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M BILL NO. ./..Z_é_

INTRDDUCED BY

4 BILL FOR AN ACT ENTITLED: AN ALT TO CREATE AN
ALTERNATIVE PROCEDURE FOR DETRALTING A SINGLE PIECE OF LAND
FROM A FIRE DISTRICT AND ANNEXING THE SAME TO A
MUNICIPALITY; AMENDING AND CLARIFYING SECTIONS 11-519 AND

11-2008y ReloeMe 1947.™

BE IT ENACTED BY THE LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF MONTANA:

Section l« Section 11-519y ReCeMa 1947y is amended to
read as follows:

*11-519« Standards to be met before annexation can
occure (1) A& municipal governing body may extend the
municipal corporate limits te include any area which meets
the general standards of subsection (2) of this section.

{2) The total area to be annexed must meet the
following standards:

{a) it must be contiguous to the munteipatities
municipality*s boundaries at the time the annexation
proceeding is begun;

{b) no part of the area she¥t may be included within
the boundary of another incorporated municipality;

{c) it must be included within and the propoesed

annexat ion must conform to a comprehensive plan as
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prescribed in Title 1ls chapter 38y ReCeMas 1947; and

{(d) 0o part of the area shalt pay be included within
the boundaryy as existing at the inception of such attempted
annexations of any fire district organized under any of the
provisions of chapter 20y Title 1ly RetwMy——194Fy-—provided
that-—-such |jf the fire district was originally organized at
Teast ¢emn—110%+ vyears prior to the inception of such
attempted annexatione Howevers a single-ownership piece of
1 i £ £ £i L s R
municipality by annexation as provided in 11-20(dB{5)e

(3) In ¥§ixing mnew municipal boundariess a municipal
governing body shalls wherever practicaley use natural
topographic features such 3as  ridae—3¥ines rjdgelines and
streams and creeks as boundariess and if a street is used as
a boundarys include within the municipality. land on both
sides of the streeti; and such outside bopundary may not
extend more than ¢wo——hundred-—1t200% feet teyond the
right-of-way of the strecet.”

Section 2. Section 11-2003s ReLeMe 1947y is amended to
read as follows:

"11-2008. Fire protection - crestion of fire
districts —— contracts with citiess townss and private
service =~- dissolution and change of boundariese $a¥{l} The
board of county commissioners is authorized to establish

fire districts in any unincorporated territoryy gr town or

o SANE
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vit+d+age upon presentation of a petition in writing signed by
the owners of fifety—per—cent—£50%% or more of th2 area of
the privately owned 1l1ands included within the proposed
district who constitute a majority of the taexpayers who are
freeholders of such areavy and whose names appear upon the
last completed assessment rollgse the The board shallay within
ten—+10} days after the receipt of such the petitiontas give
notice of the hearing thereof at least ten-4104 days prior
thereto 1o _the hearipg by mailing a copy of the notice by
first class mail to each freeholder in the district at the
address above shown in the assessment rolly by causing
notices of the time and place of such hearing to be posted
in at least three 133 of the most publtic places within the
area proposed to be established as a fire districts and
pubt+shed Dy publishing the notice at least once not less
than ten—{10} or more than twenty{20} days prior to the time
of sa+td the bhearing in a newspaper regularly published in
the county in which such proposed district is situateds The
board shall proceed to hear the sw+d petition at the time
set therefory or at any time within five—-45} days thereafter
to which the same shalt-have—been jis postponea or continued
with due noticer and may grant the same unless it shati-pe
is established thereat that the petition bears insufficient
signatures as above requiredy ore if originally sufficient,

that by reason of written withdrawals thereof it has become
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insufficients The board shall render its decision within
thirety—£30) days after sa#d ithe hearing. At the time of the
annual levy of taxes the board of county commissioners may
lTevy a special tax upon all property within such districts
for the purpose of buying or maintaining fire protection
facilities and apparatus for such districtsy or for the
purnose of paying to a citys towny or private fire service
the consideration provided for in any contract with the
council of such citys towny or private fire service for the
purpose of furnishing fire protection service to property
within such districty and such tax must be collected as are
other taxes. Fhoat—the The relationship between fire district
and the citys town: or private fire service shall be that of
an independent contractora.

+0¥(2) Any fire district organized under this act may
be dissclved by the board of county commissioners upon
presentation of a petition therefor signed by the owners of
fifey——per——eent—150%% or more of the area of the privately
owned lands included within such fire district »omd who
constitute a wmajority of the taxpayers who are freehoiders
of such arear and whose names appear upon the last completed
assessment rolle The procedure and requirements outlined in
subsection +&¥{1l) above snall apply to such requests for
dissolution of fire districtse

$+e3{3} Change of boundaries - divisione Fire
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districts may be divided in the following manner: Whenever a
petitinan in writing shall be made to the county
commissionersy siygned by the owners of twenty-per—cent
$20%¥vy or morevy of the privately owned lands of an area
proposed to be detracted from the original districty-eand who
constitute +wenty-per—cent-4{20X}y or morey of the taxpavers
who are freeholders within such proposed detracted arear
whose names appear upon the last completed assessment rolls
the county commissioners ;hall' within ten—t{10¥ days from
the vreceipt of such petitiong give notice of the hearing of
sa+d the petition by mailing a copy of the notice by first
ciass mail to each freeholder in the district at the address
shown in the assessment rolly and by causing to be postedy 3
notice thereof at Jleast ¢en—{10¥ days >rior to the time
appointed by them for the consideration of sadd the
petitiony in at least three t33 of the wost public places
witnin the proposed detracted areay and also in at Jleast
three +43¥ of the most public places within the remaining
areas. The petition for detraction shall describe the
boundaries of +the proposed detracted areay and atse the
boundaries of the remaining area. The county commissioners
shalls on the day fixed for hearing such petition {or on any
lz2gally postponed day)s proceed to hear seatd the petitionts
and-sa+d The petition shall dbe granteds and the original

districts shall thereupon be divided into separate
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districtss unless at the time of the hearing on such
petition protests shall be presented by the owners of f+fty
per—cent-{50%i}y or morey of the area of the privately owned
lands included within the entire original districty-and who
constitute a majority of the taxpayers who are freeholders
of the entire original districty and whose names appear upon
the last completed assessment rolle If such required amount
of protests are presenteds the petition for division shall
be disallowede Upon the division of districtss moneys on
hand shall be apportioned between the divided areas
according to their respective taxable valuations; all other
assets of the original district shall become the property of
the remaining areas but a reasonable value shall be placed
upen such "gother assets™ and the remaining area shall become
indebted to the detracted area for its proportionate share
thereofy based upon taxable valuationse Provideds howevers
that any detracted area shall remain liable for any existing
warrant and bonded indebtedness of the original district.
+d¥(4) {a} Change of boundaries - annexations
Adjacent territory that is not already a part of a fire
district may be annexed in the following manner: A petition
in writing by the owners of #ifety-per—cent—{50%%vy or more of
the area of privately owned lands of the adjacent area
proposed to be annexedy—and who constitute a majority of the

taxpaying freeholders within such propeosed area to be
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annexedvy and whose names appear upon the last compl eted
assessment rolly shall be presented to the board of county
commissionerss The commissioners shall hold a hearing on
such petitiony in accordance with the procedure outlined in
subsection te¥(3) abovet* and shall allow the annexation of
such proposed adjacent territoryy wunless protests are
presented at the hearing by the owners of fifty-—per——cent
+50%3y or morey of the area of the privately owned lands
included within the original districty-and who constitute a
majority of the taxpaying freeholders within the original
district. Such annexed territory shall become liable for any
outstanding warrant and bonded indebtedness of the originat?
districte

{b) Adjacent territory that is already a part of a
fire district may withdraw from such fire district and
become annexed to another fire district in the following
manner: A petition in writing by the owners of fifty-—-per
eent—+50Xry or morey of the privatety owned lands ¢of an area
which is part of any organized fire districty-and who
constitute a majority of the taxpaying freeholders within
such areas according to the last completed assessment rolly
shall be presented to the county commissionars asking that
such area be transferred toy and included iny any other
organized fire district to which said area is adjacent. Said

IThe petition must set forth the change of boundaries to be
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affected by such proposed transfer of area. The
commissioners shall hold a hearing on the petition in
acceordance with the procedure outlined in subsection tef{3}v
abovets and the withdrawal and annexation shall be allowed
unltess protests are presented at the hearing by tha owners
of Fifty——per——eent——450%4y or morey of the area of the
privately owned 1ands included within either district
affectedy——and who constitute a majority of the taxpaying
freeholders of either districts according to the 1last
completed assessment rollye and-—-providedy——that-sueh The
withdrawals and annexation shall be allowed only wupon a
showing of more advantageous proximity and communications
with the fire-fighting fijrefighting facilities of the other
districte.

{51 In lieu _of the detraction procedure set forth in
subsection {3)s whenever a person owns land adjacent to a2
city or town and wishes to have that land omly angexed fo
the city or towne the land may he detracted as follows:

{a) 1Ibe owner shal) wmail netice to the chajrman of the
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approved by Comm.
on Local Government

M BILL NO. ZLL_

INTRODUCED BY

4 BILL FOR AN ACT ENTITLED: AN ACT TO CREATE AN
ALTERNATIVE PROCEDURE FOR DETRACTING A SINGLE PIECE OF LAND
FROM A FIRE DISTRICY AND ANNEXING THE SAME T0 A
MUNICIPALITY; AMENDING AND CLARIFYING SECTIONS 11-519 AND

11-2008s ReleMs 134T7."

BE IT ENACYED BY THE LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF MONTAMA:

Section le Section 11-519s RaCeMe 1947y is amended to
rzad as follows:

"11-519+ Standards to be met before annexation can
occure (1) A& municipal governing body may extend the
municipal corporate limits to inciude any area which meets
th2 general standards of subsection (2) of this section.

{2} The total area to be annexed wmust meet the
following standards:

(a) it must be contiguous to the municipatities
municipality®s boundaries at the time the annexation
procezding is begun;

{b) no part of the area shatd may be included within
the boundary of another incorporated municipality;

{c) it must be included within and the proposed

annexttion must conform to a comprehensive plan  as
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prescribed in Title 11y chapter 33y ReCeMse 1947; and

{d} no part of the area shat? may be included within
the boundarys 2as existing at the inception of such attempted
annexationy of any fire district organized under any of the
provisions of chapter 20y Title lly RuEeMy——1%4Fy—-provided
thet--sueh Jf the fire district was originally organized at
Teast ¢ten——+f1l0¥ years prior to the inception of such
attempted annexatione Howevers 2 single—ownershjp piece of
land may be tronsferred from a fivre distrjct to _a

{3) In fixing new municipal boundariess a municipal
governing body shally wherever practicale use natural
topographic features such as ridoe——+ines rjdgelijnes and
streams and creeks as boundariess and if a street is usad as
a boundarys include within the amunicipality land on both
sides of the streeti and such outside boundary may not
extend more than two——hnndred——42003 feet teyond the
right-of-way of the street.®

Section 2. Section 11-2003s ReCaMe 1947+ is amended to
read as follows:

"11-2008« Fire protection - creation of fire
districts -— contracts with citiess townsy and private
service -—— dissolution and change of boundariese 4a¥{1l) The
board of county commissioners is authorized to establish

fire districts in any unincorporated territoryy Or town os

SBE
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vittege upon presentation of a petition in writing signad by
the owners of fifey-per—eent-{50%% or more of the area of
the privately owned 1lands included within the proposed
district who constitute a majority of the taxpayers who are
freeholders of such areay and whose names appear upon the
last completed assessment roll4, the The board shalls within
ten—¢10}) days after the receipt of sueh the petitionty give
notice of +the hearing thereof at lzast tem—€10} days prior
therete Lo the hearing by mailing a copy of the notice by
first class mail to each freeholder in the district at the
address above shown in the assessment volls by causing
notices of the tiwme and place of such hearing to be posted
in at least three t+3% of the most public places within the
area proposed to be established as a fire districts and
pubtished by publishing the potice at least once not less
than ton—+10} or more than twentyt20} days prior to the time
of smid the hearing in 3 newspaper regularly published in
the county in which such proposed district is situatede The
board shall proceed +to hear the said petition at the time
sot therefory or at any time within five-{5} days thereafter
to which the same ameldl-have—been js postponea or continued
with due noticer and may grant the same untess it shal¥-be
is established thereat that the petition bears insufficient
signatures as above requiredy ors if originally sufficient,

that by reason of written withdrawals thereof it has become
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insufficiente The board shall render its decision within
thirty-¢30% days after se+d the hearinge At the time of the
annual lewy of taxes the board of county commissioners may
levy a special tax upon all property within such districts
for the purpose of buying or maintaining fire protection
facilities and apparatus for such districtsy or for the
purpose of paying to a citys towns or private fire service
the consideration provided for in any contract with the
council of such citys towns or private fire service for thz
purpose of furnishing fire protecticen service to property
within such districts and such tax must be collected as are
other taxes. ¥hat—the The relationship between fire district
and the citys townp or private fire service shall be that of
an independent contractore.

tb¥L2) Any fire district organized under this act wmay
be dissclved by the board of county commissioners upon
presentation of a petition therefor signed by the owners of
fifty--per——cent—+{50%}) or more of the area of the privately
owned lands included within such fire district »and who
constitute a majority of the taxpayers who are freeholders
of such areay and whose names appear upon the tast completed

assessment roll. The procedure and requirements outlined in

subsection +2¥{1} above shall apply to such requests for

dissclution of fire districtse.

fe¥{3)} Change of boundaries - divisione Fire
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districts may be divided in the following manner: Whenever a
petition in writing shall be made to the county
commissionerss sigyned by the owners of twenty-per-cent
$+20%3y or morey of the privately owned lands of an area
proposed to be detracted from the original districty—and who
constitute ‘twenty-per—-cent-420%%y or morey of the taxpayers
who are freeholders within such proposed detracted asreay
whose names appear upcon the last completed assessment rolls
the county commissioners shally within ten——t104 days from
the receipt of such petitiony give notice of the hearing of
satd the petition by mailing a copy of the notice by first
class mail to each freeholder in the district at the address
shown in the assessment rolly and by causing to bs postedy 2
notice thereof at least <+en—+4£104 days srior to the time
appointed by them for the consideration of sa¥d the
petitiony in at least three +3% of the most public places
within the proposed detracted areay and 2lso in at least
three 43 of the most public places within the remaining
areas The petition for detraction shall describe the
boundaries of the proposed detracted areay 2nd alse the
boundaries of the remaining area. The county commissioners
shalls on the day fixed for hearing such petition {(or on any
l2gally postponed day)s proceed to hear se+d the petitionte
and-satd The petition shall be grantede and the orininal

districts shall thereupon be divided into separate
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districtss unless at the time of the hearing on such
petition protests shall be presented by the owners of fifey
per-cent—{50%}y or morey of the area of the privately owned
tands included within the entire original districtv;eﬁd who
constitute a majority of the taxpayers who are freeholders
of the entire original districty and whose names appear upon
the last completed assessment roll. If such required amount
of protests are presenteds the petition for division shall
be disalloweds Upon the division of districtses moneys on
hand shall be apportioned between the divided areas
according to their respective taxable valuations; all other
assets of the original district shall become the property of
the remaining areas but a reasonable value shall be placed
upon such "other assets® and the remaining area shall become
indebted to the detracted area for its proportionate share
thereofy based upon taxable valuationss. Provideds howevery
that any detracted area shall remain liable for any existing
warrant -and bonded indebtedness of the original districts.
+d¥{4) {a) Change of boundaries - annexatione
Adjacent territory that is not already a part of a fire
district may be annexed in the following manner: A petition
in writing by the owhers of fifey—per-cent—{502%}y or more of
the area of privately owned Tlands of the adjacent area
proposed to be annexedy-and who constitute a majority of the

taxpaying freeholders within such proposed area to be
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annexedy and whose names appear upon the last completed
assessment rolly shall be presented to the board of county
commissionerses The commissioners shall hold a hearing on
such petitiony in accordance with the procedure outlined in
subsection te¥{3) abovet and shall allow the annexation of
such proposed adjacent territoryy unless protests are
presented at the hearing by the owners of fifty——per——cent
1502}y or worey of the area of the privately owned lands
included within the original districty-and who constitute a
majority of the taxpaying freeholders within the original
districte Such annexed territory shall become liable for any
outstanding warrant and bonded indebtedness of the original
districta

{b) Adjacent territory that is already a part of a
fire district may withdraw from such fire district and
become annexed to another fire district in the following
manner: A petition in writing by the owners of fifty—per
cent-t50%)y or morey of the privately owned lands of an area
which is part of any organized fire districty-and who
constitute a majority of the taxpaying freeholders within
such areas according to the last completed assessment roll,
shall be presented to the county commissionars asking that
such area be transferred tor and included iny any other
organized fire district to which said area is adjacent. Said

The patition must set forth the change of boundaries to be
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affected by such proposed transfer of area. The
commissioners shall hold a hearing on the petition in
accordance with the procedure oputlined in subsection $e¥{3)v
abovets and the withdrawal and annexation shall be allowed
unless protests are presented at the hearing by the owners
of #Fifty-—per——cent-—-450%}y or morey of the area of the
privately owned 1lands included within either district
affectedv—and who constitute a3 majority of the taxpaying
freeholders of either districts according to the 1last
completed assessment rollys end-—providedy——thet—such The
withdrawals and annexation shall be allowed only wupon a
showing of more advantageous proximity and communications
with the fire—fighting firefighting facilities of the other
districte

15 In__ljeu _of the detractijon procedure set forth in

R - to his petitiop to the mupicipal _governing _body

R .
{c) Eollowing adoption of the anpexation order under

—8—
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%_"é_—/ BILL NO. Z&

INTRODUCED BY

A BIlLL FOR AN ACT ENTITLED: “AN ACT TO CREATE AN
ALTERNATIVE PROCEDURE FOR DETRACTING A SINGLE PIECE GF LAND
FROM A FIRE DISTRICY AND ANNEXING THE SAME. TD A

MUNICIPALITY; AMENDING AND CLARIFYING SECTIONS 11-519 AND

11-20089 RelaMs 194T."

BE IT ENACTED BY THE LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF MONTANA:

Section l. Section 11-519s ReleM. 1947y is amended to
read as follows:

®11-51%« Standards to be met before annexation can
occure {1} A wmunicipal governing body may extend the
municipal corporate limits to include any area which meets
the general standards of subsection {2) of this sectione

{2} The total area to be annexed must meet the
following standardss:

{a) it must be contiguous to the muenicipalities
mynicipality®s boundaries at the time the annexation
proceeding is begun;

{b) no part of the area shel} may be included within
the boundary of another incorporated municipality;

{c) it must be included within and the proposed

annexation must conform to a comprehensive plan as
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prescribed in Title 11+ chapter 38y ReCoMe 1947; and

{d) no part of the area shel¥ may be included within
the boundarys as existing at the inception of such attempted
annexations of any fire district organized under any of the
provisions of chapter 20y Title 11y ReEwMe——194Fy——provided
that--sweh jf the fire district was originally organized at
least ten——£10% years prior to the inception of such

attempted annexations Howavers a3 single-ownership piece of

{3) In fixing new municipal boundariess a municipal
governing body shall, wherever practicals use natural
topographic features such as . sridge——+ines ridgelines and
streams and creeks as boundariess and if a street is used as
a boundarys include within the w®municipality land on both
sides of the street; and such outside boundary may not
extend more than two——hundred——{200% feet beyond the
right-of-way of the street.®

Section 2. Section 11-2008+s R.CeMe 19474+ is amended to
read as follows:

®11-2008. Fire protection - creation of fire
districts — contracts with citiess townsy and private
service -— dissolution and change of boundariese 4a¥[1l] The
board of county commissioners is authorized to establish

fire districts in any unincorporated territoryy or town or

9B/
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wvittege upon presentation of a petition in writing signed by
the owners of fifty—-per—cent-$+50%% or more of the areS of
the privately owned 1lands included within the proposed
district who constitute a majority of the taxpayers who are
freeholders of such areay and whose names appear upon the
last completed assessment roll4s the The board shally within
ten—£{10} days after the receipt of sueh the petitionts give
notice of the hearing thereof at least temn-£104 days prior
therete 1o the hearing by mailting a copy of the notice by
first class mail to each freeholder in the district at the
address above shown in the assessment rolly by causing
notices of the time and place of such hearing to be posted
in at Jeast three ¢33 of the most public places within the
area proposed to be established as a fire districty and
pubtished by publijshing the notice at least once not less
than temn—¢10% or more than twentyt204 days prior to the time
of =aid the hearing in a2 newspaper regularly published in
the county in which such proposed district is situatede The
board shall proceed to hear the ss+d petition at the time
set therefory or at any time within five-{5} days thereafter
to which the same shail-have—been js postponed or continued
with due noticey and may grant the same unless it shetri-be
15 established thereat that the petition bears insufficient
signatures as above requiredy ory if originally sufficients

that by reason of written withdrawals thereof it has become
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insufficiente The board shall render its decision within
thirty-+30% days after said the hearings. At the time of the
annual levy of taxes the board of county cosmissioners may
tevy a special tax upon all property within such districts
for the purpose of buying or maintaining fire protection
facilities and apparatus for such districtsy or for the
purpose of paying to a citys towny or private fire service
the consideration provided for in any contract with the
councit of such citys towns or private fire service for the
purpose of furnishing fire protection service to property
within such districtsy and such tax must be collected as are
other taxes. Fhet-the The relationship between fire district
and the citys towns or private fire service shall be that of
an independent contractore

+b¥{2) Any fire district organized under this act may
be dissclved by the board of county commissioners upon
presentation of a petition therefor signed by the owners of
fi+fey——per——eent—{502) or more of the area of the privately
owned lands included within such fire district »snd who
constitute a2 wajority of the taxpayers who are freeholders
of such areay and whose names appear upon the last completed
assessment rolle The procedure and requirements outlined in
subsection fa¥(l) above shall apply to such requests for
dissolution of fire districtse

+e¥{3} Change of boundaries - divisione Fire

—ty—
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districts may be divided in the following manner: Whenever a
petition in writing shall be made to the county
commissionerss signed by the owners of twenty-per—cent
$+20%¥y or morey of the privately owned lands of an area
proposed to be detracted from the original districty—and who
constitute +wenty—per—cent—+203%}y or morey of the taxpayers
who are freeholders within such proposed detracted areay
whose names appear upon the last completed assessment roll,
the county commissioners shally within ten—<10+ days from
the vreceipt of such petitions give notice of the hearing of
said the petition by wailing a copy of the notice by first
class mail to each freeholder in the district at the address
shown in the assessment rolly and by causing to be postedy a
notice thereof at least +ten—+$10) days prior to the time
appointed by them for the consideration of said the
petitiony in at Tleast three {3} of the most public places
within the proposed detracted areay and 2also in at least
three +43% of the most pubtic places within the remaining
area« The petition for detraction shall describe the
boundaries of the proposed detracted areavy and stse the
boundaries of the remaining area. The county commissioners
shalles on the day fixed for hearing such petition (or on any
Tegally postponed dayls proceed to hear said the petitionis
and-sa+d The petition shall be grantedy and the original

districts shall thereupon be divided into separate
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districtss unless at the time of the hearing on such
petition protests shall be presented by the owners of fifey
per-cent—{50Z}y or morey of the area of the privately owned
lands included within the entire original districty—and who
constitute a majority of the taxpayers who are freeholders
of the entire original districty and whose names appear upon
the 1last completed assessment roll. If such required amount
of protests are presenteds the petition for division shall
be disalloweds Upon the division of districtss moneys on
hand shall be apportioned between the divided areas
according to their respective taxabie valuations;i all other
assets of the original district shall become the property of
the remaining areas but a reasonable value shall ‘be placed
upon such ®*other assets™ and the remaining area shall become
indebted to the detracted area for its proportionate share
thereofy based upon taxable valuations. Providede howevers
that any detracted area shall remain liable for any existing
warrant .and bonded indebtedness of the original district.
+d¥(4) {a) Change of boundaries - annexation.
Adjacent territory that is not already a part of a fire
district may be annexed in the following manner: A petition
in writing by the owners of f+fty—per—-cent—{50%}vy or more of
the area of privately owned 1lands of the adjacent area
proposed to be annexedy-and who constitute a majority of the

taxpaying freeholders within such proposed area to be

—-—5—
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annexedy and whose names appear upon the last completed
assessment roily shall be presented to the board of county
commissioners. The commissioners shall hold a hearing on
such petitiony in accordance with the procedure outlined in
subsection {e¥(3) abover and shall allow the annexation of
such proposed adjacent territoryy unless protests are
presented at the hearing by the owners of fifty—per—ecent
50X}y or wmorey of the area of the privately owned lands
included within the original districty-snd who constitute a
majority of the taxpaying freeholders within the original
districte Such annexed territory shall become liable for any
outstanding warrant and bonded indebtedness of the original
districte.

i{b) ‘'Adjacent territory. that is already a part of a
fire district may withdraw from such fire district and
become annexed to another fire district in the following
manner: A petition in writing by the owners of fifety——per
cent—{50%}y or morey of the privately owned lands of an area
which is part of any organized fire districty-end who
constitute 2 majority of the taxpaying freeholders within
such areas according to the last completed assessment roltly
shall be presented to the county commissionars asking that
such area be transferred tov and included iny any other
organized fire district to which said area is adjacents Sa+d

Ihe petition must set forth the change of boundaries to be
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affected by such proposed transfer of areae The
commissioners shall hold a hearing on the petition in
accordance with the procedure outtined in subsection teyl3d)y
abovety and the withdrawal and annexation shall be allowed
unless protests are presented at the hearing by the owners
of fifey--—per——cent——450%yy or morey of the area of the
privately owned 1lands included within either district
affectedv—and who constitute a majority of the taxpaying
freeholders of either districty according to the Jlast
completed assessment rollys eand-—providedy——thet-sueh The
withdrawals and annexation shall be allowed onty wupon a
showing of wmore advantageous proximity and communications
with the fire-fighting firefightjag faciltities of the other

districte
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SENATE BILL NOe 116

INTRUDUCED BY FLYNN

A BILL FOR AN ACT ENTITLED: ®AN ACT TO CREATE AN
ALTERNATIVE PROCEDURE FOR DETRACTING A SINGLE PIECE OF LAND
rROM a FIRE DISTRICT AND ANNEXING THE SAME TO A
MUNICIPALITY; AMENDING AND CLARIFYING SECTEONS 11-519 AND

11-2008+ ReleMe 194T7."

BE IT ENACTED BY THE LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF MONTANA:

S5ection le Section 11-519s ReCeMs 1947+ is amended to
read as follows:

=i11-519. Standards to be ®met before annexation can
occurs (1) A wmunicipal governing body wmay extend the
municipal corporate 1limits to include any area which meets
the general standards of subsection {2} of this sectione

(2]- The total area to be annexed must meet the
followinag standards:

(2) it must be contiquous to the munictpetities
nupjcipality®*s boundaries at the time the annexation
proceeding is begun;

{(b) no part of the area shet} may be included within
the boundary of another incorporated municipality;

{cy it must be included within and the proposed

annexition nust conform to a comprehensive nlan as
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prescribed in Titie 11y chapter 38y ReleMe 1947; and

{J4) no part of the area shedlt may be included within
the boundarys as existing at the inception of such attempted
annexationy of any fire district organized under any of the
provisions of chapter 20¢ Title 1lly RefvMs——194Fv——provided
+hat-—-sueh if the fire district was originally organized at
least ¢ten-—+106} vyears prior to the inception of such
attempted annexation. Howevers 3 single-ownership piece of
1 4 t ¢ L F i i <
sunicipality by apnexation as provided in 11-2008(5)s

{3) In fixing new municipa) boundariess a municipal
governing body shally wherever practicalese use naturat
topographic features such as rédge—+ines ridgelipes and
streams and creeks as boundariess and if a street is used as
a boundarys include within the municipality land on both
sides of the streeti and such outside boundary may not
extend more than two——hundred——4200% feet beyond the
right-of-way of the street.”®

Section 2. Section 11-2008y ReCeMa 1947+ is amended to

read as follows:

%11-2008. Fire protection -= creation of fire
districts —— contracts with <citiess townsgy and private
service -- dissojution and change of boundaries. t8+{l} The

board of county commissioners is authorized to establish

fire districts in any unincorporated territorysy or town or

—&= S8 116
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witiaae upon presentation of a petition in writing sianed by
the owners of fi+fety-per—cent-{50%% or more of the area of
the privately owned lands included within the proposed
district who constitute a majority of the taxpayers who are
freeholders of such areay and whose names appear upon the
last completed assessment roll4, the Ihe board shallsy within
ten—t1l0¥y days after the receipt of sweh the petitionts give
notice of the hearing thereof at least ten—{1lU} days prior
thereto 1o the hearing by mailing a copy of the notice by
first class mail to each freeholder in the district at the
address abeve shown in the assessment rollsy by causing
notices of the time and place of such hearing to be posted
in at least three ¢33 of the most public places within the
area proposed to be established as a fire districty and
pubt+shed by publishing the notice at least once not less
than ten-{t104 or more than twenty$t204 days prior to the time
of se+d the hearing in a newspaper reqularly published'in
the county in which such proposed district is situatede The
board shaitl proceed to hear the said petition at the time
set therefery or at any time within five-¢5}% days thereafter
to which the same she¥t-have—been i5 postponed or continued
with due noticevy and may grant the same unless {t sheti—be
is established thereat that the petition bears insufficient
signatures as above requiredy ore if originally sufficienty

that by reason of written withdrawals thereof it has become
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insufficiente The board shall render its decision within
thirey—¢30} days after sa+d the hearing. At the time of the
annual levy of taxes the board of county commissioners may
levy & special tax upon all property within such districts
for tne purpose of buying or maintaining fire protection
facilities and apparatus for such districtSy or for the
purpose of paying to a citye towns or private fire service
the consideration provided for in any contract with the
council of such cityes towng or private fire service for the
purpose of furnishing fire protection service to property
within such districts and such tax must be collected as are
other taxes. Fhet—the The relationship between fire district
and the citys townsy or private fire service shall be that of
an independent contractore

+b+L2} Any fire district organized under this act may
be dissolved by the board of <county commissioners upon
presentation of a petition therefor signed by the owners of
fifty——per——ecent——+450%% or more of the area of the privately
owned lands included within such fire district end who
constitute a majority of the taxpayers who are freeholders
of such areay and whose names appear upon the last completed
assessment rolle The procedure and requirements outlined in
subsection te¥{l) above shall apply to such requests for
dissolution of fire districtse

te4(3) Change of boundaries - divisione Fire

—t— S8 116



10

il

12

13

14

15

ie

17

1n

19

20

21

2s

Z3

25

$B 0116702

districts may be divided in the following manner: Whenever a
petition in writing shall be made to the county
commissionerss signed by the owners of twenty-per-ecent
t20%¥vy or morey of the privately owned tands of an area
proposed to be detracted from the original districty-and who
constitute +ewenty-per—cent—£20%4r or mnorey of the taxpavers
who are freeholders within such proposed detracted areay
whose names appear upon the last completed assessment roll,
the county commissioners shally within ten-—4103 days from
the receipt of such petition: give notice of the hearing of
sa+d the petition by mailing a copy of the notice by first
class mail to each freeholder in the district at the address
shown in the assessment rolly and by causing to be postedy a
notice thereof at least <+ten—¢10) days prior to the time
appointed by them for the consideration of asedd the
petitiony in at Jleast three ¢33+ of the most public places
within tﬁe proposed detracted areay and also in at least
three ¢33 of the most public places within the remaining
area. The petition for detraction shall describe the
boundaries of the proposed detracted areay and also the
boundaries of the remaining area« The county commissioners
shalls on the day fixed for hearing such petition {or on any
legally postponed day)s proceed to hear sa+a the petitionts
and-sa+d Ihe petition shall be granteds and the original

districts shall thereupon be divided into separate
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districtsy unless at the time of the hearing on such
petition protests shall be presented by the owners of f+fty
per-ecent~¢503%+y or morey of the area of the privately omwned
Jands included within the entire original districty—and who
constitute 3 majority of the taxpayers who are freeholders
of the entire original districty and whose names appear upon
the last completed assessment rolle If such required amount
of protests are presenteds the petition for division shall
be disallowede Upon the division of districts, moneys on
hand shall be apportioned between the divided areas
according to their respective taxable valuations; all other
assets of the original district shall become the property of
the remaining areas but a reasonable value shall be placed
upon such “other assets™ and the remaining area snall become
indebted to the detracted area for its proportionate share
thereofs based upon taxadble valuationss Provideds howevery
that any detracted area shall remain liable far any existing
warrant and bonded indebtedness of the oriqinal districte
td¥{4&)l_(a} Change of boundaries - annexatione
Adjacent territory that is not already a part of a fire
district wmay be annexed in the following manner: A petition
in Wwriting by the owners of fifty—per—ecent-{t50%}vy or more of
the area of privately owned tands of the adjacent area
proposed to be annexedy-and who constitute a3 majority of the

taxpaying freeholiders within such proposed area to be
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annexedy and whose names appear upon the 1last complieted
assessment rolly shall be presented to the board of county
commissioners. The commissionars shall hold a hearing on
such petitiony in accordance with the procedure ocutlined in
subsection ¢te¥f3) abovet and shall allow the annexation of
such proposed adjacent territoryy unless protests are
presented at the hearing by the owners of fifty——per-—cent
150Xy or moresy of the area of the privately owned lands
included within the original districtv-end who constitute a
majority of the taxpaying freeholders within the original
districte. Such annexed territory shall become liable for any
outstanding warrant and bonded indebtedness of the original
districte

[b) Adjacent territory that is already a part of a
fire district may withdraw from such fire district and
become annexed to another fire district in the following
manner: A petition in writing by the owners of f+ft1--;ef
eent—t50%4y or morey of the privately owned lands of an area
which is part of any orqganized fire districtv—and who
constitute a majority of the taxpaying freeholders within
such areas according to the last completed assessment roll,
shall be presented to the county commissioners a;king that
such area be transferred tovy and included inv any other
aorganized fire district to which said area is adjacente Sotd

Ihe petition must set forth the change of boundaries to be
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affected by such proposed transfer of areas The
commissioners shall hold a hearing on the petition in
accordance with the procedure outlined in subsection fe¥fli)y
abovets and the withdrawal and annexation shall be allowed
unless protests are presented at the hearing by the owners
of +#é+fty——per--eent——£t50%Fy or morey of the area of the
privately owned 1lands inciuded within either district
affectedy——and who constitute a majority of the taxpaying
freehoiders of either districtes according to the last
completed assessment rollvs end--previdedy-—thet-sueh The
withdrawals and annexation shall be allowed only upon a
showing of more advantageous proximity and communications
with the f+re—fighting firefighting facilities of the other
districte

subsection (3)s whenever a persop owns lapd adjacent to _a
city or town and wishes to have tbat land only aopexed to
the city or toens the jand may be detracted as follows:

{al Ihe owaer shall mpail notice to the chaicrman of the
trustees of the fire district oys if nones to the board of
county copmissioners of his intention to reguest apnexationa

{b} Ihe owner shall  attach a copy of this potice of
iotention to his petition to the municipal goverpning body
requesting anpnexations

L) Eollowing adoption of the annexation order under

-8~ SB 116
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11-521. tne Jand is detracted from the fire districta®
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