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45th Legislatu~e lC 0339/01 

l ~BILL NO~ 
INTRODUCE 0 BY ~ Ji., • d. J(~ t;Wa_ . ?/= ._ 2 

3 

4 A Bill FOR AN ACT ENTITLED: •AN ACT TO PROVIDE FOR THE 

5 MANAGEMENT OF THE BOBCAT AS A GAME ANIMAL; AMENDING SECTIONS 

" 26-ZOlt 26-ZOZolt 26-301, 26-303.5t 26-301, 46-1902o AND 

1 46-1903, R.C.Mo 1947.• 

d 

9 BE IT ENACTED BY THE LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF MONTANA: 

10 Section 1. Section 26-Z01o R.c.M. 1947o Is a•ended to 

ll read as follows: 

12 •26-201. Definitions. Fo~ the purpose of this acto the 

13 following shall be construed, respectively to mean: 

14 Commission. The state fish and game co•mission. 

15 Person. The plural o~ singular, •ale or femalao as the 

16 case de•andso including individual, associ ati onst 

l1 partnerships, and corporations, unless the context otherwise 

18 requires. 

19 Open season. The time during which game blrdso fish, 

20 game and fur-bearing animals may be lawfully taken. 

21 Closed season. The time during which game birds, fish, 

u game and fur-bearing animals may not be lawfully taken. 

23 Angling or fishing. The taking of, o~ attempting to 

24 take fish by hook and single line or single rod in hand or 

25 within immediate cont~ol. 
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Upland game Dirds. Sharptail grouse, Dlue qr~use, 

prairie chicken, sage hen or SaJe grouse, fool hen, ruffed 

grouse, commonly c3lled native pheasant or native partridge, 

quail, Chinese ~heasant and Mongolian pheasant, commonly 

called ring-necked pheasant, Hungarian partridge, ptarmigan, 

wild turkey, and chukar partridge. 

Migratory game birds. Wate~fowl, including wild ducks, 

wild geese. brant, and swans; cranes, including little 

brown, sandhill and whooping cranes; rails, including coots, 

gallin~leso sora or other .~ails; shore birds 1 including 

avocetsr curlew, dowitcher, godwitso knotso upland plover, 

killdeer, sandpipers, Wilson snipes or jacksnipeso snipes, 

stilts. plo~ers. willets and yellow legs. 

Nongame birds. All wild birds not defined herein as 

upland game birds or migratory game birds, shall be deemed 

nongame birds. 

Game anim~ls. Oeer, elk• moose, antel~pe, caribou. 

mountain sheS"p, 111ountain ·~oat 1 mountain 1 ion, e"d bear.1-_.a.n.Q 

l:l~-

Fur-bearing animals. Marten or sabley ott2r~ muskrat. 

fisher, mink, and beaver. 

Predatory anim3lSo Coyote, wolf, weasel, skunk.1 and 

civet caty-eftd-bebee~. 

Gam? fish. All species of the family s3lmonidae (charso 

trout, s•l•cn, grayling, and whitefish); all specieL of the 
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-1enus st i zosted ion [ sandpi ke or sauger and wall eyed pike or 

yellowpike perch); all species of the genus esox {northern 

pike, pickerel and muskellunge); all species of the qenus 

micropeterus (bass); all speci2s of th<! genus polyo<lon 

(paddlefish); all speci<>s of the family acipenseridae 

[stur:J·eon); .'ll species of the genus Iota {ourbot or 1 in]}; 

and the species ictalurus punctatus [channel catfis~•l• 

Wild buffalo. Buffalo or bison which have not been 

reduced to captivity. 

Nongame wildlife. ~ny wild mammal, birJ. amphi~idn• 

reptilet fish• mollusk, c~ustace~n, or other wjld animal not 

otherwise legally classified by statute or regulation of 

tht s state.• 

Section 2. Section 2b-202o1t RoCoMo 1947, is amended 

to read as follows: 

•26-202.1. Licenses 

I i c~enses fee-s and 

fees -- classifications of 

powers under licenses. (l] Cl~ss A 

License--Re>ident Fishing license. Any resident as defined 

by section 2b-202.3t upon payment of a fee of five doll3rS 

[$5) shall rec~ive a Class A license which shall ~ntitlQ th~ 

holder thereof to fish with hook and line or rod as 

authorized by regulations of the commission. 

(2, Class A-1 l ic..:nse--RE-sirient Gan'"-· .,ird Lic.!nse. 

Except as herein provided, any resident as dEfined by 

section 26-202.3• who is twelve (12) y<>ars of c.·" or older, 
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may, upon P'yment of a fee of fou~ dolla~s ($4) r-eceive 3 

Class A-I l icenseo which will ~ntitle the holde~ to pursu~o 

hunt, shoot 2nd kill gamP birds and possess th2 deaj bodies 

of gam~ birds which are so authoriz~d oy re·)ulations of the 

commission. 

(a) No hunting 1 icanses shall be is.suerl t0 .eny 

resid~nt p2rsor• under tha age of eighteen (19) years un1ess 

he ~resents to the person authoriLed to issue such 1 icdnse a 

certificate of competency as provided by this section. 

The dep3rtment of fish and ~ame shall provid~ f~r 

course of i '"'struct ion in the safe handling of fi rt;:;.:_•rms. c}nJ 

for the purpose ~"Y cooperate with any reputable association 

or organization having as one of its obj~ctives the 

promotion of safety in the handling of fir~arms. Th~ 

department may designate any person found by it to ba 

compet~nt to ]ive instructions in the handling of fir~1r~s. 

A person so appointed shall give such course of instruction 

and upon the successful completion thereof shall issue to 

the p~rson in~tructed a certificate of co~pet~ncy 

safe nandling of firearms. 

in th~ 

{~) Class A-2 License--Special Bow and Arrt)W Lic~n~e. 

A holder of any one of the following: a Class A-3, A-4, A-5, 

L-2, ,·-s, a-6,. 3-7, b-8, or S-lu 1 ict-ns~, may upon payment 

of an additional sum of six dollars {Sb) to any agent of the 

fish and game com~ission authorized to issue fishinJ and 
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hunting 1 icenses be entitled to a tlass A-2 1 icensz~ which 

shall authorize the holder thereof to pursue. hunt, shooto 

and kill the ~ame animals authorized by the licenses held 

with t:ow an~ arro~ and to possess thesa carcdSSes auri~~ 

special seasons. and in sp8cial areas, as may be designdted 

~y th~ fish and game commission. 

(4) Class A-3• A-4. A-5o A-6 licenses. Any resident dS 

defined oy section 26-202.3 who is twelve (12) years of age 

or older• may upon payment of the proper fee or fees be 

entitled to purchase one each of the following licenses: 

Class A-3• Deer A Tag. six dollars ($6) for the license year 

be~inning May l• 1916• and seven dollars ($1) for ~ach 

l icens~ year ther2aft2r; Cla~s A-4• Deer 3 Ta~, t~elv~ 

dolldr~ ($12); Class A-5 Elk Tag, eight doll~rs ($~); Class 

A-6, Black or Brown Bear Tag. six dollars ($~); which will 

entitle the holder to pursue. hunto shooto and kill the game 

Jnimal or animals authorized oy the licen~e held anJ to 

~oss~ss the d2aj bodies of gamL animals of the Stit2 wi1ich 

are so authorized by the regulation of the commission. 

(5) Class B Licen~e--Nonr~sident Fishin License. Any 

p2rson not 3 resident as defined in S?.ction 2~-202.39 upon 

payment of the sum of twenty dollars ($20) to any aoent of 

the fish and ~ame commi~sion authorized to issue fishinj and 

hunting lict~nses, shall be entitled ~o a Class d 1 ic~·nse, 

which snail ~ntit1e the holder thereof to fish with hook anJ 
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line ~s ~~thorized oy the rul~s ~nd requldtions of th,-

c-.Jmmission. 

(b) Class B-1 license--Nonresident Game Birrl Lic~nse. 

bxcert as her~in provid~dt any person not a r~sidEn~ as 

defin~d in section 26-202.3• but who is twelve (12) years of 

a~Je or old~:~,-., upon payment of the sum of thirty do) lars 

(:no l to cln y ;qent of the fish and c1ame commis:;ion 

authorized to issue fishing and huntin~ licenses shall be 

entitled to a Class 8-1 license. which shall entitle the 

holder thereof to pursue, hunt, shoot, kill and possess game 

birds as authorized by the rules and r~gulations of the 

commission. 

No hunting licenses shall be issued to any nonresident 

person und~r the age of eighteen (18) years unl~ss h~ 

presents to the person authorized to issue such license a 

certificate of compet~ncy as provided in section 

26-202.1(2){a) or a certificata verifying that he has 

successfully completed a course in the safe handlin~ of 

firearms in any state or ?~evince. 

(7) Class ?.-Z License--Nonresident (.ombin•tion 

License. ~~ithin tha limitations of this s~ction or ar.y 

commission rul€t any person not a resident as d~f i ne,j in 

section 26-202.3, but who is tw2lve (12, years of a~e or 

old?rt upon th~ payment of fifty dollars ($50) ~ay apply to 

thL· fish ~j)j game offi~0, ~elPna. Montan2 for a :J3ss d-2 
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license, and nonresident conservation Jjcense as prescribed 

in section 26-230, which shall authorize tht holdar to 

pursue, hunt, shoot, kill and ~ossess game birds, and to 

fish with hook and line as authorized by the rules 3nd 

regulations of the commission, and to purchase additional 

and .;pecial 1 icenses and tags as provided oy law or 

commission regulation. 

(8) Class B-3 License--Temporary Nonresident or 

Tourist Fishing license. Any person not a resident as 

defined in section 26-232.3, upon payment of th~ sum of tan 

dollars (SlO) to any agent of the fish and Ja~g commission 

authorized to issue fishing and hunting licenses, shall be 

entitled to a temporary nonresident fishing license, which 

shall authorize the holder to fish with hook and line as 

authorized by the rules and regulations of the fish and game 

commission for a period of six (6) days inclusive of the 

dates indicated on the 1 icense. 

(9) Class B-5 license--Nonresident Deer license. Any 

person not a resident as defined in section 26-202.3r but 

who is twelve {12) years of age or olaer and a holdar of a 

nonresident conservation license, upon the payment of the 

sum of fifty dollars (S50) shall be entitled to a Class S-5 

1 icense- which shall <J:..Jthori.z-e t:"l? holder to pursu,, hunt, 

shoot, and ki 11 one (1) deer in the area cr areas du•ignated 

in the license, as determined by the commission, and to 
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possess the carcass of same. 

(lO) Class 1-6 Licanse--Non~esid~nt Antelope License. 

Any person n~t a resident as defined in section 26-.28?.3, 

but who is twelve (12) years of age or older anj a holder of 

a Class B-2 nonresident combination license, upon the 

payment of the sum of fifty dollars (S50) shall be entitled 

to a Class 3-6 1 icense which shall authorize the nold2r to 

pursue, hunt, shoot, and kill one (1) antelope in the ~raa 

designated in the license, as determined by the co~mission, 

and to poss,~ss the carcass of same. 

(11) Class B-7 and t-B lic~nses. Any p~rson nut a 

resident as defined in section 26-202.3, but who is twelve 

(12) years of age or older, and is a holder of a G-2 

nonresident combination 1 icense, may upon payment of the 

proper fee or fees and subject to the limitations prescrioed 

by law and commission resulation be entitled to ~pply to the 

Fish and Game Office, Helena, Montana, to purchase one 2ach 

of the following licenses: Class B-7, Oeer A Tag, fifty 

dollars (S50); Class B-8, De~r B Tag, fifty dollars {S5~); 

and will entitle the holder to pursue, hunt, shoot, anc Kill 

the game animal or ani~als authorized by the lic2n>e h~l~ 

and tJ poss~ss the dead bodies of game animals of th ,tat' 

which are so authorizad by the regulations of the 

cammission. 

{12) B-10 nonresident big game co~bination 1 icense. 
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Any person not a resident as defined in section 26-2~2.3, 

R.C.M. 1947, but who is twelve (121 years of aye or older 

mayt upon payment of the proper fee or fees and subject to 

the 1 imitations prescribed by law and commission regulation, 

be entitled to apply to the fish and game office, Helena, 

Montana, to purchase a 3-10 nonresident big game combination 

license for two hundred twenty-five dollars (S225) which 

shall entitle the holder to all the privileges of a B-2 

nonresident co~bination license, a deer A tag, and elk tag 

and a black bear license. This license includes the 

nonresident conse~vation license as prescribed in section 

26-230, RoCoMo 1947o 

(13] Special 1 icenses. Any applicant who is twelve (12) 

years of a]e or older and is a resident as defined by 

section 26-202.39 or any applicant who is the holder of a 

Class B-2 nonresident combination license may apply for a 

sp~cial license, which in the judgment of the fish and game 

commission, is to ~e issued and shall pay the following fees 

therefor: 

Moose, resident twenty-five dollars (S25], nonresident 

one hundred twenty-five dollars (Sl25); 

Mountain Goat, r<>sident fifteen dollars (S15J, 

nonresident seventy-five dollars (S75); 

Mountain Sheep. resident twenty-five dollars (S25)• 

nonresident on<> hundred twenty-five dollars ($125); 
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Antelop~, resident five dollars (S5); 

Grizzly Bear, resident twenty-five dollars ($25) 0 

nonresident one hundred twenty-five dollars (Sl25); 

'31 dCk or brown bear, non,.es i dent fifty doll ar5 ( S5.)). 

In the event a holder of a valid special grizzly bear 

license kills a grizzly bear, he must purchase a trophy 

1 icense for a fee of twanty-five dollars ($25) within ten 

(10) days after date of kill. Such trophy license shall 

authorize the holder to possess and transport said trophy. 

In the event that the number of valid resident 

applications for 1 icenses exceeds the number of licenses 

which the fish and ga•e commission desires to issue in any 

hunting dist~ict, then the number of licenses issued to 

nonresident license holders in that hunting district shall 

not exceed ten per cent (10%) of the total issued. 

(14) Class C license--Trapper's License. Any resident 

as defined in section 26-202.3. upon ~aking application and 

paying the sum of ten dollars ($10) to the fish and game 

commi5sion, shall be entitled to a trapper's 1 icense, which 

shall authorize the hold~r ther2of to trap fur-bearing 

animals, wi~hin the state of Montana at such times and in 

such manner as may be lawful so to do under the laws of th~ 

state and the regulations of the fish and ga•e commission, 

and at such places as may be designated in said license. 

(15) Class C-1 Lic~nse--landowner•s Trapping License. 
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Any owner or tenant. or member of the immediate family of 

said owner or tenant. upon making application to the fish 

and game commission, and upon payment of the sum of one 

d'>llar (H) shall be entitled to a landowner•s trap?iny 

license which shall entitle the holder thereof to trap any 

fur-baaring animal on land owned or leased by hi•• or his 

immediate fa~ily, at such times and in such manner as may be 

lawful so to do under the laws of the state and the 

regulations of the fish and game commission and at such 

places as may be designated in said licenses. 

(16) Exception. (a) A resident under the d2finition of 

section 26-202.3• who is sixty-two (62) years or older shall . 
be entitled to fish and hunt game birds with a conservation 

license issued by the state fish and game co•mission for a 

fee of one dollar {S1). The form of such license shall be 

prescribed by the fish and game commission. 

{b) Any veteran who is a patient residing at a 

hospital operated by the veterans administration. within or 

outside the state, and residents of all institutions under 

the jurisdiction of the state board of institutions• except 

the Montana state prison at Deer lodge, will be entitled to 

fish without a license. Such resid~nts shall carry a permit 

on a form prescribed by the commission and sign~d by the 

superin~endent of the institution in lieu of a license. 

(c) Disabled persons are entitled to fish without a 
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license, if they are ~esidents of Montana nut residin] in an 

institution and are certifi~d as disabled by a licensed 

medic.ll docto~9 licensed to practice medicine in MontanJ. 

Disability is defined as a physical or mental condition 

that prevents a person from doinq any substantial gainful 

work that is expected to last for the rest of their lifA. 

Such disabled persons shall carry a permit on a form 

prescribed by the commission. 

(d) If a person is convicted of a violation of the 

fish and game laws or regulations of Montana. the privile~e 

confe~red by this subsection shall be revJked for not less 

than six (b) months. 

(e) Residents, as dafined by section 26-202.3• under 

the age of fifteen (151 years may purchase Class A-1, A-3, 

and A-5 licenses at two dolla~s (S2) per license. 

(f) The co~mission. by rule or ..-eJu1 at ion, may 

prescribe the number of Class B-5 and B-6• d-7, s-a. or B-10 

1 icenses to be issued in each of the hunting districts 

designated by it. Any 1icense sold may be restricted to a 

specific hunting area and •ay specify the species, age, and 

sex to be taken in order to insure the proper management and 

propagation of game animals in these areas, provided, 

however. that no number limit shall be placed on 6-7, 3-8 

and B-10 license by ar-ea except in major hunter 

concentration areas as determined by the commission. Not 
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more than seventeen thousand (17,000) nonresident big game 

combination 1 icenses (B-10) may be sold in any one license 

year-. 

(g) Special antelope licenses. In the event ti1£ numoer 

of valid applications for special antelope licenses for a 

huntino district exceeds the quota set by the commission for 

the district. such licenses shall be awarded by a drawing. 

Persons making valid application who did not receive an 

ant~lope 1 icense during the season immediately preceding the 

drawing shall be given first preference in such drawing for 

first, second and third choice hunting districts. The 

commission shall have the authority to promulgate such rules 

and regulations as are necessary to implement this 

subsection. 

{h) Special elk permits. In the event the number of 

valid applications for special elk permits for a hunting 

district exceeds the quota set by the commission for the 

district, these permits shall be awarded by a drawing. 

Persons makin9 valid application who did not receive a 

S!Jecial alk parmit durino the season immediataly preceding 

the drawing shall receive first preference in this drawing 

for first, second, and third choice hunting districts. The 

commission may promulgate the rules necessary to implement 

this subsection. 

(17) Only one (11 license of any one (1) classo ~xcept 
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Class B-3 and B-4 1 icenseso shall be issued to 3ny one {1) 

pe~son~ provided• however. that the commission may p~escribe 

rules and regulations for the issuance or sale of a 

replacement 1 icense of th~ same class in th~ ev€nt the 

original license is lost, stolen or destroyed upon payment 

of the sum of one dollar ($1)• 

( 16) Class AAA License--Sportsman's license. Any 

resident, as defined by section 26-202.3• who is twelve (12) 

years of age or older• upon payment of the sum of 

thirty-five dollar~ ($35) ~hall be entitled to a sportsman's 

license which shall permit the holder to exercise all rights 

granted to holders of Class A, A-1, A-3. A-5, A-6 and 

~esident conservation Jjcenses as prescribed in section 

26-230. The commission shall furnish each holder of a 

sportsman's license an appropriate decal. 

(19) Class D-1 license--Nonresident Mountain Lion 

License. Any person not a resident as defined in section 

26-202.3, but who is twelve {12) years of age or older and a 

holdPr of a nonresident Class B-2 combination license, upon 

payment of the sum of twenty-five dollars (S25) ':.O ·'"Y dCJent 

of the fish and game commission authorized to issue fishin'] 

and hunt in~ 1 icenses shall be entitled to a Class 0-1 

licen~e. which shall entitle the holder thereof to pursue, 

hunt, shooto kill and possess mountain lion as authorized by 

the rules anj regulations of the co•mission. 
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(20) Class 0-2 lic~nse--Resident Mountain Lion lic~nse. 

Any pe~son who is a resident as defined in section 26-202.3• 

and who is twelve (12) yea~s of aJ? or olo~~. upon payment 

of the sum of five dolla~s (S5) to any agent of the fish and 

game commission autho~ized to issue fishing and hunting 

licenses shall be entitled to a Class D-2 license, which 

shall Entitle the holde~ the~eof to pu~sue, hunt, shoot, 

ki 11 and possess mountain 1 ion as autho~ized by the rules 

and ~egulations of the co~mission. 

(21) Special elk or rtee~ 1 icenses. (a) Any person who 

is th~ holder of a valid ~esident elk license or a Class 

B-10 nonresident big game combination license may apply for 

a special elk license upon payment of a fee of one dolla~ 

(SLJ • 

(b) Any pe~son who is the holder of a valid resident 

dee~ license o~ any non~esident who holds a Class B-2 

1 icense and a valid deer tag may apply for a special deer 

license upon payment of a fee of one dolla~ (S1). 

(c) The commission shall have 

promulgate such rules and regulation~ as 

the 

are 

authodty 

necessa,.-y 

to 

to 

impleMent this subsection. 

12.ZJ.-.U.a~L.-l.ll.en:o..e=D.Qn___ctli.li~lw1U:.ll_l~~ 

!~~g!LllilJ;._;LraliQI!.f:!L_<lL.d.JlliJ.H!I! in 26-ZDZ.....J_ dnd who i~ 

.u__~r.:o-.llL~lL!£!_ older. ~~nLci_tttc c.ym of $1Q__t.g 

iill.l! a01ent Qf_t.he_f.l.:ill__aruL_sal!l.!L_~;.QIDl!!llll.2n_ aLi thor i ~-~ 
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~-_Li!ihi.n_g_~-lllmli~J~~!illlit.LuL..tlLiLU~~ 

E~Jk~~~~~-~~~~~L~~~~~~~ 

l2YL!i.Wa-!llmt.L-.:illnnt...1.._kilL._aruLp_~~~:t as author i L.eJ1 

b.)(_tbe ryles gf_:the commjssiiln£ 

1.U1__o_,~ L i ceose=U.U.d.i:.n1.___bgb~_}_l.f.nn.:o_e.__A.!l.x 

p_fi.:i{l!L-KhQ_i..:;-'LLesjdent as defjned jn 2b-2~~~ 

12 yearS of g~ older, upon paym~nt o~-~-_!Z__t.g 

goy agent__Qf_ the fiSh and gaae c~sjon author~_t.g 

issue -hUnting and fjshing ljtenses. is enti~led t~-~ 

E=L-li~_lthi.l;h._Jll..wt:i__t,lli: hol dcr of the 1 i (;.l!!lil.~il 

l2UL!i.Wa_bY.O~~!J..Q{lt~tillt._aruL~l'-ll.Ob~__g:i___gJLt..llilLi._L.eJl 

U.)(_!lle_~gf_:the coni ss ion • • 

Section 3. Section 26-301• R.C.M. 1q47, is amend·~d to 

read as follows: 

"26-301. Restrictions of manner of taking and 

possessio~ fish and game and powers of commission ~elating 

thereto. (l} It shall b~ unlawful for anyone to takeo 

captu..-et shoot, kill, or attempt to take, capture, shoot or 

kill, any game animal, or game bird from any self ~rop2ll2d 

or drawn vehicle, or on• or from any public hig~way in the 

state of Montana, or by the aid or with the use of uny set 

gun, jack-lighto or othe~ artificial light, trap, snare, 

salt lick, nor shall any such set ~un, jack-light or oth~r 

artificial 1 ight, trap, snare, salt lick or other devi~~ to 

entrap or entice game animals or game birds be used, ma1e o~ 
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set, nor may rifl~s be used to hunt or shoot up13nd game 

birds unless the use of rifles is permitted by the 

commission; provided, however, that this does not prohibit 

th~ shooting of wild wat~rfowl from blinds over decoys with 

' shotgun only, not larger than a number ten 110) gauge 

fired from the shoulder, nor shall any game fish be caught, 

captured, or taken, or attempted to be caughtr captured or 

taken by the aid or with the use of any gun, or trap, nor 

shall any such set gun, or trap or other device to entrap 

game fish be used, •ade, or set. 

12) (a) No game birds or game or fur-bearing animals 

shall be killed, taken or shot at fro~ any aircraft, nor 

shall any aircraft be used for the purpose of concentrating, 

pursuing, jriving, rallying or stirring up any game or 

migratory birds, game or fur-bearing animals, nor shall any 

powerboat, sailboat, or any boat under sail or any floating 

device towed by a powerboat, sailboat, or any boat under 

sniT be used for the purpose of killing, capturing, taking, 

pursuin]9 concentrating, driving or stirrinq up any upland 

gam~ ~irds, or game or fur-b~arir1~ animJls. 

(b) No person in an aircraft in the air shall spot or 

locate any tame. or migratory bird, game or fur-bearini 

ani.-,als and communicate the location or approximat~> loc;ltion 

thereof by any signals whatsoever, wheth?r radio, visu~l or 

otherwise, to any person or persons then on the ground. 
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(3) No person shall take into a field or forest, or 

have in his possession while out hunting, any devic~ or 

mechanism d2vised to silence• or muffle or minimize the 

report of any firearms, whether such device or mechanism be 

operated from or attached to any firearm. 

14) No person may use a shotgun to hunt, kill or shoot 

deer except with loads as specified by the commission. 

(5} No person shall chase with dogs any of the game or 

fur-b~aring animals as defined by the fish and game laws of 

this state; provided, however, that livestock owners, 

employees of the state fish and game co•mission and of the 

federal fish and wildlife service ~ay use dogs in pursuit of 

stock-killing oears, ~~ stock-killin~ mountain lions,~ 

s.l.J:Ick-k j 11 j n:;;,~u or other means of tak i nq stock-k i 11 i ny 

bears~ ~d stock-killing mountain lionsL-_and-~k-killin~ 

hQb~ except the use of the dead fall; providing, however, 

that traps used in capturing bear shall be inspected twice 

each day, which inspection shall be ~we+ye-f12t hours apart; 

and provided further, that a person may take game birds 

durin~ th·?" nj:)en season th..:reon wi"th thP ai.~ of ~ do<~ o,. .IOJ::.-

and 1ny per son or association organ i: 2ed for thE> prot~::'' t ion 

of game-. m:Jy run field trid1S at :~ny titm=> up·Jn o:..•t.:oinin·~ 

written permission from the state fish and game director. 

(6) Th0 stat~ fish ~nd yame <ommis~iJn sh~ll have the 

power to desiJndt2 C€rtain ~aters where set lin~s may be 

-1H-
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used to fish for certain S?ecies of game or nongame fish, 

and the commission •ay designate the number of hooks and 

lines and the length of I ine or lines which may be used as 

set lines. 

17) Game fish shall be taken only by angling, that is 

by hook and single line in hand or singl~ rod in hanu, or 

within immediate cont~ol; this does not prevent, however~ 

the snagging of paddlefish, coho (silver salmon)• and 

kokanee (sockeye salmon) when the commission shall declare 

an open season when paddlefish, coho (silver salmon)• and 

kokanee (sockeye salmon) may be taken by 

taking of paddlefish with long bow and 

5naggin:], the 

arrow when the 

commission shall declare an open season when paddlefish may 

be taken by long bow and arrow, the taking of walleyed pike, 

sauger, northern pike and nongame fish with spear or gig 

when the co.mission shall declare an open serlson for teking 

walleyed piket sauger, northern pike and nongame fish with 

spear or gig, nor the use of landing net or gaff to land a 

game fish after the same has been hJoked by angling as above 

specified, nor does it prevent the taking of minnows vther 

than game fish variety by the use or aid of a net not to 

exceed ~wetve--t12t feet in length and fo~r-f4t feet in 

widtht in such waters 35 may Ge desi4nated by the 

commission. 

(8) No person, while hunting game animals or game 
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birds shall use a motor-driven vehicle ~n any other than an 

established road or trail, unless he has reduced a big game 

animal to possession and cannot easily retrieve said bi; 

game anjmal, in which case a ~otor-driv2n VGhicle m2y be 

used to retrieve the big game animal. except in ar~as where 

more restrictive regulations apply or wher~ the landowner 

has not granted such permission, provided that after such 

retrieval, such motor-driven vehicle is again returned to an 

established road or trail by the shortest possible route. 

For purposes of safety and allowing normal trav-el., a 

motor-driven vehicle may be parkeo on th~ roadsid~ o~ 

directly adjacent to said road or trail. No person, while 

hunting game animals or game birds, shall drive or atte~pt 

to drive, run or attempt to runt molest or attempt to 

molest, flush or atte~pt to flush, or harass or attempt to 

harass any 9ame animal or game bird with the use ~r aij of 

any motor-driven vehicle. No person. while huntin~ 11ame 

animals or game birds shall drive through any retired 

cropl~n~, ~rush area, slough ar2ay timber arf1·a.- OP"" 

prairie, or unharvested or harvested croplcind, except u~on 

an establisheJ road or trail unless written permlssion has 

been given by the land owner and in possession of the 

hunter. The r-estrictions in this subsec.tio:-1 on motor-driv~n 

vehicle use off an established road or trail apply only to 

hunting on state or private land, not to hunting on federal 

-20-



' 

LC 0339/01 lC 033'1/01 

land unless the federal a9ency specifically requests or "26-307. \oiaste of fish or game -- hunting or fishin') 

2 approves state enforcement. durinl closed season killing more than one gam? anim~l --

3 {9) Whenever said fish and game commission shall have 3 exceptions. {1) It shall be unlawful and a Misdemeanor for 

4 ~ade any ord0rs, rules or ra~ulations for tt1e carrying out 4 any p~rson responsible for the death of 3ny game anim~l of 

5 of the powers granted to it under this act, the same shall 5 this state, excepting grizzly, black and brown bear~ ~ftd 

6 take effect and be in force fro~ and after the publication 6 mountain lion, ~bobcat. to detach or remove from the 

7 and posting of notice of said orders, rules and regulations 7 c3rcass only the head, hide, antlers, tusks or teeth, or any 

3 as required by the fish and game laws. 8 or all of aforesaid parts, or to waste any part of any ";ame 

q (10) The provisions of this section relating to methods q animal, game bird, or game fish suitabl~ for food, or to 

IO of herding, driving, capturing, taking, locating or 10 abandon· the carcass of any ga""" animal in the field, except 

ll concentrating of f i sht game animals, game oirds or 11 black and bro~n bear~ 8ftd mountain lion, ana_ bobcat, which 

12 fur-bearing animals do not apply to the department of fish 12 need have removed and taken from the carcass only the head 

13 and qa~e, or any employee thereof, while acting within the 13 or the hide of such bear~ o~ mountain lion, ~L_~~ and 

14 scope and course of the powers and duties of the department. 14 except grizzly bear, which need have removed and taken from 

15 Any person violating any of the provisions of this 15 the carcass only the head and hide and such other parts as 

1:'> section shall be deemed guilty of a misdemeanor and shall be 16 the state fish and game commission may demand for scientific 

lT punishable as provided by law." 17 purposes. All ?arts of grizzly bear demanded by the 

18 Section 4. Section 26-303.5, R.c.M. 1947• is am~nded 18 commission for scientific ~urposes must be delivered to an 

19 to read as follows: 1'1 offjcer or employee of the commission for inspection as soon 

20 "26- 303. 5. Use of doejs for hunt in] mountain 1 ion illli.l ~'G as possible after removal and the commission shall •~turn to 

21 b~~t· The Montana fish and game commiss>on shall have 21 th~ licensee any bone structure ~nd skull within one year 

2l authority to allow and regulate the use of dogs for hunting 22 upon written request. The hide shall b<: returne-d 

23 mountain lion ~Qd_b~~·· 23 immediately. 

24 Section 5. Sect ion 26-307, R.c.M. 1947• is anv'>nd~d to 24 {?) It shall b2 unlawful and a misdemeanor for any 

25 r"a<1 as follows: 25 person to kill more thdn one game animal of any one species, 

-21- -22-
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in any one 1 icense year, unless the killing of more than one 

game animal of such species has been 

regulations of the fish and game commission. 

authorized by 

(3) It shall be unlawful and a misdemeclnor fo~ any 

person during the closed season on any species of game 

animal, game bird or fish to take, hunt, shoot, kill or 

capture any such game animal or such game bird or to fish 

for or c~tch any such fish.• 

Section 6. There is a new R.c.H. section that reads as 

follows: 

Commission to regulate trapping of bobcat. The fish 

and game com•ission •ay allow and regulate the trapping of 

bobcats. 

Section 1. Section 46-1902, R.c.H. 1947, is amended to 

read as follows: 

•46-1902. Meaning of term •wilrl animal.• For the 

purpose of this act the term •wild animal• shall include 

coyot2, lynxt bobe&ty and any other animal causing 

depredations upon livestock.• 

Section a. Section 46-1903, R.C.M. 1947, is amended to 

read as follows: 

•46-1903. Oepartment to supervise destruction of 

predatory animals co-op~ratjon with other ag~nci~s 

administration of moneys. (1) The department of 1 ivestock 

shall conduct the destruction, extermination, and control of 
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wild animals including coyote, lynx, bobe~t and other wild 

animals pr~datory in nature and capable of killing, 

destrvying, mdiming, o~ injuring domestic liv~s~ock or 

domestic poultry; and the protection and safeguarding of 

livestock and poultry in this state, against depreda~ions 

from these animals. The de~art.ent shall formulate the 

practical progra~s for accomplishing these objectives in 

this state, and for carrying out the pro3rams in an 

efficient and practical manner, responsive to the need for 

contro1 in 2ach area of thjs state. The de9artment shall 

adopt rules appl i cab1 e to predatory animal control, which 

are necessary and proper for the systematic 

the wild animals by hunting, trapping, 

destruction of 

and poisoning 

operations, and payments of bounties. The department shall 

make field, area, range, or other orders and instructions, 

including orders and instructions to hunter and tr--"';rper 

personnel and others. which are a~propriate in th~ various 

areas, at different seasons of the year, takinJ into 

cJnsidLrati0n the habits, ~resence, rni Jr~tions, or movemEnts 

of the animals, and their attacks on livestock and poultry, 

either singly or in packs or bands. Thg depart~ent shall 

cooperate with authorized re~resentatlves of the fe1eral 

governm~nt 1 including the Biolo1ical Survey and the Fish and 

Wild Life Service, the state fish and game commission, 

boards of county commissioners9 voluntary associations of 

-24-
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stockgrowers,. sheep;~rowers, ranchers, tarmf!rs., and 

z sportsmen, an:l corporations and individuals, in the 

3 syste~atic destruction of wild animals by hunting, trapping, 

~ 2nd poisoni~g op~rations. 

5 (2) The department shall administer and expend for 

6 predatory animal extermination and control all money which 

1 is made available to it, including the money from the levy 

8 under s~e~+on 84-5l14t and all •oney which is made available 

9 to the department by appropriations made by the legislature 

10 for predatory animal control by the depart,.ent. The 

11 department shall expend the funds for predatory ani~al 

12 control by all effective means, including employment of 

13 hunters., trappers, and other personnel, procurement of 

14 tra?s• poisons, equipment, and supplies, and paymeno of 

15 bounties in the discretion of the department, responsive to 

16 the necessi~ies of control in various areas of the state. 

11 (3) This section does not interfere with or impair the 

19 power and duties of the fish and game commission in the 

19 control of predatory animals by the commission, as 

20 authorized ~y law, nor the obligation of the c0mmission to 

21 expend its funds in cooperation with the department, for 

22 predatory animal control, as required by law. Funds of the 

23 fish and 1ame commission for the coope~ative p~edatory 

24 animal control shall be administered and ~xoendad by the 

25 fish and game commission." 

-End-
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SENATE BILL HO. 47 

Approved by Cornm. 
on Fish and Game 

INTRODOCED BY ROBEBTS, BEOiN, BOILlN, tEHSIN~ 

A BILL l'OB All ACT EHTITl!D: "lN ACt TO PROVIDE l'CB TRE 

~AHAGE~ENT OF THE BOBCAT AS 1 ~ FOB-BE1RI8~ AKI!AL; 

lli'EMDHIG SECTIONS 26-201, 26-202.1, 26-301, 26-303.5, 

ilti jQ7o 46-1902, AND 46-1903, R.C. 5. 1947." 

BE IT FNlCTED BY THE LEGISLATOR! OF TRF STATE CF BORTABA: 

section 1. section 26-201, B.C.ll. 1947, is a•ended to 

read as follows: 

"26-201. Definitions. For the purpose of this act. tbe 

follo~inq shall be construed, respectively to •ean: 

Co••ission. ~he state fish and ga•e co••ission. 

Person. The plural or singular, •ale or fe•ale, as the 

case ae•ands, including individual, associations, 

partnerships, and ccrporations, unless the conteit otherwise 

requires. 

cpen season. The ti•e during wbich gawe birds, fish, 

ga•e and far-bearing ani•als •ay be lawfully taken. 

Closed season. The ti•e during vbicb ga•e birds, fish, 

galle and fur-tearing ani•als may not be lawfully taken, 

Angling or fishing. The taking of, or atte•pting to 

take fish by hook and single line or single red in band or 

within ia•ediate control. 

SECOND R E A 0 I N G 

SB O<l117;C2 

Upland game birds. Sharptail grouse, Hue grouse, 

2 prairie cbic~en, sage hen or sage grouse, fool ben, ruffed 

3 grouse, cowaonly called native fheasant or native partridge, 
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quail, Chinese pheasant and "ongolian pheasant, cowwonly 

called ring-necked pheasant, Hungarian partridge, ptarwigan, 

wild turkey, and chnkar partridge. 

8igratory game birds. Waterfowl. including wild ducks. 

wild geese, brant, and swans; cranes, including little 

brown, sandhill and whooping cranes; rails, including coots, 

gallinules, sora or other rails; shore birds, including 

avocets, curlew, dowitcher, godwits, knots, upland plover, 

killdeer, sandpipers, Wilson snipes or jacksnipes, snipes, 

stilts, plovers, villets and yellow legs. 

Ronga11e birds. All wild birds not defined herein as 

upland ga•e birds or •igratcry ga•e birds, shall te dee•ed 

nonga •e birds. 

~awe ani•als. Deer, el~. •oose, antelope, caribou, 

aountain sheep, •ountain goat, aountain lion, aB4 !!R bearz 

~1!i_lll;ol!~!rl. 

Pur-bearing aniwals. 8arten or sable, otter, •uskrat, 

fisher, •ink, ~!~ and beaver. 

Predatory ani•als. Coyote, wolf, weasel, skunk~ and 

Gaae fish. All species of the fa•ily sal•cnidae (chars, 

trout, sal•on, grayling, and whitefish); all species of the 

-2- SB 117 
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genus stizostedicn (sandpike or sauger and walleyed pike o~ 

yello~pike perch): all species of the genus esoi (northern 

pike, pickerel and auskellunge): all species of the genus 

aicropeterus (bass) : all species of the genus polrodon 

(paddlefisb): all species of the fa•ily acipenseridae 

(sturgeon): all species of the genus Iota (hurbct or ling): 

and the species ictalurus punctatus (channel catfish). 

Wild buffalo. Buffalo or tison which have net been 

reduced to captivity. 

Jonga•e wildlife. Any wild •a••al, bird, a•fhitian, 

reptile, fish, •ollusk, crustacean, or other wild aniaal not 

otherwise legally classified by statute or regalation of 

this state." 

Section 2. Section 26-202.1, B.C.!. 1947, is aaended 

to read as follows: 

"26-202.1. Licenses -- fees -- classifications of 

liceases-- fees and pavers under licenses. (l) Class l 

License--Resident Fishing License. Any resident as defined 

by section 26-202.3. upon payaeot of a fee of five dollars 

($5) shall receive a Class A license which shall entitle the 

holder thereof to fish with beet a1d line or rod as 

autborizel by regalatio~s of the cc••ission. 

(2) Class l-1 license--Resident Ga•e Bird license. 

Except as herein provided, any resident as defined by 

section 26-202.3, who is twelTe (12) years of age or elder, 
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may, upon pay•ent of a fee of four dollars (S-1 receiTe a 

Class A-1 license, which will entitle the bolder to pursue, 

bunt, shoot and kill ga•e birds and possess tbe dead todies 

of qa•e birds which are so authorized ty regulations of tbe 

co••issioD. 

(a) No hunting licenses shall be issued tc any 

resident person under the age of eighteen (18) years unless 

he presents to the person authorized to issue such license a 

certificate of co•petency as ~roTided by this section. 

The departaeut of fish and ga•e shall frOTid~ for a 

course of instruction in the safe handling of firear•E and 

for the purpose aay cooperate with any refutable association 

or organization hawing as one of its objectiTes tbe 

promotion of safety in the handling of firear•s. The 

depart•ent aar designate any person found by it to be 

co•petent to giwe instructions in the handling of fitear•s. 

A person so appointed shall give such ccurse of instraction 

and upon the successful co•pletion thereof shall issue to 

the person instructed a certificate cf coapetenoy in the 

sate handling of firearas. 

(3) Class A-2 License--Special Bow and Arrow license. 

A bolder of any one of the following: a Class A-3, 1-11, A-5. 

B-2, fl-5, B-6, B-7, B-8. or B-10 license, aay upon payaent 

~f an additional su• of six dollars ($6) to any agent of the 

fish and gaae comaission authorized to issue fishing and 

-II- SB 117 
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hunting licenses be entitled to a Class l-2 license, which 

shall authoriz€ the bolder tberecf to oUX£Qe 1 bunt, Shoot, 

and kill the game aniaals authorized by the licenses beld 

vith bov and arrov and to possess these carcasses during 

special seasons, and in special areas, as aay te designated 

by the fish and gaae co•aission. 

{4) Class l-3, A-4, A-5, A-6 Licenses. Any resident as 

defined by section 26-202.3 vbo is twelve (12) years of age 

or older, •ay upon payment of the proper fee or fees be 

entitled to purchase oae each of the following liceases: 

Class A-3, Deer 1 Tag, six dcllars {$6) for t~e license year 

beginning ~ay 1, 1976, and sevea dollars {$7) for eacb 

license year thereafter; Class A-4, Deer B Tag, tvelve 

dollars ($12); Class 1-5 Elk Tag, eight dollars (SB); Class 

A-6, Black or Brovn Bear Tag, six dollars ($6) ; which vill 

entitle the holder to pursue, bunt, sboot, and kill the gaae 

animal or ani•als authorized by tbe license held and to 

possess the dead bodies of ga•e ani•als of tbe state vbicb 

are so authorized by the regulation of tbe ao••ission. 

(5) Class B License--Jonresident Fishing License. Any 

person not a ~esident as defined in secticn 26-202.3, upon 

pay•ent of the su• of tventy dollars ($20) to any agent of 

the fish and ga•e co••ission authorized to issue fishing and 

hunting licenses, shall be entitled to a Class B license, 

which shall entitle the holder thereof to fish vitb book and 
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line as authorized by the rules and regulations of tbe 

co••i ssion. 

(6) Class s-1 License--Nonresident Ga•e Eird License. 

~xcept as herein provided, any person not a resident as 

defined in section 26-202.3, but vbo is twelve (12) years of 

age or older, upon pay•eat of tbe so• of thirty dollars 

($30) to any agent of the fish and ga•e co••issioa 

authorized to issue fishing and bunting licenses shall be 

entitled to a Class B-1 license, which shall entitle the 

bolder thereof to pursue, bunt, shoot, till and possess ga•e 

birds as authorized by tbe roles and regulations of the 

co••ission. 

Bo bunting licenses shall be issued to any nonresident 

person under the age of eighteen (18) years unless be 

presents to the persca authorized to issue sucb license a 

certificate of co•petency as provided in section 

26-202.1(2) (a) or a certificate verifying that be bas 

successfully completed a coarse in the safe handling of 

firear•s in any state or province. 

{7) Class B-2 License--Bonresideat Co•bination 

License. iithin tbe li•itations of tbis section or any 

co••ission role, any person not a resident as defined in 

section 26-202.3, but vho is twelve {12) years of age or 

older, upon the Fay•ent of fifty dollars (S50) •ay apply to 

the fish and ga•~ office, Helena, nontana for a Class B-2 
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license, and nonresident conservation license as prescribed 

in section 26-230, vhicb shall authorize the bclde~ to 

pursue, hunt, shoot, kill and possess gaae birds, and tc 

fish vith book and line as authorized by the roles and 

regulations of the coaaission, and to purchase additional 

and special licenses and tags as provided by law or 

coaaission ~egulation. 

(6) Class B-3 License--Teapora~y 

~ourist Fishing License. lny person not 

Bonresident 

a resident 

or 

as 

defined in section 26-202.3, upon payaent of the sua cf ten 

dollars ($10) to any agent of the fish and gaae ccaaissiou 

authorized to issue fishing and bunting licenses, shall be 

entitled to a teaporary nonresident fishing license, vbich 

shall authorize tbe bolder tc fish vith hook and line as 

authorized by the rules and regulations of the fish and gaae 

coamission for a period of siz (6) days inclusive of the 

dates indicated on the license. 

(9) Class 8-5 License--Jonresident Deer License. lny 

person not a resident as defined in section 26-202.3, but 

who is tvelve (12) years of age or older and a bolder of a 

noaresid~ot ccnser•ation license, upon the payeent of t~e 

sui of fifty dollars ($50) shall he entitled to a Class B-5 

license which shall authorize the holder to pursue, bunt, 

shoot, and kill one (1) deer in the area cr areas designated 

in the license, as deterained by the ccaiisEion, and to 
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possess the carcass of saae. 

(10) Class B-6 License--ionresident Antelope License. 

Any person not a resident as defined in section 26-202.3, 

bot vbo is twelve (12) years of age or older and a bolder of 

a Class B-2 nonresident coabination licenfe, upon the 

paywent of the sui of fifty dollars ($50) shall be eatitled 

to a Class B-6 license which shall authorize the bolder tc 

pursue, hnnt, shoot, and kill cne (1) antelope in the area 

designated in the license, as deter•ined by the co•aissicn, 

and to possess the carcass of saae. 

(11) Class B-7 and B-8 Licenses. loy perscn not 11 

resident as defined in secticn 26-202.3, bnt who is twel•e 

' (12) years of age or older, and is a hclder of a B-2 

nonresident coabination license, aay upcn payaent of the 

proper fee or fees and subject to the liiitations prescribed 

by law and co••ission regulation be entitled to apply to the 

Fish and Gaae Office, Helena, !ontana, to purchase one eacb 

of the following licenses: Class B-7, Deer I !11g, fifty 

dollars {S50); Class B-8, Ceer P. rag, fifty doll11rs (f50); 

and vill entitle the holder to pursue, bunt, shoot, and kill 

the ga•e anival or aniials authorized by the license held 

and to possess the dead bodies of ga•e aniaals of the statE 

which are so authorized by the regulations of the 

~om•ission. 

(12) B-10 nonresident big game ccibination license. 
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Any person not a resident as defined in section 26-202.3, 

R. c. !1, 1947 • but w bo is tvelTe ( 12) years of age or older 

may, upon payment of the proper fee or fees and subject to 

the liaitations prescribed by law and coa1ission regulation, 

be entitled to apply to the fish and gaae office, Helena, 

~ontana, to purchase a B-1C nonresident big gaae coabination 

license for tvo hundred twenty-five dollars ($22~) which 

shall entitle the bolder to all the priTileges of a B-2 

nonresident coabination license, a deer l tag, and elk tag 

and a black bear license. This license includes the 

nonresident conserTation license as prescrib~d in section 

26-230, R.C.II. 1911"1. 

(13) Special licenses. Any applicant who is tvelYe (12) 

years of age or older and is a resident as defined by 

section 26-202,3, or any applicant who is tbe bolder of a 

Class B-2 nonresident coabination license aay apply for a 

special license, which in the judgaent of tbe fish and gaae 

coaaission, is to be issued and shall pay the following fees 

therefor: 

!loose, resident twenty-liTe dollars (S25), nonresideat 

one hundred twenty-five dollars ($125); 

l!lcuntain Goat, resident fifteen della x,; ($ 15) • 

nonresident seventy-five dollars {S"15); 

~ountain Sheep, resident twenty-five dcllaxs ($25), 

nonresident one hundred twenty-five dcllars ($125); 
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Antelope. resident five dollars ($5); 

Grizzly Bear, resident twenty-five dollars 

nonresident one \andred twenty-fiye dollars ($125); 

(S25) • 

Black or brown bear, nonresident fiftr dollars (S50), 

In the event a holder of a Talid S(ecial grizzly bear 

licPase kills a grizzly bear, he aust ~urchase a trophy 

license for a fee of t~entt-fiye dollars ($25) vithin tea 

(10) days after date of kill. Such trophy license shall 

authorize the holder to possess and transport said trophy. 

In tbe eTent that the nuaber of valid resident 

applications for licenses exceeds the nuaber of licenses 

which the fish and gaae coaaission desires to issue in any 

hunting district, then the nuaber of licenses issued to 

nonresident license holders in that bunting district shall 

not ezceed ten per cent (101) of the total issued. 

(14) Class c License--Trapper's License, Any resident 

as defined in section 26-202.3, upon aaking a~plication and 

paying the sua of ten dollars (S10) to the fish and gaae 

coaaissiob, shall be entitled to a trapper's license, which 

shall authorize the bolder thereof to trap fur-bearing 

animals AND HUNt BCBCl!, within the state of llontana at sucb 

times and in such manner as aay be lawful so to do under the 

laws of the state and the regulations of the fish and gaae 

commission, and at such places as aay be designated in said 

license. 
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(15) Class C-1 License--Landowner's Trapping License. 

Any oMner or tenant, or aeaber of the isaediate faaily of 

said owner or tenant, upon aaking •FFlication to the fish 

and gaae coaaission, and upon payaent of the sua of one 

dollar ($1) shall be entitled to a landowner's trapping 

license which shall entitle tbe bolder thereof to trap any 

fur-bearing aniaal on land owned or leased by hia, cr his 

iaaediate faaily, at such tiaes and in such aanner as aay be 

lavfnl so to do under the laws of the state and the 

regulations cf the fish and gaae coaaission and at such 

places as aay be designated in said licenses, 

(16) Ezception. (a) A resident under the definition of 

section 26-202.3, who is sizty-tvo (62) years or older shall 

be entitled to fish and bunt gaae birds vith a conservatioa 

license issued by the state fish and gaae coaaission for a 

fee of cne dollar ($1). The fora of such license shall be 

prescribed by the fish and qaae coaaission. 

(b) Any veteran vho is a patient residing at a 

hospital operated by the veterans adainistration, vitbin or 

outside the state, and reside~ts cf all institutions under 

the jurisdiction of the state board of lnstitutions, except 

the ftontana state prison at teer Lodge, vill be entitled to 

fish without a license. Such residents shall carry a perait 

on a fora prescribed by the coamission and signed by the 

superinten·~~t of the institution in lien of a license. 

-11- Sll 47 

2 

3 

q 

5 

6 

7 

8 

9 

10 

11 

12 

1J 

11f 

15 

16 

1'1 

18 

19 

2C 

21 

22 

23 

24 

25 

SB 0047/02 

(c) Disabled persons are entitled tc fish without a 

license, if they are residents of ~ontana not residing in an 

institution and are certified as disabled by a licensea 

aedical doctor, licensed to practice aedicine in ftcntana. 

Disability is defined as a physical or aental condition 

that prevents a person fro• doing any substantial gainful 

vork that is expected to last fer the rest of their life. 

Such disabled persons sball carry a Ferait on a fora 

prescribed by the coaaission. 

(d) If a person is convicted of a violation of the 

fish and gaae lavs or regulations of ftontana, the frivilege 

conferred by this subsection shall be revoked for not less 

' 
than si~ (6) aonths. 

{e) Residents, as defined by section 26-2C2.3, under 

the age of fifteen (15) years aay purchase Class l-1, A-3, 

and l-5 licenses at tvo dollars {$2) per license. 

lfl The coaaission, by rule or regulation, aay 

prescribe the nuaber of Class B-5 and B-6, B-7, B-8, or B-10 

licenses to be issued in each of the hunting districts 

designated by it. Any license sold •ay be restricted to a 

specific hunting area and aay specify the species, age, and 

se~ to be taken in order to insure the proper aanageaent ana 

propagation of gaae aniaals in these areas, Frowided, 

~ovever, that no nuaber liait shall be placed on B-7, E-8 

and B-10 license by area except in aajor hunter 
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concentration areas as deterained by the co••issicn. Bot 

•ore than se~enteen thousand (17.00CI nonresident big gaae 

coabination licenses (B-101 •ay te sold in any one license 

Jear. 

{gl Special antelope licenses. In the event the nuaher 

of valid applications for special antelope licenses for a 

hunting district eaceeds the quota set by the co•aission for 

the district. such licenses shall be awarded by a drawing. 

Persons aaking ~alid application whc did not recei~e an 

antelope license during the season iaaediately preceding the 

drawing shall be gi~en first preference in s~ch drawing for 

first, second and third choice hunting districts. The 

coamission shall have the authority to proanlqate such rules 

and regulations as are necessary to iapleaent this 

subsection. 

(b) Special elk peraits. In the event the nuater of 

~alid applications for special elk peraits for a hunting 

district e~ceeds the quota set bf the ccaaission for the 

district. tbese peraits shall be awarded by a drawing. 

Persons •aking valid applicatioG vbo did not receiYe a 

special elk perait during the season ia•ediately freceding 

the drawing shall receive first preference in this drawing 

for first. second. and third choice hunting districts. The 

covaission aay provulgate the rules necessary to iaple•ent 

this subsection. 
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(17) Only one (1) license of any one (11 class, eacept 

Class B-3 and B-Q licenses, shall be issued to any one (1) 

person, pro~ided, however, that the coa•ission aay prescribe 

rules and regulations tor the issuance or sale of a 

replaceaent license of the saae class in the event the 

original license is lost. stolen or destroyed upon payaent 

of the sua of one dollar ($1) • 

( 18) class Ul Li~ense--Sfortsaan•s License. Any 

resident, as defined by section 26-202.3, vho is twelve (121 

years of age or older. upon payaent of the su• of 

thirty-fi~e dollars ($35) shall be entitled to a spcrtsaan•s 

license which shall permit the holder to e~ercise all rights 

granted to holders of Class 1, A-1, A-3, A-5. A-6 and 

resideut conservation liceuses as prescribed in section 

26-230. The coaaission shall furnish each holder of a 

SfOrts•an•s license an appropriate decal. 

( 191 Class D-1 License--RoDr~sideut eountain Lion 

License. Any person not a resident as defined in section 

26-202.3, ·but vho is t-elve (12) years of age or older and a 

holder of a nonresident Class B-2 coabination license, upon 

payaent of the sua of twenty-five dollars ($25) to any agent 

of the fish and gaae coaaission authori~ed to issue fishing 

and hunting licenses shall he entitled tc a Class D-1 

license, which shall entitle the bolder thereof to pursue, 

bunt, shoot, kill and possess aountain lien as authorized by 
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the rules and regulations of the coaaission, 

(20) Class D-2 License--Resident ftountain Lion License. 

lny person who is a resident as defined in section 26-202,3, 

and who is twelYe (12) years of aqe or elder, upon pay•ent 

of the suw of fiwe dollars ($5J to any aqent of·the fish and 

qaae coawission authorized to issue tishing and bunting 

licenses shall be entitled to a Class D-2 license, which 

shall entitle the holder thereof tc rursne, bunt, shoot, 

till and possess •ountain lion as authorized by the rules 

and regulations of the co•aission. 

(211 Special elk or deer licenses, [a I lny fe rson vbo 

is the bolder of a valid resident elk license or a Class 

B-10 nonresident big ga•e co•bination license aay apply for 

a special elk license upon payaent of a fee of one dollar 

($ 1) • 

(b) Any person who is the bolder cf a valid resident 

deer license or any nonresident who holds a Class B-2 

license and a Yalid deer tag aay apply for a special deer 

license upon payaent of a fee of one dollar ($1). 

(c) The coaaission shall have the authority to 

proaul9ate such rules and regulations as are necessary tc 

i•pleaent this subsection. 

j~di €}ass i 1 'iwease ae~!!~•t !!!tat_!~!1 

~£sea aet a £&@~ieat !§_def~ia_$! ~Oi1a=t!f v~e is 
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aay •!eat ef t~e fi&k==aa9 ~~e eeaaiasiea ·~~riaef= ta 

~ tishia~ aai~eati~ li~7 is eatitled te a €lass 

I 1 lie!!~ vhieh !~_the helieE =!f= the _!!9!!£9 ~! 

2~~ heat, sheet, kill, aaa pesseas ~eheat as ••!!eri~ 

hy the reles ef the sea•jssiea, 

~ vee is a l!!i!!•t as iefjaei i• ~i ~0•11 a§i w~e is 

1 ~ weafis !f a11e BE e!iBI::a J!!!B! payaeat ef tae_HL!f lil te 

~ a!ent _at the fish_ aai~ae &!!~~~ aath~i i! 

~~~t• sheet, kill, aai 2!&&!@§ he~!==!&theEiae! 

hy the sales ef the eeaaiasiea.• 

Section 3, Section 2&-301, B.C.~. 19117, is aaended tc 

read as follo11s: 

"26-301. Restrictions cf aanner of taking and 

possessing fish and gaae and powers of cc•aission relatinq 

thereto, (1) It shall be unlawful for anyone to take, 

capture, shoot, kill, cr atte•Ft to take, capture, sboot or 

kill, any qaae aniaal, or gaae bird fro• any self propelled 

or drawn vehicle, or on, or froa any public highway in the 

state cf ~ontana, or by the aid or with the use of any set 

gun, jack-light, or other artificial light, traf, snare, 

~alt lick, nor shall any such set gun, jack-light or other 

artificial light, trap, snare. salt lick cr other device to 

-16- SB 117 



2 

3 

(I 

5 

6 

7 

a 

'I 

10 

11 

12 

1J 

14 

1'5 

16 

17 

18 

1'1 

20 

21 

22 

23 

2tl 

25 

SB 0047/02 

entrap or entice ga•e aniaals ox gaae birds be used, aade or 

set, nor may rifles be used to bnnt or shoot upland ga•e 

birds unless the use of rifles is peraitted by the 

coaaission: prowided, however, that tbi~ does not prohibit 

the shooting of wild waterfowl fro• blinds over decors with 

a shotgun only, not larger than a nuabex ten 110) gauge 

fired from the shoulder, nor sball any gaae fish be caught, 

capturea, or taken, or atteafted to be caught, captured or 

taken by the aid or with the use of any gun, or trap, nor 

shall any such set gun, or trap or other dewice to entrap 

gane fish be used, aade, or set. , 

(2) (a) lo gaae birds or gaae or fur-bearing aniaals 

shall be killed, taken or shot at fro• any aircra£t, nor 

shall any aircraft be used for the purpose of concentrating, 

pursuing, driwing, rallying or stirring up any gaae or 

migratory birds, gaae or fur-bearing ani•als, nor shall any 

powerboat, sailboat, or any boat under sail or any floating 

device towed by a pcwerboat, sailboat, or anr boat under 

sail be used for the purpose of killing, capturing, taking, 

pursuing, concentrating, driving or stirring up any upland 

gaae birds, or gaae or fur-tearing ani~als. 

(b) No person in an aircraft in the air shall spot or 

locate any gaae, or aigratory bird, ga•e or fur-bearing 

ania~ls and coaaunicate the location or aFproximate location 

thereof by any signals whatsoever, whether radio. wisual or 
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otherwise, to anr person or persons then on the ground. 

(3) 5o person shall take into a field or forest, or 

have in his p<.·ssession vhile out hunting, any deYice or 

aechanisa deYised to silence, or auffle or ainiaize the 

report of any firearas, whether such device or aechanisa be 

operated fro• or attached to any fireara. 

(4) llo person aay use a shotgun to hunt, till or shoot 

deer except with loads as specified by the coaaissicn. 

(5} Ro person shall chase vith dogs aor of the gaae or 

fur-bearing aniaals as defined by the fish and gaae laws of 

this state; prowided, howeyer, that liwestock owners, 

eaployees of the state fish and gaae coaaissioa and of the 

federal fish and wildlife service aay use dogs in pursuit of 

stock-killing bears. ..e stock-killing aountain lions, and 

~1!!ling bobcats or other aeans of taking stock-killing 

bearsL &&4 stock-killing aountain lionsL- and__iig£k-killing 

bobcats except the use of the dead fall: prowiding, howewer. 

that traps used in capturing Lear shall be inspected twice 

each day,'which inspection shall be ~~12+ hours apart; 

and prowided further. that a person aay take gaae birds 

during the open season thereon with the aid of a dog or dogs 

and any person or association organized for the protection 

of ga•e, ~ay run field trials at any tiae upon obtaining 

written peraission froa the state fish and gaae directcr. 

{6) Tbe state fish and gaae coaaission ~hall baye the 
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power to designate certain vate£s where set lines aay be 

used to fish for certain species of gaae or noogaae fish, 

and the coaaission aay designate the nuaber of hccks and 

lines and the length of line or lines vhich aay be used as 

set lines. 

(7) Gaae fish shall be taken only by angling, that is 

by hook and single line in band or single red in hand, or 

within iaaediate control; this does not preYent, hoveYer, 

the snagging of paddlefisb, coho (silver salaon), and 

kokanee (sockeye salaon) vhen the coaaission shall declare 

an open season when paddlefish, coho (silver salaon), and 

kokanee (sockeye salaon) aay be taken by snagging, the 

taking of paddlefish vith lcng hov and arrov when the 

coaaission shall declare an open season vhen paddlefisb aay 

be taken by long bov and arrov, the taking of walleyed pike, 

sanger, northern pike and nongaae fish vith spear or gig 

when the coaaission shall declare an Ofen season for taking 

walleyed pike, sanger, northern pike and nongaae fish with 

spear or gig, nor the use of landing net or gaff to land a 

gaae fish after tbe saae has been hooked by angling as aboYe 

specified, nor does it prevent the tak~ng of ainncvs ether 

than gaae fish variety by the use or aid of a net not to 

exceed twel•e (12~ feet in length and ~~~t feet in 

width, in such vaters as aay be designated by the 

coaaission-
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(8) !lo person, vhile bunting gaae aniaaloe or gaae 

birds shall use a actor-driven vehicle on any ether than an 

established road or trail, unless be has reduced a tig gaae 

aniaal to possession and cannot easily retrieve said big 

gaae aniaal, in which case a actor-driven vehicle aay be 

used to retrieve the big gaae animal, except in areas where 

•ore restrictive regulations apply or where the landowner 

b~s not granted such peraission, provided that after such 

retrieval, such actor-driven vehicle is again returned to an 

established road or trail by tbe shortest fOssible route. 

For purfoses of safety and allowing noraal traYel, a 

aotor-driven vehicle aay be parked on the roadside or 

' 
directly adjacent to said road or trail. Rc person, while 

hunting gaae aniaals or gaae birds, shall drive or atteapt 

to drive, run or atteapt to run, aolest or atteapt to 

aolest, flush or atteapt to flush, or harass or atteaft to 

harass any gaae aniaal or gaae bird vitb the use or aid of 

any aotor-drivea vehicle. Ho person, while bunting gaae 

aniaals or gaae birds shall drive through any retired 

cropland, brush area, slough area, tiaber area, open 

prairie, or unharvested or barYested cropland, exce~t ufOn 

an established road or trail unless written peraission has 

been given by the land owner and in possessioD of the 

h_unter. The restrictions in this subsection on actor-driven 

vehicle use off an established read or trail apply cnly to 
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hunting on state or private land, not to hunting on federal 

land unless the federal agency specifically requests or 

approves state enforceaent. 

(9) Whenever said fish and qaae cc••ission shall have 

made any orders, rules or regulations for the carrying out 

cf the pavers granted to it under this act, the saae shall 

take effect and be in force froa and after the publication 

and posting of notice of said orders, rules and regulations 

as required by the fish and gaae laws. 

(10) Tbe provisions of this section relating to aethods 

of herding, driving, capturing, taking, locating or 

concentrating of fish, gaae aniaals, gaae birds or 

fur-bearing aniaals do not apply to the departaent of fish 

and game, or any eaployee thereof, while acting within the 

scope and course of the pavers and duties of the departaent. 

Any person violating any of the provisions of this 

section shall be deeaed guilty cf a aisdeaeauor and shall be 

rnnishable as provided ty law.~ 

section q, Section 26-303.5, R.C.ft, 19q7, is aaended 

to read as follows: 

"26-303.5. Use of doqs for hunting aonntain lion and 

hoE£ll. The llontana fish and gaae coaaission sball havE 

authority to allow and regulate the use of dogs for hontioq 

aountain lion !gS_bobcat." 

~-~ See~iaa ~' ~~11 ioboRo 19-7 1 i& aaeala& ta 
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•eai as fellaws1 

·~' ~01, wasta af fish a£ t••• haati&! ..- fishiaa 

.-.~. -.:-- ... , ... ..- ..... ~ .... ...._.._ __ ... __ -- _ .. ..._ 1.1_,; --- ~~--_.._ ... ,.:JI'II_.l"'l---..,.~~-...,. ... -.: _ ..... - .......... .., ............................... ~-m~---.;r------.;o,..,__..-..............,-,--.-------------

aay persea aeepaasi~le fa£ the &eath ef aay taae aaiaal af 

~ state, eaaeptist ~·~y, hlas5-asl h£aaa ~ear1 a.4 

aeeataia lisa, aal he~•!!¥ te letash ££ £eaeve faea th~ 

eaaeaes ealy the hea40 hila, aatleas, tasks a£ teeth, ~ 

aaiaalo aaaa hial, aa aa..-fiah saitahle fa£ feel. RE ta 

ahaelea the eaaeass ef aay t••a aaiaal ia t~a fie18 1 aaeept 

hlaak as& haeva hea~ aal aeaataia lisa, !Ri -sh&!A£ ftHh 

aae& have £eaevea aal takea faaa the saraaas ealy the heal ... 
easept !£iaaly heaa1 whish aeai have aeasvei aai takes faa• 

the saasass aaly the heal aa& hiiE aaa sash s-hea pa£..__.. 

.......... _ _.,_.. ....... .:.;...,.L _A--......1_ ft••e .......... .3._...,._.,,;_. MftM d.e---_A---~---"---·.,;,~;-

paEpese&o Ill paEt& af !Eie•ly h~aE ieaa.ee4- hy the 

effieeE e£ eaplayee ef the eeaaisaiea fe£ iaspee-iea as seas 

the lieeasee aay aeae stEeete£e aai ekall eithia eae yea£ 

~ waittea ae~aeat, the aiie shall he £eta£aei 

~-H- eha ll l!te ealawfel eai a aisdeaeaee£ feE aay 
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pe£&811 '" llill &&E'e t;ilaa 8Re "fill&& aaiaal ef aay eae s~ 

*-•Y 8118 lieease yea£ 1 ealess 41ile llilliR!I ef aeEe thaa eae 

sash spesies has aeea aatile£ia8i hy 

Ul It shall lie 1111lallf&l 

peEsea &a£iR"f ta@ slesei aeasea ea a ay epesies ef "fil .. 

aaiaal, "fil&e ai£8 ee fislo te take, heat, slleet; 1 ~• 

..,._,.,_.a___.b,;_..., .... ________ ""-----~ 

Seetiea '" ~he£& is a aev loGolo 

talle11s1 

Geaaissiea te E&"f&late-_..appiB"f ef 8eh&ato -4he fish 

aai "fil&e seaaiesiea aay allew aail H!'llllate tct.e teaniaCJ-fi 

Section 5. Section 46-1902, B.C.!. 1941, is aaended to 

read as follows: 

"46-1902. ~eaning of tera •wild aniaal," Fa£ the 

purpose of this act the tera •wild aniaal 8 shall include 

coyote • lJn~. lt<H>~ and any otbe£ aniaal causing 

depredations upon livestcck." 

Section 6. Section 46-1903, R.C·"· 1947, is aaended to 

read as follows: 

"46-1903. Departaent tc supervise destruction of 

predatory aniaals co-operation with other ag~ncies 

adainistra~ion of aoneys. [1) The departaent of livestock 
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shall conduct the destruction, extermination, and control of 

wild ani•als including coyote, lynx, ~ and other wild 

aniaals predatory in nature and capatle of killing, 

destroying, aai•ing, or injuring dcaestic livestock or 

doaestic poultry; and the protection and safeguarding of 

liyestock and poultry in this state, against depredations 

from these ani•als .. The departaent shall foraula te the 

practical prograas for accoa~lishing these objectives in 

this state, and for carrying oat the prograas in an 

efficient and practical •anner, responsive to the need fer 

control in each area of this state, !be departaent shall 

adopt roles applicable to predatory aniaal ccntrcl, which 

a~e necessary and proper tor the systeaatic destruction of 

the vild aniaals by hunting, trapping, and poisoning 

operations, and payaents of bounties. The departaent shall 

aake field, area, range, or otber orders and instrnctions, 

including orders and instructions to banter and trapFer 

personnel and others, vhich are appropriate in the various 

areas, at different seasons of the year, taking into 

consideration the habits, p~esence, aig~ations, o~ aoveaents 

of the aniaals, and their attacks on livestock and poultry, 

either singly or in packs or bands. The departaent shall 

cooperate witb authori2ed ~epresentatives of the federal 

qovernvent, including the Biological survey and the Pish and 

Wild Life Service, the state fish and gaae co•aission, 

-24- SB 41 
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boarrls of ~cunty coamissioners, voluntary associations of 

stockgrovers, sheepqrovers, ranchers, far11ers, and 

S!'crtsl>en, and corporations and individuals, in tbe 

4 systematic destruction of wild animals by hunting, traFriog, 

, and poisoning operations. 

6 (21 The department shall adainister and expend for 

1 p~edatory animal extermination and central all money which 

8 is •ade available to it, including the money fro• the levy 

9 under s~s€~ 84-5214, and all •oney wbicb is •ade available 

10 to the depart•ent by appropriations •ade by the legislature 

11 for predatory aniaal control by the departaent. The 

12 department shall e~pend the funds for predatory ani•al 

13 control by all effective means, including e•ployaent of 

14 hunters, trappers, and other personnel, procurement of 

15 traps, poisons, equip•ent, and supplies, and payment of 

16 boun~ies in the discretion of the dcpartaent, responsive to 

11 the necessities of control in various areas of the state. 

HI {~ This section does net interfere with cr iafair the 

19 pover and duties of the fish and game ccmaission in tbe 

~0 control cf 10redatory aniaals by the cc••issicn, as 

21 authorized by law, nor the obligation cf the coaaission to 

22 expend its funds in cooperation vita tbe depattaent, for 

23 predatory animal central, as required by law. Funds of the 

2~ fish and ga•e co•aission tor the cooperative Ftedatory 

25 animal control shall te adainistered and expended by the 
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fish and game coaaission," 
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SENATE BILL MO. 47 

INTRODUCED BY BOBEBTS, B~OiM, BOJLIJ, LERSIM~ 

J. EILL FOP U ACT EIIT ITli!D: "AN ACT TO PROVIDE FCB TilE 

"ANAGE~ENT Of THE BOBCAT AS l ~ FUB-BlARIBG III~IL; 

A~ENDI~G SFCTIOMS 26-201, 26-202.1, 26-301. 26-303. s. 

;li .Q7 0 46-1902, AND 46-1903, i.C.~. 1941." 

BE IT F~ACTED BJ THE LEGISLATURE OP THE STATB CP ~OBTAI~: 

Section 1. section 26-201, B.C.~. 1947, is a•ended to 

read as follows: 

"26-201. Definitions. For the purpose of this act, the 

following shall be construed, respectively to •ean: 

Co••ission. ~he state fish and ga•e co••ission. 

P~rson. The plural or singular, •ale or fe•ale, as tbe 

case de•ands, including indhidnal. associations, 

~artnerships, and ccrporations, unless tbe contezt otherwise 

[eqoires .. 

c~en season. The ti•e daring which ga•e birds, fish, 

ga•e ard fur-bearing ani•als •ar be lawfully taken. 

Closed season. The ti•e during which ga•e birds, fish, 

qaae ar.~ fur-tearing ani•als may oct oe lawfully taken. 

Ar~linq or fishing. Tbe taking of, or atte•Ftinq to 

tak~ fish by hook and singl£ line or single red ir. hand or 

vit~io i•~£diate ccntrcl. 

There are 
be rerun. 

no changes in 
Please refer 

.5/3rijt', and due 
to yecopy for 

' 

SB 001t7/C2 

'1 pland g aJOe birds. Shar ptail grouse, blue grouse, 

2 prairie chicken, sage hen or sage grouse, fool ben, ruffed 

l grouse, co••only called native fheasant or native partridge, 

II 

5 

6 

7 

8 

9 

10 

1 1 

12 

11 

14 

15 

16 

17 

1/l 

19 

2:1 

21 

22 

23 

2ij 

25 

to length will 
complete text. 

quail, Chinese pheasant and ~ongolian pheasant, co••only 

called ring-necked ~heasant, Hungarian partridge, ptar•igan, 

vild turkey, and chukar partridge. 

!igratory ga•e birds. Waterfowl, including wild ducks, 

wild geesE, brant, and swans; cranes, including little 

brown, sandhill and vbooping cranes; rails, including coots, 

gallinules, sora or otber rails; shore birds, including 

avocets, curlew, dowitcher, godvits, knots, upland plover, 

killdPer, sandpipers, Wilson snipes or jacksnifes, snipes, 

stilts, plovers, villets and yellcv legs. 

Monga•e birds. &11 wild tirds not defined herein as 

upland ga•e birds or •ig~atcry qa•e birds, shall te dee•ed 

nonqa •e birds. 

~a•e aoi•als. Deer, ellr., •oose, aotelcre, caribou, 

•ountain sbeep, •ountain goat, aouotain lion, ..& !!Q bearz 

a11il 11elleat. 

fur-bearing ani•als. ~arten or sahle, otter. •oskrat, 

fisher, •ink, ~!I~ and teaver. 

Predatory ani•als. Ccycte, wolf, weasel, skunk~ and 

civet caty-aRa 9e9eat. 

;ame fish. All species of the fa•ily sal•cnidaE (chars, 

trcut, sahon, grayling, and whitefish); all Efecies of t be 
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ge~us st•z~•~~dico (san1Fike or sanger and •alleyed Fike or 

yellowr11~ ?£Ich); all species of the gen~s esoi (northern 

pi~e, ?i~kerel and •uskellunge}: all sfecies of the genus 

•icropeteras (bass}; all species of the genus polyodoo 

(paj"lef1sh): all species of the faaily acipEoseridae 

(stu~geon) :· ~11 species of the genus Iota (bnrbct or ling); 

~nd the species ictalurus punctatus (channel catfish). 

iild buffalo. Buffalo or tison which bawe net been 

reduced to capriwity. 

Wonga•e •ildlife, Any •ild •a••al, bird, a•Fhitian, 

reptile, fish, •ollust. crustacean, or ether wild ani•al not 

ctherwise legally classified by statute or regulation of 

this state,k 

Section 2, section 26-202.1, R.c.e. 1947, is a•ended 

to read as fellows: 

·~6-202.1. Licenses fees classifications of 

licenses-- fees and powers under licenses. (1) Class I 

Licens&--Resident Pisbinq License. Any resident as defined 

by section 26-202,3, upon pay•ent of a fee of fiYe dollars 

($5) shall receiYe a Class A license wbicb shall entitle the 

holder thereof to fish •ith heck a1d line or rod as 

authorizeJ by regnlatio&s of the cc•missicn. 

(2) Class A-1 license--Resident Ga•e Biru license. 

Except as h~rein prowlded, any resident as defined by 

section 26-202,3. wbo is twelYe (12) years of age or elder, 
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w~y. upon payaent of a fee of four dollars ($~) ~eceiYe a 

Class A-1 license, which •ill e~title the bolder to pursue, 

hunt, shoot and kill ga•e birds and possess the dead ~odies 

of qa•e birds •hich are so authorized ty ~egulation5 of tbe 

coa•ission. 

(a} No hunting licenses shall be issued tc any 

resident person under the age of eighteen (18) years unless 

he presents to the person authorized to issue such license a 

certificate of coapetency as frcYided by this section. 

The ~epatt•ent of fish and ga•e shall rrowide for a 

course of instruction in the safe handling of firear•s and 

for the purpose •ay cooperate •ith any refutable associatioa 

or organization haYing as one of its objectiYes tb£ 

proaotion of safety in tbe handling cf fire~r•s. !he 

departaent •ay d~sigaate any person found by it tc te 

coapetent to giYe instructioas in the handling cf fi[ear•s. 

A parson so appointed sball gi~e such course cf instructioa 

and upon tbe successful coapletion thereof shall issue to 

tbe person instructed a certificate cf coafetency in tbe 

safe haodling of firear•s. 

(3) Class A-2 License--Special Bcv and Atrcw license. 

A bolder of any one of the follcainq: a Class A-3. A-4. A-5. 

B-2, R-5. B-6, B-7. B-8, or B-10 license, •ay upot pay•ent 

~f an additional sua cf si~ dcllars ($61 to any agent of tbe 

fish acd qaae co••ission authorized to issue fishing and 
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SE~AT~ BILL NOo 47 

INIKuUULtD BY KOofKl~t hRO~Nt BOYLANt LE~Sl~K 

~ tillL rU~ A~ ALl ENTITLtO: •a~ Atl T~ PR~VID~ FUR lHt 

MANA~~McNf Of THE bUoCAT AS A 6~E tu~~A&lb~ ANIKAL; 

AMENDlNb ScCTluNS 2&-201, 26-202.1t l.6-301t £6-30~.5. 

r6-3b~T 46-1902, ANO 46-1903, RoCol'lo 1947.• 

t>~ IT blAtT EO BY THE LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF riO NT ANA: 

Section 1. Section 26-201, RoCol'lo 1947, is amended to 

read as tallows: 

•£6-201. Definitions. ro~ the purpose of this act, the 

tollo~ing shall be construed• respectively to mean: 

~ommission. The state fish and game commission. 

Person. fhe rlural or sinoular, male o~ female. as the 

case demands, i ncl ud i nq individual, associations • 

pa~tnerships. and corporations, unless the context otherwise 

requir~s. 

Jpen se1son. The time during which qame bjras. fish• 

gam~ and fur-bearing ~nimals may be lawfully taken. 

_losea season. Th~ time during which qame birds, fish, 

qam·! 3nd fur-bearino anim~ls may no~ be lawfulty taken. 

_,,r:l inq or fishinq. ThA takinq of• or ,]ttemntin~ to 

tak~ t isn bv hook and sinale line or sinole rod in nand or 

~ithi~ immediJte control. 
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Jpland game birds. Sharptail q~ouse, blue qrouse, 

prairie chicken, saqe hen or saqe grouse, fool hen, ~uffed 

qrouseo commonly called native pheasant or native oartridoe, 

quail, Chinese pheasant dnd Monoolian oheasant, commonly 

calle~ ~ing-necked pheasant, Hunga~ian partridge, ptarmigan. 

wild tur~ey, and chuka~ pa~tridge. 

Mioratory game birds. Wate~fowl, incluoinq wild ducks 1 

wi1d geese9 brant9 and swansi cranes. includinq little 

b~own, sandhill and whooping cranes: rails, including coots, 

gallinules, sora or othe~ ~ails; shore bi~ds, including 

avocets, curlew, oowitche~. qodwits, knots, upland plove~, 

killd~ero sandpipers, Wilson snipes o~ jacksnipeso snipes, 

stilts, plove~s. willets and yellow leqs. 

•ongame bi~ds. All wild birds not defined he~ein as 

uplan1 name bi~ds or miq~atory qame bi~ds, shall be deemed 

nonga~e oirds. 

Game animals. Deer, elk, moose, antelope, ca~ibou, 

mount~in sneep, ~ountain goat, mountain lion, ft~ ANU bear 1 

.!:UHI::.b:~:eot;.. 

rur-oearinq animals. Ma~ten or sable, otter~ muskrat, 

fisher, ~.ink• Jillt!c...Ah an" b<>aver. 

P~edatory animdls. Coyote, wolf, weasel, sKunk 1 and 

civet c ~tT-e"d-bob~e~. 

~arne fish. AlJ sveries of th~ family sal~onirlae (chars. 

trout. ~·lll"on, 'lr'Jylina, dnJ whitC"tish); 311 sn~cies of the 
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genus stizostedion (sandoike or sauqer and wal leved pike or 

yello"pike perch); all species of the genus esox (nortnern 

pike, pickerel and muskellunge); all species of the oenus 

micro~eterus (bass); all species of the genus polyodon 

(paddlefish); all sp~cies of the family acipens~ridae 

(sturqeon); all species of the genus Iota (ourbot or ling); 

and the species ictalurus punctatus (channel catfish). 

~ild buffalo. Buffalo or bison which have not been 

r~ouced to captivity. 

••ongame wildlife. Any wild R1a1111al, oi rd, a1Dohibiano 

reptile, fish, mollusk, crustacean, or other wild animal not 

other•ise legally classified by statute or re~ulation of 

this state.• 

Section 2. Section 26-202.1, R.C.M. 1947• 

to read as follows: 

is amended 

H£5-202.1. Licenses fees classifications ,of 

licenses-- fees and powers under licenses. {1) Class A 

license--Resident Fishing license. Any resident ~5 defined 

by section ~6-20l.3o upon payment of a tee of five dollars 

(S5J Lhall receive a Cl~ss A license which shdll ~ntitle the 

holder thereof to tisn with hook and line ~r rod as 

authorized oy regulations of the commission. 

(<') Class A-1 license--Resident Game ~ird License. 

txcept aS herein providedo any resid~nt as d~fined by 

section 26-202.3, who is twelve {12) years of aoe or older• 
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may, upon payment ot a fee of four dollars {$4) receive a 

Class A-1 1 icense, which will entitle the holder to pursue. 

n~nt, shoot and kill game birds and possess the dead bodies 

ol ga~e birds which are so authorized by regulations of the 

commission. 

(ct) No hunting licenses shall be ·issued to any 

resid~nt person under the aqe of eiahteen {18) years unless 

he presents to the person authorized to issue such license a 

certificate of coapetency as provided by this section. 

fhe department of fish and game shall provide for a 

~urse of instruction in the safe handlinq of firearms and 

for tne purpose may cooperate with any reputable association 

or ~r1anization having as one of its objectives the 

proMotion of safety in 

depart!llent .. ay desiqnatP. 

the 

any 

handling 

person 

of firearms. The 

found by it to be 

competent to oive instructions in the handlinq of firear~s. 

A person so appointed shall aive such course of instruction 

and upon the successful completion thereof shall issue to 

the oerson instructed ~ certificate of coapetency in the 

safe nandling of firearms. 

(3) Class A-2 license--Srecial Bow and Arrow license. 

A holder at 3ny one of the followina: a Class A-3, A-4, A-5o 

e-2, ·.>-~, B-6, F-1, e-3, or B-10 I icense, may uoon navment 

of an additional sum of six dollars ($6) to any aoent of the 

tjsh dnd game commissio11 authorized to issue fishino and 
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hunting licenses be entitled to a Class A-2 1 icenseo which 

snail authorize the holder thereof to pursuPo hunt, shoot, 

and ki 11 the qaMe animals authorized by the licenses held 

with oow and arrow and to possess these carcasses durinq 

S!>ecial seasonso and in special areas. as aay be designated 

by th~ fish and game commission. 

[4} Class A-3, A-'<• A-5, A-b Licenses. Any resident as 

defined by section 26-202.3 who is twelve (12) years of age 

or oldero may upon payment of the proper fee or fees be 

entitled to purchase one each of the following 1 icenses: 

Class ~-3, Deer A Tag, six dollars (So) for the license year 

beginning May lo 1~7oo and seven dollars ($7) for each 

1 icense year thereafter; Class A-4• Deer S Tag, twelve 

dollars ($12); Class A-5 Elk Tag, eight dollars {$8); Class 

A-o, nlack or Brown Bear Taq, six dollars ($b); which will 

entitle t_ne holder to pursue, hunt, shoot, and kill the game 

animal or animals authorized by the license held and to 

possess the dead bodies of game animals of the state which 

are so authorized by the regulation of the commission. 

(5} Class S License--~onresident fishing license. Any 

person not a resident as defined in section 2o-202.3o uoon 

oayment of the sum of twenty dollars ($20} to any agent of 

the tish and game commission authorized to issue fishing and 

huntinq licenses, shal I be entitled to a Class o license, 

w11icn snail entitle the holde~ thereof to tish with hool< ana 
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line. as authorized by the rules and regulations of the 

com111i"3o~ton. 

(b) Class B-1 license--~onresident Ga•e Bird license. 

txcept as herein provided, any person not a resident as 

defined in section 2b-202.3o but who is twelve (12) years of 

age or older, upon payment of the sum of thirty dollars 

($30} to any agent of the fish and game com•ission 

authorized to issue fisninq and hunting licenses shall be 

entitled to a Class B-1 license, which shall entitle the 

holder thereof to pursue, hunt, shoot, kill and possess qame 

birds as authorized by the rules and regulations of the 

com•ission. 

~o huntinq licenses shall be issued to any nonresident 

person under the age of eighteen (18) years unless he 

prese,ts to the !>erson authorized to issue such license a 

certificate of competP.ncy as provided in section 

26-20?.1(2)(a) or a certificate verifying that he 

successfully completed a course in the safe handlina 

fi~earms in any ~tate or province. 

has 

of 

(7} Class B-2 license--Nonresident Co11bination 

Licens.cl. Within the limitations of this section or any 

com~ission rule, any person not a resident as defined in 

secti3n 26-202.3, but who is twelve (12) years of aqe or 

older. upon the payment of fift.y dollars ($50) 111ay apply to 

the fi~n and game officeo Helena, Montana for a Class B-2 

-(>- SB 41 
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J lcense, and nonresident conservation license as p~esc~ibed 

in section 2~-230, which shalt authorize the holder to 

pursue, hunt, shoot, kill and possess game birds, and to 

fisn ~ith hook and line as authorized ~y the rules and 

reguldtions of the cor.aission, and to purchase additional 

and soecial licenses and taos as provided hy law or 

commission ~egulation. 

(8) Class B-3 License--Teaporary Nonresident or 

Tourist Fishing License. Any person not a resident as 

defined in section 2b-202.3o upon payr.ent of the sum of ten 

doltars (SlO) to any agent of the fish and gaae commission 

authorized to issue fishing and hunting licenses, shall be 

entitled to a teaporary nonresident fishinq license, which 

shall authorize the holder to fish with hook and line as 

authorized by the rules and regulations of the fish and aame 

commission for a period of six (6) days inclusive of ~he 

dates indicated on the I icense. 

(9) Class b-'> license--Nonresident Deer license. ~ny 

person not a resident as defined in section 26-202.3, but 

who is twelve (12) ye.~rs of age or older and a hoi der of a 

nonresident conservation license, upon the payment of the 

sum ~t fitty dollars ($50) shall be entitled to a Class B-5 

licen~e which shall authorize the holder to pursue, hunt, 

shoot, and kill one (l) deer in the area or areas desionated 

in t.rte license., as oetermi ned by the co:nni ssi on.., and to 
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pos~ess the carcass of same. 

(lu) Class 8-6 License--Nonresident Antelope license. 

Any person not a resident as defined in section 2b-202.3o 

but who is twelve (12) years of age or older and a holder of 

a Cl3ss 8-2 nonresident co~bination license. uoon the 

payment of the sum of fifty dollars (S50) shall be entitled 

to a ~lass ~-b 1 icensg which shall authorize the holder to 

pursue, hunt, shoot, and kill one (11 antelope in the area 

designated in the 1 icenseo as determined by the commission, 

and t~ possess the carcass of same. 

(11) Class B-7 and B-8 Licenses. Any person not a 

resident as defined in section 26-202.3t but who is twelve 

(121 years of age or oldert and is a holder of a 8-2 

nonresident combination license, aay upon payment of the 

proper fee or fees and subject to the limitations prescribed 

by laM and commission regulation be entitled to apply to the 

Fish and Game Office, Helena, Montana, to purchase one each 

of the followinl licenses: Class B-7, Deer A Tan, fifty 

dollars (S50); Class b-8, Deer 8 Taq, fifty dollars ($50); 

and will entitle the holder to pursueo hunt, shoot, and ki II 

the qlme animal or animals authorized by the license held 

and to possess the dead bodies of game aniaals of the state 

which are so authorized by the reoulations of the 

commission. 

(l~) B-10 nonresident big game combination license. 
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Any pe~son not a resident as defined in section 26-202.3, 

~.c.~. 19~7, but who is twelve (12) yea~s of aqe o~ olde~ 

may, ~pon payment of the proper fee or fees and subjP.ct to 

the limitations prescribed by Ia~ and commission reQu]ation, 

oe entitled to apply to the fish and game office, Helena, 

Montand• to purchase a ~-10 nonresident big ga~e combination 

license for two hund~ed twenty-five dollars ($225) which 

shall entitle the holder to all the privileoes of a B-2 

nonresident combination license, a deer A tag, and elk tag 

and d black bear license. This license includes the 

nonresident conservation license as prescribed in section 

26-23J, R.c.M. 19~7. 

(13) Special 1 icenses. Any applicant who is twelve (12) 

years of age or older and is a resident as defined by 

secti~n 26-202.3 0 or any applicant who is the holder of a 

l.lass rl-2 nonresident combination license tlay apply for a 

special license, which in the judgment of the fish and game 

commission, is to be issued and shall pay the following fees 

tneretor: 

~oose, resident twenty-five dollars ($23), nonresident 

onP nundred twenty-five dollars (Sl2~); 

'lountain Goat, resident fifteen dollars ( Sl~ l• 

non~esident seventy-fiva dolla~s (S7~); 

~ountain Shee?• resident twenty-five dolla~s ($25), 

non~e>ioent one hundred twenty-five dollars {Sl25); 
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Antelope, resident five dolla~s ($5); 

~..-izzly Hear, ~esident twenty-five dolla~s I S25 1o 

non~esident one hund~ed twenty-five dolla~s (Sl25); 

~lack or b~own bea~. nonresident fifty dolla~s ($50). 

In the event a holde~ of a valid special g~izzly bear 

license kills a g~izzly bea~, he must purchase a t~ophy 

license for a fee of twenty-five dollars (S25) within ten 

(10) days after date of kitl. Such t~ophy license shall 

autho~ize the holder to possess and transport said trophy. 

In the event that the numbe~ of valid resident 

applications fo~ licenses exceeds the nuMber of licenses 

which the fish and game commission desires to issue in any 

hunting district, then the nutlbe~ of licenses issued to 

nonresident license holde~s in that hunting district shall 

not exceed ten per cent (10%) of the total issued. 

(14) ~lass C license--Trapper's license. Any resident 

as detined in section 26-202.3, upon making ap?lication and 

payin~ the sum of ten dollars (SlO) to the fish and ga•e 

com~ission, shall be entitled to a t~apper•s license, which 

snall authorize the holder thereof to t~ap fur-bearing 

animals A~Uhl-DDdk!I• within the state of Montana at such 

tim~s and in such manner as may be l~wful so to do under the 

laws of the state and the ~eoulations of the fish and game 

commission, and at such places as may be designated in said 

license. 
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(15) Class C-1 license--landowner's Tr~poino license. 

Any o~ner or tenant, or me~ber of the immediate fa~ily of 

said owner or tenant, upon making application to the fish 

and game co&missiono and upon payment of the sum of one 

dollar ($1) shall be entitled to a landowner's trappino 

license which shall entitle the holder thereof to trap any 

fur-b~aring animal on land owned or leased by him, or his 

im•ediate family, at such times and in such manner as may be 

lawful so to do under the laws of the state and the 

regulations of the fish and game com~ission and at such 

places as •ay be designated in said licenses. 

(16) Exception. (a) A resident under the definition of 

section 26-202.3, who is sixty-two (62) years or older shall 

be e~titled to fish and hunt game birds with a conservation 

license issued by the state fish and ~affie commission for a 

fee ot one dollar {Sl)o The form of such license shall .be 

prescribed oy the fisn and game commission. 

(b) Any veteran who is a patient residino at a 

hospital operated by the veterans administration, within or 

outside the state, and residents of all institutions under 

the jurisdiction of the state board of institutiGns, except 

tne Montana state orison at Deer lodoe, will be entitled to 

fisn without a license. Such residents shall carry a permit 

on a form prescribed oy the commission and sicned by the 

superintendent of the institution in lieu of a 1 icense. 
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(c) Disabled persons are entitled to fish without a 

license, if they are residents of Montana not residino in an 

institution and are certified as disabled by a licensed 

medical doctor, licensed to practice eedicine in ~ontana. 

Disability is defined as a physical or mental condition 

that prevents a person from doing any subs-tantial aa i nful 

work that is expected to last for the rest of their life. 

Such disabled persons shall carry a per~it on a form 

prescribed by the commission. 

(d) If a person is convicted of a violation of the 

f.sn ana gaae laws or regulations of Montanao the privileq~ 

conferred by this subsection shall be revoked for not less 

than six (6) aonths. 

(e) Residentso as defined by section 2!>-202.3. under 

the aqe of fifteen (15) years may purchase Class A-1• A-3, 

and A-'> I icenses at two dollars ($2) per license. 

(fl The commission, by rule or regulation, aay 

prescri~e tne number of Class B-5 and B-6, B-7, B-8, or B-10 

licenses to be issued in each of the huntina districts 

desiqnated by it. Any license sold may be restricted to a 

specific hunting area and may specify the species. age, and 

sex to be taken in order to insure the proper manaoement and 

propajdtion of aame animals in these areas. orovid~d9 

however, that no number limit shall be placed on B-7, B-8 

ano ~-10 1 icense by aTP-a except in major hunter 
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concent~ation areas as determined by the commission. Not 

more tnan seventeen tnousand (17.000) nonresident bio game 

combination licenses (b-10) may be sold in any one license 

year. 

1~1 Special antelope 1 icenses. ln the event the number 

of val ia applications for special 3ntelope licenses for a 

hunting district exceeds the quota set by the co~mission for 

the aistrict• such licenses shall be awarded by a drawing. 

Persons making valid application who did not receive an 

antel~oe 1 icense during the s2ason immediately orecedinq the 

dra•iny shall be given first preference in such drawing for 

first, second and third choice hunting districts. The 

commission shall have tne authority to promulgate such rules 

and regulations as are necessary to implement this 

subsection. 

{hi Speci~l elk permits. In the event the number of 

valid applications ior special elk ~ermits for a hunting 

district exceeds the quota set by the commission for the 

district, these permits shall be awa~ded by a drawing. 

~~rsons makinq valid application who did not ~~ceive a 

speci~l elk permit du~ino the season immediately oreceding 

the orawinq shall receive first preference in this d~awina 

fo~ ti~st 9 secon~. and third choice huntinq districts. Th~ 

commission may promulgate the rules nec~ssary to implement 

tnis scbsection. 
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· (lf) Only one (11 license of any one (11 class. except 

llass D-3 and f-4 licenses, shall be issued to any one (1) 

pe~son, provided, however• that the commission may prescribe 

rules and regulations fo~ the issuance or sale of a 

replace•ent license of the same class in the event the 

origi,al license is lost, stolen or destroy~d upon pay~ent 

of the suM of one dollar ($1)• 

(lM) llass AAA license--Sportsman•s license. Any 

resident. as defined by section 26-202.3, who is twelve (12} 

yea~s of age or older• upon payment of the suM of 

thirty-five dollars (S35) shall be entitled to a sports•an•s 

license which shall per•it the holder to exercise all rights 

granted to holders of (lass Ao A-1• A-3• A-5, A-6 and 

resident conservation licenses as prescribed in section 

26-l3J. The commission shall fu~nish each holder of a 

sportsman's license an appropriate decal. 

(l'J) Class 0-l license--Nonresident Mountain lion 

License. Any person not a resident as defined in section 

26-20l.3o but who is twelve (12) years of aoe o~ older and a 

holder of a non~e5ident Class B-2 co~bination license. upon 

pay<~ent of the su.n of twenty-five dollars ($2S) to any agent 

ot tne fish and qame commission autho~ized to issue fishing 

and hunt ina 1 icenses shall be entitled to a Class D-1 

1 icense, which shall entitle the holder the~eof to oursue. 

hunt, snoot, kill and possess mountain lion as autho~ized by 

-14- ss 47 



l 

2 

j 

4 

~ 

b 

8 

9 

10 

11 

12 

13 

lit 

1~ 

lb 

11 

liS 

19 

£0 

21 

a_ 

23 

24 

25 

SB OO't7/02 

tne rules and regulations of the commission. 

{20) Class D-2 Licdnse--RPsident Mountain Lion License. 

Any p~rson who is a resident as deti~ed in section 26-202.3, 

and ~ho is twelve (12) years of age or older, uoon pay~ent 

of the sum of five dollars ($5) to any agent of the fish and 

gaze co••ission autnorized to issue fishing and hunting 

licenses shall be entitled to a Class D-l license, which 

shall entitle the holder thereof to pursuee hunt, shoot, 

kill and possess mountain 1 ion as autho,ized by the rules 

and regulations of the commission. 

(21) Special elk or deer licenses. (a) Any person who 

is the holder of a valid resident elk license or a Class 

b-10 nonresident big ga•e combination license may apply for 

a special elk license upon pay•ent of a fee of one dollar 

($1)· 

(b) Any person who is the holder of a valid resid~nt 

deer license or any nonresident who holds a Class 8-2 

license and a valid deer taq may apply for a special deer 

license upon payment of a fee of one dollar {$1). 

(c) The com~ission shall have the authority to 

promulgate such rules and regulations as are necessary to 

implement this subsection. 
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5ection 3. Section 2o-30lo R.c.M. 19't7, is amended to 

read 3S follows: 

•26-301. Restrictions of manner of taking and 

possessing fish and qame and powers of cosmission relatin1 

thereto. (1) It shall be unlawful for anyone to take• 

capture, shoot, kill, or attempt to takeo capture. shoot or 

ki1lo any game anim~lo or qame bird from any ~elf oropelled 

or drawn vehicle, or on, or from any public highway in the 

state of ~ontana, or ~y the aid or with the use of any set 

qun, j ack-1 i qht, or other artificial l i qhtt trap, snare. 

salt lick, nor sh~ll an~ such set guno jack-light or other 

artificial liohto trap. snareo salt lick or other device to 
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ent~ap or entice game animals or qame bi~ds be used, .ade or 

set, no~ may rifles be used to hunt o~ shoot uoland game 

oirds unless the use of rifles is permitted by the 

commission; p~ovided, however, that this does not prohibit 

tne shooting of wild waterfowl from blinds over decoys with 

a snotqun only, not laroer than a number ten (10} oauqe 

fired from the shoulder, nor shall any game fish be caught, 

captured, or taken, o~ atteNOted to be caught, captured or 

taken by the aid or with the use of any gun, or trap, nor 

shall any such set gun, or trap or other device to entrap 

game fish be used, aade, or set. 

{21 {a) No gaae birds or ga.e or fur-bearing animals 

shall De killed, taken or shot at from any aircraft, nor 

shall any aircraft be used for the purpose of concentrating, 

pursuing, driving, ~allying o~ sti~rina up any game or 

migratory birds, qa.e or fur-bearing animals, nor shall any 

power~·oat, sailboat, or any boat under sai 1 or any floatinq 

device towed by a powerboat, sailboat, or any boat under 

sail b~ used for the purpose of kill inq, capturing, takinq, 

pursuin1, concentrating, driving or stirrina up any upland 

qame oiros, or game or fur-bearing animals. 

(b) No person in an aircraft in th2 air shall soot or 

locat~ any qame, or mi]ratory bird, ~a~e or fur-bearing 

aniaa1-i ·linn communicate the location or ecproximatP location 

tnereof by any signals whatsoever, whether radio, visual or 
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othe~wise, to any person or persons then on the ground. 

(3) No person shall take into a field or forest, or 

have in his possession while out hunting, any device or 

mechaaism devised to silence, or muffle or minimize the 

report of any firearms, whether such device or mechanis~ be 

operated from or attached to any firearm. 

(41 No person may use a shotgun to hunt, kill or shoot 

deer except with loads as specified by the co••ission. 

{5) No person shall chase with dogs any of the ga•e or 

fur-bearing aniaals as defined by the fish and ga~ laws of 

this state; provided• however, that livestock owners, 

employees of the state fish and game commission and of the 

federal fish and wildlife service may use dogs in pursuit of 

s toe: k-k i 11 i ng bears, l!ftd stoc k-k i J.l i ng 11ounta in lions, iiDQ 

~~~=£illlng_h~~ or other means of taking stock-killing 

bears~ and stock-killing •ountain lionsL-_gnd__~ki~ 

bau~~ except the use of tne dead fall; orovidinq, however, 

that traps used in capturing bear snail be inspected twice 

eacn day, wnich insuec:tion shall be tw~~·~-t1lt hours apart; 

and provided further, that a person may take qame birds 

durin~ the ooen season thereon with the aid of a doq or dogs 

and '"Y person or association oroanized for tne protection 

ot gane, may run field trials at any time upon obtaining 

wrjtt2n permission from the state fish ~nd aame di~ector. 

(6) Tne state fish and qame commission shall have the 
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power to designate certain waters where set lines may be 

used to tish for certain species of ga•e or nonqame fish, 

and the commission may designate the number of hooks and 

1 ines and the length of line or lines which mdy be used as 

set liri@S. 

by 

(7) 

hook 

Game fish shall be taken only by anglina. that is 

and single line in hand or single rod in hand, or 

within iGeediate control; this does not prevent, however. 

tne snagging of paddlefish, coho (silver salmon)• and 

kokanee (sockeye salmon) when the commission shall declare 

an open season when paddlefish. coho (silver salaon)o and 

kokanee (sockeye salmon) may be taken by snagging, the 

taking of paddlefish with long bow and arrow when the 

co~•ission shall declare an open season when paddlefish may 

be taken by long bow and arrow, the takina of walleyed pikeo 

sauaero northern piKe and nongame fish •ith spear or giq 

when the commission shall declare an open season for taking 

walleyed pikeo sauaero northern pike and nongame fish with 

spear or gig, nor the use of landing net or gaff to land a 

game fish after the same has been hooked by angling as above 

specified, nor does it prevent the taking of miQnows other 

than qrlne fish variety by the use or aid of a net not to 

exceed twefve--t1Zt feet in lP.nnth and +~H~-t4t feet in 

w i dtHt In sucH wat~rs as may be desiqnated by the 

corr:•ission. 
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(b) No person, while hunting qame animals or game 

birds shall use a motor-driven vehicle on any other than an 

established road o~ trailo unless he has reduced a big qame 

aniaal to possession and cannot easily retrieve said biq 

g.:.tme .ani•al., in whic~ case a motor-driven vehicle may be 

used to ret~ieve the Dig game animal, 

more restrictive requlations apply or 

except· in a..-eas where 

where the landowner 

has not granted such permission, provided that after such 

retrieval• such motor-driven vehicle is again ret~rned to an 

established road or trail by the shortest possible route. 

~r purposes of safety and allowing noraal travel, a 

motor-driven vehicle may be parked on the roadside o~ 

directly adjacent to said road or trail. No person, while 

hunting game ~nimals or game birds• shall drive or attempt 

to drive, run or attempt to runo molest or attempt to 

molest, flush or attempt to flush, or harass o~ attempt to 

ha~ass any qa~ animal or game bird with the use or aid of 

any motor-driven vehicle. No person, while hunting oame 

animals or game birds shall drive throuoh ~ny retired 

cropl3ndo b~ush area. slough area. timber a~ea. open 

prairie. or unharvested or harvested cropland, except upon 

an established road o~ t~3il unless written oermission has 

oeen 4iven by the land owner and in posses•ion of the 

hunter• The restrictions in this subsection on motor-driven 

vehicl~ use off an established road or trail apply only to 
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hunting on state or private lando not to hunting on federal 

land unless the federal aqency specifically requests or 

approves state enforcement. 

(9) Whenever said fish and game commission shall have 

made any orders, rules or regulations for the carrying out 

ot tne powers granted to it under this act• the same shall 

taka etf~ct and be in force from and after the publication 

and posting of notice of said orders. rules and regulations 

as required by the fish and game laws. 

(10) The provisions of this section relating to methods 

of herding, driving, capturing, taking, locating or 

concentrating of fish, game ani~als, qa•e birds or 

fur-bearinq animals do not apply to the department of fish 

and ~a•e• or any employee thereof, while acting within the 

sco?e and course of the powers and duties of the department. 

Any ~erson violatina any of the provisions of this 

sectiJn snail be deemed guilty of a misdemeanor and shall be 

punis~aole as provided by law.• 

~ection 4. Section l6-303.So R.c.H. 1947, is amended 

to re~d as follows: 

"26-303.5. Use of dogs for hunting mountain lion ~ 

DQD~t· The Montana fish and oame commission shall have 

authority to allow and regulate the use of dons for huntin~ 

mountain lion ~nd-DQb~t.• 

~~e~~Oft-~--5ee~~on--2&-38~y-~•t•Hw-t94~y-f~-ameftd~-~o 
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~~od~s~-+o++ows• 

•r&-~a+.--we~~~-o+-+f~h-o~~e----~~~~~~--++sh+~ 

du~+~-etesed-season----~+~++~~e-~~en-cne-~eee-sn+.a+--­

exe~~+ofts•---t+t-*~-~e+t-be-uft+ew+u+-ftftd-s-~~e.eonc~-+er 

SftY-p~rson-re~poft~fbte-+er-~he-deeth-o+-eny-geMe--en+m&+--e+ 

~h+s--~~e~y--e~eep~+n~--g~Trrt~b+ee~-nnd-hrown-~erx eftd 

taMtft't:..-fn-++enr !lml=b:I:I.Ui:Bx ~o--deu~--nr--~e-¥e---+rom---the 

e~ees~-on+y-~~e~eedy-h+dey-ont+&r~-~uske-o~-~-er-eny 

er--e++-ef-afOPesa+d-pe~tST-Gr-te-wee~e-eny-part-8+-ony-gn.e 

en+.e+y-geee-e+~-e~-geme-+~~-su+~b+e--+&r--~y--e~--to 

ebeneenr-~he-ee~ees~-nf-eny-geme-en+ae+-~-~+r&+dT-ewe~ 

b+eek-end-broNn-beer% end-•ounte+n-++oftT snd==h~ wh+eh 

n~ed--~~e--~e«o¥ed-end-~eken-+ree-~~e-eere~-on+y-~he-ftfted 

er-~~-h+de-of-~ueh-beer% Gr-~~-~ ~~ end 

exeept--q~+rr+y-beerT-Wh~eh-need-fte¥e-reme¥ee-end-tekeft-+ro• 

~he-eerees~-oft+y--the-head-end-h+de-end-~ueh-o~her--~s--ss 

~ne-s~a~e-+~h-end-go~-ea.~+en-aey-de.end-+or-~e+eft~+~e 

purpo~e~.---~+--per~~--o+--qr+rr+y--bee~--de~n~d--by--~~e 

es•~~~foft-+o~-~efen~f+fe-purnese~mu~-he-de+f¥ered--to--eft 

o++fe~-o~-emptnyee-of-~he-eoem~e~en-+or-fft~~e~fon-~-~oon 

a~-po~~+b+e-o~e~-remOYat-end-~he-eem.+~~+on-~hft++-return-te 

tne--+feen~ee--any--bn~~~~ue~~e-nnd-~ku+t-w+~n+n-ene-yeo~ 

upon--wr+~~en--request.---tne---hfde---~hn++---be---rP.turned 

f"""ed+etetyw 

trt--*t--~hn++--~e--untn.fut--end-e-~~demennor-+~-eny 
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p~son-~o~+++-~-~fteft-Gft~-qeMe-e~~e+-ef-eny-efte-~~e+~. 

+n-eny-one-++een~yeer~-uft+e~~-~~-k++++nq-of-~re-the~~e 

geme--en+.e+--of--s~n--spee+es--he~--heen---ea~r~ee---by 

~egu+et+efte-o~~~f+~-end~eme-eemm+s~+eft• 

t3t--~~--efte+t--he--un+ewfu+--end-e-e+~emeeno~fer-eny 

persen-~r+ftq-~he-e+oeed--seeeoft--on--eny--~ee+ee--of--qa.~ 

en+eety--qe.e--h~--~--f+eft--~e-~akey-hun~-s~•-k+++-or 

e~ttf'e-eny-s-tt-<Je--en+-+ a~ sueh~M~e-hffd-----~e--ftsh 

f~-e~ee~h-any-saen-f~hw· 

5ee~+e~&w--floler-e-+s-e-ftew-ft.twMw-eee~?On-tftet-reede-ee 

ftt+tews• 

ce.m+se+on--to--~a+~e--~epp+ng-ef-behee~.--~he-f+sh 

eml-~lle-e-+se+en-,_.,-at+ow-and-regtt+~-~he--trepp+ng--of 

hebe~. 

Section 5. Section ltb-1902, R.c.h. 191t7o is a~ended to 

read ~s folloMs: 

"~tb-1902. M~aninq of term "Mild animal.• For the 

purpose of this act the term "wild animal• shall include 

coyote, lynx, bohea~y and any other animal causing 

depredations upon 1 ivestock.• 

Section bo Section ltb-1903, R.C.M. 191t7, is -amended to 

read as folloMs: 

"46-1903. Department to supervise d,.struction of 

predatory animals co-operation Mith other aoencies 

administration of moneys. (1) The department of livestock 
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shall conduct the destruction, extermination, and control of 

wild ani~als including coyote, lynx. hebe~~ and other wild 

animals predatory in nature and capabla of killing, 

destroying, maiming, or injuring domestic livestock or 

do~stic poultry; and the protection and safeguardinq of 

livestock and poultry in this state, again-st depredations 

from these ani11als. The department shall for'llulate the 

practical programs for accoMplishing these objectives in 

tnis state, and for carrying out the proqrams in an 

efficient and practical manner, responsive to the need for 

~Jntrol in each area of this state. The departaent shall 

adopt rules applicable to predatory ani.al controlo Mhich 

are necessary and proper for the systematic destruction of 

the Mild animals by hunting, trapping, and ~oisoninq 

operations, and payments of bounties. The department shall 

make tield 9 area, ranqe, or otner orders and instructions. 

includinq orders and instructions to hunter and trapper 

perso!lnel and others, Mhich are appropriate in the various 

areas, at different seas~ns of the year, takinq into 

conside~ation the habits. presence~ miq~ationsy or movements 

of the animals, and their attacks on livestock and poultry, 

either singly or in packs or bands. The department shall 

cooperate with authorized representatives of the federal 

~overnment 9 includinq the Biological Survey and the Fish and 

Wild Life Service, the state fish and qame commission, 

-lit- SB 41 
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l boa~ds of county comhissione~s. voluntary associations of l t ish. and game com111i ss ion ... 

~ stock(! rowers.. sheepqrowers, ranchers, farmers, and -End-

3 sports.men, and corporations and individuals, in the 

4 syste.ndtic destruction ot wild animals by hunting, trapoinq, 

~ and poisoning operations. 

0 (2) The department shall administe~ and expend for 

1 predatory ~nimal extermination 3nd control all money which 

d is uade available to ito including the .oney froh the levy 

9 under see~+~" 84-5214• and all .oney which is made available 

lU to the department by aop~opriations made by the legislature 

ll for ;:>redatory ani11al control by the department. The 

12 departaent shall expend the funds for predatory ani•al 

13 contr:>l by all effective means, including employment of 

14 hunters, trappers, and other oersonnel, procurement of 

15 traps. poisons, equipment, and supplies, and payment of 

16 ~ounties in the discretion of the department, responsive to 

11 tne n~cessities of control in various areas of the state. 

ld { 3] This section does not interfere with or impair the 

1~ power ~nd duties of the fish and qame commission in the 

20 c ~nt~·>l of predat'>ry aniwals by the commis~ion, as 

~~ authoriZPd by law, nor the obligation of the commission to 

22 expend its funds in coope~ation ~ith the deoartment, for 

£3 ,>reo-•tory ani "'al control, as required ty l•w• Funds of the 

l~ fish and game commission for the cooper3tive nredatory 

£~ animal control shall be administered and expended ~y the 
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SENATE BILL NO. 47 

INTROOU~ED BY ROBERTS, SROWNo BOYLAN, LE~SINK 

A BILL FOR AN A~T ENTITLED: "AN ACT TO PROVIDE FOR THE 

~ANAGtHENT OF THE SOB~AT AS A 6AHE FUR-BEARING ANIMAL; 

AMENDING SE~TIONS 26-201, 26-202.1, 26-301. 26-303.5, 

~6-i6iT 46-1902o AND 46-1903, R.C.M. 1947•" 

BE IT E~ACTED BY THE LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF MONTANA: 

section 1. Section 26-201t R.c.M. 1947• is amended to 

~ead as follows: 

•26-201. Definitions. For the pu~pose of this act, the 

followin9 shall be construed, respectively to mean: 

Co~mission. The state fish and game commission. 

Person. The plural or sinqular, •ale or female, as the 

case demandso including individual, associations. 

pa~tnerships. and corporations, unless the context otherwise 

requires. 

Upen season. The time during whicn game birdst fish, 

game 3nd fur-bearing animals may be lawfully taken. 

Closed season. The time during which game birds, fish, 

gam~ and fur-bearing animals •~Y not be lawfully taken. 

Anglin~ or fishing. The taking of, or attempting to 

take fish by hook and single line or sinale rod in hand or 

within immediate control. 

REF E R E) C E. _B I L L 
Ct'JrrG<:.78c /9-,n/:~9 
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Upland game birds. Sharptail grouse, blue grouse, 

prairie chicken, sage hen or sage grouse, fool hen, ruffed 

grouse, commonly called native pheasant or native partridge, 

quailo Chin~se pheasant and Mongolian pheasant, commonly 

called ring-necked pheasant, Hungarian partridge, ptarmi~an, 

wild turkey, and chukar partridge. 

;H gratar y game birds. Hater fowl, including wild ducks, 

wild ~eese, brant, and swans; cranes, including little 

browno sandhi 11 and -whoo-ping cranes; rai 1 so inc Jud ing coots, 

gallinules, sora or other rails; shore birds, including 

avocets, curlew, dowitcher, godwits, knots, upland plover, 

killdeer, sandpipe~s, Hilson snipes or jacksnipes. snipes, 

stilts, plove~s, willets and yellow legs. 

Nongame birds. All wild birds not defined herein as 

upland game birds or •igratory game birds, shall be deemed 

nongame bi res. 

Game animals. Deer, elk, •ooseo antelope, caribou, 

mountain sheep, ~ountain goat, mountain lion, 8ft6 AtiQ beary 

ene-D..t.~t:. 

Fur-bearin3 animals. Harten o~ sableo otter, muskrat, 

fisher, minko BQBCATo and beaver. 

Predatory animals. Coyote, weasel, skunK1 and civet 

c at ... -twl-tocbe...t:. 

Game fish. All species of the family salmonidae (chars, 

trout, salmon, grayling, and whitefish!; all species of the 
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genus stizostedion (sandpike or sauger and walleyed pike or 

yellowpike perch); all species of the genus esox (northern 

pike, pickerel and muskellunge); all s~ecies of the genus 

mic~opeterus (bass); all species of the qenus polyodon 

(paddlefi sh); an species of the family acipense~idae 

(stu~geon); all species of the genus Iota (burbot or 1 ing); 

and the species ictalurus punctatus (channel catfish)• 

Hild buffalo. Buffalo or bison which have not been 

reduced to captivity. 

Nongame wildlife. Any wild ma•malo birdo amphibian. 

reptile, fisho mollusk, crustacean, or other wild animal not 

otherwise legally classified by statute or regulation of 

this state.• 

Section 2. Section 26-202.1• R.C.h. 1947o is amended 

to read as follows: 

•26-202.1. licenses fees class ificat.ions of 

licenses-- fees and powers under licenses. 111 Class A 

license--Resident Fishinq license. Any resident as defined 

by section 26-202o3o upon payment of a fee of five dollars 

($5) shall ~eceive a Class A license which shall entitle the 

holde~ thereof to fish with hook and line or rod as 

authorized by regulations of the commission. 

(2) Class A-1 license--Resident Game Bi~d license. 

Except as herein provided, any resident as defined by 

section 2b-20Zo3o who is twelve (12) years of age o~ older, 
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mdY• upon payment of a fee of four dollars (~'t) receive a 

Class A-1 license, which will entitle the holder to pursue, 

nun to shoot and kill game birds and possess the dead bodies 

ot ga~ birds which are so authorized by ~egulations of the 

comD1ission. 

(a) No hunting 1 icenses shall be issued to any 

resident nerson unde~ the aoe of eighteen (18) years unless 

he pras~nts to the pe~son autnorized to issue such license a 

ce~tificate of competency as p~ovided by this section. 

The depa~t~ent of fish and ga•e shall p~ovide to~ a 

cou~s~ of instruction in the safe handling of firearms and 

fo~ the pu~pose .ay coope~ate with any ~eputable association 

o~ o~ganization having as one of its objectives the 

promotion of safety in the handling of fi~earms. The 

depa~t~ent may designate any 0e~son found by it to be 

competent to give inst~uctions in the handling of fire~rms. 

A pe~son so appointed shall give such course of instruction 

and upon the successful completion the~eof shall issue to 

the pe~son instructed a certificate of co~petency in the 

safe nandling of firea~ms. 

(3) Class A-2 license--Special Bow and A~row license. 

A holder of any one of the following: a Class A-3, A-4, A-5, 

B-2, ~-5, B-6, B-7, 6-8, or B-10 license, may upon payment 

of an additional sum of six dollars (56) to any agent of the 

fish and game comMission authorized to issue fishino and 
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hunting licenses be entitled to a Class A-2 licenseo which 

shall authorize the holder thereof to pursueo hunto shoot, 

and kill the ga•e aniaals authorized by the licenses held 

witn bow and arrow and to possess these carcasses during 

special seasons, and in special areas, as may be designated 

Dy th~ fish and game coMMission. 

(4) Class A-3, A-4, A-5, A-6 licenses. Any resident as 

defined by section 26-202.3 who is twelve (12) years of age 

or older, •ay upon pay.ant of the proper fee or fees be 

entitled to purchase one each of the following licenses: 

Class A-3o Deer A Tag, six dollars ($6) for the license year 

beginning May 1o 1976o and seven dollars ($7) for each 

license year thereafter; Class A-4• Deer 8 Tag, twelve 

dollars (Sl2); Class A-5 Elk Tag, eight dollars ($8); Class 

A-6, ulack or Brown Bear Tago six dollars (So); which will 

entitle the holder to pursue, hunt, shoot, and kill the game 

aniaal or animals authorized by· the license held and to 

possess the dead bodies of ga~e ani•als of the state which 

are so authorized by the regulation of the commission. 

(5) Class 8 License--Nonresident Fishing license. Any 

person not a resident as defined in section 26-202.3o upon 

payaent of the sua of twenty dollars (S20) to any aoent of 

the fish and game co~mission authorized to issue fishing and 

hunting licenses, shall be entitled to a Class 8 license, 

which shall entitle the holder thereof to fish with hook and 
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line· as authorized by the rules and regulations of the 

cont'!llission. 

(6) Class 8-1 license--Nonresident Ga ... Bird license. 

Except as herein providedo any person not a resident as 

defined in section 26-202o3o but who is twelve (12) years of 

age or older, upon payment of the su• of thirty dollars 

{S30) to any agent of the fish and ga.e ca..lssion 

authorized to issue fishing and hunting licenses shall be 

entitled to a Class B-1 license, which shall entitle the 

holder thereof to pu~sue. hunt• shoot• kill and possess game 

birds as autho~ized by the rules and regulations of the 

co••ission. 

No hunting licenses shall be issued to any nonresident 

person under the age of eighteen (18) years unless he 

presents to the person authorized to issue such license a 

certificate of co•petency as provided in section 

26-20lo1(2J(a) or a certificate verifying that he has 

successfully co•pleted a course in the safe handling of 

firearms in any state or province. 

(71 Class 8-2 license--Nonresident Co•bination 

license. Within the li~itations of this section or any 

com•ission rule, any person not a resident as defined In 

section 26-202o3Y but who is twelve (121 yea~s of age or 

older, upon the payment of fifty dollars (S50) •av apply to 

the fish and ga•e office, Helena, Montana for a Class B-2 
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license, and nonresident conservation license as prescribed 

in section 26-230, which shall authorize the holder to 

pursue, hunt, shoot, kill and possess ga~e birdso and to 

fish with hook and line as authorized by the rules and 

regulations of the coa•ission, and to purchase additional 

and special licenses and tags as provided by law or 

co .. ission regulation. 

(8) Class B-3 license--Temporary Nonresident or 

Tourist Fishing license. Any person not a resident as 

defined in section 26-202.3• upon pay.ant of the sum of ten 

dollars (SlO) to any agent of the fish and game co-.ission 

authorized to issue fishing and hunting 1 icenseso shall be 

entitled to a te-rorary nonresident fishing license, which 

shall authorize the holder to fish with hook and line as 

authorized by the rules and regulations of the fish ~nd ga•e 

coami~sion for a period of six (6) days inclusive of the 

dates indicated on the license. 

(9) Class B-5 license--Nonresident Deer license. Any 

person not a resident as defined in section 26-202.3, but 

who is twelve (12) years of age or older and a holder of a 

nonresident conservation 1 icenseo upon the payment of the 

sum of fifty dollars (550) shall be entitled to a Class B-5 

license which shall authorize the holder to pursue, hunt. 

shoot, and kill one (ll deer in the area or areas designated 

in the license, as determined by the coamissiono and to 
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possess the carcass of sa•e• 

(10) Class B-6 license--Nonresident Antelope license. 

Any person not a resident as defined in section 26-202.3• 

but who is twelve (12) years of age or older and a holder of 

a Class B-2 nonresident co•bination license. upon the 

payment of the sum of fifty dollars (S50) shall be entitled 

to a Class 3-6 license which shall authorize the holder to 

pursue, hunto shooto and kill one (1) antelope in the area 

designated in the licenseo as determined by the co .. issiono 

and to possess the carcass of same. 

(11) Cl~ss B-7 and B-8 licenses. Any person not a 

resident as defined in section 26-202·3• but who is twelve 

(12) years of age or oldero and is a holder of a B-2 

nonresident coabination licenseo may upon payment of the 

proper fee or fees and subject to the llaitations prescribed 

by law and co~mission regulation be entitled to apply to the 

Fish and Game Office, Helenao Montana, to purchase one each 

of the following licenses: Class B-7. Deer A Tao, fifty 

dollars ($501; Class B-8, Oeer B Tag, fifty dollars (S50J; 

and will entitle the holder to pursue, hunto shooto and kill 

the ga•e animal or animals authorized by the license held 

<1nd to possess the dead bodies of galle animals of the state 

which a~e so authorized by the regulations of the 

c om .. i ss ion. 

(121 B-10 nonresident big game combination license. 
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Any person not a resident as defined In section 26-202.3, 

R.&.M. 19"'7' but vho is tNelve {12) years of age or older 

•ay, upon pay.ant of the proper fee or fees and subject to 

the li•itations prescribed by law and c~isslon regulation, 

be entitled to apply to the fish and ga.a office, Helena, 

Montana, to purchase a 8-10 nonresident big ga .. coabination 

license for tNO hundred tventy-five dollars ($225) vhich 

shall entitle the holder to all the privileges of a B-2 

nonresident coablnatlon license, a deer A tag, and. elk tag 

and a black bear license. This license includes the 

nonresident conservation license as prescribed in section 

26-230o R.&.Ma 19~7. 

(13) Special licenses. Any applicant vho is· tv~lve {12) 

years of age or older and is a resident as defined by 

section 26-202.3, or any applicant who is the holder of a 

Class B-2 nonresident combination license aay apply for a 

special license, Nhich in the judg .. nt of the fish and gaae 

c~ission, is to be issued and shall pay the folloving fees 

therefor: 

Moose, resident tventy-flve dollars ($2S)o nonresident 

one hundred tventy-five dollars {Sl25); 

Mountain Goat, resident fifteen dollars (Sl5)t 

nonresident seventy-five dollars ($75); 

Mountain Sheep, resident tventy-five dollars (SZ5)t 

nonresident one hundred tventy-flve dollars (S125); 
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-Antelope, resident five dollars (S5); 

Grizzly Bear, resodent twenty-five dollars 

nonresident one hundred tventy-flve dollars ($125); 

{ S25)t 

Black or brown bear, nonresident fifty dollars ($50)• 

In the event a holder of a valid special grizzly bear 

license kills a grizzly bear, he •ust purchase a trophy 

license for a fee of twenty-five dollars (SZS) vithin ten 

(10) days after date of kill. Such trophy license shall 

authorize the holder to possess and transport said trophy. 

In the event that the nu.O.r of valid resident 

applications for licenses exceeds the nu.oer of licenses 

which the fish and ga.a co..ission desires to issue in any 

hunting district, then the nu.ber of licenses issued to 

nonresident license holders in that hunting district shall 

not exceed ten per cent (lOX) of the total issued. 

(1~) Class C license--Trapper's license. Any resident 

as defined in section Z6-20Za3t upon .eking application and 

paying the su• of ten dollars (SlO) to the fish and ga.e 

co .. ission• shall be entitled to a trapper's license. vhich 

shall authorize the holder thereof to trap fur-bearing 

aniaals AND HUNT BOBCAT, vithin the state of Kontana at such 

ti•es and in such •anner as May be lawful so to do under the 

laws of the state and the regulations of the fish and ga.e 

co .. ission, and at such places as aay be designated in said 

license. 
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(15} Class C-1 License--Landowner's Trapping license. 

Any owner or tenant, or member of the immediate family of 

said owner or tenant, upon making application to the fish 

and game coamissiono and upon payment of the sum of one 

dollar (S1) shall be entitled to a landowner's trapping 

license which shall entitle the holder thereof to trap any 

fur-bearing animal on land owned or leased by hi•• or his 

im.adiate fa~ilyo at such times and in such manner as may be 

lawful so to do under the Jaws of the state and the 

regulations of the fish and game co .. ission and at such 

places as aay be designated in said licenses. 

(16} Exception. (a} A resident under the definition of 

section 26-202.3o who is sixty-two (62) years or olde• shall 

be entitled to fish and hunt game birds with a conservation 

license issued by the state fish and gaae comaission for a 

fee of one dollar (Sl). The form of such license shall be 

prescribed by the fish and game ca.mission. 

(b) Any veteran who is a patient residing at a 

hospital operated by the veterans a~inistrationo within or 

outside the stateo and residents of all institutions under 

the jurisdiction of the state board of institutions, eKcept 

the Montana state prison at Oeer lodge, will be eAtitled to 

fish without a license. Such residents shall carry a permit 

on a form prescribed by the commission and signed by the 

superintendent of the institution in lieu of a license. 
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(c) Disabled persons are entitled to fish without a 

license, if they are residents of Montana not residing in an 

institution and are certified as disabled by a licensed 

medical doctor, licensed to practice medicine in Montana • 

Disability is defined as a physical or .ental condition 

that prevents a person from doing any substantial gainful 

work that is eKpected to last for the rest of their life. 

Such disabled persons shall carry a permit on a form 

prescribed by the c~ission. 

(d) If a person is convicted of a violation of the 

fish and ga~ laws or regulations of Montana, the privilege 

conferred by this subsection shall be revoked for not less 

than six (6) aonths. 

(e) Residents, as defined by section 26-202.3o under 

the age of fifteen (15) years may purchase Class A-1, A-3, 

and A-5 licenses at two dollars (S2) per license. 

{f) The co .. issiono by rule or regulationo 111ay 

prescribe the number of Class B-5 and B-6, ~-7, B-8. or B-10 

licenses to be issued in each of the hunting districts 

designated by it. Any license sold may be restricted to a 

specific hunting area and may specify the species, ageo and 

sex to be taken in order to insure the proper manaoe.ant and 

propaqation of game animals in these areas, providedo 

howev~r. that no number limit shall be placed on B-7, 8-8 

and B-10 license by area eKcept in •aJor hunter 
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concentration areas as determined by the commission. Not 

more than seventeen thousand (17,000) nonresident big game 

combination licenses (B-10) may be sold in any one license 

y~a..-. 

(~) Special antelope licenses. In the event the number 

of valid applications for special antelope licenses for a 

hunting district exceeds the quota set by the co~ission for 

the district, such licenses shall be awarded by a drawing. 

Persons making valid application who did not receive an 

antelope license during the season immediately preceding the 

drawing shall be given first preference in such drawing for 

first, second and third choice hunting districts. The 

commission shall have the authority to promulgate such rules 

and regulations 

subsection. 

as are necessary to implement this 

(h) Special elk permits. In the event the number of 

valid applications for special 

district exceeds the quota set by 

district. these permits shall 

elk permits for a hunting 

the coaaission for the 

be awarded by a drawing. 

Persons making valid application who did not receive a 

special elk perMit during the season iMmediately preceding 

the drawing shall receive first preference in this drawinq 

for first, second, and third choice hunting districts. The 

co .. ission may promulgate the rules necessary to iMplement 

this subsection. 
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· (17) Only one (l) license of any one (1) class, except 

Class B-3 and B-4 licenses, shall be issued to any one (1) 

person, provided, however, that the co .. ission .ay prescribe 

rules a·nd regulations for the issuance or sale of a 

replaceMent license of the same class in the event the 

original license is lost, stolen or destroyed upon payment 

of tha su• of one dollar (Sl)o 

(18) Class AAA license--Sportsman's License. Any 

resident, as defined by section 26-202o3w who is twelve (12) 

years of age or older, upon payment of the sua of 

thirty-five dollars (S35) shall be entitled to a sports•an•s 

license Mhich shall permit the holder to exercise all rights 

granted to holders of Class A, A-1, A-3, A-5, A-6 and 

resident conservation licenses as prescribed in section 

26-230. The commission shall furnish each holder of a 

soortsman•s license an appropriate decal. 

tl9J Class 0-l License--Nonresident Mountain Lion 

license. Any person not a resident as de~ined In section 

2&-202.3, but who is twelve (12) years of age or older and a 

holder of a nonresident Class &-2 combination license, upon 

payment of the su• of twenty-five dollars (525) to any aqent 

of the fish and game co•mission authorized to issue fishing 

and huntinq licenses shall be entitled to a Class D-1 

license, which shall entitle the holder thereof to pursue 9 

hunt 9 shoot, kill and possess mountain lion as authorized by 
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the ~ules and ~egulations of the co~mission. 

(20) Llass D-2 license--Resident Mountain lion License. 

Any pe~son who is a ~esident as defined in section 26-202.3, 

and ~ho is twelve (12) years of age o~ older, upon payment 

of the su• of five dollars ($5) to any agent of the fish and 

ga•e coamission authorized to issue fishing and hunting 

licenses shall be entitled to a (lass 0-2 license, which 

shall entitle the holde~ thereof to pursue, hunto shoot, 

kill and possess mountain lion as autho~ized by the ~ules 

and r~gulations of the commission. 

(21) Special elk or dee~ licenses. (a) Any pe~son who 

is the holde~ of a valid ~esident elk license o~ a (lass 

B-10 nonresident big gaae c~bination license may app y fo~ 

a special elk license upon payment of a fee of one dolla~ 

( $l)o 

(b) Any pe~son who is the holder of a valid resident 

deer license o~ any nonresident who holds ~Class B-2 

license and a valid dee~ taq may apply fo~ a special dee~ 

license upon payment of a fee of one dolla~ ($1). 

(cl The COnDission shall have the authority to 

p~oeulgate such rules and ~egulations as a~e necessary to 

impleMent this subsection. 

t%~+=Eto:2--E=t-~en~e==non- re2*dent=b9beot-ttcen,ew 

~t= .. ==rntstem:~~~t9J!y2-0mt=J!b~ 

±i=~eA~-C§:=or-ot§erx-upon~ment-of=tbe=2UW-ot=Ste-to 
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fiU=tlgttDt:-ot thtt=ft#h-=-onst =s2mne=-comnrt2:ton-=-ottttmr:i:H:d::=:j;o 

i:22u=-fi:sltint~ntt~enal!x-ttenttttn--trtt=H""2 

~~en:ex-wbi:cft-ottoW3--tbe==botder-=of=-tne-=tteea:~ 

purlttfex httntx-Mumn-=!rlttx-omt=oo:nn bet>c:ot=n--otrttmtited 

ily-t:be-rute:-ot=ttn:=-=-+=nm. 

ti2+-tto22=t=t=tteen:e==re2f§ent-ilobcot-ti:cen:ew----~ 

per:eo-=-bo==~e:taent-o27ft:ttned-tn=CP=i6t-2=Qnd-wbo-i:2 

.i'=UaJ:2-ot-ooe::m=a!;d.errupen=poyment ot=the--:~t=::b 

.a.~~of=;M--fhh- onst=QMte-cmutin+on-o!l'tnortzmt=to 

t22ue::!Hmt:t=.=o!Hf=ti:2.hfng-ttcnuu-t:o-enttt:tn=t:o-::n--&tl!n 

£=X::_~wfti:ch otto•t=the botsBt=-ot the I i cenu to 

Aursuex-hQntx=sbootw-kittr=oftd-~e:tbobcftt=Ot=outhortred 

~~c=rut.,.,.-ot-1:bt=emuti:2ttony• 

Section 3. Section 26-301• R.L.M. 1947, is amended to 

~ead as follows: 

•26-301. Restrictions of manner of takinq and 

possessing fish and game and powers of commission ~elating 

thereto. (1) It shall be unlawful for anyone to take, 

captu~e, shoot, kill. or atte~ot to take• capture, shoot o~ 

kill, any game animal, or game bird f~om any self propelled 

o~ drawn vehicl~, o~ on, o~ f~om any public highway in the 

state of Montana, o~ by the aid or with the use of any set 

gun, jack-liqht, or othe~ artificial liqht, trap, sna~e. 

salt lick• nor shall any such set gun, jack-light o~ othe~ 

a~tificial light, t~ap. sna~e, salt lick o~ other device to 
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entrap or entice game animals or game birds be used, aade or 

set, nor ~ay rifles be used to hunt or shoot upland game 

birds unless the use of rifles is permitted by the 

co••ission; provided, however, that this does not prohibit 

the shooting of wild waterfowl froa blinds over decoys with 

a shotgun only, not larger than a nu•ber ten (10) gauge 

fired from the shoulder, nor shall any gaae fish be caught, 

captured, or taken, or atta.pted to be caught, captured or 

taken by the aid or with the use of any gun, or trapo nor 

shall any such set gun, or trap or other device to entrap 

game fish be usedo Badeo or set. 

(2) (a) No qaae birds or gaae or 'tur-bearing aniaals 

shall be killed, taken or shot at froa any aircraft, nor 

shall any aircraft be used for the purpose of concentrating, 

pursuinq, driving. rallying or stirring up any game or 

Migratory birdso game or fur-bearing aniaals, nor shall any 

powerooato sailboat, or any boat under sail or any floating 

device towed by a powerboat• sailboat• or any boat under 

sail be used for the purpose of killing, capturing, taking, 

pursuin~, concentrating, driving or stirring up any upland 

game birds, or ga•e or fur-bearing aniaals. 

(b) No person in an aircraft in the air shall spot or 

locate any gaMe, or aiqratory bird, game or fur-bearing 

animals and coaaunicate the location or approximate location 

thereof by any signals whatsoever. whether radio, visual or 
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otherwise, to any person or persons then on the ground. 

(3) No person shall take into a field or foresto or 

have in his possession while out huntingo any device or 

mechanism devised to silenceo or muffle or minimize the 

report of any firear•so whether such device or mechanism be 

operated fro• or attached to any firear•• 

'It) No person may use a shotgun to hunto kill or shoot 

deer except with loads as specified by the co .. ission. 

(5) No person shall chase with dogs any of the ga.a or 

fur-bearing anieals as defined by the fish and qaae laws of 

this state; provided, however, that livestock owners, 

e~loyees of the state fish and gaee co .. lssion and of the 

federal fish and wildlife service •ay use dogs in pursuit of 

stock-killing bearso aftd stock-killing aountain lionso aod 

~tock-killjng b~ or other means of taking stock-killing 

bears1 and stock-killing Mountain lions~ stock-killing 

uQbka~ except the use of the dead fall; providing, however, 

that traps used in capturing bear shall be inspected twice 

each day, which inspection shall be ~~ve-tlZt hours apart; 

and provided further, that a person may take gaae birds 

durinq the open season thereon with the aid of a dog or dogs 

and any person or association organized for the protection 

of game, may run field trials at any tiae upon obtaining 

written per~ission from the state fish and game director. 

{~) The state fish and game commission shall have the 
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power to designate certain waters where set 1 ines may be 

used to fish for certain species of game or nongame fisho 

and the commission may designate the number of hooks and 

lines and the length of line or lines which may be used as 

set lines. 

(71 Game fish shall be taken only by angling, that is 

by hook and single line in hand or single rod in hando or 

within immediate control; th!s does not prevent, however, 

the snagging of paddlefi£ho coho (silver salmon)• and 

kokanee (sockeye salmon} when the commission shall declare 

an open season when paddleflsh, coho (silver sal•on)t and 

kokanee [sockeye sal.on) may be taken by snaoging, the 

taking of paddlefish with long bow and arrow~~ ~n the 

commission shall declare an open season when paddlefish may 

be taken by long bow and arrow, the taking of walleyed pike, 

sauger, northern pike and nongame fish with spea~ or gig 

when the coamission shall declare an open season r~r taking 

walleyed pike, saugero northern pike and nongame fish with 

spear or gigt nor the use of landing net or gaff to land a 

game fish after the same has been hooked by anal ing as above 

specified, nor does it prevent the taking of minnows other 

than game fish variety by the use or aid of a nat not to 

exceed ~-e~ye--tl2t feet in length and ~eHr-t4t feet In 

widtht in such waters as may be designated by the 

commission. 
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1a1 No person, while hunting ga•e aniaals or game 

birds shall use a motor-driven vehicle on any other than an 

established road or trail, unless he has reduced a big ga.e 

ani~l to possession and cannot easily retrieve said big 

game animal, in which case a motor-driven vehicle may be 

used to retrieve the big game animal, except in areas where 

more restrictive re~ulations apply or where the landowner 

has not granted such permission, provided that after such 

retrieval, such motor-driven vehicle is again returned to an 

established road or trail by the shortest possible route. 

For purposes of safety and allo~ing normal travel, a 

motor-driven vehicle may be parked on the roadside or 

directly adjacent to said road or trail. No persono while 

hunting gaae aniaals or game birds, shall drive or attempt 

to driveo run or attempt to runo molest or attempt to 

molest, flush or atteMpt to flusht or harass or attempt to 

harass any game animal or game bird with the use or aid of 

any motor-driven vehicle. No person, while huntino gape 

animals or game birds shall drive throuqh any retired 

cropland, brush area, slough area, timber area, open 

prairie 1 or unharvested or harvested cropland, except upon 

an established road or trail unless written permission has 

been qiven by the land owner and in possession of the 

hunter. The restrictions in this subsection on motor-driven 

vehicle use off an established road or trail apply only to 
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hunting on state or private lando not to hunting on federal 

land unless the federal agency specifically requests or 

approv£s state enforceaent. 

(9) Whenever said fish and ga~e co••ission shall have 

made any orders, rules 3r regulations for the carrying out 

of the poNers granted to it under this acto the same shall 

take effect and be In force from and after the publication 

and posting of notice of said orderso rules and regulations 

as required by the fish and ga•e laws. 

(10} The provisions of this section relating to .athods 

of herding, driving, capturing, taking, locating or 

concentrating of fisho gaae ani•also ga.e birds or 

fur-bearing ani.als do not apply to the department .of fish 

and Ja.a, or any eMployee thereof, while acting within the 

scope and course of the powers and duties of the department. 

Any person violating any of the provisions of this 

section shall be deemed guilty of a aisdeaeanor and shall be 

punishable as provided by law.• 

Section 4. Section 26-303.5, R.c.~. l947o is a~ended 

to read as folloNs: 

•2&-303.5. Use of dogs for hunting Mountain lion ~ 

DQh~t· The Montana fish and oame co••ission shall have 

authority to allow and requlate the use of doqs for hunting 

mountain lion ~nd bobcat.• 

S@et~e .. -s.--seet~ft--~6-39T.-RT~.Mw-+~4~.-~-a~~ 

-21- SB 47 

2 

3 

4 

5 

b 

1 

8 

~ 

10 

ll 

12 

13 

14 

15 

16 

11 

18 

19 

20 

21 

22 

23 

24 

25 

SB OOitl/02 

.. eacf-ett-f'e+'HtWtt+ 

·~&-39Ty--Wettte-e+-++tth-BP~eme----haft~+~-~--++tth~ 

dtWffl"'-e+-ed-setttteft----itH~--e ~haft ofte~an+-e+--­

e.eep~~eft••---t+t-+~-tthe++-be-uft't-ew~-eftd-e~~de•eefte .. -~,. 

eft1-~tteft-f'ettpltfttt+h+e-~ef'-~dee~~-et-any-..eae--en+81t+-~ 

~Mtt--ttb~e.,.--e•ee~ i ""' -"'f'~..,.__h+eelt-ilftd-tw--beltr:!!: MHI 

-Miri-1'1-Hftfty amtbettce1:T ~e--tteteeh----p---i'rea ~M 

est"~-eft't-y-~e-ftee4f.-Mdeo -~Jertt.-~-~-~ 

e..--++-et-~...,.ette+tl-~ er ~e -~pert ef-etty~ 

ert+ea+,.-qe--h+rclr-et'-1J'Hie-~-sa+HM-i'.,.._-~.--er--te 

eh0ftltel'l--~-eet"eett~~-8ft1' g-e eft i 11el i ..-........ fi et dw e~ 

b'Htelt-el'ld1t"8Wft-bttet-T ltl'ld-..-te+tt-++- wul:=hobeob ~ 

rteed--lteYe-4'eeOYttd-el'ld-tetten- f re • the ee re_,-en+y-the-fteed 

emt 

e.eept--gP+rr+y-bee~y-wh~eh-..ee~-fte¥8 reaewed-aftd-~kef'l-i'pee 

t~e-e&~eetttt-ol'l+~e-ltead-ettd-tl+de-eftd--ttttetl-e~r--JH'Irttt--8'!11 

~~e-tth~-f'~lt-eftd-tJt~Me-e~+ott-•a' de11e1M1 fer-1te+eftt:+t+e 

pa~pe~ett.---A++-~ttt--ef-~+rr+y--beef'--dellel'lded--by--~lte 

ee-+ttri.,..-fe..-se+eM+~+e-pa~.--~~-tte-de++-&r..,...d--te--en 

e~f+eep-er-e~~+eyee-ef-~he-~rieft~+ftttPee~.-.oen 

e~-pett~-Ht+e-a~@f'4"e111CWtt+-eftd ~he ee•a+ttffeft-~l"efll"''t-1:e 

~he--++eeP~See--e..y--befte-~~ .. ae~ttf'e-eftd-ttku++-w+~h~-yeer 

H~--wr+~~e .. --~~es~---~~e---h+de---~T---be---retowfted 

+MII~ie~e+yw 

ftt--1~--~he++--he--a~a+--efto-e-ll+ttdelleeftef'-~...-ei'IY 
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~erseft-~e-k+++-.ere-~hen-~-ge.e-en+.af-c+-eny-ofte-spee+~T 

+n-efty-ene-++eense-yeery-ttn._s-~k++++rt<J-ef-ll~ftf>ft-orte 

~e.e--en+aa+--e~--suel'l--s~s--hes--been---e~r+~--by 

requ+et+ens-e~-~fte-~sh-eftd~-eeea+ss+enw 

t3t--+t--sne++--be--un+ew+u+--end e •isde•e~•er ~-any 

p~sen-dtfr+~-~he-e+esed--seesen--eft--eny--spee+es--e~-~ 

e~.a+T--~e.e--b+rd--er--~+sft--~-~ekey-ftunty-Shee~T-k+++-er 

eep~ure-any-stteh-geme-en+•~·-er-sueh-~eee-b+rd--&r--~e--++sft 

+er-er-ee~l'l--y-flleh-++sh•" 

Sen+en-fil•--'fl'lere-+s-e-new-tt ... t: ... MT-seeHon~~ds-es 

f'e+~· 

E-+ss+oft-~e--regt~+e-t>e--~~bebeeb--'ffte-~ 

and ~<till!! ee-+ss+en-ettty-eH--eftd-r~fte-~rel'r >ft<y--e+" 

eebeMs• 

Section 5. Section 46-1902, R.c.H. l91t7o is a•ended to 

read as follows: 

"46-1902. Meaning of term "wild anillal." for the 

purposoe of this act the term "wild ani111al" shall include 

coyote, lynx, bebeety and any other animal causing 

depredations upon livestock.• 

Section 6. Section lt6-1903o R.c.M. 1947o is amended to 

read as follows: 

"46-1903. Oepartaent to supervise destruction of 

predatory ani111als -- co-operation with other agencies 

ad•inistration of 11oneys. (1) The depart•ent of livestock 
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snail conduct the destruction, exterllinationo and control of 

wild animals including coyoteo lynx, bebee~ and other wild 

animals predatory in nature and capable of killing, 

destroying, 11ai11ingo or 

domestic poultry; and the 

livestock and poultry 

fro• these ani•als. The 

injuring do•estic livestock or 

protection and safeguarding of 

in this state, against depredations 

depart11ent shall for11ulate the 

practical progra11s for accomplishing these objectives in 

this state, and for carrying out the programs in an 

efficient and practical manner, responsive to the need for 

control in each area of this state. The departMent shall 

adopt rules applicable to predatory ani•al control, which 

are necessary and proper for the systematic destruction of 

the wild ani11als by hunting, trapping• and poisoning 

operations, and payaents of bounties. The depart11ent shall 

make fieldo area, ranqeo or other orders and instructions, 

including orders and instructions to hunter and trapper 

personnel and others, which are appropriate in the various 

areas, at different seasons of the year, takin~ into 

consideration the habits, presence, migrations, or 110ve~ents 

of the animals, and their attacks on livestock and poultry. 

either singly or in packs or bands. The depart•ent shall 

cooperate with authorized representatives of the federal 

government, including the Biological Survey and the Fish and 

Wild life Serviceo the state fish and game coRmissiono 
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boards of county commissioners, voluntary associations of 

stockqrowers, sheepgrowerso ranchers. farmers, and 

3 sportsmen, and corporations and individuals, in the 

4 systen~tic destruction of wild ani~als by hunting, trapping, 

5 and poisoning operations. 

b (2) Tne department shall ad~inister and expend for 

1 predatory animal extermination and control all MOney which 

8 is aade available to ito including the .oney froM the levy 

9 under ~ee~+on B4-5214o and all MOney which is •ade available 

10 to the department by appropriations aade by the l~gislature 

11 for predatory aniaal control by the depart•ent. The 

12 department shall expend the funds for predatory animal 

13 control by all effective .aanso including employment of 

14 hunters, trappers, and other personnel, procurement of 

l) trapso poisons, equipment, and supplies, and payment of 

16 bounties in the discretion of the department• responsive to 

ll tne necessities of control in various areas of the state. 

18 (3) This section does not interfere with or impair the 

19 power and duties of the fish and game commission in the 

20 control of predatory animals by the co-.issiono as 

21 authorized by law, nor the obligation of the com•ission to 

22 expend its funds in cooperation with the department, for 

23 predatory animal control, as required by law. Funds of the 

24 fish and game commission for the cooperative predatory 

25 aniaal control shall be administered and expended by the 
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l fisrr and game commission.• 

-End-
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