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_§EN~ BILL NO. 16 

INTRODUCED BY GRAHAM 

A BILL FOR AN ACT ENTITLED: "AN ACT FQR THE GENERAL 

REVISION AND CLARIFICATIQN OF LAWS RELATING TO RECREATIONAL 

VEHICLES A~D CONVEYANCES; AMENDING SECTIONS 53-l014o 

53-1017, 53-1019o 53-1026, 69-3502 THROUGH 69-3505, 69-3507, 

69-3508' 69-3508.1, 69-3512 THROUGH 69-3514• 69-3516• 

69-3516olt 69-3517, 69-3518, 69-6601, 69-6610, AND 69-6615, 

R.c.H. 1947•" 

BE IT ENACTED BY THE lEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF MONTANA: 

Section 1. Section 53-1014• R.C.H. 1947, is amended to 

read as follows: 

"53-1014. Transfer of title or interest. (1) U~on a 

transfer of any title~ or interest in e+-ftft-ew"e~-o~-ew~~ 

+"---to a snowmobile• r.~gistered ;il.S regui~d und"'r the 

p rov is i ans of this act e~--he~e-+nbef-e,-.f!-r~ui-~t"' ... ·tne p2r-son 

or-pe~~Oft~ whose title or inte~est is to be transferred 

>hall write t~e~~ hi~ ~+~"~ttt~~ ~L;aa~ with pen ~no ink 

upon the certificate of ownership issued for 3~en--~~ff+e+e 

.t!lS:~Q;i!l!QQ.iJg, in the appropriate space ~rovided upon th~ 

rever~e side of ~eft ~g certificate, and such signdtur2 

shall be acknowledged before a notary puolic. 

( 2) Within te"--flOt days thereafter, the transferee 
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shall forward both the certificate of ownership so endorsed 

ond the certificate of registration. together with the 

information required under this act, to the registrar, who 

shall file t~e--~ome ~upon receipt thereof~ ~"d-no HQ 

certificate of ownership ~"d 2£ certificate of registration 

~~e++ mdX be issued by the registrar of motor v"'hicles until 

the outstanding certificates are surrendered to that office 

or their loss established to his reasonable satisfaction. 

The re~istrar of motor vehicles shall collect a fee of twe 

do++e~~~S2t for each application for transfer of ownership. 

(3} The provisions of ~~be+w+~+o" subsection (2) of 

this section,. 

certificate of 

certificate of 

requiring 

ownership 

registration 

a transferee to forward 

after endorsement and 

to the registrar. shall 

the 

the 

not 

apply in the event of the transfer of a snowmobil~ to a duly 

1 icensed snowmobile dealer intendin9 to resell ~tt.,h--Yeh+e+e 

~"d Lh~~~2nil~ who operates the--~ame l~ only for 

demonstration purposes, but every such dealer ~"e++~ upon 

transferrin;~ such interest~~ deliver ~u"n the 

certificate of ownership and certificate of re~istr3tion 

with an application for registration executed by the new 

own2r in accordance with the provisions of this dCty~ en~ 

the Th~ registrar~ upon receipt of ~~d .til~ certificate of 

ownership, certificate Jf reyistration~ and .1ppl ication for 

registrdtion, together with the conditional s31es contract 

-2-



2 

3 

4 

5 

b 

7 

8 

9 

10 

11 

12 

13 

14 

15 

lb 

17 

18 

19 

20 

21 

22 

23 

24 

25 

' 

LC 0005/01 

or other li~n, if any, shall issue a new certificate of 

ownership and certificate of r8gistrdtion to~~th~r ~ith a 

state~ent of any conditional sales contract, ~ort~a]e7 or 

other lien." 

Section 2. Section 53-1017, R.C.M. 1947, is a .. end.~d to 

read as follows: 

•53-1011. Report of stolen and recovered sno~mobiles. 

It sha++-be ~ the duty of the sheriff of every county of 

the state and of the chief of pol ice or commissioner of 

police of every city to mak~ immediate report to the 

registrar of motor vehicles of all snowDObiles reported to 

hi~ as stolen or recovered, upon forms provided f~ by the 

registrar of motor vehicles. Failure on the part of any 

officer ~~-b~~eeme~-te-be ~ misfeasance in office and 

~he++--een~+t~e constjtu~ grounds for removal. Upon 

receipt of such information, the registrar of motor vehicles 

shal1 file the same in an index to oe known as the "stolen 

and recovered snowmobile indexY•I It ~e++ ~ also be the 

duty of the registrar of motor vehicles to file reports of 

stolen and recovered snowmobiles reported to him from other 

>t~tes. ~he ~~mQ~tbg re9istrar of motor vehicles 

shall prepare enee-e-me~ a list of all snowmobiles stolen 

or recovered during the previous month and forward a copy of 

the same to every sheriff, and all police de;>artments in 

cities of the first, second~ and third class. Such list 

-3-

' 

2 

3 

4 

5 

b 

7 

8 

9 

10 

11 

12 

l3 

14 

15 

lb 

17 

1e 

19 

2a 

21 

22 

23 

24 

25 

LC OOJ5j01 

shall also be forwarded to the secretary of stateT or other 

proper official, in each state of the United States. Before 

a certificate of title, as heretofore ,)rovided, shall b~ 

issued under this act. th~ mo£or and serial number on th~ 

motor vehicle to be registered shall be checked 3gainst tha 

.. stol r:-n and recovered snowmob i 1 e i ndR-X•" 

Section 3. Section 53-10199 R.C.M. 1947~ is amend2d t~ 

read as follows: 

•53-1019. Unlawful operation on streets and highways. 

It shall be unlawful for any person to drive or op2rat~ any 

snowmobile upon a public street or highway in any one or 

more of the following manners: 

(1) *t ~a rate of speed greater than provided by law 

for motor vghicleswi 

(21 Wh++e tibil~ under the influence of intoxic3ting 

liquor or narcotics or habit-forming drugswi 

(3) f" in a careless or reckless manner so as to 

endan~er the person or property of anotherT or to Cduse 

injury or damage to eitherYi gr 

t~t--w+tho~t-e-++~tee-h~d-end-te+++T~ht--h~t~e~n--th~ 

hottr~-ef-e~k-end-~8-ftY 

t5tLil &peret+n~ !UliU.il.t..isl!l___gf a snowmobiley or 

permitting such operationT by any person who by r2ason of 

age or physical or mental d i sab i 1 i ty is incapable of 

operating the snowmobile as required for safety under the 
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prevailing circumstanc~s." 

S~ction 4. Section 53-1026• R.C.M. 1947, is amend~d to 

re~d ~s follows: 

u53-1026. Application to be made annually-- ~race 

period-- proof of purchase. (1) Application must be made to 

the county treasurer for the issuance of tax-paid decals 

annually. All tax-p~id decals expire on June 3J of eacn 

year. 

(2) An owner of a newly purchased snowmobile shall 

have a grace period of ten--f10t days fro~ the date of 

purchase to make application for a current tax-paid decal~~ 

providedT--fte•~~T that at all times during that period a 

bill of sale or other proof of purchase reciting the date of 

purchase shall be carried by the operator or with the 

snowmobile ~~--e++--~~~s. An ~ner or ope~ato~ of such a 

snowmobile being operated after the ten--flOt=day grace 

perioj witnout a current tax-paid d~cal dis~lay~d on the 

snowmobil2 shall be subject to the penalties of ~eet+en 

53-1027, as amended." 

Section '5. Section ~9-350~, R.c.M. 1947, is .::~:n2nd-~d to 

read dS follows: 

w69-J5U2. Definitions. As used in this 1ct, unless thd 

context clearly requires a different ~eanin~ th~llowjn~ 

l1tl.ir!.lli2~!Ul.ll: 

(l} "Vessel"* means every description af wat~rcrdft• 
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unless other~ise defined by the f+sh-end-geme co•mission ef 

the-~tete-of-Mentene. other than a seaplane on the water, 

used or capable of being used as a means of transportation 

on water. 

(2) "Motorboat• means any vessel propelled by QQX 

machinery, eny motor~ or engine of any description, whether 

or not such machinery• motor1 or engine is the principal 

source of propulsioOT~ +ne+nd~ The term jnclydes boats 

temporarily equipped with detachable motors or enginesT but 

~he++ ~ not include a vessel which has a valid ~rine 

document issued by the u.s. coast guard of the United 

States government or any federal agency successor thereto. 

(3) •owner• means a person. other than a lien holder, 

having the property in or title to a motoraoat or vessel. 

The term includes a person entitled to the use or possession 

of a motorboat or vessel subject to an interest in another 

person, reserved or created by ~n agreement e~~ securing 

payment or performance of an obligation. but the term 

excludes a lessee under a lease not intended as security. 

( 4) 11 Naters of this state• means any waters within the 

territoria) 1 imits of this state. 

(5) "P~rson" means dn individual. partnership• 

corporation, association~ or other entity. 

firm., 

{6} "Uperat~" mEans. to navlcate or otherwise usc a 

motorboat or a vessel. 
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( 7) 'ffte-w.,...<l-'"t>oerrl•-5horl+--....,..., •commission• ~~ 

the fish and game commi s.s jon of the state of Montana ~"-ef-l 

~~e~+e"~-o+-th+~-~~. 

(8) "Certificate of numb€r" medns the certificate 

jssued annua l1 y by the hoerd--o~--eqHet+r~t~~n ~ 

treasurer to the owner of a motorboaty QL~_ihe__~~La£ 

~f__mQtg£~hl~ to dealers or •anyfact~ ewer.t+n9 

~ssjgojng such motorboat an identifying number and •+++ 

eonte~ ~~inins such information as required. 

(9) "Identifying number• means the boat nu~ber set 

forth in the certificate of number and properly displayed on 

the motorboat. 

(10) "License decals• •~n ~the serially numbered 

license stickers issued annually by the e~erd--ef 

eqHet+ret+eftT cpynty treasyrer and displayed as required by 

law. 

(11) "Passenger" means every person carri2d on board a 

vessel other than: 

{a) the owner or his representative; 

(b) the operator; 

(c) bon3 fide memuers of th0 crew €ngag~d in thE 

business of the vessel who have contributed no consid~ration 

for their carriage and ~ho a~2 paid for their s~rvices; or 

(d) any guest on board a vessel which is baing used 

exclusively for pleasure purposes who has not contributed 
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any conside~ation, directly or indirectly• for his carriage. 

(12) "Operator" means the ~erson who n~vigates, drives. 

or is otherwise in im~ediate control of a motorboa~ or 

vessel. 

{13) "D~cumented vessel" means a vessel which has and 

is required to have a valid marine document as ,~ vessel of 

the United States. 

(14) •uniform state waterway marking system• means one 

of two categories: 

(a) a system of aids to navigation to supplement the 

federal system of marking in state waters; 

(b) a system of regulatory markers to warn a vessel 

operator of dangers or to provide general information and 

directions.• 

Section 6. Section 69-3503, R.c.M. 1947, is amended to 

read as follows: 

•69-3503. Operation of unnumbered motor.luats 

prohibited display of decals. (1) Every motorboat on the 

waters of this state propelled by~ motor or engine of any 

description shall be properly numbered and display valid 

license decals. No person ~heft ~ operate or qive 

permission for the operation of any motorboat on such waters 

unless the motorboat i3 numbered and displays valid li~ense 

decals jn accordance with this act9 in accordance with 

applicable federal law, or in accordance with a federally 
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approved numoering system of another state • .:tllii unl:?ss_;_ 

tttLal the =ertificate of number awarded to ~~eh 1ba 

motvruaat is in full for-ce and effecty..i and 

t~tLbl the identifying number set forth in the 

certificate of nu~ber and the valid 1 icense decals are 

dis~layed on such motorboat. 

( 2) Any person who operates a motorboat on the waters 

of this state without dis~laying the appropriate numbers and 

license decals as required by this section ~he~~--~ L~ 

punishable by a fine not to exceed ~"-do+~r~-tSlOt. 

Howev~r, the arresting officer may issue a courtesy citation 

in lieu of the penalty provided for in this subsection." 

Section 7. Section 69-3504• R.C.M. 1947• is a5end3d to 

read as follows: 

•69-3504. Identification number. tfttLLl The owner of 

each motorboat requiring numbering by this state shall file 

3n application for number in the office of th3 county 

treasurer whe~ein the motorooat o~--v~~~@l is owned or 

taxabley on forms prepared and furnished by the registrar of 

motor vehicles. The application shall be signed by the o«ner 

of the motorooat and shall be accompani~d by a fee of ~~ 

t~1t--do+~er. Any alteration• change1 or false statement 

contained in the application ~or-eert~++eete-e~-r~~~trdt~" 

will render the certificate of nunber fttt++--e"d void. Upon 

recei?t of the ap~lication in dpproved form1 the county 
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treasurer shall issue to the applicant a certificate of 

number prepared and furnished by the registrar of motor 

vehicles, stating the number awarded to the motorboat and 

the name and address of the owner. The number awarded ~ust 

be painted on or attached to each outboard side of the 

forward half of the motorboatT or~ if there are no such 

sides. at a corresponding location on both outboard sides of 

the foredeck of the motorboat for which it is issued. The 

number awarded shall read from left to right• ~ in Arabic 

numerals. in block characters of good proportion, a minimum 

of th~-t3t inches in heightT excluding border or trim, ftftd 

of a color which shall contrast with the color of the 

background• and~ so maintained as to be clearly visible 

and legible. Th~ number shall not be placed on the obscured 

underside of the flared bow where the angle is such that the 

numbers cannot be easily seen from another vessel or ashore. 

No numerals" letters~ or devices~ other than those us~d in 

connection with the identifying number issued~ ~h&++ ~ be 

placed in the proximity of the identifying number. and no 

num~r3ls. 1qtters£ or devic~s which might interfere with the 

ready identification of the motorboat by its identifying 

number ~he++ ~ be carried as to interfere with the 

motornoat•s identification. The certificate of number shall 

be pccket siz2 and shall be available to feder~l. state~ or 

local law enforcement officers at all reasonable times for 

-10-
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inspection on the motorboat for which issuedy whenever th~ 

moto~~oat ;~ on wate~s of this statey~ ~xe~pt--b~t a~t 

l; ver-i es are not requ i reci to have the cert it i cate of nu~o.ar 

on boa~d each motornoat, exe~rt-tft~ ~ a rental agreement 

must be carried on board live~y motorboats in plac~ of the 

certificate of number. 

tbt.Lll Before filinc~ such application with th~ county 

treasurer, the applicant shall submit the same to the county 

assessor~ ef-~e+d-eeuftty-e"d-~~d-eeH"*y-~~e~~e¥ ~ shall 

enter on ~e+d ~ applicationL in a spat€ to be provided for 

that purpose, the full and true and assessed valuation of 

~e+d ~ vehicle for the year for which ~e+d the application 

for registration is made. 

tetLll The applicant ~he~~. upon the filing of the 

application, ~ pay to the county treasurerT the 

registratio~ fee and shall also pay the ?ersonal p~ooerty 

taxes assessed against the motorboat or vessel for the 

current year of registration before the application for 

registration or reregistration may be accepted by the county 

treasurer. 

~t~ The numberinJ requirements of this act 5hall 

apply to motorboats operated by dealers, manufacturers~ or 

their employees as follows: 

t~tLai A dealer or manufacturer may apply directly to 

the registrar of motor vehicles for one t±t identifyin] 
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number and one t~t or more certificates of number. A 

dealer•s or manufacturer•s identifying number shall be 

displayed on a dealer•s or manufacturer•s boat while the 

boat is ooerating for a purpose relat~d to the buyin~, 

sellin9, or exchanJing of the boat by the dealer. 

ti'tllll The application for a de;;~l..:: r • 5 or 

manufacturer•s identifying number shall include the name of 

the deale~ or manufactu~er and tfte hi~ business address ~~ 

th~--d~e~~¥--~¥--m&ftH~eetH~~. Each dealer or manufacturer 

shall have one t±t identifying number assigned to his 

business. 

Bt.L.tl 

identifying 

An application for dealer•s or manuf~cturer•s 

number and certificate of number shall be 

accompanied by the following fees: 

t*till for the identifyin~ number. first certificate 

of number, and set of license decals. ~~v~-dette¥~-f$5t; 

tet~l.l..l for each adaitional certificate of nu.uber o>nd 

s2t of 1 icense decals applied for in any appl ication• t~e 

de~'HI¥~-tSZt• 

t~ti41 The registrar of motor vehicles shall t ssue 

certificates of number for identifying "Hmb~¥ numbers 

awarded to a dealer or manufacturer in the same manner as 

provided i~ ~~et+eft &9-3504 tetL~• ~~~ exc~~t that 

no boat shall be described in the certificate and each 

certificate shall state that the identifying number has been 
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awof"d2!d to a dealer or manufacturer. A deale~•s or 

manuf3cturer•s certificat~ of number exJire5 on A~ril 30 of 

~he yecr for which it is issued. 

t5t~ A dealer•s or manufacturer's identifying number 

shall be displayed in the same aanner as provided in s~~+eft 

69-3504 ~t 1llo as amended or-th+s-ee~. except that the 

number may ce temporarily attachedTI end-that-the Lb~ last 

three t3t letters shall be •DL~· for dealer and •MFR• for 

manufacturerti ~hese ~~ letters shall be incli.Jded, 

respect i vel Y• 

nutnbers only. 

in dealer or •anufa-ct.urer identification 

T6t1Ll No person other than a dealer or manufacturer 

or an employee of a dealer or manufacturer she++ ~ display 

or us2 a dealer•s or manufacturer's identifying number. A 

dealer•s or manufacturer•s identifying number may be 

dis:>layed only on motorboats owned by the dealer or 

mdnufrlCturer. 

t~t~ No dealer or ~anufacturer or em9loy2e Jf a 

do.al er or manufacturer ~hM-1-· max. use :::. dea1er•s or 

manufacturer's identifyin~ numb2r for any purpose other than 

the purpose oescribed in subs~ction t±t ~l of this 

section. 

tet--The--oWfte~--o+--eny-.oto~et-e+~edy~oYe~ed-by-a 

numbe~-+n-tu+l-r~ee-end-e+feetT-wh+eh-h~s-oe~n--~·~~d~d--to 

+~--~ursuant--te--theft--o~~ret+Ye-~edere+-+~w-er-a-federelly 
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e~~~oYed-n~~+"9-system-ef-enothe~-steter-she++-re~er~-the 

numbe~-pr+or-to-~e~et+n~the-.oto~eo~--en--t~e--weters--~ 

th+s--stete--~n-~xeess--of--the--s+xty-t&&t-dey-r~e~~e+ty 

~e~+od-prOY+dee-+~-~n-seet+on-&9-3596-f+t-of-th+~-~tw-Stteh 

reeo~det+Oft-shol+-b~-+n--the--.enn@~--end--pu~suent--~-tfte 

p~ee~e--requ~-f~-the-ewerd-ef-nu.b~-under-suhseet+en 

tet-of-t~+s-s~et+on• 

t~t121 Should the ownership of a motorboat chan~e, 

within a reasonable tiMe a new application form with fee 

shall be filed with the county treasurer 

certificate of nuaber shall be awarded in the 

provided for in an original award of nuaber. 

and a new 

same •anner as 

t9t~ If an agency of the United States government 

has in forc3 an ~r-e++ oyerall system of identification 

numbering for motorboats in the United States. the numbering 

system employed pursuant to this act by the registrar of 

motor vehicles shall be in conformity therewith. 

tht11l Every certificate of nu~ber and the 1 icense 

decals awarded under this act shall continu~ in effect for a 

period not to ex~~ed one-tlt year, unles~ sooner terminated 

or discontinued in accordance with the provisions of this 

act. Certificates of number and 1 icense decals shall show 

the date of expiration thereon and may be renewed by the 

owner in the sam~ manne~ p~ovided for 

secu~ing of the certificate. 
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t+t~ Certificates of number dtte shall expire on 

A~rll 30 of ~ach calendar year and shall no lonJer ~~ of any 

eff~ct unle~s r~newed u~a~r this ~ct. 

tjtl.ll In event of transfer of ownersti~~ the 

purchaser shall ~hjn a reasonable-tim~ furnish th~ CJunty 

treasurer notice of the acquisition of all or any part of 

his interest other than the creation of a security interes~ 

in a aotorboat nuiRbered in t.his state under this section..,. Of'" 

of the loss, theft, destructioni or abandonment of the 

motorboaty-w+~n+n-r~~~Oftft&+~-~~--th~ec~. Such transfer, 

loss, theft, destruction~ or abandonment shall terminate the 

certificate of number for the motorboatL excapt that in the 

case of a recovery from theft~ or transfer of a oart 

interest which does not affect the owner's right to operate 

the motorboat, the recovery or transfer does not terminate 

the certificate of number. 

tl<-t.Lliil A holder of a certificate of nu.no<"r shall 

notify the county treasurer within reasonable time if his 

address no longer conforms to the address appearing on the 

certificate and shall, as a part of the notification, 

furnish the county treasurer with his new a~dress. The 

registrar of motor vehicles may provide +n-+~~-~~+e~ oy rule 

for the surrender of the certiflc3t2 bearing th? furmcr 

address and its replacement with a certificate bearing the 

new address or the alterdtion of an outstanding certificate 
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to show the new address of the holder. 

t+ti~ No number other than the·number and I iccnse 

dec3l aNard2d to a motorboat or ~ranted reciprocity undPr 

this actT S~dll be painted, attached~ or othgrwjsd jispl~yed 

on either side of the forward half of the mator0oat. 

tmtL!Zi Fees collected uncer this 5(;Cti(>n shall b:~ 

transmitted to the state treasurer who Sh-Jll <J2jJOSit tll2 

fees in the ~otorboat certificate identification account of 

an earmarked revenue fund. These fees shall be used only for 

the administration and enforcement of ~eet+o"~ ~9-3501 

through 69-3518a as amended. 

tntL.u.! An owner of a motorboat ~ust ~otify th~ 

registrar of motor vehiclesy ~thin__~ reasonable time. 

giving the motor~oat•s identifying nu~ber and th~ ownrr•s 

name 9 w~ft+ft-reo~ofto&+e-t+~y when that motorboat becomes 

documented as a vessel of the United States, is transferred. 

lost, d2stray~dr abandonedr Q[ frauded, or ~ithin ~i~~y-t~Ot 

days after change of stat2 0f principal use." 

Section e. Section 69-3505, R.r.M. 1947, is amended to 

read as follows: 

"69-3505· Equipment. 

shall have aboard: 

(l} Every motorboat or v€ssel 

(a) 6ne ~ United States coast guard approved 

personal flotation devica in good and serviceable condition 

for each person on board, providedy that any person who has 
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not reached his twe++th lltb birthday Shdll have d United 

States coast guard approved life preserver properly fastened 

to his p€rsoo whLn occu~ying a motorboat or vess~l un.jer 

tl0eni:y-~+x--t2<>t feet in length while such motoroo,:t or 

vessel is in motionwi ~e-f+~h--ond--~eme--eomm+~+on--~~8++ 

hev@--i:he--o~i:ho~ty-i:o-do~+gnste-wete~-en~-i:+ae-of-yee~-on 

t~e~e-wete~-whe~-e++-p~~Oft5-eboe~d-e-moi:o~ooet-o~--ve~eet 

muet-weor-opp~oved-+++e-p~ese~.er~-et-e++-t+meew 

tb7--Wfteft-+n-operet+en-or-et-efteh~-or-~ed-ewey-f~oft 

e--~oek~~fee+++ty--between-eun~ei:-ond-~un,*ee-e++-YOSe~ 

ehe++-d+ep+oy-++ght~-e~-p~e~er+bed-by-t~e-boerdw 

tet~ £+ iL carrying or using any inflaMmable or 

toxic fluid in any enclosure for any purpose, and if tha 

~orboat or y~~ not an entirely open moto~boot--o~ 

•eeset ~· an efficient natural or mechanical ventilation 

system prescribed by the oo~d ~~~ which shall be 

used ~nd be capabl~ ~f removing resulting gas~s ~rlor toy 

and during the time the motorboat or vessel is occu~ied by a 

person•.i 

tet~ A++-moterb~te-she++-eerry-the--m+n+mum--~mb~ 

of United States coast ~uard approved hcind -ortdble fire 

extinguishers, the number of ~hich is to be determined by 

the Keni:ona--f+sh--on~--~o•e commission~ or a United States 

coast guard approved fixed fire extinguishin9 syste.,, 

"'xcept.,. that motorboats less than twenty-~+x-t26t fe2t in 
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length of entirely open c~nstruction, propelled by outboard 

motors, and not carrying passengers for hire need not carry 

such portable fire extinguishers or fire extinguishing 

systems. 

(2) Every motorboat or vessel shall have the 

carburetor or carburetors of every engine therein (excdpt 

outboard motors) using gasoline as fuel.,. equippeJ with an 

efficient flame arrester, backfire trap, or other similar 

device. 

(3) ~e--beord-.oy-o~opt-rtt+ee-~~y+n9-the-eq~~ 

requ+re•ent~--eente+ned--+n--th+s--~eei:ion--i:o--tfw!---e.ctefti: 

neees~ery--to-eeep-th~-requireaeftts +n-eOft~orei~-w+th-tfte 

p~e•+s+&ns-o+-i:he~edero+-naw+get+en-onrl-eefety-+~s-o~-w+i:ft 

t~e-nft¥iget+on-end-~ofety-~u~e~-proaut9oi:ed--by--the--~+~ 

~tetes-eo~t-guerdw When jn pgeratjon or at anchor gr~~ 

.away from a dockjng facjli-ty between sunset and sunrjse. all 

vessels shall display ~~~ prescrjbeg__Q~~ 

~mjssion. 

(4) A-person-mey-not-ope~oi:e-~--~ve--perM+~s+en--+o~ 

the--ep~rot+en-of-e-ve~se+-wh+eh-+s-net-equ+pped-es-~eqtt+red 

by-th+~-~eet+en-~-med+f+eet+on-thereo~. ~~~~Qll__~ 

designa~__wa~bere and the tjme of year an toe~ wat~rs 

when all persons aboard a potorboat -2£ vessel ~t wear 

2~proved ljfe~~~_all times. 

(5) A---.eese+.,.---+netud+n~--housebeote--and--~+oe~+n~ 
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eebtn~y-mey-not-be-equ+pp~d-+n-~menn~--whteh--wt~+--~~mt~ 

~t~eher~-c+-tn~equete+y-treeted-~ewege-tnte-w~e~~-er-tnt~ 

~~e~·--~o--eon~e~n~~--o~-~~ed~quet~~y-~r~e~~d~~we~~-m~y-b~ 

p+eeedy-+ert-or-dt~eherqed-tn-er-n~r-wete~-ef--tht~--~tete 

by--enyefte--et--eny--ttme.-A~+-tot~~s-+eeet~d-en-eft?-•~~~e+ 

ep~ret~d-Oft-wete~~-er-th~-~tete-~he~+-heve-~eeure+y-erftxed 

te-the-tnt~ter--dt~e~ge--epefttn~-ef--the~-en--epe~ttn9 

tr~t~nt--d~vtee--or--~etetn+ng--tenk-meettn~the-~8ftde~5 

e~teb+t~hed--by--tfte--beerd--e+--hee+th--end---~nvtreneente+ 

~etene~Y Vesselso including houseboats and floatin] cabins, 

equipped with a galley o~ toilet shall havey-net-+et~-then 

"P~t"+-39y--t9~y a wastewate~ hol.ding system sealed to 

p~event the discha~ge of ~ewe~-es--ee+tn~d--tn-~~etten 

6~88ry-RwtwMw-~~ wate~ ca~r[ed waste product~, whethe~ 

t~eated or untreated, into the su~rounding waters. 

.U.~~issj on ~~--LitllL--=.d.i fy in~ :tM 

equipment requirements cgnLajned in ~s S@ctjpn to _tb& 

~~necessary to keep_tnese reQuirements jn~L2Lmltx 

with the proyisjoos of the federal oaviwatiao and safety 

Jaws o~~ayjgatjo~~ty ryles-ULQIDYlwat~d by 

~~ted States coast gyard. 

171 A person may Do~ operate or _gi~~~~ 

!.~~!L2f_st.....l(~lt!!ich is ngt egyip,;~ed as-~:.l:l..Q.ui.J::..!W. 

~y this secti20£M 

Section 9. 69-3507o rt.C.H. 1947 1 is amended to ~ead as 
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follows: 

~69-3507. Boat liveries. tetLll The owner of a boat 

livery shall cause to be kept a ~ecord of th~ nam~ and 

add~ess of the person or persons hiring any v~ssel whicn is 

d~~t~fteted---~ permitted Dy him to be oper~tad~~ the 

identification number theree+y--enrl gf_~h__y~~ tha 

departure date and time, and the expected time of return. 

The record shall be preserved for at least ~x-t6t months. 

tbtLZl Neithe~ the owner of a boat liveryy nor his 

agent or employee shall permit any motorboat or any vessel 

de~t~~-&r permitted by him to be operated as a motorboat 

or vessel to depart from his premises unless it shall have 

been providedo eithe~ by owner or rentero with the equi~ment 

required pursuant to ~ett~" 69-3505 and any rules end 

~e9a+~tto~ made pu~suant thereto.• 

Section 10. Section 69-3508o R.C.H. 1947, is amended 

to read as follows: 

"69-3508. Prohibited ope,.-ation and mooring 

enforcement. tetLll No person ~he++~ operate or knowingly 

permit any pe~son to operateT any motorbo~t or v~ssely or 

manipulate "'!ny wete-r-~k+-s l!later skis.., surfb-:J-ard.,. or s i~i lar 

devicey or other contrivance~ in a reckless or negligent 

manner so as to endang.:r the 1 i feo I i mb, or proi'erty of .1ny 

person. 

fbtLZl No person ~he++ ma¥ operate. or knowingly 
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p2:rmi t any ~:~rson to operateT any motorboat or- vess21.,- or 

manipulate any we~er-~kf~ ~~' surfboard, or simildr 

Jcvic~ or other contrivance~ while in~oxicat~d or under th2 

influence of any narcotic drug. barbiturate~ or m~rijuana. 

tet~ It ~"~~+-he i~ unlawful fo~ the own~~ of any 

motorboat or vesselT or any person having such in char1e or 

in cont~alT to ~uthorize or knowin9ly po~mit the s~me to be 

ope~ateo by any person who by reason of physical or mental 

disability is incapable of operating such ~atercraft unde~ 

the prevailing circumstances. 

tdt~ No ~erson ~he~~ m£¥ operat2T ~~ knowingly 

pe~mit any ~erson to ope~ateT any moto~boat o~ vessel at a 

rate of speed greate~ than ~ill permit such person• in the 

exercise of reasonable caret to bring the vessel to a stop 

within the ossured clear dist~nce aheadtA p~oyfd~rlT-howeve~• 

t~ However. nothing in this act is intended to prevent the 

op~~ator of a vessel dCtually competing in d regattd which 

is sa net i ont~d Dy an app rop r j ate govarnm,_•nta 1 un.it from 

ittemptin~ to dttain hiyh speeds on a mark~d ~acing cou~se. 

t.,tUJ. No p~rson ~nit+~ ~ rna~e 2 rec~l ess approach 

to, :::!t-!?art.Jre from.1. or )..-l-SsaJ? by d docK, r-'Jm~., di vin~1 

boa~d1 o~ float. 

t~t~ Skie~s being pulled by motorboats must have on 

their pe~so~ a life preserver, buoyant vest~ a~ rin:J buJy. 

t~tlLl ~o person ~n~+~ IDa¥ moo~ a vessel to any of th" 
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ouoys o~ beacons placed in any waters of this state by the 

authority of the United States, an agency of the United 

States1 or the beard-"or ~~~L in any manner hang on 

with a vessel to such buoy o~ beacon, except in the act of 

maint~nance work on such nuoy or beacon9 nor ~he~~ ~ any 

person defaca, remove£ or destroy any such buoy, b~acon~ or 

other authorized navigational marker maintained in the 

waters of this state. 

tnt~ If an office~ whose duty it is to enfo~ce the 

sections of this law obse~ves a vessel being used without 

sufficient lifesaving or firefighting devices or in an 

overloaded or othe~ unsafe condition and in his jud9•enty 

such use creates an especially hazardous condition, he may 

di~ect the ope~ator to take whatever im~ediate and 

~easonable steps would be necessary fo~ the safety of those 

aboard the vessel. including di~ecting the operator to 

return to mooring or launching site and to remain the~e 

until the situation credtjng the hazard is cor~ected or 

ended." 

S-ection 11. SF~ction 69-3508.1, R.C.M. 1947 1 is amended 

to read as follows: 

"69-3500.1. Dischar9c of waste from vessel prohibited. 

No person shall dischd~ga or cause, permitL or suffer to be 

dischar:~ed any yarb~~e, r~fuse. wa~te1 ~r s~~agP from any 

vessel into.1 or upon1-_.Qr:__o..aa.L ttle waters at any stre>am., 
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riv2r1 or lake within the boundaries of the state of 

Montand." 

Section 12. S2ctjon b9-JS12, R.C.M. 1947• is rim~nd~d 

to ~edd as follows: 

8 69-351?. Collisions, dCC i dents-.~. an j C.?.SUJltie-s.. 

tetL1l +t-sh~++-b~-th~-~uty-o~-th~ lb~ operator of a v'ssel 

involved in a collision, accident~ or other CdSualty. so far 

as hE can do so without serious dang~r to nis own vessel• 

crew~ and passengers (if any), te ~ rende~ to other 

persons affected oy the collision, accident~ or other 

casualtyy such assistance as may be practicable and as may 

be necessary in order to save them fro• or minimize any 

dan~er caused by the collision, accident~ or other casualtyT 

and o+~o--te give his name, address1 and identificati~n of 

his vessel in writing to any person injured and to the 

ownery or person in control of any property damaged in the 

collision, accidentL or other casualty. 

tbt l2.l. T ha bo-~ commjssioo shall ;:>repare dOd 

distribute to each sheriff's office and~~"~"~ 9ame 

werd~n~ ~~n of this statey a standardized accident re~ort 

for~~ any An~ p•rson involved in a co1lisiJny accident 1 o~ 

other casualty involving a death, disappaarance, personal 

injury~ or '>roperty damage in excess of on..-toun-e<l--do++er<> 

tSlOO.aat shall im111ediatel y report such calli sion, accident1 

or other casualty to the sheriff's office or ~~~~., game 

-23-

• 

3 

4 

5 

" 
1 

8 

9 

10 

11 

12 

13 

14 

15 

1~ 

17 

18 

19 

20 

21 

22 

23 

24 

25 

LC 0005/01 

warden of the county in which the collision, accident~ or 

casualty occurred and fill out a standard•zed accident 

reoort form. 

t~t~ +t-~hot+-e~-th~-duty-of-eny A sheriff advised 

of z collision, accident~ or other casualty r2port~d Jnjer 

t'">is ~ct-;--t" !ih.il..ll..;. 

t+tL~ conduct an approproate investigatiGn of such 

collision, accident1 or other casualty~ and 

trt~ ~o pr~pare and submit a report of the results 

of ~~+~ ~ investiga~ion• together with the compl~t~d 

standardized accident report forms1 to 

Section 13. Section 69-3513, R.C.Ho 1947, 

to read as follows: 

the t>efl1"<!1 

is 1mendo2d 

~69-3513· Transmittal of information. In accordance 

with any request duly made by an authorized official or 

agency of the United States, any information compil•d or 

otherwise available to the bo~~ &Qmmi~a ~ursuant to 

~~~t~n ~ectjons (ZI and Ill of 69-3512 tbt-eft<!l-t~t~~ 

2me~ shall be transmitted to ~~d ~~b official 

agency of the United States." 

or 

Section 14. Section 69-3514, R.c.H. 1947, is am2nded 

to read as follows: 

"69-3514• Wet~r-~lti-~-··water skj s and surfboards. f"'t.Lli 

No person ~he++ mQ¥ operate a motorboat or vess~l on any 
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wate~s of this state for thd purpos~ of towin'J a pers~n or 

persons on ~e~~~-~k+~ ~~. a surfboard, or similar 

dcvic;.::, or oth-2-r contriv3nce unless ~e-id .:t.~ oper-3tor is Jt 

least ~we+.e-t12t years of agey and fu~her--proy+d+n~-~"~ 

there is a second person. at least ~~+.e-t12t years of age. 

in the vess~l to act as observer to observe the person bein~ 

towedTJ!:. 

!Zl ~r-~fte++-eny tlQ person ~ engage in wo~er-sk++ng 

waterskijn~, surfbaardin~, or similar activityy or towing 

some other contrivances at any time between the hours from 

on~ ~ hour after sunset to one ~ hour befora sunriset~ 

prov+eedy--howevery ~ that the--p~s+Ofts--o+ this 

subsection do ~ not apply to a performer engaged in a 

professional exhibition or a person ~r-persens ~ngaged in a 

regatta or race authorized under this act. 

tbt~ All r+~h~-~+-wey L~~ rules applying to 

the towing vessel shall ~pply.• 

Section 15. Section 6q-JSlb, R.C.M. 1947, i5 amended 

to read as follows: 

"69-3516. FilinJ af re~u+"t+ons ~. A co~y of the 

r~~u+at+ens ~~ adopted pursuant to this acty ana of any 

amendments theretoT shall be filed in the office of the 

be~~d ~~n and in the office of tne secretary of 

state. Rules ~nd-r~~+et+ens Shall be published by the ho~r~ 

~QIDmi~lQn in a convenient form and made easily availaole to 
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all v~ssel operators." 

Section 16. Section 69-3516.1, R.c.M. 1947, is amended 

to read as follows: 

•69-3516.1. Education progra~. The b~o~d k2mmissjon 

shall coordinate a statewide boat safety education program.• 

Section 17. Section 69-3517, R.C.M. 1947, is am2nded 

to read as fJllows: 

"69-3517. Enforcement of act. It shall be the duty of 

the ~+~h-e~-~e~ co~mission to enforce the sections of this 

law. The state fish and game director shall employ all the 

necessary personnel ta comply with this secti~n. All 

sheriffs and peace officers of the state of ~ontana and all 

United States coast guard law enforcement officers shall 

have authority to enforce provisions of ~e~~~s 69-3501 

through 69-3518~~-· 

Section 18. Section 69-3518, R.C.H. 1947• 

to read as follows: 

is amended 

"69-3518. Penalty. Violations of any section of this 

o~t ~~ unless otherwise soecified shall be " 
misdemeanor and be punjshab1e by fine of not less than 

~++teen-rle++ar~-t$15t or more than ++y~--"undred--do++ors 

t$500w8St or by imprisonment up to ~f~-t6t monthsT or by 

both such fine and im~risonment. All fine and bond 

forfeitures shall be ~ransmitted to the st>t~ treasurer who 

shall deposit such fines ~nd forfeitures in the motornoat 

-26-
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account of an earmarked fund~~ tft~ ~ moneys shall be ~sea 

only oy the ++~h-ftftd--~me commission for enforcement of 

~~et~~"~ 49-3501 throush 69-3518~~~~-n 

Section 19. Se~tion o9-6~01, R.C.M. 1947, is amended 

to ~ead as follows: 

wb9-6601. Policy of state. In ord2r to saf~guard the 

1 ife, health, property~ and welfare of the citizens of 

Montana while using passenger traMways, as defined in 

s~t~-~-~f69-6b02<t-o+-th+~fteto it shall beth~ policy of 

the state to protect its citizens and visitors f~om 

unnecessary mechanical hazards in the designi constructioni 

and operation of passenger tra•ways, but not from the 

hazards inherent in the sports of mountaineering. skiing~ 

and hikingy or from the hazards of the area ~~~w~rl utilized 

by the skier or other sports~a~ and that periodic 

inspections be required of passenger tramways with a view to 

assuring that each one of them meets the rules ~nrl 

r~~~+~~+eft~-ft~ set forth by the departmant. The state, 

through the department, shall register all passen1er 

tramways in the state, establish reasonable standards of 

desig~. construction1 ~nd operational pra:tices1 ~nd c~ilse 

to be made such in~pections as may be necessary in carrying 

this policy into effect.• 

Section zo. Section b9-bo1Do R.C.H. 1947, is amended 

to read as follow3: 

-27-

~ 

2 

J 

" 
5 

6 

7 

8 

9 

10 

11 

12 

l3 

14 

15 

16 

17 

18 

19 

20 

21 

n 

23 

24 

25 

LC 0005/01 

~b9-bblC• Additional powers and duties of department. 

t+t In addition to all other powers and duties conferred and 

impos:d upQn the department by this er~T~~~ ~ua~~' th~ 

department shall heve-ftft~-~·~~~+s~-~he-~o~+ew+n~-~ow~r~--~~~ 

o~~~e~= 

t.,t.ill 'fe adopt reasonable rules ~"rl--~~~tttet+o"~ 

relating to public safety in the design, canstructi~ni ana 

operation of passenger tramwaysy but which ~h~++ ~ not 

relate or pertain to an area served by a passenger tramway. 

In adopting such rules eftd-~~gtt+et~~~ the de~artment S'lall~ 

1Q1 use as a guideline the standards contained in "The 

American National Standards Institute--Safety Requirements 

for Aerial Passenger Tramways•"~ ANSI B 77.1--1970, as 

amended from time to time, or equivalenty and as amended or 

supplemented from time to time by the department~~ ~n6-~hett 

""t-b~rl+~~.,~~ft-th~~~-~~p++e~t~en-te--~~~~et~~~--e~ 

~~s~"~e~-t~em.oy~-eftd-~he++ 

1.Q1 hold hearings and take in all evidenc;, relatin. tc 

the adoption of these rules. eftd-~~~t+eft~--e"rl-th~ 

rl~~~~tmeftt-~nett 

LZl supply to each operator a copy of its rul8-S ftf"ld 

~~gtt+et+en~ and each amendment thereto or revision thereof.~ 

.u.L--'l.JC..Qi.IL_ill_scr i mi natinn_i!L.sl!Ulli&atinn_gL.tb~L<.:; 

to operators of passenger ~wax~i 

tbt.iii fo hold hearings and take evidence in all 

-28-

~ 



( 

2 

4 

5 

b 

LC 0005/0l 

m~tters relating to tha exercis~ and p~rformance of th~ 

powers and duties vested in the department, subpoena 

witnesses~ administer oaths, and compe1 the t2stimony of 

witnesses and the production of booKS• papers 1 

relevant to any inquiry; 

tet~il fe approve, deny, revoke, and 

and records 

r-enew the 

7 registrations provided for in this chapter; 

8 tdt~ fo cause the prosecuti~n and enjoinder of all 

9 persons violating the provisions of this chapter and incur 

10 the necessary expenses thereof; 

ll tet--fe-e+~t-o+~eer~-o"d-odop~-a-~ee+--wh+eh--moy--he 

12 o+++xed-~o-e++-reg+~~ro~Ofts-+~ed-by-~he-depor~Meftt~ 

13 t+tLLl fe employ, within the funds available, and 

14 prescribe the duties of ~-seert'!i:ory--d such otfter :Jers;:,nnel 

15 as the department shn+f-fteem considgrs necessary.• 

Section 2lo Section 69-6615, R.C.H. 1947• 

to re~d as follo~s: 

is aW!ended lb 

17 

13 "69-6615. Tramways not co~mon eerr+e~ ~qrriers or 

1~ puolic utilities. Passengar tramways shall not be construed 

20 to b~ common e~t"r+<!~ ~r...i.e.!:..s or public •Jt i lit i es for the 

21 purposes of regulation within the meaning of the ldws of th~ 

22 state of Ho~tana.• 

-End-
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FOR THE GENERAL REVISION AND CLARIFICATION OF LAWS RELATING 
TO RECREATIONAL VEHICLES AND CONVEYANCES. 

(This summary does not include discussion of routine form or 
grammatical changes.) 

Section 1. 53-1014. In (2) changed "and" to "or" to 
correct apparent error. 

Section 2. 53-1017. Changed "shall be" and "shall be 
deemed to be" to "is". Delet.~d the preposition "for" after 
"provided". 

Section 3. 53-1019. Deleted subsection (4) requiring 
a lighted headlight and tail light between the hours dusk 
and dawn because it conflicts w~th 53-1018 (3) which requires 
a lighted headlight and tail light at all times during opera
tion. 

Section 4. 53-1026. Deleted "at all times" at end of 
first sentence of (2) because redundant. 

Section 5. 69-3502. Changed subsection (7) definition 
of "board" (meaning'fis:fi and game commission) to "commission". 

Changed subsection (8) and (10) references to "board of 
equalization" to "county treasurer", since under 69-3504 (a) 
and 69-3504.1(1) the county treasurer now performs these 
functions. The references were overlooked by a 1973 bill 
which replaced "board of equalization" with "department of 
revenue" and a 1974 bill which replaced "department of revenue" 
with "county treasurer". In subsection ( 8) , because the 
registrar of motor vehicles issues the certificate of number 
to manufacturers and dealers under 69-3504(d) (4), a reference 
to "registrar of motor vehicles" was added along with the 
county treasurer. 
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Section 6. 69-3503. In first sentence added the article , l 
"a" and changed "shall be" to "is". Changed numbering and 'w 
arrangement of subsection. Added "and" before "unless" to avoid 
a possible double negative construction. 

Section 7. 69-3504. Changed "shall" to "may" when 
used with a negative to correct grammar and to indicate a 
stronger prohibition. Deleted subsection (e) because it con
flicts with 69-3506 ( 1) . Deleted "vessel" since "vessels" 
don't need a "certificate of number". Deleted "certificate 
of registration" since it is the same thing as the "certi
ficate of number". 

Section 8. 69-3505. Changed "board" to "commission" in 
accordance with definition change of section 5 of this bill. 

Rearranged subsections as follows: last part of subsection 
(1) (a) is renumbered subsection (4). Subsection (1) (b) is 
renumbered subsection (3). Subsection (3) is renumbered sub
section (6). Subsection (4) is renumbered subsection (7). 

In subsection (1) (d) [renumbered (1) (c)] "the minimum 
number of" was deleted. By saying "the minimum number" of 
fire extinguishers shall be carried it would technically be 
illegal to carry more - a ridiculous result. The section 
goes on to specify how many shall be carried, hence it is . } 
needless to say "the minimum number". .., 

The first paragraph of subsection (5), generally forbidding 
discharge of inadequately treated sewage from a vessel, appears 
to be in conflict with 69-3508.1, which prohibits discharge 
of a£¥ waste or sewage. At any rate, as of April 30, 1976, 
the ~rst paragraph was superseded by the second paragraph, 
hence the first paragraph is deleted. 

The second paragraph of subsection (5) refers to 69-4802 
for a definition of sewage. That definition by its terms 
would seem applicable to buildings only, and not to vessels. 
To avoid any dispute as to what constitutes sewage the definition 
itself is inserted in this paragraph, and the reference to 
69-4802 is deleted. 

Section 9. 69-305 7. Deleted "designated" in ( 1) and 
"designed" in (2) as confusing and unnecessary language. 

Section 10. 69-3508. Changed "shall" to "may". Changed 
"board" to "commission" in accordance with the definition 
change of section 5 of this bill. 

Section 11. 69-3508.1. Added sanction against disposing 
of waste "near the water of any stream", i.e., on the banks 
of any streaffi7 This sanction is in the first paragraph of ~ 
69-3505(5), which is deleted pursuant to explanation of section 
8, hence should be included in this section. 

-2-
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Section 12. 69-3512. Changed "it shall be the duty of" 
to "shall" and changed "board" to "comroission" in accordance 
with the definition change of section 5 of this bill. 

Section 13. 69-3513. Changed "board" to "commission" 
pursuant to definit1on change of section 5. 

Section 14. 69-3514. Changed "shall" to "may". 

Section 15. 69-3516. Changed "board" to "commission" 
pursuant to definit1on change of section 5. 

Section 16. 69-3516. 1. Changed "board" to "commission" 
pursuant to definition change of section 5. 

Section 17. 69-3517. Deleted "fish and game" before 
"commission" since "commission" is defined as the fish and 
game commission and is uniformly referred to as "the commission". 

Section 18,. 69-3518. Section 69-3508.1 prohibits discharge 
of waste from a vessel. 69-3508.2 formerly provided a penalty. 
In 1975 the legislature, in Section 2, Chapter 308, Laws 1975, 
repealed the penalty provision under the impression that the 
general penalty provision in 69-3518 would thus become applicable. 
But by its terms, 69-3518 applies only to the act of which it 
was a part, i.e., Chapter 285, Laws 1959. 69-3508.1 was not 
a part of that act, hence the penalty of 69-3518 does not apply 
to 69-3508.1, and consequently that section currently carries 
no penalty. 

Changed "this act" in 69-3518 to "this chapter", meaning 
Chapter 35 of Title 69 of the Revised Codes of Montana. Refer
ences to "this chapter" in the R.C.M. uniformly mean the 
code chapter rather than the session law chapter. By so doing, 
it should be noted that 69-3504.1, 69-3508.1, and 69-3516.1 
would all be brought under the general penalty provision, 
whereas before they were not. 

Section 19. 69-6601. Changed "served" to "utilized" to 
correct apparent grammatical misnomer. 

Section 20. 69-6610. Changed "article" to "chapter" since 
there is no such thing as an article in the code and "chapter" 
appears to be what was intended. 

Rearranged subsections to make them more coherent and 
meaningful. 

Subsection (e) is deleted as it pertains to the board 
of aerial tramway safety which was abolished. This subsection 
was overlooked at the time the function was switched to the 
department of administration. 

Section 21. 69-6615. Changed "carrier" to "carriers" 
to make grammatically correct. 
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SEMITE BILL 10, 16 

IHTRODUCED B! GBlHlft 

A BILL POR lll lCT EIITITL!!D: .,. ACT POl THE Gl!li!BIIl 

REVISION AID CL!RIFIClTIOH OP LAWS RELATIIG TO RECRElTIOJlL 

VEHICLES AND COJYEYIICES; l!IUDI!IG SECTIO!IS 53-1014, 

53-1017, 53-1019, 53-1026, 69-3502 THROUGH 69-3505, 69-3507, 

69-3508, 69-3508. 1. 69-3512 THROUGH 69-35111, 69-3516, 

69-3516,1, 69-3517, 69-3518, 69-6601, 69-6610, liD 69-6615, 

II.C.!I. 1947,• 

BE IT EJlCTED BY THE LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF IOITllll: 

Section 1. section 53-1014, B.C. II. 1947 • is aaended to 

read as follows: 

"53-101•. Transfer of title or interest. (1) Upon a 

transfer of any title 1£ or interest in 

ia 9£ •a a snoweobile, registered !L-I.~auired under the 

provisions of this act dB ~e£eie,efa£e £e~ei£ei, the person 

aF ~e£88&8 whose title or interest is to be transferred 

shall write~ his Si"J88.Hil'1118 si~~ 11itb pen and i~~ 

upon the certificate of 011nership issued for ~~e 

the sno11eobile, in the appropriate space provided UfCn the 

reverse side of ~~ the certificate, and such signature 

shall be acknowledged before a notary puhlic. 

(2) iithin ~~10t days thereafter, the transferee 
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shall forward both the certificate of ownership so endorsed 

and the certificate of registration, together vith the 

information required under this act, to the registrar, 11bo 

sha11 file tile saae !h£~ upon receipt thereof£ ~ !2 

certificate of ownership .a4 Q£ certificate of registration 

~ JAY be issued by the registrar of •otor vehicles until 

the outstanding certificates are surrendered to that office 

or their loss established to his reasonable satisfaction. 

The registrar of aotor vehicles shall collect a fee cf ~ 

lellaFs i$2t for each application for transfer of o•nersbip, 

(3) The provisions of __ ..._A,;-.;;..,..,;..,.. ... 
syb§ectiop (2) of 

this section, requiring a transferee to forward the 

certificate of cvnership after endorse•ent and the 

certificate of registration to the registrar, shall not 

apply in the event of the transfer of a snov•obile to a duly 

licensed snowaobile dealer intending to resell 88•~ •ehie~ 

*" the SDOV!Obile 11ho operates it only for 

deaonstration purposes, but every such dealer ~ ... upon 

transferring such interest, shall deliver ~ the 

certificate of ownership and certificate of registration 

vith an application for registration ezecuted by the new 

owner in accordance vith the provisions of this acty~ a&i 

~ The registrar.._ upon receipt of ea44 tbe certificate of 

o11nersbip, certificate cf registration.._ and application for 

registration, together 11ith the conditional sales contract 

-2- SB 16 
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or other lien. if any. shall issae a new certificate of 

ownership and certificate of registration together ~ith a 

stateaeat of any conditional sales contract, aortgage. or 

other lien.• 

Sectioa 2. Section 53-1017. B.c.n. 19q7• is aaended to 

read as follows: 

*53-101?. Report of stolen and reco?ered snovaGbiles. 

It sjoall he !§ the duty of the sheriff of every ccunty cf 

the state and of the chief of police or coaaissioner of 

police of every city to aake iaaediate report to the 

registrar of actor vehicles of all snoeaobiles reported to 

hia as stolen or recovered. upon foras pro?ided ~ by the 

registrar of aotor vehicles. Failure on the part of any 

officer s~all ae 8e9aei \9 he is aisfeasance in office and 

saall aaast6\a\e mHitutes grounds for reaov&.l. Upon 

receipt of sach inforaation. the registrar of aotor vehicles 

shall file the saae in an index to be kncvn as the "stolen 

and recovered snowaobile indexy"~ It ~ !§ also ~ the 

duty of the registrar at actor vehicles tc file reports of 

stolen and recovered snovaobiles reported to hia froa other 

states. 4joe Once a aontb the registrar of aotor vehicles 

shall prepare eBee a •••-~ a list of all snowvobiles stolen 

or recovered during the previous aonth and forvard a copy of 

the save to every sberiffT and all police departaents in 

cities of the first, second~ and third class. Such list 
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shall also be forwarded to the secretary of statey or ether 

proper official7 in each state of the United States. Before 

a certificate of title, as heretofore provided, shall be 

issued onder this act. the aotor and serial nuvber on the 

votor vehicle to be registered shall be checked against the 

•staleD and recovered snovaobile index.• 

Section 3. Section 53-1019, B.C.!. 19~7. is aRended to 

read as follows: 

•53-1019. Unlawful operation on streets and highways. 

It shall be unlawful for any person to drive or operate any 

snovaobile upon a public street or highway in any one or 

aore of the folloainq aanners: 

(1) ~ ~ a rate of speed greater thaD provided by law 

for aotor vebicle&T~ 

(2~ ~ !.hi.!! under the influence of intoxicating 

liquor or narcotics or batit-forRing drugsT~ 

(3) ~ in a careless or reckless aanner so as to 

endanger the person or property of another7 or to cause 

injury or daaage to eitberT~ £! 

1~1 Witloeat; a li'fhtel1 heall aaol. tailli'fll\ liet.weea -t!Hi 

~1.!!1. l'li'EE&t<ia'!l operatio!L.__2! a suovaobile7 or 

peraitting such operationT by any person vho by reason of 

age or physical or vental disability is incapable of 

operating the snovaohile as required for safety under the 
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preYailing circowstances.• 

Section 4. Section 53-1026, R.C.B. 19-7, is aaended to 

read as follows: 

"53-1026. Application to be sade annually -- grace 

period -- proof of purchase. (1) Application sust be aade to 

the county treasurer for the issuance of taz-paid decals 

annually. lll ta~-paid decals ezpire on June 30 of each 

year. 

(2} ln ovuer of a nevly purchased snowwobile shall 

baYe a grace period of ~1ot days froa the date of 

purchase to aake application for a current tax-paid decal~~ 

proyided, aaweeee, that at all tiaes during tbat period a 

bill of sale or other proof of purchase reciting the date of 

purchase shall be carried by the operator or with the 

snovaobile •* all ~wes. ln owner or operator of such a 

snovaobile being operated after the ~10+=day grace 

period without a current taz-paid decal displayed on the 

snovaobile shall be subject to the penalties of sesti1111 

53-1027, as aaended." 

Section 5. Section 69-3502, B.C.!. 1947, is aaended t~ 

read as follows: 

"69-3502. Definitions. As used in this act, unless the 

contezt clearly requires a different aeaning ~llovi~g 

definitions apply: 

{1) •vessel•+ means every description of watercraft, 
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unless otherwise defined by the fiaa aai ~·•• coaaission e4 

••e ••••• sf Rsa•aaa, other than a seaplane on the water, 

used or capable of being used as a aeans of transportation 

on water. 

(2) •Rotorboat• seans any Yessel propelled by ~~y 

aachinery, ~ actor~ or engine of any description, vhetber 

or not soch sacbinery, aotorL or engine is the frincipal 

source of propulsion·r... iael11ilia~ !he terw includes boats 

tesporarily equipped with detachable aotcrs or engines7 but 

~ d9es not include a Yessel which has a Yalid aarine 

docuaent issued by the u.s. coast guard of the United 

States goyernaent or any federal agency successor thereto. 

(3) •ovner• •eans a person, other than a lien holder, 

having the property in or title to a •otorboat or Yessel. 

Tbe ter• includes a person entitled to the use or possession 

of a eotorboat or vessel subject to an interest in another 

person, reserved or created by AI agreeaent a.4 securing 

payaent or perfor•ance of an obligation, but the ters 

ezcludes a lessee under a lease not intended as security. 

(II) "Vaters of this state• eeaus any waters within the 

territorial liaits of this state. 

(5) •Person• •~ans an individual, partnership, fir•, 

corporation, associationL or other entity. 

(6) •operate• •eans to navigate or cthervise use a 

•otarboat or a vessel. 

-6- 58 16 
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(7) The 11a£& •lilea£a" ella,U neaa ncopaission~ neans 

the fish and gaae coanission of the state of !ontana ~± 

sea\laaa af lilis as,. 

(8) •certificate of naaberw neans the certificate 

issue a annually by the lio.aaea ef a liflla~i.eawaa ~ru!Jl!l 

treasurer to the owner of a aotorboatT QI_by tbe {egistxar 

of 10tor vehicles to dealeis or nt~nftcturers. awneliRii! 

assigning such aotorboat an identifying nuaber and ~ 

eaalaia coataining such inforattion as reqaireil. 

(9) "Identifying anaber• aeans the boat nuaber set 

forth in the certificate of uaaber and properly displayed on 

the 1otorboat. 

(10) "License ilecals• ~ ~ the serially nuebered 

license stickers issued annaally by the 

county t{easurer and displayed as required by 

law, 

(11) "Passenger• neans every person carried on board a 

vessel other than: 

(a) the ovner or his representative; 

(b) the operator; 

(c) bona fide nenbers of the ere• engaged in tbe 

business of the vessel 11ho have contributed no consideration 

for their carriage and vbo are paid for their services; or 

(d) any guest on board a vessel which is being used 

e%clusively for pleasure purposes who has not contributed 
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any consideration, directly or indirectly, for his car~iage. 

(12) "Operatcr" neans the person who nawigates, d~ives, 

or is otherwise in ianediate contrcl of a votorbcat or 

vessel. 

(13) "Docueented vessel" aeans a vessel which bas- and 

is required to have a valid earine docuaent as a vessel of 

the United States. 

(14) •unifora state waterway aarkinq syste•" •eans one 

of t11o categories: 

(a) a syste• of aiils to navigation to &npple•ent the 

federal systen of narking in state 11aters; 

(b~ a systen of regulatory narlters to 11arn a vessel 

operator of dangers or to provide general inforaation and 

directions." 

Section 6. Section 69-3503, B.C.!, 1947, is avended to 

read as follo•s: 

•69-3503. Operation of unnuabered notcrtoats 

prohibited display of decals. (1} Ewery eoto~:boat en the 

11aters of this state propelled by ~ actor or engine of anr 

description shall be properly nuebered and display valid 

license decals. !o person ~ ~ operate o~ give 

pernission for the operation of any notorboat on such waters 

unless the notorboat is nunbered and displays valid license 

decals in accordance vitb this act, in accordance with 

applicable federal law, or in accordance with a fed~rally 
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approved nuabering systea of another state. and unless~ 

i+tl!l the certificate of nuaber awarded to ~ 1~~ 

aotorboat is in full force and effecty~ and 

~ill the identifying nuaher set forth in the 

certificate of nuaber and the valid license decals are 

displayed on such Botortoat. 

(21 Any person who operates a Botorboat on the waters 

of this state without displaying the appropriate nu•bers and 

license decals as required by this section slull lie is 

punishable by a fine not to exceed tea iella~s fflOt. 

However, the arresting officer aay issue a courtesy citation 

in lieu of the penalty provided for in this subsection." 

Section 7. Section 69-3504. a.c.!. 1947, is aaended to 

read as follows: 

"69-3504. Identification nu•ber. 4BTJ1l The cvner of 

each aotorboat requiring nuabering by this state shall file 

an application for nuaber in the office of the county 

treasurer vllerein the •otorboat is owned or 

taiabley on forBs prepared and furnished by the registrar of 

•otor vehicles. The application shall be signed by the owner 

of the aotcrboat and shall be accoBpanied by a fee of ~ 

i$11 iella£. Any alteration, change~ or false stateBent 

contained in the application feE aes~iliaa•e ef £&!iS~£atiea 

will render the certificate of n~Bber aell aai void. Upon 

receipt of the application in approwed fora£ th€ county 

-9- S'l 1€ 

2 

3 

~ 

5 

6 

7 

B 

9 

1{1 

11 

12 

13 

14 

15 

16 

17 

18 

19 

20 

21 

22 

23 

2!1 

25 

SB 0016/02 

treasurer shall issue to the applicant a certificate of 

nuaber prepared and furnished by the registrar of Botor 

vehicles. stating the nuBber awarded to the Botorboat and 

the naae and address of the owner. The nuaber awarded •ust 

be painted on or attached to each outboard side of the 

forward half of the motorboatT or~ if there are no such 

sides, at a corresponding location on both outboard sides of 

the foredeck of the •otcrboat for which it is issued. The 

nuBber awarded shall read froB left to right. be in Arabic 

nuaerals, in block characters of good proportion. a ainiaua 

of ta£ee (3r inches in heightT excluding border or tria • .-4 

of a color which shall contrast with the color of the 

background, and ~~ so aaintained as to be clearly visible 

and legible. Tbe nuaber shall not be placed on the obscured 

underside of the flared bov where the angle is such that the 

nuabers cannot he easily seen froa another vessel or ashore. 

Ro nuaerals, letters£ or devices~ other than those ased in 

connection with the identifying nuaber issued~ ~ ~ be 

placed in the proKiBity of the identifying nuaber, and no 

nu•erals, lettersL or devices which Bight interfere with the 

ready identification of tbe •otorboat by its identifying 

nuaber ~ ~ be carried as to interfere with the 

aotorboat•s identification. the certificate of na•ber shall 

be pocket size and shall be aYailable to federal, stateL or 

local law enforceaent officers at all reasonable tiaes for 
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inspection on the eotorboat for which issued7 whenever the 

aotorboat is on waters of this stat~~ ~ 

liveries are not required to have the certificate of nuaber 

on board eac~ eotorboat, eeeept taat ~ a rental aqreeaent 

aust be carried on board livery aotorboats in place of the 

certificate of naaaer. 

~Jll &afore filiaq aucb application with the county 

treasurer, the applicant shall sabait the saee to the county 

assessor~ el eai4 ee.aty ••• ael• eaaety •••••••£ 1hg shall 

enter oa .... ~ application~ in a space to be provided for 

that parpose, the full and true aad assessed valuation of 

_... !hi ••aie~a ftQfQIBQ•t for the year for which ~ !A! 

application for registration is aade. 

~ill The applicaat .._.., upon the filing of the 

application, shall pay to the county treasurerT tbe 

registration fee and shall also pay the personal property 

taxes assessed against the aotorboat or vessel for the 

current year of registration before the application for 

registration or reregistration aay be accepted bJ the county 

treasurer. 

~~lll The nuabering reguireaents of this act shall 

apply to aotorboats operated by dealers, aanufacturers£ or 

their eaployees as follows: 

~j!l A dealer or aanufactorer ear apply directly to 

tbe registrar of aotor vehicles for one ~ identifying 
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nuaber and one ~4+ or aore certificates of nuaber. A 

dealer's or aanufacturer•s identifJing nuaber ~hall be 

displayed on a dealer• s or aanufactnrer•s boat while t.he 

boat is operating for a purpose related to the buying, 

selling, or exchanging of the boat by the dealer. 

~Hll The application for a dealer's or 

aanufacturer•s identifying nuaber shall include the naae of 

the dealer or aanufacturer and .._ A!§ business address e4 

\he Ieala~ eF aaaalae,eee£. !acb dealer or aanufacturer 

shall have one ~ identifying nuaber assigned to his 

business. 

~J£1 An application for dealer's or aannfacturer•s 

identifying nuaber and certificate of nuaber shall be 

accoapanied bJ the following fees: 

~jil for the identifying nuaber, first certificate 

of nuaber, and set of license decals, Li•• ja1laPe (S5r; 

i&tlii) for each additional certificate of nuaber and 

set of license decals applied for in any application, ,_. 

hilus (S2h 

~1!l The registrar of aotor vehicles shall issue 

certificates of nuaber for identifying ...... nnabers 

awarded to a dealer or aanufactarer in the saae aanner as 

provided in eee\iea 69-35011 -t+J-J.ll., as aaeaded, ezcept that 

no boat shall be described in the certificate and each 

certificate shall state that the identifying nu•ber has been 
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awarded to a dealer or manufacturer. A dealer's or 

aanufacturer•s certificate of nuaber e~pires on April 30 of 

the year for vhicb it is issued. 

~~ A dealer's or aanufacturer•s identifying nuaber 

sball be displaJed in the same aanner as provided in aee\iea 

69-3504 ~ jlLL_!s aaended sf lillie aell, eicept that the 

uuaber aay be teaporarily attacbedy~ aai •hall the 1!! last 

three ~ lP.tters shall be "DLR• for dealer and •RFB• for 

aanufac turer~ ... ~ ~ letters shall be included, 

respectively. in dealer or aanufacturer identification 

nuabers only. 

i6rJ!l Ro person other than a dealer or aanufacturer 

or an eaployee of a dealer or aanufactnrer ~ ~ display 

or use a dealer's or •anufacturer•s identifying nuaber. l 

dealer's or aanufacturer•s identifying nuaber aay be 

displayed only on aotorboats ovned by the dealer or 

aanufacturer. 

~Jgl Jo dealer or aanufacturer or employee of a 

dealer or aanufacturer ~ ~I use a dealer's or 

manufacturer's identifying number fer any purpose ether th~~ 

the purpose described in subsection ~ l!l1!l of this 

section. 

(e) ••• evae5 e£ aay aeta5~aat alreaiy se•erei sy a 

s~ass£ iB £till fe£~R4 etfest, vhisk kas seea a~apded te 

it passaaat te theft epesat••• feiePal ia~ a£ a feeepally 
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appFe•ei aaasePiR~ systea ef aasllaep state, saall Feee£6 the 

this state ia ••eess ~ Ellf (iQ) eay EesipEaeity 

pesiae p•e•ieee feE ia seetiea i9 l~Oi (11 ef this aet. sash 

Eesepiatiaa shall se ia the •••••• aai paEsaaat ta the 

¥£&aeiawe ES!&iEed feE tee avaEd af a&ahe£ aaieE sassestiea 

~121 Should the o~nership of a aotorboat change, 

vitbin a reasonable tiae a nev application fora vith fee 

shall be filed vith the county treasurer and a nev 

certificate of nuaber shall be awarded in the saae aanner as 

provided for in au original aMard of nuaber. 

~J§l If an agency of the United States governaent 

has in force an e••• llll over§ll systea of identification 

nuabering for aotorboats in the Oaited States, the auabering 

systea eaplored pursuant to this act bf the r4qistrar of 

actor yehicles shall be in conforaity therewith. 

1**11l Every certificate of nuaber and the license 

decals awarded under this act shall continue in effect for a 

period not to exceed &fte-11t year, unless sooner terainated 

or discontinued in accordance •ith the provisions of this 

act. Certificates of nneber and license decals shall show 

the date of expiration thereon and aay be renewed by tbe 

owner io the sa•e aanner provided for in the initial 

securing of the certificate. 
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~j]l certificates of nnaber .._ shall expire on 

April 30 of each calendar year and shall no longer be of any 

effect nnlesa renewed under this act. 

~l21 In ewent of transfer of ovnershif, the 

purchaser shall within a r,asoptble tiae farnisb the connty 

treasurer ao~ice of the acquisition of all or any part of 

his interest other than the creation of a security interest 

in a aotorboat nuabered in this state under this sectiony or 

of the loss, theft, destruction~ or abandonaent of the 

aotorboat, •i•hia ~•aseaa~le •••• -~eeeet. Such transfer, 

loss, theft, destruction~ or abandonaent shall terainate the 

certificate of nuaber for the aotorboat~ except that in the 

case of a recoyery froa thefty or transfer of a part 

interest which does not affect the owner's right to operate 

the aotorboat, the reco•ery or transfer does not terainate 

the certificate of nuaber. 

~J1Ql l bolder of a certificate of nuaber shall 

notify the county treasurer within reasonable tiae if his 

address no longer ccnforas tc the address appearing en the 

certificate and shall, as a part of the notification, 

furnish the county treasurer with his nev address. The 

registrar of actor •ehicles aay prowide ia its Ealee ~le 

for the surrender of the certificate bearing the foraer 

address and its replacement with a certificate bearing the 

nev address or the alteration of an outst~nding certificate 
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to show the new address of the bolder. 

~111l Jo nuaber other than the nuaher aad license 

decal awarded to a •otorboat or granted reciprocity under 

this acty shall be painted, attached~ or otherwise displayed 

on either side of the forward half of the aotorboat. 

~l!ll Fees collected under this section shall be 

transaitted to the state treasurer who shall deposit the 

fees in the aotorboat certificate identification account of 

an earaarked re•enue fund. ~hese fees shall be used only for 

the adainistration and eu forceaent of aeetie&& 69-3501 

through 69-3518, ts aaended. 

~jj]l An owner of a aotorbott aust notify the 

registrar of aotor wehicle&y within a reasona~~~ 

qi•ing the aotorboat•s identifying noaber and tbe owner's 

na•e,. ~ when tbat aotorhoat becoaes 

docuaented as a •esse! of the United States, is transferred, 

lost, destroyed, abandoned, Q! frauded, or within aiMty (60t 

days after change of state of principal use." 

Section 8. Section 69-3505, R.C.8. 1947, is aaended to 

read as follows: 

•69-3505. Equipaent. (1) Every aotorboat or Yessel 

shall ba•e aboard: 

(a)~ Q!!~ United States coast guard approyed 

personal flotation device in good and seryiceable condition 

for each person on hoard, providedy that any person vbo has 
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not reached his twelfth 12tg birthday shall have a United 

States coast guard approved life preserver properly fastened 

to his person when occupying a aotorboat or vessel under 

tweaty sia 12~ feet in length while such aotorbcat or 

vessel is in aotionTi rae fisa aai !••• eaaa~esiea saall 

yea£ 9& 

(~I Waea ia 8f9£&tiea 9£ at a&aaa£ a£ aee£ei away f£98 

a ieaai&! faeility aetveea saaee\ eai eaaEise all vessels 

saall ii&flay li!~ts as f£eae£ia•• ay •~• ~••••· 

~~ ~ if carrying or using any inflaaaable or 

toiic fluid in any enclosure for any purpose, and if 1g~ 

aotorboat or vessel is not an entirely open aete£aea\ s£ 

..ase1 ~· an efficient natural or aechani<:al ve11tilation 

systea prescribed by the ..... coaaissioa which shall be 

used and be capable of reaoving resulting gases prior to7 

and during the time the aotorboat or vessel is occupied by a 

perSOIIT.i, 

-i4+.1£l 

~ United States coast guard approved hand portable fire 

extinguishers, the nuaber of vhich is to be deterained by 

the Rea~aaa fiea aa~ ~aae coaaission£ or a United States 

coast quard approved fiied fire extinguishing systea, 

except 7 that aotorboats less thaD \weaty sia -~26t feet in 

-17- SB 16 

' 

2 

3 

4 

5 

6 

1 

8 

9 

10 

11 

12 

13 

1Q 

15 

16 

11 

18 

19 

20 

21 

22 

23 

2~ 

25 

SB 0016/02 

length of entirely open construction, propelled by outboard 

aotors, and not carrying passengers for hire need not carr} 

such portable fire eitinquishers or fire eitinguisbing 

systeas. 

(21 Every aotorboat or vessel shall have the 

carburetor or carburetors of everJ engine therein (except 

outboard aotorsl using gasoline as fuelT equipped with an 

efficient flaae arrester, backfire trap, or other siailar 

device. 

(31 ¥~a heap& aay a&ept Eales aeii~yia9 \aa e~aipaea\ 

p£&¥isieas sl •~e feiepal aa•i!a\iea aai safe\y lava &£ vita 

tae aawi~atisa aai sate•y &ales pEaavl!atei ~~ the Uaite& 

States aeast ~aa£io Vben in operation or at aachor or aoQEed 

avay froa a docking facility between sunset aad sunri~ll 

vessels shall displar lights as prescribeg ~ the 

coaaission. 

(41 

tae efe£atisa sf a •easel whish is aet B!~ipfe& as £B!&i£ea 

~ this sea\isa e£ aeiifieatiea the£eefo The coaaission aay 

designate waters where and the tiae of year on these waters 

when all persons aboard a aotorboat or vessel aust wear 

~" ed 1 if!!_?g§tl.YtilL2L2.!L.tlH!h 

(5) l ¥easel, ieslsaie~ hssee~sats a&a fleatia~ 

-18- 58 Hi 



2 

3 

" 
5 

6 

7 

8 

9 

10 

,, 
12 

13 

111 

15 

16 

n 

18 

19 

20 

21 

22 

23 

24 

2S 

SB 0016/02 

aa-ias, aap aet ~e e~aippea ia a eaaae£ v~ish will peeeit 

olisa~ae~e ef iaaA&!Ya\ely teea\eol se•a!& iate vat&££ ef this 

sta\e, We seataiaee sf iaaole~eatelp teeatsol sewa!e aap se 

lly &B'I'&&e at a&¥ \iee. All \eilaks leeateol ea a&'!' vess&-1 

________ ........ ,a •• _______ ...___.,______""""-"'._ .a.l.~- .. -•- -L-1 'J li.. .... •- ........... _ .. ._ __ '1 ___ .-/f-&..; -i'Oo..:ll 

te \~e iataeiee oliae~a&!B apaai&! ef \Ilea .a epeea\ia! 

t£aataeat iaaiee ae ee\aiaiR! teak aeatiB! the staaiaEols 

eatalllishea lip the llaaei at health aai eaaiEeaaeatal 

ssieasea. Yessels, including houseboats and floating cabins, 

equipped vitb a galley or toilet shall ha•~ late£ thaa 

a wastewater holding SJstee sealed to 

pre•ent the discharge of seva,e as iefiaei ia sestiaa 

69 Qgg~, RoGolo 19ij1 water carried vaste products, whether 

treated or untreated, into the surrounding waters. 

!6) The coaaission ear adopt rules aodifyiuq th~ 

equipaent requireaents contained in this section tg_!a~ 

extent pecessary to k~ these pegoireaents in conforai~ 

with the proYisions of the federal uavigttion and safel~ 

laws or with the navigA!ion and safety rules proaul~~£__£1 

the United States coast ~ 

f7l 1 person aay not operate or gire pereissiou JQ! 

tbe operatiop of a vessel which is not equipped ~§__!~~Q 

by this sectio~" 

Section 9. 69-3507, R.c.B. 1947, is aaended to read as 
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follows: 

"69-3507. Boat lireries. ~Jll The owner of a boat 

livery shall cause to be kept a record of the naae and 

address of the person or persons hiring any ressel which is 

peraitted by bie to be operated~L tbe 

ideatification nuaber tla&£881' ••• ~~-H!§!.l~ tbe 

departure date and tiae, and the expected tiae of return. 

The record shall be preserred for at least ~6~ aonths. 

~lll leitber the owner of a boat li•eryT nor his 

agent or eaployee shall perait any aotorboat or anJ •essel 

A..-.-1----...J. ...,._ peraitted ty hia to be operated as a eotorboat 

or vessel to depart froe his pre•ises unless it shall have 

been provided, either by owner or renter, with the equipeent 

required pursuant to see4iell 69-3505 and any rules a-&4 

se•alatiaae eade pursuant thereto." 

Section 10. Section 69-3508, R,C,!. 1947, is aaended 

to read as follows: 

"69-3508. Prohibited operation and •ooriog 

enforceaent. ~~ill Ho person ~ !A% operate or knowingly 

perait any person to operatB7 any eotorboat or YesselT or 

eanipulate any wa\e& skis wate~, surfboard, or si•ilar 

deYicey or other contrivanCB7 in a r$ckless or negligent 

•anner so as to endanger the life, li•b, or property of any 

person. 

ih*Jll Bo person ~ ~ operatey or knowingly 
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permit any person to operat~ any aotorboat or vessel7 or 

2 aanipulate any Ya*e£ skis water skis, surfboard, or siailar 

devic~ or other contrivanc~ while intoxicated or under the 

4 influence of any narcotic drug, barbiturateL or aarijuana. 

5 -t&I-Ql It shall. lle i§ Gnlawful for the owner of any 

6 •otorboat or vessel7 or any person having such in charge or 

1 in controlT to authorize or knowingly perait the same to te 

8 operated by any person Yho by reason of physical or mental 

9 disability is incapable of operating such watercraft under 

10 tbe prevailing circumstances. 

1 1 ~l!L No person ~ !AI operat~ or knowingly 

12 permit any person to operatey any motorboat or vessel at a 

13 rate of speed greater than will perait such person, in the 

14 exercise of reasonable care, to bring the vessel to a stop 

15 within the assured clear distance ahead~~ pEa•iiei, hewe•eEr 

16 .... UoweYer, nothing in this act is intended to prevent the 

11 operator of a vessel actually coapeting in a regatta which 

18 is sanctioned by an appropriate goTern•ental unit fro• 

19 atteapting to attain high speeds on a aarked racing course. 

20 ~~12l No pecson ~ ~ aake ~ reckless approach 

21 to, departure fro•~ or passage by a dock, ra•p, diving 

22 board£ or float. 

23 ~1~ Skiers being pulled by •otorboats aust have on 

24 their person a life preserver, buoyant vest£ or ~~ eyey 

2S Sin BELT. 
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~111 lo person ~ ~~ aoor a vessel to any of the 

buoys or beacons placed in any waters of this state by the 

authority of the United states, an agency of the United 

StatesL or tae ~eae~ aae ~•is&~ in any aanner hang on 

with a vessel to such buoy or beacon, except in the act of 

aaintenance work on such buoy or beacon, nor ~ ~ any 

person deface, reaove£ or destroy any such buoy, beaconL or 

other authorized navigational aarker aaintained in the 

waters of this state. 

~~l If an officer whose duty it is to enforce the 

sections of this law observes a vessel being used without 

sufficient lifesaving or firefighting devices or in an 

oYerloaded or other unsafe condition and iu his judgaent7 

such use creates an especially hazardous condition, be ••Y 
direct the operator to take whatever inediate and 

reasonable steps would be necessary for tbe safety of those 

aboard the yessel, including directing the operator to 

return to aooring or launching site and to reaain there 

until the situation creating the hazard is corrected or 

ended." 

Section 11. Section 69-3508.1, R.C.~. 19117, is aaended 

to read as follows: 

"69-3508.1. Discharge of waste fro• vessel prohibited. 

No person shall discharge or cause, per•itL or suffer to tE 

discharged any garbage, refase, vasteL or sewage froa auy 

-22- SB 16 



2 

3 

4 

5 

6 

1 

8 

9 

10 

11 

12 

13 

111 

15 

16 

11 

18 

19 

20 

21 

22 

23 

211 

25 

,i 

SB OC16;C2 

vessel into£ ~ upon~--2'--D~ the waters at any streaa, 

river£ or lake within the boundaries of the state of 

!lantana.• 

Section 12. Section 69-3512, R.C.II. 1947, is aaended 

to read as follows: 

•69-3512. Collisions, accidents.£ and cas11alties. 

~ill ~• s~all ~. •~e •••J e# •~• lhe operator of a vessel 

involved in a collision, accident.£ or other casualty, so far 

as he can do so without serious danger to his ovn vessel, 

crew~ and passengers {if any), 44 §kJ!! render to other 

persons affected bJ the collision, accideat~ cr other 

casualtJT such assistance as aay be practicable and as aay 

be necessary in order to save thea froa or ainiai•e any 

danger caused by the collision, accident~ o~ other casualtyT 

and alee toe give his nave, address£ and identification of 

his vessel ia writing to any person injured and to the 

ovnerw or person in control of any property da•aged in the 

collision, accident£ or other casualty. 

~ill The lt-.H coaaiss!ou shall prepare and 

distribute to each sheriff's office and ~ ~ 9aae 

•awieas ~den of this stat&y a standardized accident report 

for•~~ ~ ~~ person involved in a collision, accident£ or 

other casualty inYolving a death, disappearance, personal 

injury£ or property daaage in ezcess of eae ~Ya4ret iellare 

i$100~ shall iaaediately report such collision, accident£ 
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or other casualty to the sheriff's cffice or ~ ga•e 

warden of the county in which the collision, accident£ or 

casualty occurred and fill out a standardized accident 

report for• • 

i4t.H..ll. sheriff advised 

of a collision, accident£ or other casualty reported nuder 

this act~ shall: 

i4tl!l conduct an appropriate investigation cf such 

collision, accident~ or other casualty~ and 

~J!l ~ prepare and snbait a report of the results 

of ..._ ~ investigation, together with the coapleted 

standardized accident report foras.& to the ~4 

coaais&ioe.• 

Section 13. Section 69-3513, R.C.II. 19117, is aaended 

to read as follows: 

"69-3513. Transaittal of inforaation. In accordance 

vith any request duly aade by an authorized official or 

agency of the Dnited states, any inforaation co•piled or 

otherwise available to the .._.. co•aission pursuant tv 

seiRiiea snbaect..!..9-ns 

aaended, shall be transaitted to ~ §!£! official or 

agency of the Dnited States." 

Section 14. Section 69-35111, R.C.ll. 1'1111, is aaended 

to read as follows: 

•69-3514. wa•eli' allis later skis and surfboards. ia+Jll 
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Bo person ~ ~ operate a aotorboat or vessel on any 

waters of this state for the purpose of towing a person or 

persons on wa~aE skis water skis• a surfboard, or siailar 

device or other contrivance unless &ai4 ~ operator is at 

least ~wel~s (12t years of agey and f~£t~e£ ~Ee¥iai&~ tkat 

tbere is a second person, at least twel•e f12t years of age, 

in the vessel to act as observer to observe the person being 

towed7 L 

Jll ae£ shall aa, !2 person ~ engage in wa•e• skiia~ 

waterskiing, surfboarding, or siailar activity7 or towing 

soae otber contrivances at any tiae between the boors fro• 

~ 1 hour after sunset to e&e 1 boor before snnris~& 

f£&¥i~ea, heve¥&£ 1 e:a:cept that ~he p•e•ieieas at this 

subsection &e does not apply to a perforaer engaged in a 

professional ezhibition or a person eE peEseas engaged in a 

regatta or race authorized onder this act. 

~j1l 111 Ei~h• ef way rigbt-of-aar roles applying to 

the towing vessel shall apply.H 

Section 15. Section 69-3516, B.C.!. 19117, is aaended 

to read as follows: 

"69-3516. Filing of EB§Ylatieas !Ole§. 1 copy of th~ 

Ee<JYlatieae rule§ adopted pursuant to this act7 and of any 

aaendments theret~ shall be filed in the office of the 

~ coaaission and in the office of the secretary of 

state. Rules aaa F&!vlatieaa shall be published by the ~ 

-25- SB 16 

" 

2 

3 

q 

5 

6 

7 

8 

9 

10 

,, 
12 

13 

H 

15 

16 

17 

18 

19 

20 

21 

22 

23 

24 

25 

SB 0016/02 

£2!aissio~ in a convenient fora and •ade easily aYailable to 

all vessel operators.• 

Section 16. Section 69-3516.1, B.C.!. 1947, is aaended 

to read as follows: 

"69-3516.1. Education proqraa. The ~4 ~§12~ 

shall coordinate a statewide boat safety edncaticn Froqraa." 

Section 17. Section 69-3517, B.C.!!. 19Q7, is aaended 

to read as follow$: 

"69-3517. Enforceaent of act. It shall be the duty of 

the fish aa& !••• coaaissiou to enforce the sections of this 

lav. The state fish and gaae director shall eap~oy all the 

necessary personnel to coaply with this section. All 

sheriffs and peace officers of the state of Bontana and all 

United States coast guard lav enforceaent officers shall 

have authority to enforce provisions of sea\iaas 69-3501 

through 69-3518&-!§_A~." 

Section 18. Section 69-3518, R.C.!. 19-7, is aaended 

to read as follows: 

"69-3518. Penalty. Violations of any section of this 

~ £hapter unless otherwise specified shall be a 

aisdeaeanor and be punishable by fine cf not less than 

tifteeB 8ellaEs (S15T or a ore than five hliB8£e6 

~$500~ or by imprisonaent up to a+.~~ aonthsT or by 

both such fine and imprisonment. All fine and bond 

forfeitures shall be transaitted to the state treasurer who 
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shall deposit such fines and forfeitQres in the actorboat 

account of au earaarked fuud~L ~ the aoners shall be used 

onlJ bJ the fiah an&-~ coaaission for euforceaent of 

aeeeiaae 69-3501 through 69-3518, a1 ••ended." 

Section 19. Section 69-6601, R.C.B. 1947. is aaended 

to read as fallows: 

"69-6601. Policr of state. In order to safeguard the 

life, health, property~ and welfare of the citizens of 

!ontana vhile using passenger traawars, as defined in 

aee•iea a [69-6602] af 'his .... it shall be the policJ of 

the state to protect its citizeas and visitors fro a 

unnecessary aechanical hazards in the design~ construction£ 

and operatiaa of passenger traavars, but not froa the 

hazards iaberent in the sports of acuntaineering, skiing£ 

and hiking? or froa the hazards of the area ~ otilized 

hJ the skier or other sportsaan~ and that periodic 

inspections be required of passenger traavars with a viev to 

assuring that each one of thea aeets the rules au 
&e!Jelatieas as set forth bJ the depart•ent. The state, 

through the departaent, shall register all patssenger 

traawars in the state. establish reasonable standards of 

design, construction~ and op~rational practices£ and cause 

to be aade such inspections as aay be necessary in carrying 

this pclicy into effect." 

Section 20. Section 69-6610, B.C.R. 19147, is aaended 
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to read as follows: 

"69-6610. Additional powers aad duties cf departaent. 

~~~ In addition to all ether powers and duties coaferred and 

iaposed upon the departaent by this a£i!iel.e chaP&!!i:• tbe 

departaent shall ~••• aai aae&eiee •~• fallavia! peve&s aa4 ....... : 
~Jll 9e adopt reasonable rules 

relating to public safety in the design. construction~ and 

operation of passenger traaway&r bnt which ~ ~ not 

relate or pertain to an area serYed bJ a passenger traawar. 

In adopting such rules aal ae,ala,ieae the departaent tsball& 

l!l use as a guideline the staadards contained in "The 

laerican Jational Standardts Institute--SafetJ Jeqnireaents 

for Aerial Passenger Traaway&r•~ liSI B 77.1--1970, as 

aaended froa tiae to tiae, or equivalent7 and as aaended or 

suppleaented froa tiae to tiae by the departaent7~ aa4 shall 

aei! ~· 4iaeaiaiaate&y ia 'hei£ applieatiaa te epe&ata&e ef 

pase&a!Je& taaavaye, aa4 shall 

Jtl. bold hearings and take in all eYidence relating t~ 

the adoption of these rulesL a111 tile 

4ep••••••t shall 

Jll supply to each operator a COFY of its rules .a4 

£etala,iaae and each aaendaent thereto or revision tbereofT~ 

J1l_ ai9id discria!nati~_i! applicatiop of t~~~l!~ 

to operators of passepqei_!IE••aJSi 
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~l!l ~ hold hearings and take evidence in all 

2 aatters relating to the exercise and perforaance of the 

powers and duties vested in tbe departaent, subpoena 

• witnesses, adainister oaths, and coapel tbe testiaony of 

5 witnesses and the production of books, papers.& ana records 

6 relevant to any inquiry; 

7 +et12l ~ approve, deny, revoke, and renew the 

8 registrations provided for in this chapter; 

'I t&tlil ~ cause the prosecution and enjoinder of all 

10 persons violating the provisions of this chapter and incur 

11 tbe necessary expenses thereof; 

12 (e• Te eleet effieews aai aiept a seal waiea aay ~e 

13 affiaea te all £Bfislwatieas issee~ •f 'he iepa£taeatt 

14 ~lll ~ eaploy, within the funds availatle, and 

15 prescribe the duties o~ a eeeFetaay aaa sucb ~ personnel 

16 as the departaent ~11 aeea considers necessary." 

17 section 21. Section 6'1-6615, 11. c. t!. 19117, is aaended 

18 to read as follows: 

19 "69-6615. Traavays not coaaon ....,...__..,.:i: __ carriers or 

20 public utilities. Passenger traavays shall not he construe~ 

21 to be coaaon ea££ie£ ~!!iexs or public utilities for the 

22 purposes of regulation within the aeaniijg cf the laws of tbe 

23 state of Bontana.• 

-End-
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S!HATE BILL 10. 16 

IITRODUCFD BY GBIHA! 

l BUL POR lR lCT EIITITLED: •11 ACT FOB THE SI!I!BAI 

REJISlOM liD CLARIPICATIOI OP LAiS R!Ll~IIG TO BECRElT~OilL 

VEHICLES AID COIY!IliiCES; llll!liD~!IG SBCT~OIS 53-1014, 

53-1017, 53-1019, 53-102o, 69-3502 THROUGH 69-3505, E9-3507, 

69--3508, 69-3508.1, 69--3512 THROUGH 69--3514, 69--3516, 

69-3516.1, 69--3517, 69--3518, 69-6601, 69--6610, liD 69-6615, 

R.C.!I. 1947. • 

BE IT EllCTED 1!1 TB! LEGISLATURE OP TB! STATE OP !OITIII: 

Section 1. Section 53-1014, B.C.!. 1947, is aaended to 

read as follows: 

"53-101•. Transfer of title or interest. (1) Upon a 

transfer of any title !E or interest in ei •• evae£ •• ewae£ 

ia e-. ee a snowaohile, registe:red as 'eqnil;ed under the 

provisions of this act as ~e&eia~eieEe &e!&iPei, the person 

vbose title or interest is to he transferred 

shall write~ lli sif!&atl!l&&e si~tvre vitb pen and ink 

upon the certificate of ownership issued for ~·•~iele 

the _snovaobile, io the appropriate space provided UFCD the 

reverse side of &a&~ tbe certificate, aud such signature 

shall be acknowledged before a notary public. 

~ (2) Within ~10r days thereafter, the transferee 

~";:c-<:c ar<> no changes in 58 ldz , and due to length will not 
Le ret Please refer to yellow copy for complete text. 
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shall forward both the certificate of ownership so endorsed 

and tbe certificate of registratioa, together with the 

inforaation required under this act. to the registrar. who 

shall file elle saae the• upon receipt thereof~ ..._.. !2 

certificate of ownership .a4 2£ certificate of registration 

~ ~ he issued by the registrar of aotor vebicles until 

the outstanding certificates are surrendered to that office 

or their loss established to his reasonable satisfaction. 

!he registrar of actor vehicles shall collect a fee of ._. 

4e*la&a fS2r for each application for transfer of ownership. 

(31 The provisions of sa84i•iaiel sqbses;tion (2) of 

this section. requiring a transferee to forward the 

certificate of ownership after endorseaent and the 

certificate of registration to the registrar. shall not 

apply in the event of the transfer of a suovaobile to a duly 

licensed snov1obile dealer intending to resell see~ •e~iele 

~ the snovaobile who operates -~· .... ll only for 

deaonstration purposes. bot every such dealer ~~ upon 

transferring sucb interest, shall deliver _. !ll 
certificate of ownership and certificate of registration 

vitb au application for registratioo erecoted by the new 

owner in accordance with the provisions of this acty£ aA4 

... The registrar£ upon receipt of ~ tbe certificate of 

ownership, certificate of registration£ and application for 

registration. together with the cooditional sales contract 
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or other lien. if anr. shall issae a new certificate of 

ownership and certificate of registration toqetheL with a 

stateaent of any conditional sales contract. aortgage. or 

other lien.• 

Section 2. Section 53-1017. R.C.B. 19117. is aaended to 

read as follows: 

•53-101?. Report of stolen and recovered snowaobiles. 

It aloell In! !! the duty of the sheriff of every ccunty of 

the state and of the chief of pollee or coaaissioner of 

police of everr citr to aake iaaediate report to the 

registrar of aotor vehicles of all snowaobiles reported to 

hia as stolea or recovered. upon foras provided ~ bf the 

registrar of actor vehicles. Failure on the part of any 

officer aloall loa Caeaae ta he i§ aisfeasance in office and 

aloall ••••_.tate cogstitptes grounds for reaoval. upon 

receipt of such inforaation. the registrar of actor vehicles 

shall file the saae in an inde~ to be kacvn as the •stolen 

and recovered snowaobile index~•& It ..... i§ also .. the 

dnty of the registrar of aotor vehicles to file reports of 

stolen and recovered snovaobiles reported to bia froa other 

states. ~ opce a aogth the registrar of actor vehicles 

shall prepare eeae a aeR~ a list of all snovaobiles stolen 

or recovered daring the previous aontb and forward a copy of 

the saae to every sheriff? and all police departaents in 

cities of the first, second~ and third class. Such list 
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shall also be forwarded to tile secretary of stat~ or ether 

proper official? in each state of the United states. Before 

a certificate of title, as heretofore proYided, shall be 

issued under this act. the aotor and serial naaber on the 

aotor vehicle to be registered shall be checked agaiast the 

•stolea and recovered snovacbile indes.• 

section 3. section 53-1019, B.C.8. 1947. is asended to 

read as fQllovs: 

•5l-1019. ODlavful operation on streets and highways. 

It shall be unlawfnl for any person to drive or operate any 

snovaohile upon a public street or higllway in any one or 

sore of tile following aaaners: 

(1) .. J1 a rate of speed greater thaa proYided bf lav 

for aotcr vehicles.~ 

(2) ~~under the influence of iato~icatinq 

liquor or narcotics o~ hatit-foraing drugST~ 

(3) ~ ia a careless or reckless aanner so as to 

endanger the person or property of another7 or to cause 

injury or daeaqe to either~~ 2r 

f'J 8itheat a 1i9htei heai asi tallll9ht hetveea the 

••••• •• • ••••••••••• 
~.Lft 9pew;•si-tl9 o1>e1:ation of II snovaobile-, or 

peraitting such operation? by any person who by reason of 

age or phy•ical or aental disability is incapable of 

operating the snowaohile as required for safety under the 
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IITRODUC!D BY GRAHl! 

l BYLL POll II ii.CT !!I TITLED: .,. ACT POB TB! GBIEBAL 

R!VISIOI lRD CLABIPIClTIOI OF LAiS R!LlTIIG TO BECRElTIOilL 

YBBICLBS liD COIYEiliCES: .liiiiDIIG SIC!' lOIS 53-10111, 

53-1017, 53-1019, 53-1026, 69-3502 TBBOOGB 69-3505, 69-3507, 

69-3508, 69-3508.1. 69-3512 TRBODGB 69-35111, 69-3516, 

69-3516.1, 69-3517, 69-3518, 69-6601, 69-6610, liD 6'-6615, 

a.c.111. 19117. • 

BE IT BllCTED HI IBI LEGISLlTOBE OP THE St'lt'E OP KOit'lll: 

section 1. Section 53-10111, B.C.!. 1947, is a•ended to 

read as follows: 

•53-10111. Transfer of title or interest. (1) Upon a 

transfer of any title 1£ or interest !D ••••••••••• 81188& 

ia 1111 •• a snow•obile, re9istered as s:egaired under the 

proYisions of Uis act as ke&eiAkel••• &&!&~ .. ~. the person 

1111 pe•eeas whose title or interest is to be transferred 

shall write ...... lli Bi!BB\&118. signatPi! with pen and ink 

opon the certificate of ownership issued for seell •eaiele 

~ snow•obile, in the appropriate space proYided ufcn the 

rewerse side of &aS• ~ certificate, and such signature 

shall be acknowledged before a notary public. 

(2) lithin ~10r days thereaft~r, the transferee 
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shall.foreard both the certificate of ownership so eadorsed 

and the certificate of regist.ratioa, together with the 

infor.ation required under this act., to the registrar, vho 

shall file t;ke eaee ~ upon receipt thereof£ ~ !2 

certificate of ownership --* ~ certificate of registration 

~ J!I be issued by the registrar of •otor Yehicles natil 

the oatstanting certificates are surrendered to that office 

or their loss established to his reasonable satisfaction. 

~he registrar of aotor Yehicles shall collect a fee of .._ 

i~la•s fS2t for each applieatioa for trausfer of OWD&EShip. 

(3) ~he prowisions of selti~eillie• uiJuctiou (2) of 

this section, requiriag a transferee to forwar4 the 

certificate of ovuership after endorse•ent and the 

certificate of registratioa to the registrar, shall Dot 

apply in the eYent of the transfer of a snovaobile to a duly 

licensed suoeaobile dealer inteD4ing to resell •••• •••i•le .... tJee S1l0V!Obile who operates i!lae •••• ll only for 

de•onstratiou purposes, but. eYery such dealer ~.& apoa 

transferring such interest, shall deliwer .-Jt !H 
certificate of ownership a ad certificate of registration 

with an application for registration ezecuted by the new 

owner in accordance with the prowisions of this act7 £ ..

~ The registrar.& upon receipt of .... the certificate of 

ownership, certificate of registration.& and application for 

registration, together vith the conditional sales contract 
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or other lien, if any, shall issae a new certificate of 

ownership and certificate of registration together with a 

statevent of any conditional sales contract, aortgage. or 

other lien.• 

Section 2. Section 53-1017, a.c.s. 19Q7, is aaended to 

read as follows: 

•53-1017. Beport of stolen and recovered snovaobiles. 

It seall In 1§ the duty of the sheriff of eYery ccunty of 

the state and of the chief of police or coaaissioner of 

police of every city to aate iaaediate report to the 

registrar of actor vehicles of all snovaobiles reported to 

hia as stolen or recovered, upon foras provided ~ by the 

registrar of actor vehicles. Pailnre on the part of any 

aisfeasance in office and 

a~all ••••"•••e copstitptes grounds for reaoval. Upon 

receipt of such inforaation. tke registrar of actor vehicles 

s~all file the sase in an indez to be known as the •stolen 

and recovered snovaobile indez~"L It ~ is alEo ._ the 

duty of the registrar of actor ve•icles to file reports of 

stolen and recovered snovaobiles reported to hia fro• other 

states. ~ opce a aogth the registrar of actor vehicles 

shall prepare aaee a aea.a a list of all snovaobiles stolen 

or recoYered during the prewions aonth and forward a copy of 

the saae to every sheriffy and all police departaents in 

cities of the first. second~ and third class. Such list 
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shall also be forwarded to the secretary of statey or other 

proper official7 in each state of the United States. Before 

a certificate of title, as heretofore proYided. shall be 

issued under this act. the actor an~ serial nuaber on the 

aotor vehicle to be registered shall be checked against the 

•stoleo and recoYered snovaobile index." 

Section 3. Section 53-1019, B.C.B. 1947. is aaended to 

read as follows: 

•53-1019. Unlawful operatioo on streets aod highaays. 

It shall be nnlawfnl for aay person to driYe or operate any 

·JD·•••obile upoo a pobl:.c street or higlnray in aDJ ooe or 

aore of t•e folloaing aanners: 

(1) ~ !£ a rate of speed greater thaa prowided bJ law 

for aotor aehicles.i 

(2t ~ 1h!!! under the influence of iotoxicating 

liquor or narcotics or babit-foraing drugBT~ 

(3) ;. i! a careless or reckless aanner so as to 

endanger the perscn or property of anotber7 or to cause 

injury or daaage to eitherT~ ~ 

f-J li•~••• a li,htei heai aai ••illi,~• ~eteeea l&e 

h&YiiS •• ieek aai iav~ 

-+5+-.ill. Qpe•atiat optratiop of a &Dovaobil~ or 

peraitting such operationy by any person vbo by reason of 

age or physical or aental disability is incapable of 

operating the snovaobile as required for safsty onder the 
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prevailing circuastances." 

Section 4. section 53-1026, a.c.a. 19q7, is aaended to 

read as follows: 

"53-1026. Application to be aade annua~ly -- grace 

period -- proof of purchase. (1) application east be aade to 

the county treasurer for the issuance of tax-paid decals 

annually. 111 tax-paid decals expire on June 30 of each 

year. 

(2) An owner of a newly purchased snovaobile shall 

have a grace period of ~1~ days froa the date of 

purchase to aake application for a current tax-paid decal~A 

provided, heveeev, that at all tiaes during that period a 

bill of sale or other proof of purchase reciting the_date of 

purchase shall be carried by the operator or with the 

snovaobile a• a11 ~aes. &n ovner or operator of such a 

snovaobile being operated after the ~10+:day grace 

period without a current tax-paid decal displayed on the 

snovaobile shall be subject to the penalties of ses•isa 

53-1027, as aaended." 

Section 5. Section 69-3502, B.C.!. 1947, is aaended to 

read as follows: 

"69-3502. Definitions. As used in this act, unless the 

context clearly requires a different •eaning the following 

definitions applt: 

(1) "Vessel"+ aeans every descriptiob of watercraft, 
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unles~ otherwise defined by the lia~ aai !••• coaaission e§ 

\~e a•••• ei Aea•aaa, other than a seaplane on the wate~. 

used or capable of being used as a aeans of t~anspo~tation 

on water. 

(2) "Kotorboat" aeaos any vessel propelled by ~I 

aachinery, .., aotorA or engine of any description, whether 

o~ not such aachinery, aotorA o~ engiae is the p~incipal 

source of propuls io 11-n. iaelaiiB! Tkt tera inGlgdel boats 

teapo~a~ily !quipped with detachable aotors o~ eaginesy but 

~ 12!§ not include a vessel wbicb bas a valid aarine 

docu•ent issued by the u.s. coast guard of the United 

States qoYernaent or any federal agency successor thereto, 

(3) •owner• aeans a person, other than a lien holder, 

having the property in or title to a aotorboat or wessel. 

The tera includes a person entitled to the use o~ possession 

of a aotorboat or vessel subject to an interest in another 

person, reseryed or created by &! agreeaent .-4 securing 

payaent. or perforaance of an obligation, but tbe tera 

excludes a lessee under a lease not intended as security. 

(II) "Vaters of this state• aeans any waters within the 

territorial liaits of this state. 

(5) "Person• •eans an indiYidual, partnership, fira, 

corporation, associationA or other entity. 

(6) "Operate• aeaos to navigate or otherwise use a 

aoto~boat or a vessel. 
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{1) w~e we~• ·~aa£•• a~all •••• ·!Coaaission" aeans 

the fish and gaae coaaission of the state of !ontana ~ 

sea*i••• ef tala eat. 

(8) •certificate of nuaber• aeans the certificate 

issued annually by the ••••• at e'!le&liaatiea 9U!!!ll 

treasurer to the owner of a aotorboatT or by the registrar 

of aotor Tehicles to 4etlers or aapafactarers. ~&! 

assigpipg such aotorboat aa identifying nuaber and ~ 

eeataia coutaining such inforaation as reqaired. 

(9) "Identifying nuaber• aeans the boat uuaber set 

forth in the certificate of naaber and properly displayed on 

the aotorboat:. 

(10) •License decals• ..._ &!!!§ the serially nuabered 

license stickers issued annually by the haaE• ef 

••-u·••••••• couatr tretsurer aad diapltyed •• required by 

laa. 

(11) "Ptssenger• aeans every persoa carried on board a 

Tessel other than: 

(a) the owner or his representative; 

(b) the operator; 

(c) bona fide aeabers of the crew eagaged in the 

business of the Tessel who baTe contributed no consideration 

for their carriage and who are paid for their serTices; or 

(d) any guest on board a vessel which is being used 

ezclusively for pleasure purposes who has not contributed 
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any consideration, directly or indirectly, for his carriage. 

(12) •operat~r• aeans the person who naTiqates, driTes, 

or is otherwise in iaaediate control of a aotorbcat or 

Tessel. 

(13) "Docaaented vessel" aeans a vessel which bas and 

is required to have a valid aarine docuaent as a vessel of 

the United States. 

(11J) •ouifora state waterway aarking systea" aeans one 

of two categories: 

(a) a systea of aids to naTigation to suppleaent the 

:e.eral systea of aarking in state eaters; 

(b) a systea of regulatory sarkers to warn a Tessel 

operator of dangers or to proTide general inforaation and 

directions.• 

Section 6. Section 69-3503, B.C.B. 19117, is aaended to 

read as follows: 

•69-3503. Operation of nnnuabered aot~rboats 

prohibited display of decals. (1) !Tery aotorboat on the 

waters of this state propelled by ! actor or engine of any 

description shall be properly nuabered and display valid 

license decals. lo person ~ a!l operate or give 

peraission for the operation of any aotorboat on such waters 

unless the aotorboat is nuabered and displays Taiid license 

decals in accordance with this act, in accordance with 

applicable federal law, or in accordance with a federally 
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approYed noabering systea of another state. ~ unless~ 

~l!l the certificate of nnaber awarded to ~ !A! 

aotorboat is in full force and effect7~ and 

~ill the identifying nuaber set forth in the 

certificate of nnaber and the Yalid licease decals are 

displayed on such aotorboat. 

(2) lay person who operates a aotorboat oa the waters 

of this state without displaying the appropriate auabers aad 

license decals as required by this section alaall llle i! 

punishable by a fine not to exceed -·• lella5s tS10t. 

Boweyer. the arresting officer aay issue a courtesy citation 

in lien of the penalty provided for in this subsection.• 

Section 1. Section 69-3504. B.C.!. 1941. is aaended to 

read as follows: 

"69-3504. Identification nuaber. ~Jll !he cvner of 

each aotorboat requiring nuabering by this state shall file 

an application for nuaber in the office of the county 

treasurer wherein the aotorboat is owned or 

taKabley on foras prepared and furnished by the registrar of 

aotor vehicles. The application shall be signed by the owner 

of the aotcrboat and shall be accoapanied by a fee of &&e 

~$11 lalla&. lny alteration. change~ or false stateaent 

contained in the application fe& ae&•ifiaa•e ai FB!is•£atien 

will render the certificate of nGBber aell aai yoid. Opon 

receipt of the application in approyed fora£ the county 
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treas~rer sha~l issue to the app~icant a certificate of 

nnaber prepared and fGrnished by the registrar of actor 

vehicles. stating the nuaber awarded to the aotorboat and 

the naae and address of the owner. The nuaber awarded aust 

be painted on or attached to each outboard side of the 

forward half of the aotorboat7 or~ if there are no sach 

sides. at a corresponding location on both outboard sides of 

the foredeck of tke aotorboat for •kick it is issued. The 

nuaber a•arded shall read froa left to ri9ht, ~ in Arabic 

nuaerals. in block characters of good proportion, a ainiaua 

of •~•ee (3t inches in heiqhtT excluding border or tria, .-4 

of a color which shall contrast •ita tae color of the 

background. and be so aaintained as to be clearly visible 

and legible. The nuaber shall not be placed on tee obscured 

underside of the flared bow where the anqle is such that the 

nnabers cannot be easily seen froa another vessel or ashore. 

Ro unaerals, letters£ or devices~ other than those used in 

connection with the identifying nnaber issued~ ~ ~ be 

placed in the proxiaity of the identifying naaber, and no 

nuaerals. letters£ or devices which aight interfere vith the 

ready identification of the •otorboat by its identifying 

nuaber ~ A!} be carried as to interfere with the 

aotorboat 1 s identification. ~he certificate of nuaber shall 

be pocket size and shall be available to federal. state~ or 

local law enforceaent officers at all reasonable tiaes for 
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inspection on the aotorboat for •hich issued7 vheneYer the 

aotorboat is on waters of this statey~ eaeap\ lleat; ~ 

liYeries are not required to haYe the certificate of nuaber 

on board each aotorboat, eaaept; t;lla\ ~ a rental aqreeaent 

aust be carried on board livery aotorboats in place of the 

certificate of nuaber. 

~Jll Before filing such application with the county 

treasurer, the applicant shall subait the saae to the countr 

assessor~ ej aaii aeWB\f aai sail aeae\f •••••••• !Ag shall 

eater on _... !k! application~ in a space to be proYided for 

that purpose, the full and true aad assessed Yaluation of 

__.. 1k! ••~isle !OtOBBQAt for the year for vhich s.ii !A! 

application for registratioa is aade. 

~Jll the applicaat ~. upon the filing of the 

application, §Uti pay to the county treasurer7 the 

registration fee and sha~ also pay the persoaal property 

tazes assessed against the aotorboat or •easel for the 

current year of registration before the application for 

registration or reregistratioa aay he accepted bJ the county 

treasurer. 

~~1!1 the nuabering requireaents of this act shall 

apply to aotorboats operated by dealers, aaaafacturers£ or 

their eaplorees as follows: 

~JAl A dealer or aaoufacturer ear apply directly to 

the registrar of actor Yehicles for oae ~ identifying 
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nuaber and one ~~ or acre certificates of nuaber. A 

dealer•s or aanufacturer• s identifyiag nuaher shall be 

displayed on a dealer's or aanufacturer•s boat while the 

boat is operating for a purpose related to the buying, 

selling, or exchanging of the boat by the dealer. 

~ill The application for a dealer's or 

aanafacturer's identifying nuaher shall include the naae of 

the dealer or aanufacturer and .._ h!§ business address e4 

Each dealer or aanufacturer 

shall haYe one ~ identifring nuaber assigned to his 

:lGsiaess. 

~l£l An application for dealer's or aanufacturer•s 

identifying nuaher and certificate of nuaber shall be 

accoapanied br the following fees: 

~J!l for the identifying nuaber, first certificate 

of nuaber, and set of license decals, fiee lelle~s (S5~; 

~Jill for each additional certificate of nuaber and 

set of license decals applied for in any application, •ve 

llellus ($2~. 

~J!l The registrar of aotor Yehicles shall issue 

certificates of nuaber for identifying ....._ nuabers 

awarded to a dealer or aannfactarer ia the saae aanner as 

pro•ided in aeetiiea 69-3504 ~Jll, as aaenaed, except that 

no boat shall be described in the certificate and each 

certificate shall state that the identifying nuaber has beea 
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awarded to a dealer or aanufacturer. A dealer's or 

aanufacturer•s certificate of nuaber expires on April 30 of 

the year for which it is issued. 

~~ A dealer's or aannfacturer•s identifying nuaber 

shall be displayed in the saae aanner as provided in eea•iea 

69-35011· -tat· Hl. as aaepded Bf 4itill &84• e11:cept that the 

nuaber aay be teaporarily attached7 £ aa& •••• •ae !A! last 

three ~ letters shall be •DLR• for dealer aad •!FR• for 

aanufacturer .. .L ~ These letters shall be iacluded. 

respectively. in dealer or aanufacturer 

nuabers only. 

identification 

~J!l lo person other thaa a dealer or aanufacturer 

or an eaployee of a dealer or aanufacturer ~ ~ display 

or use a dealer's or aanufacturer•s identifying naaber. A 

dealer's or aanufacturer•s identifying nuaber aay be 

displayed only on aotorboats owned by the dealer or 

aanafactnrer. 

~jgl Jo dealer or aauufacturer or eaployee of a 

dealer or aanufacturer ~ JA% use a dealer's or 

aanufacturer•s identifying nuaber for any purpose other than 

the purpose described in subsection ~ 1!lJAl of this 

section. 

1•1 ~ae ewaeE ef aBf ae4ewhea4 aleaaiy se•e~e& ~~ a 
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app&eyel aaa~eEiB~ Bf&4Ba ef aaa4heE s•a•e, sltall Eeee&& •he 

•ale s4a4e ia eaeees ei •he ei••f (6Gt laf &eeipweai•y 

peEiel pEeYiiel feE ia sea•isa i9 i5Gi (11 ef •aie aa'" iaea 

&e&e&ia,iee shall he ia the aaaaeE aal peEsaaa4 •a 4he 

pwaeelw.e wa,ai&el feE •he aw&£i ef •••••• aaleE aalteee•iaa 

~~ Should the ownership of a aotorboat change. 

within a reasonable tiae a new application fora with fee 

shall be filed with the county treasurer and a nev 

certificate of nuaber shall be awarded iu the saae aauner as 

provided for in an original award of auaber. 

~J!l If an agency of the United States goveruaent 

has ill force aD e••• a1t:l overall srstea of identification 

nuabering for aotorboats in the Uaited states. the auabering 

systea eaployed pursuant to this act by the registrar of 

aotor vehicles shall be in conforaity therewith. 

~~1Zl Everr certificate of nuaber aad the license 

decals awarded under this act sball continue in effect for a 

period not to exceed &ae-i1t year. DDless sooner terainated 

or discontinued in accordance with the provisions of this 

act. Certificates of nuaber and license decals shall show 

the date of expiration thereon and aar be renewed by the 

owner in the saae aanner provided for in the initial 

securing of the certificate. 
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~J]l Certificates of nu1ber ~ shall expire on 

April 30 of each calendar year and shall no longer be of any 

effect unless renewed under this act. 

~J21 In ewent of transfer of ownership, the 

purchaser shall vithip a reasoJa,le tite fnrtish the county 

treasurer aotice of the acquisition of all or any part of 

his interest other than the creation of a security interest 

in a totorboat na•bered in this state under this sectiony or 

of the loss, theft, destruction~ or abandoaJeJt of the 

totorboat, •••••• •••••,.•1• •i•• •••••••· such transfer, 

loss, theft, destruction£ or abandonJent sh•ll ter.inate the 

certificate of nu1ber for the Jotorboat£ except that in the 

case of a recowery fro• thefty or transfer of a part 

interest which does not affect the owner•s right to operate 

the Jotorhoat, the recowery or transfer does not ter•inate 

~e certificJte of nalher. 

~~ 1 holder of a certificate of nu1ber shall 

notify the county treasurer within reasonable tile if his 

address no longer confor•s to the address appearing on tbe 

certificate and shall, as a part of the notification, 

furnish the county treasurer with his new address. ~he 

registrar of wotor wehicles Jay prowide ia i~e salae ~le 

tor the surrender of the certificate hearinq the forwer 

address and its replaceaent with a certificate bearing the 

new address or the alteration of an outst~ndinq certificate 
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to show the new address of the holder. 

ilt11ll lo nuaber other than the naaber aad license 

decal awarded to a aotorboat or qranted reciprocity under 

this acty shall be painted, attached£ or otherwise displayed 

on either side of the forward half of the aotorboat. 

~JJll Fees collected under this section shall be 

transaitted to the state treasurer who shall deposit the 

fees in the aotorboat certificate identification account of 

an ear1arted rewenoe fund, These fees shall be used only for 

the ad1inistration eond eaforce•ent of aeeilieaa 69-3501 

;h·.ough 69-3518. as aaGnded. 

~llll In owner of a aotorboat aust notify the 

registrar of 1otor vehicles. !i!Ai! a reasonable tile, 

givinq the aotorboat•s identifying anabar and the owner's 

na1e, wi•hia Eeaeaaaa~e tiae, when that •otorboat becoaes 

docuaented as a vessel of the United States, is transferred, 

lost, destrored, abandoned, £! fraaded, or within eiaily (6ot 

days after change of state of principal use.• 

Section 8. Section 69-3505, R.c.e. 1941, is a•ended to 

read as follows: 

•69-3505. Equipwent. (1) Ewery aotorboat or vessel 

shall bawe aboard: 

{a) &89 2U United States coast guard approved 

personal flotation dewice in good and serwiceable condition 

for each person on board, providedT that any person who has 
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not reached his twe~l\h 12th birthday shall have a United 

States coast guard approved life preserver properly fastened 

to his person when occupying a aotorboat or vessel under 

twea\v eia f2&r feet in length while such aotorboat or 

vessel is in IIOtiOil-or.i ~he lieh aai !••• eaaa~esiaa shall 

have -~• aatae~i\y •• iasi!aa\e watees aai 'iaa at yeaa aa 

•aesa vataaa vheEe -~~ pa&aeas aheaet a aateahaat BE easeel 

(ht lhaa ia epaEatiea aa at •••~•• s& •••••• away leea 

a ieahiB! fas~lity hetveea eaaaat aai eaaaise all eesaele 

shall iiaplaf ~i!hta •• paesa~laat hf taa haaaio 

~JAL ~ i! carrying or using auy inflaaaable or 

tozic fluid iu anr enclosure for any purpose. aud if 1he 

aotorboa1 or ves§!l__i! not an eutirely opea 

..._.. ~. an efficient aatural or aechaai~al ventilation 

systev prescribed bJ the ~ 00aaissiou which shall be 

used and be capable of reaoving resulting gases prior t07 

and during the tiae the aotorboat or vessel is occupied bJ a 

pe rsOil-orl, 

~J£1 &~~ aatea~aa\s shall aa~Ef the aia~••• aea~eE 

~ United States coast guard approwed hand portable fire 

eztiuguishers. the aaaber of •hick is to be deterained by 

the Rea~aaa fish aaa !••• coaaission~ or a Dnited States 

coast guard approwed fiKed fire extinguishing systea. 

eKcepty that aotorboats less than twaaty siw (26t feet in 
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length of entirely open construction. propelled by outboard 

aotors. and not carrying passengers for hire need not carry 

such portable fire extinguishers or fire extinguishing 

systeas. 

(2) Every aotorboat or vessel shall have the 

carburetor or carburetors of every engine therein (except 

outboard wotors) using gasoline as fuely equipped aith au 

efficieat flaae arrester. backfire trap, or ot~er siailar 

dew ice. 

(3) ·~· ~···· • ., ai••• •••••••• ,.,,., ~-· .,.,, •••• 

P&!Diaeaeats eea•.&aai ia ~~is aeetiea •• ••• .. teat 

aeeessaEf •• heap these ~etai.aaeata ia ........ ., •i~~ ••• 

••• •••l!a•iea aai aafe~f ~•lea paeaal!a~el hf t~e uei••• 

&••••• aeas\ t••••• iben in operation or at apcbor or aoor~ 

ayav froa a dockigq facilitY betweep sgpset apd sqprise, all 

vessels shall dis~~YL __ !UL___~il!~d- _ b'l the 

coaaission, 

(-) l pe~saa aay aet apeaa•e •~ giee pe~aissiea faa 

47 this sestiea aa aeiifiaatiea ••aaeefo tbe coaaission aay 

designate waters where and the tiae of year on these waters 

when all persons aboard a aotorhoat or vessel aust wear 

approved life preservers at all tiaes~ 

(5) A •essel, ias~eii•! hease•aate aBi ilea~i&g 
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SB~iBBi BBJ 88- ~B e~aippe4 iB a BBBBBE vkieh Will fBEBil 

iisshaEge ef iaaie!aatalr teaatei seaa,e lata •••••s ef this 

hy aayeae as aar tiae. A~l ••!lets laaatai aa aa7 •easel 

apesata4 sa •••••• el th~ slate shall ha•a saeasely affiaed 

•• the ieteEias iisehae,e epaaia9 ef shea aa epasatia9 

••••-•••• iaeiae as sataiai&! taa~ aeetiag the s-aaiasls 

assahl~hai. hy she ~·••• al haa~h aal aa•isesaaatal 

ssiaasaa. Yessels. including houaeboats and floating cabins. 

equipped aith a galley or toilet shall ha~e, aat lase£ thaa 

&pEil ~~. 1&76, a vasteaater holding systea sealed to 

prewent the discharge of ••••f• as iaiiaei ia seesiea 

61 -~~~. loGolo 1Q~7 water carried waste prodgcts. whether 

treated or aatreated, into the surrounding waters. 

16) The coaaission aay adopt rolf§ aodifyiag the 

eqnipaent requireaents coatained ip this section to the 

exteat pecessary to keep these peguipe!ents in conforait! 

with the provisions of the federal navigation and sate11 

laws or with the pa~igatio; apd safeti rules proaqlgated by 

the United States coast qtard2 

17t l person aay pot operate or give Eeraission !2r 

the oper&tioa of a vessel which is nQt egaipped as reguired 

by this sectioa," 

Section 9. 69-3507, B.c.a. 19117, is aaended to read as 
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follows: 

"69-3507. Boat liveries. ~JJl The owner of a boat 

livery shall cause to be kept a record of the na•e and 

address of the person or persons hiriag any Iessel which is 

••• , ••• ,. 81? peraitted by hia to be operated-t& the 

identification nuaber tloeJ?eei 1 aai of stch -1!!§11£ the 

departure date and tiae, aad the expected tiae of return. 

The record shall be preserved for at least ~6~ aonths. 

~Jll Jeither the ovaer of a boat liieryy nor bis 

ageat or eaployee shall perait aay aotorboat or any Iessel 

Jesi9aei ee peraitted by hia to be operated as a aotorboat 

or wessel to depart fro• his preaises unless it shall ha~e 

been proiided, either by ovner or renter. with tbe eqaipaent 

regnired pursuant to ---·"- 69-3505 and any rules_... 

J?seal .. iaas aade pursuant thereto." 

Section 10. Section 69-3508, B.C.!. 1947, is aaended 

to read as follows: 

•69-3508. Prohibited operation and aooring 

enforceaent. 1*~11l Bo person ..... a!% operate or knoviagly 

perait aay person to operat&y any aotorboat or IesselT or 

aanipulate aay wate£ skis ~r skis. surfboard, or siailar 

dewice7 or other contriYaacey in a r-.ckless or negligent 

aanner so as to eadanger the life, liab, or property of anJ 

person. 

~lll Bo person ~ JA% operatey or knoviagly 
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permit any person to operatey any •otorboat or vessel7 or 

aanipulate any wa-eE skis water ski@• surfboard. or siailar 

devicey or other contrivanc&r vbile intoxicated or under the 

influence of any narcotic drug. barbiturate£ or aarijuana. 

~fll It eltall l>e i§ unlawful for the owner of any 

aotorboat or vessel7 or any person having such in charge or 

in control7 to authorize or knowiDgly perait the saae to be 

operated by any person vbo by reason of physical or aental 

disability is incapable of operating such watercraft under 

the prevailing circuastances. 

~J!l lo person ~ !AI operatey or knowingly 

perait any person to operat&r any aotorboat or vessel at a 

rate of speed greater than will perait such person. in the 

exercise of reasonable care. to bring the wessel to a stop 

within the assured clear distance ahead~~ pEeJiiei 0 ltaveJaE 0 

~ Boweyer. nothing in this act is inteuded to prevent the 

operator of a wessel actually coapetiug in a regatta which 

is sanctioned by an appropriate governaental unit fro• 

atteapting to attain high speeds oo a •arked racing course. 

~J2l Bo person ~ ~ aake ! reckless approach 

to. departure fro•~ or passage by a dock. raap. diving 

boaraA or float. 

~j§i Skiers being pulled by aotorboats aust have on 

their person a life preserver. buoyant vestA or EiBIJ BY8f 

sn snT. 
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~j]l Bo person ~ ~ aoor a vessel to any of the 

buoys or beacons placed in any waters of this state by the 

authority of the Dnited States. an agency of the Duited 

States~ or the l>aaw4 aaw cQapissiop or in any •anner bang on 

with a vessel to such buoy or beacon, e•cept in the act of 

aaintenance •ork on such buoy or beacon, nor ~ IaJ any 

person deface. reaove£ or destroy any such buoy. beacon~ or 

other authorized navigational aarker aaintained in the 

waters of this state. 

~!!l If an o£ficer whose duty it is to enforce the 

sections of this law obser•es a vessel being used without 

sufficieat lifesaying or firefightiag dewices or in an 

overloaded or other unsafe condition and in his ju4gaent7 

such use creates an especially hazardous condition. be nay 

direct the operator to take wbteyer ia-diate and 

reasonable steps would be necessary for the safety of those 

aboard the vessel. incluaing directiag the operator to 

return to aooring or launching site and to reaain there 

until the situation creating tbe hazard is corrected or 

enaed." 

Section 11. Section 69-3508.1 0 B.C.~. 19117 0 is aaended 

to read as follows: 

1069-3508.1. Discharge of waste fro• vessel prohibited. 

Ro person shall discharge or cause. pernit~ or suffer to be 

dischargea aay garbage. refase. waste£ or sewage froa any 
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yessel into£ eE upon£ or near the waters at any streaa, 

river£ or lake v~thiu the bounaaries of the state of 

llontana." 

Section 12. Section 69-3512, R.c.s. 19117 6 is aaended 

to reaa as follows: 

"69-3512. Collisions, accidents£ and casualties. 

~lll 1\ s•all •• \he ia\y eC \he lS! operator of a Yessel 

inYolved in a collision, accident£ or other casualty, so far 

as he can do so withoat serious danger to his own vessel, 

crew£ and passengers (if anyl, 44 ~render to other 

persons affected by the collision, accideat£ or other 

casualtyT sach assistance as say be practicable and as say 

be necessary in order to saye thea froa or ainiaize any 

aanger caused by the collision. accident£ or other casualtyT 

ud alee •• give his naae, address£ and ideatification of 

his vessel ia writing to any person injured and to the 

ownerT or person in control of any property daaaged in the 

collision, accident£ or other casualty. 

-tl* ill !he ~ coeaiss!oo shall prepare and 

distribute to each sheriff's office and ..... ~ gaae 

•••leas warden of this stateT a standardized accident report 

for••~ &&y !AI person involYed in a collision, accident£ or 

other casualty involYing a death, disappearance, personal 

injnry£ or property daaage in excess of 

~S100~ shall iaaediately report such collision, accident£ 
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or other casualty to the sheriff's office or ..... gaae 

warden of the county in which the collision, accident£ or 

casualty occurred and fill out a standardized accident 

report fora. 

+-rill sheriff adYised 

of a collision, accident£ or other casualty reported under 

this act+-" shall; 

~l!l conduct an appropriate investigation of such 

collision, accident£ or other casaaltfa and 

~J!l .. prepare and sabait a report of the results 

)f sai4 ~ investigation, together with the coapleted 

standardized accident report foras.& to the ~4 

ooaais.&ioa.• 

section 13. Section 69-3513, a.c.a. 1947, is aaended 

to read as follows; 

1169-3513. Transaittal of inforaation. In accordance 

with aay request daly aade by an authorized official or 

agency of the United States, any inforaation coapiled or 

otherwise awailable to the ~ coaai§sjop pursuant to 

seRies sabtections (2) and f3) of 69-3512 4~1 aal (a)~ 

aaepded, shall be transaitted to ~ sagh official or 

agency of the United States.• 

Section 14. Section 69-3514, B.C.!. 19117, is aaended 

to read as follows; 

"69-35111. ia1;e'E eliie Vater skis and surfboards. ia*lll 
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No person ~ ~ operate a aotorboat or vessel on any 

waters of this state for the purpose of towing a person or 

persons on wa•a~ a~is water ski§• a surfboard, or sieilar 

device or other contrivance unless .... the operator is at 

least •velva (12t years of agey and fy~••e£ peaYiiiR9 •••• 

there is a second person, at least ••alee t12t years of age, 

in the yessel to act as observer to obserye the person being 

towed-,..L 

l1l aae seal~ aay !g person ~ engage in ••-e& a~iia9 
waterskiing, surfboarding, or siailar activityT or towing 

soae other contrivances at any ti .. hetweea the hours froe 

... 1 hour after sunset to ... 1 hoar before snnris~. 

peaeiiei 1 ••we•e~, ezcept that ••a pweYiaieaa at this 

subsection ee does not apply to a perforaer engaged in a 

professional ezhibition or a person ~~~ peeaeaa engaged in a 

regatta or race authorized under this act. 

~Jll Ill ~i'•' ef vay right-of-war rules applying to 

the towing vessel shall apply.• 

Section 15. section 69-3516, R.C. !1. 19Q7, is a.ended 

to read as follows: 

"69-3516. Filing of ~egsla•iaaa ~ules. • copy of tbe 

rules adopted pursuant to this actT and of any 

aaendaents theretay shall be filed in the office of the 

~ cowai§sion and in the office of the secretary of 

state. Rules aail eeif&la•ieas shall be published by the &eaT4 
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coaaission in a convenient fora and aade easily available to 

all vessel operators.• 

Section 16. Section 69-3516.1, B.C.!. 1947, is aaended 

to read as folloMs: 

•69-3516.1. Education prograe. The ~ £2!~!ssion 

shall coordinate a statewide boat safety education proqraa.• 

section 17. Section 69-3517, a.c.a. 1947, is aaended 

to read as folloMs: 

"69-3517. Enforceaent of act. It shall be the duty of 

the iiah aai •••• coaaissioa to enforce the sections of this 

law. The state fish and gaae director shall eaploy all the 

necessarJ personnel to coaplJ with this section. Ill 

sheriffs and peace officers of the state of !lantana and all 

United statea coast guard law enforceaent officers shall 

haYe authority to enforce provisions of •••-•••• 69-3501 

through 69-3518, as aaended.• 

Section 18. Section 69-3518, R.C.!. 1947. is aaended 

to read as follows: 

"69-3518. Penalty. Violations of any section of this 

~ chapter unless otherwise specified shall be a 

aisdeaeanor and be punishable by fine of not less than 

fi~ssa iellass ff15t or aore than 

~$50~ or by iaprisonaent up to ~6t aonthsr or by 

both such fine and iaprisonaent. All fine and bond 

forfeitures shall be trausaitted to tbe state treasurer who 
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shall deposit such fines and forfeitures in the aotorboat 

account of an earaarked fund~L .e. !A! aoneys shall be used 

oaly by the lia~ aa& ~ coaaission for enforceaent of 

aeelieae 69-3501 through 69-3518. 11 aaeaded." 

Section 19. Section 69-6601, B.C.!. 1947, is aaended 

to read as follows: 

"69-6601. Policy of state. In order to safegaard the 

life, health, property£ and welfare of the citizens of 

!ontana wh~le using passenger traaways, as defined in 

&ee,iea a [69-6602] ef 'biB eel, it shall be the policy of 

the state to protect its citizens and visitors fro a 

unnecessary aechanical hazards in the design~ construction~ 

and operation of passenger traaways, bot not froa the 

hazards inherent in the sports of acuataineering, skiinq£ 

and hiking7 or froa the hazards of the area ...... utilized 

by the skier or other sportsaan~ and that periodic 

inspections be required of passenger traavays with a view to 

assuring that each one of thea aeets the rules aH 

••!•le,ieas as set forth by the departaent. The state, 

through the departaent, shall register all pas~;euger 

traaways in the state. establish reasonable standards of 

design, construction~ and operatioaal practices£ ·and cause 

to be aade such inspections as aay be necessary in carrying 

this pclicy into effect." 

Section 20. Section 69-6610, R.C.B. 1947, is aaended 
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to read as follows: 

"69-6610. Additional powers aad duties of departaent. 

~~ Iu addition to all other po•ers and duties conferred and 

iaposed upon the departaent by this &I!\ isle ~:e!u:. the 

departaent shall ha•e aai eael!eiae •~• fellavia9 pe•el!& aa& 

....._: 
-fatj.Jl. ~ adopt reasonable rules aai l!e~ala•ieaa 

relating to public safety in the design, constrncticn~ and 

operation of passenger traaway87 but which ~ ~ not 

relate or pertain to an area served by a passenger traaway. 

·~n ddopting such rules aail ••!•l•lieae the departaent shalll 

l!l use as a guideline the standards contained in RThe 

&werican Rational Standards Institute--Safety Iequireaents 

for aerial Passenger traawayrr•£ liSI B 77.1--1970, as 

asended froa tiae to tiae, or eguiwalent7 and as aaended or 

snppleaented froa tiae to tiae by the departaent7~ aal shall 

eel ~· lise.taiaatel!y ie 'hei& appliealiae le epe•••••• ef 

paeeaa,el! ll!aavaye, aai sha~ 

j!l hold hearings and take in all evidence relating to 

the adoption of these rules ... ... 1!89&111\ieael aai 'he 

ilap••••••• alaall 

Jll supply to each operator a copy of its rules aail 

&e,alatieae and each aaendaeut thereto or revision thereof~~ 

131 avoid discria!uatiop ip applicatipp of the rules 

to operator! of passe~~Iaaway&; 
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~J!l ~ hold bearings and tate evidence in all 

2 aatters relating to the eiercise and perforaance of the 

3 powers and duties vested in the departaent, subpoena 

4 witnesses, adainister oaths, ana coapel the testiaony of 

5 witnesses aad the production of books, papers£ and recoras 

6 relevant to any inquiry; 

7 ~Jal *& approve, deny. revoke. and rene• the 

8 registrations provided for in this chapter; 

9 ~1§1 *& cause the prosecution and enjoinder of all 

10 persons violating the provisions of this chapter and incur 

11 the necessary expenses thereof; 

12 (et we alee\ effiaees aai aiep\ a seal v~iaa aay ~e 

13 affiaei \e all Ee9i&\£a\ieae ieeeei ay 'he iepa£\aeatt 

14 ~jll ¥e eaploy 0 aitbin the funds available. and 

15 prescribe the duties of a aaeEa\asy aai such ~ fersonnel 

16 as the aepartment ~11 ~eaa considers necessary,• 

17 section 21, Section 69-6615, B,C,!, 1947, is aaended 

18 to read as follows: 

19 "69-6615, Traaways not coaaon ea&£ie& carriers or 

20 public utilities. Passenger traa11ays shall not be construed 

21 to be coaaon eaeEia£ £!rriefs om public ntilities for the 

22 pnrposes of regnlation within the aeaning of the laws of tbe 

23 state of !ootana.• 

-End-
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