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INTRODUCED BY cf:~:t~ 
A BILL FOR AN ACT ENTITLED: •AN ACT TO APPROPRIATE S65,ooo 

FROM THE GENERAL FUND FOR AN INQUIRY INTO CRIMINAL AHD CIVIL 

JURISDICTIOH OVER INDIAN COUNTRY TO PROVIDE RESEARCH ANO 

PUBLIC HEARINGS AS A BASIS FOR SUGGESTED SOLUTIONS TO 

PROBLEMS CONFRONTING INDIANS AND NON-INDIANS LIVI~ IN 

MONTANA.• 

BE IT ENACTED BY THE LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF MDNIAHA: 

Section 1. Appropriation~ There is appropriated ~roa 

the general fund for tile bienniu• endlng .June 30w 1979, "the 

sum of S65,ooo to the ,egislative council which shall expend 

such portions thereof as are necessary to carry out this 

act. 

Section 2. Purpose. The basic purpose of this act is 

to inquire into the coaplex situation that confronts Indians 

and non-Indians living on or near Indian country and 

federal, state, local, and tribal governments in Montana 

regarding criminal and civil jurisdiction generally and 

water rjghtso hunting and fishing rights• regulation of 

property, environment, and taxation specifically and to 

provide historical and legal research and public hearings as 

a basis for suggestions as to the solutions to the probleas 
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Section 3. Indian country jurisdiction commottee. [1) 

The cos•ittee on co•mittees of the senate shall appoint four 

senators and the speaker of the house shall appoint ~ive 

representatives to serve on a select co .. ittee to carry out 

the inquiry conteaplated by this act. No more than two 

melllbers of the senate or three members of the house •ay be 

of the s- political party. 

(2) The coa.ittee shall elect one of its members as 

cba ir11a11 and such other off leers il5 it. consid•rs neces!Sary. 

(3) The coa8it-toee shall saeet as often as necessary 

upon the call of the chai I'• .Melllbers of the c.,..itt.ee shal"l 

be coapensated aod .-eilllbursed for expenses for attending 

committee meetings as p£ovided by statute froa the 

appropriation contained in this act. 

Section 4• Task. Tbe co.•ittee shall:. 

{1) study the historical and legal background of the 

subject of Indian juri sdi ct ion for .each particular Indian 

tribe and relevant Indian countryo legislation, and 

develop•ents, including litigation, in certain substantive 

areas such as water rights, hunting and fishing rights, 

regulation of property. environment, and taxation; 

(2) hold hearings within each of Montana's Indian 

reservations and review the practical problees that confront 

state Indians and non-Indians living on or near those Indian 
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1 reservations; 

2 (3) consider tile probl e•s faced by federal, state, 

3 locdlo and tribal govern.ental units as the result of 

4 diffeumt lavs and judicial systelaS that share part or all 

5 of the jurisdict·ion over tile subject areas; 

b {4) suggest appropriate arrangeaents of Indian and 

7 non-Indi.an r-epresentatives ~~~eeting t09ether to work out 

8 proble•s of jur-isdiction; 

9 (5} prepac:e a repor-t, which shaU be publ isbed by the 

10 legislative council, of the findings with suggested 

11 alternative solutions• including the following as potential 

12 .-an& of so~ution: 

13 (a) generally educating non-Indians and· Indians as to 

14 the legal and his.torical context of the Indian countr-y 

15 jurisdiction issue to resolve·confusion; 

16 (b} ceding ·or r~roceding port«ms of jurisdiction or 

17 resolving confusion by use of any combination of the 

18 fo11 owing: 

19 (i) interagency arrangements; 

20 

21 

(ii) suggested a.endments to existing feder-al, stateo 

localo or tribal governmental constitutions, statutes, 

22 codes, or ordinances; 

23 (iii} litigation. 

-End-
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Approved by Comrn. on 
Appropiation 

HOUSE BILL NO. 829 

INTRODUCED BY DRISCOLL, ~ELOY 

A SILL FOR AN ACT ENTITLED: NAN ACT TO APPROPRIATE *65Tee& 

S1loOOQ FROM THE GENERAL FUND FOR AN INQUIRY INTO CRIMINAL 

AND CIVIL JURISDICTION OVER INDIAN COUNTRY TO PROVIDE 

RESEARCH AND PUBLIC HEARINGS AS A BASIS FDR SUGGESTED 

SOLUTIONS TO PROBLEMS CONFRONTING INDIANS AND NOH-INDIANS 

LIVING IN MONTANA.• 

BE IT ENACTED BY THE LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF MONTANA: 

Section 1. Appropriation. There is appropriated Tra. 

the general fund Tor the biennium ending June 30o 1~19, the 

sua OT $~888 S7l.OOQ to the legislative council which 

shall expend such portions thereof as are necessary to carry 

out this act. 

Section 2. Pu~pose. The basic pu~pose of this act is 

to inquire into the co•plex situation that confronts Indians 

and non-Indians living on or near Indian country and 

TederJlo state, local, and tribal govern ... nts in Montana 

~egarding cri•inal and civil jurisdiction gene~ally and 

water ri~hts, hunting and fishing rights, regulation of 

propertyo environment. and taxation specifically and to 

provide historical and legal research and public hearings as 

a basis for suggestions as to the solutions to the pro~le•s 
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Section 3. Indian country jurisdiction com•ittee. (l} 

The committe~ on co8mittees of the senate shall appoint four 

senators and the speaker of the house shall appoint ~~ 

EDU& representatives to serve on a select comaittee to carry 

out the inquiry conte•plated by this act. No aore than two 

members OT the senate or ~~e IWQ aeabers of the house may 

be of the saae political party. 

(2) The COIUiittee shall elect one of its members as 

chairman and such other officers as it considers necessary. 

{3) The comaittee shall meet as oTten as necessary 

upon the call of the chair. Me.bers of the coa.ittee shall 

be compensated and reimbu~sed fo~ expenses for attending 

committee meetings as provided by statute from the 

appropriation contained in this act. 

Section 4. Task. The caa.lttee shall: 

(1) study the historical and legal background or the 

subject of Indian jurisdiction for each particular Indian 

tribe and relevant Indian country, legislation, and 

developments, including litigation, in certain substantive 

areas such as water ~ightso hunting and fishing rights, 

regulation of property, environment, and taxation; 

(2) hold hearings within each of Montana's Indian 

reservations and review the practical proble•s that confront 

state Indians and non-Indians living on or near those Indian 
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1 reservations; 

2 (3) consider the proble.s ~aced by federal, state, 

3 local, and tribal governmental units as the result of 

4 different laws and judicial systeas that share part or all 

5 of the jurisoiction over the subject areas; 

6 (4} suggest appropriate arrange•ents of Indian and 

1 non-Indian representatives meeting together to work out 

8 proble•s of jurisdiction; 

9 (5) prepare a report, which shall be published by the 

10 legislative council, of the findings with suggested 

11 alternative solutions, Including the following as potential 

12 .aans of solution: 

13 (a) generally educating non-Indians and Indians as to 

1't the legal and historical cont.-t of the Indian cou .. try 

15 jurisdiction Issue to resolve confusion; 

16 (b) ceding or retroceding portions of jurisdiction or 

17 resolving confusion by use of any co~ination of the 

18 following: 

19 (i) interagency arrang .. ents; 

20 (ii) suggested a.and•ents to existing federal, state, 

21 local, or tribal governcental constitutions, statutes, 

22 codes, or ordinances; 

23 (iii) litigation. 

-End-
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HOUSE SILL NO. 829 

INTRODUCED BY DRISCOLL, MtLOY 

A BILL FOR AN ACT ENTITLED: •AN ACT TO APPROPRIATE *6~889 

S7lrQOO FROM THE GENERAL FUND FOR AN INQUIRY INTO CRI~INAL 

AND CIVIL JURISDICTION OVER INDIAN COUNTRY TO PROVIDE 

RESEARCH AND PUBLIC HEARINGS AS A BASIS FOR SUGGESTED 

SOLUTIONS TO PROBLEMS CONFRONTING INDIANS AND NON-INDIANS 

LIVING IN HONTAhA.• 

BE IT ENACTED BY THE LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE Of MONTANA: 

Section 1. Appropriation. There is appropriated fro• 

the general fund for the bienniu• ending June 30• 1979, the 

sum of *&Sy&99 SJt,opo to the legislative council which 

shall expend such portions thereof as are necessary to carry 

out this act. 

Section 2. Purpose. The basic purpose of this act is 

to inquire into the complex situation that confronts Indians 

and non-Indians living on or near Indian country and 

federal, state• local, and tribal governments in Montana 

regarding criminal and civil jurisdiction generally and 

water rights, hunting and fishing rights, regulation of 

property, environment• and taxation specifically and to 

provide historical and legal research and public hearings as 

a basis for suggestions as to the solutiGns to the problems 
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Section 3. Indian country jurisdiction c~ittee. (l) 

The com•ittee on coaNittees of the senate shall appoint four 

senators .and the speaker of the house shall appoint f~ 

EQU8 representatives to serve on a select coMmittee to carry 

out the inquiry conte.plated by this act. No •ore than two 

•embers of the senate or three I¥D •embers of the house may 

be of the sa.e political party. 

(2) The cOMaittee shaH elect one of its •e.bers as 

chair.an and such other officers as it considers necessary. 

(3t The co•mittee shall .aet as often as necessary 

upon the call of the chair. Meabers of the comMittee shall 

be compensated and rei•bursed for expenses for attending 

committee meetings as provided by statute from the 

appropriation contained in this act. 

Section 4. Task. The coa•ittee shall: 

(1) study the historical and legal background of the 

subject of Indian jurisaiction for each particular Indian 

tribe and relevant Indian country, legislation, and 

developments, including litigation, in certain substantive 

areas such as water rights, hunting and fishing rights, 

regulation of propertyo environment, and taxation; 

{2) Yi1E NOIICE--AHU hold hearings within each of 

ftontana•s Indian reservations and• VI CONSULIAIIOl!. wiTH 

INQIAN AND NON-INDIAN INDIVIDUALS ANQ ASSOCIATIONS. review 
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the practical probleas that confront state Indians and 

non-Indians living on or near those Indian reservations~£ 

MINUTES Of THE HEARINGS SHALL BE MADE AVAILABLE _lU 

INTERESTED PERSQNS. 

5 (3J consider the proble~ faced by federal, state, 

6 local, and tribal governeental units as the result of 

1 different laws and judicial systems that share part or all 

8 of the jurisdiction over the subject areas; 

9 {'t) suggest appropriate arrangements of Indian and 

10 non-Indian representatives aeetlng together to ~ork out 

11 proble•s of jurisdiction; 

12 (5) prepare a report, which shall be published by the 

13 legislative council, of the findings with E8UHE8AIIQN Qf 

l't PQSITIONS HELp IN COHMON BETWEEN STATE INDIANS AND 

15 NQH=INDIANS AND suggested alternative solutions TO PRQ8LEMS 

16 EOU«U• including the follo~ing as potential means of 

17 solution: 

18 (a) generally educating non-Indians and Indians as to 

19 the legal and historical context of the Indian country 
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jurisdiction issue to resolve confusion; 

(b) 

resolving 

following: 

(i) 

ceding or retroceding portions of jurisdiction 

confusion by use of any combination of 

interagency arrangements; 

or 

the 

(ii) suggested aaendments to exis~ .ng federal, state, 
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local, or tribal governmental 

codes. or ordinances; 

(iii) litigation. 
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