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INTRODUCED dY 

7kw.f..J 
~ .. 

A BILL ~OR AN ACT ENTITLED: •AN ACT TO SUBHIT TO THE 

~UALIFIED ELECTORS OF MONTANA AN AMENDMENT TO ARTICLE IX• 

St:CTION 5, OF THE MONTANA CONSTITUTION TO PROVIDE FOR 

RETAINING THE INTEREST RECEIVED FROK THt COAL TAX TRUST FUND 

UNTIL 2001 AND TO PROVIDE FOR STATEWIDE ELECTIONS DURING 

2000 TO DETERMINE THE DISPOSITION OF THE ACCUMULATED 

INTEREST.• 

BE IT ENACTED BY THE LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF MONTANA: 

Section 1. Article IX, section 5o of the Montana 

constitution is amended to read as follows: 

•section s. Severance tax on coal -- trust fund. 111 

The leyisl<:ture shall dedicate no..~t less thdn one-fourth 

(1/~1 of th~ coal severance tax to a trust fund, the 

interest and incnDe fro~ ~hich may~ be appropriated~ 

the year 2001 except by ygte gf tnree-fgurths (3t4l of ~ 

members of each hguse of the legislature. The principal of 

the trust shall remain forever inviolate unless appropriated 

23 by vote of three-fourths (3/41 of the members of each house 

24 of the legislature. After OeceuLi>er 3lr 1979r at least fifty 

25 per cent (50%) of the severance tax shall be dedicated to 
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tile· trust fund. 

121 Tbe dis · · posJtiQD of the · · Interest god income 

be determined .b shall ¥ yote of the 1 .. gua •f•ed ¢lectors d . ur•nQ the 

year zooo. The last legislature meeting before the year zooo 

shall propose fgyr (4) alternatives for the disposition of 

the interest aQd-income• "The four 141 alterpatiyes shall be 

subajtted &O the gyalifjed electgrs·at a $tatewide election 

held dUring the first six aontbs Of the year 2000. lbe two 

alteroo:fj)fe:J receivi·ag the greaten ·nyJiber of votes in 'thi$ 

elec:ti on ·sttall be sUI*itted to f.b!! guaH tied electo(s• Wbd 

sba)J cHg4$¢ between the• at a statewide ·election held 

dyrigg 1:.be last six Waf:h$ ot tOe year zooo. Ibe alte(native 

chosen shall be bindiOQ upon tbe legi$1atuce.• 

Section 2. Submission to electorate. When this 

a_,ndment is subaitte<l to the qualified electors of Montana, 

there shall be printed on the ballot the full title of this 

act and the follo~ing words: 

[]FoR reinvesting the interest from the coal tax trust 

funo. 

[]AGAINST reinvesting the interest from the coal tax 

trust fund. 

-End-

-2-



45th Legislature u: 1743/01 

2 

3 

4 

5 

6 

7 

B 

9 

10 

11 

12 

13 

14 

15 

16 

11 

18 

19 

20 

21 

22 

Taxation 

Objection Raised to 
Adverse committee Report 

INTRooucED dY ~ do·-i't=..., 1 \IW""P'"'l\, 

A BILL FOR AN ACT EhTITLED: "AN ACT TO SU~HIT TO THe 

QUALIFIED ELECTORS OF MONTANA AN AMENDMENT TO ARTICLE IX, 

SECTION 5o Of THE MONTANA CDtlSTITUTION TO PROVIDE FOR 

RETAINING THE INTEREST RECEIVED FROM THE COAL TAX TRUST FUND 

UNTIL 2001 AND TO PROVIDE FOR STATEWIDE ELECTIONS DURING 

2000 TO DETERMINE THE DISPOSITION OF THE ACCUMULATED 

INTEREST.• 

BE IT ENACTED BY THE LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF IUJNTANA: 

Section 1. Al"ticle· IX, section s, of the Montana 

constitution is amended to read as follows: 

•section s. Severance tax on coal -- trust fund. ~ 

The legislature shall dedicate not less than one-fourth 

(1/•l of the coal severance tax to a trust fundo the 

interest and inccne from which may 02t be appropriated~ 

the year 2001 except by ygte gf three-fourths 13141 pf the 

members of each bguse of the legiSlature. The principal of 

the trust shall reaain forever inviolate unless appropriated 

23 by vote of three-fourths (3/4) of the members of each house 

24 of the legislature. After December 31, 1979, at least fifty 

25 per cent (50~) of the severance tax shall be dedicated to 
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121 The djspo$jtign of the in~etest apd income shall 

be determined by voLe gf tbe qualified electors durjng tbe 

year zooo. The last legislature mgetjng befo£e tbe year 200Q 

shall ~ro~ose fgur (4) alternatives fpc the disposjtion pf 

the interes:t, and ·;ocome. The ·tour C!tl aUern;ttjygs shall be 

sub•itt8d to the ~·alified e1ecto£s"at a 5tattwid¢ -election 

held ·dy£iog "tile fi£·$t si¥ mont,bs Of the ·yga.; 2QQQ. The two 

altgroot:jygs ce,eiyi·og "f.hc greaten ·number of yote$ ja 1:hjs 

eleCtim ·stJaU be su-.jtt:ed -to fJM! auaJ ified ti)Qcton;, Mho 

shaU dlg<)s¢ bet!CeD "t!ie* at; a $f.ilt.tl!chi@ eiiiQ,jpd btHd 

dydn!l t.hg I au ·six I!Qnt:hs Of "t,be year lOQOa It)d ;tUe(OiJt.hre 

cbQ$en $h411 Qe"bjodjng·u~on £be legi$lat,Y£e•• 

Section 2. Submission to electorate. When this 

a..,ndment is sub•ii:ted to the qualified electors of Kontana9 

there shall be printed on the ballot the full title of this 

act and the following ~ords: 

QFoa reinvesting the interest fr0111 the coal tax tcust 

funo. 

QA&AINST reinvesting the interest from the coal tax 

trust fund. 

-End-

-2-



45th Legislature HB 08L':i/02. 

1 

2 

3 

4 

5 

6 

1 

a 

9 

10 

11 

12 

13 

14 

15 

16 

17 

1d 

1C, 

20 

.2l 

2l 

23 

HOUSt diLL NO. 825 

INTROOULED SY DKISCDLLo SOUTHo MELOY, SCULLY 

SY REQUEST OF THE GOVERNOR 

A BILL FOR AN·ACT ENTITLED: "AN ACT TO SUBMIT TO THE 

QUALIFIED ELECTORS OF MONTANA AN AKENOMENT TO ARTICLE IXo 

SECTIO~ St OF THE KONTANA CuNSTlTUTION TO PROVIDE FOR 

RETAINING THE llHEREST RECEIVED FROM THE COAL TAX TRUST FUND 

UNTIL 2001 AND TO 

2000 TO DETERMINE 

INTEREST.• 

PROVIDE FOR STATEWIDE ELECTIONS DURING 

THE DISPOSITION OF THE ACCUMULATED 

BE IT ENACTED BY THE LEGISLATURE Of THE STATE OF MONTANA: 

Section 1. Article rx, section s. OT the Montana 

constitution is amended to read as follows: 

•section 5. Severance tax on coal -- trust fund. Lll 

The legislature shall dedicate not less than one-fourth 

(l/4) of the coal severance tax to a trust fund, the 

interest and income from which may OQt oe appropriated un~ 

the year 2001 except b~ yote of t~r~-T~pt~--t3~ 

fHRtE-EIETHS (3151 of the members of each house of the 

legislature. The principal of the trust shall remain 

forever inviolate unless appropriated by vote of 

24 three-fourths (3/4) of the members of each house of the 

25 legislature. After December 3lo 1979t at least fifty per 
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cent. (50%) of the severance tax shall be dedicated to the 

trust fund. 

121 Tbe djs~osit!on of the interest aod jocome shall 

pe det~~Q_~yote of the qualified electors durio9 the 

year 20~~ legislature meeting before the ,ear 2000 

~nall propose foyc 141 alternatives for the disposition of 

the interest and jpcope. Ibe foyr 141 alternatiyes shall be 

submitted to the qualified electors at a statewide electjon 

held durlog the first six mgntbs gf tbe year 2000. Ibe two 

alternatives receiving the greatest number of yates jn this 

election sDall be subeitted tg tne qyalified electors. who 

sball chQose ~0 tbem at a statewide election held 

during the last six months of tbe year 2000. The alternative 

cDgseo shall pe binding upon the legislature.• 

Section 2. Submission to electorate. When this 

a.eodment is submitted to the qualified electors of Montana, 

there shall be printed on the ballot the full title of this 

act and the following words: 

FOR reinvesting the interest from the coal tax trust 

fund. 

AGAINST reinvesting the interest from 

trust fund. 

-End-

-2-
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