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IrlTRODUC':'O IW 

A BILL fOR AN ACT ~NTITLEO: •AN ACT TO PROVIDE FOR THE 

SELECTION AJ'IO ACQUISITI.JN •JF OFF-STREAM STORAGC: SITES AND 

THE CONSTRUCTION OF RESERVOIRS BY CONSERVATION 01STRICTS IN 

THE YELl~WSTONE RIVER BASIN AND TO PROVIDE FOR THE SALE OF 

~ATER fROM SUCH RESERVOIRS IN EXCESS OF THE NEEDS OF PriOR 

APPROPRIATO~S ACCOP.DING TO AN ORDERING OF CERTAIN i?,ENEFICJAl 

USF:S.• 

cE IT ENACTED BY THE lEGISlATURE Of THE STATE OF MONTANA: 

Section 1. Selection and acquisition of water storage 

sites in the Yellowstone 3asin by conservation districts. 

(l) Each conservation district within the Yellowstone River 

R~sin shall selPct at least one off-stream water stora~e 

sit~ for the construction of a reservoir. 

(2) If fundin~ is available for a reservoir or other 

reclamation project, the conservation district shall acquire 

the site by purchase. 

(3) Supervisors of conservation districts may 

designate sites for future construction of reservoirs. The 

supervisors shall designate such site by filin~ a le]al 

description thereof in the office of the clerk and recorder 

of the coun~y in which the site is located or the counties 
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in which tn~ site is located if it extends across the 

bound~ries of two or more counties. Upon filina of such 

designntion, the state of Montana. its a gene i -es, or 

political subdivisions may not acouire the properties so 

designated fo~ public purposes other than reservoir sites 

and may not construct any public facilities except 

reservoirs. Supervisors may cancel a site designation by 

filinq notice with the clerk and recorder of the county or 

counties affected. 

Section 2. Funding of stora(Je reservoirs. E<ICh 

dist~ict shall seek funding tor the construction of 

off-stream storaqe reservoirs9 especially funding from the 

renewable resources fund. The department of natural 

r-~sources and conservation shall pr-ovide- assistance., both 

ad~inistrative and technical, in the preparation of nrant 

and funding applications by the districts. 

Section 3. Purposes of off-stre~m stora~e. The 

reservoirs shall provide water storage for appropri~tors 

within the conservation district and shall ~rovide water fnr 

additional beneficial usas. The reservoir may be part of a 

federal reclamation project and may be used to provide flood 

control in the district. 

Section 4. Disposition of excess w~ter. { 1) The 

conservation district may dispose of water in excess of that 

needed to meet the requirements of prior zp?rGpriators ~y 
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1 selling the ~xcess water to any person who will apply the 

2 water to an agr~ed beneficial use ~thin the state. 

3 {2) In making sales under this section. tha district 

4 shall allocate w.ater on the basis of priorities established 

5 by each local district in accordance with 76-109 accordino 

6 to need and beneficial use. 

7 Section 5. Severability. If a part of this act is 

a invalid• all valid parts that are severable from the invalid 

9 part remain in effect. If a part of this act is invalid in 

10 one or .are of its applicationsy the part remains in effect 

11 in all valid applications that are severable from the 

lZ invalid applications. 
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