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INTRODUCED. BY 

1Jnn Q ... 8~1..1. NO. ~ 
(DMM.lriU;. :ON 'R.t.tU.S 

A Bll.L ~DR AN ACT ENTITLED: •AN ACT MAKING THE ELECTION 

CAMPAIGN FUhD PERMANENT AND PROVIDING A SHORT Tl~LE FOR 

CHAPTER 49 OF TITLE 23o R.c.M. 1947; AKEHDING SECTIONS 

23-4901 AND. 23-490<\o ReC.H. 1947; AND REPEALING SECTION 7o 

CHAPTER 263. LAWS OF 1974.• 

BE IT ENACTED BY THE l.EGJ:SLATiaE OF THE STATE :OF HDNTANA: 

Section 1. Seetion 23-~1 •. a.c.M. 1'947. · is a-nded to 

read as follows: 

•23-4901 •. P~rpose:Sbpf\'titJe~ ~is ~he :.~·-~•• ef 

15 1'-i-neiag ef peHt:·ieel·. e-paigns in "t:llia. st:tfte't ~t!e deter\Wi·ne 

16 p~blie reeetie.,. to gras• _ reots partiea·p6tion. in .ee.Paign 

17 f'inB'neina t:hrOtlli!lh 11 desi Oi!IHU::ion .by 11. t!-plliJer .of. one .. lksller 

18 tnt. of his ·t:ex Habilit:J .to a eiiiiP8ili!l·n nndl entl te an-

19 1egis1et!ioe rewiew.of pahlic.eeepeiga.finaneing blliSed ~pon 

20 

21 This chagtgr eay ·be "citgd· as •Tne·Publjc ca~pa;gu·Fund 

22 .Kt!!·· 

23 Section 2. Section 23-~904o R.c.M. 1947• is amended to 

24 read as follows: 

25 •23-4904. Eleet!ion ~ caapaign fund. (1) There is 
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en.etee~ian·a pqbli¢ ca~aign fund within the ear.arked 

revenue fund provided for in section 7~10• 

(2) All 110nies designated un~er section 2 [23-4902] of 

this act shall be deposited in the fund. 

(3) Five (5) eonths be~ore the general: election in a 

gubernatorial election year all eonies in ·the ~und·shall be 

paid over in . equal iHIOUnts to the treasure I' c ,of each 

political partyw to be spent only for ·the legiti.ae 

ca~~paign expenses o~ t:he. gube.rnatoria"l Clelndhlate.• 

Section· 3. Repealer. Section · 7, Chapter 263, Laws of 

1974• is repealed. 

-End- . 

-z- ~.8J?J.? 



April 14, 1977 

SENATE 
COMMITTEE OF THE WHOLE 

That House Bill No. 808 be amended as follows: 

1. Amend title, line 7. 
Following: "23-4901 11 

Strike: 11 and 11 

Insert: ", 23-4902," 
Following: "23-4904, 11 

Insert: "and 23-4906, 11 

2. Amend page l, section 1, line 23. 
Following: line 22 
Insert: "Section 2. Section 23-4902, R.C.M. 1947, is amended 

to read as follo~s: 
''23-4902. Definitions. As used in this act, unless the context 
requires otherwise: 
(l) "Fund .. means the election campaign fund established ln 
section 4 (23-4904) of this act. 
(2) "P0litical party .. is a party whose candidate for governor 
in th~ last general election re6eived five per cent (5%) or more 
of the total votes cast for that office as v~rified by the secretar~ 
of state. .,.J 
(3) "Department" means the department of revenue provided for in 
Title 82A, chapter 18. 
(4) "Candidate., means an individual who has been nominated by a 
political party for election to ehe-ef~iee-ef-~eve~fte~-ef public 
office in this state. 
(5) "Individual" means a natural person." " 

Renumber: subsequent section 

3. Amend page 2, section 2, line 9. 
Following: "of" 
Strike: "the gubernatorial candidate" 
Insert: "candidates for public offices which offices have been 

designated by the legislature" 

4. Amend page 2, section 2, line 10. 
Following: line 9 
Insert: "Section 4. Section 23-4906, R.C.M. 1947, lS amended to 

read as follows: 
11 23-4906. Penalties for violation. The use of moneys from the 
fund by anyone for any purpo~e other than the legitimate campaign 
expenses of a candidate for ~everfter a designat~d public office 
is an offense and is punishable by imprisonment for not more -
than one (1) year, or by a fine of not more than five thousand 
dollars ($5,000), or by both. 11 

" 

Renumber: subsequent section 
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HOUSE BILL NO. 808 

INTRODUCED BY COMMITTEE ON RULES 

A BILL FOR AN ACT ENTITLfO: •AN ACT MAKING THE ELECTION 

CAMPAIGN FU~D PERMANENT AND PROVIDING A SHORT TITLE FOR 

CHAPTtK ~9 OF TITLE 23, R.C.K. 1947; AMENDING SECTIONS 

23-4901 ~NSo 23-4902o 23-4904, AND 23-490&, R.C.H. 1947; AND 

REPEALING SECTION 7o CHAPTER 263, LAWS OF 1974." 

BE IT ENACTED BY THE LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE Of MONTANA: 

Section 1. Section 23-~901, R.C.M. 1947• is amended to 

read as follows: 

"23-4901. l"ttf'pe~ Short tjt]e. ~~-1--~tH'pe~ 

t:h+~-.. e~-~-e++ew-i:t'l~ftfltte~+-or-pef'i 01en~ ; n t:he1Hfb++e 

~+ne~+ne-e~-pe++t:+ee+-e&Mpe~n~-+n-t:h+-~t:~-t:e-det:ef'M+~ 

pttb++e-f'e8et:tot~-te-qf'e~~--t'flet:~--p8f't:+et.,..t:+en in ee~ 

~+n .. ne+ne--t:hf'ettqh-e-d~+q~etrbT-e-t:e~eyet"-ef-~de++e.. 

tSTt-o~-h+~-t;e~-++ab+++~T-~~~-~-end--t:e--e++ew 

+eqi~e~+ve--f'ev+ew--&r-~b++e-eempa+~+"e"e+"q-hft~~ttpen 

~he-f'e~tt+t:~-e~-~he-++~t:ed-~f'tment:-eu+hef'+red-by-th+~-ee~ 

~~er may be cjted as •The Pyb!jc Campaign fund Act•. 

StCIIQN 2. SECTION 23-4902, R.C.H. 1947, IS AMENDED TO 

&EAO AS FOLLOWS: 

•23-4902. Definitions. As used in this act, unless the 

context requires otherwise: 
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(1) •Fund• means the election campaign fund 

established in section 4 [23-4904] of this act. 

(2) •Political party• is a party whose candidate for 

governor in the last general election received five percent 

(5%) or 010re of the total votes cast for that office as 

verified b~ the secretary of state. 

(3) •Department• means the department of revenue 

provided for in Title 82A, chapter 18. 

(4) •candidate• •eans an individual who has been 

no•inated by a political party for election 

~~r-&r pybljc offjce jo this state. 

(5) •Individual• •eans a natural person.• 

Section 3. Section 23-4904o R.t.M. 1947, is aMended to 

read as follows: 

•23-4904. E+eet:+en £ubll£ campaign fund. (1) There is 

an-e+eet+on a publjc campaign fund within the ear•arked 

revenue fund provided for in section 79-410. 

(2) All •onies designated under section 2 [23-4902] of 

this act shall be deposited in the fund. 

(3) Five (5) months before the general election in a 

gubernatorial election year all MOnies in the fund shall be 

paid over in equal amounts to the treasurer of each 

political party. to be spent only for the legitimate 

campaiqn expenses of the-~net:o~+a+-eeftd+dat:e CANDIDATES 

FOR PUBLIC OFFICES WHICH QFEJCES HAVE BEEN QESIGNATEP BY THE 

-2- HB 808 
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1 LEGISlATURE.• 

2 SECTION 4. SECTION 23-4906. R.C.H, 1947o IS AHENDED TO 

3 READ AS FOLLOWS: 

4 •zJ-4906. Penalties for violation. The use of moneys 

5 from the fund by anyone for any purpose other than the 

6 legitimate ca~paiqn expenses of a candidate for ~~or ~ 

7 designated public office is an offense and is punishable by 

8 i•prisonment for not more than one (ll yearo or by a fine of 

9 not more than five thousand dollars (S5o000Jo or by both.• 

10 Section 5. Repealer. Section lo Chapter 263o Laws of 

11 1974o is repealed. 

-End-

-3- HB 808 


