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THiODGH THE LSGlSLATlfl! 

COIII!ITTEES; l!!EJDliG S!CTIOIS 43-218, 43-710, 

43-712, 43-713, 113-714, 43-715, lliD 43-717, B.C.II, 1947; 

REl'BlLIJG Sl!CTIOIIS llJ-716, llJ-718, 82-4203,2, 82-4203,3, 

82-Q203,4, liD 82-4203,5, B,C.I!, 1947; liiD l'ROJIDIIIG All 

II!III!DllTE EFPECTIJI DATE.• 

BE IT EHACTED BY TBE LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE CF IIORTAil: 

Sect-ion 1. Tllere is a nev B.C.!!. section tllat reads as 

follows: 

l?'urpose. (1) The legislature finds itself currently 

directing the operation of a state goYernvent vith budget 

requirevents in excess of $1 billion and that e•ploys 

approxi•ately ?,000 persons. Because of the potential\for 

deyelopvent of the state's •ineral and tivber reser•es ~ 

vell as tile great likelihood for growth in our agricultu~~ 

and business cov1unities in the futu~e. there is also a 
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potential for grovtl1 iu the size and co•Flexity of 

goYern•ent. In order to adequately represent the people of 

~ontana and to obtain sufficient infor•ation to set policy 

and guide its ilple•entation, a ne• capacity for legislati•e 

oYersight and policy study •ust be deyeloped. 

(2) It is the purpose of this act to develop this 

capacity in a vanne~ that vill: 

(a) not abuse the constitutional prerogatives of 

either the executiYe or legislatiYe branches of goYern•ent; 

(b) respect tbe wishes of !ontana's people that the 

legislature be in session for tbe vini•u• necessary ti•e; 

(c) establish a syste1 whereby legislative business 

can be conducted in a ti•ely and prudent •anner; 

(d) give the legislature the ability to adYise and 

o•ersee state goyernaent agencies as they carry out 

legislative policy; 

{e) proYide the legislature vitb a •uch greate~ 

ability to be inforved about state issues, tllus vaking the 

legislature a •ore effectiYe body; and 

(f) enable the legislature to guide the develcf•ent of 

state goyern•ent so as to enable the accoaplishaent cf 

•eaningfnl progra•s vith efficiency and in a manner 

responsiye to tbe needs of the state and its taxfayers. 

Section 2. There is a nev B.C.!!. section that reads as 

follows: 
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Leqi sla ti 't'e standing coaaittees. (1) The standing 

coaaittees of the house and senate are as follows: 

(a) agriculture. li't'estock. and irrigation: 

(b) budget and prograa planning; 

(c) business and industry; 

(d) coaauni ty affairs; 

(e) education; 

(f) fish and gue; 

(g) 

(b) 

(i) 

(j) 

hiqhvays and transportation; 

institutions; 

judiciary: 

labor and eaployaent relations; 

(k) leqislatiwe adainistration; 

{1) natural resources and conservation; 

(a) public health. welfare. and social services: 

(n) re't'enue; 

(o) rules; and 

(p) state lands and adainistraticn. 

(2) Interia coaaittees are joint coaaittees of the 

house and senate foraed froa the aeahership in the standing 

coaaittees as pro•ided in [section 7]. 

Section 3. There is a new R.C.B. section that reads as 

follows: 

Coaaittee aeeting 

special sessions of 

schedule. (1) During regular and 

the leqislature. standing comaittees 
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shall aeet in accordance with the schedule prescribed ty the 

presiding officer of each house and subject to the call of 

the coaaittee chairaan. 

(2) During interia periods. the interia committees 

shall aeet at the call of the coaaittee chairaan but not 

•ore than once a aonth at aeetings that aay not exceed 2 

days unless additional aeeting tiae is authorized by the 

speaker of the house and the president of the senate. 

Section 11. 

follows: 

There is a new R.C.B. section that reads as 

Coaaittee responsibility to advise and •ani tor: 

executi't'e branch agencies. (1) Legislati't'e standing and 

interi• coaaittees shall ad't'ise and O't'ersee executi't'e trancb 

agencies as authorized by this section in accordance with 

the following assign•ents: 

(a) aqriculture. li't'estock, and irriqation: 

departaents of agriculture and livestock; 

(b) budqet and prograa planning: governor's office of 

budget and progra• planning; 

(c) business and industry: depart•ents o£ tusiness 

regulation. professional and occupational licensing, and 

public ser't'ice regulation; 

(d) 

affairs; 

(e) 

co•aunity 

education: 

affairs: departaent of co••unity 

state board of education and cffice cf 
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the superintendent of public instruction; 

(f) fish and gaae: departaent of fish and gaae; 

(g) highways 

highways; 

and transportation: departaent of 

(h) institutions: departaent of institutions: 

(i) jadiciary: tbe state judiciary. departaent of 

justice. coaaissioner of caapaign finances and practices. 

and state law library; 

(j) labor and eaployaent relations: departaent of 

labor and industry and capitol eaployees credit union; 

(k) natural resources and conservation: departaent of 

natural resources and conservation; 

(1) public health. welfare. aad social services: 

deFartaents of health and environaental sciences and social 

and rehabilitation services; 

1•1 revenue: departaent of revenue; 

(n) state lands and adainistration: departaents of 

adainistration, ailitary affairs, and state lands. 

(2} Duties of coaaittees with regard to the agencies 

they advise and aonitor include: 

(a) review of agency rules and notification of the 

agency when rules do not aeet legislative intent in the 

opinion of the coaaittee; 

(b} advise an agency concerning its inte~:nal 

organization and reorganization activities; 
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(c) review of agency budget dewelopaent tc assure 

budgets are deweloped in the best interest of the state; and 

(d) generally advise the agency of policy when agency 

decisions deviate froa legislatiwe intent. 

Section 5. There is a new B.C.!. section that reads as 

follows: 

Coaaittees to conduct interia studies. Interia standing 

coaaittees shall conduct all interi• studies assigned by the 

legislatiwe coaaittee on prio~ities. 

Section 6. there is a new B.C.!. section that reads as 

follovs: 

Coaaittee adainistration. (1) The interi• coaaittee 

chair•an shall prepare an estiaatEd interia coaaittee 

schedule aad budget and subait thea to the legislative 

coaaittee on priorities for its approval. The proposed 

budget shall include an esti•ate of out-of-state travel tor 

aeabers of the coaaittee in connection vith coaaittee 

responsibilities. Coaaittee staffing and support services 

shall be adainistered by the legislatiwe council. 

(2} ln interia co•aittee aay request policy research 

and legal services assistance froa the legislative council. 

(3) An interia co•ai ttee aay request assistance fro a 

the legislative finance co••ittee in connection •ith its 

budget review and developaeut responsibility. 

(4) ln interia coaaittee shall keef itself infor•ed of 
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and •ake recoaaendations concerning findings cf the 

legislative audit coaaittee in connection with its area of 

responsibility. 

{5) An interia coaaittee aay request assistance froa 

any other legislative coaaittee that aay be established. 

section 1. There is a new B.C.!. section that ~eads as 

follows: 

Appointaent of standing and interia ccaaittees. (1) The 

senate shall elect a coaaittee on coaaittees as provided in 

its rules. The coaaittee on coaaittees with the app~oval of 

the senate shall appoint the standing coaaittees of the 

senate. 

(2) The speaker of the house shall appoint the aeabers 

of the house standing coaaittees. 

(3) The appointing authority in each house shall 

appoint the standing coaaittee chairaen. 

(4) The chairaan of each standing coaaittee shall 

appoint half or the nearest ahole nuaber over half cf tbe 

aeabers of tbat standing coaaittee to se~ve on tbe interia 

coaaittee. Xo aeaber aay serve on acre than one inte~i• 

coaaittee except to fill a vacancy created by a aeaber wbo 

declines to serve. ihen a aeaber of a standing coamittee 

declines to serve on an interia coaaittee and the chai~can 

is unable to appoint a aeabe~ frca his coaaitte~, tbe 

presiding officer of the respective bouse shall appoint a 
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aeaber to serve on the coaaittee. 

(5) The interia coaaittees shall aeet jointly and 

elect a chairaan and vice-chairaan. The chairaan shall he 

the house 

coaaittee. 

or 

The 

vice-chairaan. 

senate chairaan 

chairaan not 

of the respective standing 

elected shall be the 

Section 8. There is a new R.C.~. section that reads as 

fellows: 

Liaitation on interi• coaaittees. No interia cca•ittee 

say be appointed to ser•e except as established hy law. 

Section 9. section 43-218, B.c.~. 1947, is aaended to 

read as follows: 

nq3-218. Pre-session caucus -- bouse app£op£iation and 

senate finance and claias coaaittee aeabeL -- per die• and 

expenses. As soon after the official canvass as possible, 

but not later than Deceaber 1 of each year following an 

election when aeabers of the legislature are elected, the 

aajority and ainority parties of each bouse cf the 

legislature shall hold a pLe-sessicn caucus for holdover 

senators, senators-elect, and representatives-elect. Tbe 

purpose of the caucus of each party of each house is to 

elect officers, appoint coaaittees and hiLe any necessaLy 

eaployees. "embe~s of the house apprepr•atiaae ea•aittse and 

~ senate fiaaase aa~ &laias saa•ittee BUd~ and ~rogra! 

£!anning coaaittees naaed at the caucus shall begin 
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reviewing requests for appropriations iaaediately and aay 

visit state agencies and institutions to discuss requests. 

~eabers of tbese coaaittees shall receive a daily salary aE 

provided in section 113-310, B.C.!. 1941, and forty dollars 

($110) per day expenses for each day engaged in coaaittee 

business. Salary and expenses shall be paid by the 

departaent of adainistration froa the appropriation tor 

operation of the preceding legislature.• 

Section 10. Section 113-710, R.C.ft. 19111, is aaended to 

read as tallows: 

•113-710. Powers and duties. (1) If a question of 

state-vide iaportance arises when the legislature is not in 

session and a sa~eea•i•••• AA_inteii!_soaaittee has not been 

appeia~ei ~~signed to consider the question, the legislative 

council shall, with the concurrence of tbe priorities 

coaaittee, assign such question to an appropriate 

ealoeeaai~·•ee interia coaai t te!l• 

(2) The legislative council sball supervise tbe 

activities of the council staff. 

(3) The legislative council shall assist in t be 

preparation and subaission of all staaiia~ aad Eelest 

i!llill coaaittee aaa salosaaaittee reports and 

recoaaendations tc the legislature. 

(II) Tbis section shall not be construed to perait the 

council to approve or disapprove of any substantive portions 
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or recoaaendations of .21! _ _!!!tE!!! 

coaaittee aai sa&eea•i•tea report." 

Section 11, Section 113-711, ll.C.!, 19111, is aaended to 

read as follows: 

"113-111. Executive director personnel -- interi~ 

standing~ and select coaaittees. (1) The legislative 

council aay eaploy an executive director and such other 

personnel, not aeabers of the council, as it dee•s necessary 

to assist in the preparation of interia standing£ and select 

coaaittee aa~ s&&seaait4ee reports and recoaaendations, 

proposed legislative acts and any otber activities and shall 

fix the coapensation of such eaployees. It shall further 

have the paver to eaploy the services of any research agency 

which it deeas necessary in the discharge of its duties. 

(2) The legislative council aay establish functional 

divisions witbin the council staff in order to carry out all 

of tbe responsibilities delegated to tbe council by law or 

legislative rule, and shall include the follovinq: 

(a) Legislative services division; 

{i) engrossing and enrolling, 

(ii) aai lrooa • 

(iii) printing; 

(b) Research and reference services division; 

(i) general and specialized legislative research, 

{ii) legislative reference and inforaation, including 
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preparation and publication of the Legislative Review to te 

sold at the cost of the publication plus postage, 

(iii) coaaittee staffing when tbe legislature is not in 

sessioD: 

(c) Legal services di "fision; 

(i) bill drafting, 

(ii) legal counseling, 

(iii) this division is authorized to assign code 

section nuabers and catch lines to bills which have passed 

both honses withont catch lines or section nuabers prior to 

the enrolling process. 

(d) !anageaent and business services division; 

(i) aaintain bookkeeping records, 

(ii) sign claias and payrolls. 

(iii) order all printing. supflies, and equipaent, 

(iv) serve house and senate during the session.• 

Section 12. Section 43-712. B.C.!. 1947, is aaended to 

read as follows: 

"43-712. Power to in•estigate and exaaine. The 

legislative council, ea Qehalf ef ~ assist inter1~ 

standing£ and select coaaittees aa4 &v~eaaaittees, shall 

loa•e aateeE"ity to investigate and exaaine into the costs cf 

state governaental activities and •ay examine and inspect 

all records, books and files of any depart•ent, agency, 

coaaission, board or institution of the state of !ontana." 
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Section 13. section 43-713, R.C.!. 1947, is aaended to 

read as follows: 

"43-713. Hearings oaths. subpoenas, coapelling 

attendance of witnesses and production of records 

conteapt proceedings. In the discharge of its duties on 

behalf of interia, _select~ standing cc•mittees ~ 

sal!eeaaittf!ee, the legislati"fe council shall have authority 

to hold bearings, ad•inister oaths. issue subpoenas, compel 

the attendance of witnesses, and the production of any 

papers, books, accounts, docuaeats and testi•ony, and to 

cause depositions of witnesses to be taken in the aanner 

prescribed by lav for taking depositions in civil actions in 

the district court. In case of disotedience on tbe rart cf 

any person to co•ply with any subpoena issued by the council 

on behalf of a ap interia, select. or standing co•aittee ~ 

saaeeaait*"e or of the refusal of any witness to testify on 

any •attars regarding which he •ay be la~fully interrogated, 

it shall be the duty of the district court of any county or 

the judge thereof, on app1ication of the legislative council 

to coapel obedience by proceedings for contempt as in the 

case of disobedience of tbe require•ents cf a sutpoena 

issued fro• such court on a refusal to testify therein." 

Section 1~. Section ~3-714, R.C.H. 1947, is a•ended to 

read as follows: 

"43-714, Expenses, lhen the legislature is net in 
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session, aeabers of the legislative council, tae le!i&la•ive 

s•assa•ittees, selest aa4 slaa4ia~ sa••il•aas, and interi• 

~ittees while going to, attending, and returning from 

legislative coaaittee aeetings and other necessary co••ittee 

business authori%ed by the chair•an of the legislative 

council are entitled to: 

(1) a aileage allowance as allowed by section 59-801, 

(2) actual expenses, as provided for in sections 

59-538 and 59-539, and 

(3) coapensation as provided by law." 

section 15. section UJ-715, R.c.e. 1947, is aaended to 

read as follows: 

"113--115. organization officers rules of 

procedure and records. The legislative council shall 

organi%e iaaediately following appointaent by electing one 

(1) of its aeabers as its chairaan and by electing such 

other officers fro• a•ong its •e•bership as the council aay 

dee• desirable. The council is eapowered to adopt rules of 

procedure and to aake all arrange•ents fer its aeetings and 

to carry out the purpose for vbich it is created. The 

council and the Sllliee••illees i.tlll!L__EE~itte_!l~ are 

directed to keep accurate records of their activities and 

proceedings." 

Section 16. Section 43-717, B.C.M. 19U7, is a•ended to 

read as fallows: 

-13-
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"43-717. Legislative co•aittee on frio~:ities 

2 co•position functions. (1) There is created a 

3 legislative coaaittee on priorities which shall be co•posed 

q of eight (B) •e•bers of the house rules co••ittee, fcur (4) 

5 of vhoa shall be of the sa•e political farty, and eight (8) 

6 aeabers of the senate rules coaaittee, four (II) cf who• 

1 shall be of the saae political farty. 

8 (2) The coaaittee on priorities shall be appointed at 

9 the sa•e ti•e as all other standing co•aittees. 

10 (3} The coa•ittee on priorities shall consider 

1 1 resolutions requesting council studies and all other study 

12 requests and establish and prepare a list cf priorities froa 

13 aaong thea. 

H stailies eaP£ied eYe£ te \~e seaaail £&!ala£ sessiea. The 

15 co••ittee shall transait the list to the legislative ccuncil 

16 before the end of each regular session and shall assign the 

17 &ills aai studies to the appropriate s\aailiB'I inte ria 

18 coaaittee in the order in which the studies aai &ills appear 

19 on the list of priorities. The coa•ittee shall assign as 

20 aany studies aa4 liills as the resources of the council staff 

21 allows." 

22 Section 17. Seyerability. If a part of this act is 

23 invalid. all valid parts that are severable fro• the invalid 

211 part reaain in effect. If a part of this act is invalid in 

25 one or acre of its apFlicaticns, the paJ:t re•ains in effect 
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in all valid applications that are severable fro• the 

2 invalid applications. 

3 Section 18, Repealer. Sections 43-716. 43-718. 

~ 82-4203.2. 82-~203.3. 82-4203,4• and 82-4203.5. B.C.~. 1947. 

5 are repealed, 

6 Section 19, Effective date. This act is effective on 

7 its passage and approval. Co••ittee structure shall be 

B i•.adiately realigned so as to coaaence functions authorized 

9 by tbis act i•aediately upon adjournaent of tbe 45th 

10 leqislatore or as sooo as possible thereafter. 

-Bod-
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STATE OF MONTANA 
REQUEST NO .. 597- 77 

FISCAL NOTE 

Form BD-15 • _.i 

----------------------------------------------------------~ 
In compliance with a written request received February ~4_- __ . 19 _77 , there is hereby submitted a Fiscal Note 

for ___ . __ tf~!-1~~ -~_iJI_ J~------- pursuant to Chapter 53, Laws of Montana, 1965- Thirty·Ninth Legislative Assembly. 

Background information used in developing this Fiscal Note is available from the Office of Budget and Progr .m Planning, to members 

of the Legislature upon request. ---------------------------·-· --------
DESCRIPTION OF PROPOSED LEGISLATION: 

House Bill 796 is an act authorizing expanded functions for legislative interim committees and authorizi11g sixteen (16) 
standing committees. 

ASSUMPTIONS: 

1. There will be sixteen (16) committees as listed below: 
(a) Four (4) committees will have ten (10) members and will meet two {2) days per month. 
(b) Eight (8) committees will have ten (10) members and will meet one {1) day every other month. 
(c) Four (4) committees, having the least workload, will have a total of thirty (30) members - - one (1) committee 

with ten (10); one (1) committee with eight (8); and two {2) committees with six (6) members. Each of these 
will meet one ( 1) day every four (4) months. 

The amount of workload will determine the size of the committee and frequency of the meetings. 
2. Legislators receive a salary of $31.62 per day plus $40.00 expenses, and mileage at 15 cents for an average of 350 miles 

per round trip. 50% of legislators need an extra day for travel. 
3. The four (4) committees in 1 (a) above would need a full-time staff person. The remaining committees would need half· 

time staff. This would require an additional six (6) researchers. 
4. The Legislative Council estimates they will need an additional bookkeeper and four (4) secretaries. They would also ne<~ 

four (4) typewriters and one( 1) calculator. 

FISCAL IMPACT: 

Increased legislative travel and salaries 
Increased salaries and equipment for Legislative Council 

Total increased cost 1979 biennium 

NOTE: 

1979 Interim 

$241,978 
322.280 

$564.258 

A supplemental appropriation would be required for the Legislative Council for FY 77 of $50,000. No 
estimate can be made of the impact on the various state agencies of meeting with the interim committees. 

L.-4 rL. & .. ~ 
BUDGET DIRECTOR 

Office of Budget and Program Planning 

Date: ~ ... :a,.')( -17 -r ~ 



' 

li5th Legislature )99j0 1 

~r<'r'"'"'o;;::;~ 
Without recommendation 

: J' 1~~~B=I~~~L~~~c1.~~~~~~~~~~~~ 
31illulfl-·(~ 1~ ~~-" 
i.J.d .. v·~ ~""' ~ 4 ~LL FOR 18 E ITLED: ll ACT 

~~TRUC~URE Of THE LEGISLATOR!; 

{:
) ~ 0 FOil LEGISLATIVE COI'IIIITTEES: 
(G"-' 

BEVISIIG 

7 ADIIIMISTRITIVE REVIEW AND STDDI PROCESS; 

~: 
10 

11 

12 

13 

14 

15 

16 

11 

18 

19 

20 

21 

22 

23 

2!1 

25 

OF IRTERIII COI'II'IITTEES; PROVIDIHG FOR COI'II'IITTEE 

THROUGH THE LEGISLATIVE 

COI!I'IITTEES; li'I!IDIIG SBCTIOIS 43-218. 43-710, 

113-712. 43-713, 113-714, 43-715, liD 113-717. B.C,I'I, 1947; 

REPEALIIG SECTIONS 43-716, 43-718, 82-4203,2. 82-4203,3. 

82-4203,11, AID 82-11203.5, R,C,!I. 1 9117; AND PBOV.JDIHG All 

II'II'IEDIITE EPPECTIVI DATE,• 

BE IT ENACTED BY THE LEGISLATURE OF TBE STATE CP I'IOHTANA: 

Section 1. Thece is a new R,C,I'I. section that reads as 

follows: 

Pucpose. (1) The legislature finds itself currently 

directing the operation of a state governaent with budget 

requireaents in excess of $1 

approxiaately 7,000 persons. 

billion and that eaploys 

Because of the potential\fcr 
\ 

develop•ent of the state's •ineral and ti•bec reserves as 

well as the great likelihood for growth in our aqricultur~ 

and business communities in the future, there 1s dlso d 
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potential for growth in the size and coaplexity of 

govern•ent, In order to adequately represent the people of 

!ontana and to obtain sufficient inforaation to set policy 

and guide its iaple•eotation, a new capacity for legislative 

oversight and policy study •nst be developed, 

(2) It is the purpose of this act to develop this 

capacity in a aanner that will: 

{a) not abuse the constitutional prerogatives of 

either the executive oc legislative branches of governaent; 

(b) respect the wishes of l'lontana•s people that the 

legislature be in session for the ainiau• necessary tiae; 

{c) establish a SJSte• whereby legislative business 

can be conducted in a tiaelJ and prudent aanner; 

(d) give the legislature tbe ability to advi~e and 

oversee state governaent agencies as they carry out 

legislative Folicy; 

(e) provide the legislature with a auch greater 

ability to be inforaed about state issues, thus aaking the 

legislature a •ore effective body; ani! 

(f) enable the legislature to guide the developaent of 

state govern•ent so as to enable the acco•plisbaent cf 

•eaningful progra•s vitb efficiency and in a manner 

cesponsive to the needs of the state and its taxpayers. 

Section 2. There is a new R.C.!, section that reads as 

follows: 

-2-
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Legislative standing coaaittees. ( 1) The standing 

coaaittees of the bouse and senate are as follovs: 

(a) agriculture. liYestock. and irrigation: 

(b) budget and prograa planning; 

(c) business and industry; 

(d) coaaunity affairs; 

(e) education; 

(f) fish and gaae; 

(g) highways and transportation; 

illstitutions; 

judiciary; 

(h) 

(i) 

{j) labor aud eaployaent relations; 

(k) legislative adainistratioo: 

(1) natural resources and conservation: 

(a) public health. welfare, and social services; 

(n) revenue; 

(o) rules; and 

(PI state lands and adainistraticn. 

(2) Interia coaaittees are joint comaittees cf the 

house and senate foraed fro• the aeabership in the standing 

co•aittees as provided in [section 7]. 

Section 3. There is a nev R.c.a. section that reads as 

follows: 

Coaaittee aeeting 

special sessions of 

schedule. 11) Dur:ing regular: and 

the legislature, standing comaittees 
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shall aeet in accordance with the schedule prescrited ty the 

presiding officer of each house and subject to the call of 

the coaaittee chairaao. 

(2) During inter:ia periods. the interi• committees 

shall aeet at the call of the coaaittee chair:aan but not 

aor:e than once a aonth at aeetings that aay not exceed 2 

days unless additional aeeting tiae is authorized by the 

speaker of the house and the president cf the senate. 

section 4. There is a new R.C.~. section that reads as 

follows: 

coaaittee responsibility 

executive branch agencies. ( 1) 

to advise 

LegislatiYe 

and mani tor 

standing and 

interia coa•ittees shall advise and oversee executive trancb 

agencies as antbor:ized by this section in accordance vith 

the following assignaents: 

(a) agriculture, liYestoclt. and irrigation: 

depart!lents of agriculture and livestock; 

(b) budget and progra• planning: governor's office of 

budget and prograa planning; 

(c) business and industry: departaents of tusiness 

regulat"ion, professional and occupational licen~ing, and 

putlic service regulation: 

(d) CO!IIIUDi ty 

affairs: 

affairs: deFart •ent cf CO!UUnity 

(e) education: state board of education and cffice cf 
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the superintendent of public instruction; 

(f) fish and gaae: departaent of fish and qa•e; 

(g) highways and transportation: depart•ent cf 

highways; 

(h) institutions: depart•ent of institutions; 

(i) judiciary: the state judiciary, depart•ent of 

justice. coa•issioner of caapaign finances and practices, 

and state lav library; 

(j) labor and e•ployaent relations: departaent of 

labor and industry and capitol eaployees credit unicn; 

(k) natural resources and conservation: departaent of 

natural resources and conservation; 

(1) public bealth, welfare, aid social ~ervices: 

depart•ents of health and environaental sciences and social 

and rehabilitation services; 

(a) revenue: departaent of revenue; 

(n) state lands and adainistration: depart•ents of 

ad•inistration, ailitary affairs, and state lands. 

(2) Duties of coaaittees vitb regard to the agencies 

they advise and aonitor include: 

(a) review of agency rules and notification of the 

agency when rules do not aeet legislative intent in the 

opinion of the co••ittee; 

(b) advise an agency concerning its internal 

organization and reorganization activities; 
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(c) review of agency budget developaent tc assure 

budgets are developed in the best interest of the state; and 

(d) generally advise the agency of policy when agency 

decisions deviate fro• legislative intent. 

Section 5. There is a nev B.C.!. section that reads as 

follows: 

Coaaittees to conduct interia studies. Interia standing 

coaaittees shall conduct all interia studies assigned by the 

legislative coa•ittee on priorities. 

section 6. There is a new B.C.!. section that reads as 

follows: 

Co••ittee adainistratioa. (1) The interi• co••ittee 

chairaan sball prepare an esti•ated interi• co•aittee 

schedule and budget and subait thea to the legislative 

coa•ittee on priorities for its approval. The proposed 

budget shall include an estiaate of out-of-state traYel for 

•eabers of the co••ittee in connection with coamittee 

responsibilities. Co•aittee staffing and support services 

shall be ad•inistered by the legislatiYe council. 

{2) &n interia coaaittee •aJ request policy researcb 

and legal services assistance fro• the legislative council. 

(3) &n interi• co••ittee •ay request assistance fro• 

the legislative finance co••ittee in connection with its 

budget reYiew and develop•ent responsibility. 

(4) ln interi• co•aittee shall kee( itself infox•ed of 
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and •ate recoa•eodations concerning findings cf the 

2 legislative audit co•wittee in eonnection with its area of 

3 responsibility. 

II (5) An interi• cow•ittee ~ay request assistance fro• 

5 any other legislative coa•ittee that •ay be established. 

6 section 7. There is a nev B.c.~. section that reads as 

7 follows: 

e Appointaent of standing and interia cc•aittees. (1) The 

9 senate shall elect a coawittee on co••ittees as provided in 

10 its rules. The co••ittee on co••ittees vith the approval of 

11 the senate shall appoint the standing coa•ittees of the 

12 senate. 

13 (2) The speaker of the house shall appoint the •e•bers 

111 of the house standing co•aittees. 

15 (3) The appointing authority in each bouse shall 

16 appoint the standing coaaittee cbairaen. 

17 (4) The cbairaan of each standing co••i~tee shall 

18 appoint half or the nearest vbole nuaber ov~' half cf the 

19 •e•bers of that standing coaaittee to serve on the interim 

20 cowaittee. Bo •e•ber aay serve on •ore than one interi• 

21 coawittee except to fill a vacancy created by a •ember who 

22 declines to serve. ~hen a •eaber of a standing committee 

23 declines to serve on an interi• co•mittee and the chairaan 

211 is unable to appoint a •e•ber frca his co•aitte~, the 

25 presiding officer of the respective house shall affOint a 
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•e•ber to serve on the coa•ittee. 

(5) The interia coa•ittees shall •eet jointly and 

elect a chair•an and vice-chair•an. The chair•an shall te 

the house or senate chairaan of the respective standing 

cowaittee. The chairaan not elected shall l:e thE 

vice-cbairaan. 

section B. There is a nev B.c.~. section that reads as 

fellows: 

Li•itation on interia coaaittees. No interi• ccmwittee 

•ay be appointed to serve except as established by lav. 

section 9. Section 43-218, R.C.". 19q1, is a•ended to 

read as follows: 

•43-218. Pre-session caucus-- house ap~ropriation and 

senate finance and claias coaaittee •eaber -- per die• and 

expenses. ls soon after the official canvass as possible, 

bnt not later than Dece•ber 1 of each year following an 

election when aembers of the legislature are elected, the 

wajority and •inority parties of each bouse cf the 

legislature shall hold a pre-session cau~us for holdover 

senators, senators-elect, and representatives-elect. Tbe 

purpose of the caucus of each party of each house is to 

elect officers, appoint co•aittees and hire any necessary 

e•ployees. "embers of the bouse app£ep£~a6ieas ea••ittee and 

~ senate fiaaaoe;e a&~a4ou;; ss••ittee .E!!1illl! ___ a.!Jsj __ f~:9.!:2.! 

£1anni.!Jg_ coa•ittee§ naaed at the caucus shall begin 
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reviewing requests for appropriations iaaediately and aay 

visit state agencies and institutions to discuss requests. 

fteabers of these coaaittees shall receive a daily salary as 

provided in section 43-310, R.C.ft. 1947, and forty dollars 

($QO) per day expenses for each day engaged in coaaittee 

business. Salary and expenses shall be paid by the 

departaent of adainistration froa the appropriation for 

operation of the preceding legislature.• 

Section 10. Section QJ-710, R.C.ft. 19Q7, is aaended to 

read as follows: 

"Ql-710. Powers and duties. (1) If a question of 

state-vide iaportance arises when the legislature is not in 

session and a salleeaai\\ee AJL~i.A-!;o!aittee has _11ot beeu 

appeia,e4 assi~ed to consider the question, the legislative 

council shall, with the concurrence of the priorities 

coaaittee, assign such question to an appropriate 

ea~eeaai••ee interi!-£2~!1!te~. 

(2) The legislative council shall supervise the 

activities of the council staff. 

(3) The legislative council shall assist in t b~ 

preparation and snbaission of all ~~aa4 celeet 

;!nte~h coaaittee reports and 

recoaaendations tc the legislature. 

(II) This section shall not be construed tc perait the 

council to approve or disapprove of any substantive portions 
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or recoaaendations of .s___~~-...t_i_--.... - ,. ..... _.; .......... 1 .......... Al! __ i!!H!l! 

coaaittee aa4 ealleeaai,,ee report." 

Section 11. Section 113-711, B.C.B. 19117, is aaended to 

read as follows: 

"113-711. Executive director personnel -- i~~i~ 

standing~ and select coaaittees. (1} The legislative 

council aay eaploy an ezecutive director and such other 

personnel, not aeabers of the council, as it deeas necessary 

to assist in the preparation of iateri• standing~ and select 

coaaittee aa4 evlleeaat•••• reports and recoaaendations, 

proposed legislative acta and any other activities aad shall 

fix tbe coapensation of such eaployees. It shall further 

have the power to eaploy the services of any research agency 

which it deeas necessary in the discharge of its duties. 

(2) The legislative council aay establish functional 

divisions within the council staff ia order to carry out all 

of the responsibilities delegated to the council by law or 

legislative rule, and shall include the following: 

(a) Legislative services division; 

(i) engrossing and enrolling, 

(i i) aa i lrooa, 

(iii) printing; 

(b) Besearcb and reference services division; 

(i) general and specialized legislative research, 

(ii) legislative reference and inforaation, including 
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preparation and publication of the Legislative Revie* to te 

sold at the cost of the publication plus postage, 

(iii) coaaittee staffing when the legislature is not in 

session; 

(c) Legal services division; 

(i) bill drafting, 

(ii) legal counseling, 

(iii) this division is authorized to assign code 

section nuabers and catch lines to bills which bave rassed 

both bowses without catch liaes or section nuabers prior to 

the enrolling process. 

td) Kanageaent and business services division; 

(il aaintain bookkeeping records, 

(iii sign claias and payrolls, 

(iii) order all printing, snpflies, and equipaent, 

(iv) serve bouse and senate during the session." 

Section 12. section 43-712, B.c.a. 1947, is aaended to 

read as follows: 

"43-712. Power to investigate and exaaine. The 

legislative council, ea ~ehali ei ~ assist _iateri~ 

standingL and select coaaittees aa4 sv~aaaaittees, s&all 

ha•a aatloel!'ity to investigate and exaaine into the costs cf 

state governaental activities and aay exaaine and inspect 

all records, books and files of any department, agency, 

coaaission, board or institution of the state of Kontana." 
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Section 13. section 43-713, R.c.~. 1947, is aaended to 

read as follows: 

"43-713. Hearings oaths, subpoenas, coapelling 

attendance of witnesses and production of reccrds 

conteapt proceedings. In the discharg€ of its duties on 

behalf of interia. select~~g standing ccm•ittees ~ 

sassea•itteae, the legislatiYe council shall haYe authority 

to hold bearings, administer oaths, issue subpoenas, CORFel 

the attendance of witnesses, and the production at any 

papers, boots, accounts, docuaents and testi•ony, and to 

cause depositions of witnesses to be taken in the aanner 

prescribed bj law for taking depositions in ciYil actions in 

the district court. In case of disotedience on the rart cf 

any person to coaply with any subpoena issued by the council 

on behalf of a ap interia, select, or standing coaaittee ~ 

sasssaakttaa or of the refusal of any witness to testify on 

any aatters regarding which he aay be lawfully interrcgated, 

it shall be the duty of the district court of any county or 

the judge thereof, on application of the legislatiYe council 

to coapel obedience by proceedings for conteapt as in the 

case of disobedience of the reguireaents cf a sutpoena 

issued fro• such court en a refusal to testify therein.• 

Section 14. Section 43-714, ~.c.~. 1947, is a•ended to 

read as follows: 

N43-714. Expenses. iben the legislature is net in 
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session, aeabers of the legislative council, tae le~is~.e 

sy~eeaaittees, seleet aei staaiia~ eeaaitteas, ~~i• 

coaaittees while going to, attending, and returning fro• 

legislative coaaittee aeetings and other necessary coaaittee 

business authorized by the chairaan of the legislative 

council are entitled to: 

(1) a aileage allowance as allowed by section 5~801, 

(2) actual expenses, as provided for in sections 

59-538 and 5~539, and 

!3) coapensation as provided by law.• 

Section 15. SectioD 43-715, B.c.!. 1947, is aaended to 

read as follows: 

"43-715. organization officers rules of 

procedure and xecords. The legislative council shall 

organize iaaediately following appointaent by electing one 

(1) of its aeabers as its chaixaan and by electing such 

othex officers fxo• aaong its aeabexship as the council aay 

deea desirable. The council is eapowered to adopt rules of 

procedure and to aake all arrangeaents fer its aeetings and 

to caxry out tbe purpose for vbich it is cxeated. The 

council and tbe &ll~saaaittae& inte,Ill___s.gyi tte~ are 

directed to keep accurate records of their activities and 

pxoceedings." 

section 16. section 43-711, B.C.!. 1947, is aaenoed to 

read as fallows: 
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. "43-717. Legislative coaaittee OD priorities 

coaposition functions. (1) There is created a 

legislative coaaittee on priorities which shall be coaposed 

of eight (8) aeabers of the house rules coaaittee, four (4) 

of whoa shall be of the saae political party, and eight (8) 

aeabers of the senate xules coaaittee, faux (4) of Vhoa 

shall be of the saae political paxty. 

(2) The coaaittee on priorities shall be appointed at 

the saae tiae as all other standing coaaittees. 

(3) The coaaittee on priorities shall consider 

resolutions requesting council studies and all othex study 

requests and establish and pxepare a list of pxioxities froa 

aaoug thea. 

a•aiies ea~Eiei e•aE •e •~e seeaai E8!ala£ aeseiaa. The 

coaaittee shall transait the list to the legislative ccuncil 

before the end of each reqnlax session and shall assign the 

aills aai studies to the appropriate etaaii&I;J interi• 

coaaittee in the order in which the studies aai aille appear 

on the list of priorities. The coaaittee shall assign as 

aany studies aai ~ills as the resources of the council staff 

allows." 

Section 11. Severability. If a part of this act is 

invalid, all valid parts that are severable froa the invalid 

part reaain in effect. If a part of this act is invalid in 

one or aore of its applications, the part reaains in effect 
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in all valid applications that are seyerable froa the 

2 inYalid afplications. 

3 Section 18. Repealer. Sections 43-716, ~3-718, 

4 82-4203.2, 82-4203.3, 82-4203.4, and 82-4203.5, R.C.ft. 1947, 

5 are repealed. 

6 Section 19. EffectiYe date. This act is effective on 

7 its passage and approval. Coaaittee structure shall be 

B iaaediately realigned so as to coaaence functions authorized 

9 bJ this act iaaediately upon adjourn•ent of the 45th 

10 legislature or as soon as possible thereafter. 
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