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Legislative standing cosmittees., (1) The standing
committees of the house and senate are as follows:

(a) agriculture, livestock, apnd irrigation;

{b) budget and program gplanning;

{c} business and industry;

{d) community affairs;

{e} education;

{f) fish and gaae;

{9} highways and transportation;

{b) institutions;

(i} Judiciary;

{J) labor and ewployment relatioans;

{k} legislative administration;

{1) natural resources and conservation;

{m} public health, welfare, and social services;

(n} revenue;

{c} rules; and

(p) state lands and administraticn.

{2) Interim committees are Jjoint committees of the
house and senate formed from the membership in the standing
comnittees as provided in [section 7].

Section 3. There is a new B.C.H. section that reads as
follows:

Committee meeting schedule. (1) During regular and

special sessions of the legislature, standing comaittees
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shall meet in accordance with the schedule prescribed ky the
presiding cfficer of each house and subject to the call of
the committee chairman.

{2) During interim periods, the interia coazittees
shall meet at the call of the cosmittee chairman but not
more thanm once a month at meetings that may not exceed 2
days unless additional meeting time is authorized by the
speaker of the house and the president of the senate.

Section 4. There is a nevw B.C.M. section that reads as
follows:

Committee responsibility to advise and monitor
executive braanch agencies, {1) Llegislative standing and
interia cosmittees shall advise and oversee executive Lranch
agencies as authorized by this sectiom in accordance with
the following assignaents:

{a) agriculture, livestock, and irrigation:
departments of agriculture and livestock;

{b) Dbudget and program planning: governor's office of
budget and prograa planning;

{c} business and industry: departmesnts of tLusiness
regelation, professional and occupatiomal licensing, aand
public service regulation;

{d) comaunity affairs: departasent of comrunity
affairs;

(e) education: state board of education and cffice cf
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the superintendent of public imstruction;

(£} fish and game: department of fish and game;

tg) highways and transportation: departsent cf
highways;

{h} institutions: department of institutions;

(i) Judiciary: the state judiciary, dJdepartment of
justice, cosmissioner of campaign fimances and practices,
and state law library;

{(# labor amnd employmsent relaticns: department of
labor and industry and capitol eaployees credit uaicn;

{k) npatural rescurces and conservatiocn: department of
natural resources and coaservation;

{1} public health, welfare, amd social services:
departments of health and environmental sciences and social
and rehabilitation services;

(») r£evenue: department of revenue;

{n) ~ state lands apd administration: departsments cf
adsinistration, military affairs, apd state lands,

{2} Duties of committees with regard to the agencies
they advise and aonitor include:

{a} review of agency rules and notificaticn of the
agency when rules do not meet legislative intent in the
opinion of the comaittee;

tb} advise an agency concernaing its internal

organization and reorganization activities;
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{c) review of agency Lkudget development tc assure
budgets are developed in the best interest of the state; and

{d) generally advise the agency of policy when agency
decisions deviate fros legislative intent.

Section 5. There is a new R.C.M., section that reads as
follows:

Coasittees to conduct interim studies. Interia standing
committees shall conduct all interis studies assigned by the
legislative cosmittee on priorities,

Section 6. There is a new B.C.H. section that reads as
follows:

Cosmittee administration. (1) The interim committee
chaicman shall prepare an estimated interim ccauittee
schedole and budget and subait them to the legislative
cosmittee on priorities for its approval. The proposed
budget shall include an estimate of out-of-state travel for
sembers of the committee iun connection with committee
responsibilities. Committee staffing and support services
shall be administered by the legislative council.

{2} An interim comaittee may request policy research
and legal services assistance from the legislative ccuncil.

{3) An interis committee may request assistance froa
the legislative finmance comsittee im connection with its
budget review and development respomsibility.

(%) &n interim comsittee shall keep itself informed of
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and make recommendations concerning findings cf the
legislative audit committee in connection with its area of
responsibility.

(5} An interim committee may reguest assistance fros
any other legislative cosmittee that may be established.

Section 7. There is a new R.C.M. section that reads as
follows:

Appointment of standing and interim ccmaittees. (1) The
senate shall elect a committee on committees as provided in
its rules. The committee on committees with the approval of
the senate shall appoimt the standing coamittees of the
senate.

(2) The speaker of the house shall appoint the members
of tke house standing coasittees.

{3) The appointing authority in eack house shall
appoint the standimg committee chairamen.

(4) The chairman of each standing committee shall
appoint half or the nearest whole number over half cf the
menbers of that standing committee to serve on the interin
committee, ¥o wmember may serve on sore than coe interinm
committee except to £ill a vacancy created by a =nember who
declines to serve, Wbhen a member of a standing committee
declines to serve on an interim comaittee and the chaireasn
is unable to appecint a wmember frem his coemittee, the

presiding officer of the respective house shall appoint a
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sember to serve on the committee.

(S) The interim committees shall nmeet jointly and
elect a chairman and wice-chairman. The chairsan shall te
the house or senate chairean of the respective standing
committee, The chairman not elected shall ke the
vice~chairman.

Section 8. There is a new R.C.H. sectioﬁ that reads as
fcllous:

Lisitation on ipterim committees. No interiz ccasittee
nay be appointed to serve except as established by law.

Section 9. Section 43-218, R.C.H. 1947, is amended to
read as follows:

"43-218., Pre-session caucus — house appropriation and
senate fipnance and claims cormittee member — per diem and
expenses. As soon after the official canvass as possible,
but not Jlater than December 1 of each year follcwing anp
election when members of the legislature are elected, the
majority and minority parties of eack Louse cf the
legislature shall kold a pre-sessicnr caucus for bholdover
senators, senators—elect, and representatives—elect, The
purpose of the caucus of each party of each house is to
elect officers, appoint committees and hire any necessary
enployees. Members of the house apprepriatiens—oceasititee and
+he senate £ipance-—and-claims-cemmittee bpudget _and_ _rrogras

planping compittees named at the caucus shall begin
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reviewing requests for appropriations immediately and eay
visit state agencies and institutions to discuss reguests.
Meabers of these coamittees shall receive a daily salary as
provided in section 43-310, BR.C.M. 1947, and forty decllars
($80) per day expenses for each day engaged imn committee
husiness. Salary and expenses shall be paid by the
department of admimistration froem the appreopriation for
operation of the preceding legislatare.®

Section 10. Section 43-710, E.C.B. 1947, is amended to
read as follows:

“43-710, Powers and duties. (1) If a gquestion of
state-wide importamce arises when the legislature is mot in
session and a-sebeessisttee an interim committee has not been
appointed asgigned to consider the guestion, the legisilative
council shall, with +the concurrence of the priorities
coamittee, assign such guestion to an appropriate

suboonsiteee interim commjittee.

(2) The legislative council shall supervise the
activities of the council staff.

{3) The legislative couacil shall assist in the
preparation and submission of all stasdiag—and-——selest

ipterin committee aad———subeoamitiee reports and

recoamendations tc the legislature.
{(4) This section shall pct be construed to permit the

council to approve or disapprove of any substantive porticnms
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or recommendations of a——standiag—and-—seleet ap__ipnterin
coamittee and-seboeasitiee report.”

Section 11, Section 43-711, E.C.K., 1947, is amended to
read as followus:

"43-711. Executive director — Fpersonnel — interim
standing, and select committees. {}) The legislative
council wsay employ an executive director ard such other
personnel, not members of the council, as it deems necessary
to assist in the preparation of jnteris standing, and select
cosmittee and—subeoamittee reports and recomaendations,
proposed legislative acts and any other activities and shall
fix +the <compensation of such emplovyees. It shall further
have the power to employ the services of any research agency
which it deems necessary in the discharge of its duties.

{2y The leqgislative council may establisk funmctional
divisions within the council staff in order to carry out all
of the respoansibilities delegated to the council by law or
legislative rule, and shall include the followving:

{a} legislative services division;

{i} engrossing and enrolling,

{ii)} mailrconm,

{iii} priating;

{b} Research and reference services division;

(i} general and specialized legislative research,

(ii) legislative reference and informaticam, including
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preparation and publication of the Legislative Review to Le
sold at the cost of the publication plus postage,

{iii) committee staffing when the legislature is not in
sessioﬁ;

{c) Legal services division;

(i) bill drafting,

{ii} legal counseling,

(iii) this division is authorized to assign code
section numbers and catch lines to bills which have passed
both houses without catch lines or secticn numbers prior to
the enrolling process.

(d} Management and business services division;

(i) maintain bookkeeping records,

(ii) sign claiss and payrolls,

(iii) order all printing, supplies, and equipaent,

(iv) serve house and senate during the session."

Section 12. Section #3-712, BR.C.HN. 1947, is amended to
read as follows:

*"43-712, Pover to investigate and examine. The
legislative councily—ea—behalf—eof pay_assist _interim,
standing, and select committees and—subsednitteesy—shail
have—authority to investigate and examine intc the costs cf

state governmental activities and may examine and ibsgect
all records, books and files of any departeent, agency,

coamission, board or institution of the state of Montana."
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Section 13. Section &3-713, B.C.M. 1247, is amended to
read as follows:

"43-713. Hearings -— oaths, subpoenas, ccmpelling
attendance of witnesses and production of records —_
contespt proceedings., In the discharge of its duties on
behalf of interim, _select, apd standing ccsaittees aand
subooseittees, the legislatirve council shallrhave authority
to hold hearings, adsinister oaths, issue subpoenas, coergel
the attendance of witnesses, and the production of any
papers, books, accounts, documents and testimony, apd to
cause depositions of witnesses to be taken ip the manner
prescribed by law for taking depositions im civil actioms in
the district court. In case of disotedience on the Ffart <f
any person to comply with any subpoena issued by the council
on behalf of a ap_interim, select, or standing committee o
sabeeanittee or of the refusal of any witness to testify on
any matters regarding which he may be lawfully interrcgated,
it shall be the doty of the district court of any coumty or
the judge thereof, on application of the legislative ccuncil
to compel obedience by proceedings for conteapt as in the
case of disobedience of the requirements of a sykpoena
issued fros such court on a refusal to testify therein.”

Section 14. Section 43-714, R.C.M, 1947, is amended to
read as fallows:

"33-714, Expenses. When the 1legisliature is anct in
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session, members of the legislative councily—#he-iegislative
sebeoanittecsy—nelegs—and—standing-eenniteansy and_ipterin

committees while going to, attending, ard returnimg froas

legislative committee meetings and other necessary committee
business authorized by the chairman of the legislative
council are entitled to:

(1Y a mileage allowance as allowed by section 59-801,

(2} actual expeanses, as provided for im sections
59-538 and 59-539, and

{3} compensation as provided by law.®

Section 15, Secticn 43-715, R.C.HB. 1347, is amended to
read as follows:

"43-715., oOrganization — cfficers —_— rules of
procedure and records., The legislative council shall
organize immediately following appointsent by electing one
(1) of its members as its chairman and by electing such
other officers froa among its membership as the ccuncil =may
deem desirable, The council is empovered to adopt rules of
procedure and to make all arrangesents fcr its meetings and
to carry out the purpose for which it is created. The

council and the eubeoasistsees ipterin coamjittees are

directed to keep accurate records of their activities and
proceedings,”
Section 16, Section 43-717, BR.C.N, 1347, is amended to

read as follows:
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"43-717. Legislative committee on Friorities _—
composition —_— functions. {1} There is created a
legislative committee on priorities which shall be coaposed
of eight (B) memdbers of the house rules coammittee, fcur (4)
of whom shall be of the same political party, and eight (8)
sembers of the senate rules comaittee, four (%) cf whos
shall be of the same political party.

(2) The committee on priorities shall be appointed at
the same time as all other standing comsittees.

(3} The coamittee on priorities shall consider
resclutions requesting council studies and all other study
requests and establish and prepare a list cf priorities from
among then, Fhey-shall-alse—set—priorisies—ova—ali-—bitie—and
The
committee shall transmit the list to the legislative ccuncil
before the end of each regular session and shall assiga the
bilig—and studies to the appropriate ssanding interinm
committee in the order in which the studies amd—hills appear
on the 1list of vpriorities. The committee shall assign as
sany studies andbidle as the resources of the council staff
allows."

Section 17. Severability., If a part of this act is
invalid, all valid parts that are severable frcm the invalid
part repain in effect. If a part of this act is invalid in

one or sore of its aprlicaticns, the part remains in effect
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in all wvalid applications that are severable from the
invalid agplications.

Section 18, Repealer. Secticns 43-716, 43-718,
82-8203,2, 52-8203.3, 82-8203.4, and B82-4203.5, E.C.A. 1947,
are repealed.

Section 19, Effective date. This act is effective on
its passage and approval. Cosmittee structure skall be
issediately realigned so as to coamence functicns authorized
by this act immediately upon adjournsent of the &5th
legislatore or as soon as possible thereafter.

-BEad-
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STATE OF MONTANA
REQUEST No. 59777
FISCAL NOTE

Form BD-15 J

In compliance with a written request received February 24 — .19 __77  there is hereby submitted a Fiscal Note
for .. ... House Bill 796 pursuant to Chapter 53, Laws of Montana, 1965 - Thirty-Ninth Legislative Assembly.
Background information used in developing this Fiscal Note is available from the Office of Budget and Progr .m Planning, to members

of the Legislature upon request.

DESCRIPTION OF PROPOSED LEGISLATION:

House Bill 796 is an act authorizing expanded functions for legislative interim committees and authoriziig sixteen (16)
standing committees.

ASSUMPTIONS:

1. There will be sixteen (16) committees as listed below:

(a} Four (4) committees will have ten {10} members and will meet two (2) days per month.

{b) Eight (8) committees will have ten {10) members and will meet one (1) day every other month.

(¢) Four (4) committees, having the least workload, will have a total of thirty (30) members — — one (1) committee
with ten (10); one (1) committee with eight (8); and two (2) committees with six (6) members, Each of these
will meet one (1) day every four (4) months.

The amount of workload will determine the size of the committee and frequency of the meetings.

2. Legislators receive a salary of $31.62 per day plus $40.00 expenses, and mileage at 15 cents for an average of 350 miles
per round trip. 50% of legislators need an extra day for travel.

3. The four {4} committees in 1{a) above would need a fuilltime staff person. The remaining committees would need half-
time staff. This would require an additional six {(6) researchers.

4, The Legislative Council estimates they will need an additional bookkeeper and four (4) secretaries. They would also nec
four (4) typewriters and one(1) calculator.

FISCAL IMPACT:

1979 Interim
Increased legistative travel and salaries $241,978
Increased salaries and equipment for Legistative Council 322,280
Total increased cost 1979 biennium $564,258

NOTE:

A supplemental appropriation would be required for the Legislative Council for FY 77 of $560,000. No
estimate can be made of the impact on the various state agencies of meeting with the interim committees.

1@_—_-4_«.4 o, 5?4“?*6‘"
BUDGET DIRECTOR

Office of Budget and Program Planning
Date: .o =32 ¥ =27
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BILL NC.

INTROLUCED, BY

STRUCTURE OF THE LEGISLATURE; AUTHCRIZIWNG EXPANDED FUNCTIONS

LEGISLATIVE

ISING TAE COHHITTEE

M%

COENITTEES; BEVISING  THE IKTEEIEM‘;

ADBINISTRATIVE REVIEW AND STUDY PROCESS; LIMITING THE NUMEER ‘"‘L‘*'

OF INTERIM COWMITTEES; PROVIDING FOR COMMITTEE SUPPORT

THEOUGH THE LEGISLATIVE COURCIL AND ASSISTANCE FBCH CTHER

COMMITTEES; AMEWNDING SECTIONS 43-218, 43-719, a3-711

#3-712, 83-713, 43-714, 63-715, ABD 43-717, R.C.H., 19u7;

REPEALING SECTIONS #3-716, 43-718, 82-6203.2, B2-4203.3,

82-4203.4, AND 82-4203.5, R.C.M. 1987; AND PROVIDING AN

IMMEDIATE EFFECTIVE DATE.™

BE IT ERACTED BY THE LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE CF MONTANA:

Section 1; There is a nev R.C.M, section that reads as
follows:

Purpose. {1) The legislature finds itself currently
directing the operation of a state government with budget
requirements in excess of $1 billion and that employs
approximately 7,000 persons. Because of the potential\fcr
developeent of the state's mineral and timber reserves tas
vell as the great likelihood for growth in owr aqriculture

and business communities in the future, there 1is alse a
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potential for growth in the size and complexity of

governeent. In order to adequately represent the people of
Montanpa and to obtain sufficient information to set policy
and guide its implementation, a nev capacity for legislative
oversight and policy study must be developed.

{2) It is the purpose of this act to develop this
capacity in a manner that will:

{a) not abuse the constitutional prerogatives of
either the executive or legislative branches of goveroment;

(b) rTespect the wishes of Bontana's people that the
legislature be in session for the ainiaum necessary time;

{c) establish a system wvhereby legislative business
canr be conducted in a timely and prudent sanner;

td) give the Jlegislature the ability to advise and
oversee state government agencies as they carry out
legislative policy;

(e) provide the

legislature with a wmuch greater

ability to be informed about state is#ues, thus w=making the
legislature a sore effective body; and
{f) enable the legislature to guide the develocpment of
state governmsent so as to enable the accomplishment cf
meaningful programs with efficiency and in a mannecr
responsive to the needs of the state and its taxpayers.
Section 2. There is a pew R.C.N. section that reads as

follows:

-2
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Legislative standing comamittees, (1) The standing
committees of the house and senate are as follows:

{a) agriculture, livestock, and irrigation;

{b) budget and prograa planning;

{c} business and industry;

(d) community affairs;

te) education;

(f) fish and gaame;

{9) highways and transportation;

(h) institutions;

(i) Judiciary;

{j) labor and esmployment relations;

{k}) legislative adsinistration;

{1) natural resources and conservation;

(m) pueblic health, welfare, and social services;

{n) revenue;

to) rules; and

(p) state lands and administratice.

{2) 1Interim comaittees are joint committees cf the
house and senate forsed fros the membership in the standing
committees as provided in [section 7].

Section 3. There is a nev R.C.H, section that reads as
follows:

Committee meeting schedule. (1) During regular and

special sessions of the legislature, standing committees
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shall seet in accordance with the schedule prescrited Lty the
presiding cfficer of each house and subject to the call of
the committee chairman.

{2) buring interim periods, the interim comaittees
shall meet at the cail of the committee chairman but ©&ot
more than once a aonth at meetings that may not exceed 2
days unless additional meeting time is authorized by the
speaker of the house and the president cf the senate.

section 4, There is a new R.C.M. section that reads as
follows:

committee responsibility to advise apd wonitor
executive branch agencies. (1) legislative standing and
interim coamittees shall advise and oversee executive tranch
agencies as authorized by this section in accordance with
the following assignments:

{a) agriculture, livestock, and irrigation:
departwents of agriculture and livestock;

(b} budget and program planning: governcr's office of
budget and program planning;

{c) business and industry: departments of Lusiness
regulation, professicnal and occupaticnal licensing, aad
putlic service regulation;

(d) community affairs: derartament cof comaunity
affairs;

{e) education: state board of education and cffice cf

-
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the superintendent of public instruction;

(f) £fish and game: department of fisk and yame;

{g) highways and transportation: departaent cf
highvays;

(h) institutions: department of institutions;

(i} Jjudiciary: the state Jjudiciary, department of
justice, commissioper of campaign finances and practices,
and state law library:

() 1labor and enployment relations: departsent of
labor and industry and capitol esployees credit unicn;

(k) natural resources and conservation: department of
natural resources and coaservation;

{1y public health, welfare, amd social services:
departments of health and environmental sciences and social
and rehabilitation services;

{m)} revenue: department of revenue;

{n) state 1lands and administration: departsents of
administration, military affairs, ard state lands.

(2) DPuties of coamittees with regard to the agencies
they advise and monitor ianclude:

{(a) review of agency rules and potification of the
agency when rules do not meet legislative intent in the
opinion of the committee;

{b) advise an agency concerning its internal

orgarization and reorganization activities;
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- {c)}) review of agency budget development tc assure
budgets are developed in the best interest of the state; and

{d) generally advise the agency of policy when agency
decisions deviate frowm legislative intent.

Section 5. There is a new R.C.M. Section that reads as
follows:

Committees to conduct interim studies. Interim standing
committees shall conduct all inmteris studies assigned by the
legislative coamittee on priorities.

Section 6. There is a new R.C,M. section that reads as
follows:

Committee administration. (1) The interim committee
chairman shall prepare an estimated interim ccamittee
schedgle and budget and submit them to the legislative
committee on priorities for 41its approval. The proposed
budget shall include an estisate of out-of-state travel for
sembers of the coamittee in connection with committee
responsibilities. Cosmittee staffing and support services
shall be administered by the legislative council.

{2) an interim committee may request policy research
and legal services assistance from the legislative council.

{3) An interim cosmittee may reguest assistance froa
the legislative finance comsittee in connection with its
budget review and development responsibility,

(4} 2n ipteris committee shall keep itself informed of

-6



10
11
12
13
iL)
15
16
17
18
19
20
21
22
23
24

25

LC t099,01

and make recoamendaticns coecerning findings of the
legislative audit coamittee in conpecticn with its area of
responasibility.

{5) An interim committee may request assistance froer
any other legislative committee that say be established.

Section 7. There is a new B.C.M. section that reads as
follows:

Appointment of standing and interim ccamittees, {1} The
senate shall elect a committee on committees as provided inm
its rules. The coamittee on comsittees with the approval of
the sepate shall appoint the standing committees of the
senate,

{2) The speaker of the house shall appoint the members
of the house standing comsittees,

{3) The appointing aanthority in each house shall
appoint the standing cosmittee chairmen.,

{4) The chairman of each standing committee shall
appoint half cxr the nearest whole nuaker owsr half cf the
aembers of that standing committee to serve on the interia
committee, No member may serve on more than one interinm
coamittee except to f£fill a wvacancy created by a member who
declines to serve. Rhen a meaber of a standinq_committee
declines to serve on an interim coamittee and the <chairzan
is umnable to appeint a wmember frcm his committee, the

presiding officer of the respective house shall aggoint a

—

10
"
12
13
14
15
16
17
18
19
20
21
22
23
24

25

LC 1099,01

mesber to serve onb the committee.

{5} The interim cosmittees shall =zeet Jjointly and
elect a chairman and vice-chairman. The chairsan shall te
the house or senate chairean of the respective standing
committee. The chairman not elected shall e the
vice-chairsan.

Section 8. fhete is a new R.C.M. section that reads as
fcllouws:

Limitation on interie committees. No interim ccmwittee
may be appointed to serve except as established by law.

Section 9. Section 43-218, R.C.¥. 1947, is amended to
read as folléus:

"43-218., Pre-session caucus — house appropriation and
senate finance and claims conmittee member — per diem and
expenses. As soon after the official canvass as possible,
but not later than Deceaber 1 of each year follcwing anm
election when members of the legislature are elected, the
majority and minority parties of each house <¢f the
legislature shall hold a pre-session caucus for holdover
sepators, senators—elect, and representatives-elect. The
purpose of the caucus of each party of each house is to
elect officers, appoint committees and hire any necessary
enployees. Members of the house apprepriatiens—ceamititee and
the senate fipance—and—claims—coemmittee budget and _gprogram

planping compittees named at the caucus shall begin
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reviewing requests for appropriations issediately anpd say
visit state agencies and institutions to discuss requests.
Members of these comsittees shall receive a daily salary as
provided in section #3-310, R.C.K. 1947, and forty dollars
{$40) per day expenses for each day engaged in coemittee
business. Salary ard expenses shall be paid by the
department of administratiorn from the appropriation for
operation of the preceding legislature.™

Section 10. Section 43-710, B.C.H., 1947, is amended to
read as follows:

®"43-.710. Powers and duoties. (1) If a gquestion of
state—wide importance arises when the legislature is mot in

session and a—sebooasidteee apn _interim committee has not been

appeinted assigned to consider the questiom, the legislative
council shall, with +the concurrence of the pricrities
committee, assign such guestion to an appropriate
sebeeasiteee interim committee.

{2) The legislative council shall supervise the
activities of the council staff.

{3) The 1legislative council shall assist in the
preparation and submission of all standing—and--eelest
interim comrittee and-——sybeonnitece reports and
recoampendations tc the legislature.

{8) This sgsection shall not be construed tc permit the

council to approve or disapprove of any substantive portions
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or recoamendations of a-—setanding—and—select a intexrim
committee and-subeemmittee report.”

Section 11, Section 43-71%1, B.C.H. 1947, is amended to
read as follows:

"43-711. Executive director — perscnnel — interim
standing, and select committees. {1} The legislative
council =ay employ an executive director and such other
personnel, not members of the council, as it deeas necessary
to assist in the preparation of jpterim standing, and select
committee and—subeenmittee reports and recommendations,
proposed legislative acts and any other activities amd shall
fix the cospensation of such employees. It shall further
have the power to employ the services of any research agency
vhich it deess necessary in the discharge of its duties.

{2} The iegislative council may establish foncticral
divisions within the council staff im order to carry out all
of the responsibilities delegated to the council by law or
legislative rule, and shall include the following:

(a) Legislative services division;

(i) engrossing and enrolling,

{ii) mailroosa,

{iii) printing;

(b} Research and reference services divisicag

ti) general and specialized legislative research,

{ii) legislative reference and information, imcluding

—40~
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preparation and publication of the Legislative Review to Le
sold at the cost of the publication plus postage,

{iii) committee staffing when the legislature is not in
session;

{c) lLegal services division;

(i) bill drafting,

{ii) legal counseling,

tiii) this division is anthorized +toc assign code
section numbers and catch lines tc bills which have passed
both honses without catch lines or section nombers prior to
the enrolling process,

{d) Mapagement and business services division;

(i) wmaintain bookkeeping records,

(ii) sign claiss and payrolls,

(iii) order all printing, suprlies, and equipment,

{iv) serve house and senate during the session."

Section 12, Sectionm 43-712, R.C.B. 1947, is amended to
read as follows:

"43-712, Pouer to investigate and examine. The
legislative councily—ea—bebalf—o£f may_ _asgsist _jpterim,
standing, and select cosmittees and-suboonsittees,—chall

have-authority to investigate and examine intc the costs cf
state governmental activities and may examine and ipspect
all records, books and files cf any department, agency,

coemnission, board or institution of the state of Nomtampa."
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Section 13, Section 43-713, R.C.M. 1947, is amended to
read as follows:

"y3-713. Hearings - ocaths, subrcenas, cospelling
attendance of witnesses and production of reccrds —_—
contempt proceedings. In the discharge of its duties on

behalf of jinterim, select, and standipng ccomittees and

subeonspritiees, tﬁe legislative council shall have authority
to hold hearings, administer oaths, issue subpoenas, <cowrpel
the attendance of witnesses, and the producticn of any
papers, books, accounts, documenrts and testimony, and to
cause depositions of witnesses +to be taken imn the manner
prescribed bf law for taking depositions in civil actions in
the district court. In case of disolkedience on the vpart cf
any person to conply with any subpoena issued by the coancil
on behalf of @ ap_interis, select, or standing comsittee o=
subgenmiteee or of the refusal of any witpess to testify on
any matters regarding which he may be lawfully isterrcgated,
it shall be the duty of the district court of any county or
the judge thereof, on application of the legislative council
to compel obedience by proceedings for contempt as in the
case of discbedience of the reguiresents c<f a suktpoena
issued from such cecurt cn a refusal to testify thereip.™

Section 14, Sectionm 43-714, BR.C.¥. 1947, is amended to
read as follows:

w43-.714. Expeanses, When the 1legislature is nct in
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session, members of the legislative council,—the-ieqisiative

subeosnittecsy-—select—and-standing—oennitteesy and interis

cosmittees while going to, attending, and <returning fros
legislative committee meetings and cther necessary ccerittee
business authorized by the chairman of the legislative
council are entitled to:

(1) a mileage allowance as allowed by section 59%-801,

{2} actual expenses, as provided for in sections
59-538 and 59-539, and

(3) compensation as provided by law.”

Section 15, Sectiop #3-715, R.C.H. 1947, is amended to
read as follows:

"43-715. Organization —  officers - tules of
procedure and records. The legislative council shall
organize immediately folloving appeintsent by -electing one
(1) of its nmembers as its chairman and by electing such
other officers from among its membership as the ccuscil may
deem desirable. The council is empowered to adopt rules of
procedure and to make all arrangesents fcr its smeetings and
to carry out the purpose for which it is created. The

council and the subcossitsees interis committees are

directed to keep accurate records of their activities and
proceedings."
Section 16. Section #43-717, R.C.N. 1947, is amended to

read as fcllows:
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."43-717,. Legislative comaittee on priorities _—
composition _— functions. (1) There is created a
legislative committee on priorities which shail be composed
of eight (B) members of the house rules coamittee, four (4)
of whos shall be of the same political party, and eight (8)
meabers of the senate rules cosmittee, four (%) of whoa
shall be of the same political party.

{2) The committee on priorities shall be appointed at
the same time as all other standing committees.

{3} The committee on priorities shall consider
resolutions requesting coumcil studies and all other study
requests and establish and prepare a list ¢f priorities from
among them. They-shall-also—set-priosities—ei-all-bille—and
studies varried over—4o——thoe—neoond—Eeguilar—sansiony The
commnittee shall transait the list to the legislative ccuncil
before the end of each regular session and shall assiqgn the

bitls—and studies to the appropriate ssanding interia

comgittee in the order im which the studies asd-hills appear
on the 1list of priorities. The comsittee shall assign as
nany studies aad-bills as the resources of the council staff
allows.™

Section 17. Severability, If a part of this act is
invalid, all valid parts that are severable from the invaliad
part rtemain in effect. If a part of this act is imvalid in

one or more of its applicaticus, the part remains in effect
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in all wvalid applications +that are severable frca the
invalid applicaticns.

Section 18. BHRepealer. Secticns 43-716, 43-718,
82-4203.2, B2~-4203.3, B82-4203.4, and B2-4203.5, E.C.M. 1947,
are repealed.

Section 19. Effective date. This act is effective on
its passage and approval. Coseittee structure shall be
iswediately realigned so as to commence functicns authorized
by this act immediately wpon adjournment of the 45th
legislatare or as soon as possible thereafter.
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