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BASED INDIAN TEACHER-TRAINING PROGRAMS BE ADMINISTERED BY 

LOCAL SCHOOL DISTRICTS OR INDIAN NONPROFIT CORPORATIONS IN 

COOPERATION WITH THE UNITS OF HIGHER EDUCATION IN MONTANA; 

PROVIDING THAT THIS ACT SHALL BE 

AMENDING SECTIONS 75-6134 AND 

REPEALED JULY 1• 1979; AND 

75-6135, R.C.M. 1947, AND 

SECTION 5, CHAPTER 425• LAWS OF 1975.• 

~HEREAS: (1) The state of Montana has an obligation to 

help fulfill affirmative action requirements to hire more 

Indian teachers in the schools of Montana; 

(21 Only 30 teachers of the 10,346 teachers in the 

state are of Indian descent; 

(3) The Indian teacher-training programs currently 

operating under funding of the state legislature in ~reat 

Falls and on the Rocky Boy, Crow, and Northern Cheyenne 

reservations have been independently evaluated and rated as 

outstanding programs, meeting or exceeding their program 

goals and objectives; 

(4) There is a specific need to continue the existing 

Inoian teacher-training programs and expand them to include 

the Blackfeet, Flathead, Fort Belknap, and Fort Peck 
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LC 1238/01 

~eservations in Montana; 

(51 The best method of teacher-training in these 

instances is to provide training based upon college level 

learning theory combined with practical experience in the 

local schools serving the Indian populations; 

(6) Understanding of Indian children and an 

appreciation of their cultural needs can best be gained from 

teachers of Indian descent who are trained and employed in 

schools whe~e there are heavy concentrations of Indian 

student populations; 

(7) The state of Montana recognizes that the 

non-Indian teacher turnover rate on Indian reservations is 

excessive; 

(8) Indian teachers trained locally make the best 

teachers because only they know and und•rstand the needs of 

the Indian child~en with whom they share a common heritage; 

(9) Locally trained Indian teachers are most likely to 

remain In their local areas to teach; 

(10) The state of Montana lliUSt act on the 

recommendations of the Commission on Postsecondary Education 

as they pertain to native Americans; 

( 11) The state of ~ontana must act to meet the 

rP.quirements of the Indian studies law. which requires 

teach3rs to be certified in the area of Indian studies; 

(12) The native American people of .'lantana desire to 
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perpetuate their language and other aspects of 

culture; and 

their 

(13) More persons of Indian descent should be trained 

to fulfill the demand for Indian teachers on the 

reservations and off the reservations in Montana. 

BE IT ENACTED BY THE LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF MONTANA: 

Section 1. Section 75-6134, R.c.M. 1947• i.s a•ended to 

read as follows: 

•75-6134. Oefini.tions. As ·used in this act, unless the 

context clearly indicates otherwise: 

(1) •Indian• •eans a person who Is an enrolled .ember 

of one of the various Indian tribes of Montana reco~nize4 by 

the secretary >of the jnt~erjor. 

(2) •school district• means public scnool districts 

organized under the school laws of the state of Montana. and 

any education syste•s established by any Indian tribe of the 

state of Montana. 

(3) •Indian nonprofit corporation• means a nonprotit 

corporation incorporated under the laws of Montana. under 

federal laws of the United Stateso or. under the laws of 

Indian tribes of Montana. the board of directors of which 

has a majority of persons of Indian descent. 

t4t--&reftd+es~-~ftd+en•~aea~-pers0ft~-o+-E~ppewe-ftftd~&r 

Eree--~~eent--w~-traee-t~e~r-efteestry-tc-persOftS-appeer+ft9 
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Oft-the-Re~aud-Ro++-ftftd-those-per~ofts-re~ft~ed-e~-fft~~eft 

by-~-+&ftd+e~~~ppewa-aftd-E~-eommaftitr•• 

Section z. Section 75-6135o R.C.M. 1947• is amended to 

read as follows: 

•75-6135. Grantee agencies. The follo.,ing school 

districts 

available 

and nonprofit 

funds and 

corporations 

provide the 

shall receive the 

1 ocall y based 

teacher-training programs in cooperation with any unit of 

higher education in the state of Montana. 

(1) Rocky B0 y School 

Reservation. 

District :a7., Rocky Boy 

(2) Ngrtbern Cheyenne Education Commission, Northern 

Cheyenne Reservation. 

(J) Crow Central Education Comcission~ Oft--the Crow 

Reservation.-~~--Ho~herft-Eheyenne-Edaea~oft-E~~~"-~ 

the-fola .. ~......-Eheyertfte-R~ati"on. 

(4) Montana United Scholarship Service• ~-T ~raat 

Fa 11 s • Montana • wi'to--st'l!ri '1--.sthli-tri'ster-the-p.-ogt"ea-~o.-~he 

+aftd+ess-~nc~ans. 

C51 'SchOOl DiStri(t$ Mn :and .j?9s BlaCkfeet Reservation. 

C6! FJathgad IclbsO ·c -Omwtttee• F-latHead R . . !11 - eseryattoo. 

Hays t:odgepg]¢ School Ojst·r;ct "5Q B~ervatj 
00

, • ' Fgr:t · Belkruu 

!Bl Fort p . eck Jrjbal EdUcat· -ton Conmussio F . 

Beseryatjon." 
0

' art Peck 
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Section 3. Section s, Chapter 425, laws of 1975, is 

2 amended to read as follows: 

3 "Section 5. This act is repealed on July lt y9~~ ~. 

4 and all unexpended funds will revert to the general fund.• 

-End-
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STATE OF MONTANA 
REQUEST NO. 376-77 

FISCAL NOTE 

Form BD-15 

In compliance with a written request re..:aived 2·7 , 19 ...!!_ , there is hereby submitted a Fiscal Note 

for House Bill 707 pursuant to Chapter 53, Laws of Montana, 1965- Thlrty-N!nth Legislative Assembly. 

Background information used in developing this Fiscal Note is available from the Office of Budget and Program Planning, to members 

of the Legislature upon request. 

DESCRIPTION OF PROPOSED LEGISLATION: 

An act to provide that locally based Indian teacher-training programs be administered by local school districts or Indian 
nonprofit corporations in cooperation with the units of higher education in Montana; providing that this act shall be 
repealed July 1, 1979. 

FISCAL IMPACT: 

The program for FY77 is funded at a level of $240,000. Due to the broader participation provided by the proposed 
legislation and inflation, it is estimated the funds needed are $400,000 in FY78 and $440,000 in FY79. 

!L-4.~ J. ~A.-0 h 
BUDGET DIRECTOR () 

Office of Budget and Program Planning 

Date: ~ - u - , 1 



~5th Legislature HB 0707/C2 

2 

II 

5 

6 

1 

8 

9 

10 

11 

12 

n 

1q 

15 

16 

17 

18 

1<} 

2() 

21 

22 

23 

211 

25 

Approved bv Committee 
on Education 

ROUSE BILL NO. 707 

INTRODUCED BY SIVERTSEN, CONBOY, DUSSAULT, LUND, 

ESTENSON, BARRINGTON, LIEN, KENNERLY, BARRETT, BURNETT 

A BILL FOB AN ACT ENTITLED: "IN ACT TO PROVIDE THAT LCCALL! 

BASED INDIAN TEACHER-TRAINING PROGR18S BE lD~IMISTERED BY 

LOCAL SCHOOL DISTRICTS OR INDIAN NONPROFIT CORPORATIONS IN 

COOPEBATION WITH THE UNITS OF HIGHER EDilCATIOII IB 80NTAB!; 

PROVIDING THAT THIS ACT SHALL BE REPElLED JULY 1, 1979; !MD 

l!IENDIIIG SECTIOBS 75-61311 !liD 75-6135, R.C. 8. 19117, AND 

SECTIOB 5, CHAPTER ~25, LAYS OF 1975." 

WHEREAS: (1) Tile state of l!ontana bas an obligation to 

help fulfill affiraatiYe action reqnire•ents to hire aore 

Indian teachers in the schools of !lontana; 

(;!I Qaly ]Q t;eaellees ef tile 1111] 119 teasiH!Fe ia tile 

state aee ef Ieiiaa ieseeat1 

~lll The Indian teacher-training prograas currently 

operating under funding of the state legislature in Great 

Falls and on the Rocky Boy, crow, and liorthern Cheyenne 

reserYations baYe been independently evaluated and rated as 

outstanding programs, aeeting or erceeding their proqra• 

goals and objectives; 

~11L There is a specific need to continue the 

existing Indian teacher-training prograas and expand the• to 
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HB 0707/02 

include the Blackfeet, Flathead. Fort Belknap, and Fort Peck 

reservations in ~ontana; 

~l!l ThP. best method of teacher-training in these 

instances is to proYide training based upon college level 

learning theory co•bined with practical experience in the 

local schools serving the Indian populations; 

~1~- Understanding of Indian children and an 

appreciation of their cultural needs can best be gained froa 

teachers of Indian descent who are trained and eaployed in 

schools where there are heaYJ concentrations of Indian 

student populations; 

-Pt-.in fie state of 8ontana recognizes that the 

non-Indian teacher turnover rate on Indian reserYations is 

excessive; 

~11L Indian teachers trained locally aake the best 

teacllers because only they knov and understand the needs of 

the Indian children with whoa they share a coaaon heritage; 

~lftl Locally trained Indian teachers are aost likely 

to reaain in their local areas to teach; 

~Jil The state of 8ontana aust act on the 

recomaendations of the Coa•ission on Postsecondary Education 

as they pertain to native A•ericans; 

~l!~L The state of ~ontana aust act to aeet the 

requirements of the Indian studies law, which requires 

teachers to be CPrtified in the area of Indian studies; 

-2- HB 707 
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BE C707t02 

~111L Tbe ~ative Aaerican people of ftontana desire 

to perpetuate their language and other aspects of their 

culture; and 

~Jlll ftore persons of Indian descent should be 

trained to fulfill the deaand for Indian teachers on the 

reservations and off the reservations in ftontana, 

BE IT EWACTED BY THE lEGISLATOJE OF TBI STATE OF ftOBTARA: 

Section 1. Section 75-61311, R.C.B. 19117, is aaended to 

read as follows: 

"75-61311, Definitions. ls used in this act, unless the 

coutezt clearly indicates otherwise: 

(1) ~Indian• aeans a person vho is an enrolled aeaber 

of one of the various Indian tribes of Bontana recogni~h! 

the secretary of the interior. 

(2) •school district" aeans public school districts 

organized under tbe school laws of the state of ftontana, and 

any education systeas established by any Indian tribe of the 

state of ftontana. 

(3) "Indian nonprofit corporation• means a nonprofit 

corporation incorporated under the laws· of !!ontana, under 

federal laws of the United States, or, under the lavs of 

Indian tribes of ftontana, th~ board of directors of which 

has a aajority of persons of Indian descent. 
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~Y t~e laaaless bkippeva aaa GEee eeaaaaitfu" 

Section 2. Section 75-6135, R.C.B. 19117, is a•ended to 

read as follows: 

"75-6135, Grantee agencies. The following school 

districts and nonprofit corporations shall receive the 

available funds and pro 'fide the locally based 

teacher-training prograas in cooperation with any unit of 

higher education in the state of Bontana. 

(1) Rocky Boy School District 187, Rocky Boy 

Reservation. 

(2) Northern _cheyenne Education Coaaission. Northern 

Cheyenne Reservation. 

(3) crov Central Education coaaisslon ... crov 

Reservation~ aa@ MBP~~ep~ Gh~yeaae Bivea~iea cea•issie~ ea 

the Rept~ePR Eaeyeaae iesep•atiea. 

(Ill ~ontana Onited Scholarship Service, ~ Gr~at 

Palls, ftontana, ~ 

laaaless Iaiiaas. 

{~1 School District2 11 and 19, Elackfeet R~~~1i£~ 

(61 Flathead Tribal coamittee, Flathead Reservatizn~ 

ill ~a ~e@~epele Se~eel ................. ~-.- -----~ .!.!!.HllllBl 

EDUCATION CENTER, IN~rt Belknap Reservaticn, 

(8) Fort Peck Tribal Ed!J&ation ccuission..__l.9.!:1_g~~! 

-II- fiE' 7"J7 
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Rese~vatjon," 

Section 3. Section 5, Chapter ~25, Laws of 1975, is 

amended to read as follows: 

"Section 5. This act is repealed on July 1, 44++ 1972, 

~ and all unexpended funds will revert to the general fund." 

-End-
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