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Hovw oo s so. 705

INTRODUCED BY WW/

A BILL FOR AN ACT EWTITLED: ™ANF ACT TO ESCYIDE FOR THE TUSE
OF IDEHTIFYING DEYVYICES EOR LCISABLED PERSONS; PECVIDING FOR
DOTIE®S OWED TO DISABLED PERSCHNS; PHOYIDING FOR PENALTIES;

AMENDING SECTION 17-410, R.C.K. 1947."

8E IT ENACTEL BY THE LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE CF MORTANA:

Section 1. fThere is a new R.C.M. section that reads as
followus:

purpose. The purpose of this act is to prcvide for
prompt identification of disabled persons with medical
abnorsalities and timely and proper aedical treatment for
those persons.

Section 2. There is a new B.C.H, Secticn that reads as
follows:

Shert title. This act say be cited as the ™"Uniform
Duties to Disabled Persons Act®™.

Section 3. There is a new R.C.M. section that reads as
fcllews:

pefinitions. 1In this act, the following definiticnms
apply:

(1} *®Disabled condition® means the ccnditico cf bLeing

unconscious, semiconscious, inccherent, (34 cthervise
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iscapacitated to communicate.

(2) "Disahléd person® means a perscn in a disabled
condition.

{3) "Emergency symbol® Bmeans the caduceus inscribed
within a six-tarred cross used by the American wsedical
association to denote emergency ipfcrmation.

(&) "Identifying device" Reans an identifying
bracelet, necklace, metal tagq, or similar device bearing the
emergency syebol and the inforamation needed in an emergency.

{5} *"HMedical practitiorer™ means a ferson licensed or
authorized to practice medicine, osteopathy, and the healing
arts.

Section 4, There is a nev R.C.H, section that reads as
follows:

Identifying devices for persons having certain medical
ccnditions. (1) A person who suffers frcam epilepsy,
diabetes, a cardiac ccnditicm, or any other type of illness
that causes temporary blackouts, semicoanscicus periods, or
complete unccnscicusness or whoe suffers from a ccpditich
requiring specific medication or treatment, is pregmant, is
allergic to certain medications ot itess used in medical
treatsent, vwears ccntact lenses, has religious objectiocns to
certain forms of medication or wmedical treatmept, cr is
unable to communicate coherently or effectively in the

English language is authorized and encouraged t¢ wear an
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identifying device.

{2) A ©perscn may carry an ideatification card beariag
his name, type of medical conditicn, ghysician's rase and
phone number, and other medical infeormaticn.

(3) By vwearing an identifying device, a perscn gives
his consent for any law enforceaent cfficer or sedical
practitioner who finds him in a disabled conditice to make a
reasonable search of his clothing or cother effects for an
jidentification card as described in subsectiopn (2). In a
search conducted under this section, no dimcrisminating
instruments, articles, or any other thing wmay bLe used as
evidence in any criminal proceeding against the perscn found
in the disabled condition and for whose benefit the search
is made.

Section 5. There is a new B.C.N. section that reads as
fcllous:

Duty of law enforcement cfficer., {1} A law enfcrcement
officer shall nake a diligent effcrt to determine whether a
perscn found disabled is an epileptic or a diabetic or
suffers frem some cother type of illness that would canse the
condition. Whenever feasible, this effert shall ke made
before the perscn is charged with a crime or taker to a
place of detention,

(2) In seeking to determine whether a disabled person

suffers from an illness, a law enforcement cfficer shall
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make a reasonable search fcr ap identifying device and ar
jdentification card of the type described in [secticn 44{2)]
and examine them fcr ewvergency inforwaticn. The law
enforcenent officer aay not search for am identifying device
or an identification card ir a masner or to an extent that
would appear toc a reascnable gperscn in the circumstances tc
canse an unreascnable risk of worsening the disabled
person's condition.

(3) A lawv enforcement cfficer whc finrds a disabled
person without an identifying device or identificaticn card
is nct relieved of his duty ¢tc that perscn to make a
diligent effort to ascertain the existence of any illness
causing the disabled condition.

t4y 3 cause of action against a law enforcesent
officer does not arise from his saking a reasonable search
of the disabled person to locate an identifying device or
identification card, even thougb the perscm is nct wearing
an identifying device or carryiong an ideamtification card.

{5) A law enforcesent officer whc determines cor has
reason to believe that a disabled person is suffering fronm
an illness cawusing his condition shall promptly nctify the
person's physician, if practicakle. If the officer is unakble
to ascertain the physician's identity cr to communicate with
his, the officer shall make a reasopable effort tc cause the

disabled perscn to be transported immediately to a szedical

-4



10
11
12
13
14
15
16
17
18
19
20
21
22
23
24

25

LC 1223701

practitioner or toc a facility where sedical treatment is
avallable. If the cofficer believes it unduly dangercus to
rove the disabled person, he shall make a reasonable effecrt
to obtain the assistance of a medical practitioner.

Secticn 6. There is a new B.C.M., section that reads as
follevs:

Tuty cf medical practiticner. {1 A medical
practitioner, in discharging bis duty tc a disabled person
whom he has undertaken to examine or +treat, shall make a
reasonable search for an identifying device or
identification card of the type described in [secticn 8(2)]
and examine them for emergency ianfcrmation.

{2) A cause of action against a medical gractiticner
does not arise frca his making a reasomable search of a
disabled person to locate an identifying device oar
identificaticn card, even though the person is @mct wearing
an identifying device or carrying am ideatification card.

Section 7. There is a nev R.C.M. secticn that reads as
follows:

Tuty of others. (1) & persom cther thar a law
enforcenent officer cr medical practiticmer whec finds a
disabled perscn shall make a reasonable effort tc nctify a
law enforcesent officer. If a law enforcewent cfficer ot
medical practiticner is mnot present, a perscn who finds a

disabled person wmay make a reasonable search fcr an
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identifying device and if the identifying device is found
may make a reasonable search for an identification card of
the type described im [secticn 4(2)}. If a device or card is
located, the person amaking the search tchall attempt prosptly
to bring its contents to the attention cf a law enforcement
officer or medical practitioner.

t2) & cause of action does nct arise from a reasonable
search to locate an identifying device or ideptificatica
card as authorized by subsecticm {(1}.

Section 8, There is a new B.C.B. section that reads as
follows:

Falsifying identification c¢r misrepresenting ccondition.
A person who, with intent to deceive, provides, wears, uses,
or pessesses a false ideﬁtifying device or identification
card of the type described in [section 4(2) ] is guilty cf a
pisdemeanor and apon ccenvicticn may be finmed mo scre than
$300 or imprisoned in the county jail fcr any term not to
exceed 90 days, or both.

Sectien 9. There is a npev R.C.M. section that reads as
folliows:

Additional duties. The duties imposed by this act are
in additicn to and not im limitaticn of other duties
existing under the law of this state.

Section 10. Sectiom 17-41(, F.C.%. 1947, is amended te¢

read as fcllcws:
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#17-610. Emergency care rendered at scene cf
accidents. Any person licensed as a rthysician and surgeon
under the laws of the state of Fontapa, cr any other gerson,
who in qood faith renders emergency care or assistance tgo_a

person_whe is not wearing ap ideptifying device _as _defined

in_ {section _3 of this actj, withcut ccampensation, at the

scene of an emergency or accident, shall not be liable fcr
any civil damages for acts or omissicrs cther than damages
occasioned by gross negligence or by willful cr wanton acts
or omissions by such person ip rendering such emergency
care.”

Section 11. Saving clause. This act dces wnot affect
rights and duties that watured, ©renalties tﬁat were
incarred, or preceedings that were begun befcre the
effective date of this act,

Section 12. Severability. If a fpart cf this act is
invalid, all valid parts that are severatle from the invalid
part remain in effect. If a part ¢f thic act is invalid in
one or sore of its applicaticns, the part resains in effect
in all valid applications that are severable from the
invalid applications.

—End-
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