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A BILL FOR AN ACT ENTITLED: "lB ACT TO F6CVIDI FOR TH! USE 

OF IDEITIFYING DEYICES fOB CISABLED PEBSOHS; PRCVIDIJG FOB 

DUTIES OiED TO DISABLED P!RSCHS; FBOYIDIBG FOB PEilLTIES; 

A~ENDIHG SEC~tOH 17-410, R,C,!. 1947." 

BE IT EHACTEt BY THE LEGISLATURE OF THE StAtE CF !ONTABA: 

Section 1. There is a new R.C,!. section that read~ as 

follows: 

Purpose. The purpose of this act is to prc•ide for 

proapt identification of disabled persons vith aedical 

abnormalities and timely and proper medical treataent for 

those persons. 

Section 2. There is a nev B.c.s. section that reads as 

follows: 

Short title. This act aay be cited as the "Uniform 

Duties to Disabled Persons Act", 

Section 3. There is a new R.C.!. section that reads as 

fcllcvs: 

Definitions. In this act, the following definitions 

apply: 

(1) "Disabled condition" means the ccnditicn cf being 

unconscious, se•iconscious, incoherent, cr cthet:wise 
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incapacitated to coamunicate. 

(2) "Disabled person• •eans a person in a disabled 

condition. 

(3) "E•ergency symbol" means the cad11ceus inscrilled 

within a s~x-barred cross used by the American medical 

association to denote eaergency inforaation. 

(II) "Identifying de• ice• •eans an identifying 

bracelet, necklace, aetal tag, or siailar device tearing the 

eaergency syabol and the inforaation needed in an eaergency. 

(5} "ftedical practitioner" aeans a ferson licensed or 

authorized to practice aedicine, osteopathy, and the healing 

arts. 

Section 11. There is a nev B.C.B. section that reads as 

follovs: 

Identifying devices for persons ha•ing certain aedical 

ccndi tions. ( 1) A person who suffers frca epilepsy, 

diabetes, a cardiac condition, or any other type of illnes~ 

that ca11ses temporary blackouts, semiconscious periods, or 

coaplete "unconsciousness or vho snfters fro a a ccndi ticn 

regniring specific •edication or treataent, is pregnant, is 

allergic to certain medications or items 11sed in aedical 

treataent, wears contact lenses, has religious objections to 

certain forms of aedication or aedical treataent, cr is 

unable to comaunicate coherently or effectively in the 

English language is authorized and encouraged to wear an 
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identifying device. 

(2) A perscn aay carry an identification card ~earing 

his naae, type of medical condition, fhysician•s r.a•e and 

phone nuaber, and other aedical inforaaticn. 

(3) By wearing an identifying device, a perscn gives 

his consent for any law enforceaent officer or medical 

practitioner who finds hia in a disabled condition to make a 

reasonable search of his clothing or other effects for an 

identification card as described in subsection (2). In a 

search conducted under this section, 

instruaents, articles. or any other thing 

no incriainating 

aay te used as 

evidence in any criainal proceeding against the person found 

in the disabled condition and for whose benefit tbe search 

is aade. 

Section 5. There is a nev B.C.". section that reads as 

fellows: 

Duty of lav enforceaent officer. (1) A law enforceaent 

officer shall aake a diligent effcrt to deteraine whether a 

Ferson found disabled is an epileptic or a diatetic or 

suffers froa some other type of illness that would can~e the 

condition. Whenever feasible, this effort shall he aade 

before the person is charged with a criae or taken to a 

place of detention. 

[2) In seeking to determine whether a disabled ~erson 

suffers froa an illness, a lav enforceaent officer shall 
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make a reasonable search fer an identifying device and an 

identification card of the type described in [section 4 (~)] 

and exa•ine the• fer emergency inforcatien. the law 

enforcement officer aay not search for an identifying device 

or an identification card in a aanner or to an extent that 

would appear to a reasonable person in the circuastances te 

cause an unreasonable risk of ~orsening the disabled 

person's condition. 

{3) A law enforceaent officer whc finds a disabled 

person without an identifying device or identification card 

is net relieved of his duty to that person to make a 

diligent effort to ascertain the existence of any illness 

causing the disabled condition. 

(4) I cause of action against a la~ enforce•ent 

officer does not arise froa his aaking a reasonable search 

of tbe disabled person to locate an identifying device or 

identification card, even though the persen is net wearing 

an identifying device or carrying an identification card. 

(5) A law enforceaent officer who deteraines or bas 

reason to believe that a disabled person is suffering froa 

an illness causing his condition shall promptly notify the 

person's physician, if practicable. If the officer is unahle 

to ascertain the physician's identity er to comaunicate vith 

him, the officer shall aake a reasonable effort to cause the 

disabled person to be transported iaaediately to a aedical 
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practitioner or to a facility where aedical treatment is 

available. If the officer believes it unduly dangerous to 

ao~e the disabled person. he shall aake a reasonable effort 

to obtain the assistance of a aedical practitioner. 

Section 6. There is a new R.C.ft. section that reads as 

follows: 

toty of aedical practitioner. (1) A medical 

0ractitioner. in discharging his duty to a disabled person 

whoa he has undertaken to eraaine or treat. shall aake a 

reasonable search for an identifying device or 

identification card of the type described in [secticn 11(2)) 

and eraaine thea for eaergency infcraation. 

(2) A cause of action against a aedical Fractitioner 

does not arise fro• his aaking a reasonable search of a 

disabled person to locate an identifying device or 

identification card. even though the person is net wearing 

an identifying device or carrying an identification card. 

Section 1. there is a nev R.c.~. section that reads as 

follows: 

Duty of others. 11) ~ person other than a law 

enforcement officer or aedical practiticner vhc finds a 

disabled person shall aake a reasonable effort to nctify a 

law enforcement officer. If a la~ enforcement officer or 

medical practitioner is not fresent. a person who finds a 

disabled person may make a reasonable search fer an 
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identifying device and if the identifying device is found 

aay make a reasonable search for an identification card of 

the type described in [section q(2) J. If a device or card is 

located, the person aaking the search Ehall attempt promptly 

to bring its contents to the attention of a lav enforcement 

officer or aedical practitioner. 

12) A cause of action does net arise fro• a reasonable 

search to locate an identifying device or identification 

card as authorized by subsection (1). 

Section 8. There is a nev B.c.e. section that reads as 

follows: 

Falsifying identification or aisrepresenting condition. 

l person who. vith intent to deceive. provides. vears, uses. 

or possesses a false identifying de~ice or identification 

card of the type descril:led in [sect ion II (2) 1 is gui 1 ty of a 

misdemeanor and upon ccnvicticn may be fined no acre than 

$300 or imprisoned in the county jail fer any term not to 

exceed 90 days. or both. 

Sectien 9. There is a nev B.c.e. section that reads as 

follows: 

Additional duties. The duties imposed ty this act are 

in addition to and not in limitation of other duties 

eristinq under the la~ of this state. 

Section 10. Section 17-111(, F.C.!I. 19117• is amended tc 

read as follc11s: 
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"17-1110. Eaerqency care rendered at scene cf 

2 accidents. Any person licensed as a fhyEician and surgeon 

3 under the lavs of the state of !ontana, cr any other person, 

- vho in good faith renders eaergency care or assistance !£~ 

5 ~rson vbo is not ~earinq an identifL!ng_gevic~-A§ __ defi~~ 

6 in [section 3 of _this ac!j, vitbcut ccmfensation, at the 

7 scene of an e•ergency or accident, shall not he liable fer 

8 any civil damages for acts or 011issicns ether than damages 

9 occasioned by gross negligence or by willful cr wanton acts 

10 or o•issions by such person in rendering such emergency 

11 
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111 

15 

care." 

Section 11. Saving claus~. this act does 

rights and duties that 

incurred, or proceedings 

effective date of this act. 

watnred, 

that were 

fenalties 

he gun 

not affect 

that were 

befcre the 

16 section 12. Severability. If a fart cf this act is 

17 invalid, all valid parts that are severatle from the invalid 

18 part re•ain in effect. If a part cf thiE act is invalid in 

19 one or •ore of its applications, the part re&ains in effect 

20 in all valid applications that are severatle from the 

21 invalid applications. 
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