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INTRODUCED BY 

A BILL FOR AN ACT ENTITLED: "AN ACT TC PROVIDE FOB THE 

RECREATIONAL USE OF CERTAIN STATE LANDS; PROVIDING FOB 

~ANAGE~ENT, BELIEF FBCe LIABILITY, ANt A BALANCE f!TiEEN 

VARIOUS USES; AMENCING SECTION B1-405, R.C.~. 19117." 

BE IT ENACTED BY THE LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE CF eONTANA: 

Section 1. Section 81-405, R.c.~. 1947, is a•ended to 

read as follows: 

"81-'105. 

(1) A lessee 

Beneval leases -- preference right of lessee. 

of state land classed as agricultural, 

grazing, town lot or city lot, vho has paid all rentals due 

from him to the state, and who bas net violated tbe ter•s of 

his lease, is entitled to have bis lease renewed for a five 

{5) or ten {10) year Feriod at the rental rate provided by 

law for the ren~wal period, and subject to any ether 

conditions at the time of the renewal imposed by law as 

terms of the lease at any time within thirty (30) days prior 

to its expiration if no other applicdtions for lease of the 

land have been received thirty (3C) days prior to the 

expiration of his lease. If other applications have been 

received, the hclder cf the lease haE the preference right 

to lease the land covered by his fermer lease by meeting the 
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highest bid made by any other applicantL-~xcept ~__E~ovided 

!~_.§ytse£tion__llt• Applications for lease of lands in this 

section shall be given preference in the order of their 

receipt at the office of the department. 

j2l When coapetitiy~_bids fer grazin~~E-~! tim~~! 

permits _QD__a parcel of state landL-!ncluding schccl trust 

land~C acres or 1~~-in_~!~~~_g{~~gual in cash vg!y~ 

ill.J!.gr in~original bid submissiC.!L.fLJ!hey_g_,Prior 1!2.§~ 

£SQ2§es to exercise the C,Eticn to m~et_a higher cc•petitive 

h~-lh~follcviQg_£Qnditions apply! 

jgt_ Any bid that includes a provision that th~bidder 

wi!!__allow~ic recreational use of the state parcel and 

provide a means of £Yblic access, vehicular or otherwise, !~ 

th~§tate land shall be awarded the tid_Ey_!he board en the 

!U:CUnds that the -I~!~~1-..!2I-~ID.!ial_fi!!l!.!!£il!! 

retu!!L1Q_1he sta!.S'_Q.I_§cbocl trust ha.§_g~-!~L-l!!!L.-.1.!!!!.1 

the additional _ __yglu~ _ _!.Q__!£~_publi£ __ J!g!fa!e warrants 

!!Y!.Q!Atic_.PI!£Iity, 

jhl__!!L_£l!.§~.§ __ llin __ t h~_l e~g__gg~~§___!.g_ allgj! 

recreational_y~~n!L_.Eubl!.f.J££~L!.Q_!.he~ate 1~!!!~ 

department of state lands in cocperati.Q.!LJ!!!h_!!!e dE£2£1!~!. 

of_f!2£_l!nQ_9!!~~~!!!1_£~Yla~~Y£1!£_s§i_~~-_g 

~.QQg~!~_gyJL_hl!f!ODiOy.§ _ _Eglag_£i __ betJ!~~Q--1b~~§§~~~§ 

graziyg_.Qr ti!ter_Q~rati.QQ.§_~i_!~~~B!!.f_~~2!lQyal u~ 

g££.Qrding_!.Q_thg_££Ddi!i.QQ§_~.§!!!blisheQ __ !_n __ l~£il.Q!__] __ Q! 
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Notwithstanding the foregoing proYisio·ns, the 

board may withdraw any agricultural cr grazing land fro• 

further leasing fer such pericd as the toard determines to 

be in the best interest of the state. fids for leases and 

applications for renewals of leases of state agricultural 

lands or state grazing lands sball be in writing and sealed 

and shall be sub•itted to the board at the office of the 
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and gaae shall supply the necessary supervision of 

recreational activities, including but not liaited to 

providing signs, restriction of 

regulating vehicular use. 

certain areas. and 

(q) The department of state lands shall locate the 

corner boundaries of the applicable state 

provide any othe.r reasonable assistance 

authority. 

parcels 

within 

and 

its 

9 departaent.• -End-

10 Section 2. There is a nev R.C.~. section that reads as 

11 follows: 

12 ftanagement of state lands for public recreational use. 

13 In aanaging state lands for public recreational use, 

14 protection of the resource is the primary consideration. to 

15 accoaplisb this •anage•ent goal, the following conditions 

16 apply: 

17 (1) Tbe depart•ent cf state lands •ay close lands to 

18 public recreational use when factors sucu as weathe~, tiae 

19 of yea~, availability of wildlife, and otbe~s intervene. 

20 121 !he state shall relieve the lessee fro• liability 

21 fer da•age to the farcel by wi1dfi~e and •alicious aischief. 

22 No tcrt liability rests with the leaseholder wben he 

23 voluntarily allows the FUblic to use the tract accc.rding tc 

24 the provisions of 67-808. 

25 (3] Upon reguest by the lessee, the depa~taent of fisb 
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