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INTRODUCED BY · . - .. ~ uttk · 
~,, ... ~ u: 

A BILl FOR AN ACT ENTITLED: •AN ACT 10 ESTABliSH A PROCESS 

FOR THE t:JTI-ZENS IJF MONTANA THAOUGH TOWN MEETINGS TG DEVELOP. 

LONG-RANGE GOALS FOR MONTANA.• 

BE IT ENACTED BY THE lEGISLATURe Of THE -sTATE OF I(()NJAHA: 

Section 1. Legislative policy state.ent. The 

legislature.finds as follows: 

{1) ~coordinated use of lands and. res~ces within 

this state threatens orderly deve~.ent, ·the environaent• 

and the health, safety, ordero convenience, prosperity, and 

welfare of the people of this state. 

(2} In order to deter•ine the extent and the aanner in 

which the people of Montana wish to per•it the development 

of the state•s land and resources. it is necessary to 

establish a process for obtaining that information and 

translating it into long-range goals. 

(31 The people of Montana have the opportunity to 

develop around a new these that can serve as a •odel to the 

rest of the nation. a model based on •aintaining ecoloJical 

integrity• increasing economic stability• and strengthening 

e.ploywent opportunities. 

(4) The for.ulation of these goals shall: be derived 

I N T R 0 D U C E D B I L L 
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1 fro• the people.of Montana through the process establis~d 

2 by· this act. 

3 Section 2. Establishment of responsi bll ity for 

4 overseeing the tovn aeeting process. (1) Tbe legislature 

5 authorizes the governor to develop the process for carrying 

b out the purposes of this act. 

7 (Z) In establishing this process, the governo~ shall 

8 appoint a citizens• advisory .counctl to facilitate the 

9 statewide town 11eet lng process. 

10 t3r The governor aay .seek outside nongovern.ent 

11 support and.coopera~lon fro• prrvate sources in order to 

12 facilitate-the toMn,.eeting,proUess. 

13 Section 3. Citizen involve-ant in policy for.u~ation• 

l't (1) Within 90 days after .July t, 1977, each county governing 

15 body shall subait to the governor and the citi·zens• advisa,ry 

lb council a prograa for citizen involve-ant on the for.ulatiOd 

17 of a long-range goals policy for the state and the county. 

18 This program shall contaln at least provision far a 

19 cit.izens• advisory co-ittee or co .. l ttees broadly 

zo representative of geographic areas and of interests relating 

Zl to econo•ic develop.ent, euploy.ent opportunities, and land 

22 and natural resource use. A local planning board (or boards) 

23 may be designated by a county governing body to iwopla.ent 

24 this progra•• 

25 (2l Each city or town in Montana may develop its own 
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town ~eting process in coordination with its county town 

aeeting plan. 

(3 I tlpon 

shall assls·t 

request, the staff of the governor•s office 

each county in the preparation and 

establls~ent of the citizen nnvolve.ent prograa. 

(4) The advisory council shall· rewiew the pro;>osed 

progra• subaitted by each county to deter•lne whether the 

proposed progra• adequately provides for public inwolveaent 

in the f'or.ulatlon of lo~range goals. 

Section ~- Focus for long-range goals f--lat ion 

process. Citi·zen involv-ent ;tovn -eting progrinls shall 

focus ·upon •he fo•towtng aspects of growth an~ developaento 

including: 

{ll ·quality of 1i few including those physical, 

environ.antalo socialo econa.ico or other attrlautes of an 

area which contribute to the ~ay of life of the residents of 

that area; 

L 

( Z) expansion of local .and statewide econ011ic baseo 

including e~loyaent potential;' 

(3) ·resource develo~ent; 

{It) ·residential development on the fringes of cities; 

(5) core city develop-ant; 

( 6 r ·second floae . deve 1 opaent • 

(7) ·industrial develop~~~ent; 

[8)' ·subdivisions of rura·l lands; 
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(9) ·conversions of land fra. agricultural uses; 

(10) recreational development; 

(111 developaent of alternative energy sources; 

(12) maintenance of the agricultural base of the 

economy. 

Section 5. Tiae frame for coapletlon of the statewide 

town meeting process. (1) The governor•s office, with advice 

from the town . .eeting~ltizens• advisory task forceo shall 

adopt an overall plan for statewide town aeeting 

coordination in the development of long-range s~atewide 

goals. 

rzr lhe ca.prehensive·plan shall-include a •ethod for 

compilation and assi•ilation of the public opinion elicited 

through the various town .aetLngs that wlll be taking place 

in each county. 

(3) The comprehensive town meeting plan shall include 

at least five regional meetings and one statewide •eeting 

for the purpose of assembling public opinion in the 

develop•ent .of long~range goals• 

(It) The governor shall subGit ~o the ~6th legislature 

a report that ·will .contain the long-range goals developed 

through the statewide town meeting process. 

Section 6. Financing the statewide town meeting 

process. If -it ·is deter•ine~ that extra funding wil.l :be 

requiredo the governor and the town •eeting citizens• 

-It-
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l advisory task force are encouraged to· seek outside 

2 nongowernaent fundin~ to fa£llita~e Montana•3·develop.ant,of 

l long-range goals. Interested corporations, i ndivi'dual so 

4 organizat;ons~ .and foundations aay nelpctund the statewide 

5 town .eating process thr~ugh tax-deductible contributions. 

6 Section 7. Supersedes 43-517. Since thos act is 

7 enacted in partial· ful-till-nt of section a, ArUcle II of 

8 the Montana constitution, this act supersedes 43-517. 

-End-
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STATE OF MONTANA 
REQUEST NO. 449-7 .. L 

FISCAL NOTE 

Form RD-15 

In compliance with a written request received February 8 ___ ~- , 19 ~ , there is hereby submitted a Fiscal Note 

for __ -~~~s_e _ _!:l_il) _ ~Z~--~~----~ pursuant to Chapter 53, Laws of Montana, 1965 ·Thirty-Ninth Legislative Assembly. 

Background information used in developing this Fiscal Note is available from the Office of Budget and Program Planning, to members 

of the Legislature upon request. 

DESCRIPTION OF PROPOSED LEGISLATION: 

~ 

House Bill 678 is an act . to establish a process which will enable the citizens of the state to develop through town meetings 
long-range goals for Montana. 

ASSUMPTIONS: 

1. The Governor will appoint a Citizens Advisory Council. 
2. Each county will appoint an advisory council which may be a local planning board. 
3. Each city may develop a town meeting process in coordination with its county-town meeting plan . 

.. .,. 4. The Governor's Advisory Council will review each county's program to determine whether the proposed program adequately 
provides for public involvement in the formulation of long-range goals. 

5. The staff of the Governor's Office shall assist each county in the preparation and establishment of the citizen involvement 
program. 

6. The Governor's Office will compile the reports of all the county boards and submit to the 46th Legislature a report that 
will contain the long-range goals developed through the town meeting process. 

7. Advisory councils will serve without compensation. 
8. The Governor's Office will need at least one staff person to assist the councils and prepare the report. 

FISCAL IMPACT: 

Personal services 
Operating expenses 
Equipment 

FY 78 

$16,950 
3,000 

_§QQ_ 

$20,450 

FY 79 

$17,348 
5,000 
__ o 

$22,348 

~L~~~ 
BUDGET DIRECTOR 

Office of Budget and Program Planning --.,J 
Date: -~~{~ _ __:-_!_~- ______ _ 



STATE OF MONTAI\IA 
REQUEST NO. ~~.9:77 .. 

FISCAL NOTE AMENDED 

;:,,,n; IIi! f·· """""' 

-----------------------------------------------------------------------------
In compliance with a written request received __ February 21 ... ______________ , 19 TJ ____ _ , there is hereby suhmi ttP(! d F t•;,~,] I i'"' 

• fot HB 678 (as amended) t t Ch 53 l f M · 1965 Th" N" h L . I - A·· • I I . _ - ..... _ . ___ . -- ... ______ -- -- ------- pursuan o apter , aws o ontana, - 1rty- 1nt eg1s attve .. sun ) v. 

Background information used in developing this Fiscal Note is available from the Office of Budget and Program Planning, to members 

of the Legislature upon request. ___ ;;__ __________________________________________ ~-·--· 
DESCRIPTION OF PROPOSED LEGISLATION: 

House Bill 678 is an act to establish a process which will enable the citizens of the state to develop through town meetings 
long-range goals for Montana. 

ASSUMPTIONS: 

1. The Governor will appoint a Citizens Advisory Council. 
2. Each county will appoint an advisory council which may be a local planning board. 
3. Each city may develop a town meeting process in coordination with its county-town meeting plan. 
4. The Governor's Advisory Council will review each county's program to determine whether the proposed program adequately 

provides for public involvement in the formulation of long·range goals. 
5. The staff of the Governor's Office shall assist each county in the preparation and establishment of the citizen involvement 

program. 
6. The Governor's Office will compile the reports of all the county boards and submit to the 46th Legislature a report that 

will contain the long-range goals developed through the town meeting process. 
7. Advisory councils will serve without compensation. 
8. The Governor's Office will need at least one staff person to assist the councils and prepare the report (see note below). 

FISCAL IMPACT: 

Personal services 
Operating expenses 
Equipment 

FY78 

$16,960 
3,000 

500 

$20,460 

FY79 

$17,348 
5,000 

0 

$22,348 

NOTE: The amended bill leaves participation in the process to the discretion of each county. Staff requirements will be 
determined by the number of counties participating. 

Section 6 encourages the Governor and the Council to seek funding for the above from private sources. 

L" dJ) ot--~~·· 
BUDGET DIRECTOR U 
Office of Budget and Program Planning 

Date: _...;;.?_..::___3.__L_:--__2'1__ __ __ _ 
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Approved by Committee 
on Education 

HOUSE SILL NO. 676 

INTRODULED BY HELOYo DRISCOLLt VlNCENT 

A Bill fOR AN ACT ENTITLED: •AN ACT TO ESTABLISH A PROCESS 

fuR THE llTllENS Of HONTA~A THROUGH TOWN MEETINGS TO DEVELOP 

LON~-~ANGE 50ALS FOR MONTANA.~ 

BE IT ENACTED BY THE LEGISLATURE Of THE STATE OF MONTANA: 

~ection 1. Legisl3tive policy state ~tent. The 

legislature finds as follows: 

(l) Uncoordinated use of lands and resources within 

this state threatens orderly development, the environment• 

and toe health, safety, order, convenience, prosperity, and 

welfare of the people of this state. 

{2) In order to determine the extent and the manner in 

which the people of Montana wish to permit the development 

of th2 state's land and resources, it is necessary to 

establish a process for obtaining that information and 

translating it into long-ranqe goals. 

(3) The people of ~ontana have tne opportunity to 

devel~p arouna a new theme that can serve as a moael to the 

rest ~f the nation, a model based on maintaining ecolo9ical 

intagrity, increasing economic stability, and strengthening 

employment opportunities. 

(4) The foriiiUlation of these goals shall be derived 

SECOND R E A D I N G 

HB 0678/02 

1 from the people of ~ontana through the process established 

2 by this ac:t. 

3 Section 2. Establishment of responsibility for 

4 overse~ing the town meeting process. (l) The legislature 

5 authorizes the governor to develop the process for carrying 

6 out the purposes of this act. 

7 (2) In establishing this process, the governor shall 

8 appoint a citizens• advisory council to facilitate the 

9 statewide town meeting process. 

10 {3) The governor •ay seek outside nongovern•ent 

ll support and cooperation from private sources in order to 

12 facilitate the town meeting process. 

13 Section 3. Citizen involvement in policy formulation. 

14 (1) Within 90 days after July lo 1977, each county governing 

15 body ~he~+ HAY submit to the governor and the citizens• 

lo advis~ry council a program for citizen involve~nt in the 

17 f:>rmuL'>tion of a lona-range goals pol ic:y for the state and 

16 tne =ounty. This program shall contain at least provision 

19 for a citizens• advisory committee or c:omcitteas broadly 

20 representative of geographic areas and of interests relating 

£1 to eccnomic development. employment opportunities, and land 

22 and n~tural resource use. A local planning board (or boards) 

23 may b~ designated by a county governing body to implement 

24 this 3r'ogram. 

25 [l) Each city or town in Montana may develoa its own 
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town ~eeting orocess in coordination with its county town 

meet i .~q pI an. 

( 3) Upon 

shall assist 

request, the staff of the governor's office 

each county in the preparation and 

establishment of the citizen involvement program. 

(4) The advisory council shall review tne cro~osed 

program submitted by each county to deter~ine whether the 

pro~osed program adequately provides for public involvement 

in the formulation of long-range goals. 

Section '>• Focus for long-range goals foriiiUlation 

process. Citizen involvement town meeting programs shall 

focus upon the following aspects of growth and development, 

including: 

{l] quality of life, including those ohysical, 

envir3nmental, social, economic, or other attributes of an 

area ~hich contribute to the way of life of the r=sidents of 

that area; 

(2] expansion of local 

including employment potential; 

{~) ·resource development; 

and statewide economic base, 

(4] residential development on the fringes ~f cities; 

(5) core city development; 

(b) second home development; 

(7] 

(8) 

industrial development; 

subdivisions of rural lands; 

-3- Hb 678 
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(9] conversions of land from agricultural uses; 

(10] recreational development; 

(11] development of alternative enerqy sources; 

( 12] 11a i ntenance 

econo.rny. 

of the agricultural base of the 

:::.ection Jo. Time frame for completion of the statewide 

town fteeting process. (1) The governor's office, with advice 

fro~ the town meeting citizens' advisory t8~~e L~• 

shall adopt an overall plan for state~ide town meeting 

coordination in 

goals. 

the develop-nt of long-range statewide 

(2) The comprehensive plan shall include a method for 

compilation and assimilation of the public opinion elicited 

through the various town meetings that will be takino place 

in each county. 

(3] The comprehensive town Meeting plan shall include 

at 1east five regional meetings and one state~ide meeting 

for the purpose of assembling public opinion in the 

devel~paent of lonq-ranqe goals. 

{4) The governor shall submit to the 46th le<Jislature 

a rep~rt that will contain the long-range goals Jeveloped 

through the state~ide town meeting process. 

Section 6. Financing th€' 

process. If it is determined that 

required, the governor and the 

-4-

statewide town meeting 

extra fundinq w i 11 be 

town meeting citizens• 
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1 advis~ry ~esk-+e~~ L~ are encouraged to seek outside 

2 nongo~ernment funding to facilitate Hontana•s develop~ent of 

J long-range goals. Interested corporations, individuals, 

~ organizations. and foundations may help fund the statewide 

5 town neeting process through tax-deductible contributions. 

b 

7 

Section 1. Supersedes 43-517. Since this 

enacted in ?artial fulfillment of sections, Article 

B the Montana constitution, this act supersedes 43-517. 

-End-
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HOUSE 6Ill NO. 678 

INTRODUCED BY ~ELOYo DRISCOLL, VINCENT 

A BILL FOR 4N ACT ENTITLED: "AN ACT TO ESTABLISH A PROCESS 

FJR T~E CITIZENS OF MJNTANA THROUGH TOWN MEETINGS TO DEVELOP 

LON~~ANGE GOALS FOR MONTANA•" 

BE IT ENACTED BY THE LEGISLATURE Of THE STATE OF MONTANA: 

Section 1. Legislative policy stateatent. The 
;_ r 

legislature finds as follows: 

(1) Uncoordinated use of lands and resources within 

this state threatens orderly developmenio the environment, 

and the health, safety, order, convenience, prosperi_ty, and 

welfare of the people of this state. 

(~) In order to determine the extent and the manner in 

which the people of Montana wish to permit the development 

of the state's land and resourceso it is necessary to 

establish a process for obtaining that infor~ation and 

translatinJ it into long-range goals. 

(3) The people of Montana have the opportunity to 

devel~p around a new theme that can serve as a model to the 

rest of the nat ion, a model based on maintaininq ecolo·~ical 

integrity, incre3sing economic stability, and strengthening 

employment opportunities. 

(4) The formulation of these goals shall be d~rived 

T H I R D R E A D I N G 
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from. the people of Montana through the process established 

by this <Jet. 

Section 2. Establishment of res pons i b i1 i ty for 

overseeing the town meeting process. (1) The legislature 

authorizes the governor to develop the process for carrying 

out the purposes of this act. 

(2) In establishing this process, the governor shall 

appoint a citizens• advisory council to facilitate the 

statewide town •eetlng process. 

(3} The governor •ay seek outside nongovern•ant 

support and cooperation from private sources in order to 

facilitate the town meeting process. 

Section 3. Citizen involvenent in policy for.ulation. 

(1) Within 90 days after July 1o 1977, each county governing 

body ~~a++ aAY submit to the governor and the citizens• 

advis~ry council a program for citizen involvefient in the 

formulation of a long-range goals policy for the state and 

the county. This progra• shall contain at least provision 

for a citizens• advisory committee or committees broadly 

representative of geographic areas and of interests relating 

to economic development, employment opportunities, and land 

and n3tural resource use. A local planning board (or boards} 

may be designated by a county governing body to implement 

this -~rogram. 

(2) Each city or town in Hontana may develop its own 

-2- HB &78 
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town meeting p~ocess in coordination with its county town 

meeti~q plan. 

(3) Upon ~equest. the staff of the gove~no~•s office 

shall assist each county in the preparation and 

establishment of the citizen Involvement p~oqram. 

(4) The advisory council shall review the proposed 

program subDitted by each county to determine whether the 

proposed program adequately provides for public involvement 

in the foraulation of long-range goals. 

Section 4. Focus for long-range goals formulation 

process. Citizen involvement town meeting programs shall 

focus upon the following aspects of growth and development, 

including: 

(1) quality of life, including those physical, 

envir3nmenta1, social, economic, or other attributes of an 

area ~hich contribute to the way of life of the residents of 

that area; 

(2) expansion of local and statewide economic base, 

including employment potential; 

{3) resou~ce development; 

(4) residential development on the fringes of cities; 

(S) 

(6) 

(7) 

{6) 

core city development; 

second home development; 

industrial development; 

subdivisions of rural lands; 
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(9) conversions of land from agricultural uses; 

(10) recreational development; 

(11) development of alternative energy sources; 

{12) maintenance of the agricultural base of the 

economy. 

Section s. Time frame for completion of the statewide 

town meeting process. (1) The governor's office. with advice 

from the town meeting citizens' advisory tft~~~e ~~. 

shall adopt an overall plan for statewide town meeting 

coordination in the development of long-~ange statewide 

goals. 

(2) The ca.prehensive plan shall include a method for 

compilation and assimilation of the public opinion elicited 

through the various town meetings that will be taking place 

in each county. 

{3) The comprehensive town meeting plan shall include 

at least five regional meetings and one statewide meeting 

for the purpose of assembling public opinion in the 

devel~paent of lonq-range goals. 

{4) The governor shall sub~it to the 46th legislature 

a rep~rt that will contain the long-~ange goals developed 

through the statewide town meeting process~ 

~ection &. Financing the statewide town 

process. If it is determined that extra funding 

required, the governor and the town meeting 

-4-
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advis~ry ~es~-+~e ~~ are encouraged to seek outside 

2 nongo~ernment funding to facilitate Montana•s development of 

3 long-range goals. Interested corporationso individuals, 

~ organizations. and foundations may help fund the statewide 

, town neeting process through tax-deductible contributions. 

b Section 7. Supersedes 43-517. Since this act is 

7 enacted in partial fulfillment of section a. Article II of 

6 the Montana constitution. this act supersedes 43-517. 

-End-
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