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receiving bids, in the ~fficial newspaper of the county, and 

2 INTRODUCED BY 2 every such contract shall be let to the lowest and best 

3 3 responsible bidder; provided that the provisions of this 

4 A Bill FOR AN ACT ENTITLED: "AN ACT AMENDING SECTION 4 section shall not apply to contracts for public printing 

5 lb-1803, R.C.H. 1947, TO AllOW A COUNTY GOVERNING BOOY TO 5 entered into in accordance with the provisions of chapter 12 

6 PURCHASE USED EQUIPMENT AT AUCTION FOR A PRICE UP TO 6 of Title 16 and provided further, that the provisions of 

7 S30,000." 7 this section shall not apply to contracts for purchases, 

8 8 which in the opinion of the governing body, are made 

9 B( IT ENACTED 8Y THE LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF MONTANA: 9 necessary by fires. flood, explosion, storm• earthq~akeo or 

10 Section 1. Section 16-1803• R.c.M. 1947, is amended to 10 other elements. epidemic, r·iot. insurrection• or for the 

ll read as follows: 11 iamedlate preservation of order, or of the public health, or 

12 "16-1803. Procedure when request for bids is necessary 12 for the restoration of a condition of usefulness which has 

13 in making contracts for purchases and for construction of 13 been destroyed by accident, wear. tear, mischief, or for the 

14 buildings, roads and bridges exceeding ten thousand dollars l4 relief of a stricken community overtaken by calamity. 

15 (S10,000)• (1) ~o contract shall be entered into by a county 15 (2) Hhen the amount to be paid as the purchase price 

16 gov~rning body for the purchase of any vehicle, or road 16 for any vehicle. or road machinery of any kind, or for any 

17 machinery, or for any other machineryy apparatus, app1 iances 17 other machinery, apparatus, appliance or equipment, or for 

18 or equipment, or for any materials or supplies of any kind 18 any materials or supplies of any kind• shall exceed four 

19 for which must be paid a su~ in excess of ten thousand 19 thousand dollars (S4.000) the county governing body may 

20 dollars (S10,0DO)• or for the construction of any building, 20 provide for the payment of such purchase price in 

21 road or bridge for which must be paid a sum in excess of tPn 21 installments extending over a period of not more than five 

22 thous~nd dollars ($10o000)• without first publishing a 22 {5) years; provided that• at the time of entering into the 

23 notice calling for bids for furnishing the same. which 23 agreement for such purchase• there shall be an unexpended 

24 notice must be published at laast once a week, for three (3) 24 balance of appropriation in the budget for the then current 

25 consecutive weeks before the date fixed t.her=:i n for 25 fiscal year available and sufficient to meet and take care 
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of such portion of th~ purchase price as is payable during 

the thPn current fiscal year, and the budget for each 

following year, in which any portion of such purchase price 

is to be paid, shall contain an appropriation for the 

purpose of paying the same. 

(3) Every contract entered into for the rental of 

machinery, equipeent, apparatus, appliances, materials or 

supplies of any kind, which shall provide for payment of 

rental, by the county, and that after a certain fixed amount 

has been paid as rental, the property shall become the 

property of the county, or any other similar provisions or 

conditions, shall be de~ed and construed to be a contract 

for sale of such property, and all of the provisions of this 

section shall apply thereto and govern and control the same. 

(4) On any purchase contract entered into hy a county 

governing body for the purchase of any vehicle, machinery, 

appliances. apparatus. building or materials and supplies, 

for which must be paid a sum in excess of four thousand 

dollars (S4,000) but less than ten thousand dollars 

20 {$10,000), bids shall be solicited without advertising, fro• 

21 persons, firms or corporations who have caused to be filed 

22 with the governing body of the county a request, in writing. 

23 that its name be listed with thP governing body for 

24 solicitations on the particular items set forth in the 

25 request, and the governing body of the county shall let such 
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contract to the lowest and best responsible bidder. How2v2~• 

jf a ~Prson, fi~m, or co~poratian whose namP i5 1i5t~d ~2ils 

for a period of one (1) year to respond to nny solicitation 

for bids, such listing may be cancelled. Th~ gov~rning bo~y 

shall soljcit bjds of prospective suppliers whose name5 are 

listed as provided herein, which solicitation shall cant~in 

the same information as is required to be set forth in 

advertisements. In lieu of soliciting bids, the governing 

body may purchase any ~ vehicle, machinery, appl lances. 

apparatus• building or materials and supplies, for which 

must be paid a sum less than t~e-thou~eed-deT+e~~-tSlO,ooot. 

or anY suCh -eguipmgnt tHat is uSed, fdr which must be pajd a 

sum Jess than -sJQ,QQQ, at public auction. Compliance with 

the provisions of the section shall be consi~ered as meeting 

the requirements of section lb-1803 {1). 

(5) The state department of administrrltion may serv~ 

as a purchasing agent for the county governing body by 

mutual consent of both parties.• 

-End-
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Approved by Comm. 
on Local Government 

~ .. -- ~LL NO. ~~~~ ~ 

A BILL FOR AN ACT ENTITLED: "AN ACT AMENDING SECTION 

16-l803t R.C.M. 1947, TO ALLOW A COUNTY GOVERNING BODY TO 

PURCHASE USED EQUIPMENT AT AUCTION FOR A PRICE UP TO 

S30,000." 

BE IT ENACTED BY THE LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF MO~TANA: 

Section lo Section 16-1803, R.C.M. 1947t is amend~d to 

~ead as follows: 

"1&'-1803. Procedure when request for ·oids is necessary 

in making contracts for purchases and fo~ construction of 

buildings, roads and bridges exceeding ten thousand dollars 

($10,000). (1) No contract shall be entered into by a county 

goY~rning body for the purchase of any vehicle, or road 

m3chine~y, or for any othar machinery. apparatusy appliances 

or equipment, or for any materials o~ supplies of any kind 

for which must be paid a su• in 2xc~ss of ten thousand 

dolla~~ ($10,000), or for the construction of any Quildingo 

~oad or bridge fo~ which must be ~aid a sum in excess of ten 

thousund dollars ($10 1 000), without first pualishi~g a 

notice calling fo~ bids for furnishing the same, which 

notice must De publ i5h~d at least one~ 3 weekt for th~e~ {3) 

consecutive weeks befo~e the date fixed therein fo~ 

SECOND R E A D I N G 
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receiving bids, in the ~fficial newspaper of the county, and 

2 every such contract shall be let to the lowest and best 

3 responsible bidde~; p~ovided that the provisions of this 

4 section shall not apply to contracts fo~ public printing 

5 entered into in accordance with the p~ovisions of chapter 12 

6 of Title 16 and provided further, that the provisions of 

7 this section shall not apply to contracts for pUTchases, 

8 which in the opinion of the governing body, a~e made 

9 necessary by fires, flood, explosion. storm, earthquakeo or 

l:l other elements, epidemic• riot, insu~rection. or for the 

11 i~mediate preservation of order, or of the public health, or 

12 for the restoration of a condition of usefulness which has 

13 been destroyed by accident, wear, tear, mischief, or for the 

14 relief of a stricken community overtaken by calamity. 

15 (l) When the amount to be paid as the purchase price 

16 for any vehicle, or road machinery of any kind, o~ for any 

17 other machinery, apparatus, appliance o~ equipment, or for 

18 any materials or supplies of any kind, shall exceed four 

19 thousand dollars ($4,000) the county gove~ning body may 

20 p~ovide fo~ the payment of such pu~chase pric~ in 

21 installments extending over a p~riod of not more than five 

22 (5) years; provided that, at the time of cnte~ing into the 

23 >qreement for such pu~chase, there shall be an un~xpended 

24 balance of app~opriation in the budget for the then current 

25 fiscal year aYailable and sufficient to meet and take care 

-2- /.61.!-f 
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of such portion of the purchase price as is payable during 

the then current fiscal year, and the budget for each 

following year. in which any portion of such pu,..ch.ase price 

is to be paid, shall contain an appropriation for the 

purpose of paying the same. 

(31 Every contract entered into for the rent~l of 

~achinery, equipment, apparatus, appliances, materials or 

supplies of any kind, which shall provide for payment of 

rental, by the county• and that after a certain fixed amount 

has been paid as rental, the property shall beco.e the 

property of the county, or any other similar provisions or 

conditions, shall be deemed and construed to be a contract 

for sale of such property, and all of tha provisions of this 

section shall apply thereto and govern and control the same. 

(41 On any purchase contract entered into by a county 

governing body for the purchase of any vehicle, machinery, 

appliances, apparatus, building or materials and su~plies, 

for which must be paid a sum in excess of four thousand 

do.ll ars (S4,000) but less than ten thousand dollars 

20 (SlDrOOO), bids shall be solicited without advertising, from 

21 persons, firms or corporations who have caused to be filed 

22 with the governing body of the county a request, in writing, 

23 that its name be listed ~ith tho governing body for 

24 solicitations on the particular items set forth in the 

25 request, and the governing body of the county shall let such 
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contract to the lowest an1 best responsible bidder. However. 

;f 3 ~Prson~ firm• or corporati~n whose nam~ is list?d fJils 

for a period of one (1) year to respond to ~ny solicitation 

for bids, such listing may be C3ncelled. The gov~rning body 

sha1l solicit bids of prospective suppliers whose names are 

listed as provided herein, ~hich solicitatio~ shall contain 

the same information as is required to be set forth in 

advertisements. In lieu of soliciting bids, the governinq 

body may purchase any~ vehicle, machinery, appliances, 

apparatus, building or ~aterials and supplies, for which 

must be paid a sum less than t~n-thou~end-~++ers-tSIO,OOOt• 

or any such eguip-ent th?t fs used. for wnich must be p-3jd a 

sum less than S30~ at public auction. Co~pliance with 

the provisions of the section shall be considered as meeting 

the requirements of seEtion 16-1803 (1)• 

(5) The state department of ad~inistr~tion may serve 

as a purchasing agent for the county governinq body by 

mutual consent of both parties.• 

-End-

-4-
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/JttUJ A.. BILL NOo .kl!t_ 

£'/horrn ,£& r -•, £ ~;J. Cq INTRODUCED BY 

A BILL FOR AN ACT ENTITLED: "AN ACT AMENDING SECTION 

lo-1803, RoCoMo 1947, TO ALLOW A COUNTY GOVERNING BODY TO 

PURCHASE USED EQUIPMENT AT AUCTION FOR A PRICE UP TO 

S3o,ooo.• 

BE IT ENACTED BY THE LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF MONTaNA: 

Section 1. Section lo-1803, R.C.M. 1947, is a111ended to 

read as follows: 

"16~1803o Procedure when request for bids is necessary 

in making contracts for purchases and for construction of 

buildings• roads and bridges exceeding ten thousand dollars 

(S10oOOO)o (1) ~o contract shall be entered into by a county 

governing body for the purchase of any vehicle, or road 

m3Chineryo or for any othar machinery, ap~atuso appliances 

or equipment, or for any materials or supplies of 3ny kind 

for which must be paid a sum in excess of ten th~usand 

dollars (SlOoOOO)o or for the construction of any building• 

road -::>r bridge for which must be paid a sum in excess of t<>n 

thousand dollars (SlOoOOO)• without first publishing a 

notice calling for bids for furnishing the same, which 

notice must be publish~d at l~ast once 3 week, for three {3) 

consecutive weeks before the date fixed ther';!in for 

T H I R D R E A D I N G 
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1 receiving bidso in the official newspaper of the county. and 

z every such contract shall be let to the lowest and best 

3 responsible bidder; provided that the provisions of this 

4 section shall not apply to contracts for public printing 

5 entered into in accordance with the provisions of chapter 12 

6 of Title 16 and provided furthero that the ~revisions of 

1 this section shall not apply to contracts for purchases, 

8 which In the opini·on of the governing body.- are made 

9 necessary by flreso floodo explosion, stor•• earthquake• or 

1(] other elements, e~idemico riot, insurrection, or for the 

11 i•-diate preservation~ order, or of tbe ~ublic health, or 

12 for the restoration of a condition of usefulness which has 

13 been destroyed by accident, wearo teart mischief, or for the 

14 relief of a stricken co•aunity overtaken by cala•ity. 

15 (2) When the amount to be paid as the purchase price 

lb for any vehicle, or road ~achinery of any kind, or for any 

11 other Machinery, apparatus, appliance or equipment, or for 

18 any materials or supplies of any kind, shall exceed four 

19 thous~nd dollars (S4,000) the county governing body may 

20 provide for tne payment of such purchase pric~ in 

21 installments extending over a p~riod of not more than five 

22 {5) years; provided that, at the ti~e of entering into ~he 

23 agreement for such purchase, there shdll be an unexpended 

24 balance of appropriation in the budget for the then current 

25 fiscal year available and sufficient to meet and take care 

-2- /fiL.!J' 
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of such portion of the purchase price as is payable during 

the then current fiscal year, and the budget for each 

following year, in which any portion of such purchase price 

is to be paid, shall contain an appropriation for the 

purpose of paying the same. 

(3) Every contract entered into for the rent~l of 

machinery, equipment, apparatus. appliances, eaterials· or 

supplies of any kind, which shall provide for payment of 

rental, by the county, and that after a certain fixed amount 

has been paid as rental, the property shall become the 

property of the countyo or any other si•ilar provisions or 

conditions, shall be deemed and construed to be a contract 

for sale of such property, and all of the provisions of this 

section shall apply thereto and govern and control the same. 

(4) On any purchase contract entered into by a county 

governing body for the purchase of any vehicle, machinery, 

appliances. apparatus, building or materials and supplies, 

for which must be ?aid a sum in excess of four thousand 

dollars (S4o000) but less than ten thousand dollars 

20 (SlO,OOO)t bids shall be solicited ~ithout advertisiny, from 

21 per.sons, firms or corporations "ho have caused to be filed 

22 with the governing body of the county a request, in "ritingo 

23 that its name be listed with the governing body for 

24 solicitations on the particular items set forth in the 

25 request, and the governing body of the county shall let such 
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contract to the lowest and best responsible bidder. Ho.,ev~r, 

if a person, firm, or corporation whose n~e Is list~d fails 

for a period of one (1) year to respond to any solicitation 

for bidso such listing IRay be cancelled. The governing body 

shall solicit bids of prospective suppliers whose names are 

liste~ as provided herein, which solicitation shall contain 

the same information as is required to be set forth In 

advertisements. In lieu of soliciting bids, the governing 

body ·may purchase any ~ vehic~le, machinery, appl ianceso 

apparatus, building or aaterials ~and suppl ieso· for which 

aust be paid a sue less than ~-tltot1Setld4te++e~-tS10o00frt• 

or ;11111 :;;uch egujpgent tnat js ~.sed. cfdt wbjcb lllist be pajd a 

sym less than ·s3osooo, at public auction. Compliance with 

the provisions of the section shall be considered as Meeting 

the require-..nts of section 16-~8U3 (1)• 

(5) The state department. of administration may serve 

as a purchasing agent for the county governing body by 

mutual consent of both parties.• 

-End-

-4-



March 10, 1977 

STANDING COMMITTEE REPORT 
Senate Committee on Local Government 

That House Bill No. 675 be amended as follows: 

1. Amend page 4, section 1, line 9. 
Following: "any" 
Strike: "new" 


