
45th Legislature LC 1026/01 

-~BILL NO.~ 
I ~TROIJUCEO tlY v;_/jf.££Nr_ 

4 A BILL FOR AN ACT ENTITLED: "AN ACT TO REClllRE THE DISTRICT 

5 COURTS TO A~ARD THE PREVAilING PARTY IN ACT lOllS INVOLVING 

SlO.OJO OR LESS ATTORNEV•S FEES AND E~PERT ftlTNESS FEES." 

1 

3 BE IT E~ACTED BY THE LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF MONTANA: 

9 Section 1. Attorney and expert witness fees in actions 

10 involving ten thousand do1lars or less. In any civil action 

11 brought in a district court in which the recovery or~ if 

12 there is no recovery. the claim is for $l0o000 or less. the 

13 court shall allow as costs to the prevailing party a 

14 reasonable attorney•s fee. In addition. the court shdll 

15 allow as costs to such party the fees of not ~ore than three 

1~ exp~rt witnesses in an amount not exceeding £250 for ~ach 

L7 'f'llitne.c;s. 

-Elld-

I N T R 0 D U C E D B l L L 
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4 A BILL FOR AN ACT ENTITLED: •AN ACT TO REQUIRE THE OISTP-ICT 

5 COURTS TO AWARD THE PREVAILING PARTY IN ACTIONS INVOlVING 

5 ~lOoOOO OR LESS ATTORNEY•S FEES AND EXPERT WITNESS fEES.• 

7 

8 BE IT ENACTED BY THE LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF MONTANA: 

9 Section 1. Attorney and expert witness fees in actions 

10 involving ten thousand dollars or less. In any civil action 

11 brought in a district court in which the recovery oro if 

12 there is no recovery. the clai• is for sto,ooo or less, the 

13 court shall allow as costs to the prevailin~ party 3 

14 reasonable attorney•s fee. In addition, the court shall 

15 allow 0s costs to such ~arty the fees of not more than three 

16 exp2rt witn2sses tn an amount not exceeding S250 for ~ach 

17 -witness. 

-End-
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2 

3 

4 A BILL FOR AN ACT ENTITlED: •AN ACT TO ~~E ALLQH THE 

5 DISTRICT COURTS TO AWARD THE PREVAILING PARTY IN ACTIONS 

6 INVOLVING $10y000 OR LESS ATTORNEY'S FEES ANO EXPERT WITNESS 

1 ftEs.• 

8 

9 BE IT ENACTED BY THE LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF MONTANA: 

10 Section 1. Attorney and expert witness ~ees in actions 

11 involving t?n thousand dollars or less. In any civil action 

12 FOR HUNETARX DAMAGES brought in a district court in ~hlch 

13 the r~covery or. if there is no recovery, the claim is for 

14 Slo.ooo or less. the court ~+ ~ allow as costs to the 

15 prevailing party a reasonable attorney's fee. In addition, 

16 the court ~nft++ HAY allo~ as costs to such party th~ fees of 

17 not ;r;ore than t:-.re"! expert "'itnesses in an a,nount not 

18· exceeui ng $250 for <>ach witness. 

19 ~N 2. REASONAELE ATTORNEY'S EE"S• REASONA8L~ 

ZO ALIQR~Y'S EEEi_-Aaf__IHE CUSTOMARY RATrS FOR AN ATTORNEY'S 

li _s~~Llli_.Il:1L.!:fJLINTY IN \IHICH IE IAL IS tiEL D. HCEPJ THAT 

22 EQJi TijE pUBP!.JSES Of !l,ECOVERY UNDER THIS ACT, SUCH ~Ali..L11AY 

23 HQI_E~EfO FIFTY QD\lARS PER HOUR. 

24 ~~IQ~ 3. ATTORNEY'S FEES NOT TO Bf AHA~P~___l~ 

25 f.~!.ll CIVIl ACUO!i.S. AUCKIIEY'S EHS MAY tHllJ!f AWARDED 

T H I R D R E A D I N G 
SECOND PRINTING 

2 

!ill 0633/03 

~tLC Ill Il aCI..l.lJ.N.LBRl]UGHr OR DEFENDED :1Y A PARTY WHO IS 

&f£&E~EQ BY A LEGAl SERVICES ATTORNEY• 

-End-
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