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A BILL FOR AN ACT ENTITLED: ™AN ACT DEFINIFG ALL-TFREAIE
YEAICLE, REQUIRING BEGISTRATION OF SUCH VEHICLES, FRCVIDING
FOR AN ANNUAL USE PERMIT, AND BESTABLISHING OPERATION AND

SAFETY REQUIREMENTS FOR SUCH VEBICLES.™

BE IT ENACTED BY THE LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE CF MONTANA:

Section 1. Definitions. As used in this act the
following definitions apply:

1) “pPerson" means an individual, pactnership,
association, or corporation.

(2} "All-terrain vehicle™ pgeans any self-propelled
vehicle designed or used primarily for travel over natural
terrain or on undeveloped rcads or trails, which is not
othervise registered or licensed under the laws of the state
of Montana, The ters includes motorcycles not licensed under
Title 53, chapter 1.

{3) *“Owner" aeans every gersoen, other than a
lienholder or perscn having a security interest only, having
a certificate of ownership to an all-terrain vehicle, and
entitled to the use or possession therecf.

(5} "Commission™ means the fish and game comaissicn.

{=1 "dbA" means sound pressure level measured on the
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"A" weight scale in decibels.

Section 2. Certificate of ownership. 1) No
all-terrain vehicle may be operated in the state unless a
certificate of ownership has first been obtained for the
vehicle,

{(2) The owner of an all-terrain vwvehicle shall aake
application for a certificate of cwnership with the county
treasurer of the county in which the cwner resides opon
forms to be furnished for this purpose. The foras shall
require the name of owner, residence by towno and county,
business or thome wmailing address, npame and address of
lienholder, amount due under contract or 1lien, name and
address of wsanufacturer, model number or name, serial
nunber, and name and address of dealer or other person from
whom acquired. The application shall be signed by at least
one owner or by a properly authborized officer or
representative of the owner.

{3) TUpon completicn c¢f the agplication and wugpon
payaent of a $3 Tecording fee, the county +treasurer shall
issue to the applicant cne copy of the application and shall
forward the original and one additicnal copy to the
registrar of motor vehicles. The registrar shall cause to be
entered the information contained in the applicaticn wufpon
the corresponding records of his office and shall issue the

applicant a certificate of cenership. Cne-bhalf cf the
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recording fee shall be retained by the county treasurer and
one-half shall be forwarded tc the registrar of motor
vehicles.

Section 3. Transfer of interest. (1) Upcon a transfer
of any interest of am owner in an all-terrain ‘vehicle, the
person whose interest is to be transferred shall write his
signature with pen and ink upon the certificate of cwnership
issued for such vehicle, in the appropriate space provided
gpon the reverse side of soch certificate, and such
signature shall be acknowledged Lefore a notary public.

{(2) Within 20 days thercafter, the transferee shall
forward +the certificate of ownership sc endorsed, together
with the infoxrmation required upder this act, to the
registrar, who shall file the same upon receipt therecf. No
certificate of ownership ray be issued by the registrar of
motor vehicles wuntil the outstanding certificates are
surrendered to that office or their loss established tc kis
reasonable satisfaction. EPach application fcr transfer of
ownership shall be accompanied bty a fee of $3.

{3) The provisions of subsectior (2} of this section,
requiring a transferee to forward the certificate of
cwpership after endorsement to the registrar, shall not
apply in the event of the transfer of an all-terrain vehicle
to a licensed dealer intending to resell such vehicle and

vho operates the same only for demonstratiorn purposes. Each
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such dealer shall upon transferring interest in the vehicle
forward the certificate of ownership endorsed by the former
cwner and an application executed by the mew cwner tc the
registrar of motor vehicles. The registrar upon TrTeceipt of
the certificate of ownership and applicatiorn fcr a new
certificate, together with the conditicnal sales contract or
other lien, if any, shall 4isswe a new certificate of
ownership, tcgether with a statement of any conditional
sales contract, mortgage, or cther lien.

(4) A peralty of $15 shall be collected by the county
treasurer uponl aDn ownerts failure to transfer title within
the time specified in subsection (2).

Section 4, Lost or wmutilated certificates., In the
event any certificate of cwnership is lost, autilated, or
becomes illegible, the persons to vhoe the saxe was lissued
shall imwmediately wmake application for and may ottain a
duplicate thereof, upon payeent of a fee of $1.

Section 5. Erxeaptions., {1) The provisions of tuis act
with respect to certification of cwnership dc not apply to
all-terrain vehicles cwned or used by the United Stetes or
ancther state or any agency or political subdivision thereof
or any vehicle to be temporarily used within this state for
a pericd of not more tham 30 days. All-terrain wvehicles
owvned by the state of Mcntana cor any agency cr political

subdivision therecf are exempt only from the payment of fees
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but shall otherwise comply with all the requirements of this
acte.

{2y No political subdivisions of +this state say
prescribe further 1licensing or registration ¢f all-terrain
vehicles, and no political subdivision way 1levy fees or
charges for use or operation of such vehicles within the
sobdivision.

Section 6. Use permit., (1} In additiom to cbtaining a
certificate of ownership, an owner of an all-terrain vehicle
mast obtain a use permit decal for each vehicle operated inm
the state of Montana.

{2) Application for such use permit shall be made to
the county treasurer upon forms to be furnished for this
purpose, which shall provide for substantially the following
information: name of ouwner, address, certificate of
cwnership number, name of manufacturer, sodel number, make,
horsepover, and year of sanufacture. The applicatice shall
be accompanied by a fee of $15, $10 of which shall he
retained in the county general fund and $5 of which shall be
transferred to the earmarked revenue fund to the credit of
the fish and game commissior to be used for developing and
maintaining all-terrain vehicle facilities,

{3) Upon receipt of the application in approved fors
the county treasurer shall issue to the applicant a decal in

the style and design prescribed by the treasurer. The decal
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shall be displayed on the all-terrain vehicle in a
conspicuonus manper at all times.

{3 Any person operating an all-terrazin wvehicle on
vhich the use permit decal is not displayed is guilty of a
misdemeanor and shall be fined not less than $25 or wore
than $100.

{5) The use permit required by this section is in lieu
of all ad valorea taxes on such vehicles.

Section 7. Application to be =made annmwally — lost
decal. (1 Application must be made annually to the county
treagsurer for the issuance of use permit decals. A1l decals
expire on December 31 of each yvear.

{2) In the event any decal 1is lost, mutilated, or
becomes illegible, the person to whes it wvas issued shall
immedjately make application for and may obtain a duplicate
thereof, upop payment of a fee of %1 to the county
treasurer.

Section 8, PReport of stoler and recovered vehicles.
The sheriff of every county of the state and the chief of
police or commissioner of police of every city shall make
iamediate report to the registrar of motor vehicles of any
all-terrain vehicle reported to him as stolen or recovered,
upen foras provided for by the registrar of motor vehicles.
Pailure on the part of any officer is wisfeasance in cffice

and is grounds for removal. Opon receipt cf such
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information, the registrar shall file the same in an index
to be known as the “stolen and recovered all-terrain vehicle
index™. The registrar shall file reports of stclen and
recovered all-terrain vehicles reported to his frcm cother
states. The registrar shall prepare once a month a 1list of
all such wvehicles stolen or recovered during the previous
month and forward a copy of the same to every sheriff and
all police Jdepartments in cities of the first, second, and
third class. Such 1list shall also bte forwarded ¢c the
secretary of state or other proper official in each state of
the United States, Before a certificate of ownershirp may be
issued under this act, the motor and serial number on the
all-terrain vehicle to be registered shall be checked
against the "stolen and recovered all-terrain vehicle
indexn.

Section 9., Operation on public street, rcad, or
highway. (1) No person may operate am all-terrain wvehicle on
a public street, road, or highway except in the following
cases:

(a) when the street, road, or highway 1is in such
condition because of weather that travel thereon bty cther
motor vehicles is impractical or impossitle;

{b) when it is necessary to c¢ross the street, road, or
highway in order to get to anotker authorized area of

operation. Such crossing skall be made at an angle of
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approximately 90° to the direction of the street, rcad, or
highway, at a place where no cbstruction prevents a quick
and safe crossing. The all-terrain vehicle shall =make a
complete stop before crossing, amd the operater shall yield
the right-of-way to all oncoming traffic,

{c) vhen a city or county street, road, cr highway has
been designated by the local governimng body as an area where
such vehicles may be operated. Imn such case, the vehicle
may be operated only on such porticn of the street, road, or
bighway designated for such uvse and only during the time
designated for such use,

(2) It 1is wunlavful for any person to operate any
all-terrainr vehicle npon a puaklic street or highway:

ta) at a rate of speed greater than provided by 1law
for motor vehicles;

{b) while wunder the infloence of intoxicating liguor
or narcotics or habit-foraing drugs:

{¢) in a careless or reckless manner so as to endanger
the person or property of another or cause injury or damage
to either;

{d} without & lighted head apnd taillight between the
hours of dusk and dawn;

e} without a wvalid operator's licemse or without
heing accocmpanied by a person holding a valid orerstor's

license.
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{3) It is unlawful to operate or permit operaticm cof
an all-terrain vehicle by a person who by reascn of physical
or eental disability is incapable of operatipg the wehicle
as required for safety under the prevailing circuastances.

Section 10. Other unlawvful operation. Wc perscon while
operating an all-terrain vehicle may:

{1y drive, rally, or hacrass any cf the game arimals,
gape birds, or fur-bearing anipals of the state or any
livestock, provided +that an owner of livestock is not
prohibited from managing or driving his own livestock by the
use of all-terrain vehicles and may direct other persomns to
so manage or drive his livestock. The department of fish and
gawe, includimg its duly authorized employees, is not
prokibited from managing or driving game animals, game
birds, or fur-bearipg anisals by thke use of all-terrain
vehicles.

(2) discharge a firearm from an all-terrain vehicle;

{3) carry any passenger unless the all-terrain vehicle
has adequate seating room and foot rests for each passenger.

Section 11. Exhaust eguipment. (1) EBach all-terrain
vehicle shall be egquipped at all times with noise
suppression devices capable of reducing noise level +to not
more than:

ta) 92 dba at 50 feet with the engine at one-half the

saxizur safe revolutions per mipute; o
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(b 110 dbk at 20 inches froem the exhaust with the
engine at one-half the maximup safe revolutions per minute,
in which case the decimeter shall be held at 45° tc the rear
of and level with the point of exhaust emission.

{2} EBach all-terrain vehicle shall be equipped with a
United States forest service approved spark arrestor muffler
at all tiases,

Section 12. HMinor tc wear helmet. Mo minor may operate
an all-terrain vehicle unless wearing a protective helmet,

Section 13. Penalties, Except as otherwise provided:

{1} a person who willfully violates any provision of
this act or a rule adopted pursuwant thereto shall gpay a
civil penalty of not less tham 350 or more than $1,000 for
each separate violation, and shall be additionally 1liable
for any damage caused thereby;

2y a ranufacturer who certifies that a new
all-terrain vehicle can meet the sound level 1limitaticns
imposed by this act is subject to the pepalty provisions of
subsection (1) if any machine sc certified does not meet the
appropriate sound level lisitation.

Section 14. Enforcement. The fish and game comsission,
enforcement personnel, the sheriffs and their deputies of
the varicus counties of the state, the Mcntana highway
patrol, and the police of each wmunicipality shall enferce

the provisicns of this act.
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Section 15. Accidents involving all-terrain vebicles.
The cwner or operator of an all-terrair vehicle which is
involved 1in any accident, c¢cllisicn, or upset upon a fublic
street or highway vhere perscnal injury occurs tc any persosn
or where property damage exceeds $100, shall repcrt the
accident or occurrence to a state or local law—enforcement
agency Tresponsible for collecting rteports of accidents
involving aotor vehicles.

—End-
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