
qsth Legislature LC l071j01 

2 Ili'I'RODUCEJ: 

3 

4 A BILL FOR AN ACT ENTITLED: "AN ACT DEPIBIJG ALL-TERRAIN 

5 VEHICLE, REQUIRING R!GIS~RATION OP SUCH VEHICLES, PRCVIDING 

6 YOR AN ANNUAL USE PER!IT, ABO ESTABLISHING OPERlTIOB ABO 

7 SAFETY REQUIREeENTS FOR SUCH lEBICLES." 

8 

q BE I~ ENACTED BY THE LEGISLATURE OF THE S!l!E CP eOBT&Nl: 

10 Section 1. Definitions. As used in this act the 

11 following definitions apply: 

12 (1) "Person" •eans an individual, partnership, 

13 association, or corporation. 

14 (2) "All-terrain vehicle" 11eans any self-propelled 

15 vehicle designed or used pri•arlly for travel over natural 

16 terrain or on undeveloped roads or trails, which is not 

11 otherwise registered or licensed under the laws of the state 

1 8 of Montana. The ter• includes motorcycles not licensed under 

19 Title 53, chapter 1. 

20 ( 3) "Owner" 11eans every Ferson, other than a 

21 lienholder or person having a security interest only, having 

22 a certificate of ownership to an all-terrain vehicle, and 

23 entitled to the use or possession therecf. 

2q (q) "Co•Bission" •eans the fish and game co•aissicn. 

25 (5) "db.t." •eans sound pressure level measured on the 
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"A" weight scale in decibels. 

Section 2. Certificate of 011nership. ( 1) llo 

all-terrain vehicle may be operated in the state unless a 

certificate of ownership has first been obtained for the 

vehicle. 

(2) The owner of an all-terrain vehicle shall •ate 

application tor a certificate of cwnership with the county 

treasurer of the county in which the cvner resides upon 

forms to be furnished for this purpose. The for•s shall 

require the na•e of owner, residence by town and county, 

business or home •ailing address, na•e and address of 

lienholder, amount due under contract or lien, na•e and 

address of manufacturer, model number or name, serial 

number, and name and address of dealer or other person fro• 

who• acquired. The application shall be signed by at least 

one owner or by a properly authorized officer or 

representative of the owner. 

(3) Upon completion cf the application and UfOD 

payment of a $3 recording fee, the county treasurer shall 

issue to the applicant one copy of the application and shall 

forward the original and one additicnal copy to the 

registrar of motor vehicles. The registrar shall cause to be 

entered the information contained in the application UfOD 

the corresponding records of his office and shall issue the 

applicant a certificate of c11nership. One-half cf the 
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recording fee shall be retained by the county treasurer and 

one-half shall be forwarded to the registrar of •otor 

vehicles. 

Section 3. Transfer of interest. (1) Upon a transfer 

of any interest of an owner in an all-terrain ·vehicle, the 

person whose interest is to be transferred shall writ~ his 

signature vith pen and ink upon the certificate of cwnershif 

issued for such vehicle, in the appropriate space provided 

upon the reverse side of such certificate, and such 

signature shall be acknowledged before a notary public. 

(2) llithin 20 days thereafter, the transferee shall 

forward the certificate of ownership so endorsed, together 

with the infor•ation required under this act, to the 

registrar, who shall file the saae upon receipt thereof. No 

certificate of ownership may be issued by the registrar of 

•otor vehicles until the outstanding certificates are 

surrendered to that office or their loss established tc his 

reasonable satisfaction. Each application fer transfer of 

ownership shall be acco•panied ty a fee of $3. 

(3) The provisions of subsection (2) of this section, 

requiring a transferee to forward the certificate of 

ownership after endorseaent to the registrar, shall not 

apply in the event of the transfer of an all-terrain vehicle 

to a licensed dealer intending to resell such vehicle and 

who operates the sa•e only for deaonstration purposes. Each 
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such dealer shall upon transferring interest in the vehicle 

forward the certificate of ownership endorsed by the former 

cvner and an application executed by the new cwner tc the 

registrar of motor vehicles. The registrar upon receipt of 

the certificate of ownership and application fer a new 

certificate, together with the conditional sales contract or 

otber lien, if any, shall issue a new certificate of 

ownership, together with a statement of any conditional 

sales contract, aortgage, or other lien. 

(4) A penalty of $15 shall be collected by the county 

treasurer upon an owner's failure to transfer title within 

the time specified in subsection (2). 

Section 4. Lost cr mutilated certificates, In the 

event any certificate of ownership is lost, mutilated, or 

becomes illegible, the persons to whom the same vas issued 

shall iamediately make application fer and may attain a 

duplicate thereof, upon payment of a fee of $1. 

Section 5. Exemptions. (1) The proYisions of this act 

with respect to certification of ownership de not apply to 

all-terrain vehicles cvned or used by the United Stctes or 

another state or any agency or political subdivision thereof 

or any vehicle to be teaporarily used within this state for 

a period of not more than 30 days. All-terrain vehicles 

owned by the state of "cntana or any agency cr political 

subdivision thereof are exempt only from the payment of fees 
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but shall otherwise co•ply with all the require•ents of this 

act. 

(2) No political subdivisions of this state may 

prescribe further licensing or registration of all-terrain 

vehicles, and no political subdivision •ay levy fees or 

charges far use or operation of such vehicles within the 

subdivision. 

Section 6. Use permit. (1) In addition to obtaining a 

certificate of ownership, an owner of an all-terrain vehicle 

•nst obtain a use per•it decal for each vehicle operated in 

the state of ~ontana. 

(2) lpplication for such use perait shall be aade to 

the county treasurer upon for•s to be furnished for this 

purpose, which shall provide for substantially the following 

information: naae of ovner, address, certificate of 

ownership number, naae of •anufacturer, aodel nuaber, •ake, 

horsepower, and year of aanufacture. The application shall 

be accoapanied by a fee of $15, S10 of which shall be 

retained in the county general fund and $5 of which shall be 

transferred to the earaarked revenue fund to the credit of 

the fish and game co••ission to be used for developing and 

aaintaininq all-terrain vehicle facilities. 

(3) Upon receipt of the application in approved for• 

the county treasurer shall issue to the applicant a decal in 

the style and design prescribed by the treasurer. The decal 
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shall be displayed on the all-terrain vehicle 

conspicuous •anner at all tiaes. 

in a 

(Q) &ny person operating an all-terrain vehicle on 

which the use perait decal is not displayed is guilty of a 

aisdeaeanor and shall be fined not less than $25 or aore 

than $100. 

{5) The use per1it required by tbis section is in lien 

of all ad valore• taies on such vehicles. 

Section 7. Application to be •ade annually lost 

decal. (1) Application aust be aade annually to the county 

treasurer for the issuance of use perait decals. All decals 

expire on Deceaber 31 of each year. 

(2) In the event any decal is lost, •utilated, or 

becoaes illegible, the person to vhoa it vas issued shall 

i••ediately aake application for and aay obtain a duplicate 

thereof, upon payaent of a fee of $1 to the county 

treasurer. 

Section 8. Eeport of stolen and recovered vehicles. 

The sheriff of every county of the state and the chief of 

police or coaaissioner of police of every city shall aake 

iaaediate report to the registrar of actor vehicles of any 

all-terrain vehicle reported to him as stolen or recovered, 

upon forms provided for by the registrar of actor vehicles. 

Failure on the part of any officer is •isfeasance in cffice 

and is grounds for reaoval. Upon receipt cf such 
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infor•ation, the registrar shall file the sa•e in an inde~ 

to be kno~n as the "stolen and recovered all-terrain vehicle 

index•. The registrar shall file reports of stolen and 

recovered all-terrain vehicles reported to hi• frca ether 

states. The registrar shall prepare once a •onth a list of 

all such vehicles stolen or recovered during the previous 

1onth and forward a copy of the sa•e to every sheriff and 

all police departaents in cities of the first, second, and 

third class. Such list shall also ce forwarded tc the 

secretary of state or other proper official in each state of 

the United States. Before a certificate of ownership aay be 

issued under this act, the actor and serial nuaber on tbe 

all-terrain vehicle to be registered shall be checked 

against the •stolen and recovered all-terrain vehicle 

index". 

section 9. Operation on public street, ~:cad, or 

highway. (1) No person 1ay operate an all-terrain vehicle on 

a public street, road, or highway except in the following 

cases: 

(a) when the street, road, or highway is in such 

condition because of weather that travel thereon by ether 

•otor vehicles is i•practical or i•possihle; 

(b) ~ben it is necessary to cross tbe street, road, or 

highway in order to get to another authorized area of 

operation. such crossing shall be aade at an angle of 
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appro~i•ately 90° to the direction of the street, road, or 

highway, at a place abere no cbstruction prevents a quick 

and safe crossing. The all-terrain vehicle shall make a 

co•plete stop before crossing, and the operator shall yield 

the right-of-way to all oncoaing traffic. 

(c) when a city or county street, road, cr highway has 

been designated by the local governing body as an area where 

such vehicles •ay be operated. In such case, the vehicle 

•ay be operated only on such portico of the street, road, or 

highway designated for such use and only during the ti•e 

designated for such use. 

(2) It is unlawful for any person to operate any 

all-terrain vehicle npon a public street or highway: 

~) at a rate of speed greater than provided by law 

for actor vehicles; 

lb) while under the influence of intoxicating liquor 

or narcotics or habit-foraing drugs: 

(c) in a careless or reckless ~anner so as to endanger 

the person or property of another or cause injury or da•age 

to either; 

{d) without a lighted head and taillight between the 

hours of dus~ and dawn; 

(e) without a valid operator's license or without 

being accompanied by a person holding a valid orerator•s 

license. 
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13) It is unlawful to operate or perait operation of 

an all-terrain vehicle by a person who by reason of physical 

or aental disability is incapable of operating the vehicle 

as required for safety under the prevailing circuastances. 

Section 10. other unlawful operation. Wo person while 

operating an all-terrain vehicle aay: 

(1) driYe, rally, or harass any of the gaae aniaals, 

game birds, or fur-bearing animals of the state or any 

livestock, proYided that an owner of liYestock is not 

prohibited froa aanaging or driYing his own liYestock by the 

use of all-terrain vehicles and aay direct other persons to 

so aanage or drive his livestock. the departaent of fish and 

gaae, including its duly authorized eaployees, is not 

prohibited froa aanaging or driving gaae aniaals, gaae 

birds, or fur-bearing aniaa 1.s by tbe use of all-terrain 

vehicles. 

(2) discharge a fireara froa an all-terrain vehicle; 

(3) carry any passenger unless the all-terrain vehicle 

has adequate seating rooa and foot rests for each passenger. 

Section 11. E:.:haust eguipaent. (1) Each all-terrain 

vehicle shall be equipped at all tiaes with noise 

suppression devices capable of reducing noise level to not 

aore than: 

(a) 92 dbA at 50 feet vitb the engine at one-half the 

aa:.:imua safe revolutions per ainute; 01 
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I b) 110 dbA at 20 inches froa the e:.:haust vith the 

engine at one-half the aa:.:i•u• safe revolutions per ainute, 

in which case the deciaeter shall be held at 45° to the rear 

of and level with tbe point of e:.:haust e•ission. 

(2) Each all-terrain vehicle shall be equipped with a 

United states forest service approved spark arrestor •nffler 

at all tiaes. 

Section 12. ~inor to vear belaet. No ainor aay operate 

an all-terrain vehicle unless wearing a protective helaet. 

Section 13. Penalties. Except as otherwise provided: 

(1) a person who willfully Yiolates any provision of 

this act or a rule adopted pursuant thereto shall pay a 

civil penalty of not less tban $50 or acre than $1,000 for 

each separate violation, and shall be additionally liable 

for any daaage caused thereby; 

(2) a •anufacturer who certifies that a new 

all-terrain vehicle can aeet the sound level li•itaticns 

ieposed by this act is subject to the penalty provisions of 

subsection 11) if any aachine sc certified does not •eet the 

appropriate sound level liaitation. 

Section 14. Enforceaeut. !be fish and qaae co•aission, 

enforce•ent personnel, the sheriffs and their deputies of 

the various counties of the state, the ~ontana highway 

patrol, and the police of each aunicipality shall enforce 

the provisions of this act. 
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Section 15. Accidents involving all-terrain vehicles. 

2 The cvner or operator of an all-terrain vehicle which is 

3 involved in any accident, collision, or upset upon a fUblic 

4 street or highway vbere personal injury occurs to any person 

5 or where property daaage exceeds $100, shall refcrt the 

6 accident or occurrence to a state or local lav-enforceaent .. 
1 agency responsible for collecting reports of accidents 

8 involving aotor vehicles. 

-End-
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