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A BILL FOR ~~ ACT ENTITLED: aAN ACT Rl!LlllNG TO BECLAelTION 

OF I!INIMG LARDS; A!UIJING S!CTIOIIS 50-1202, 50-1203, 

50-1205, 50-1206, 50-1207, 50-1208, 50-1209, 50-1210, 

50-1211, 50-1212, 50-1213, 50-121., AID 50-1221, R.C.I!. 

19q7; CREATIIIG A I Eli R .C.II. SECTIOJ 50-1228 FRCYIDIIIG 

I!AIIDAIIOS lS A REII!DI TO COI!Pl!L l!BFOBCEII!IT OF TITLI 50, 

CHAPTER 12." 

BE IT ENACTED Bl TBI LEGISLATURE OF TH! S!lTl! CF IIOITlNA: 

Section 1. Section 50-1202, R.C.I!. 19Q7, is aaended to 

read as follows: 

"50-1202. Purposes of a~t. The purposes of this act 

are to provide: {i) that the usefulness, productivity and 

scenic values of all lands and surface ~aters invclved in 

mining and •ining exploration within tbe boundaries and 

lawful jurisdiction of the state will receive the ~£eataet 

£8ii88HiiBle Q8~£8B Bf f£Bteetiee aae £B&laa~tieR~ 

9eeetieial Oiee be§1___!~ological __ ~_!H!!.ir.2Mllia 1 

protection available; {iil antbority for co-operation 

between private and governaental entities in carrying tbis 

act into effect; {iii) for the recognition of the 

agricultural, recreational~ and aesthetic values of land as 
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LC 108 2/01 

a benefit to the state of !ontana; and (iY) priorities and 

values to the aesthetics of our landscape, waters and ground 

cower. Alt~aa~h 9e\~ the aeea fa£ aa~ the ,~aetiea~ility ef 

£eelaaatiea will eeat£el the type aae ~e~£ee ef eeelaaatiea 

ia aar speeifie iaetaaee, the The basic objectiYe of 

reclaaation will be to establish, on a continuing basis, ~ 

wegetative cover, soil stability. ~ater condition ana safety 

condition app£epEiate ta aar p£apesea se~&&!&ea\ ase ef \he 

~-" 

section 2. Section 50-1203, R.C.!. 19•7, is aaended to 

read as follo~s: 

•50-1203. Definitions. As used in this act, unless the 

context indicates other~ise: (ll "Surface aining" shall 

aean and include all or any part of the process inYolved in 

aining cf ainerals by reaowing the overburden and aining 

directly froa the aineral deposits thereby eJIJ:OSed, 

including, but not limited to, open-pit aining of •inerals 

naturally exposed at the surface of the earth, aining by the 

auger aethod, and any and all siailar •ethods by which earth 

cr •inerals exposed at the surface are reaoved in the course 

of aining. Surface mining shall not include the extracticn 

of oil, gas, bentonite, clay, coal, sand, gravel, fbOsphate 

rock, or uranium nor excavation or grading conducted fat 

on-site farming, on-site road construction, or other on-site 

building construction. 
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(2~ "Dnit of surface ained area" shall aean and 

include that area of land and surface water included within 

an operating perait actually disturbed by surface wining 

during each tvelwe-aonth period of tiae, beginning at the 

date of the issuance of the perait, and sba11 coaprise and 

include the area fro• which owerburden andjor ainerals have 

been reaowed, the area cowered hJ wining debris, and all 

additional areas used in surface wining or underground 

aining operations which, by Yirtue of such use, are 

thereafter susceptible to erosion in eicess of the 

surrounding undisturbed portions of land. 

(3) "Disturbed land• shall aean and include that area 

of land or surface water disturbed, beginning at the date of 

the issuance of the perait, and shall coaprise that area 

fro• which the owerburden, andjor ainerals haYe been 

reaoYed; tailings ponds, waste duaps, roads, COnYeyor 

systeas, leach duaps, pipelines apd tailipq slprrt lines, 

and all siailar eicawations or covering resulting froa said 

operation and vhich has not been prewiously reclaiaed onder 

the reclaaation plan. 

(q) "Abandonaent! 98i&E!E8&Ri ai&iR!D 

~ he pEe&aaei whee '' is shawa that eaa\iaeei epeEatiea 

will aat Eeseae shAll Jean an operation where no aineral is 

beinq__e{oduced and the departaent~erainea~ the 

operation will act continue or resQPe. 
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(5) "Underground Pining" shall aean and include all 

2 aethods of Pining other than surface Pining. 

3 (6) PPeeeea• "Operator" shall aean and include any 

II person, corporation, fir•, association, partnership or other 

5 legal entity engaged in e~ploration ieE ae ie•ela~Peat o~ 

6 aining of Pinerals on or below the surface of the earth. 

7 (7) ""ineral" shall Pean and include any ore, rock or 

8 substance, other than oil, gas, bentonite, clay, coal, sand, 

9 graYel, phosphate rock or uraniua, taken fro• below the 

10 surface or fro• the surface of the earth for the purpose of 

11 ailling, concentration, refinePent, spelting, •anufacturing, 

12 or other subsequent use or processing or for stockpiling for 

13 future usage, refineaent or s•elting. 

111 (8) "E~ploration" shall Pean and include all 

15 actiYities conducted on or beneath the surface of lands 

16 resulting in aaterial disturbance of the surface for the 

17 purpose of deternining the presence, location, eitent, 

18 depth, grade, and econoPic Yiability of •ineralization in 

19 those lands, if any, other than •ining for production and 

20 econoPic exploitation, as well as all roads aade for the 

21 purpose of facilitating eJ[ploration, except as noted in 

22 section 20 [50-1220] and section 2q [50-122~] herein. 

23 (9) "Developaent facilities" shall aean and include 

2q all &¥eea\ieas &e••eea ePpleEatiea aai •iai~ !l!ll 

25 construction and operation of all cryshers. concentratorsL 

-II-



2 

3 

4 

5 

6 

1 

8 

9 

10 

11 

12 

13 

14 

15 

16 

17 

18 

19 

20 

21 

22 

23 

211 

25 

' 

LC 1C82j0l 

tailing ponds and dyaps, settling EODds, lea£h__~~~ 

~~gL§I§te•s, and pipelines. 

(10) "~inlng" shall be deeaed to have coaaenced at such 

tiae as the operator shall first •ine ores or •inerals in 

co••ercial quantities for sale, beneficiaticn, refining, or 

other processing or disposition or shall first take bulk 

sa•ples for aetallnrgical testing in excess of aggregate 

ten thousand (10,000) short tons. 

of 

(11) "Becla•ation plan" shall aean and include the 

operator's written proposal, a& required and approved by the 

board for reclaaation of the land that Mill be disturbed, 

Mhicb proposal shall include ~e 'he ea~ea\ p•••'ieal at the 

tiae of application for • an exploration or 

operating per•it: 

(a) a stateaent of the proposed subsequent use of the 

land after reclaaation; 

{b) Plans for surface gradient restoration to a 

surface suitable for the proposed subsequent use of the land 

after reclasation is co•pleted, and proposed aethod of 

accoaplish•ent; 

(c) "anoer and type of revegetation or other surface 

treat•ent of disturbed areas; 

(d) Procedures proposed to avcid foreseeallle 

situations of public nuisance, endangeraent of fUblic 

safety, daaage to buaan life or property, or snneees~ 
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da•age to flora and fauna in cr adjacent to the area ~ 

!,!1~_and air qualfu during and after exploration and 

ai ni.!!Q; 

(e) "ethod of disposal of aining debris; 

(f) ~etbod of diverting surface waters around the 

disturbed areas where necessary to prevent pollution of such 

waters or •naeaeaea~y erosion; 

(g) Bethod of reclaaation of streaa channels and 

streaa banks to ccntrol erosion, siltatioD, and pollution; 

{b) Such aaps and other supporting docuaents as aay be 

•easeaa~v required by the departaent; 

(i) l tiae schedule for recla•ation that •eets the 

requireaents of section 9 [50-1209] of this acty~ 

Ill l £[2g~ to aonitor water ggality and gga~ 

before, during. and after exploration and aiDing. 

(12) "Vegetative coverR as used in this act shall aean 

the type of vegetation, grass, shrubs, trees, or any ether 

fora of na•a&al eave& ieeaea aai•a~Je a• •i•e sf •eslaaa•i.a 

priaarili native aDd diverse vegetation. 

(13) "Board• shall aean the board of land 

coaaissioners, or such state eaployee or state agency as •ay 

succeed to its powers and duties under this act. 

(1~1 "Departaent" shall aean the depart•ent of state 

lands, 

(15) "Saall ainer" shall •ean any perscn, fir• or 
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corporation engaged in the business of eining who does not 

reeove fro• the earth during any twenty-four {24) hour 

period eaterial in excess cf one hundred (100) tons in the 

aggregate. 

jj6l •solution eininq" shall ·~an and include the 

extraction of ainerals by the injection of a §Ol!~!-in!£ 

zones below the earth's surface and subsequent withdrawal of 

the solution and processi~_Qf_!~rals~n 

Section 3. section 50-1205, R.C.K. 1947, is a11ended to 

read as fellows: 

RS0-1205. Investigations, research and experirents in 

reclaaation. The board shall have the authority to conduct 

or authorize investigations, research, experi•ents and 

deaonstrations in reclamation and to collect and disseainate 

nonconfidential infor•ation relating to mining. All 

information r""lated to exploratio.!! activiti~~--_i§ 

noncogf!Qential between stat~~ncies." 

Section 4. Section 50-120~. B.C.H. 1o··7, is aaended to 

read as follows: 

"50-1206. co-operation vith other agencies -- receipt 

and expenditure of funds ==--~!~££gunt -- use of 

account. 111 The board shall co-cFerate with other 

governaental and private agencies in this state and other 

states and agencies of the federal government, and aay 

reasonably co•pensate thea for any services the board 
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requests that they provide, The toard eay receive federal 

funds, state funds, and any other funds and, within the 

limits imposed by the grant, expend thea for recla•aticn of 

land affected by aining or exploration and for purposes 

enumerated in section 9 [50-1209] of this act. 

Jll__lll fee§&__ forfeit funds~~-21E~I--~X§ 

available or paid to the de~rt•ent under the FroviEicns Q! 

this act shal~laced in the state treasury and credited 

~pecial agency account to te desiq~ated ~-•i!inq_~]2 

reclamation account. This account shall be available_!2 __ th~ 

departeent ~propriatiQ.!! __ a~~Ue expe~de!!-.!£.L1.!!~ 

administration and enforcement of this chapter and fcr _ _!h~ 

reclamation of land and 11ater affected by anL}aard::£2£!!. 

ainigq operations. lnLuneEpended balance of this account 

reaainll!q__ll~ end of any fiscal year shall b:e carrie~ 

forward for the purposes_of this chaP!£r until eEpend~~--2f 

~£2Priated by snbseguent legis!2!iv~tion," 

Section 5. Section 50-1207, B.C.!. 19117, is a11ended to 

read as follo11s: 

"50-1207. Eiploration license aa4 4e•el~paeet f9E~t 

duration and rene11al reguire•ents. (1) Effective 

sixty (60) days after the date en which the board shall 

first promulgate its regulations as authorized by section q 

I 'iC-12C4] of this act, no person shall engage in ei~ loration 

eE 4evelepaeat in the state without first obtaining an 
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toard to 

do so, such license e£ pe£•it to be issued for a period of 

one (1} year fro• date of issue and to be rene~atle froa 

year to year on application therefor filed at any tiae 

~itbin the thi&ty (~Ql 60 days ne•t preceding the e•piration 

of the current license 8£ pe£ait and payaent of like fee as 

required for a ne~ license 8£ pe£ait; provided that the 

applicant for rene~al is not then held by the board to be in 

violation of any provision of this law. such license &£ 

~ shall be subject to suspension and revocation as 

provided by this act. 

(2) An e•ploration license shall be issued tc any 

applicant therefor ~ho shall: {il pay a fee of ~&l~ 

~ ~s provided in subsection {3) to the board; 

(ii) agree to reclai• any suyface area da•aged ty tbe 

applicant ~uring exploration operations, all as aay be 

reasonably required by the board, (iii) not be in default 

of any other reclaaation otligation under this la~. 

(a) An application tor an exfloration license shall be 

made in vriting, notarized and submitted to the depart•ent 

in duplicate upon foras prepared and furnished by it. The 

application shall include an exploration aap or sketch in 

sufficient detail to locate the area to be explored and tc 

deterMine whetber significant environaental probleas would 

be encountered. The department shall, by rules and 
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regulations, determine the precise nature of such 

exploration •ap or sketch. The applicant aust~ 

Jil state what types of prospecting and ezcavation 

techniques vill be e•ployed in disturbing the landT£_if_!R~ 

and_the type of blasting materials that will be use~ 

(iii specify the location and !Uaber_g!_h2!~§_i2_E~ 

drilled if he intends to core drill~ 

!iii) describe _the aethods to be used in sealing 

~erground springs and aguifers if large flovs of !!!~ 

encountered during exploratjon; 

tivl specify the proxiaity of the area of ezplofa!iQ] 

to zones of high seis•ic activit!& 

(Y) list the plant and tree varieties to be affeC!£2 

and their do•inance in tbe areai 

!vii present a surface water drainage plan; and 

!vii) present a detailed assessaent_of the location o! 

neaf~~!~along 8itb quantitative ~easure•ents of be!~ 

strea• quality and ggantity. 

(b} Opon filing of any certificate of clai• location 

as permitted by federal and state mining la~s and 

regulations, the locator shall provide COFies of said 

certificates to the board wbich shall be •ade ava!la£~_1Q! 

EYhlic_revie~. 

(c) Prior to the issuance of an exploration license, 

the applicant shall file with the depart•ent a reclaaation 

-10-
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and reyegetation bond in a for• and a•ount as determined ty 

the depart•ent in accordance with section 50-1211 and 

describe types of access roads to be built and pro£2£~~ 

reclapation of road sites on tbandon•e!!· 

(dl In the event that the bolder of an ezFloration 

perait desires to Pine or develof the area covered by the 

ezploration license and bas follfilled all of the 

require•ents for a de•alep•••• &E ~~ operating perait, the 

depart•ent •ay allov the postponepent of the recla!ation of 

the acreage eiplored if that acreage is incorporated into 

the co!plete recla!ation plan snb!itted vitb the application 

for a ie•elep•••• &E ~ operating perait. Any land actually 

affected by ezploration or eicaYation under an eiploration 

license and not coYered bJ the ievelep•aat; eE operating 

recla!ation plan shall be reclai!ed vi.t;laia •we (~l yeaEs 

afteE U1e ee!plet;iea e~ e•pleEatiaa &E alaaaiea•eat ef tae 

~ as rapidly, co!plet~ and effectivel!__!~Q~~I! 

technology and the •ost adYanced state of tbe art allow, in 

a !anner acceptable to the depart•ent. 

J!1_ The applicant shall file a quarterlJ_report vit! 

the depart•ent statin~aaonnt of aaterial re!oYed during 

tbe preceding quarter. 

!31 In addition to the fee required in §Ubs~ti£ll__j£l 

of thi§ section, the application for ag e1uloration licens~ 

shall be acco!panied by a fee of $50 vhigh~ll be_y~~-~ 

-11-

LC 1C82/0 1 

a credit tovard an operating Fer•it if the a~ea ccvf~~i~ 

2 the exrloration perait becoaes covered by a valid ~rati!~ 

3 per•it before or at the ti•e tbe explcra~~it~xpir~~ 

-
5 !!.@ iR VEi4iB~t 88\BEiaa& BBQ SYB!i\\@Q l& tke--Q~~* 

6 ia dapliaate apea i&EB& pEepaFe& aad f&Eaished &f-~~· 

7 appliaatiaa shall eeataia the fallevia~+ 

8 

9 

10 is la &e eaaiaaleil 

11 (e) a sai,alale ••P eE aeEial phe\e~1aph s~ 

12 \epa!FBplais, ealtaFal aad i£ai•••e feala£&&1 

13 

111 

15 sappeEt Eea&s aad faeilities1 

16 (e) aa ea\i!ate af the a&Eea!e eapeste& ~e---&e 

17 &ist&F~ed ia •he twelve (1~1 ••••~s fellevia• iesae at the 

18 

19 &evelap•eal epeFatiaas ~BE a like peFiedo If •he seaEd 

20 shall, ea ~aed aaasa, eaasideE-the apeEa~ esti!ate af 

21 \h@ ~aaati.tJ at seFfaee te &e 4istaE~ed te he aeEe thaa 

22 

23 

2q ·•a iaeEeaee the aaeaat sf his 8eai aeaeEdia.ly, 

25 (f) a pEapesed EB&la!atiea plaa f~E laB4& te ie 

-12-
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2 appsevei ~f eae aepae\aea\ p&ia& \a tae pa&ait iseeaaee1 

3 ~ aa affiiavit, as ••f 'e &e~ai&ea ~Y t~e aea&a, 

4 saeai&1 that •• , laa~a aiata&hed ., eaple&atiea, 

5 

6 

1 a& is ia searee ef 'eia9 &eelaiaei ia aeee&iaaee wit& tae 

8 peavieieae ef this ae\1 e& eehaiesiea ef aa affiiavit aad 

" 
10 

11 aevelepaea\ 1 ee aiaia9 hf applieaat ia the etate ef leataaa 

12 iaeia9 the tee f~J yea&& psis& te tae applieatiea fa& saii 

13 peeait will he &eete&ea ia asse&aaaee with the peevisiea& ef 

14 thia ae\o 

15 

16 aaeeat te ~e le\eeaiaei ~y the lepaetaeat ia aaeasaaase with 

1"1 eeatiea §Q 1211, psiae te the iasYaaee sf a &evelepaeat 

18 

19 

20 

21 

22 If tae plaa ie aet aeeaptaale the iepaetaeat shall aatify 

23 the a~plieaat, ia weitia,, ef tee ietieieasies, iaile§e ~ 

211 ~ae aepaEtBeRt te ee aet witeia taat ,aEiel shall eeaa~i~ete 

2"i appseval ef the applieatiaa aa& the pesait seall he i~ 
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pEeaptly teereaftes. 

~l!l Eaployees of persons holding a walid license or 

perait under this act shall be deeaed included in and 

cowered by such license or perait. 

~~ Upon proper application by the bolder of an 

exploration license ee levelepaeat pe&ai\, the board aay 

eicose such holder froa reclaaation obligations with 

reference to any specified openings or eicawations exFosing 

geological indications or phenoaena of especial interest, 

ewen though the licensee does not apply or hawe any 

intention to apply for devela,aeat lieease ee !.!! operating 

perait for the land in which such openings or ezcawations 

hawe been aade.• 

Section 6. Section 50-1208, B.C.!. 1947, is aaended to 

read as follows: 

"50-1208. Operating perait fee contents of 

application. (1) Effectlwe siity (60) days after the date 

on which the board shall first proaulgate its regulations as 

autborized·by section 4 [50-12011) of this act, no person 

shall engage in aining in the state without first obtaining 

an operating perait fro• the board to de so. A separatE 

operating perait shall be required for each aine ccaplez. 

Any person, prior to receiwing an operating perait froa the 

board, aust pay the basic perait fee of tweBtf five 8ellaES 

~ ~ and aust submit an application on a fora provided 

-111-
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by the board, which shall contain the following inforaation 

and any other pertinent required data by the rules and 

regulations: 

(a) Baae and address of the operator and, if a 

corporation or other business entity, the naae and address 

of its frincipal officers, partners and the like and its 

resident agent for service of process, if E9!¥i•e~ ~J law; 

!bl ihether the applicant or any person aEsociateg 

with the applicant holds or bas held any ether perait§ under 

this act and an identification of these peraitsi 

(c) The na•e of the daily newspaper in the affec!ed 

area ip which the applicant has prowinently published an 

announceaent of application for an operating perait agd the 

date of the publication.& 

ldl A detailed description of the laud to be affected 

should an operating per•it be qrantedi 

the 

~1~ ~inerals ezpected to be •ined; 

~l!l A proposed recla•ation plan; 

~jgl Ezpected starting date of wining; 

+&rlAL A •ap shoving the specific area tc be •ined and 

boundaries of the land which will be disturbed; 

topographic detail; the location and na•es of all strea•s7 

Eeaas, EailEeaae, aaa e~ili•y liaee ea eE i••eaia•@lf 

aajaeeat te the aEea1 leeatiea ef fE&peeea aeeees ESaas te 

ae &ail~ aaa the aaaee aaa aaiEessee et tae saEfaee aaa 
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~al ewaeEe ef all laase vithia the alaia~ aEea,~~ 

ewteat kaeva te applieaat; identification of all aquifers; 

estiaated depth of each aguife~ quantitative aeasurewents 

of both aguifer and streaa guality and flovs; cbeaical 

~alisis of the ore and associate~ological •aterials _lg 

facilitate assess•ent of potential water EOlluticn_£IQhleas; 

the proxiaity of all detectable ore bodies to streaas aug 

~y;j.fers; 

i£+1!1 Types of access roads to be built and aanner of 

recla•ation of road sites on abandon•ent; 

~jjl l plan of •ining which will provide, within 

li•its of nor•al operating procedures of the industry, for 

coapletion of aining and associated land disturbances; 

t&Tl!l A reclaaation and revegetation bond in for• and 

aaount to be deterained by the departaent in accordance with 

section 50-1211T~ 

Cll The location and naaes of all rcads,__Iaili£!g§£ 

and utility line§ on or iaaediately adjacent to the a1ea; 

the location of proposed access roads to be built; the na•es 

and addiesses of the sq{face and •ineral swners of all lands 

within the aining area; and the locatign and naa!§__£~11 

buildings. ceaeteries. and oil an~vells in the area; 

I•> l final underground and surfac!_!A!er d£!1~! 

·plan: 

Jnl__!_!!E shoving the ££Q£Qsed location of the -•i!! 
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debris disposal area and the proposed lo£ation__of_!lJ 

tunnels, shafts. pits, trenches. and haulageways.• 

section 7. Section 50-1209, R.C.!. 1947, is amended to 

read as follows: 

"50-1209. Reclaaation plan accoaplishaent of 

specific actiYities. ~111 The reclaaaticn plan shall 

provide that reclaaation actiYities, particularly those 

relating to control of erosion, shall, ~e the ••te.-

feasilole as raPidly, coapletely, and effectively as aodern 

technology and the aost adyanced state of the art allo!• be 

conducted siaultaneously with aining and in any case shall 

be initiated proaptly after coapleticD or aband?naent of 

aininq on those portions of the aine coaplea that will not 

be subject to further disturbance by the aining operation. 

In the absence of an order by tle board providing a longer 

period, the plan shall proYide that reclaaation activities 

shall be coapleted not aore than two (2) years after 

coapletion or abandouaeut of aining on said portion of aine 

coaplex. 

~111 In the absence cf eaerqency or suddenly 

threatened or existing catastrophe, an operator may not 

depart fro• an apFroYed plan without haYing previously 

obtained froa the departaent written approval of bis 

proposed change, 1:~-£~artaen t §Mll 1?~_!!£tifi~.!! 

i••~iia!!til_of an eaergency .QLtbreatened C~§!rophh 
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~Jll Provision shall be aade to avoid accnaalation 

of stagnant water in the ained area which aay serve as a 

host or breeding ground for aosqaitoes or other 

disease-bearing or noaious insect life. 

14~~t All final grading shall be aade vitb ~~ifieg 

seed and nonnoxioas, nonflaaaable, noncoabustible solids 

unless approval has been granted by the board for a 

snperYised sanitary fill. 

~ill Where aining has left an open pit eaceeding two 

(2) acres of surface area, and coaposition cf the floor 

and/or valls of which pit are likely to cause foraation of 

acid, toxic, or otherwise pollative solutions (hereinafter 

•objectionable effluents•) on exposure to aoistare, the 

reclaaation plan aust include proYisions which adequately 

provide for: 

~121 Insulation of all faces froa aoisture of water 

contact by cowering to a depth of two 12) feet or acre with 

aaterial or fill not susceptible itself to generation of 

such objectionable effluents; or 

~~~JQL Processing of any such e~jes•iaaa~le ~i~£ 

lh~-~~ effluents in the pit before their being allowed 

to flov or be puaped out of it to reduce toaic or other 

objectionable ratios to a level deeaed safe to buaans and 

the environaeut by the board; or 

~1£t Drainage of any such objecticnatle effluents to 
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settling or treataen t tasins vhen the objectionable 

effluents aust be reduced to levels deeaed safe by the board 

before release fro• the settling basin; cr 

i4~fgl Absorption and/or evaporation of objectionable 

effluents in the open pit ~ vher!L_S!cund!@!.fi 

contaaination vill got occu!; and 

~1~ Prevention of entrance into the open pit by 

persons or li9estock lawfully upon adjacent lands by 

fencing. warning signs. and such other devices as aay 

£easaaa~ly be required by the board. 

-fit-1.§1. legeta ti ve cover will be required in the 

reclaaation plan if appropriate to the ta•a&e wee ecological 

and biological int~ of the land as specified in the 

reclaaa ti on plan. 

~111 The reclaaation plan shall pro9ide for the 

reclaaation of all disturbed land. Proposed reclaaation &&ee 

••• £eelaia \he a&eae te a ae•tee eaaiitiea a& iifferea- wee 

~~-~~A---~~----·~ A---~----~~----- -~-~n~ 

shonld restoxe the Ian~ to as goo~better condition as 

~isteQ_~rior to exploration or aining. 

lfl__lhe recla•ation plan shal! __ ~ide _____ ap 

en9ironaentally s~plan for control and disposal_Q! ai~ 

debxis. 

12l__~~cant shall file an annual repox1 __ Qn__!h~ 

progress of reclaBation which includes: 
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l<!l identification_gf_the ~~i~~ 

~~e type and amount of flanting and seedipg_~£n~; 

~.2 

l£L the area of tbe l~M_tl..!ll!.L-.!RL1~-!!ll!Y~ 

xeclamation efforts. 

JJQl P{ior to abandon•ent of a solution !iD~£-th~ 

QE£X!!2~st notify the departaent of his intenticn __ !£ 

abandon, The operator aust include a plan for Fluggi~~y 

holes drilled at the ti•e of tbe notice.___!~~ill~ 

aust follow an approved pl]Sgiog procedure a~£rib~ty 

the departae~!!_wells mu§1~__£Q~£l£1~1I-~~!~.2_ and 

tl!!.!lqed to protect the inteill.U_~_J!llli.__!lJ!J!!itL!!!£ 

guantity. 

~1111 l reclaaation plan will be appro9ed by the 

board if it adequately pro9ides tor the accoaplish•cnt of 

the activities heretofore specified." 

Section a. Section 50-1210. B.c.~. 19~7. is amended to 

read as follows: 

n50-1210. Inspection of •ininq £ite issuance of 

operating perait aodification of recla•ation plan 

succession to interest in uncoaplet~d mining operation. 111 

Upon receipt of an application for an operating perait the 

mining site shall be inspected by the departBent. Within 
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the heart shall a~thar iss~a aa epasati&! paEait ta tee 

applieaat &E EetaER a&y iaeeaplate er iaaie!&ate applieatiea 

•- __ ,a,'l._...._ ____ ~_,._-,a._ __ _ ..... 1.-..._ _____ _,;_...,J..,_ _ _____::o. ___ ..t~---'---......;_.-.-

iafieieaeieao Pailare ef the haa£i te se aet eithia that 

pera~t shall he isseea praaptly theraaftee .l~lL-2! 

receipt of an application fo~ an operating per!ii_~X-~~ait 

to construct developaept facilities, the depart.ant shall 

potify the applicant of anJ deficiencies in tbe tPPlication. 

The depart1ent shall tben bave 120 additio!!l__g!I§_tc 

~are a preliainar! envixonaental review (fER! and solici! 

public coaaent, If it is dete~ained that an ~nvi;onaental 

i,pact stateaent~l__i§_ reguired, th~rtaent RD§! 

coaplete the EIS within 24 aonths, the{eby deteiaining 

whether an operatinq perait or perait to ccgstruc! 

development facilities aay be granted. 

Jll The operating perait shall be granted subject _!£ 

annual review for the period required to aine the land 

coYered by the plan and shall be valid until the surface or 

underground mining authori~ed by the perait is co•pleted or 

abandoned, unless the perait is sus~ended or revoked by the 

beard as provided in this act. The operating permit shall 

proYide that the reclamation plan •ay be aodified by tbe 

board, upon proper application of the permittee, or 

departaent, after tiaely notice and opportunity for bearing, 
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at auy ti•e during the tera of the perait and for any of tbe 

follovinq reasons: 

Ca) To aodify or strepgthen the reqnireaents so they 

vill not conflict with ezisting laws; 

Cb) The previously adopted recla•ation plan is 

iapossible or i•practicable to iapleaent and aaintain; 

(c) When significant environaental problea situations 

are revealed by field inspection. 

Jll When one (1) operator succeeds to the interest of 

another in any nncoapleted aining operation by sale, 

assign•ent, lease, or otherwise, the board aay release the 

first operator froa the duties iaposed upon hia by this act 

as to such operation: provided, that both operators have 

coaplied with the reqnireaents of this act and the successor 

operator assnaes the duty of the foraer operator to co•plete 

the reclaaation of the land, in which case the boa~d shall 

transfer the perait to tbe successor operator upon approval 

of the successor operator's bond as required under this 

act.• 

Section 9. Section 50-1211, B.C.!. 19117, is aaended to 

read as follows: 

"50-1211. Perforaance bond. Tbe applicant shall file 

vitb tbe departaent a bond payable to the state of 8ontana 

vith surety satisfactory to the departaent in the penal sua 

to be determined by the departaent of not less tban tvo 
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hundred dollars ($200) nor aore than twenty-five hundred 

dollars ($2,500) for each acre or fraction thereof cf the 

disturbed area, conditioned upon the faithful perforaance of 

the reqnireaents of this act and the rules of the board. In 

lien of such bond the applicant aay file with the toard a 

cash deposit, an assignaent of a certificate of deposit, or 

other surety acceptable to the board. Regardless of the 

above liaits, the bond shall not be less than the estiaated 

cost to the state to coaplete the reclaaation of the 

disturbed land. A public or goveraaental agency shall not be 

required to post a bond onder the provisious of this act. A 

blanket perforaance boud covering two (2) or acre operations 

aay be accepted by the board. Such blanket bond shall 

adequately secure the estiaated total uuaber of acres of 

disturbed land. When deterained by the departaent that the 

set bonding level of a perait or license does not represent 

the preseut costs of reclaaaticn, the departaent aay aodify 

the bonding reguireaents of that perait .r license. !he 

release of a bond aust be in accordtnce vitb the total 

acreage considered reclaiaed by the departaent, 

No bond filed in accordance with the provisions of this 

act shall be released by the departaent until the provisions 

of this act, the rules adopted pursuant thereto and this 

reclaaation plan have teen fulfilled tnd until a suitable 

peraanent _native diverse vegetative cover has be~! 
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reestablished." 

Section 10. Section 50-1212, R.C.!. 1947, is aaended 

to read as follows: 

"50-1212. Annual report of activities by peraittee 

annual fee. Within thirty (30) days after coapletion or 

abandonaent of operations on an area under perait or within 

thirty (30) days after each anniversary date of the perait, 

whichever is earlier, or at sucb later date as aay be 

provided by rules and regulations of the board and each year 

thereafter nntil reclaaation is coapleted and approved, the 

peraittee shall pay the annual fee of twenty-five dcllars 

($25) and shall file a report of activities coapleted during 

the preceding year on a fora prescribed by the board, which 

report shtll: 

~111 Identify the per•ittee and the perait nuaber; 

~J1l Locate the operation by sYbdivision, section, 

township and range, and with relation to the nearest town or 

other well-known geographic feature; 

~lll Estiaate acreage to be newly distur~ed by 

operation in the next twelve (12) aontb period; and 

~i!l Update any aaps previously subaitted or 

specifically requested by the board. Such aaps shall sbov: 

~lal The perait area; 

~j~ The unit of disturbed land; 

~~1£1 The area to be disturbed during the next twelve 
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(12) aonth period; 

2 -fi*J!t If coapleted, the date of coapleticn of 

3 operations; 

q ~~ If not coapleted, the additional area estiaated 

5 to be further disturbed by the operation within the 

6 following perait rear; and 

7 ~jfl Whe iate ef ~e~iaaia~, aaaaat aai e&EE&Bt 

8 atat~a ef Eeelaaattaa peEfe&aei iaEia~ the pEevieaa twelve 

9 Pi!J aeathe &ir and vater analysis inforaation as_reguireg 

10 by the departaent.• 

11 Section 11. Section 50--1213, R.c.a. 19117, is aaended 

12 to read as follows: 

13 "50-1213. Inspection to deteraine coapliance vith 

111 reclaaation plan -- rectification of deficiencies board 

15 actions to reclaia disturbed la~ds. Polloaing receift cf the 

16 per1ittee 1 s report, and at aDJ ether reasonable tiae the 

17 board may elect, the board shall cause the perait area to te 

18 inspected to deteraine if the peraittee bas coaplied vith 

1'! the reclaaation plan and the board's rules and regulations. 

20 The peraittee shall proceed with reclaaation as 

2, scheduled in his approved reclaaaticn plan. Polloving 

22 vritteo notice by the board noting deficiencies, the 

23 peraittee shall coaaence acticn within thirty (30) days to 

24 rectify these deficiencies and shall diligently proceed 

25 until the deficiencies are corrected; provided, that 
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deficiencies that also violate other laws that require 

earlier rectification shall be corrected in accordance with 

the applicable tiae previsions of such laws. The board aay 

extend perforaance periods referred tc in this section ..& 

ia seetiea 9 [§Q 1i!Q9] ef taie aet 1 for delays clearly 

beyond the peraittee•s control, but only when the per•ittee 

is, in the opinion of the board, aating every reasonable 

effort to coaply. 

iithia thiety (lQ} 4aya aftee aatifiaatiea ay t&e 

peEaittee ••~ whea la the jai9aaat ei the 8ea£d Ee&laaatiea 

a~ a aait ai 4ista£8ei laad a£ea is pEepeElf ee•pletea, the 

aeEea~e iaeladei vithia the heai eeveEa~e. Pollovi!!Q 

inspection, if tbe aepartaent determipes that per~£91 

native diverse vegetative cover capable of regenerating 

itself has been establishe~ opportuniiJ for ~~!~li£ 

hearing shall be provided and the bend on that area shall b£ 

released ot decreased in proportion to the acreage included 

within the bond coverage. the bond aar not be released, 

ho,!!~.!fiL-_£!lor to 3 ~rs froa t.!!L _ _£9!!!t!!£~.!!!!L-s1 

reclaaaticn_efforts. 

If reclamation of disturbed land is not pursued in 

accordance with the reclamation plan and the permittee bas 

not comaenced action to rectify deficiencies within thirty 
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(30) days after notification by the board, or if reclaaation 

is not Froperly coapleted in conforaance "itb the 

reclaaation plan after coapleticn or 

abandonaent of operation on any fraction of the perait area 

e£ sash laa9eE peEie~ as aay have ~eea aathaEiae~ heEe~•~aE, 

A§__~!Pidly, coapletely, aqd effectiveli as the !2~!-!£~~ 

techgology and adyaaced sta!~ of the art allow or if, after 

default ty the peraittee, the surety either refuses or fails 

to perfora the work to the satisfaction of the board within 

the tiae required therefor, the hoard aay, vith the staff, 

equipaent and aaterial uader its control, or by contract 

with others, take such actions as are necessary for required 

reclaaation of the disturbed lands, such work shall be let 

on the basis of coapetitive bidding. ihe board shall keep a 

record of all necessary ezpeases incurred in carrying out 

the vork or activity authorized under this section, 

including a reasonable charge for the services perfcraed by 

the state's personnel and the state's equipaent and 

aaterials utilized. 

The board shall notify the peraittee and his surety by 

order. The order shall state the aaount of necessary 

ezpeoses incurred by the board ia reclaiaing the disturbed 

land and a notice that the aaoant is due and payable to the 

board by the peraittee and the surety. If the aacunt 

specified in the order is not paid within thirty (30) days 
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after receipt of the notice, the attorney general, upon 

request of the board, shall bring an acticn on behalf of the 

state in district court. The surety shall be liable to the 

state to the eztent of the bond; the peraittee shall ce 

liable for the reaainder of the cost. 

In addition to the other liabilities iaposed by this 

act, failure to coaaence action to reaedy s Feci fie 

deficiencies in reclaaation within thirty (30) days after 

notification by the board or failure to satisfactorily 

coaplete reclaaation work on any segaent of the perait area 

~ ea ~e£aittee•e ap~lieatise taeEete£ 1 a£ -ee ••e 
eeapi'e eva aetiaa, as rapidly, completely, and correctly as 

the aost aodern technology and advanced state ot_!he ar! 

allow after coapletion or abandonaent of operations on any 

seqaent of the perait area shall constitute sufficient 

grounds for cancellation of a perait or license and refusal 

to issue another perait or license to the aF~licantf 

--·" 
Section 12. Section 50-12111, R.c.e. 1947, is aaended 

to read as follows: 

"50-1214. Reasons for denial of perait. ~ ~ 

ezploration or aining perait aay be denied for any at the 
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following reasons: 

(a) The plan of ia•elepaaat exploration, aining, or 

reclaaation conflicts witb the state water and air 

p11eifiaatiea pollutio~ standards; 

(b) The reclaaaticn plan does not provide an 

acceptable aethod for accoaplishaent of reclaaation as 

required by this act. 

1 iesial ef a peeait shall he ia vEili&~ aai elate the 

eea&aae theeei&Eo 

(cl The plan of exploration, aining, or recla•@!iQY 

conflicts with the provisions of the ftontana Bnvironaental 

fgl!£l_Act (~EPA), 

121 ln application for an exploratiop --R~!£ 

operating petait, or perait for tbe copstruction of 

developaent facilities shall _he granted if__!A_ applicant 

affir!atively deaopstrates and the dfpartaent deteraines 

~!_App~oval of the perait will not 0 

J!l_ daaage ~iological productiviti of an area whic~ 

would~opardize certain~ecies of wildlife or domestic 

stock..i. 

~QPAigize the viability of a loca! __ ~ricul~~l 

!!!;;Onoay; 

(c) adversely affect an ecoloqically__fiAgi!!!__~I!!~ 

vbich could pot return to its for.er ecological state within 

the fore§eeable future; 
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{d} adversely affect land havi~g__§ych ___ a ____ stro~g 

inflgence on an ecosystem that s~i9Qt and teaporar1 advers~ 

iJR~cts could precipitate a systea-vide adverse reac!ion..i. 

(e) constitute a hazard to a dvelligq house, fubli£ 

bgilding, school, church, ceaetery, coaaercial or industria! 

building, public road, ;iver, streaa, or lake& 

!fl adversely affect a national aoauaent or jeopardize 

the integrity of a national wilderness area or park..i. 

(gl cause f~ooding, landslides, cavi~_g£_ in •AI 

other vay endanger public heolth and safetyi or 

(h) destroy or seriously degrade areas of historical 

or archeological significance, 

J3l If a hazard, as listed iA--J1Lfel exi§ts, tg~ 

departaent shall delete that part ot the land where the 

hazard exists fro• the aPP!i£!tion." 

Section 13. Section 50-1221 1 R.C.ft. 1947, is aaended 

to read as follo•s: 

"50-1221. Inforaation obtained fro• applications 

confidential adaissible in bearings cr proceedings, Any 

and all inforaation obtained by 

ae his staff agencies of state governaent by virtue of 

applications for exploration licenses, and all inforaaticn 

obtained from saall ainers, is confidential between the 

~ ~gncies and the applicantT except as to the naae of 

the applicant and the ~ lo£!!ion of !h! frcposed 
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operation. Provided that all activities conducted 

subsequent to exploration and other associated facilities 

shall be public inforaation and conducted under ~ 

~evala~eeet e~ !A operating perait. It is farther provided 

that any inforaation obtained by t~e ~aa£4 e~ ~. the 

iiEaete§ eE eis staff ~» __ agency of state governaent by 

virtue of such applications is ~roperly adeissible in any 

adaipistrative hearing seeivstei ~J the ii£eete£ 1 the heaEa, 

appeals ~ea£11 or in any judicial proceeding to which the 

iiEaeteE aall agency or the applicant are parties and is not 

confidential when a violation of the act or rules has been 

deterained by t~e llepaEteeet an agency or by judicial order. 

Failure to coeply with the secrecy provisions of this act 

shall be punishable by a fine of op to one thousand dollars 

($1.000~ ... 

Section 111. There is a aew R.C.B. section nnabered 

50-1228 that reads as follows: 

50-1228. !andaens to coapel enforceaent of law 

action tor daaage to water supply. (1) A resident of this 

state with knowledge that a reqaireaent of this act or a 

rule adopted under this act is not being enforced by a 

public officer or eaployee vhose duty it is to enforce the 

requireaent or rule. eay bring the failure to enforce to thE 

attention of the public officer or e•ployee by a written 

statement onder oath that states the specific facts of the 
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failure to enforce the require•ent or rule. Kno~ingly making 

false stateaents or charges in the affida¥it subjects the 

affiant to penalties prescribed under the law cf false 

swearing contained in 9~7-2C3. 

(2) If the public officer or e•ployee neglects ~r 

refuses for an unreasonable tiae after receipt ot the 

stateaent to enforce the reguireaent or rule, the resident 

aay bring an action of eandaans in the district court of the 

first judicial district of this state or in the district 

court of the county in vhich the land is located. The court, 

if it finds that a requireaent of this act or a rule adopted 

under this act is not being enforced. shall order the fUblic 

officer or eaployee whose duty it is to enforce the 

requireaent or rule to perter• his duties. If be fails to do 

so, the public officer or eaployee shall te held in conteapt 

of court and is subject to the renalties provided by law. 

(3) An owner of an interest in real property whc 

obtains all or part of his supply of water for beneficial 

use (as defined in 89-867) froe an underground source ether 

than a subterranean streaa having a peraanent. distinct, and 

knovn channel eay sue any operator engaged in a •ining or 

e%ploration operation to recover da•ages for contamination, 

diainution. or interruption of the water supply resulting 

~ro• exploration or hard-rock mining. 

(4) An owner of water rights adversely affected •ay 
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file a coaplaint. detailing the loss in quality and quantity 

of his water. with the departaent. The burden of proof to 

show that tbe water supply vas not damaged rests with the 

operator. Upon receipt of this coaplaint the departaent 

shall: 

(a) investigate the coaplaint 

inforaation including aonitoring 

exploration or aine site; 

using all 

data gathered 

ayailable 

at the 

(b) require the defendant to install such aonitorinq 

wells or other practices that aay be needed to deteraine the 

cause of water loss. if there is a loss. in teras of 

quantity and quality; 

(c) issue. v ithin 90 days. a written finding 

specifying the cause of the water loss. if there is a loss, 

in teras of quantity and quality; 

16 {d) order the defendant in coapliance with the Yater 

17 Use Act to replace the water iaaediately on a teaforary 

18 basis to proYide the needed water and within a reasonable 

19 tiae replace the water in like quality. quantity, and 

20 duration. if the loss is caused by an exploration or aining 

21 operation; and 

22 (e) order the susfension of the defendant's 

23 exploration or operating perait, for failure to replace the 

24 water, until sucb tiae as the defendant provides substitute 

25 water. 
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(5) If the departaent deteraines that there is a great 

potential that surface or subsurface water quality and 

quantity aay be adversely affected by a 

exploration operation, the operator aust install 

quality aonitoring prograa, water quantity 

prograa, or both, which aust be approved by the 

aining or 

a water 

aonitoring 

departaent 

prior to the coaaenceaent of ezploration or aining. 

Section 15. Severability. If a part of this act is 

inYalid, all valid parts that are seYerable fro• the lnYalid 

part of this act reaain in effect. If a part of tbis act is 

invalid in one or aore of its applications, the part reaains 

in effect in all valid applications that are severable froa 

the invalid applications. 

-End-
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STATE OF MONTANA 
REQUEST NO. 299-77 

FISCAL NOTE 

Form BD-15...., 

In compliance with a written request re~aived February 4 , 197_7 __ , there is hereby submitted a Fiscal Note 

for -~--House Bill 604 pursuant to Chapter 53, Laws of Montana, 1965- Thirty-Ninth Legislative Assembly. 

Background information used in developing this Fiscal Note is available from the Office of Budget and Program Planning, to members 

of the Legislature upon request. 

DESCRIPTION OF PROPOSED LEGISLATION: 

An act to amend various sections of the existing reclamation law, providing the best technological and environmental 
protection available and creating a new section providing mandamus as a remedy to compel enforcement. 

ASSUMPTIONS: 

1. The intent of this act requires more detailed inspection to assure compliance. 
2. More time will be required for application review. 
3. More field inspections will be required. 
4. The new requirements will necessitate the addition of two (2) staff to the Reclamation Division, Department of State 

Lands - one ( 1) vegetation soil specialist and one ( 1) hydrogeologist. 

FISCAL IMPACT: 

FY 78 FY 79 

Expenditures 
Personal services $31.469 $33,357 
Operating expenses 10,000 10,000 

Additional cost of proposed legislation $41,469 $43,357 

Office ~~ogram Planning 

Date:~ ¥If/?)...,; 
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HOUSF BILL NO. 604 

2 IllTRODUC~D llY 5TIELD!II, l'l.LIS, r;E55LER 

4 A !ILL FOR AN ACT EN~ITLED: "AN ACT RELATING TO RECL~~ATIOM 

5 OF :'II'NING t.UID5; !"EliDING SECTIONS §Q 1 i!>l2, 50-1203, 
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IL'<"ereatie&al2 

~ae state~-~~+~iv~ prie£ities aai valaee 

aeet&etiee at ee£ -~A<i-seape 1 watees &Ri ~Eeeea 

~'!f-h-- l>eth ~he ~~-fll<l-~ p£ae4!ieelo~y-H 

iR a&J Sfeeifie iRs~€7~ ~ lilti!~:ti:ILii'!:B:::iJfLHIILHi 

AWj 'Hi PAAC,IC!!li!!f=QF !J§LA!!f!il=!!ii §illiii_!AI !1£1 

!!i=9!CRE! QF_~!l!§~ IN J!f=~!GlfiC_=if§JjJCiz=_Jil 

heie el!jee4!in §i=~§i!~B will l!e 4!e •••a~li•l!r ea a 

eeatiseie! llasis 1 the ve~etative aavee 1 eei1 stal!ility, 

~£e~esed eahee~eeR\ ase _.. the a£ea lEfiiPIIAIB Ji= Ill 

~liiiftf:J!H_~f=Ui.=HBo-"' 

Section 1. Section 50-1203, B,C,·II. 19117, is aeended to 

read as fellows: 

"50-1203. Definitions. As used in this act, anless the 

context indicates otherwise: (1) •surface •ining" shall 

mean and include all cr any part of the frocess involved in 

•ining of •inerals by re•oving the overturden and aining 

airectly from tbe mineral deposits thereby exposed, 

including, but not limited to, open-pit mining of minerals 

naturally exposed at the surface of the earth, •ining ty the 

auger methcd, and any an~ all similar methods by which earth 

c~ mineral• •xposed at the ~urface are re•o•ed in thE course 
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of mining. Surface mining shall not include the extraction 

2 of oil, gas, bentonite, clay, coal, sand, gravel, Fhosphate 

3 rock, or uranium nor excavation or grading conducted for 

II an-site farming, on-site road construction, or other on-site 

5 building construction. 

6 (2) "Onit of surface ainea area" shall •ean and 

7 include that area of land and surface water includell within 

8 an operating per•it actually disturbed by surface mining 

9 during each twelve-month reriod of time, beginning at the 

10 date of the issuance of the permit, and shall comprise and 

11 include the area fro• which overburden and;or •inerals have 

12 been re•oved, the area covered by •ining debris, and all 

13 adllitional areas used in surface •ining or underground 

1Q doing operations vbicb, by virtue of such use, ftre 

15 thereafter susceptible to erosion in excess of the 

16 surrounding undisturbed portions of land. 

17 (3) "Disturbed land" shall •ean and include that ar~a 

18 of lana or surface water disturbed, beginning at the date cf 

19 the issuance of the per&it, and shall ocmfrise tbat area 

20 from which the overburden, and;or minerals have been 

21 removed; tailings fOnds, waste dU•fS, roads, conveyor 

22 syste•s, leach dumps, ~!ines gpd !Ai~&!YI!~§~ 

23 and all si&ilar excavations or covering resulting from said 

2q operation and which bas r.ot teen previously reclai1ed under 

25 the recla&aticn plan. 
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(II) "Abandonaoentn ef soufaee ---.-<HI6~iHI--.Hi-Ror' 

•a-y---i>e--f'Ees.,•ee -~-# is shews tha~+-4~-~~ 

~~~~ &fta~l •eas aa e'eeatie& ve~~ ae •i•~~!--i~ 

~~ fE98Yee8 aa&-~E~a(tm~a• _!e,ee•il~§~«• -~~ 

~e~~--!11! __ ~!! __ !!~!~~-~--~§~I! Qf __ ~gE!!~_E ___ g~ 

UND~liQYliQ_~~:--~!!--~l-fB]SU~]Q_!~!!_ll-l]_~E~~!~!l 

CONTINUED OPERA~IO~ iiL1_!QI_g]~Q!~· 

(5) "Underground mining~ shall aean and include .all 

m~thcds ct mining cth~r thao surface aining. 

(6) ~ceerat~n;! shaH aean and include any 

person, corporation, fir•, association, partnership or other 

legal entity engaged in exrloraticn feE BE ee•elepmeat or 

mining of minerals on or below the surface of the earth. 

(71 "~ineral" shall •ean and include any ore, rock or 

substance, other than oil, gas, bentonite, clay, coal, sand, 

gravel, phosphate rock or uranium, taken froa below the 

surface or from the surface of the eartb for the purfCSe of 

milling, concent~ation, refinement, smelting, manufacturing, 

or other subsequent use or processinq or for stoc~piling for 

future usage, refinement cr smelting. 

(8) "Exploration" sball mean and include all 

activities conducted on or beneath the surface of lands 

resulting in material disturbance of the surface fer the 

purpose of determining the presence, location, eztent, 

depth, grade, and econo•ic viability of mineralization in 

-II- ~E 6011 
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these lands. if any, other than aining for production and 

economic exploitation, as vell as all reads •ade for the 

purpose of facilitating exploration. except as noted in 

section 20 [50-1220] and section 24 [50-1224) herein. 

~~ewe~e~aee~ faei}i~ie§D shall asaa ~ ~se~ede 

a-H- a~eEa-ieas hetweea ew~le£atiea aad -H~~ 

.!!.!§!!.!M!lill ~H!:a~ill=.ft all_ en&J!fth:: Ho:!I!!H!~x 

~!BE_etei~-~-~~~-~i~~li~~BT 

~~12L "~ining" shall be dee•ed to have coaaenced at 

snch ti•e as the operator shall first aine ores or •inerals 

in coaaercial quantities for sale. beneficiation. refining, 

or other processing or disposition or shall first take bnlk 

samples for aetallurgic~l testing in excess of aggregate of 

ten thousand (1C.000j short tons&-_!!~~H!1~IBCLUI!_IH! 

Q;!NSTRUQ:!OII_!ND OPERA!!QlLQLll!._!OlliJ!!ih- CO!I£Hl!!!Q!h 

!AIL!~_fQ!]S ANC DA~~L-1§!£ll_QU~£QJ1I!Q§_~~h_!!£ 

flt]11~ES_!~~QCI~!~Q_!I1~_!B~-I1-E!!2Q!!]!~-fliQ!!I!ll_1£_1~! 

ID!· 

f44tl1Ql "Beclaaation plan" shall aean and include the 

operator's written r~cposal, as required and approved by the 

board fo~ reclamaticn of the land that vill be disturbed, 

which proposal shall include ~-~~e~~ ,£ae~ieal IQ __ !Bg 

X!l]!!_fli!£11f!1 at the time of application for a-4~e~~ 

as_~~*e£~~ !_Q!VE1£f!B~ OL operating perait: 
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(a) a stateaent of the proposed subsequent use of the 

land after reclaaation; 

(b) Plans for surface gradient restoration to a 

surface suitable for the proposed subsequent use of the land 

after reclamation is completed, and froposed aethod of 

accomplishaent; 

(c) ~anner and type of revegetation or other surface 

treataent of disturbed areas; 

(dl Procedures proposed to avoid foreseeable 

situations of public nuisance, endanger.ant of public 

safety. daaaqe to huaan life or property. or 

Q!!~£ESSlfl da•age to flora and fauna in or adjacent tc the 

area and vat~ tt4 ait ~li1I-1!Ii~S_A!A after ~!El£Iatioa 

~nd_~in_!!!g: 

~ethod of disposal of aining debris; (e) 

(f) "ethod of diverting surface waters around the 

disturbed areas where necessary to prevent pollution of such 

~aters or ~&e&es&a£~ Q!BEC~E! erosion; 

(gl ~ethod of reclaaation of strea• channels and 

strea• banks to central erosion, siltation, and pollution; 

(hi such maps and other supporting docu•ents as aay te 

EEaseBa&±y E~QB!~1l required ty tbe depart•ent; 

(i) A ti•e schenule fc£ £eclaaation that •Eets the 

rPquirPments of sPcticn Q f50-12C9) of this actT; 

1il _ _!_-E~Q9~i~--1~-~2ni!Q~-~i!~I-9Y~.!iY_~ng_gg~ti!~~ 

-6- HB 6C4 
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£efo~~-QY£ing~-~ft§£_§!£12f~ti£A_A~£_mini~£ 

~+6tJ11l "Vegetative cover" as used in this act shall 

aean the type of vegetation, grass, shrubs, trees, or any 

other for• of ea,w£al ~~ ~ time ef 

£eelaaatiea p£i•aEil~_Ba!i9e_~t! ai9~E@e Y~ta!i6J !!!I.!H!U 

COVER DEEDED SUITABLE A~ ilftE OF RECLI!&ilQ!• 

~llll "Board" shall •ean the board of land 

com•issioners, or such state earloyee or state agency as •ay 

succeed to its powers and duties under this act. 

~JJ]l "Department" shall aean tbe departaent cf 

state lands. 

~&tllil "Saall ainer" shall aean any person, fira or 

corporation engaged in the business of •ining who does not 

remove fro• the earth during any twentr-four (24) hour 

period aaterial in excess of one hundred (100) tons in the 

aggregate. 

.11~L~~olutiQlL-!i!!ill!!._§hall_H~~l!!L_incl.!!QL_!!§ 

§!!£~tion_-2!__ai~~ls __ ~y_the !!!dgstiQ!!_Q! a solvgn!_l~!2 

~qpe§ belov the earth's surface and ~§gguept vi~;awal of 

il:!g_§olutio.n 2!!8 :f!!:!!!!§§§!M::e:t :!i~~" 

Section 2. section 50-1205, R.c.~. 1947, is amended to 

read as follows: 

"50-1205. Investigations, research and experiaents in 

reclamation. The board shall bave the authority to conduct 

or authori2e investigations, research, experiaents and 

-1- HE 6C4 
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deacnstrations in reclamation and to collect and di~seminate 

nonconfidential infcraation relating to aining. -H~ 

Section 3. section 50-1206, R.c.~. 1947, is amended to 

read as follows: 

"50-1206. co-operation with other agencies -- receipt 

and eipenditnre of funds ~w __ asselloa! -----" 

a!!!!SIIoll!o :ffi: The board shall co-operate vith other 

governmental and private agencies in this state and other 

states and agencies cf tbe federal governaent, and aay 

reasonably coapensate thea fer any services the board 

requests that they provide. The board aay receive federal 

funds, state funds, and any ether fonds and, within the 

limits i•posed by the grant, eipend thea for recla•ation of 

land affected by aining or exploration and for fDrfoses 

enuaerated in section 9 [50-1209] of tbis act. 

~ ~11 f~~Ez= __ fsrfeit -~•i§z==&Ri __ et~--!!!RE~§ 

~!1:~ s;E nil •e ~HH:!!:!:Lftjef=!ti::::!Hti:liiiett=u 

tloie aet shall lte fllaeell ia the state treaeen aaoi e£eaite! 

aiaisietra~~feJSSteet si ttit ehapte~f=:itt=-!A~ 

reel!••tie• sf lasi _!Bi _!!•~~=-a~§·e~-!~ara feek 

-8- llB 6011 
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pjaiR! epera,jeas1 A~ yae•peaaei belaaee =!!= •aie !BB!!!! 

Ee•a~R~!* •~e ea!_ ef e~!!!§al 1eae sa!}}_!~ e&Efj~& 

!!!!aE! fer th~~§ et taja ••aetef~''til=-~§!!~• &f 

!:!H!!fii!te& lii!::§Hti~ledalati!e ~!ftz" 

Section ~. Section 50-1207, B.c.~. 1947, is amended to 

read as follows: 

"50-1207, Exploration license aa& !Je¥elepaeat pe!Eai-* 

duration and renewal .requireaents. 111 Effecti\'e 

sixty (60} days after the date en which the board shall 

first proaulgate its regulations as authorized by section 4 

[50-120~] of this act, no person shall engage in exploration 

&E--&e¥elepaeat in the state vitbout first obtaining an 

exploration license ~ie¥elepaeat peEait froa the hoard to 

do so, such license ee pewait to be issued for a period of 

one (1) year fro• date of issue and to be renewable froa 

year to year on application therefor filed at any tiae 

within the *~~~ §Q days next preceding the expiration 

of the current license e~~ and payment cf like fee as 

~equired for a new license eE pe!Eait; provided that the 

applicant for renewal i$ not then held by the board to be in 

violation of any prevision of this lav. Such license er 

~ shall be subject to suspension and revocation as 

provided ty this act. 

(2) An exploration license shall be issued to any 

applicant therefor who shall: (i) fay a fee of fi¥e della·Hl 

-9- HE! 60!1 
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~ :H£ _as !fi!!:!lie!! =!l==!~@!~!tiea=fit )2 to the board; 

(ii) agree to reclaim any surface area daaaged by the 

applicant during exploration operations, all as may be 

reasonably required by the board. (iii) no- be in default 

of any other reclaaation obligation nuder tbis law. 

(a) An application tor an exploration license shall be 

aade in writing, notarized and subaitted to the departaent 

in duplicate upon foras prepared and furnished by it. The 

application shall include an exploration aap or sketch in 

sufficient detail to locate the area to be explored and to 

deteraine whether significant environaental probleas ¥ou1d 

te encountered. The departaent shall, by roles and 

rP.gula ticns. deteraine tbe precise nature of snell 

exploration aap or sketch, The applicant aost* 

fit state vbat types of prospecting and excavation 

techniques will be eaployed in disturbing tbe lando 1 if aaty 

a~ea if ae i!~e!8s_te !!EE iii!!! 

jiiir eeee£_ilile the aethe!§_~ ~e __ aeee ~ !Uiill!l 

~~!'~BEl !!!!Ei~.!!B ~.!!i!~!'e H=Aouff=~§::Bf "'"teE au 

~~~~! !.!!£~e!£l.!!!'!tisBt 

H.!L:!l!fesih the -~!!!i~.!!L~e _ _!~_!!f_u !il en H.!!.!! 

~~~ef :l!llh !!eis!iE=.!§:H!HU 

-10- HB 6011 
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~~i-1heiE_8eBisaas~ it t~~t 

7!~eseat_~-§~~~~ vat~~-j!ai!~!~-il9!t at! 

iYiil=p£eaett _a eetail~! asee~s•~!!_et th!=l!eati!R_!! 

St£e~alit! !BB !Kg&tit!L 

(b) Opon filing of any certificate of claim location 

as permitted by federal a~d state dning laws and 

regulaticns, the locator ~hall provide copies of said 

certificates to the board ~ sh!l! ee •aae t!ailt~~~ 

H:!!!i& .tni~!!· 

(c) Prior to the issuance of an exploration license, 

the applicant shall file with the depart•ent a recla•ation 

and revegetation bond in a for• and aaoont as deter•ined by 

the depart•ent in accordance with section 50-1211 ~ 

jtiftille ::!:!UB &f a§~_:::JedL:::ta :iLftiU !H-HHtifi 

(d) In the event that the holder of an ex~lcration 

perait desires tc aine or develop the area covered ty the 

exploration license and has tulf illed all of the 

requireaents for a oh••ele(l•eat &£ ~ operating perait, the 

departm~nt aay allow the postpone•ent of the reclaaaticn of 

the acreage explored if that acreage is incorporated intc 

the complete reclamation plan snbBitted with the application 

for a B@¥@}8p•eat 8£ ~B operating pe~•it. Any land actually 

affected by exploration or excaration under an exfloration 

-11- !18 fQij 
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license and not ccvered by the Q@¥E!}9(1B9Bt 8£ cferating 

r~c1amaticn plan shall be reclaiaed ~~~~~r-~s 

afteE tfte-&eapletiee 8! eaple£ati8& e£ a~aaieaaeat ~~ 

-s.t-te--;w;- n~ -eHM~tei!z _uti etf~HiHil_ as ~*§!!; 

teeh&8le~y aa& the •est-~~~ §!_ t!~ _a£!_ all!!• 

WITBIN __ l __ !~_!!I~li_-2Hl _ _fQ~f1!!1Q! __ Ql__!l~!QEA!!£!_Q~ 

!~!!~Q!~~!l_Q[_!§! __ SIIE in a aanner acceptable tc the 

deJ:art•ent. 

~l= !he a!!lie~ §hall fj}~ a !B!ItB~_I!!!E!_Wi!! 

~~ t~•eat statkl!=ti~ aaea!! e! •tteEi!l=~l§!!!_~ 

!he_tt~!~~~!£te~1 

~~e !§ft:!~!il_~_a fee ef f§S !l!i&h ~11 lie ~it!! 

a eretlit !evaEe aa ~~~=!!Eait if the aEe~ ee~&ei ia 

the ~!~le£atiee pe~!tt !eeaae§ pe•e~§2_! •!lA!L !~!!!1-~ 

aatl seaaitte& ta the~~t 

f'£9f&Eeil aed fe£eished ~7 ito~ 

a(lflieati8B shall eeet~*~l~• 

(a) a tveRtJ ti¥8 &ella£ (lai) applieatiea feet 

(h) a eess£ipti8B 8f the area 

is te he s8ailaetet11 

~&t- 8£ ae£ial ~hete~EaPh s~evia• 

-12- RB 60Q 
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\ep&!F&phie 1 ealteeal aal ieaiaa!e teataeeee iaria~ the twe j~t yeaes peier ta •as applieatiee fe£ eaii 

2 ~~) a stateae~ ~eepese~ ieYele~aeat aethe~e, ~TETT 2 ~-v+ll se restee~aeeerdaaee with the pra¥ieieas sf 

3 ~lia~, ~eashie~, ets., aei t ] this aet. 

4 eappeet eeais aai faeilitieet II lht a reelaaatiee ae4 re•e~etatiaa aeai ia lara a&e 

5 ~e) aa estiaa\e ef ~ aeeeaqe eape&\ei te ee 5 

6 aist~rsei ia the tvel•e 11~)--.aths fellevia! ieeee ef the 6 seetiee SQ 1~11, ~Fiee te ~e- ieeeaaee ef a ieYelepaeet 

7 peeait 1 te,e.-ee wi•a a aap ef the !&aeeal aeea ef the 7 ~,.. 

8 ieyelapaeat epeeatieae fee a li~e peeialo If the saael a lilt Vpea reeeipt at a eeap1e•e ie••l•P•••• epplisa~iaa 

9 9 the iepaetaeat shall, vithia ei••f (iQ) iaye 1 aetify the 

10 10 applieaat that the reelaaatiee plea is eE is aet aeeeptah1eo 

11 ~eaty pee seat f~QI) eelav what the eaael aaasiieee eeeeeet 11 If the plae ie aet aeeeptaele the iepartaeat shall aetify 

12 ia the eieeeaetaaees, it say BJ aeiee E&!&iea the epeeatee 12 the applieaat, ia veiti&!t et the iefieieaeiee, Pailaee af 

13 ~iaeeease the aaeeat ef hie Baal eeae.&ia!lfo 13 the iepastaeat ta sa aet vithia that periei shall eeaetitate 

14 ~fl a peepeses ee&laaatiea plaa fee leads te ee ,_ appre¥al ef the applieatieB aa4 the perait shall he iesaea 

15 15 peeaptly theeeafteFo 

16 16 ~j]l Eaployees of persons holding a Yalid license 

17 ~ - aa affi&a.~as say ee ee~eieel BJ th~~T 17 or perait under this act shall be deeaed included in and 

18 &ft&¥4~-_..at aay laaae aieteese~ eapleEatiea, 18 coYered by such license cr perait. 

19 aeYelepaeaty--8£-aie~the eta•• af !ea~aaa ~y applieaa~ 19 ~l Upon proper application by the holder of an 

20 vithia twa years fEiee~he applieatiea fee eaii-perait is 20 exploration licens<> 41-F ie•elepaeat pe£ait, the board aay 

21 &e-ie ia sesrse ef seis~ reel~i-~&£4aaee with t&e 21 excuse such hclder from reclaaation obligations llith 

22 ~-Yi<*~H~s--iHitt as saeaiesieB--* aa affida-Y+t-<t<Hi 22 reference to any specified openings or excaYations exposing 

23 23 geological indications or pbeno1ena of especial interest, 

24 ey eapleEatiea, 211 ~ven though the licPnsee does not apply or have any 

25 ~paeAt1 ee aiai~appliaaat i~st~f-~Ba 25 intention to apply for ie•elepaeat lie€ase e£ J!.!! Cferating 
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:tlil:ffi: flj&E !;a ~~~tieaee!t ~1=1~ea_tiJ&z=!as 

!!9!!\Bf aeat ae\ifl_the _j!!§!t•e!t _af __ hia =i!tee~-. 

a~aa~~~ ~~-~erater •~•! iae!!ie_~ ~ ~BI=!~!i~~~ 

\he ieptEt!~!~l ve!}e ·~ he !~§\elf= §!1}!8 _!J! 

ph!f!id !!!= !OE!!iee~ =!ti;: !fte~ el -•!:!!H=-Hd!!ta•• 

!IJU\~ 

~~~~Me plaa vill he appra~e~ hy the 

Section 5. Section 50-1210. R.C.K. 1947. is aaended to 

read as follows: 

"50-1210. Inspection of aiDing site issuance of 

operating perait aodification of reclaaation plan 

succession to interest in uncoafleted aining operation. J1l 

Open rec~ipt of an application for an operating perait the 

mining site shall be inspected by thE departaent. Within 

eiaty (&Q} says ef £eeeipt ~~ eeaplete applieati&&-eft4 

~eslaaatiea plaa hy \ae hear& aa& Eeeeipt ef the perait fee, 

+&e-heare ehall eit~e£ i&&&e--+B-~t~--~- te the 

apflieaat er re\ara aay-iaee•plete BE iaa&e!aate appl~t4&& 

+&---+~ applieaat alea~ v~a- dese£i~tieR -ef the 
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perait shall he is~ P£BBP\ly ~£eaf\e£ ~-~-;§! 

reeei~ !f ap !~li§a\iea 1!1 ~a epe~~~·~~£!it 

te eeas~raet s~l§~eat !~§iii!if§z=~ !~P!ft!~~~ 

aet\fJ tje_!!Pli!a!t tf !!I !!ll!ittl!!§:it ttl:!ttli!~l1 

t-Paet e\t~eaea! =f!!ii is fBttiw•••-~~!eBt •9!! 

eteplete tae_ !I& _vithia ~- ••atae, taete~~i!! 

THE CO~PLBT! APPLI£!11Q!_j!Q_!~~AJATIOJ ELII_Il__j§l__]Qjjl 

!!.L..!!£JlU.-01' TBL.~ll.J1!Llll 1 THE BQJBD SBALL !lll!!!Lll~n! 

!!__OPERATIHG PER~IT TQ __ I!!__!PPLICJfl gi _ _!llijl___!ll 

I!CO~PLEtE OR IHlDEQUAil_APPL!~IICJ IO THE AffLICJ!T JLCIG 

i!TH A DESCf!PTION OF THE DEF!Cl!ICIIS~-!!l~!_Q!_!D!_~Q!j~ 

!Q_~Q_!CT_lli!!l.L1!l.ll...tlllQ~m!!~!.§lli.!!U __ ll!BCVAI. __ Q! 

llif__!f£1.1£!112!-_!~~--!li!__IER~!I__~-~!-~!]_f!~fll.! 

Ilill!!.H!!!h 

llL The operating perait shall be granted !!tk1M!_!§ 

~ !!.!!~!! fer the period required to aine the land 

covered by tbe plan and shall be valid until the surface or 

underground mining authorized ty the perait is ccmfleted or 

abandoned. unless the permit is suspended or revoked by the 

board as provided in this act. The operating perait shall 

-22- HB 604 
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p~cvide that the recla~ation plan •ay be aodified by the 

boar,J, npun proper application of the peraittee, or 

nepartment, after tiaely notice and oprcrtunity for hearing, 

at any tiae during the tera of the per•it and for any of the 

following reasons: 

(a) ro aodify ~!=§~§!§th§! the requireaents so they 

vill not conflict vith existing lavs; 

{b) The previously adopted reclaaation plan is 

iapossible or iapracticable to iapleaent and aaintain; 

(c) When significant environaental problea situations 

are revealed by field inspectica. 

11l iben one (1) operator succeeds to the interest of 

another in any nncoapleted aining operatioa by sale, 

assignaent, lease, or otherwise, the board aay release the 

first operator fro• the duties i•posed apon hia by this act 

as to such operation; provided, that bath operators have 

co•plied with the require•ents of this act and the success6r 

operator assuaes the duty cf the fcraer orerator to coaplete 

the reclaaation of the land, in vhich case the board shall 

transfer the perait to the successor operator upon arrroval 

of the successor operator's bond as reguired under this 

act." 

&<>etiea 9, &eetiee !ill 1;11. lloGolh 19Q7, is aa<>fl4e44e 

~a.l---*ell&VSI 

"§Q 1211. Pe£feraaese ~BRio •ke "''lisaat sk~~ 
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~ ~loe <le~aet•ea$. a heel! pa9ahle te tlte-&tHe-~~-

~--E*l'etv satisfaeteev te t*e <lepae,aeet ie t&e-~~ 

~t- lees tlta~ 

sella£& IC4.!i4Q~~eaeh ae£e er fEastiea theeeet sf the 

aieterhe<l aeea, eea&i£ieaei epee the taithfel peetee•aBee-9~ 

the eeeeiEeaeate ef t~ie aet aai the £&lee at ~-ee~~· 

etlte£ ea£etv asee~ta&le *&--the hsaeiw ~eea£ilees at t~e 

aheve liaits, the eeae shal*-aet he lees thae the 

eest te the state te se•plete the eaela•atiea ef the 

4i&tareei laaa.~hlie eE aeveeaaeatal aeeeev shall est ~e 

~laehet PeEf&Eaaaee heea seveEiaa tva 1;1 eE ae•e eaa£atieae 

--- _.l....... ..._...., ___ ... .-.il_ __ ..._ __ ..,lo..o. __ ...._ _ _,.~A-. _ ______:C_--....ocl.. __ ~_.,___,.__:h._--..l___......__,.,_1_]_ 

a<Jeaeatelv eeee£e the esti•atei tetal aealte£ ef ae£es--et 

~.sH laeli, Wl!efl-<i<*e~Re<l ey the ~~~~-tM.t-t.fi€ 

set eeallies level ef a ~eEait-ee lieeaee sese eet eep£eseet 

~ltsfl.tift<J-£<><}~-~--.t!Hit penH ~-He<?ti;@-. !H 

eeleaee et a heall aeet~ ill ae!~!t!l! witb tbe tatal 

""~~-.r..,. ...... l"o ,.,.. ...... r-..i:d .... - ..... .:1 ....... _, "'~---'""·- "htt .a,.:l,_..,. .;;r,...,...,_.._.._,a._~~..o. 
~-~-.....uuw:ao .... u:c;eu~--~~_:::"!!i:~_.=.:.=~:z:::~~ 

le haas filell ia aeeeeaaase vith the peevisieae e! t&ie 

aet shall ~e £eleasea ~ depaetaeat aatil \he •EeYisieas 
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~~e ast, the £alee aieptea pa£eeaat the£ete aai this 

eeelaaaties plea ha¥e ~felfille~ BBd aetil a ea~~~ 

~§~li§}IBiloB 

section 6. section 50-1212, R.c.~. 1941, is aaenaed to 

read as follows: 

•50-1212. Annual report of actiYities by peraittee 

annual fee. Within thirty (30) days after coapletion or 

abandcnaent of operations on an area under perait cr within 

thirty (30) days after each anaiversary date of the perait, 

whichever is earlier, or at such later date as aay be 

provided by rules and regulations of the board and each year 

thereafter until reclaaation is ccapleted and approved, the 

peraittee shall pay the annual fee of tventy-five dollars 

($25) and shall file a report of activities coapleted during 

the preceding year on a fora prescribed by the board, which 

report shall: 

~Jj1 Identify the per•ittee and the perait nuater; 

~BtJll Locate the operatioa by subdivision, section, 

township and range, and with relation tc the nearest tovn or 

other well-kncvn geographic feature; 

~lll Estiaate acreage to be nevly disturbed ty 

operation in the next twelve (12} month period; and 

#f-1!!1 Update any aaps preYiously sutaitted or 

specifically requested ty the board. Such aapE shall Ehow: 

-25- llB 604 
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~+1~1 The perait area; 

~J£1 The unit of distorted land; 

~j£1 The area to be disturbed during the next tvelve 

(12) aonth period; 

~4+111 If ccapleted, the date of coapleticn of 

operations; 

to 

~~1§1 If net coapleted, the additional area estiaated 

be further disturbed by the operation within the 

following perait year: ana 

#t-1!1 •he aa•a af he!i&al••• •••••• aai ••~~••• 

e\ates e• eeelaaatiea peefeeaei i•5ia~ the pEeYieae tvelye 

11~) aaathe !!~-~ee !A2JI A•altsis infor•ation a§ 

;egqired by tb§ gep~I~D!·• 

SPetiea 11o Seetiea §Q 111~ 1 
~D-~----- . _ _.'I_QJIL"']. ____ _,a_ __ .,. ___ _. __ .;~ 

~atiea plaa eeetifiea\iea at iefieieaeiee ~eaei 

~e te £nelai• eistaEhei laaee. ~~~ eeeeipt e* 

the pe£Bittee's £epeFt 1 aai at a•J ethee Feaeeaahle-~~ 

~~ eleet, the heaFi shall eavse the peFait a£ea te he 

iaspeetea--te- ieteeaiee if the peF•ittee-has eeaplie~h 

.;a- peE a itt:ee----s~a~~~----Pe&litil-ilfl---as 

seheeij}ei ia his -a~Fe¥ei Eeela•atiee plaa. -JOel~ 

*£itt:ea aetiee ~~BeaFi aetie~ -~ieieaeie~he 
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eeseeeaey eapeasee iaeaeeei ia eaeeyla• aa\ \he vee~ ee 

--~~-:~- --~·~~-~-~ _.,.,.,.....,.._ _.&.L.c.l.-_ - .... -.&.:.-- ,;--~-.a..:-....- --

eeaeeaaale-ehae~e fee ~he see•iees peefeeaei hy the e\a~e•e 

peeseaael aai \he a\a\e'a e~aipaea\ aei aa\eeiale e\iliaei, 

saall ~ate the aaeaat et seeessary 

eapeaeea iasaeeai hy the 8eaei ia eealaiei&! ••e iis\aehei 

laai aaa a •••••• that \he aaeaat ia iae aai payahle te \he 

aeae~ hy ~ae--peeai~tee aai the eaeetJo If the aeaaat 

epeeifiei ia •he eeie£ ie aet paii eitaie thiety {3Q~ 

the atteeaey ~eaeeal, ••ea 

E&!&&s~ ef the heaEio shall hEiR! aa aetiea ea hehalt af the 

state ie aieteiet eeaEto !he S&Eety saall he liahle te the 

state te the eateat ef the ~aait ~he peraittee shall ~e 

liasle feE lhe EeaaieieE ef 

8efieieaeiea ~eelaaatiea vi~hia thi£ty 43Qt ~a£\@£ 

aetifieatiea B¥ the ~ea£i--&e- faileEe- •e eatiefaeteEily 

~te Eeelaaatiea we££ es aay se•aeat ef the peEait aEea 

vit~ia ~ve 12) years, &£ &Yah l~B!@~ries as the-&ea~ 

~t ea peEait~ee's -applieatieB these#&£~ ee ee tee 

~s au aeheB, ~., Eafi4Hx_!!!~:!:l:Mti:h _!II~..§!H~ti!i§ 

tee--a~ aeief:!;_ !!!~~H aB8 ajvaseei et~e at ~! 

~ WitB!H 2 !il!~_&QCA Lc•§l! ii!ICG AS~!I_!~!!i ~11 
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Pi&ftl~ 91 _fiRftlttjiA& APPelCA!JiJL_fSiil!iBw _99==if =£1j 

89ABP!§ ~ !9fi9N, af~es eeapletiea eE a~aaieaaeat at 

epesatieas ea aay ee~aea~ ef the peEait aeea shall 

e&&&4itete seffieieat !PB&aia fe£ aaaaellatiea ef a peeait 

the app~t peevises, heweve£ 1 t~at saea aetiea Bha~ 

he aifeetei while aB appeal ie peaii•! teaa ••J Ealiag 

ee~ai£iag the eaae: PR9i!!lix:=II!!!Jlx= tall 19~1 lili@! 

~w~-=-~~~.1!':--:>'::~ ur -····· a:w "5:::::::::~t:~.:.:::x:a;:=:-=lt:.!O 

!HZ!Ji=!Ji!Ii!JC IBi_&IJJ•" 

Section 7. Section 50-1214, R.C.M. 1947, is aaended to 

read as follows: 

"50-1214. Reasons for denial of perait. ~ ~ 

!!!£12rati~ ~~~ LICEBSE OR OPIRltii§ per•it •ay be 

denied for any of the following reasons: 

(al The plan of sevelepaest exploration, aininq, or 

recla•ation conflicts with the state vater and air 

~Eat+&B £9!!Y!i9£ standardE; 

(bl The reclaaaticn plan does not Frcvide an 

acceptable aethod for accoaplisbaent of reclaaaticn as 

required by this act. 

A 8e&ial ef a pe£ait~*-Be-~ aeitia~ &R4-Etate-~~e 

eeaseas-~~e£~ 

#!t=-'fhe !!la8-*~Ea4ii!l!z::~h _§£ k!§l!~ 

!J!BRfH:EtS Vi!!!:=~-fitiis,ieRe a£ ~!I:!HtiA=JHU!l!:!§!l!~! 
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~!iey-Aet lliPll1 

~=~ _g~li~a!iea _ !ee __ aa --~~~E~!i§! =-~~£Ritz 

ievtititiH=;hfi!ities !!hall !!_=!!::!§!ed -~§II _n~! 

a!fieaati~ d~!~B!!tEates-_aa~ the ~~~~a~~~t d~te~ai&fS 

~J!!f&"al ef t,I!§-~E!:i! wijj Uti 

~ •••~~ ~ials§ieal=fi£~eee~ivitt_et _a@ ~ ftHh 

~ 

1§1 !~veese!t= affe§! !B eee!e~~l! if&!ile-~ 

thiak et!ld ae\ re!~J_sa i!§=f~I=!§&legjeaA ett!~!~i• 

:!ti:=!:!~H~tiA!lL:H!tiu 

~-~· ee!ld p£eeipite!~_a_§f!!!tt=~!-!!••tee £!!§!~ ' 

fft= eeastitete-e-haa•El_!§_a -~!!!li!! __ ~§~§~z ~!!~ 

!~iliiR!t sahael~~~f~ . z:::!iH~:HU:a=HH!!U!i!l BE i~:id 

'he iatescist ef a B•~ Yil@eeaete ~~:!I ~ 

f!l eaeee fle!!~ }aa~sli~ ~av!!!z==!t _i!=i!~ 

~~~ay eata~-~i~~!~=a&&-i!!!!~~ 

~! de§!i~!I BfEt!~§iy ~ai@ afeas==!f==hi§!fi!i!l 
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~~heele!i•~ si!J!!i!~~x 

fil=_If_ !_ haag~~ ae __ !ietei i! __ firf!t=~~ 

haated_eai!~! fJe!_~he a@~lie!~Ba1 

J1l--A-~I!1AL_£l_!_f~11-~!11_A!_1!_!!1!1lQ_!~-a!!I! 

~~-!~!aQ!a_!H~!!!Q!£ 

Section 8. section 50-1221, R.c.e. 19117, is amended tc 

read as fellows: 

"50-1221. Information obtained fro a applications 

confidential -- ad•issible in bearings or proceedings. Any 

and all inforaation obtained by the haaE• 8£ hJ \he dieeeteE 

e£ ~is~ a~!i@g !I s'~~eYeft~~ ll!_~f!l!]!II by 

virtue of applications for exploration licenses, and all 

inforaaticn obtained free s•all ainers, is confidential 

between the ~ •9e&&f!e D!P&RTB!IT and tbe applicantv 

except as to tbe naae of tbe applicant and tbe &e*~ty 

leea•i~ ~Q~!!! of th~ proposed operation. IJII __ Jl!f!!!l!!l!I 

~AY __ ~Q!1FY __ lfi! __ £1flfl~!~1__Q!__tl!!!1fi__A!Q__g]!1Ef!~l!!!! 

SCIENCES !~-QI]l]_~!1~~~l_~_]ISCBET19J __ fl__!!l 

!fPARENT _!!I]!__QUA1ITT VIOLATJQ!a£-l!la!_!~!£1!a_ABE ALSC 

S UEJ EC'f TO IJ1L_£Qll11l.!i:lli!il!L_i!.Q~la!Q~-_Q!__%1!1a-l£!.., 

Provided that all activities conducted subsequent to 

exrlcraticn and other associated facilities shall be public 

infor•ation and conducted under a de9elepaeat -&£ ~.!l 

operating perait. It is further frovided tbat any 
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infc~aation obtained by ,.e ~ea&i e& ~f 'ke ii£&6\&E e& his 

~ as !!!B&f ~~ s•ate_~~!!Bt ~R~!!:Jl ty virtue 

of such applications is p~operly adaissible in any 

a~a~s ~ea&s or in any judicial p~oceeding to which the 

lli&BeteE aaa ~~£~_££ the applicant a~e parties and is not 

confidential when a violation of the act or rules has been 

deterained by the iepa&tae•~ an aqeact or by judicial ofder. 

Failure to coaply with the secrecy provisions of this act 

shall be punishable by a fine of up to one thousand dollars 

($1, 000) • n 

Seetiee 1q, lheEe is a B8W BwGolo &8etiea aeahe&e4 

§Q 1229 t~ &eaie as fellewsa 

~~. laaaaaas ~ sea•el eate£&8Beat ef law 

this eat -&£--e 

E&le a!le~te8-~F-~~-+et- is est heia§ eaf9&&e8 hy a 

~-Mfiee£ 9£ eit.ple-fee wltese 811ty-4~s4-e--e~E-~ 

~~•eat e£ £Yle 1 aay a&ia~ the faileEe te eafe£99 te te. 

atteatiee 9f tAe- ,e~lie effiee£ 9£ eBfleyee hy a e&ittel 

s+at~eelleE 8ath that states ths sp~fie faets ef the 

, eaae£ the lev &£--H4s<? 

~·~flHH<ai-&e<l-ia~~ 
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i~l If t~e p~alie effi6e~ as eepleyee ae~leets 8£ 

Eefesee feE 

aay hEis, aa e.tisa 9f aaeaaaas ia *he iietai•• eeas• ef ••a 

.f..iret. ja!lisial 8ie~*-.tMs-state 9£ --4-B---t-IH!--eit-t£'4~-t 

~9f the se~a•y is 11hish ••e laa!l is leeateio ~~e ee••*• 

if it fiaas that a ~S!&i£eeeat ef 'hie a•• es a &ale aaep\ei 

9ffi6e£ 9£ eapleyee ehase aety it ie te eafe&ee the 

re!&iEeaeat 9£ £ale te perfe£a hia ia\ies, If he fails •• ie 

se, the pehlie effise£ 8£ eapl9yee shall ~e heli ie eaa•eapt 

ef seer\ aai is eeajeet •e •he peaal,ies p&a¥iiee &y law. 

13t Aa 888&£ ef aa iate£eet ia £sal pEepe•tJ whe 

~ SRBBR 

eaple£atie& &feEatiea te £86B¥er eaea~es +e'f'--e&B4aei&atiea 1 

8ieia~tiea, BE i&teE£~pti9B ef the aate£ sepply Ee&eltia~ 

f£ee e•fl&Eatiea s£ ha£8 EB&• eiaia~. 

l'U Ae swBe£ ef~~ts--a<l¥e£sely affe6tea aay 

e4--~-~e~•ti-tft€ 8epa£tae~~&aEiee ~-yE6ef te 

&f>BFBter,-~~eseit>t ef tlti&-- eeaplaillt-tlte-<kl~aM 
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~ 

-tat--~-s+i~41le- ee apl ai • ._-464a-r~~-a•ai±a-l>~ 

iafeEaa~i~ iaelaaiA~ ~~eEi&~ aa~ ~atheEee -a+-4M 

e•~le£a~iet~ e£ ~~ 

lsi FP'I~~he aefeaaa~~~--+-~~iHJ 

~ella SF athe£ ~£aetiees that aay he aeeaei te aete£aiae ~he 

~e- ef vate£ lees~~ 

(e) ieeee, vi~hi• 9Q iays, a v£i~tea tiaa~ 

spesifyia~ the saase ef the watee lees, if these is a lees, 

ia teEas ef ~aaatity ..& ~aalityt 

~-e£ie£ the iefeadaRt ia ssapliaaee with ~~~ 

~ ee~laee tile vatee is lihe '!&ality, 'l&aatitY• aaa 

ia£atiaa 1 if the less is ea.aE4 hy aa eapleeatiea •• aieiR! 

epa£atieat aai 

!e) &ESE£~ s&sfessiea et ~e---&eteaolaat~ 

19 eapleeatiae eE epeeati&'!l peeait 1 tee fail&£& te Iepl~~ 

20 

21 ~ 

22 (§I It the iepaAaeat ietesaiaas tlllatl these is a 1f£eat; 

23 ~~ial that s&Ffaee ee sahst~£faee !HalU;y aali 

211 ~aaati~y eay---&8-- a~veEeely affeete~ fiy a Bi&iRif SE 

25 eBpleFatiea epeeatiea, ~he-epeeate£ a&st iastall a vate£ 
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~±~~~B<r--¥.S~T&Br vateE ~eaatit~- eeaiteFi&~ 

¥£~EaeT-~£ eete, whieh eest fie a~~e-+y--~-4€~£~&~ 

~ie£ te the eeBeea~t at eB~tiea &E ai&i&lfo 

Section 9. Severability, If a part of this act is 

invalid, all valid parts that are severable fro• the invalid 

part of tbis act reeain in effect, If a fart of tbis act is 

invalid in one or more of its applications, the part reeains 

in effect in all valid applications that are severatle frc• 

the invalid applications. 

~£II91 JO, EICLOSIQN, NC PBOJ1Sl~1-Q!_l]1~~§!ll 

APPLI TO ANI_jJPL~!!!QN OE_~l!liQ_CP!RliJQ! _ _f!lQR__!£__!lig 

~!!J£!J!!-~!TE_Ql_!MJ~_!£I~ 

S!CtiOS 11, ~~CTI!E DlTE 1 THIS I~_!!!I£I!!!_Q~ 

}TS PISSI§I AID IPPJOiiL, 

-End-
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