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1 BILL 1'0B Ul ACT EJITITLI!D: "18 lC't TO A!IEID TilE I!OHTllfl '((\•A--._ 

STRIP AND ONDEBGRODHD !IIHE RECL11!ATIOI ACT BY PBOVIDIIG lOB 

1 RECLl!IATIO!I ABO REVBGETlTIOI PLll WHICH PEBI!ITS PLACIHG 

THE RECLAII!ED LARD INTO CROP PBODOC~IOH OR IBRIGlT!D 

PASTORE; l!IEJIDING SECTIONS 50-1045 lBD 50-10117, R.C.I!. 

1947." 

BE IT EJIACTBD BY THE LEGISLlTDBE OF THE STATE OF I!OITlJil: 

section 1. Section 50-10q5, B.C.!!. 19,7, is aaended to 

read as follows: 

"50-10115. Planting of yegetation following grading of 

disturbed area. (1) After the operation bas been backfilled, 

graded, topsoiled, and approved by the departaent, the 

operator shall prepare the soil and plant such leguaes, 

grasses, shrubs, and trees upon the area cf land affected as 

are necessary to provide~ 

j~ a suitable pervanent diverse vegetatiTe cover 

capable of: 

~Jit feeding and withstanding gra~inq pressure fro• 

a quantity and •ixture of wildlife and livestock at least 

covparable to that which the land could have sustained prior 

to the operation: 
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LC 13119/01 

~Jiil regenerating under the natural conditions 

prevailing at the site, including occasional drought, heavy 

snowfalls, and strong winds; and 

~(iii) preventing soil erosion to the eitent achieved 

prior to the operatioDT~ 

fbl crop production or 

Jll The seed or plant •i•tnres, quantities, •ethod of 

planting, type and a•ount of liae o~ fertilizer, •niching, 

irrigation, fencing, and any other •easures aecessary to 

provide a suitable persanent diverse vegetati•e cover ~ 

crop productioq or irrigated pasture shall be defined by 

rules of tbe boa~d. 

~Jli 111 underground shafts, tunnels, or other 

excavations are eicluded fro• tbe pro•isions of subsection 

(11 of this section. 

till !al An operator ·~~pose ~ revegetation-£1!!_!2 

place the reclai•ed land in crop production or irrigated 

pasture. The departaeut •ay app&o•e such a pla~~ 

£2!§~ltation with the present and any ~~-futo~ 

landowners, __ if the recla•ation plan is consistent with tD! 

~ses of 50-1035. Before~val is qi,en. the_-2£!&A!~ 

shal~fi~•atively de•onstrate to the departaept that the 

!~_§yita~!e for crop production or irri~!1--R!§!9£! 

with resp~j;:Q.i 

jil__!gpsoil quality and g~antity4 
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j!il_probabilitY of adwerse effects -2JL_2!£YJ9Yate( 

qyality and adrerse effects due to sgrface seepage ~{ 

groundwater; 

jiiil precipitation or availability of irri~ion •a!~~ 

of adequate guality£-guanti~. apd perpapence; 

li!l use of si!ilar lands in the_area based on sci! 

!Jpe. precipitation, top~~· and anr otper fa£1£~~£! 

!!!!Ct the growth of crOE§_2{~ture; !Dd 

(!} other criteria det2_uined_~~~!!!;L-.ll 

consideration of the rewegetation plan, 

~~erator shall s~ Plans for regraiing. 

topsoilin~~claaatiop, reYegetaticn, an~geaent which 

will produce optiaal econoaic, !icrocli!atic, and ag{opoaic 

conditions for crop and irrigated pasture production with 

eiaiaal adYerse eff~s on soil erosion, water,_p2!1pli£~ 

ond othe; enYironaental factors~ 

tcl If the depa~ent d~aines that a~g~tation 

plan for crop production or irrigated_ Pasture is not 

appropriate for tbe land _in guestio!l.~l~igja__yg 

reYegetation shall be_ carried cut under the standards 21 

subs.ection (11 /al of this ~ection. 

(dl If the land has been used for crop prodyction _g. 
irrigated pasture for 5~rs or !O!e prior tc •ini!g 

~tions, it is presu~ed that the land is suita~~---f2! 

~-!!QS~£!i£B __ £r_i£!igated pasture and the ~!§~ed 
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2B!I_sub•it the ipforpation_!!gaired by sub§ection lll}jb) of 

this section. The use of the land in t~_p!§l __ !SL--£!£1 

froductioB or irrigated 

for such use in the future 

pasture doe§_ng~gaire_approval 

it the _ IJ~RU t•en t fin dJL.£~21! 

~duction or irrigated pasture would not be appropriate, 

J2~n a reclaaation and revegeta!io_n __ £lSA __ is 

~oyed or disapprowed, tbe departaent~!l!_!§~~-xr!!l~ 

findings concerning the plan." 

Section 2. Section 50-1047, B.C.~. 1947, is aaended to 

read as fclloMs: 

"50-1047. 

bond. PI lt 

Planting report -- inspection and release of 

least si~ty (60) days prior to the date of 

each perait expiration, the operator shall file a planting 

report with the depart•ent on a for• to be prescrited and 

furnished by the departaent, qivinq the follovinq 

infor•ation: 

(a) identification of tbe operation; 

(b) the type of planting or seeding, including 

•ixtares and a•onnts; 

(c) the date of planting or seeding; 

(d) the area of land planted; 

(e) any other relevant infor•ation the depart!ent 

requires. 

(2) All planting reports shall be certified ty the 

operator. 
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(3) Inspection and evaluation for peraanent diverse 

2 vegetative cover ~ croP production OJ irrigat~d pastu1e 

3 shall be aade as soon as it is possible to deteraine if a 

II satisfactory stand has b~en established. If the departaent 

5 deteraines that a satisfactory permanent diverse vegetative 

6 cover or crop production or irri~£d pastg1e has been 

7 established. it shall release the reaaioing bond held on tbe 

8 area reclaiaed after public notice and an opportunity for a 

9 hearing; but in no event shall such reaaining bond be 

10 released prior to a period of five (5) years froa the 

11 initial planting provided for in section 12 [50-10115] of 

12 this act. 

13 J!) !be departaent shall adoet ru}es to -Rl£11~ 

1q gyideli&§S and criteria tor deteraining if the Jeolaaatioa 

15 ~~vegetation plan is FI29Iessing satitfpct2Jill£ 

16 jjl_ !he departaeat aay aodity an pppro~l•D if i! 

17 deteraines a aodificatiog is needed to accoaplish th~fl§ 

18 of 50-103~~" 

-End-
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STATE OF MONTANA 
REQUEST NO. 302-77 

FISCAL NOTE 

Form BD-15.....,! 

In compliance with a written request re.;aived cf Februar'l 4 ___ , 19 _.I]__ , there is hereby submitted a Fiscal Note 

for House Bill 577 pursuant to Chapter 53, Laws of Montana, 1965- Thirty-Ninth Legislative Assembly. 

Background information used in developing this Fiscal Note is available from the Office of Budget and Program Planning, to members 

of the Legislature upon request. 

DESCRIPTION OF PROPOSED LEGISLATION: 

House Bill 577 provides for a reclamation and revegetation plan which permits placing the reclaimed land into crop 
condition or irrigated pasture. 

ASSUMPTION: 

One agriculture production specialist is needed to perform the new responsibilities of placing the reclaimed land into 
crop production or irrigated pasture. 

FISCAL IMPACT: 

Personal services 
Travel and other costs 

Additional cost of proposed legislation 

FY 78 

$14,237 
5,000 

$19,237 

FY 79 

$15,091 
5,000 

$20,091 

~ . . J 1. . 

II > d_ v/·y -~ I ·; _h_ 
~J.(!I1;~li_A~/Ls&-r~/ 
BUDGET DIRECTOR 

Office of Budget and Progr<:m Planning 

Date: ) - -:/( 7 7 ....., 
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Committee on Natural Resourc.es 

~ 
Objection Raised to 
Adverse Committee Report 

~ H AIU 10. ~22 ~. / yJ 
IliRODUCID BY~ jl]l#u ~~ 
~J~,~~~~-
A Bll.L FOR AN ACT EIITITL!D: "Ali ACT TO IIIEIID THE I!'IO!iTlBl 'jn•J_--_ 

STRIP AND UNDEBGROURD BilE RECLII!'IITIOII ACT BY PROilDIBG FOR 

A RECLli!'IATIOI AJD REiEGETATIOI FI.ll MBICB PBRI!'IITS PLACIRG 

THB RECLAIII!D LAND IIITO CROP PRODOC!IO& OR IRRIGIT!D 

PASTURE; II!'IEIDIMG SECTIONS 50-1045 AID 50-10117. B.C.!. 

1947." 

BB IT ERACTBD BY THE LEGISLATOR! OP THB STlTB OP I!'IOITlll: 

Section 1. section 50-1045. B.C.I!. 19•7• is aaended to 

read as follows: 

"50-1045. Planting of vegetation following grading of 

disturbed area. {1) After tbe operation bas been backfilled. 

graded. topsoiled. and approved by the departaent, the 

operator shall prepare the soil and plant sach legnaes. 

grasses. shrubs, and trees upon the area of land affected as 

are necessary to provide! 

jgl a suitable permanent diverse vegetative coyer 

capable of: 

~Jil feeding and withstanding gra%ing Fressure fro• 

a quantity and aixtu~e of wildlife and livestock at least 

coeparable to that which the land could have sustained prior 

to the operation; 
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~Ji!l regenerating under the natural conditions 

prevailing at the site, including occasional drought, heavy 

snowfalls, and strong winds; and 

~Jiiil preventing soil erosion to the extent achieved 

prior to the operationT~ 

lbl crop productiop or irrigated pastqre. 

Jll The seed or plant sirtures. quaatities, aetbod of 

planting. type and aaount of liee or fertilizer, aulchinq, 

irrigation, fencing, and any otaer aeasares aecessary to 

proYide a suitable persanent diverse veqetati•e coyer 21 

crop production or irrigated pastgre shall be defined by 

rules of the board. 

~Jll Ill underground shafts. tunnels, or otlter 

excavations are excluded froa the proYi&ions of subsection 

{1) of this section. 

jill Cal An operator uy pro~! rnegetatioa plan tS! 

place the reclaiaed land in crop production or irrigated 

pasture. The departaeat aay approve sacb a plaa. after 

consultation with the present and any tno!R___~~ 

landowners, if the reclaaation plan !s consistent Mith t!§ 

purposes of 50-1035. Before app~val is given, t~__QR~ 

sball__!!firwatiYely desonstrate to the departsept that the 

land is suitable for crop production or irrigated pasture 

with respect to: 

til topsoil quality and gaantityl 

-2- 1111~~1' 
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l!il probability of ad?erse effects _2!__gtou~water 

ggality and ad•erse effects due to surface seeptg! 2! 

groundwater; 

tiiil precipitation OI ayailability of irrigation wa!~ 

of adegvate quality, ~tJ, apd peraanence; 

li•l use of sipilar lands in the area base2 on soil 

ttpe. precipitatiop, topography, and apr other factsis whi'~ 

~ct the growth of CI2P§ PI pastpre; ~ 

(Jl other criteria dete;aiged to be necespati t9 

cotliderttion of the re•egetatioa plea, 

0) the operator shall subtit--E!tps for rtgrt0iag 1 

toptoilipg, reclaaatiqp, rewegetttiop, fld IIAtgaaeat r-i~• 

!ill produce optiaal ecopoaic, !icrocljwatic, and agtppptic 

co!ditjops foi crop and ir{igtt!4 pastvre pto49§tiop Pith 

aiaital adverse effects op soil erosion, wate;, pollttiop~ 

apd othei epiironaeatt1 ftctprs. 

Ccl If the depa{tpeat deteraines that B--£!!Sqttatiop 

plan for £rop production or irrigated pastu(e is aot 

aPProPriate for the 

reyeqetatjon shall be cairied cut u!der tbe sttpdords of 

sub§ection (11 lal of this sectiop, 

ldl If the land bps beea used for CfOP pfoductjon 2f 

irrigated pasture for 5 years or aore prior tc ainilg 

pperations, it is presueed ttat tje lapd is suitab~gr 

crop fiOduc!jgn or irrigated pasture and the operator need 

-3-
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only subait the ~!A!~-I£9Uired by subsectiop !Ill lbl of 

this §e~ion, The use of the land in t~§!__j5I__£££E 

p{oduction or irrigated pasture does pot require approial 

for such gse !n the future if the deeartaeat fiads CI2f 

production or irrigated pasture wquld not be appr2P(iate. 

~~~ reclaaation and revegetttiop flap i! 

appro~ed or disapproied, the deptrt.ent shall iP!Ue •ritt~ 

findings concerning tht pla~• 

Section 2. Section 50-10117, B.C.!. 19117, is aaended to 

read as follows~ 

•50-10117, Plantiaq report -- inspection and release of 

boad. (1) lt least sizty (60) days prior to the date of 

eacb perait eipiratioa, the operator shall file a plantiag 

report with t~e departaent on a fora to be prescribed and 

furnished by the departaent, giwiag the following 

inforaatioa~ 

(a) ideatification of the operation; 

(b) the t~pe of planting or seeding, including 

aiztures and aaonnts; 

(c) the date of planting or seeding; 

(d) the area of land planted; 

(e) any other rele~ant inforaation the departaent 

requires, 

(2) All plantinq reports shall be certified ty tbe 

operator. 

-~ 
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(3) Inspection and evaluation for peraanent diverse 

2 vegetative cover or crop productiop_OI irrigat~d posture 

3 shall be aade as soon as it is possible to deteraine if a 

q satisfactory stand has been established. If the departaeut 

5 deteraines that a satisfactory permanent diverse vegetative 

6 cover or c~op productiou or irrigated pasto(e bas beea 

7 established. it shall release tbe reaaining bond held on the 

8 area reclaiaed after public notice and an opportunity for a 

9 hearing; but in no event shall such reaaiaing bond be 

10 released prior to a period of five (5) years froa the 

11 initial planting provided for in section 12 [50-1045] of 

12 this act. 

13 l!l_ ~he departaent shall adopt rults t2 _RI2!l~ 

1- guidelines and criteria tor deterainipu if tbe reclaaatiol 

15 and revegetation plan is proq~ssing satilftctotilJ. 

16 !5) The departaept aay aodifi an approyed plap if it 

17 deter•ines a aodificatioD is needed to accoaplish the goal! 

18 of 50-1035," 

-End-
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BOUSE BilL BO. 517 

IJTRODUCED BY COJROI, DAY, SEIFERT, IIABlS, 

IIOOP.E, ORDEBDAl, KROPF, IIEIIHAB, STAIGBILLBB, ILLISCH, 

FABR!GA, LIEB, iiBICK, YIIGIR, AIGESOI, SIYBBTSEI, llcLARi 

A BILL FOR II ACT EBTITLBD: •11 ACT TO AIIEID THE BOITAJA 

STRIP AND UIDERGROUBD BilE RECLABITIOR ACT BI PROfiDIMG FOR 

A RBCLABITIOI AID RBYEGETITIOI PLAI IBJ:CB PBIUII'l'S PLACIIG 

!BE RECLAIIIED LAID II TO IRRIGATED 

PASTORE; lB!IDIIG SECTIOIS 50-1045 AID 50-1047, R.C.II. 

1947." 

BE IT ENACTED BI THE LEGISLATURE OP THE STATE OP 1101!111: 

section 1. Section 50-10115, R.C.II. 1907, is aaeuded to 

read as follows: 

"50-1045. Planting of weqetation follovinq grading of 

disturbed. area. (1) After the operation has been backfilled, 

graded, topsoiled, and approved by the departaent, the 

operator shall prepare the soil and plant such legoaes, 

grasses, shrubs, aod trees upon the area of laud affected as 

are necessary to provide~ 

~ a suitable peraanent diverse vegetative cower 

capable of: 

~lil feeding and withstanding grazing pressure froa 

a quantity aud aisture of wildlife and livestock at least 
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co•pa rable to that which the land could have sustained prior 

to the operation; 

~Jiil regenerating nuder the natural conditions 

prewailing at the site, including occasional drought, heavy 

snowfalls, and strong winds; and 

~etlii!l preweutiog soil erosion to the estent achieved 

prior to the operation.i_2[ 

Jh.l 

JA 

~praitetiaa 'I irrigated P•stiEta 

The seed or plant aistures, quantities, aethod of 

plantinq, type and aaoant of liae or fertilizer, anlching, 

irrigation, fencing, and any other aeasures necessary to 

pEe•ile a e1ita~le peEaaaeat li•eEee •e,etati•e ee•eE ~ 

Eales ef the ••aE4o ESIIBLISH OJ TBB BIGRID!D IIIIS. liP Ill 

OTHER tiiDS IFFECTJD, I DlVBRSJ. JlPICTIJE, IID__fl!~ 

JBGETITIJE COYER BltiJI TO tH! AiEl QF Lllp tO BE lFFICJIP 

l!D CIPlELE OF S!Lf-BBGE!BBITIOJ lBD PLAIT SOCC!SSIOI Al 

LEIST EQUAL IB EXTEIT OF COYER TO tBI IAtVIJL JIG!JltiOI QF 

THE ARE! SHILL BE APPROJID BI THE DEPJB%11!11, IllRODVC!D 

SPECIES KAY BE U~ED II JHE BEJIGITIJIOJ PBQC!~_!JJJJ 

tFSIRIBLB liD M!CESSIBI TO ICHIEJE THE APERQ!JD PC~TniJIJQ 

IRF.IGlTED PISTUR! QSE PLll£ 

~ill 111 underground sha£ts, tunnels, or othe~r 

excavations are excluded fro• tbe provisions of subsection 

11) of this section. 

-2- BB 577 
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,., ftl:t• ........ ... , ....... ,., ••••••••• ~~ 

aaotaree ,,, •••• ,,.,,, •• , .,,,,,, -----==-==!iatx==S~ 

881!1._,,,,, with th! •r••lll=~-tl!==kar!l: '''''' 

latitwaeefe if the l!•l .. atitt Pies j@ IBIIiBtea~ with tkt 

!llfi!!B If §9 19i§e IBflll IP!I!!A1 iB litiiM tje !p!lll§Z 

ltli i• etjta-1e iB! erap praialtiaa If irri•I~P~ 

Iii hp88il nMUT ati na!lthfl 

IAtlitJ All t4!1fll lffe,;e Itt lt lllflll S!lfi!J:If 

IJ81A4!1UII 

liiil p11ejpitatiea 11 ••ai1a.ilitt ef jcritatli~ti 

If Ailllt\1 !IAljtye !!llti\Tp IIi Ptfi!IIAIII 

lirl ••• et sjtileE laaie it ••• area iAa!t= •• eeil 

tJP&r pJetipitatiea, tepetrtphy, aai 111 ethel !atttJI •hie! 

!ft!et thl !l•••• 1f !flpB '' ,,.,,,,, aai 

seaaiiereti!t at ~~~ 11!1!!\t\iet p1aa, 

c•t '~' '''''''E a~.~~ ··-·•• tl••• tee ''!!tik!S2 

tepeeiliB!c ree1aat\iaa re•ate\atitle aai 1111••••tt=~ 
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n ~n1o2 

... a\~ar •l!ilttaewttl fae\ttlr 

~==''' ,,,, ,, •• ,,,,,, '' ......... • •••• ,. ··~ 
•PP!BPEla\a ftr tie laai :i!= t•••••••• ret1•••ti!l= •I~ 

,,.,,,,,,,,, -~•11 •••••• ,.. ••• , ••• , ••• 8\Aiitft!;_l! 

aa~eet+iet 11t Itt !I !hit '''''''' 

jreita\ai pat\tre fer 5 ''''' er '''' :P£i§l: \t eiaj19 

!PI!Iiitaa it j! Pll!llli '''' \\a ltli il etitt-l• fpl 

@II! prelt!ii•• •1 irri!lt!l pt!\lf! 111 \I! 11111!11 •••• 

paly !fhlj\ the ief!IIA\i@l flf!i£14 hf l!.f!ttl!l 141 f-1 !i 

t~i! &1!\j!l• ''' If! If \-! ltli il \hi !If+ !J!:JI~! 

preivt\iea '' ilti!ttel ''''''' leae ''' ''''''' ap!t!!ti 

ler~ tee i! \~e ft\119 it ''' i!PIW\111\ fiti! !liP 

ll&ieetiaa e~i~ei ••••••• wee~i ftll ' ' IPPIIPEia\@e 

!41 If ~HI PROPOSED PLAI CALLS FOB USIIG IITBQDUCI! 

SPECIES FOB IBRIGA!EP PlS~UB!. tBB lPPLIClMT SHALL; 

(ll PILE WitH THE DBPlltBBit 1 COPt Of 1 PURCB!§!_§!~! 

AGBEEftEIT OR O~BEB DOCUJ!Jt IB!CB REOVIBIS FDTOIJ 1BliSP!B 

Of tiTL~TO A SDBPlCE OWIBB BBC I!t!JDS TO COITIJY!__ID~ 

IRRIGlTIOI Of THE PROPERTY• THE p!PlBTBJ!T SDlll l~!l!l AID 

CONSOLI WITH THE POTUBB Q!IEB COIC!BIIIG tBE F!~!~D 

-4- HB 577 
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RE£Ll!!TIOB PLI!i 

IBJ SUB!IT PLIHS POl IEGRltliG, TOPS£1LII§~ 

RECLl!ITIOI, REVEGETA1IOJ, AHD !IBAGB!IIt IHICH IIL!-IJQQY£l 

QfTI!IL ECOJO!tC, !ICBOCLI!ITIC, AID IGIQJOIIC CORplTIOIS 

FOB !RRIGITl!D PASTO!B PRODUCttOH liiTB IIIUII&L !llll§J 

]lfECTS__Q!_ SOIL EROSIQH, liTER, -f2iLDTI2I£__!1D £THEI 

EHVIROHaEJflL flCTORSL 

!C) I!' TH! DEPlJTIIIU DIJDI!IBBS tBU TBI IJCI.AI!.lTIOI 

PLAI PO! I!JIGlT!D PlSfD!! BAS JOT SO£CIIDID. BJCtliB liD 

RE!BGETIT~ UIDER I~ PRO!lSJOB OP ~QBSECTIOB lll (AJ Of THIS 

SECTIOH, 

section 2, Section 50-1047. R,C,!, 1947, is a•ended to 

read as follows: 

•S0-1047, Planting report-- inspection and release of 

bond, (1) At least si~ty (60) days prior -o tbe date of 

each per•it e~piration, the operator shall file a planting 

report vi.th tbe departaent on a for• to be prescribed and 

tarnished by the depart•ent, qiYing the following 

infor•ation: 

(a) identification of the operatioD; 

(b) the type of planting or seedingr including 

ai~tures and aaounts; 

(c) the date of planting or seediag; 

(d) the area of land planted; 

(e) any other relevant infor•aticn the depart•ent 
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requires, 

(2) All planting reports shall be certified by the 

operator. 

(3) Inspection and e'Jaluation for per•auent diverse 

vegetative coYer Bf &Jap p(eias•iep or iL[ig!~ pasture 

shall be aade as soon as it is possible to deter•ine if a 

satisfactory stand has been established, If the depart•ent 

deteraines that a satisfactory peraaneat diverse Yegetative 

cover er !f!! ptai!••i•a or irrigated ptstn£§ bas been 

established. it shall release the re•aining bond held on the 

area reclaiaed after public notice and an opportunity for a 

hearing; bot in no e'Jent shall such reaaining bond be 

released prior to a period o£ five (5) years fro• the 

initial planting pro'fided for in sectioa 12 [50-1045] of 

this act. 

~!li!!l aea eri$eria tee fit!~ •~e £er~••i•t 

••! tevese•••ie~ is !f&!!aeeie! ea\ielee•tfjif1 

jj~e i!P•f*•e•• aay ••AiiT •• appfeTei !}t~=if it 

af §II 111.n. 

Jill TR! D!f!RT!!IT SB1L1 IDQP! lULlS TO PROVIDE 

GOJDILIIES liD CRJTEJil PQR D!TER!IIIHG lF f8! _RECLl!lTJOB 

~EfYEG!TlTIOB PLlH IS_fiOGBES~IIG Sl~SFACTORILYL 

.J2L!l!.L_]llii.ITMliT lUI !ODIF! lJ APfR9U!Lll!!LlLll 
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March 30, 1977 

STANDING COMMITTEE REPORT 
Senate Committee on Taxation 

That House Bill No. 577 be amended as follows: 

1. Amend title, line 8. 
Following: "PERMITS .. 
Insert: "THE USE OF INTRODUCED SPECIES AND 11 

2. Amend page 2, section 1, line 22. 
Following: line 21 
Strike: "IRRIGATED PASTURE 11 

Insert: "land" 

3. Amend page 5, section 1, lines 8 through 11. 
Following: line 7 
Strike: line 8 through line 11 in their entirety. 

4. Amend page 6, section 2, line 24. 
Following: "SATISFACTORILY." 
Insert: "If the department determines that the reclamation plan for 
irrigated pasture has not succeeded, the applicant shall be required to 
reclaim and revegetate under the provisions of [subsection (1) (a) of 
section 1]. 11 



April 5, 1977 

SENATE 
COMMITTEE OF THE WHOLE 

That House Bill No. 577 be amended as follows: 

1. Amend page 2, section 1, line 16. 
Following: "COVER" 
Strike: "NATIVE" 
Insert: "adaptable" 
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HOUSE BILL NO. 577 

INTRODUCED BY CONROY, DAYo SEIFERT, HARKS, 

MOORE, UND~RDALo KROPPo MENAHANo STAIGHILLERo ELLISON, 

FABREGAo LlfN, WYRICK, VINGERo AAGESONo SIVERTSEN, MclANE 

A Bill FOR AN ACT ENTITLED: •AN ACT TO AMEND THE MONTANA 

STRIP 'ND UNDERGROUND HINE RECLAMATION ACT BY PROVIDING FOR 

A RECLAMATION AND REVEGETATION PLAN WHICH PERMITS THE USE OF 

~JUCEO SPECIES ANP PLACING THE RECLAIMED LAND INTO ~p 

¥~T+BN--9R IRRIGATED PASTURE; AMENDING SECTIONS 50-10~5 

AND 50-10~7, R.c.M. 1947.• 

BE IT ENACTED BY THE LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF MONTANA: 

Section 1. Section 5o-1045, R.c.H. 1947, is amended to 

read as follows: 

•50-1045. Plantinq of vegetation following grading of 

disturbed area. Ill After the operat>on has been backfilled, 

graded• topsoiled, and approved by the department, the 

operator shall prepare the soil and plant such legu.es, 

grass~s. shrubs, and trees upon the area of land affected as 

are necessary to provide~ 

Lal a suitable permanent diverse vegetative cover 

capable of: 

tetLll feeding and withstanding grazing pressure from 

a quar.tity and mixture of wi ldl; fe and 1 ivestock at least 
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comparable to that which the land could have sustained prior 

to the operation; 

tbtllil regenerating under the natural conditions 

prevailing at the site, including occasional drought, heavy 

snowfalls, and strong winds; and 

tetlliil preventing soil erosion to the extent achieved 

prior to the operationY~ 

LQl crop-production-or jrrjgatgd pasture. 

lZ1 The seed or plant mixtures, quantities, .ethod of 

planting, type and aMOunt of li~ or fertilizer, Mulching, 

irrigation, fencing, and any other aeasures necessary to 

prov+de--e- s~i~eble per.anent di~erse vege~e~ioe eever ~ 

she+f--be defined br 

r~es-ef-the-bee~ ESTABLISH PN THE REGRAPEQ AREAS, ANP ALL 

OTHER LANQS AEFECT~D, A PIVERSEo EFFECTIVE• AND PERMANENT 

VEGETATIVE COVE& ~ ADAPTABLE TO THE A&EA Of LANP TO BE 

AfffCIEP ANQ CAPABLE PF SELF-REGENERATION ANP PLANT 

SUtCESSipN AT LEAST EQUAL IN EXIENI Of COVER TO THE NATURAL 

VEGETAilDN__DE THE A&EA SHALL BE APPROVED BX THE PEPARIMENJ. 

INTROQUCED SPEtiES HAY BE USED IN THE REVEGETATION PB~ 

WHERE DESIRABLE ANQ NECESSARY TO AtHlfVE THE APPROVED 

POSTHINING ±Hftiq6ff6-f62ftiftf LAND USE PLAN. 

trt~ All underqround shafts, tunnels, or other 

excavations are excluded from the provisions of subsection 

Ill of t~is section. 
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t~t--tet-~n-operotor-mox=~rapo2e=o=reYeoetet+on-pton-tn 

ptoee=tbe-reetotmeo-tand=tnc=ervc==or&duction =or--trrioot•d 

pa2turex--fhe--deoortment--mey-=oppreye 2ueh a-ptany-after 

con3u+totton=-w+th--the--ort2ent--ana---onx--=Known -future 

tonttowner3x--+t--tht!! res:t....,t;ton=glon=f2=ettMMten1:=rith=-the 

pgrpo,e2-of=?~t&32y-8eforeJQRproyot ±3=a±Yenx-the=-opcrator 

3MH--111'ftrll1l1:tutx--tt...,onrtrote=tst=t+tc-stepa rtM!I1:=ttutt the 

tond=n-2aitAhte=fpr-crog=prQdaetton--or--trrigoted -Qft2tare 

w+tb=re2oeet-to• 

tttt-probobttity-=of-=oOrerze=-effect2 on=-erevndwater 

oo•+tty-antt--&dYer2e-=effect:==due=-to=~urfoce==2tftQece==of 

grmandwoter• 

tt+tt-pnctp±tot+on=or Ot'D ibbttft:y=of trrigotton=water 

tyoex-orectattat+onx-tQPQGroQbxx=ontt=ony-otber=tector3=whtcb 

o£fect the ..,..,tb=ef=CNU~2-or=oo•turet-=ttm! 

tyt--other-=crttcr+c==deterstned -to--he--necc230ry- to 

con3+derot+on=of=the=rexeaetotion p+on• 

tbt- fbe--operotor--,boll 3abatt- ptaa,-ter=re;rott+ngx 

toMoit+n'h rerlom1:rQft7- re regt:t;ntsmx=ond=JtottoSIC!IM!nt wttich 

•+tt--prgducc-opttmot=economjct •icroclimntjcr ond evronomtc 

eand+t+on,-tor=crAQ-ood-trr±§ottd oa2tare ~nact+on-=wttb 

stntmot--odyer,e--tffect3-on-,ot+=ero-tony-wotcrr=nottut+enx 
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end-oth~r-envtronmentot-feetorsY 

±et=-tf the=deportm~nt=detcrm+nt3-thot=-e=~~otfon 

~Un::-M!r--crM-=Qr~t±on =M trr±ln'tcd==t!ortare= +t-not 

~oortnte=-£or--the--tond=-tn--ftue2tfony--ree+nmotion=-ond 

reyegetotton=-,hett--~--~d--out=Uftder=th•~ondords=of 

- -
fdt-=if-the--tond=hn-=l:!e:n-smcd=for-croo=-prmtaction==or 

trrteete.t--ne2t~re--ter--?-=xeot2--er-=mer@==Pt~t:D=m1Din§ 

operottenn=±t +rareuft:d=thft=the= taest=-+3 -,ttft1tbte tor 

J:rmr=-;orottuct±on-=or-+rrt=tctt-mnure=ond-tbe=opcrator=m:U 

<Mti•~atttn+t-tht!-tnfs2r_· J'*+on=ft1'rired=by=2!1ttu:cttortf+tfltt=o£ 

for-3Qch=1fU-i:JL-t:fte--ftt1:tt'Ul-=*f =the= Mportunt-=ftnsh=-CNU~ 

prodm:tton-or=+rri§ttted-pntare=ymrt<tnot ttc=AOQ1'ftt!1"itttn 

tst==-Wben===c=r...,tomotton==t.nd-=rneutotron =..ton=--==b 

~~J:d or-<tt2eqprofts:lx t""'--m.oortment=:onoH=tuoe=-.rr~ 

£±Ddtng2-conccrn±n§=tne=ptonw 

141 IE 1Mf__£R~ED PLAN CALLS FOB USING INTROOUCED 

~~ FOR IRRIGATED PASTURE, THE APPLICANT SHALL; 

CAl FILE WITH THE DEPARTMENT A COPY Of A PURCHASE 6A£K 

AGREEMENT OR OTHER OOCUHENJ WHICH REQUIRES FUTURE TRANSFER 

DE__IIILE TO A SURFACE OWNER HHQ INIE~ps TO CONTINUE THE 

iBEIGAIION DE THE PROPERTY. THE DEPARTMENT SHALL NOTIEl__ANU 

~I WITH THE EUTURt OWNER CONCERNING THE p&OpOSEP 
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A~TION PLAN: 

1Bl SUBMIT PLANS FOR REGRADING, TOPSOILINGo 

RECLAMATION• gEVEGEIAIIONo AND MANAGEMENT WHICH Will PRODUCE 

QfiLMAL__fLONOMICt MICROCLlMAIICo AND AGRONOMIC CONOILlQHS 

FOB IRRIGATlD PASTURE PRODUCTION HIIH MINIMAL ADVERSE 

EFFECTS ON SOIL EROSIONo WAifRo POLLUTION, AND OJHER 

ENVIRONMENTAL FACTORS. 

t£t--ff-ti!£=9£Pa!;RfMHft-9H£ftfttHH-ftlti=fHt=llfft1tMIHN 

.e.tAJt= Ee&--fllftf61sJf9=-=H5JY!E-=Hti=ft8J=§tfe£EEB£9t B££t;Aflb\HB 

BEYEGEJME-11NBfH=fHE Pftf!Y I SI8N 8£ S!f&SEHtitH=tt+t*+=Bf==ftftS 

HEHBNw• 

Section 2. Section 50-1047, R.C.M. l947, is aeended to 

read as follows: 

•5o-t047. 

bond. ( 1) At 

Planting report -- inspection and release of 

least sixty (60) days prior to the date of 

each permit expiration, the operator shall file a planting 

report with the deoartment on a form to be prescribed and 

furnished by the department, giving the following 

information: 

(a) identification of the operation; 

(b) the type of planting or seedinq, including 

mixtures ~nd amounts; 

(c) the date of plantina or seeding; 

(d) the area of land olanted; 

(e) any other relev~nt information the depart~ent 

_.,_ HB 577 
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requires. 

(2) All planting reports shall be certifi~d by the 

operator. 

(3) Inspection and evaluation for permanent diverse 

vegetative cover or-=erop pradg:t+en or jrrigated pasture 

shall be made as soon as it is possible to determine if a 

satisfactory stand has been established. If the department 

determines that a satisfactory per~anent diverse vegetative 

cover or= crmp produetten or jrrjgated pasture has been 

established, it shall release the re•aining bond held on the 

area reclai~d after public notice and an opportunity for a 

hearing> but in no event shall such re•aining bond be 

released prior to a period 

initial planting provided 

this act. 

of 

for 

five (S) years fro• the 

in section 12 [50-101t5] of 

t!ot- fhe -del)ort...m;- 3hol J Ddo¢;=-rtd!::t~ prmrfsle 

oa+de+tnes--onst =crtterto=fer=determ+ntng=tf=tne=ree+eaotton 

ond=tftreottat+on-pton-+2 progre:~a+n~soti2fottor+tyy 

t~t--fhc~eportment=mey=mQdtfy-on-epprovest=ptan=-+t==it 

determ+ne:~--o-modffteot+an=t~ded-tocoeeampt*2hcthe=:oots 

af=59-XQ35w 

C41 THE PEPABTHENI SHAlL APOPT RULES TO PROVIQE 

~~NES AND CRITERIA FOR PEJERHINING If THE RECLAMATION 

ANP REVEGETATION PLAN IS PROGRESSING SATISFACTORilY. IE THE 

QEPARfMCNI___UETERHINES THAT THE RECLAMATION PLAN FOR 
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