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1 4B+ (ii) regenerating under the patural coeditions
INTRODBCRL BY 2 prevailing at the site, incleding occasional drought, hearvy
W et 3 snowfalls, and strong winds; and

A BILL FOR AN ACT ENTITLED: ™AN ACT TC AMEND THE EOiTiIAyrrg«u~u~ L 463 {iii) preveating soil erosion to the extert achieved

STEIP AND UNDERGROUND MINE RECLAMATION ACT BY PROVIDING FOR 5 prior to the operations;_or

A RECLAMATION AND REVEGETATION PLAN WHICH PBENITS FPLACING ] {b) _crop production or irrigated pastare,

THE RECLAINED LAND INTC CROP PRODDCIION OR IRRIGATED 7 412} The seed or plant wixtures, quantities, method of
8 PASTUBRE; AMERDING SECTIONS S0-1045 AND S50-1047, BR.C.HM. 8 planting, type and amount of lise or fertilizer, mulching,
9 1947, 9 irrigaticn, fencing, and any other measures necessary to
10 10 provide a suitable persmaneat diverse vegetative ccver or
11 BE IT EFACTRED BY THE LEGISLATURE GF THE STATE OF NONTAMA: " crop__production or _irrigated _pasture shall be defimned Ly
12 section 1. Section 50-1045, B.C.NM. 1987, is amended to 12 rules of the board.
13 read as follows: 13 4243} 1All underground shafts, tunnels, ot other
14 *50-1045. Planting of vegetation following grading of 14 excavations are excluded fros the provisiocns of subsection
15 disturbed area. {1) After the operation has been backfilled, 15 (1) of this section.
16 graded, topsoiled, and approved by the degartment, the 16 {#) [a) An operator may_bpropose_a revegetation plan to
17 operator shall prepare the soil apd plant such leguaes, 17 place the reclajimed land_in__crop _producticn _or_ _irrigated
18 grasses, shrubs, and trees upon the area c¢f land affected as 18 pasture. _The_ _departmsent way _approve _such a_plag, after
19 are fAecessary to provide; 19 consultation with the present and any kpown_ __ future
20 {a) a suitable permanent diverse vegetative cover 20 iandgwners, if the reclamation plan_is copsistent with the
21 capable of: 21 purposes_of 50-1035., Before approval_ is given, the _cperator
22 +a3 (i) feeding and withstanding grazing pressuxre from 22 shall affirmatively demonstrate to the departmept that the
23 a gquantity and mixtucre of wildlife and livestock at least 23 lapd_is suitable for crop production or_ irrigqated _pasture
24 comparable tc that which the land cculd have sustained prior 24 with respect to:
25 to the operation; 25 fi) _topsoil quality and gvantity;
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(ii) probability of adverse _effects on__grcupdvater

guality and_ _adverse effects due _to_ _surface _seepage _of

groundwater:
{iii} precipitation op availability of irrigation wate

of _adequate guality, guantity, apd_permanence;’

15

on_scj

g9

{i¥) use_ _of similar _lands _ip_ the_area base

291
type, precipijtation, topography, and any other factcrs which
affect_the growth cf crops_or_pasture; and

{¥) _other criteria_ _determined _to _be_  necessary _to
consideration of the revegetation_plan,

b} The _operator _shall submjt plans for regrading,
topsoiling, reclamation, revegetaticp, apd management _which
will produce optimal ecopomic, microclisatic, mnd agyopomic
copditions for crop and irrigated _pasture__production _with

pinimal _adverse _effects _on soil erosion, water, pollutich,

and other envircnmenstal factoErs.

fc) _If the department determines_that a__revegetation

plan__for crop production or _irrigated pasture is wmot

appropriate _for the_ land _Jip__guestion, _reclamatjop _apd
revegetatijon shall be carried__cut under the stapdards of

subgection (1} f{a} of this section.

{d}_ _If the land has been used for crop production of

irrigated pasture for 5 _years__or more_ _prior tc _mining

operations, it _is presumed that the lapd__is swuitable__for

crop _rroducticn__or_irrigated pasture_and the operator need
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only subsit the ipformation reguired by subsection (4} (b} cf

this_section. The use of the _land in_ _the_ _past_ _fcecr crcg

rroduction _or irrigated pasture_does_mnot _regquire_approval

for such use_in the future it _the department fipnds _crop

productieon_or_ irrigated pasture_would not be appropriate,

{5} _When a_ _reclamation apnd revegetation _plap _is

approved or disapproved, the departmsent shall issue _written

findings concerning the plan.”

Section 2. Section 50-1047, R.C.M, 1947, is amended to
read as fcllowus:

n50-1047, Planting report -- inspection and release of
bond. {1y At least sizty (60} days prior to the date of
each permit expiration, the operator shall file a glanting
report with +the department op a form to be prescriked and
furnished by the departaent, giving the following
information:

{(a) 1identificatiom of the operation;

{b) the type of planting or seeding, including
nixteres and amounts;

(c) the date of planting or seeding;

{d) the area of land planted;

{e) any other relevant information the department
reguires.

{2) a1l planting reports shall be certified Ly the

operator.

—He



10
11
12
13
13
15
16
17
18

LC 1349,01

{3) Inspection and evaluation for permaneant diverse
vegetative cover 9p__cxrop precduction or_irrigated pasture
shall be made as soon as it is possible tc determine if a
satisfactery stand has been established. If the department
determines that a satisfactory permanent diverse vwegetative

cover or__crop _producticn__or__irrigated__pastuge has been

established, it shall release¢ the remaiming bond held on the
area reclaimsed after public notice and am opportunity for a
hearing; but in no event shall such remaining bond be
released prior to a pericd of five (5) years <from the
initial planting provided for in section 12 [50-1045] of
this act.

{8) __The _departmepnt shall _adopt _guyles _teo provide
guidelines and__criteria for determinipg _if the reclasation
and revegetation plan is_progressing satigfactorily.

{5) _The department may modify an approved plap if it

deterasines a modification_is needed tc accomplish the goals

of 50-1035,"

—End-



STATE OF MONTANA
REQUEST NO. 30277
FISCAL NOTE

Form BD-15 . J

In compliance with a written request recaived o February 4 19 _77 | there is hereby submitted a Fiscal Note
for House Bill 577

pursuant to Chapter 53, Laws of Montana, 1965 - Thirty-Ninth Legistative Assembly.
Background information used in developing this Fiscal Note is available from the Office of Budget and Program Planning, to members
of the Legislature upon request.

DESCRIPTION OF PROPOSED LEGISLATION:

House Bill 577 provides for a reclamation and revegetation plan which permits placing the reclaimed land into crop
condition or irrigated pasture,

ASSUMPTION:

One agriculture production specialist is needed to perform the new responsibilities of placing the reclaimed land into
crop production or irrigated pasture.

FISCAL IMPACT:

FY 78 FY 79

Personal services $14,237 $15,091

Travel and other costs 5,000 5,000
Additional cost of proposed legislation  $19,237 $20,091

/ y
/;zﬁv /AL
BUDGET DIRECTOR

Office of Budget and Program Planning

Y=
Date: j‘ ’f7” 7// ‘J
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Committee on Natural Resources
=—==2ra’  fesources

Objection Raised to
Adverse Committee Report
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4byfii} regenerating under the ppatural conditions

2 prevailing at the site, including occasiocnal drought, hearvy
W ~ert WM V/‘*ﬂg“ M% 3 snovfalls, and strong winds; and
L~:Vzbg

A BILL POR AN ACT BNTITLED: ™AN ACT TO AMEND THE EGiTlulyTv YV L] +4a){iji) preventing scoil ercsion to the extent achieved

STRIP ANC ONDERGROUND MINE RECLAWATION ACT BY PROVIDING FOR 5 prior to the cperatione;_og

A RECLAMATION AND REVEGETATION PLAE WHICH PERMITS PLACING 6 b cro oduction or irrigated_ past

THE RECLAIMED LAND INTO CROP PRODUCIICH OR IXRRIGATED 7 {2) The seed or plant wmixtures, guantities, method of

PASTURE; AMENDING SECTIONS 50-1085 AND S0-1047, ER.C.N. 8 planting, type and amount of lime or fertilizer, mulchiag,

1947 " 9 irrigation, fencing, and amny other peasires necessary to
10 10 provide a suitable permanent diverse vegetative cover gf
1 BE IT ENACTED BY THE LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF BONTANA: 1 cpop__productio ic ated asture shall be defined by
12 Section 1. Section S0-1045, R.C.H. 1947, is amended to 12 rules of the board.
13 read as follows: 13 4#3+13)] A1l underground shafts, tuenels, or other
1 "50-.1045. Planting of vegetatios following gradisg of 14 excavations are excluded from the provisions of subsection
15 disturbed area. {[1) After the operation has been backfilled, 15 {1) of this section.
16 graded, topsoiled, and approved by the department, the 16 by fa) An operator may propose_a_pevegetatiop gpjan_tg
17 operator shall prepare the so0il and plant such leguaes, 17 place the reclaimed lapd _in_ cro oductjon or_ i ated
18 grasses, shrubs, and trees upon the area of land affected as 18 pasture. The Adepartment may appgove_ such a afte
19 are necessary to provide; 19 consnltation with the _present and __any __Xxpowp _future
20 {a) a suitable permanent diverse vegetative cover 20 lapdowpers, if the reclamatiop plan_is consistent with the
21 capable of: 2t purposes _of 50-103%. Before approval is given, the _coperator
22 4a¥(i) feeding and withstanding grazing pressure froa 22 shall affirmatively demonstrate to_the departmept_that the
23 a quantity and mixture of wildlife and 1livestock at least 23 lapd is suitable for crop production _or _irrigated_  pasture
24 comparable tec that which the land could have sustaiped prior 24 with respect to:
25 to the operation; 25 ii} _topsoil gquality and_gpantity;
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{ii) probability of adverse _effects _op _grougdwater

ggality and adverse effects dme to _surface _seepage _of

groundwater;

{iii) precipitation or ayailability of irriqation water

of adegyate guality, guaptity, apd_permanepce;
div) use of  similar lapnds__{n _the area based orn_scil

type, precipitationp, topograph and_a other factors which

affect the growth of crops of pasture; apd
{¥} _other criteria detersined to be necessary _to

cougideration_of the revegetatiop plen,
{b) _Ihe operator shall ggbpit plaps for gegrading,

topsoliling, peclasation, revegetation, amd mapagement _which
oduce tjimal ecopomic icroclimatic, and_agreoposic
i fo ard t ture__production wmith

pipimal adverse _effects op sojl erosion, water, pellytion,

d4_other e ronment fact

jcy If the department determines that _a _revegetatjop
lan__fo Io preduction _oxr_ _irrigated pastyge is wmot
oprjate for the _lgpd _in__guestiop,  _reclapatijop apd
Ievegetation shall be _carried _cut under the standar )
subsectjon {1} {a) of this sectjor,
[d) _If the lapnd bas been used for crop_ _production__or

irrigated pasture for S _years or more _pricr tc minmipg
operations, it is presumed_that the land _is__suitable for

crop _rroductice or jrrigated pasture and the operator peed
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orly submit the information regquired by subsection_ {4} (b} of
this section. The use of the land in the past_ _fer_ cIcg
production or irrjgated pasture does_act requjre approval
for such yse in the future if the department fipds crop

production or irrigated pasture w & not a ate

{5] Whep a__reclaemation and__revegetation _plan _is

approved or disapproved, the department §5§11-;§gne written

fipdings comcerping t B

Sectior 2. Section 50-1087, R.C.B. 1947, is amsended to
read as follows:

"50-1087. Planting report —— inspection and release of
bopd. (1) it least sixty (60) days prior to the date of
each permit expiratiom, the operator shall file e glantiag
report with the department on a fors. to be prescribed aad
furnished by the departaent, giving the following
inforsation: 7

{a) identification of the oparatiomn;

(b} the type of plaating or seeding, including
miztores and amounts;

{c} the date of planting or seeding;

{d¢) the area of land planted;

{e) any other relevant ijipformation the department
reqguires.

{2} A1l plapting reports shall be certified by the

operator.

-l
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{3) Inspection and evaluation for permanent diverse
vegetative cover o9r__crop_  productiop or ircigated pasture
shall be made as soon as it is possible to detersine if a
satisfactcry stand has been established. If the departaent
deterszines that a satisfactory permanent diverse vegetative

cover or__crop productiom or _irrigated psstygre has been

established, it shall release the remaining bond held on the
area reclaised after public notice and an opportunity for =a
hearing; but im noc event shall such remairing bond be
released prior to a period of five (5) vyvears from the
initial planting provided for in sectiom 12 [50-1045) of
this act,

18} __The_ _departaent shall adopt _ryles__to provide
guidelines and _criteria for determining if the reclapation
and reyegetation plan is progressing satigfactorily.

5 The_departsent_aa od an_a oyed a it

determines _a modification_is needed to accomplish_the_goals

of 50-103%5."

~End-
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HOUSE BILL HO. 577
INTRODUCED BY CONROY, DAY, SEIFERT, MAEKS,
MGORE, UNDERDAL, KROPE, MENAHAN, STAIGNILLER, ELLISCH,

PABREGA, LIEN, WYRICK, VINGER, ARGESCN, SIVERTSEN, MCLANE

A BILL FOR AN ACT ENTITLED: ™AN ACT T0O AMEND THE AO0HTANR
STRIP AND UNDERGRCUND NINE RECLAMATICE ACT BY PROVILCING FOR
A RECLAMATION AND REVEGETATION ?Lll RHICH PBEBIfS PLACING
THE RECLAINED LAND INTC £36P——PROBUGCRION-——6E IRRIGATED
PASTORE; AMPNDING SECTIONS 50-1045 A¥D 50-1087, &R.C.H.

1947,.»

BE IT ENACTED BY THE LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF HONTANA:

Section 1. Section 50-1085, R.C.M. 1987, is amended to
read as follows:

n50-1045, Planting of vegetation following grading of
disturbed area. (1) After the operation has beenm backfilled,
graded, topsoiled, and approved by the dJdepartsent, the
operator shall prepare the so0il and flamt such legumes,
grasses, shrubs, and trees upom the area of land affected as
are necessary to providej

{a) a suitable permanent diverse vegetative cover
capable of:

4a) (i) feeding ard withstanding grazing pressure from

a guantity and aixture of wildlife and livestock at least
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comparable to that which the lard could have sustained prior
to the operation;

4B} {ii} regenerating under the npatural conditicos
prevailing at the site, including occasional drought, heavy
snovfalls, and strong winds; and

4e){iji} preventing s0il erosioa to the extent achieved
prior to the operationej_or

4b) exep-preduetien-ox irrigated pasture,

12} The seed or plant aixtures, quaptities, method of
planting, type and amount of limse or fertilizer, aulching,
irrigaticn, fencing, and any other measures necessary to
provide—a—suitadie-persanent—diverce—vogetative—eerer 93

a ; N a rall be-defined—
sulec—ef-sho—beardy ESTABLISH ON THBE_REGEADED ARFAS, AND AL
o B_LAND PFECYED, A DIVERSE, EFPECTIVE, AND_ _PERNANENT
YEGETATIVE COYER _NAYTIVE TO TEY ARFA OF LAERD I0 DE AFFECTEL
AND CAPAPLE OF SELF-REGENERATION _AND _ELANT SUCCESSICH__AT
LEAST_ _EQUAL IN EXTENTY COVER TO A BGETATION CF
THE AREA SHALL BE _APPROYED _BY THE DEPABISE¥TY, INTBODUCED
SPECIES__MAY BE__USED _IN CESS_WHERE
EFSIRABLE AND KECFSSARY %0 ACRIEVYE THE APPROYED PCSTAINING
IBRIGATED PASTURE USE PLAK,

424y 211 anderground shafts, tunnels, or othex

REVEGETAIL

excavations are excluded from the provisions of subsection

{1} of this section,

-2- BB 577
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4 THE PROPD LA LS__FOR_USING INIRODDCEL
PECIES_FOB_IBRIGATED PASTURFE, THE APPLICANT SHALL:

4 WITH THE DEPARTMENT A COPY OF URCHASE_BACK

AGREEMENT OB _OTHER LOCDBENT WHICH REQUIBES PUTURE IRANSFER

OF TITLE TO_A SURFACE OWNER WHC _INTENDS_ TG _CONTINUE__THE

IRRIGATION _OF _THE PROPERTY, THE DEPARTINERT SHALL NCIIFY ARD
CONSELT__WITH THE PUTURE OWBEB CONCERNING THE _ERCECSED

-4 HB 577
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BECLAMATION PLANZ

{B)_ _SUBNIT PLA#S FOR REGRALING, TOPSCILING,
RECLAMATION, REYEGETATION, ANL MARAGENEAT WHICH WILL ERODUCE

OPTIEAL ECONOMIC, MICROCLIMATIC, AND AGEONGNIC CONDITIORS
FOR IRRIGATED _PASTOR PEQCDD ON__WITH MINIMAL ALVERSE

EFFECTS__C¥__SOIL _FROSIQN, WATER, POLLOTION, AND _CTHER
NYIRONNENTAL FACTORS,

(C} _IF _THE DEPARTHENT DEYERNINES IHAT TBE §§c1 BATION

AR _FO GATFL_PASTU HAS_¥OT __S D B I 2]

BEVEGETAT GEDER THE_PROV CE_OF BSECTION A} OF S
SECTICH,

Section 2. Section 50-1047, R.C.N. 1947, is amended to
read as follows:

"50-1047. Planting report — inspection and release of
bord. (1) At least sixty (60) days prior %o the date of
each persit expiration, the operator shall file a planting
report witk the departmeat on a form t¢ be prescribed and
furnished by the department, giving the following
information:

{a) identification of the operation;

{by the <type of planting or seeding, including
rixtures and amounts;

{c) the date of planting or seediag;

{(d) the area of land planted;

{e}) any other relevant inforsaticn the dJdepartment

~5- BB S77
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reguires.

{(2) All planting reports shall be certified by the
operator.

(3) Inspection amrd evaluation for permanent diverse
vegetative cover er-erop-—sreduediop or _irrigated _rpastuore
shall be wmade as soon as it is possible to deteraine if a
satisfactory stand has been established, If the departsent
determines that a satisfactory persaneat diverse wvegetative
cover ep-opep——predudsiesg ox _iprigated pasture bas been
established, it shall release the resmaining bond held om the
area reclaimed after public notice and an opportunity for a
hearing; bat in no event shall such remaining bond be
released prior to a period of five (5) years from the
initial planting provided for io sectiom 12 {50-1085] of

this act.

4} __THE___DEPARTMENT _SEAL PEX__BULES TO PROYIDE
GUIDELINES AND CRITERIA POR DETERBINING IF__THE__RECLAMATICH
AND_BY¥EGETATION PLAN IS_PROGRESSING SATISFACTORILY,

§5) _THE DEPARINENT _MAY MODIFY AN APPRCYED _PLAN IP IT

-6 g8 577
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1 DETERNINES A MODIFICATION IS _NEEDED TO_ACCONPLISHE IHF_ _GOALS
2 QOP_50-1035,"
~-End-

-1~ #B 577



March 30, 1977

STANDING COMMITTEE REPORT
Senate Committee on Taxation

That House Bill No. 577 be amended as follows:

1. Amend title, line 8.
Following: "PERMITS"
Insert: "THE USE OF INTRODUCED SPECIES AND"

2. Amend page 2, section 1, line 22.
Following: line 21

Strike: "IRRIGATED PASTURE"

Insert: "land"

3. Amend page 5, section 1, lines 8 through 1l.
Following: 1line 7
Strike: 1line 8 through line 11 in their entirety.

4. Amend page 6, section 2, line 24.
Following: “SATISFACTORILY."

Insert: "If the department determines that the reclamation plan for
1rr1g§ted pasture has not succeeded, the applicant shall be required to
reclaim and revegetate under the provisions of [subsection (1)

section 1]."

o’
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April 5, 1977

SENATE
COMMITTEE OF THE WHOLE

That House Bill No. 577 be amended as follows:

1. Amend page 2, section 1, line 1lé6.
Following: "COVER"

Strike: "NATIVE"

Insert: "adaptable"
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HOUSE BILL NOe 577
INTRODUCED BY CONROYs DAYe SEIFERTs MARKS,
MOOREs UNDERDALe KROPPs MENAHAN, STAIGMILLERsy ELLISON.

FABREGAy LIENy WYRICKs VINGERs AAGESONs SIVERTSEN, McLANE

A BILL FOR AN ACT ENTITLED: “AN ACT TD AMEND THE MONTANA
STRIP AND UNDERGROUND MINE RECLAMATION ACT BY PROVIDING FOR
A RECLAMATION AND REVEGETATION PLAN WHICH PERMITS IHE _USE QOF
INTROVUCED SPECIES AND PLACING THE RECLAIMED LAND INYD €ER8P
PROBUCFEON——OR TRRIGATED PASTURE; AMENDING SECTIDNS 50-1045

AND 50-104T7¢ ReCeMe 1947."

BE IT ENACTED BY THE LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF MONTANA:

Section le Section 50-1045s ReCeMe 1947y is amended to
read as follows:

"50-1045. Planting of vegetation following grading of
disturbed areas (1) After the operation has been backfilleds
gradeds topsociledy and approved by the departments the
operator shall prepare the soil and plant such Jlegumess
grass2se shrubss and trees upon the area of land affected as
are necessary to provide:

{8} a suitable permanent diverse vegetative cover
capable of:

t8¥{i) feeding and withstanding grazing pressure from

a quartity and mixture of wildlife and livestock at least
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compafab1e to that which the land could have sustained prior
to the operation;

tb+{ij} regenerating under the natural conditions
prevailing at the sites including occasional droughts heavy
snowfallse and strong winds; and

t+e¥{lii) preventing soil erosion to the extent achieved
prior to the operationsi or

ib) crop-produetion—or jrrigated pastures

42) The seed or plant mixturess quantitiess method of
plantings type and amount of lime or fertilizery mulching,
irrigations fencings and any other measures necessary to
provide——a-—suitable—permonent-——diverse—vegetative—cover gr
srop-production—or-irrigatad_—pasture sheli--be—defined—by
rotes-of-the-bosrds ESTABLISH ON THE REGRADED AREASs AND ALL
OTHER LANDS AFFECTEDs, A DIVERSE, EFFECTIVE. AND PERMANENT
YEGETATIVE COYER MAFEVE ADAPTABLE JO THE AREA OF LAND 10 BEC
AEFECTED  AND _ CAPABLE OF SELF-REGENERATION AND PLANT
SUCCESSION AT LEAST EQUAL IN EXTENY OF COVER YO THE NATURAL
YEGETATION OF THE AREA SHALL BE APPROVED BY YHE DEPARTMENTe
INTRODUCED SPECIES MAY BE USED IN THE REVEGETATION PROCESS
WHERE DESIRABLE ANO NECESSARY TO ACHIEVE THE APPROVED
POSTMINING IRRIGATES-PASTURE LAND USE PLAN

+23{3)} A1l underground shaftssy tunnelss or other
excavations are excluded from the provisions of subsection

{l1) of this sectione

—2— HB 5T7
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Section 2. Section 50-1047+ ReCeMe 1947y is amended to

read as follows:

"50-1047. Planting report —-- inspection and reiease of
bonde (1) At least sixty (60) days prior to the date of
each permit expirationy the operator shall file a planting
report with the deoartment on a form to be prescribed and
furnished by the departmenty giving the following
informations:

{a) identification of the operation;

ib) the type of planting or seedinge including
mixtures and amounts;

fc) the date of plantina or seeding;

{d) the area of land nlanted;

{e) any other relevant information the department

-5~ HB 577
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requires.

{(2) A1Y planting reports shall be certified by the
operatore

{3} Inspection and evaluation for permanent diverse
vegetative cover opr——creop--productien or irrigated pasture
shall be made as soon as it is possible to determine if a
satisfactory stand has been establisheds. If the department
determines that a satisfactory permanent diverse vegetative
cover pr-—erep-—preductien or irrigated gpasture has been
establishedy it shall release the remaining bond held on the
area reclaimed after public notice and an opportunity for a
hearingij but in no event shall such resaining bond be
released prior to a period of five (5) years from the
initial planting provided for in section 1Z [50-1045] of

this act.
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~-End-
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