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A BILL FOR AN •AN ACT TO PROYIDE FOR THE USE 

OF NAY[GABLE WATERS IN MONTANA FOR RECREATIONAL PURPOSES; 

AMENDING SEC liONS 26-JJJ AND 26-338, R.C .M. 194 7, AND 

REPEALING SECTION 2&-336, R.C.~. 1947.• 

BE IT ENACTED BY THE LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF ~ONTANA: 

Section 1. Sectioa 26-337, R.c.M. 1947, is amended to 

~ead as follows: 

•zt>-337. Navigable st.~a~ ~· Lll All ~ive~s~ &ftd 

streams. Jakes, and other bodjes of w~ which have been 

meander·ad and ~eturned as navigaole by the surveyors 

employed by the government of the United Statasy and all 

rivers..~,. 

a~e navigaole in fact are ~re~---~ee+a~d---"e•~9eb+e 

la ~gnsjdergd to be naviQaola ~-

19 ll.L_A__oo~t ion of a-bQ.II¥.-2Lw:ater i Lllil.llQ<lhlL.i.IL!<K.t 

20 iLi.t.-kaO be ysed to f1 oat a ~s._.-~;a.rulil.._ raft. Q.C_2.l;tul.J: 

21 Yll~~L2f.__:i.U!llU.Il.Uin~~_QL.J.2QQu• 

22 Section z. Section 2a-338, R.c.M. 1947, is amended to 

23 ~ead as follows: 

24 •z6-33B. Navigable a"d-pub+~e waters open to fishing 

25 and ~ecreati2D• Navigable r~•e~~.-s+o~gft~-or-~t.~edm~ ~~ 
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between the lines of ordina~y high wate~ thereoft of the 

state of Montana~ and all ~~Ye~~.--s+o~~~--e"d--st.ream~ 

navigable wa~ flowing tnrough !H locate::l__2.D any public 

lands of the statey~fte++-ft~er-he ~public waters for 

the purpose of Sft9+~"9 Li~ill~ and ~e~~· and any 

rights of title to such s~ree~T ~gaJl? waters or the 

land between the high water flowlines or within the meander 

1 i nes of ""•~eh+e--~~a .. ~y-~fta+i-ee na~e....l!U!l.ilr_s_S!Le 

subject to the right of any person owning ~-ftftg+er&~ 51 

~og license of this state who desires to Oft9+e-t.ftere+ft 

er-~~9-~~r-~ks-te-ge-~e~~he-~ame--+&r--~aeft--p~p~e 

~h__io_~ waters or tp~~ater for access tp the 

banks jn order to f.il~!L~ny ge~sOOJ.Q_Ifil: 

such waters for recreational purpo~.· 

Section 3. Repealer. Section 26-336• R.C.M. 1947, 

repealed. 

-End-

is 

-2-

#.dr2~ 



4?tn Legisl3ture HB 0573/02 

4 

? 

b 

b 

'-} 

loJ 

11 

L 

LJ 

14 

1~ 

16 

ll 

1., 

I 9 

Approved by Committee 
on Judiciary 

HDuSE BILL NO. 573 

INTRODUCED BY HUENNEKENSt VINCENT, 

HARRINGTON, MENAHAN, FRATES, MELOY 

A BILL ruK AN ACT ENTITLED: kAN ACT TO PROVIDE FOR THE USE 

Of NAVIGABLE WATERS IN MONTANA FOR RECREATIONAL PURPOSES; 

AMENO!~G SECTIONS 26-337 AND 26-338, R.C.M. 1947, AND 

kEPEAllNG SECTION 26-3J6t R.C.M. 1947." 

BE ll ENACTED BY THE LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF MONTANA: 

Section 1. Section 26-337~ R.C.M. 1947• is amended to 

read 35 follows: 

"26-337. Navigable ~t~eeft~ ~~~ ~TRfA~~. !Ll All 

r i vers:r A.NJ2 em! streams:r=±tt~=n=~~t:=ltnd±!:::t=of=II.C.t!:t: 

whoch r.ave been meanderPd and returned as navi~able by the 

surve~ors employed by the oovernment ot the United StatesT 

and alI rivers:r ~~Q e"d streams:r=±~ke~~~~~~~~=~f 

~~~ which a~e na~tqab1e in fact are ~~~~h~-d@~+er~d 

"~y~~~bl~ ~2D~iQ~~g_!Q_Q~_il£Yiua~~-~~r~· 

LJ i£l_-~_QQL~iQD_Qf_a_Q21~_Qf_~~~-DaYi~~l~_in _ _l~! 

"l it _ _iL_!;ill}_l.ls;:_--l!.:l!;W.-t2_flo.S!LiLQ2iU.,_~£illl!ll_£iLlt..!._!lLill.her: 

"~ YS!.!>:>£L~llil~!:_Of _tUl[lil2Qtiin9-QQQJll~->lLUQQQ.li.1 N 

"' SEction z. Section 26-3389 R.C.M. 1947• ts ~mend~d to 

L4 ~ead as follows: 

L:i 11 ,L')-3jd. Navtqable end--~nbf~e waters open to fishing 
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5!QQ_J:>C~~i20• Navioable ~TY~~~y-~+ottqh~-o~-~~~ee~~ ~~~!!~ 

2 R1Y~S-'--~~~tl~~ QR_il&EA~ between the lines of ordinary 

3 high ~ater thereof, of the state of Montanay and all ~TYer~y 

" ~+ettq~~--e"~--~t~e~~ 02~bl~~~ flowino throuoh ~~ 

., ±~o~~~D any public lands of the ~tateT-~he++-he~e~fte~-be 

& g£~ public waters for the purpose of ~~+Tn~ ~hlng __ ~g 

.re£~ati2U• and any rights of title to such ~tree~y 

d n2YiQ2DLe--~~~ or the land between the hioh water 

9 flowlines or within the meander lines of n~•~~eb+~~~r~e~~ 

10 ~"e++-ee navi~~!UI~L:i--'1U: subject to the right of any 

11 perso~ owning e"--~fto~e~~~ a fishing license of this state 

1~ who o~slres to an~+~~@~e?ft~-~+c"~-~"@fr-bd"~~-t~-~e-upofl 

13 ~fte-~ame-~or-~ti~h-~tt~oo~e ~12b_iD ~uch wa~~_Qf to us~--~ 

14 J!oli!l.!!J:. __ !QL _ _i!.t.!:.UL_!Q_tl!!L~Lin_o.~o.__f.i~ru!_to.__ll!~ 

l~ Lill hl _uf_ an LJ:!!i:~QO_i tL _u ~--~ctl-!!!i:!.!.e=-!Qr: _ _r ~ ~<lti2llill 

l'> Ql.!Lilll. ss :i • " 

l 1 Sect~on 3. Re!Je~19r. Section 26-336• R.C.M. 1947. is 

ld repE>al<>do 
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