
45th Legislature LC 0973/01 

2 
INTRODUCED BY NO. 57/ 

3 

4 A BILL FOR AN ACT ENTITLED: "Afi ACT TO RE\1 I SE THf 

5 ELIGIBILITY REQUIREMENTS FOR SCHDDL BUS TRANSPuRTAIION; 

b AMENDING SECTION 75-7001• R.C.H. 1947." 

7 

8 BE IT ENACTED BY THE LEGI5LATURE OF THE 5TATE OF MONTANA: 

9 Section 1. Section 75-7001• R.c.H. 1947• is amend~d to 

10 read as follows: 

ll •75-7001. Definitions. As used in this Title. unless 

1.2 the context clearly indicates otherwise: 

13 "Transportation• shall -mean: 

14 {1) a district's conveyance of a pupil by a school bus 

15 between his legal residence and the school designated by the 

16 trustees for his attendance; 

17 [ 2) a d ist..-ict•s conveyance of a pup i 1 by a school bus 

18 between his regular school of attendance and the 

19 vocational-technical secondary schools designated by the 

.20 trustees for his attendance if the secondary scho"l is 

21 located in some othe..- school districti ~r 

.22 [3} aindividual transportation" whereby a district is 

23 relieved of actually conveying a pupil. Such individual 

24 transportation may include paying the parent or guardian for 

25 conveying the pupil• reimoursin~ the parent or guardian for 
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the pupil's board and roomy or p~oviding supe~vised 

correspondence study or supervised home study. 

An "eligible transportae" shall mean a public school 

pupil who: 

(l) is not less than ~+v~-t5t years of 3ge nor has 

attained his twe~~y-~+~~-tZlstt birthday; 

[2) is a resident of the state of ~ontana; 

{3) regardless of district and county boundaries. 

Lal rzsides at least three (3) miles. over the 

shortest practical route• from the nearest operating public 

elementary school or public high school. whicnever the case 

may be; !!lftd QJ: 

fbl resi.d.ll__at_~~~. over .tlliL~tlortest 

uractjcal route. fr.2m__t~_n~ operating ~Li~ 

~~~~~kb~ and where 701 of the students ~~ 

~!liL..:i.choa 1 att..!mihl.l1 by the pyp i~l11Li!LU~ of 1 mili: 

from the scho21~~ 

(4) is deemed oy law to reside with hi5 parent or 

yuardian who maintains legal residence within the baund3ries 

of the aistrict furnishing the transportation regardless of 

wnere the eli gi bl e transportee actually i i ves when atte.od in') 

school.• 

-END-

-2- //LJ.!Jf'/ 
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__jj__ BILL NO. 21_ 
INTRODUCED BY (\\AJB\A / 

l -(: 

A BILl FOR AN ACT ENTITLED: "AN ACT TO REVISE THE 

EliGIBILITY REQUIREMENTS FOR SCHOOL BUS TRANSPuRTAriON; 

AMENDING SECTION 75-7DOlo R.C.M. 1947.• 

BE IT ENACTED BY THE LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF MONTANA: 

Section 1. Section 75-7D01. R.C.H. 1947o is amended to 

read as follows: 

•75-1001. Definitions. As used in this Titleo unless 

the context clearly indicates otherwise: 

•T ransportati on• sha11 ;-an: 

(1) a district's conveyance of a pupil by a school bus 

between his legal residence and the school designated by the 

trustees for his attendance; 

(2) a district's conveyance of a pupil by a school bus 

between his regular school of attendance and the 

vocational-technical secondary schools designated by the 

trustees for his attendance if the secondary school is 

located in some other school district; 3r 

(3) •individual transportation• whereby a district is 

relieved of actually conveying a pupil. Such individual 

24 transportation may include paying the parent or guardian for 

25 conveying the pupilo reicbursin~ the parent or guardian for 
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the pupil's board and room, or providing supervised 

correspondence study or supervised home study. 

An •eligible transportee" shall .can a public school 

pupil who: 

( 1) is not less than ++~-t5t years of 3ge nor has 

attained his ~~y-++~st-tZistt birthday; 

(2) is a resident of the state of Montana; 

(3) regardless of district and county boundaries, 

La1 resides at least three (3) mileso over the 

shortest practical routeo from the nearest operating public 

elementary school or public high schoolo whicnever the case 

11ay be; '"'"' gL 

lbl resides at__taa~ •ileo oyer tba_~bortest 

practjca] route• from the n~ pperatjng ~~ 

~~~~~ and where 70% pf the students attending 

~~chppl at~ b¥ the pypjl resj~o_gxcess pf I mLle 

£rpm the schoal~u 

(4) is deemed oy law to reside with his parent or 

guardian who maintains legal residence within the bound3ries 

of the district furnishin9 the transportation regardless of 

wnere the el i g i t>l e transportee actually 1 i ves when atte.~d in<; 

school." 

-END-

-2- 1//f~~/ 



STATE OF MONTANA 
REQUEST NO. 288-77 

FISCAL NOTE 

Form BD-15 ~ 

In compliance with a written request re.;aived January 28 19 _]]__ , there is hereby submitted a Fiscal Note 

for -·- House Bill 571 pursuant to Chapter 53, Laws of Montana, 1965- Thirty·N!nth Legislative Assembly. 

Background information used in developing this Fiscal Note is available from the Office of Budget and Program Planning, to members 

of the Legislature upon request. 

DESCRIPTION OF PROPOSED LEGISLATION: 

House Bill 571 liberalizes the eligibility requirements for school bus transportation. 

ASSUMPTIONS: 

1. There are presently 113,230 children who are not rece1vmg transportation to Montana public schools. 
2. Districts which include 1/2 of those presently ineligible would be eligible under the provisions of House Bill 571. 
3. Two-thirds of the children in the districts affected by House Bill 571 would be eligible for transportation. 
4. School buses are presently operating at 75% capacity. The busses could carry an average of 17% additional without 

added costs. 

5. Existing driver/transportee ratios, cost per pupil, and reimbursement schedules will remain in effect over the 1979 Biennium. 

FISCAL IMPACT: 

State transportation funds 
State equalization funds 

Additional cost to state of proposed legislation* 

FY 78 

$1,144,818 
794,957 

$1,939,775 

FY 79 

$1,144,818 
794,957 

$1,939,775 

•The above additional costs would have to be funded by the State General Fund. 

LOCAL IMPACT: 
County funds 
School district funds 

Ad:litional cost to counties and school districts 
due to proposed legislation 

$ 699,720 
1,607,604 

$2,307,324 

$ 699,720 
1,607,604 

$2,307,324 

6J_LlJY4~ 
BUDGET DIRECTOR / 

Office of Budget and Program Planning 

-('~ I/,Q7l Date: _L&:J. ______ /- -+-" I' ..,., 


