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A BILL FCE AN ACT ENTITLECL: AN ACT TC ATCPT A CODE CFE FAIR

CAMPAIGN PRACTICES AND TO PRCVILE AN OFPCRTUNITY FCR ALl MAA&J

;NDIDATES T0 ,SO8SCRIRE TC SUCH

»Sectice 1. Adcption of code cf fair campaign

practices. The following ccde of fair cawpaign practices isikdgui}j
adopted Ly Mcotana:

There are basic principles cof decency, honesty, and
fair play which every candidate for public office ip the
United States has a moral ctligatiom to ctserve and urhcla,
in order that, after wvigorcusly ccntested Lot fairlf
conducted cawpaigns, our citizens =®ay exercise their
constitutional right to a free and untrammeled checice arnd
the will of the people may be fully and clearly esxpresced on
the issues before the ccuntry. Therefore:

I shall conduct =y caspaigc in the best American
tradition, discussing the issues as I see thew®, F[resenting
my record and policies with sincerity apd frankpess, and
criticizing without fear er favor the reccrd and pclicies of
27y oppcrent and his party which merit such criticise.

I shall defend and uphold the right cf every gualified
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American voter to full and egqual rparticipatior in the
electoral prccess.

I shall condemn the wuse of perscnal vilification,
character defapaticn, whispering campaigns, libel, slander,
or scurrilcus attacks on any candidate cr bhis fperscnal or
family life.

I shall ccndemn +the use c¢f campaign mwaterial cf any
sort which misrepresents, distorts, or ctherwise falsifies
the facts regarding any canrdidate, as well as the use of
salicicas cr unfounded accusations against any candidate
which aim at creating or exrleiting doubts, withcut
justification, as to his loyalty and patrictisa.

I shall ccndemn any appeal to prejudice based c¢r race,
sex, creed, or naticmal origin.

T shall condesr any dishonest or unethical gractice
wvhich tends tc cerrupt or undermine our American systes of
frems elections or which bhampers cor prevents the full and
free expressicon of the will of the voters.

I shall impediately and garlicly repudiate =upport
deriving frcw any individual or <grcug shich rescrts, on
bekalf of my candidacy or inm ocpgcsitien to that ot wmy
cpronent, to the methods apd tactics which I ccndewn.

Section 2. Candidates tc¢ Lte given oOfppcrtunity tc
subscribte to campaign practices code —— publicity. (1) The

coemissioper shall prepare a torm wkich contains the ccde of
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fair cawpaign practices provided for in [section 1 of this
act] and a place for a candidate to sign the form apnd to
indicate that the candidate endcrses, subscribes toc, and
pledges to abide by the code.

{(2) Rach candidate required to file statements or
reports with the commissioner shall ke sent a copy cf this
forw, Signing the fors is vclontary, and a failure or
refusal to sign is mot a vioclation of the election laws. A
fors sball be sent for each election as soon as feasible.
The signed form shall be returned tc the cosmissioner.

{3) The commissiomer shall supply the secretary of
state, the county registrars, and the city and tcwn clerks
with forms. Any candidate not reguired to file with the
cosmissioner but wishing to subscribe tc the code say obtain
the foras from the commissioner, the secretary of state, a
coanty registrar, or a city or tows clerk and may sign the
fors and deliver it to the commissioner.

{8) The commissiomer shall publicize the code and its
contents and shall inform the public cf the names of all
capdidates who have signed the form and subscribe tc the
code.

-End-
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STATE OF MONTANA
REQUEST NO. __290-77
FISCAL NOTE

Form BD-I‘J

In compliance with a written request recaived January 28 , 1977 , there 'is hereby submitted a Fiscal Note
for House Bill 566

pursuant to Chapter 53, Laws of Montana, 1965 - Thirty-Ninth Legislative Assembly.
Background information used in developing this Fiscal Note is available from the Office of Budget and Program Planning, to members

of the Legislature upon request,

DESCRIPTION OF PROPOSED LEGISLATION:

An act to accept a code of fair campaign practices and to provide an opportunity for all candidates to subscribe to such
a code.

ASSUMPTIONS:

1. Processing of filed statements can be absorbed without additional FTEs if additional FTEs requested for '78-'79
biennium are granted.

2. "Publicize'’ (Sec. 2(4), page 3, line 18) means making names available to news media; i.e., no publication costs
associated with publicizing. ‘

3. File 1 form for all elections in a campaign rather than for each election (Sec. 2(2), page 3, line 9); i.e., one form
for primary and general combined.

FISCAL IMPACT:
FYy 78 FY 79 TOTAL

Additional operating costs due
to proposed legislation : 21 124 $445

E

BUDGET DIRECTOR ) s

Office ~" Budget and Program Planning
Date: R -a-27
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HOUSE BILL NDe 566
INTRODUCED BY VINCENTe MELOYe HUENNEKENSs JOHNSTON,.
AANSENe SEVERSONy BURNETT» TURNERs HOLMESe HALVORSON,
DUSSAJLTy METCALFy SHELDENy DASSINGERe WALDRONsy HARRINGTONs
PISTORIAy BENGTSCNy HARPERes Jo GUNDERSONy O*CONNELL+ NATHE,
COURTHEYy Ee GUNDERSONs KIMBLEs SCULLYs UHDEs PALMERs MULARSe
Le HIRSTHe KESSLERs QUILICI+ AAGESONs ERNSTy GERKEs COONEYs

ROTHy KENNERLYs WILLIAMSy We BAETHs ESTENSONe DRISCOLLs LIEN

A BILL FOR AM ACT ENTITLEO: “AN ACT TO ADOPT A CODE OF FAIR
CAMPAIGN PRACTICES AND TO PROVIDE AN OPPORTUNITY FOR ALL

CANDIDATES TO SUBSCRIBE TO SUCH A CODEW"

BE IT ENACTED BY THE LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF MONTANA:

Section l« Adoption of code of fair campaign
practice;. The following code of fair campaign practices is
adoptad by Montana:

There are basic principles of decencys honestys and
fair olay wnich every candidate for public offite in the
United States has a moral obligation to observe and uphold.
in order thatse after vigorously contested but fairly
conaucted campaignsy our citizens may exercise their
constitutional right to a free and untrammeled choice and

the will of the peopnle may pe fully and clearly expressed on
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the issues before the ccocuntrye. Therefore:

I shall conduct my campaign in the best American
traditions discussing the issues as I see themsy Dresenting
my racord and policies with sincerity and franknesss and
criticizing without fear or favor the record and policies of
my opponent and his party which merit such criticisms

I shall defend and uphold the right of every qualified
American wvoter to full and equal participation in the
electoral processe

I shall condemn the wuse of personal vilifications
cnaracter defamations whispering campaignss libels slander,
or scurrilous attacks on any candidate or his personal or
family lifes

I shall condemn the wuse of campaign material of any
sort which misrepresentss distortsy or otherwise falsifies
the facts regarding any candidatesy 2as well as the use of
malicious or unfounded accusations against any candidate
which aiwm at creating or exploiting doubtse without
Jjustifications as to his loyalty and patriotisme

I shall condemn any appeal to prejudice based on races
sexs ereed RELIGIDOMs or naticonal origine.

I shall condemn any dishonest or unethical practice
which tends to corrupt or undermine our American system of
free elections or which hampers or prevents the full and

free cxpression of the will of the voterse
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I shall immediately and publicly repudiate support
deriving from any individual or group which resortss on
behalf of my candidacy or in opposition to that of .my
apponznts to the methods and tactics which I condemne

Section 2. Candidates to be given opportunity to
subscribe to campaign practices code —— publicitye (1) The
commissioner shall prepare a form which contains the code of
fair campaign practices provided for in [section I of this
act] and a place for a candidate to sign the form and to
ingicate that the candidate endorsess subscribes tos and
pledges to abide by the code.

{2) Each-condidate——required——to——Ffite—-statementas——or
reporte-——with——the-commissioner—shett-be—-sent—a-copy-of—this
form ITHE PUBLIC OFFICIAL WITH WHOM A CANDIDATE FILES FOR
PUBLIL OFFICE Sisll TRANSMIT. A COPY OF THIS FORM JO EACH
CANDIDAIE REQUIRED TQ FILE STATEMENTS OR REPQRTS WITH THE
LOMMISSIDNERe Signing the form is voluntarys and a failure
or refusal to sign is not a violation of the election lawse
A  form—sheit-be-sent-for-ecach—election-es-soon-as—feasibtes
SIGNED FORM_SHALL RE EFFECTIVE FOR ALL ELECTIONS IN A
LAMPALGN IN WHICH A CANDIDATE PARTICJPATES. The signed form
shall be returned to tha commissioner AS SO0ON_AS FEASIBLE.

{3} The commissioner shall supply the secretary of
statey——the-—county-recistrarsy—ond-the-city-and—town-clerks

DR TH: CITY OR COUNTY . CLERK OR THE CLERK OF A _SCHOOL
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DISIRICT with formse Any candidate not required tn file with

the rcommissioner but wishing to subscribe to the code may

obtain the form from the commissionersy the secretary of

states a county reqgistrary or a city or town clerk and mav

sign thz form and deliver it to the commissionere

{4} The commnissioner shall publicize the cods and its

contents and shall intors the public of the names of all

candidates who have signed the form and subscribe
codee

—End-—
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