
' 

45th legislature LC 1050/D1 

1 

2 

4 

5 

b 

1 

8 

9 

10 

11 

12 

13 

14 

15 

lb 

11 

18 

19 

20 

Zl 

22 

23 

24 

25 

INTRODUCED BY M',.--;;:1- BILL NO. _5M 

A BILL FOR AN ACT ENTITLED: •AN ACT TO REQUIRE THAT PERSONS 

HOLDING OR SEEKING PUBLIC OFFlCEt WITH CERTAIN EXCEPTIONS, 

FILE A FINANCIAL DISCLOSURE STATEMENT WITH THE COMMISSIONER 

OF CAMPAIGN FINANCES AND PRACTICES.• 

BE IT ENACTED BY THE LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF MONTANA: 

Section 1. Definitions. As used in this act, unless 

the context indicates otherwise, the following definitions 

apply: 

(l) •candidate• ~eans any individual who seeks 

election to public office. An individual is considered to 

be seeking election when he: 

(a) receives contributions or makes expenditures or 

reserves space or facilities with the intent to promote his 

candidacy for office; or 

{b) announces publicly or files for office. 

C2) "Commissioner" means the commissione~ of cam?aign 

finances and practices provided for by 23-4785. 

(3) •Compensation• means payment in any form for real 

or personal property or services of any kind. Compensation 

does not mean per diem allowances or other payments made by 

a governmental entity to reimburse a public official or 
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eaployee for expenses incurred vbile engaged in officia1 

2 governaent business. ls used in [subsection (8) of section 

3 3], compensation does not include payment for vater or other 
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utility ser•ices. 

( 4) "Business •enture" means any corporation, 

association, partnership, joint veuture, sole 

proprietorship, or other entity organized to engage in a 

coamercial or business activity. 

(5) "Person" aeans any indi v id val, corporatioD, 

association, partnership, or state, county, or municipal 

governaent or political subdiYisioa thereof. 

(6) ABlected official• means a person elected at a 

general or special e1ection to a public office and any 

person appointed to fi11 a vacancy in a public office. 

(7) "Imaediate faaily" aea ns a person •s spouse, 

children, parents, brothers, and siste ts. 

(8) •Public office• aeans any office fil1ed, in the 

absence of a vacancy, by election, other than president and 

vice-president of the United states and 

coamit teeaan. 

( 9) "Statement" means the fina ncia 1 

statement required by [section 2 of this act]. 

Section 2. Financial disclosure statement. 

elected official and each candidate shall file a 

precinct 

disc1osure 

(1) Each 

statement 

with the coaaissione~. Tae commissioner shall prescribe 
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appropriate foras for the stateaent. 

{2) Each elected official shall file the stateaeut 

betweeu earch 1 aud !arch 31 of each year he holds office. 

(3) Each candidate or individual appointed to fill a 

vacancy shall file the stateaent within 30 days·of becoaing 

a candidate or being appointed to office. 

(4) The stateaent shall be notarized. 

(~ lo person aay be required to file aore than once 

daring aoy calendar year. 

Section 3. Cootents of stateaent. The stateaent shall 

contain for the reportiog individual and his iaaediate 

faaily for the 12-aonth period prior to the date of the 

stateaent the following inforaatioo: 

(1) occupation, with the naae and basiae.ss address of 

the eafloyer; 

(2) each bank or savings account or insuraoce policy 

in which is or was owned a direct financial interest 

ell ceedin q S5 ,00 0; 

(3) each other itea of intangible personal property in 

which is or was owned a direct financial interest eJ:ceeding 

$500, including the nature of the interest and its Yalue 

over the 12-aonth reporting period; 

(4) the naae and address of each creditor to vboa $500 

or aore is or was oved, other than a debt arising out of a 

retail install.aot transaction as aefined in 7~602, 
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including a history of the debt and the oature of any 

security given for the debt; 

(5) each public or private office, directorship. or 

position as trustee held during the period; 

(6) the oaaes of all persons for ¥hoa any legislatioa. 

rule, rate, or standard was prepared, other than io the 

cour-se of e•ploy•ent by a govern•ental a gene J • in return for 

current or deferred coapensation, includiog a description of 

the work and the aaouot of the coapensation; 

(7) the naae of each persoa froa whoa co•pensation 

uceeding $500 vas receiYed aod tile nature of the activity 

which gave rise to the coaFensatioa; 

(8) (a) the aaae and nature of any office or 

coa•ercial interest held in anr business venture or union; 

and 

(b) the naae and address of any person froa who• such 

a business venture bas received coapensation eJ:ceedinCJ 

S1,000, including the aaoant of the coapensation and the 

nature of the actiYity vhich gave rise to the co•per.sation; 

but 

(C) if a 

(8) (a) is a bank 

reguire•ents of 

business yeature listed under subsection 

or ccaaercial lending institution, the 

snbsection (8) (b) for that venture aay be 

satisfied by reporting the name, address, and occupation of 

each director and officer of the bank or institution and a 

-4-



'\ 

LC 1050/01 

bistory of each account of any governaental entity in vhicb 

2 office is held or sought; 

3 (9) a list, with descriptions to be prescribed by the 

4 coaaissioner, of all real property beld within the state 

5 daring all or part of the 12-aonth period vith an assessed 

6 valuation in excess of S2,500, and if any of this property 

7 has been .bought or sold during the period, a description of 

B the transaction; 

9 (10) a list, with description to be prescribed by the 

10 coaaissioner, of all real property held by any bosiness 

11 venture for all or part of the 12-aouth period in which 

12 Tenture a coaaercial interest is held; 

13 ( 11) such otber inforution as the coaaissioner 

14 considers necessary to provide full fiaaacial disclosure. 

15 section 4. Coaaissioner to adopt rules. 'rhe 

16 coaaissioner shall adopt rules to adainister this act, 

17 SEction 5. Severability. If a part of this act is 

18 in Tali d, all valid parts that are severable fro• the invalid 

19 part •reaain in effect. If a (lllrt of tb.is act is invalid in 

20 one or aore of its applications, the part reaains in effect 

21 in all valid applications that are severable froa the 

22 invalid applications. 

23 Section 6. Effective date. This act becoaes effective 

2~ "arch 1, 1978, 

-End-
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STATE OF MONTANA 
REQUEST NO. 285-77 

FISCAL NOTE ...J 
Form BD-15 

In compliance with a written request re.;aived J§!nuary 28 , 19 ll___ , there is hereby submitted a Fiscal Note 

for __ House Bill 563 pursuant to Chapter 53, Laws of Montana, 1965- Thirty-N!nth Legislative Assembly. 

Background information used in developing this Fiscal Note is available from the Office of Budget and Program Planning, to members 

of the Legislature upon request. 

DESCRIPTION OF PROPOSED LEGISLATION: 

Requires persons holding or seeking public office, with certain exceptions, to file a financial disclosure statement with the 

Commissioner of Campaign Finances and Practices. 

ASSUMPTIONS: 

1. Proposed act does not provide for investigation, audit, verification or enforcement. 
2. Commissioner will have only administrative activities. 
3. Fiscal impact is calculated on the assumption that Commissioner's office will have 7 FTE in next biennium. 
4. All candidates and office holders will file one (1) statement each year. 

FISCAL IMPACT: 

Personal services 
Operating expenses 

Total 

FY ..11L 
$3,998 

3,227 

$7,225 

FY 79 

$4,091 
2,973 

$7,064 

TOTAL 

$8,089 
6,200 

$14,289 

e~ f7' ~--~=;, ~ 
BUDGET DIRECTOR 

Office of Budget and Program Planning 

Date: ;t , ~ · 7? 
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Objection Raised to 
Adverse Committee Report 

_./d_ BILL NO.~ 
INTRODUCED BY V{,,,J. 

A BILL FOR AN ACT ENTITLED: •AN ACT TO REQUIRE THAT PERSONS 

HOLDING OR SEEKING PUBLIC OFFICE• WITH CERTAIN EXCEPTIONS• 

FILE A FINANCIAL DISCLOSURE STATEMENT WITH THE COMMISSIONER 

OF CAMPAIGN FINANCES ANO PRACTICES.• 

BE IT ENACTED BY THE LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE Of MONTANA: 

Section 1. Definitions. As used in this act• unless 

the context indicates otherwise. the following definitions 

apply: 

(1) •candidate• means any individual who seeks 

election to public office. An individual is considered to 

oe seeking election when he: 

{a) receives contributions or makes expenditures or 

reserves space or facilities with the intent to promote his 

candidacy for office; or 

{b) announces publicly or files for office. 

(2) •commissioner• means the commissioner of cam~aign 

finances and practices provided for by 23-4785. 

(3] •co~pensation• means pay•ent in any form for real 

or personal property or services of any kind. Compensation 

does not mean per diem allowances or other payments made by 

a governmental entity to reiMburse a public official or 
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eaployee for expenses incurred vhile engaged in official 

qo-rernaent b IISioess. Is used in [subsection (8) of section 

3], coapeusation does not include paJaeat for vater or other 

util.ity ser-rices. 

( 4) •Business veature" aeans any corporatioa, 

association, partnership, joint -reuture, sole 

proprietorskip, or other eatity organized to engage in a 

coaaercial or basiness activity. 

(SJ "Person• aeans any indi Y id ul, corporatio11, 

association, partnership. or state, countJ, or auuicipal 

go-rern•ent or politica1 subdi-risioa thereof. 

(6) •BJ.ected official.• aeans a persoa elected at a 

general or special election to a public office aad any 

person appoiated to fill a vacancJ in a public office. 

{7] "I•aediate fallily" aeans a 

children, parents, brothers, and sisters. 

person •s spouse, 

(8] •Public office• Beans anJ office fil.led, in the 

absence of a -racancy, by election, other than president and 

-rice-president of the Onited States and precinct 

coaaitteeaan. 

(9) "Stateaent" aeans tbe finaocial disclosure 

stateaent required bJ [section 2 of this act]. 

Sectioa 2. Financial discl.osure state•ent. {1) Each 

elected official and each candidate shall file a stateaent 

vith the co••issiouer. Tbe coa•issioner shall prescribe 

-2-
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appropriate foras for the stat.eaeot. 

( 2) Each elected of:ficial sba 11 file the st.ateaeat. 

between ~arch 1 and Barch 31 of each year be holds office. 

(3) Each candidate or individaal appointed to fill a 

vacancy shall file the stateaeot vit.hin 3() days of becoaing 

a candidate or being a ppoiated to office. 

(4) The st.ateaeot shall be oot.arized. 

( 5) Jo person uy be required to file aoxe than oace 

during aay calendar year. 

Section 3. Contents of stateaent. The stateaent shall 

coot.ain for t.he reporting individaal and his iaaediate 

faaily for the 12-aonth period prior to the date of the 

stateaent the following ia:foraa tioo: 

( 1) occupatioa, vith the aaae a ad baaiaeas address of 

the ••Floyer; 

(2) each baok or savings account or insurance policy 

in which is or vas owned a direct. financial interest 

eiceedillg S5 .ooo; 

C3) each other itea of intangible personal property in 

which is or eas owoed a direct finaacial interest eaceeding 

S500, includiag the aat.ure of the iaterest aad its valae 

over the 12-aooth reporting period; 

(41 the oaae aod address of each creditor to vhoe S500 

or aore is or vas oeed, other than a debt arising oat. of a 

ret aU installaent trao sacUon as defined in 71J-602, 
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incladiag a history of the debt and the nature of any 

security gi'feo for tbe debt; 

(~ each public or private office. directorship, or 

position as trustee held daring the period; 

(61 the naaes of all persons for •hoa any legislation. 

rule, rate, or staadard vas prepared. other than in the 

course of eaployaent by a governaental agency. in return for 

current or deferred coapensation, includiag a description of 

the •ork and the aaount of the coapeasation; 

(7) the aaae of each person froa whoa coapensation 

uceedillg $500 vas recei"t'ed and the Datlln o:f the actiwity 

which ga'fe rise to the coa~ensation; 

(8) (al tbe naae aod nature of aoy office or 

coaaercial interest. beld in any business 'feature or union; 

and 

(b) the naae and address of any person fro• vboa such 

a business •ent.ure has received coapensation eaceeding 

$1,000, iocluding the aaonnt of the coapensation and the 

nature of the acti'fity which gave rise to the coapeasation; 

bat 

(c) if a business 'feature listed under subsection 

(8) (al is a bank or coaaercial lending institution. the 

requireaents of subsection (8) (b) for that veature aay be 

satisfied by reportiag the naae, address, and occupatioo of 

each director and officer of the bank or institution and a 

-4-
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history of each account of any governaental entity in which 

2 office is held or sought; 

J (<J) a list, vith descriptions to be prescribed by the 

q co•aissioner. of all real property held vithin the state 

5 during all or part of the 12-•onth period with an assessed 

6 •alaation in excess of $2,500, and if any of tllis property 

1 bas been bought or sold during the period • a description of 

8 the t~ansaction; 

9 (10) a list. with ~escription to be prescribed by the 

10 coaaissioner • of all real property held by any busiaess 

11 yenture for all or part of the 12-aontb period in which 

12 

13 

venture a coaaercial interest is held; 

( 11) such other inforaa tion as the coaaissioner 

111 considers necessary to provide full fiaaDCial disclosure. 

15 Section ~. Coaaissioner to adopt rules. The 

16 coaaissioner shall adopt rules to adainister this act. 

11 Section 5. Seyerability. If a part of this act is 

18 invalid, all valid parts that are severable fro• the inYalid 

19 part reaa.in in effect. If a part of this act is innlid in 

20 cne or aore of its applications, the part reaains in effect 

21 in all yalid applications that are seYerable froa the 

22 inYalid applications. 

23 Sectiou 6. Effective date. This act becoaes effectiYe 

24 !laxcll 1, 1978. 

-End-
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