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__ fi__ BILL N~Ob . 
INTRooucEo tJY Oukc~~- ~ ..... t'ft.,..~ 

~"X k d •• )0c;~4L- > l/c_ ~ ~--
A BILL FOR AN ACT ENTITLED: "AN ACT TO AMEND THE STRIP~ 
MIN~D COAL CO~SERVATION ACT dY CHANGING THE OEFINlllvN OF~t2 
~AR~ETABLE CUAL; AMENDING SECTION 50-1403• R.C.~. l}47.w ~ 

~E IT ~NACTED BY THE LEGISLATURt Of THE STATE OF MONTANA: 

Section 1. Section ~0-1403, R.c.M. 1947, is a~end~d to 

read as follows: 

"50-1403. Definitions. Unless the context requires 

otherwise, in this act: 

(1) •~>oard• medns the state board of land 

commissioners. 

(2) "Department• .eans the depart•ent of state lands. 

(3) •strip mining• means all or any part of the 

Grocess fG1lowed in the production of coal by the open cut 

method including minin3 by the auger method or any si~ilar 

metnoj whicn penetrates a coa1 deposit and removas coal 

oirectly through a series of openings ~ade by a machine 

which enters the deposit from a surface excav3tton, or any 

othar minin~ method or process in which the strata or 

overburden is ~emoved or dispJaced in order to recover the 

coal. 

(4) "Jverourden• meons a11 of the 2arth and Jtner 
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materials which lie above a natural coal deposit and also 

2 means such earth and other material afte~ removal fro~ their 

3 natural stat~ in the pr~c?ss of strip minin9. 

4 (5) nstrippable coal• means that coal which can be 

5 removed through strip mining methods adaptable to the 

6 1 ocation that coal is '>eing strip mined or is planned to be 

7 strip mined. 

a lb) ·~arketable coal" means strippable coal that is 

9 eeo~m+ea++y ~hnQlQgically feasible to mine and is fit for 

10 sale in the usual course of trade. 

u [7) "Wasta" ~eans the nonremoval or nonutili~ation of 

12 strippable 3nd marketable coal by an operation, provided 

13 that the nonremoval or nonutilization of strippable ana 

14 marketable coal in accordance with recla.ation standards 

15 established by the department shall not be considered waste. 

Li> (8) "Person" means a person, partnership• corpo~ation. 

17 association or other legal entity. 

Lo ( 9) "Ope r-at i on• means any person :1-ngaged in -~trip 

1~ mining who removes more tnan ten thousand {10~000) CUbiC 

20 yards of coal or ov~rburdan. 

2i (10) "Gperator 11 m~!ans a person tnat conducts an 

22 0:;:=-2r-ati :m. 

23 (11) «strip minina plann means the planned course of 

24 conduct of a strip mining operation to include plans for the 

L:5 r2ffiOV0l and utilization of st~ippable and marketable coal 
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Approved by Committee 
on Natural Resources 

HOUSE BILL NO. 5bl 

l'ITROOUCEO BY !'IETCALh BRAOLEYt KELOYo HUENHEKENSo 

LJXo i~TENSON, SOUT~, HARPER, KESSLERt COQNEYt EL~ISo EUOAILY 

A BILL fOR AN ACT ENTITLED: "AN ACT TO AMEND THE STRIP 

MINEO COAL CONSERVATION ACT BY CHANGING THE OEFINlTIOH OF 

~ARJ(t:J/,tJLE COAL; AMENOI'IG SECTION 5D-1403t ~.C.,-4. 1947." 

oE IT ENACTED BY THE LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF MONTANA: 

Section 1. Section 50-1403o R.c.M. 1947, is amended to 

read 3S follows: 

"50-1403. Definitions. Unless the context requires 

other~i se, in this act: 

(l) "Board" means the state board of land 

c omm i s s i one r s. 

(~) "Depart~ent" neans the department of state l~nds. 

(3) "Strip minin'>" means all or any p~rt of the 

process followed in the production of coal by the open cut 

~etnoj including mining by the auger method or •ny similar 

m2tnoj which penetrates a coal deposit and removes coal 

dir~ctly through a series of openings nade by ~ ~achine 

wnich ~nters the de~osit from a surface excav~tion. or any 

other mining method or process in which th~ strata or 

overbJrden is removed or displaced in orcer to recover the 
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1 ('o} "~verburden• means all of the earth and other 

2 materials which lie above a natural coal deposit and also 

j means such earth and other material after r~moval from their 

't natural state in the ~r~cess of strip mining. 

~ (5) •Strippable coal" means that coal wnich can be 

b re~oveo through strip mining methods adaptable to the 

7 location that coal is beinq strip mined or is pl~nned to be 

8 strip mined. 

9 (b) •Marketable coal" means strippabl~ coal that is 

10 ~~o~•+~e~~y ~Laai~~ feasible to mine and is fit for 

11 sale in the usual course of trade~ND WQULD_NQI CAUSE AN 

12 Ul:W.itfJ;CO?IQ:1H. HARPSHl£. 

u Ill •waste• means the nonremoval or nonutilization of 

14 stripoaole and marketable coal by an ooeration, provided 

15 tnat tne nonremova1 or nonutilization of stri~pable and 

1b marl<.eta.,le coal in accordance with reclamation standards 

l7 established by the department shall not be consid~red waste. 

ld ( 8) "Pe~son• means a person, partnership, corporation. 

1-1 association or other le~al ~ntity. 

20 ('>') "Jperation" means any person engaqed in strip 

ll minin~ who removes more than ten thousand (10,000) cubic 

22 yaros of coal or ~ver~urden. 

23 ( 10) •operator• me3ns a oerson th3t conducts an 

2't O:Jeratian. 

l5 ( lll "Strip ~inin~ olan• a1eans the olann~~ =ourse of 

-2- Htl 5&1 
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1 condu~t of a strip mininq operation to include pl~ns for the 

2 removal and utilization of strippable an1 marKeta~le coal 

j located within the area planned to be mined.• 

-End-
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