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INTRODUCED SY ,,,,,.,.. 1 ~ .. .vr 
BY REQUEST 

A BILL FOR AN ACT 

SUBOIVIOED LAND "AY 

OF CO"MUNITY AFFAIRS 

ENTITLED: •AN ACT PROVIDING THAT 

NOT BE ASSESSED AS AGRICULTURAL LAND; 

PROVIDING FOR APPLICATION FOR CLASSIFICATION OF CERTAIN 

PARCELS OF LAND AS AGRICUlTURAL; A"ENDlNG SECTION 84-737.2, 

R.C.M. 1947; AND REPEAliNG SECTION 64-437.17, R.c.M. 1947.• 

BE IT ENACTED BY THE LEGISLATURE OF THE STAlE Of MONTANA: 

Section 1. Section B4-437.2, R.c.K. 1947, is amended 

to read as follows: 

~84-437.2. Eligibility of land for valuation as 

agricultural. ( l) Land which is actively devoted to 

agr i cul tu raJ use shall be eligible for valuation, 

assessment and taxation as herein provided each year it 

meets either of the following qualifications: 

(a) The area of such land is not less than five (5) 

contiguous acres ~hen measured in accordance with provisions 

of section 64-437.6, R.C.M. 1947, and it has been actively 

devoted to agriculture during the last growing season and it 

continues to be actively devoted to agricultural use which 

means; 

Pl it is used to produce field crops including, but 
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LC 1597/0l 

not limited to. grains, feed crops. fruits, vegetables; or 

(ii) it is used for grazing; or 

(iii) it is in a crop-land retire•ent program; or 

(b) It agriculturally produces for sale or home 

consumption the equivalent of fifteen percant (15%) or more 

of the owners• annual gross income regardless of the numoer 

of contiguous acres in the ownership. 

(Z) Land ~a+~-~-ftet--be-~~as~~+ed--er--v8~tted--as 

~eu'l-i>,.,....._i'f'-~ts- ·~tlbdi v ided--w+t-i't--~-.,__ .... ~~ 

" .. eh+b+~-~-ttSe--f'er-ft9ri"~~-po~ for llih ici:L.g 

subrijVj$jon -piat HaS been~filed with the county clerk. and 

recorder -UUL~ tO 11-3859 thr~ ll-38Ib aay nOt be 

'lassjfied or~d as agcicMJtyral. and this land _i~ 

_!;onsjdered t:o be applied to:a use other than ag(icu}tural. 

(3) The grazing on land by a horse or other ani•als 

kept as a hobby and not as a part of a bona fide 

agricultural enterprise shall not be considered a bona fid~ 

agricultural op2ration. 

141 lal Before a parcel of land 'containin;o <tO ·acres__w: 

~ess may be ·assess~d as agricultural laqd, the owner Myst. 

on or b!.tf.m:.L!k!&!.llir l of e~h veart ~~ y to _t..n~ county 

~ssessor f2L_agricultural assessment on a .form orescribed by 

the department of revenue. The assesspr shall classify th¢ 

oar eel ;js 'a<;jrocLilturat if it meets the cr ite·r ja establ jshed 

t~.x_this secti.II.IU. 

-2- II !3 __J5c!J 
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1 J..bl The county assessor shaJI ·cont:lnue to acc~UZt 

Z appl jcatjons filed within · 60 days after October 1 upon 

3 pay!l!ent of a J;r1<e fU i'rnJ fee jn tile alft!>ynt of $259 The 1 ate 

4 fil i'ng fee sball be pajd to t;he county trea:turer 9 

5 let ~heneyer land whjLb bas beeP 'aS$essgd as 

6 agrfcMltural tand ·is djyided int;o parcel:t• some or all__af 

7 whiCh are 40 acre& or Jes~· And thA Qwner gf a parCel ~hjcn 

8 js 40 acres or les:t doe§ oot: apply tot agrlc:U]tutal 

9 assQs$m¢pt as proyiderl-in thjs -sectiOO• the coUnty assessor 

10 §haJJ reas§E!§$ t;hit;-par(el WhicH is §0- actes 0( ·}eS§ ~ 

11 oonagtj cylt.ural land. 

12 !51 :A parcel of 40 acres ·or le:ts whjch ha:t·been 

13 clauffigd as nonag(icultUral 'due-to a fai-JUre of tOe owner 

14 to .apply fgr ·agricultutal asse$:tae01: ·pursuant tg :tUb:teCtipn 

15 141 js ngt SU~to t;he rollback tax uotjl the_ land is 

16 anuliad to a Use other tnan agricyltu(al.~ 

17 Section z. Repealer. Section 84-.437.17• R.C.H. 1947• 

18 is repealed. 

-End-
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: ~Ill NO. 

INTROOUCEO oY ~(',.,, r 1Jr 
BY REQUEST Of THE DEPARTMENT Of 

Approved by Committee 
on Natur;; 1_ Resources 

~. 

COMMUNITY AFFAIRS 

A BILL FOR AN ACT ENTITLED: "AN ACT PROVIDING THAT 

SUBDIVIDED LAND MAY NOT BE ASSESSED AS AGRICUlTURAL LAND; 

PROVIDING FOR APPLICATION FOR CLASSIFICATION OF CERTAIN 

PARCELS OF LAND AS AGRICULTURAL; AMENDING SECTION 84-737 • 2o 

RoCoMo 1947; AND REPEALING SECTION 84-437o1To RoCoHo 1947.• 

BE IT ENACTED BY THE LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF MONTANA: 

Section 1. Section 84-437o2o R.C.M. 1947, is amended 

to read as follows: 

"84-437.2. Eligibility of land for valuation as 

a<Jr i cultural. (l) Land which is actively devote1 to 

agricultural use shall be eligible for valuation, 

ass~ss~ent and taxation as herein provided each year it 

meets either of the following qualifications: 

(a) The area of such land is not less than five (5) 

c~nti~Iuous acres ~hen measured in acco~danca with p~ovisions 

of section 84-437.6, R.C.M. 1947, and it has been actively 

devoted to agriculture during the last growin~ season and it 

continues to be actively devoted to agricultural use ~hich 

means; 

(i) it is used to produce field crops including, but 
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not limited to, grains, feed crops, fruits, vegetables; or 

(ii) it is used for grazing; or 

(iii) it is in a crop-land retirement program> or 

(b) It agriculturally produces for sale or hom a 

consumption the equivalent of fifteen percant (lj%) or mora 

cf the owners' annual gross income regardless of the numuer 

of contiguous acres in the ownership. 

121 Land ~ha+J---fte~-fte--e~es~+4+ed--e~-w~~ued--as 

~en~~re+-~~-+~ts-sHbd+w+ded--w+~ft--~~6--re~+~ 

preh+h+~-~~e--+er-agriceitere+~ar~e5 for whicb_a 

subdiViSjPn:pla£ baS been filed witb_tbe_~~ clerk and 

~~aeL-~~ to ll-3659 thco~ ll-3Blb maY not~ 

classified oc~d-~gricUJtucals and ~ land js 

£onsjdered to be applied to a use other than agricultural. 

(3) The grazing on land by a horse or other animals 

kept as a hobby and not as a part of a bona fide 

agricultural enterprise shall not be considered a bona fide 

agricultural operation. 

(41 jal_Defgre a parcel gf land con~~~~-2C 

l~s may be assessed as agricultural Jandt the owner ooust. 

2!L2!..J2tlorf' Qj;~r l of eac!Lu£1:1- apply tg -.UltL~nt..v 

~ssessor for ~;cultural assess•eot o~ for• nrescrjbed_n~ 

~~~t.ent of revenue. The assesso~hall classify tbe 

parcel ~s·a~rjcYltura[_if_~ets the critgc!a established 

DY thjs sectj~ 

-2- /ILJ,j~?J 
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