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INTRODUCED 

__ _iL BILL N0•:!;_
5 k~~u.l& 

~ ~cutl.u+(. 1 &. # BY~ 

A BILL FOR AN ACT ENTITLED: MAN ACT REGARDING THE USE AND 

ADMINISTRATION Of CORPORAL PUNISHMENT I~ PUBLIC SCHOOLS; 

AMENDING SECTION 75-6109r RoCoMo 1947oM 

BE IT ENACTED BY THE LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF MONTANA: 

Section 1. Section 75-6109r R.C.Mo 1947r is aotended to 

r2ad as follo~s= 

•75-6109. Power of teacher over pupils and undue 

punisha:Jent. Any teacher 2L- principal shall have the 

authority to hold any pupil to a strict accountaoility for 

any disorderly conduct in schoolr on-tne-w~-to-o~~~· 

~~~oo+~ or during intermission or recess. Whenever a ~aeh~ 

~Li~ shall deem it necessary to inflict corporal 

punishment in order to maintain orderly conduct of a pupilr 

he shall administer such corporal punishment without undue 

anger eftd-on+y-+ft-tne-~e~enee-~-tne-p~+ne+pe+y-rr-tne~e=be 

e"e• Before any corporal punish•ent is administered. the 

21 parent or guardian shall be notified of the teeehe~~~ 

22 prjncjpal•s intention to so punish his child; except that in 

23 cases of open and flagrant defiance of the teacher~ 

24 ~~~or of the authority of the schoolr the teacher QL 

25 prjncjpal may administer corporal punishment without givinJ 
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such notice. 

2 Any teacher in a district not employing a district 

3 superintendent or a principal of the school where the 

4 teacher is assiJned shall have the authority to suspend a 

5 pupil tor good cause. Where a district superintenCent or 

b principal is employed only he shall have the authority to 

1 suspend a pupil for good cause. Rhenever a teacher susJends 

8 a pupilr he shall notify the trustees i~mediately of such 

9 action, and the trustees shall meet as soon as ~racticable 

10 to consider the suspension action of the teacher. 

11 It shall be the duty of any teacher to report the 

12 truancy or incorrigibility of any pupil to the district 

l3 superintendent, principal, or the trustees. whichever is 

14 applicable. 

15 Any teacher or prjnc~dl who shall ~altreat or abuse 

16 any pupil by administering any undue or severe punishment 

17 shall be deemed guilty of a misdemeanor ando upon conviction 

lG of such misdemeanor by a court of competent jurisdiction, 

19 shall be fined not more than ~~-ftuftdr~-do++~r~tS1007•" 

-End-

-2-
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Approved by Committee 
on Education 

HOUSE BILL NO. 485 

INTRODUCED BY J. GUNDERSON, BENGTSON, KVAALEN, UHDE 

A Bill FOR AN ACT ENTITLED: "AN ACT REGARDING THE USE AND 

ADMINISTRATION OF CORPORAL PUNIS~ENT IN PUBLIC SCHOOLS; 

AMENDING SECTION 75-6109, R.C.M. 1947•" 

BE IT ENACTED BY THE lEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF MONTANA: 

Section 1. Section 75-6109, R.C.M. 1947• is amended to 

read as follows: 

•75-6109. Po~er of teacher over pupils and undue 

punishment. Any teacher or priocjpal shall have the 

authority to hold any pupil to a strict accountability for 

any disorder 1 y conduct in school • Oft-tM-_.,..-to-~1'1)• 

~ehoe+y ~~~TO OR FROM SCHOOL. or during intermission 

or recess. Whenever a teee~ nLL~ shall deem it 

nec.essary to inflict corporal punishment in order to 

maintain orderly conduct of a pupil, he shall adBiinistef" 

such corporal punishment without undue anger end-cnty-+n-tne 

pre~enee--e+--the-pr~"e~pe+y-~f-there-be-efte AND ONLY_IN_ltif 

£~tK..f_Q£ A-l!l!!i~ll· aefore any corporal puni sh11ent is 

.administered" the parent or guardian shall be notified of 

23 the teeeher£5 ~~intention to so punisn his child; 

24 except that in cases of open and flagrant defiance of the 

25 teacher~~~ or of the authority of the school, the 

SECOND R E A D I N G 
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teacner 2L--~~l may administer corporal punish•ent 

2 without giving such notice. 

3 Any teacher in a district not employing a district 

4 superintendent or a principal of the school ~there the 

5 teacher is assigned shall have the authority to suspend a 

b pupil for good cause. Where a district superintendent or 

7 principal is e~ployed only he shall have the authority to 

8 suspend a pupil for good cause. Whenever a teacher suspends 

9 a pupil• he shall notify the trustees imaediately of such 

10 action, and the trustees shall .eet as soon as practicable 

li to consider the suspension action of the teacher. 

12 It shall be the du~y of any teacher to report the 

l3 truancy or incorrigibility of any pupil to the district 

14 superintendent, principal. or the trustees, whichever is 

15 applicable. 

16 Any teacher or prjo~ who shall ~altreat or abuse 

17 any pupil by administering any undue or severe punishment 

16 shall be deemed guilty of a misdemeanor andt upon conviction 

19 of sucp misdemeanor oy a court of co~petent Jurisdiction, 

20 shall be fined not more than one-hundred-do+tftr~-tSlOOt." 

-End-

-2- Ha 485 
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HOUSE BILL ~J. 485 

ltHRODUCED BY .h GUNOERSOH, BENGTSOHt KVAALEN, UHOE 

A BILL FOR A~ ACT ENTITLED: "AN ACT REGARDING THE USE AND 

ADMINISTRATION OF CORPORAL PUNISHMENT IN PUBLIC SCHOOLS; 

AMENDING SECTION 75-6109, R.C.H. 1947." 

BE IT ENACT~D BY THE LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF MONTANA: 

Section 1. Section 75-6109, R.c.M. 1947, is amended to 

read as follows: 

N75-6l09 o Power of teacher over 

punishment. Any teacher or princ.jpal 

pup i 1 s 

shall 

and 

have 

undue 

authority to hold any pupil to a strict accountability 

the 

for 

any disorderly conduct in school, Oft-the-wey-to-&r-+rom 

~ehootT Qtl_lti~LQ_QR_fRUM_S'ti~ or during intermission 

or recess. ~henever a tftse"er Qrincipal shall deem it 

necessar'! to inflict corporal punishment in order to 

maintain orderly conduct of a pupil, he shall administer-

such corporal punishment ~ithout undue anger Oft~-o"ty-~-the 

p~e~eftee--of--the-p~+~~paty-+f-the~e-be-ofte AND ONLY IN THE 

fJ:l..lllfi.C.t__Q£ .A__!!l.I.N~ll· Before any corporal punishment is 

administered• the parent or guardian shall be notified of 

23 the teoehe~£~ ~~~intention to so punisn his cnild; 

24 except that in cases of open and flagrant defiance of the 

25 teacher~~~L1 or of the authority of the school, the 
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teacher QL__ULin£1~1 may administer corporal punishment 

without giving such notice. 

Any teacher in a district not employing a district 

superintendent or a principal of the school where the 

teacher is assigned shall have the authority to suspend a 

pupil for good cause. Where a district superintendent or 

principal is employed only he shall have the authority to 

suspend a pupil for good cause. Whenever a teacher suspends 

a pupil, he shall notify the trustees immediately of such 

action, and the trustees shall .eet as soon as practicable 

to consider the suspension action of the teacher. 

It shall be the duty of 

truancy or inc orr i g i b i I it y 

any teacher to report the 

of any pupil to the district 

superintendent, principal• or the trustees, whichever is 

applicable. 

Any teacher or prin~~ who shall maltreat or abuse 

any pupil by administering any undue or severe punishment 

shall be deemed guilty of a misdemeanor ana, upon conviction 

of such ~isdemeanor oy a court of competent JUrisdictionv 

shall be fined not more than Ofte-haftd~e~-do~tor~-tS100t•" 

-End-

-2- Ho 485 



April L 1977 

SENATE 
STANDING CCM1ITI'EE REPORT 

Committee on Education 

That House Bill No. 485, third reading, be amended as follows: 

1. Amend page 2 , section 1, line 6. 
Following: "cause" 
Insert: "and to administer corporal punishment in the presence of a 

witness, without undue anger11 
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HOUSE BILL NO. 485 teach_er .llL-PC i ncj p<ll ,nay <tdmi ni ster corporal punish•ent 

2 INTRODUCED BY J. GUNOERSONo BENGTSON, KVAALENo UHDE 2 without giving such notice. 

3 3 Any teacher in a district not employing a district 

't A Bill FOR AN ACT ENTITLED: "AN ACT REGARDING THE USE A~D to superintendent or a principal of the school where the 

5 AD" I NI STRA liON •JF CURPIJRAL PUNISHMENT IN PUBLIC SCHOOLS; 5 teacher is assigned shall nave the authority to suspend a 

b AMENDING SECTION 75-6l09r ~.c.H. 19~7.• 6 pupil for good cause AND TO AQHINISIER CQRPOU.L p!!NISHHENI 

7 7 IN THE PRESENCE Of A WITNESS, WITHQUT YNDUE ANGER, Where a 

8 BE IT ENACTED BY THE LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF MONTANA: 8 district superintendent or principal is employed only he 

9 Section 1. Section 75-6109, R.c.M. 1947o is amended to 9 shall have the authority to suspend a pupil for good cause. 

10 read as follows: 10 Whenever a teacher suspends a pupil, he shall notify the 

11 "75-6109. Power of teacher over pupils and undue 11 trustees immediately of such actiono and the trustees shall 

12 punish•ent. Any teacher or pripcjpal shall have the 12 meet as soon as practic<lble to consider the suspension 

13 authority to hol~ any pupil to a strict accountability for l3 action of the teacher. 

14 any disorderly conduct in school, Oft-the-wey-t-~-f'..- 14 It shall be the duty of any teacher to report the 

IS ~eheo+T ON THE WAY TO OR FROM SCHOOL• or during intermission 15 truancy or incorrigibility of any pupil to the district 

1b or recess. Whenever a ~ee~ prjpcipal shall deem it 16 supe~intendentr principal, or the trustees. 
'I 

whichever is 

17 necessary to inflict corporal punishment in order to l7 applicable. 

18 maintain orderly conduct of a pupilo he shall ad•inister 18 Any teacher or prjncjpal who shall .altreat or abuse 

11 such corporal punishment without undue anger eftd-oft+y~-tft@ 19 any pupil by administering any undue or severe punishment 

20 p~e~ftee--ef--the-p~+fte+potT-+f'-the~e-&e-efte AND ONLY IN THE 20 shall be deemed guilty of a misdemeanor andr upon conviction 

21 PRESENCE OF A WITNESS, Before any corporal punishment is 21 of such misdemeanor by a court of competent jurisdiction, 

22 ad~inistereJr the parent or guardian shall be notified of 22 shall be fined not 110re than _e-..,.ftdt"t!tl-tte++a.-~-tS100-t•" 

23 the t~eher£~ prjncjpaJ•s intention to so punish his child; -End-

2ft except that in cases of open and flayrant defiance of the 

25 teacher, pcjncjp~ or of the authority of the school 1 the 

R E F E R E N C E B I L L 
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