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3 BILL FOR AR ACT ENTITLED: ™AN ACT, WHICH SHALL BE XHCEY

AS THE "MONTANA RANGELAND RESOURCES ACTY, TO BE ADMINTISTERED
BY THE DEPARTHMENT OF NATURAL BRESOURCES AMD CONSERVATION;
ESTABLISHING THE MOWTAWA BANGELAND BRESCURCES ADVISORY
COMMITTEEF TO PROMOTE THE CCOOBRDINATION OF ACTIVITIES INTENDED
TO NAINTAIN AND ENHAFCE THE RANGELAND RESOURCES OF THE STATE

OF MONTANA.™

WHEREAS, Montana is primarily a rangeland state; 70% of
the area is rangeland and grazeable woodland; the largest
source of income in Montana is livestock production, which
is based on the grazing of these lands; and approximately
90% of the grazing for livestock and 65% of the forage for
big game animals is produced on privately owned lands; and

WHEREAS, duoring +the past 4 decades, range sanagesent
has been applied to the land in varying degrees and in wmany
different ways, the result of which has been a pattern of
fragmented managesent with wide variety of success and
failure; and

WHEREAS, +today's major desands and uses cf Hcntana's
rangelands are livestock, forage, vildlife habitat,

high-gquality water prodactiom, polleticn contrcl, erosion
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control, recreation, natural beauty of the state, and sites
for urban and industrial areas; and

WREREAS, auch ©progress has been wmsade where range
research, inforpation from the universities, amd technical
assistance have been employed; these services being bigh in
gquality and forming the mnucleus of a very successful
movement to ieprove Montana ranges; and

WHEREAS, the prisary benefits that will come directly
from range isprovement will be increased forage procduction,
increased income to rangeland operations and the urban
public, increased tax base, a significant redection of soil
losses froam wind and vater erosiosm, minimization of water
and air pollution, stabilization of streamflow, iaproved
wildlife habitat, and isprovement of the natural beanty of
the state.

THEREPORE, it is the intent of this bill tc provide a
framework within which coordinatiom of sound and effective

range management activities can be effected.

BE IT ENACTED BY THE LEGISLATORE OF THE STATE GF MONTARA:
Section 1. Short title. This act shall be known as the
"Montana Rangeland Resources Act™.
Section 2. Purpose. The purpose of this act is to
establish a prograwm of rangeland sanagement whereby:

(] the isportance of Mcntana's rargeland wit* r--nect
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A BILL FOR AN ACT ENTITLED: ™AN ACT, WHICH SHALL BE KNCHY

AS THE "MONTANA BANGELAND BESODRCES ACT", TO BE ADMINISTEBED
BY THRE DEPARTMENT OF FNATURAL RESOURCES A¥D CO¥SERYATION;
ESTABLISHING THE MONTANA RAWNGELAND BBSOORCES ADVISORY
CCHMITTEP TO PROMOTE THE COOBDINATION OF ACTIVITIES INTENDED
TO WAIBTAIN AND ENHANCE TRE RANGELAND ERESOURCES OF THE STATSE

OF MONTANA."™

WHEREAS, Montana is primarily a rangeland state; 70% of
the area is rangeland and grazeable woodland; the largest
soerce of income in Montana is livestock production, which
is based on the grazing of these lapds; and approximately
90% of the grazing for livestock and 65% of the forage for
big game animals is produced on privately owned lands; and

WHERBEAS, during +the past 4 decades, range management
has been applied to the land in varying degrees and in =many
different ways, the result of which has been a pattern of
fragmented management with wide variety of success and
failure; and

WHEREAS, today*s major demands and uses cf Ncntana's
rangelands are livestock, forage, wildlife habitat,

high-gquality water production, polluticn control, erosion
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control, recreation, natural beauty of the state, and sites
for urban and industrial areas; and

WHEREAS, #auch progress has been wmade where range
research, inforsation froe the universities, and technical
assistance have been employed; these services being high in
quality and forsing the nucleus of a very successful
mcven2nt to improve Montana ranges: and

WHEREAS, the primary benefits that ¥ill come directly
frox range iaprovesment will be increased forage prcecduction,
increased income to rangeland operations and ‘the urban
public, increased tax base, a significant reduction of so0il
losses from wind and water erosion, minismization of water
and air pollution, stabilization of streamflow, iaproved
wildlife habitat, and isprovement of the natural beaunty of
the state.

THEREPORE, it is the intent of this bill tc provide a
framework within which coordination of sound and effective

range zanagement activities can bhe effected,

BE IT ENACTED BY THE LEGISLATORE OF THE STATE CF MOWTAKRA:
Section 1. Short title. This act shall be known as the
"Montana Rangeland Resources Act".
Section 2. Purpose., The purpose of this act is to
establisk a program of rangeland management whereby:

{1} the iagpcrtance of KMontana's rangeland wit* r--2ect
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to 1livestock, forage, wildlife habitat, high-guality water
production, polluticn control, ercosion control, recreation,
and the natural beasty of the state is recognized;

(2) cooperation and coordination of rapge management
activities between persons and organizations charged with or
having the wanagement of rangeland, wvhether private or
public, can be promoted and developed; and

{3) those who are doing exceptional work in range
management cah receive appropriate recognition.

Section 2. PDefinitions, As 3used 1inm this act, the
followving definitions apply:

{1} "Rangeland"™ peans land on which the snative
vegetation (climax or natural potential) is predominantly
grasses, grasslike plants, forbs, or shrubs suitable for
grazing or browsing use. The term includes lands revegetated
naturally or artifically to provide a forage cover that is
managed 1like native vegetation. Rangelands include natural
grasslands, savannahs, skrublands, acst deserts, tuadra,
alpine communities, coastal marshes, apd wet meadovs.

{2) n"mGrazeable woodlands"™ seans forest land on which
the understory includes, as an integral part of the forest
plant community, plants that can be grazed without
significantly impairing other forest values.

{3) "Range management™ means a distinct discipline

founded on ecological principles and dealing with the
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hasbandry of ramgelands and range resoutces.

{4} "®ontana rangeland resoarce fprogram™ pseans the
rangeland rescurce prograd admimistered by the comservation
districts division of the department of bpatoral resources
and conservation in concert with the Montana conservatiocn
districts law to wmaintain and enbaance the rangeland
resources of the state.

{5) "Department™ geans the department of patural
resources and conservation.

(6) "Council® aeans the existing resource conservaticn
advisory council within the department of natural resources
and conservation.

(7) "Coemittee® means the Montana rangeland resources
advisory committee.

{8) n"Users of raangeland™ means all persons, including
but not limited to ranchers, farmers, sportseen,
recreationists, and others appreciative of the functional,
productive, aesthetic, and recreational uses of rangelands.

Section 4, State coordinator. (1) The department shall
maintain and staff the office of state cocrdinater for the
rangeland resources act.

{2) The state coordinator shall:

ta) serve as an advisor, counselor, ard cocrdinater

for and between persons and agencies damvolved in range

management;

-
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{b) strive +to create understanding and compatibility
between the many users of rangelandes including sportsmens
racreationistss rancherss and others;

{c}) promote and coordinate the adoption and
implementation of sound range management plans to minimize
conflicts between governmental agencies and private
lTandowners;

{d)} participate in zoning and planning studies ¢to
insure that native ranges are adequately representad at
sessions for development of zoning and pianning regulations;

(e) cocrdinate range management research to help
prevent duplication and overlap of effort in this area;

(f) perform such other functions as thz advisory
committee may require.

Section 5. Advisory committee composition. Tnere may
be an advisory committee which is composed as follows:

{1) a chairman who is a rancher and who is or has been
a supervisor of 3 state conservation district or a dirzactor
of a state jJrazing district;

{2) a vice-chairman who is a rancher; if the chairman
is or has peen a supervisor of a state conservition
districts the vica—chairmaa shall be or have been a director
of a state grazing districte or if the chairman is or has
been a director of a state qrazing districts the

vice-chairman shall be or have been a supervisor of 2 state
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conservation district;

(3} a rancher fros the eastern area of the state;

{(4) a rancher from the northern area of the state:

{5} a rancher from the area of the state west of the
continental divide;

{6) a rancher from the soathern area of the state;

(7) one of the above-mentioned ranchers from any of
the areas should be a wmember of a Momtana state grazing
district;

{8) a representative from each of the following
agencies:

(a) Soil comnservation service;

(b) Onited States forest service;

{c) HNontana state university;

{4} TFarmers home administration;

{e) Montana stockgrowers associationg

{f) Office of economic development division;

{g) School of forestry of the university of Montana;

(h}' Department of fish and gasme;

{i) Berean of land management;

{3} Montapa woolgrowers association;

{k) Department of natural resources and conservations

{1} Bureau of Indian affairs;

(a) Montana cattlemen's association;

{n) Department of state lands;

-6
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(c) Society for range manageeent.

Section 6., Advisory coamittee —_ appointaent —_—
tenure. {1) All =meabers other than the representatives of
the agencies enumerated in {secticn 5] shall be appointed
Jointly by the executive cosmittee of the association of
conservation districts and the board of directers of the
Montana association of state grazing districts. The
chairman, vice-chairman, and meabers shall be appointed with
the consultation of the board of dicectors of the
association of grazing districts,

{2) The chairman shall serve for a 2-year ters, at the
end of which the vice-chairman will become chairman,

13) All persons appointed to the committee shall serve
at the pleasure of the executive committee of the
associaticn of conservatiom districts and the board cof
directors of +the Montana association of state grazing
districts.

Section 7. Duties of advisory cosmittee. The advisory
compittee shall:

(1) review and develop annual and 1long-range work
plans;

{2) set priorities of work;

{3) provide advice and counsel to the coordinater for
carrying out the rangeland resource program vithin the funds

available,
-End-~
o



STATE OF MONTANA

REQUEST NO. _262-77 _
FISCAL NOTE

Form BD-15 ‘J

, there is hereby submitted a Fiscal Note
pursuant to Chapter 53, Laws of Montana, 1965 - Thirty-Ninth Legislative Assembly.

Background information used in developing this Fiscal Note is available from the Office of Budget and Program Planning, to members
of the Legislature upon request,

in compliance with a written request recaived ___February 1 , 19 77
for House Bill 484

DESCRIPTION OF PROPOSED LEGISLATION:

House Bill 484 establishes the Montana Rangeland Resources Advisory Committee to promote the coordination of activities
intended to maintain and enhance the rangeland resources of the State of Montana.

FISCAL IMPACT:

None. House Bill 484 places into law functions currently being performed by the Department of Natural Resources and
Conservation, '

BUDGET DIRECTOR F\
Office of Budget and Program Planning

Date: _ 222> =77
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Approved by Committee
on Natural Resocurces

EOUSE BILL NO. 4384
THETRODUCED BY NATHE, SIVERTSEN, AAGESON,

MARKS, WYBRICK, CONROY, PAVIS, WOOD, SEVERSOY

B BYLL POR RN ACT ENTITLED: ™AN ACT, WHICH SHALI BE ENCOWN
AS THE "MONTANA RANGELAND RESQGURCES aCT", TO BE ADMINISTERED
BY THE DEPARTMENT OF NATURAL RESOURCES AND CONSERVATION:
ESTABLISHIRG THE MONTAKAR RANGELAND RESOURCES RDVISORY
COMMITTEE TO PROMOTE THE COORDINATIOR OF ACTIVITIES INTENDED
TO WAINTAIN AND ENHARCE THE RANGELAND RESOUERCES COF THE STATE

OF MONTANA. "

WHEREAS, Montana is primarily a rangeland state; 70% of
the area 1is rangeland and grazeable woodland; the largest
source of income in Montama is livestock prodaction, which
is based on +the grazing of these lands; and approximately
9% of the grazing for livestock and 65% of the forage for
big game animals is produced on privately owsed lands; and

WHERFAS, during the past & decades, range management
has been applied to the land in varying degrees and in many
different ways, the result of which bas been a pattern of
fragmented management with wide variety of success and
failure; and

WHEREAS, today's major demands and uses of Montana's

rang=lands are livestock, forage, wildlife habitat,
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high—quality water productien, pollution control, erosion
control, recreation, natural beauty of the state, and sites
for urban and industrial areas; and

WHEREAS, auch progress has been made where range
research, inforsmaticn froe the universities, and technical
assistance have been employed; these services being high im
gquality and forming the nucleus of a very successful
movemenRt to improve Montana ranges; and

WHERERS, the primary benefits that will come directly
from range isprovement will be increased forage production,
increased income to rangeland operations and the arban
public, increased tax base, a significant reduction of soil
losses from wind and vater erosion, sinimization of water
and air pollution, stabilization of streamflow, improved
wildlife habitat, and improvement of the natural beauty of
the state,

THEREFORFE, it is the intent of this bill to provide a
framework within which coordination of sound and effective

range managesent activities can be effected,

BE IT ERACTED BY THE LEGISLATURE OFP THE STATE OF MONTANA:
Section 1. Short title. This act shall be known as the
*Montana Rangeland Resources Act",
Section 2. Purpose., The purpose of this act is to

establish a progras of rangeland management whereby:

—-2- HB 8o
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(1) the importance of Montana's rangeland with respect
to livestock, forage, wildlife habitat, high—guality water
production, pollution control, erosion control, recreation,
and the natural beaunty of the state is recognized;

(2} cooperation and coordination of raﬁge management
activities between persons and organizations charged with or
having the management of rangeland, whether private or
public, can be promoted and developed; and

{37 those who are doing exceptional work im range
management can receive appropriate recognition.

section 3. Definpitions. As wused in this act, the
following definitions apply:

{1} "Rangeland" aeans land on which the natiwe
vegetation (clisax or natural potential) is predominantly
grasses, grasslike plants, forbs, or shrubs suitable for
grazing or browsing use. The term includes lands revegetated
naturally or artifically to provide a forage cover that is
maraged like native wegetation. Rangelands include ratural
grasslands, savannahs, shrublands, wmost deserts, tundra,
alpine cosmunities, coastal marshes, and wvet meadows,

{2) "Grageable woodlands™ means forest land on which
the onderstory includes, as an integral part of the forest
plant commanity, plants that can be grazed without
significantly impairing other forest values.

{3) T™Range management® means a distinct discipline

-3- HB 484
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foanded on ecological principles and dealing with the
husbandry of rangelands and range resources.,

{4) "Acntana rangeland rescurce program™ wmeans the
rangeland resource prograw adainistered by the conservation
districts division of the department of natural resourcses
and conservation in concert with the Montana conservation

districts lav AND THE GHASS CONSERVATION ACT to maintain and

enhance the rangeland resources of the state.

{5) "Department® =means the department of natural
resources and conservation.

{6} "Council"™ means the existing resource conservation
advisory council within the department of matural resources
and conservation,

{7y ®Cosmittee” means the Montanaz rangeland resources
AD _HOC VOLUMTARY advisory committee SELECTED 35 PROVIDED_IN

[SECTION_6]1.

{8) m"Osers of rangeland™ means all persons, including

buat not limited to ranchers, fareers, sportsmen,
recreationists, and others appreciative cf the functional,
productive, aesthetic, and recreational uses of rangelands.
Section 4, State coordinator. (1) The department shall
maintain and staff the office of state coordinator for the
rangeland resources act,
{2} The state coordinator shall:

{a) serve as an advisor, counselor, and coordinator

. HB 484
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for and between persons and agencies involved in range
management;

{b) strive to create understanding and compatibility
between the many users of rangeland, including sportsmen,
recreationists, ranchers, and others;

(c} promote and coordinate the adoption and
implementation of sound range management plans to wminimize
conflicts between governmental agencies apd private
landowners;

(d)y participate in zoning and planning studies to
insure that native ranges are adeguately represented at
sessions for development of zoning and planning regulations;

{e) coordinate range management research to help
prevent duplication and overlap of effort in this area;

{£) perfors such other functions as the advisory
compittee may require,

Section 5., Advisory comsittee composition. There may
be an advisory comeittee which is composed as follows:

(1} a chairman who is a rancher and who is or has been
a supervisor of a state conservation district or a director
of a state grazing district;

(2) a vice—chairman who is a rancher; if the chairman
is or has been a supervisor of a state conservation
district, the vice-chairmsan shall be or have been a director

of a state grazing district, or if the ckairman is or has

-5- HE 484
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been a director of a state grazing district, the
vice-chairman shall be or have been a supervisor of a state
conservation district;

{3) a rancher from the eastern area of the state;

{4) a rancher froam the northern area of the state;

(5) a rancher from the area of the state west of the
continental divide;

{6) a rancher from the southern area of the state;

{7} one of the above-mentioned ranchers froe any of
the areas should be a wember of a Montana state grazing
district;

{8) a Tepresentative from each of the follewing
agencies:

(a} Soil conservation service;

{b} United States forest service;

{c) Montana state university;

(d) Farmers home administration;

(e} Montana stockgrowvers association;

(f)' Office of economic development divisiong

(g} Scheool of forestry of the university of Montanaj

{h} Department of fisk and game;

{i) Burean of land management;

{j) Montapa woolgrowers assaciation;

{kx) Department of natural resources and conservation;

(1) Bureau of Indian affairs;

—6— HB 484
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{m) Montana cattlemen's associationg
(n) Department of state lands;
{0} Society for range managementw;

P} _UNITED STATES FISH AND WILDLIFE SERVICE;

{0) UNITED _STATES AGRICULTOURAL AND __STABILIZATION

SERVICE;
(R} OTHER GROUPS ACCEPTABLE TO THE COORDIWATOR,

Sectior 6. Advisory comnittee -_— appointsent
tenure. {1) All-mesbers-ether-thad-—the——ropsosentativen—of
the——agonsiegs—onssorated—in-fsoeetion—5)-shall—be-appointed
fointlyby—ui ; iea P fati £
eenseevatien——aistriota—and—the—beard-of—diressors—of—the
Sontanas—aEp0oiadion—of sbategrasing-dietrieds. THE GOYERNOR

SHALL SBLECT THE MEMBERS DESCRIBED IN [SECTION 3, SUBSECTIION
J1) THROUGH (7)) ¥ROW A _LISY SUBMITTED BY _TEHE EXECUTIYER

COMMITTEE OF THBE ASSOCIATION OF CONSERVATION DISTRICIS AND

THE BOARD OF DIRECTORS OF THEE BOXTANA ASSOCIATION OF STATE

GRAZING DISTRICTS, The chairman, wvice~chairman, and members

shall be appointed with the consultation of the board of
directors of the association of grazing districts.

{2) _THE GOVERNOR SHALL_SELECT THE MEMBERS DRSCBIBED IN
[SECTIOR 5, _SUBSECTION (8} ] PROM A LIST SUBMITTED BY THEIR

RESPECTIVE AGENCIES AND/OR ORGANIZATIONS.,

433{3) The chairman shall serve for a 2-year ters, at

the end of which the vice-chairman will becose chairman,

-7~ HB U484
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tne end of which the vice-chairman will pecome chuirmans

t34{4) A1l persons appointed to thz committee shatl
serve at the pleasure of the--execotive--commrrtee-—ot-——che
assocratton-——of-——conservation—-—districts-—and-—the-—boarda-otf
directors——of--the-—-Montana--assoctation——of-—state-—grazing
distriees JTHE_ GUVERNOR wiTH THE ADVICE OF THEIR RESPELTIVE
AGENCIES AND ORpanIZATIUNS.

Section 7e ODuties of adviscry committeees The advisory
committee shatl:

il) review and develop annual and long-range work
plans;

{2) set priorities of work;

(3} provide advice and counsel to tne coordimnator for
carrying out the rangetand resource program within the funds
avatlablee.

-End-
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HOUSE BILL ¥O. 484
INTBODOCED BY RATHE, SIVERTSEN, AAGESON,

MARKS, WYRICK, CONROY, DAVIS, WOOD, SEVERSOE

A BILL FOR AN ACT ENTITLED: ™AW ACT, WHICH SHALL BE EKNROWN
AS TRE "HONTANA BANGELAXD RESOURCES ACT™, TO BE ADMINISTERED
BY THE DEPARTHEET OF BATURAL RESOURCES AND CONSERVATION;
ESTABLISRING THE MOWTANA RANGELAWD RBSOURCES ADYISORY
CONMNITTEE TO PROMOTR THE COOBDINATION OF ACTIVITIES INTENDED
TO BAINTAIN AND ENRANCE THE RANGELAND REBSOURCES OF THE STATE

OF BONTANA. "™

WHEREAS, Montana is primarily a ramgeland state; 70% of
the area 1is rangelapnd and grazeable woodland; the largest
source of income in Montana is livestock production, which
is based on the grazing of these lands; and approxisately
90% of the grazing for livestock and 65X of the forage fof
big game animals is produced on privately owned lands; amnd

WHEREAS, durimg the past 8 decades, range management
has been applied to the land in varying degrees and in many
different ways, the result of which bas been a pattern of
fragmented management with wide variety of success and
failure; and

WHEREAS, today's wmajor demands and uses of Montana‘'s

rangelands are livestock, forage, wildlife habitat,
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high—guality water production, pollution control, erosion
control, recreation, natural beauty of the state, and sites
for urban and indeustrial areas; and

WHEREAS, wauch progress has been made where range
research, information from the uaiversities, and techaical
assistance have been employed; these services being high in
quality and formsing the nucleus of a very successful
movesent to isprove Montapa ranges; and

WEEREAS, the primary benefits that will come directly
froa range isprovement will be increased forage production,
increased 1income to rangeland operations and the urban
public, increased tax base, a significant reduction of soil
losses froa wind and water erosion, miniaization of water
and air pollution, stabilization of streamflow, improved
wildlife habitat, and improvement of the natural beaunty of
the state.

THEREFORE, it is the intent of this bill to provide a
framevork within which coordination of sound and effective

range management activities can be effected.

BY IT ENACTED BY THE LEGISLATURE OP THE STATE OF BOSTANA:
Section 1, Short title. This act shall be knovn as the
"pontana Rangeland Resources Act",
Section 2., Purpose. The purpose of this act is +to

establish a program of rangeland sanagesent whereby:

—2- BB 0884
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(1) the dimportance of Nontana's rangeland with respect
to 1livestock, forage, wildlife habitat, high-quality water
production, pollutior comtrol, erosion control, recreation,
and the natural beauty of the state is recogpized;

{2} <cooperation and ceordination of range sanagement
activities between persons and organizations charged with or
having the management of rangeland, whether private or
peblic, car be promoted and developed; and

(3) those who are dolng exceptional work in range
management can receive appropriate recognition.

Section 3. Definltions. As used in this act, the
following definitions apply:

{1} "“Rangeland®" means land on which the native
vegetation (climax or natural potential) is predosinantly
grasses, dgrasslike plants, forbs, or shrubs suitable for
grazing or browsing use. The term includes lands revegetated
naturally or artifically to provide a forage cover that is
managed like native vegetation. Rangelands include natural
grasslands, savannahs, shrublands, wmost deserts, tandra,
alpine communities, coastal marshes, and wet meadows.

{2) "“Grazeable woodlands" means forest land on which
the onderstory includes, as an integral part of the forest
plant comaunity, plants that can be grazed without
significantly impairing other forest values.

{3) "Range wmanagement®™ wmeans a distinct discipline

-3~ HB 481
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founded on ecnlogical principles and dealing with the
husbandry of rangelands and range resources.

{8) *"montana rangeland resource program"™ means the
rangeland resource program adeinistered by the comservation
districts division of the department of natural resources
and conservation in concert with the Montana conservation
districts lawv AND THR GRASS CONSERYATIO¥_ ACT tﬁ maintain and
enhance the rangeland resources of the state.

{5) *“Department®™ nmeans the department of natural
resonrces and conservation.

{6) “Council™ means the existing resource conservation
advisory councii within the departsent of natural resources
and conservation.

{7} *"Committee® means the Nontana rangeland resources
AD__HOC_VOLUNTARY advisory committee SELECTED AS PROVIDED ]K
[SECTION_6].

{8) ™"Dsers of rangeland” means all persons, including

but not linited to ranchers, farsers, sportssen,
recreationists, and others appreciative of the functioral,
prodnctive, aesthetic, and recreational uses of rangelands.
Section 8§, State coordimator. (1} The department shall
majintain apd staff the office of state coordinator for the
rangeland resources act.
(2} The state coordinator shall:

{a) serve as an advisor, counselor, and coordinator
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for and between persons and agencies involved in range
management;

{b} strive to create understanding and coapatibility
betveen the many users of rangeland, including sportsmen,
recreationists, ranchers, and others;

{c) promote angd coordinate the adoption and
isplementation of sound range panagement plans tc wminimize
conflicts between governsental agencies and private
landownerss;

td) participate in =zZoning apd planning studies to
insures that pative ranges are adequately represented at
sessions for development of zoning and planning regulations;

{e} <coordinate range sanagement research to help
prevent duplication and overlap of effort in this area;

(f) perfore such other functionrs as the advisory
cosmittee may require,

Section 5. Advisory comsittee composition. There way
be an advisory cosmittee wvhich is composed as follows:

(1Y a chairsaan who is a rancher and wko is or has been
a supervisor of a state conservation district or a director
of a state grazing district;

{2y a vice-chairman who is a rancher; if the chairman
is or has been a supervisor of a state conservation
district, the vice—chairsan shall be or have been a director

of a state grazing district, or if the chairman is or has
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been a director of a state grazing district, the
vice-chairmsan shall be or have beemn a supervisor of a state
conservation district;

{3) a ramcher from the eastern area of the state;

{8) a rancher from the northern area of the state;

(S} a rancher from the area of the state west of the
continental divide;

(6} a rancher from the southern area of the state;

{7) one of the above—mentioned ranchers from any of
the areas shoanld be a wmesmber of a Nontana state grazing
districe;

{(8) a representative from each of the following
agencies:

{2} Soil comrservation service:

{b) TUnited States forest service;

{c) HMontana state university;

(d) Farmers home administration;

{e} Montama stockgrovers associatiosn;

(f) Office of econosic development division;

g} School of forestry of the aniversity of Montanas

{hy Pepartaent of fish and game;

{1} Bureau of land management;

(j) Montana woolgrowers association;

{k} Departmert of natural resources and conservation;

(1) Bureau of Indian affairs;

—6- RB 484
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(a) @Eontapa cattlemen'’s association:

{n) Department of state lands;

{o) Society for range managements;

[P} __GORITED STATES FISH AMD WILDLIFE SERVICE;

{0} UBITED _STATES _AGAICULTORAL AND STABILIZATION
SERVICE;

fB) _OTHER 6ROUPS ACCEPTABLRE 20 THE COORDINATOR,

Section 6§, advisory commnittee — appointment —
tenure. (1} dd-aesbeys—ether—thans—ihe—peprosontatives—eof
tho—agoneins—osunerateod—ia—foeetien—53-shall-be—appeinted
Joiatly—y-she—oscosbive-connisioe—of—the—asaceistion—of
seasorvatisn——distrioss—ani—tho—hoard—of-divestors—of—the
Roasana—assegiation—of shato—grasineg-distrietsy THE_GOVEENQE
SHALL SELECT THE MENBPERS DESCRIBED IN [SECIIQN 5, SUBSECTION
{1} _THROUEH (7)] FPROE A_LIST SUBMITTED BY THE_ _EXBCUTIY¥E
CONMITTEE _OF THE ASSOCIATION OF CONSERVATION DISTRICYS AND

THE BOARD OF DIRECTORS OF THE NONTANA ASSOCIATION - OF STATE
GRAZING DISTRICTS, The chairman, vice-chairman, and members

shall be appointed with the consultatior of +the board of
directors of tie association of grazing districts.

2 TE YERROE SHALL SELECT THE BENBERS SCRIBED IN
{SBCTION_ S5, _SUBSPCTYON {8} 1) FRON A LIST SUBMITTED BY THEIR

RESPECTIVE AGENCIES AND/OR ORGANIZATIONS,
42313} The chairman shall serve for a 2-year term, at

the end of which the vice-chairman will become chairman.
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tne end of which the vice-chairman ~ill become chairmane

t3%{4) All persons appointed to tha committee shall
serve at the pleasure of the--execative-—commiveee-~of-—the
association—-of-—-conservation——districts——and—-the--poard-of
directors--nf-—the--Montans--essoctation-—of-—state--grazing
¢+seriets JHE GOVERNOR wliH THE ADVICE QF THEIR RESPELTIVE
AGENCIES ANQ_URGANIZATIUNS. ‘

Section 7T« Duties of adviscry committees The advisory
committee snall:

(1) review and develop annual and long-range work
plans;

{2) set priorities of work;

{3) provide advice and counsel to the coordinator for
carrying out the rangeland resource program within the funds
available.

-End-
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March 25, 1977

STANDING COMMITTEE REPORT
Senate Committee on Natural Resources

That House Bill No. 484 be amended as follopws:

1. Amend title, line 8.
Following: "RESOURCES"
Strike: "ADVISORY"

2. Amend page 1, line 13 through line 19, page 2.
Following: line 12
Strike: 1line 13, page 1 through line 19, page 2 in their entirety.

3. Amend page 4, section 3, lines 11 through 13.
Following: 1line 10

Strike: line 11 through line 13 in their entirety.
Renumber: Subseqguent subsections.

4. Amend page 4, scction 3, line 15.
Following: 1line 14

Strike: "AD HOC VOLUNTARY advisory"

5. Amend page 5, section 4, lines 15 and 16.
Following: 1line 14

Strike: 1lines 15 and 16 in their entirety.

6. Amend page 5, section 5, line 17. '
Following: "Section 5."

Strike: "Advisory committee"

Insert: "Committee"

Following: "composition."

Strike: "There"

Insert: "The governor"

7. Amend page 5, section 5, line 18.
Following: 1line 17

Strike: "be an advisory"

Insert: "select a"

Following: "committee"

Insert: "in accordance with [section 6]."

8. Amend page 5, section 5, lines 19 through 21.

Following: "rancher"
Strike: 1line 19 through line 21 in their entirety.
Insert: ";"

9. Amend page 5, section 5, line 22 through line 3, page 6.
Following: "rancher;"
Strike: 1line 22, page 5 through line 3, page 6 in their entirety.

10. Amend page 6, section 5, lines 9 through 11.
Following: line 8

Strike: 1line 9 through line 11 in their entirety.
Renumber: subsequent subsections.
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Page 2
House Bill No. 484

11. Amend page 7, section 5, line 6.
Following: "SERVICE"
Strike: ";"

Insert: .

12. Amend page 7, section 5, line 7.
Following: line 6

Strike: line 7 in its entirety.

13. Amend page 7, section 6, line 8.

Following: "Section 6."
Strike: "Advisory committee"
Insert: "Committee"

14. Amend page 7, section 6, line 1%,
Following: "through”

Strike: " (7)7 -

Insert: " (6)"

15. Amend page 7, section 6, lines 18 through 20.
Following: "DISTRICTS."
Strike: 1line 18 through line 20 in their entirety.

16. Amend page 7, section 6, line 22,
Following: "SUBSECTION"

Strike: "(8)"

Insert: " (7)"

17. Amend page 7, section 6, line 24 through line 1, page 8.
Following: " (3)"

Strike: 1line 24, page 7 through line 1, page 8 in their entirety.
Insert: "The committee members shall serve without compensation."

18. Amend page 8, section 6, lines 6 and 7.
Following: "GOVERNOR"
Strike: "WITH THE ADVICE OF THEIR RESPECTIVE AGENCIES AND ORGANIZATIONS"

19. Amend page 8, section 7, line 8.
Following: "of"

Strike: "advisory"
Following: "The"
Strike: "advisory"

20. Amend page 8, section 7, line 1n.
Following: ‘“"review and"

Strike: "develop"

Insert: "recommend"

2l. Amend page 8, section 7, line 11.
Following: line 10 :
Strike: ‘“plans"

Insert: '"programs"

22. Amend page 8, section 7, line 12,

Following: " (2)"
Strike: T"set"
Insert: "suggest"

23. Amend page 8, section 7, lines 14 and 15.
Following: "program" \
Strike: ‘"within the funds available"



45tn Legislature

10

1l

12

13

14

15

1%

17

is

19

Ay

21

22

23

2%

25

HE 0484/03

HUUSE BILL NO. 484
INTRODUCED 3Y NATHEs SIVERTSENy AAGESON.

MARKSs WYRICKe CONROYy DAVISe WOODs SEVERSON

A BILL FOR AN ACT ENTITLED: AN ACTs WHICH SHALL BE KNOWN
AS THE "MONTANA RANGELAND RESOURCES ACT™s TO BE ADMINISTERED
BY THE OEPARTMENT OF NATURAL RESOURCES AND CONSERVATION;
ESTABLISHING THE MONTANA RANGELAND RESOURCES ABVEISBRY
COMMITTEE T4 PROMOTE THE COORDIMATION DF ACTIVITIES INTENDED
TO MAINTAIN AND ENHANCE THE RANGELAND RESQURCES OF THE STATE
OFf MONTANAL™
.

HHEREASy—Hontana—is-primarity—e-rangetand-stoter-F8%-of
the-area-is-ranqelend-and-grazeable——woodisndi——the-—tergest
source——of-—ineome—in—Montana—ts—tivesteck-productiony—which
ts-pased-en—-the—grazing-of-these——tondsi-——and-—aporeximatety
SN-—-of--the—grazing-for—}ivestocik-and—65%—of-the-forage—for
prg-aame—animels—is-produced-on—privotely-owned—tondst—and

WHEREASY—during—the-past-4-—decadesy-—range——management
nas-—-pesn—-appiied-to-the-tand-in-verying-degrees—and-in-many
different-waysy—the-resultt-of-which—hos—been——a-—-nattern—-of
fraamented-—mansqement ——with—-wide—-voriety-—of-—sueccess-and
farturet—and

AWHEREASy-todayts-major-demends-and-—tgseas-—of——HMontannts

rangetands-——are-——i1ivestocky---foraqey——-witdtirfe-—hebttety
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hiqﬁ—qua+it7—uater—cfoﬂuct+onv--pe+4ut+en—-contrc+v-—efosion
controty--recreationy-naturai-besuty-of-the-steatey—and—sites
for-urban—asnd-i+ndustriot-areast-and
WHEREASy——much——progress——has——been——mnede——where-—roange
researchy-—information——from—the-universitiresy—and-teehnica’
sssistance-have-been-empltoyedi—these—services-being-—high——in
quetity-—and-—forming——the--nuctens—of-——a-—very-—-successful
movemnsnt—to—improve—#ontana-randgess—and
WHEREASy—the-primery-benefites—that-wiii——come——directiy
from——range-inprovenent—witi-bhe—increased-forege—vreoductiony
tnereased—incone——to—-reangetand--operations—and——the—urben
pubticy—increased-tex—basevr—s-significant-reduction—-of—30+d
tosses-from—wind-end-water—-erosiony—minimization——of--wnter
snd--air-—pottotionyr——stebitizretion——of—streamfionyr—iwproved
witdtife-habitotv-ond-inprovement—of-the-nstural——benvty——of
the—states
FHEREFBREy-—Ft-—+3-the—intent-of-this-biti-to-provide-o
framework—within-which—ceordination-of-sound--and-—effective

range-management—activities—can—be—effecteds

bt IT ENACTED BY YHE LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF MONTANA:
Section le Short title« This act shall be known as the
®Montana Rangeland Resources Act%.
Section 2« Purpnoses. The opurpose of this act is to

establish a program of rangeland management whereby:

-2 HE 484
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(1) the importance of Montana®s rangeland with respect
to livestocks foragey wildlife habitats high-quality water
productions pollution controlsy erosion controly recreations
and the natural beauty of the state is recognized;

(2} cooperation and coordination of range management
activities between persons and organizations charoed with or
having the management of vrangelands whether private or
publice can be promoted and developed; and

{3) those who are doing exceptional work in range
management can receive appropriate recognitione

Section 3« Definitionse As wused in this acts the
following definitions apply:

{l) *“Rangeland® means Yand on which the native
vegetation (climax or natural potential) is predominantly
grassese grasslike plantsy forbss or shrubs suitable for
grazing or browsing use« The term includes lands revegetated
naturally or artifically to provide a forage cover that is
managed like native vegetatione. Ranqelands include natural
grasslandses savannahses shrublandss most desertss tundras
alpine communitiess coastal marshess and wet meadowse

{2) "“Grazeable woodlands® means forest land on which
the understory includess as an integral part of the forest
plant communitys oplants that can be grazed without
significantly impairing other forest valuesa

{3} “Range management™ means a distinct discipline

-3 HB 484
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founded on ecological oprincipltes and dealing with the
husbandry of rangelands and range resourcess.

(#) *Montana rangeland resource prograa™® means the
ranaeland resource pregram administered by the conservation
districts division of the department of natural resources
and conservation in concert with the Montana conservation
districts 1aw AND THE GRASS CONSERVATION ACI to wmaintain and
enhance the rangeland resocurces of the state.

(5) ™ODepartment®™ means the department of natural
resources and conservatione

t6y——2fovneii®-means—the-existing-resource—conservation
advisory-couneit—within-the-depertment-of-natoral-—resources
and-conservations

++346) “Committee®™ means the Montana rangeland
resources AR-HEE-VOLUNTARY-advisory committee SELECYED AS
PROYIDED AN [SECTION 6.

t8¥{1) "Users of rangeland™ means all personss
including but not limited to rancherss farmerss sportsmens
recreaticnistsey and others appreciative of the functionals
productives aestheticy and recreational uses of rangelandses

Section 4. State coordinatore (1) The department shall
maintain and staff the office of state coordinator for the
rangeland resources acte

{2) The state coordinator shall:

{3} serve as an advisorsy counselors and coordinater

-4 HB 484
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for and between persons and agencies involved in range

management;

tb} strive to create understanding and compatibility
between the many users of rangelandes including sportsmens
recreationistss rancherss and others;

{c) promote and coordinate the adoption and
implementation of sound range management plans to minimize
conflicts between qovernmental agencies and private
landowners;

{d) participate in zoning and planning studies to
insure that native ranges are adequately represented at
sessions for development of zoning and planning regulations;

te) coordinate range management research to help
prevent duptication and overlap of effort in this a}ea:

+£y—-perform—such——other—-—functions——as——the——sdvisory
committee-may-requires

Section 5. #Advisery-—committee L[DOMMITIEE compositione.
Fhere IHE _GOYERMOR wmay Pe-am—sdvisory SELECT A committee IN
ACCORDANCE WITH [SECTION &} which is composed as follows:

(1} a chairman who is a rancher and-who—+s—or—has-been
a-—-supervisor-of-a—state-conservation—district-or-a-director
of~a-state—grazing—districtti

{2) a vice-chairman who is a rancher; +f-the-—chairmen
+e--or-—-has-—been--a-—supervisor——of--a--state—-conservation

districty~the-vice—chairman—shaid—be—or-hare—been—a-director
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of-a—stoate-gqrozing-diatricty—or-+f-the-chairman-—is——or-—heas
been———a-——director——-of-——a--—state-—grezing-——districty——the
vice—chasirman—shali-be—or—have-been-a—supervisor—of-a-——-state
econservation—districts

{3} a rancher from the eastern area of the state;

{4) a rancher from the northern area of the state;

{5) a rancher from the area of the state west of the
continental divide;

(¢} a rancher from the southern area of the state;

t3}-—one—of-the—nbove—nmentioned-ronchers——from—-eny--of
the——areas——shoutd——-be—-o——menber—of-a—Hontana-state—grering
districts

+6441) @ representative from each of the following
agencies:

{9) Soil conservation service;

(b) United States forest service;

{c) Montana state university;

{d) Farmers home administration;

{e)}) Montana stockgrowers association;

(f} Office of economic development division;

{a) School of forestry of the university of Montanaj;

(h) ODepartment of fish and game;

{i} Bureau of land management;

(j} Montana woolarowers association;

(k) Department of natural resources and conservation;
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{1} Bureau of Indian affairs;

{(m) Montana cattlemen®s association;

{n) Department of state lands;

(o} Soctety for range manaqementwi

{P) UNITED STATES FISH AND WILDLIFE SERYICE:

(0) UNITED STATES AGRICULTURAL  ANG  STABILIZATION
SERYICETs

tR - OFHER-GREUPS—ACCEP FARLE-FO-FHE-COGRBINATORY

Section be Advisory—committee LOMMITIEL -- appointment
-= tenuree (1) Alt-wembers-other—than—the-representstives—of
the——agencies——enunersted-—in-fsection—-5j-shairt-be-appointed
Fointiy-—by-—the-executive—committee——of-—the-~associntion——of
econseryotion——districts-—and——the——bonrd-of-directors—of—the
Honteana-associotion-of-asteate—graring-districtas IHE GOVERNOR
SHALL SELECY THE MEMBERS DESCRIBED IN [SECTION 5. SUBSECTION
£1) FHROUGH €#386)] FROM A LISY SUBMIYTED BY THE EXECUTIVE
COMMITIEE OF THE ASSOCIATION OF CONSERVATION DEISTRICTS AND
THE BUARD OF DIRECTORS QOF THE MONTANA ASSOCTATION OF STATE
GRAZING DISTRICTSe Fhe-chairmany-vice-chairmanvy-and-members
sheli-be-appointed-with-the—conssitation—of-—the-—board-—of
directors—of-the—association—of-grazing-districtss

{£) ITHE GOVERNOR SHALL SELECT THE MEMBERS OESCRIBED IN
[3ECTLUl 5> SUBSECTION +£683(7)] FROM A LIST SUBMIFTED BY
JTdEIR RESPECTIVE AGENCIES AND/QR QORGANIZATIONS.

t234(3) Fhe—chairman—shnolt-serve—for-e-2-year—termy——-at
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tne-end-of-which-the—vice—ehairman—-witt-become—chatrmans THE
COMMITIEE MEMBERS SHALL SERVE WITHOUT COMPENSATIONS

$+¥{4) AVl persons appointed to the committee shall
serve at the pleasure of the——executive——committee——of-—the
nssociation——of-—conservation-—districts—-and-——the--board-of
dirsctors——of-—the—~Hontans-—-association--of--stete——erazing
diserieta IHE GOVYERNOR WiFt-FHE—AOY¥RIEE—OF -FHEIR-RESPLEFINE
AGENEIES-ANO-ORGANTZATIONS.

section T« Duties of wmdvisery committee. The advisory
committee shallz

(1) review and deavelop RECOMMEND annual and long-ranqe
work ptrans PRUGRAMS:

{2) set SUGGEST priorities of workj

{3) provide advice and counsel to the coordinator for
carrying out the rangeland resource program within—the-funds
avaitable.

-End-
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