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2 

3 

4 THE 

5 SELECTJ3N AND ACQUISITION OF OFF-STREAM STORAGE SITE~ AND 

6 THE CONSTR~TION OF RESERVOIRS BY CONSERVATION DISTRICT; IN 

1 THE YELLOWSTONE RIVER BASIN AND TO PROVIDE FOR THE SALE OF 

8 WATER FROM SUCH RESERVOIRS IN EXCESS OF THE NEEDS OF PRIOR 

9 APPROPRIATORS ACCORDING TO AN ORDERING OF CERTAIN BENEFICIAL 

10 USES•" 

ll 

12 BE IT ENACTED BY THE LEGISLATURE OF THE ·sTATE Of MONTANA: 

13 Section 1. Selection and acqui~ition of water ~torage 

14 ~ites in the Yellowstone Basin by conservation districts. 

15 Ill Each conservation district within the Yellowstone River 

16 Basin shall select one off-~trea• water storage site for the 

11 construction of a reservoi~. 

18 (2) If funding is available fro• the federal 

19 govern~ent for a re~ervoir or other reclamation project. the 

20 conservation district shall acquire the sit9 by purchase. 

21 Section 2. Funding of storage resel""voirs. Each 

22 district shall seek federal funding for the construction of 

23 off-strea• storage reservoirs, especially funding fro• the 

24 bureau of reclamation. The depart~~ent shall provide 

25 assi-stance, both ad11inistrative and technical• in the 
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preparation of grant and funding applications by the 

districts. 

Section 3. Purposes of off-strea• storage. The 

reservoirs shall provide water storage for appropriators 

within the conservation district and shall provide water for 

additional benet i ci al uses within the district. The 

reservoir cay be part of a federal reclaaation project and 

may be used to provide flood control in the district. 

Section 4. Disposition of excess water. (1) The 

conservation district may dispose of water in excess of that 

needed to 11eet the require•ents of prior appropriators by 

selling the excess water to any person who will apply the 

water to a beneficial use. 

(2) In .aking sales under this section, the district 

shall allocate water on the basis of the following ~rder of 

priorities of use: 

(a) domestic; 

(b) municipal; 

(c) agricultural; 

(d) industrial; 

(e) recreational. 

(3) As used in this sectiono •person" neans any 

individual• groupo fi.- • ., partnershi P• corporation• 

cooperative. association. govern•ent subdivision. government 

agency. local government• or other organization or entity. 
-End-
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HuUSE ~Ill NO. 47~ 

Approved by Committee 
on Judiciary 

INTRODUCED nY CURTISSo MULARo TOWEK, 

ST~IGHlllERo D~Y, Tt-GUEo CONROY, ELLISON 

A BILL fuR ~N ACT ~NTITLEO: •AN ACT TO PROVIO~ FOR THE 

~t:U:CI 1-.JN AND ACQUISITIUN OF Off-STREAI'I STORAGE SITES. AND 

frlE CJ~STRUCTIO~ DF RESERVOIRS BY CONSERVATION OISTRICTS. IN 

THE YcllOWS.TONE RIVER BASIN AND TO PROVIDE FOR THE SALE OF 

~AT2k fROM SUCH RE5ERVOIRS IN EXCES.S JF THE NEEDS DF PRIOR 

APPROPRIATORS ACCORDING TO AN ORDERING Of CERTAIN BENEFICIAl 

US.ES.• 

Bt: IT E.IIACH:O BY THE LEGIS.LATURE Of THE STATE Of MONTANA: 

Section 1. Selection and acquisition of water storage 

sites in the YelloNstone Basin by conservation districts. 

(l) each conservation district within the Yellowstone ~iver 

Basin snall select &I_LfA~ one off-stream water storage 

site tor the construction ot a reservoir. 

( 2) If fundinQ is available fr~-~--~~re+ 

~over"~e"t for a reservoir or other recla.ation project, the 

conservation district shall acQuire the site by pu~chase. 

LJ.L...S.W!IO.RYli.O~..liL~ERYATIOILJllll.!U.C.IS SHAlL~f 

U1~-1~11l!I.EfL_llL.Jlt.ilidiAIL-llll:; fOR EUTUR E CONS IlilJU.l!.ltU!E 

rl.Uf.B.IIl.:l.Rh~Uf.ll~ll.LThALL DESlGNUf 5UCH ...S.ilL.-ll 

Ellili~_A_L.f!ZAL..___OUr.Jii£ll!J.tl ThEREOF IN THE GEEI C<:~L.IJ:i.E 

SECOND R E A D T N G 

2 

3 

4 

5 

" 

8 

" 
10 

11 

ll 

13 

14 

15 

lb 

17 

H! 

19 

20 

21 

22 

23 

24 

l5 

HB 0478j02 

.C.L.E!l.K...A.:ilL..B.fJ:..f.llif.l..t.iLUEJ.HE C PUN IY Us HH!LtL ... S .. Lll;.!L_HI~S. 

J.JX.Al~_WLidLCLI.UtilllS IN WHic..tLSAlD SITE lS LOCATED lf...J.l 

.t.ll.ltr:l~ .. LA~LitiLlti.l\lliQABll..LQf TWO OK M OR E.J;,.Qu.till!O.S ..__ .....Uf.UN 

El..Lll!.._ ....UL...S.U!.l::L....QUlJZ!:tAll.llli..__lllL_llll.L...JlL...11D.JtlA~.I........l.ll 

~l..ELJJJL£11Lllll..AL..s.UB 0 IV IS I ON S ....S.l:iAll.-&lL..AUlLUB.f.__lli.E 

£!Ule.Etil.llL...S.!L.....Pf.SlJZNAitD fOB PUdU.I. PURPQSES !ill:lfL.IHA!:l 

&Ud~_llllL~-~~L~m CObSJRUCT ANY ~LlC 

f~lll..EL_fXCEPI R~VOIRSe S.UPERVISQRS HAY CANCEL SITE 

!2lllii!U>.lli.ll:LJU FILING ~ NOUCE HUH THL-'.L.f..ll.K__Altll 

.RfkQRQER OF THE CQUHTY OR COVNTIES. AFFECTED. 

Section 2. funding of sto~age r-eservoirs. Each 

dist~ict shall seek f~derft+ fundin~ for the construction of 

off-streaM storage reservoirs, especially funding fro• the 

b~r~~--o~--~~e+eme~~~ RENEWABLE RESOU&t£___EUMQ. The 

department Df_~AL RESOURCES shall provide assistance. 

both administrative and technical, in the p~epa~ation of 

g~ant and funding applications by the districts. 

SPction 3. Purpos~s of off-stream stora.qe. The 

reservoirs shall provide water storage for app~opriato~s 

within the conservation district and shall orovido water for 

additional beneficial uses w~thf"--~h~--d+~r+et. The 

reservoir may be oart of 3 fede~al reel amat ion project. and 

may b~ used to provide flood control in the district. 

Section 4. Disposition of excess •nter. ( 11 The 

conserv3tion dist~ict may dispose of water in exces~ of that 
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l n~edej to me~t the re1uirements of prior 3ppropriators by 

2 sell i~q the exc~ss water to any person who will apoly the 

3 w~ter to 1 AH-A~Q ben~ficial use KIIHl~ltlf_ii~t-

4 (2) In makino sales under this section, the district 

5 shall allocate water on the basis n+~n~-+o++ew~~-e~~P-e+ 

b pr?erf~+e~-~+-u~• 

7 tet--dem~t+e~ 

8 t~t--m~m+e~-t 

9 tet--a~P+e~+~Hre+"t 

10 tet--+ltd~tto+e~ 

11 t~t--r~reatfe~ Of PRIORITIES ESTABLISHED _D~U 

12 J.-'K.AJ._IU.llJiU..I.L-lil-.AU.J.RUA.tH.Llll.llLNUQ_AHIL~tlUAJ.-l!SL. 

lJ ~lliES SHALL aE ESIABLISHEP IN AttORQANtE WITH Ib-102e 

14 (3) As used in this section, •person• means any 

15 i nd i vi dual, qroup, firm, partnershiP• corporation, 

16 cooper~tive. association. 90vernment subdivision, oov~rnment 

17 age~cy, local government, or other organization or entity. 

18 ;.t:.Ul.U!Lh-ll.U!iA:UUU.__ll_LUft.I OF TUI 5 M.LJS. 

19 .lCO:!.Ll.Q._A.LL.UUQ_UB..IS THAI ABE SEVERABLL_ERUILllit....l.lf'l.AllP 

20 £ARL--E.~AltL_.ll:LilE.f.U· If A PAE.LllL..ItllLAkLI.Llil.U .. I..lJLL~ 

21 .Uti.E.....UtLMQB ... L.U.L.ll!i.......AP.i.ll.f:.A.TIONS. IHF- PAjll REM~....l'1.,_£tilll 

22 .liL....AU.._.UL.l.P....._AUUC A I I ON S _ll:lAL.--A&t-ll~L ...£1UllLI.I:l.E 

.!3 .lttUJ.Ui-At.eLllAI.lllttS.... 

-End-
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HOUSE BILL NO. 418 

INTRODUCED BY CuRTISS, HULAR, TOWER, 

STAIGHILLER, DAY, TEAGUE, CONROY, ELLISON 

A BILL FOR AN ACT ENTITLED: 

SELECTION AND ACQUISITION 

•AN ACT TO PROVIDE FOR THE 

Of OFF-STREAM STORAGE SITES AND 

TnE CJNST~UCTION OF RESERVOIRS BY CONSERVATION DISTRICTS IN 

THE YrLLuWSTONE RIVER BASIN AND TO PROVIDE FOR THE SALE OF 

WATER FROK SUCH RESERVOIRS IN EXCESS OF THE NEEDS OF PRIOR 

APPROPRIATORS ACCORDING TO AN ORDERING Of CERTAIN BENEFICIAL 

USES." 

BE IT E~ACTED BY THE LEGISLATURE Of THE STATE OF MONTANA: 

Section 1. Selection and acquisition of water storage 

sites in the Yellowstone Basin by conservation districts. 

(11 ~ach conservation district within the Yellowstone River 

one off-stream water storage 

site tor the construction of a reservoir. 

(21 lf fundi no is available ~~-the--~d~re+ 

q&Yer~~~ for a reservoir or other reclamation project, the 

conservation district shall acquire the site by purchase. 

Lll--illfERVISORS_Df_CONSERVATION DISTRICTS SHALL_~f 

l~~R TO DESIG~Tf SITES FoR fUTURf CoNSTRUCIION OF 

~f&~lBS• THE SUPERVISoRS SHALL DESIGNATE SUCH _illf__bX 

~~~_A LEGAL D~IPTIQN THEREOF IN THf OfflCE_Df_IHf 

T H I R D R E A D I N G 
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~~_&~llfB_llf THE CoUNTY IN WHICH SUCH Sllf IS 

~~__D&~-CDUHilfS IN WHICH SAID SITE IS LOCAifD If 11 

U..If.l:l.il..S.....AC.RoSS THf BoUNOARifS OF TWO oR HORf_c..muill~.__~ 

ElLlM~_Qf__iU!;.H__O~NAIION• THf STATf Of MONTANA• ITS 

AlifHl:.lfS OR POLili!;.AL SUBDIYISioNS SHALL NOT ACQUIRf lHf 

~&Def&llEs__su_~IGNAJfD FQR PUBLIC. PURPQS~fR THAN 

~~~S AND SHALL NoT CoNSTRU!;.T ANY___fuall' 

£~Lllf~~T RESERVOIRS. SUPfRVISORS MAY !;.ANCfL SITE 

~~liON BY FI~ SUCH NOTI!;.E HlJH THE !;.LfRK AND 

B~R Of THf !;.QUNTY OR CoUNTifS AFff!;.TfO. 

Section 2. funding of storage reservoirs. 

district shall seek ~~dere+ funding for the construction 

Each 

of 

off-strea• storage reservoirs, especially funding fron the 

bu~ee~--e•--~ee+sae~+eft RfNEHABLE BESQUR!;.E fUNQ. The 

departnent llf_ NATURAL RfSQUR!;.ES shall provide assistance, 

both administrative and technical, in the preparation of 

grant and funding applications by the districts. 

Section 3. Purposes of off-stream storage, The 

reservoirs shall provide water storage for appropriators 

within the conservation district and shall provid~ water for 

additional beneficial uses w+~+rt--~he--drtt~*c~. The 

reservoir may be part of a federal recla•ation project and 

may be used to provide flood control in the district. 

Section 4. Disposition of excess water. Ill The 

conserv~tion district may dispose of water in excess of that 
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1 n~edej to ~eet the requirements of ?rior appropriators by 

2 selliAq the excess water to any person who will apply the 

3 water to ~ !b_A~Q beAeficial use kliHlN THE STAT~. 

4 (Z) In making sales under this section, the district 

5 shall allocate water on the basis e+~ne-+e++ew~~-~~~ 

b p~~&r+~+es-e+-~~• 

1 te:t-41--~ 

8 tbt--llltHrie~ 

9 t.,t--~~+1" 

1 0 t<'lt--+m!trSi:'r .... +i" 

11 tet--~ee~~ .... fte+w DE P81081IIES ESTABLISHED B~H 

12 ~AL QlSTRICTt IN ACCQRDANtE WITH NEED AHD BENEfiCIAL USE. 

13 £Kla&lllfS SHALL BE ESTABLISHED IN ACCQRQANCE WITH 16=109• 

14 (3) As used in this section, "person" means any 

15 individual, groupo firm, partnership, corporation, 

1b cooperative, association, governMent subdivision, oovernment 

17 agency, local govern•ento or other organization or entity. 

18 iECTION 5a~~alLliY• If A PART Of THIS ACT IS 

19 ~~ALlP• ALL YALIP PA&li_IHAI_ARE SEVERABLE FROM THE INVAL!U 

Zu £A8l_~~AIN IN Eff£CT. IE A PART Of THIS ACT IS INY~LD_lH 

21 DBE_g&_~f_lli_AfeLlLAIIDNSt THE PARI REHAINS IN EFFECT 

22 liL-AU_liAL..l.JL...AUU~IltiL_li:IAL-ARf_li~L_f&.OlL.llff. 

23 ~ALiD APPLICATIONS, 

-End-
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