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_jJ__ BILL NOo ~ 
~----~. ~d(_;M~Ct.M..sJ..sL_~~~-INTRooucEo BY ~ 

A BILL FOR AN ACT ENTITLED: •AN ACT TO CLARIFY THE 

AUTHORITY OF A COOPERATIVE STATE GRAZING OISTRICT TO 

POSSESS• HANAGEt AND CUNTROL AGRICULTURAL LANDS; AMENDING 

SECTION 46-2312t RoCoHo 1947.• 

BE IT ENACTED BY THE LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF MONTANA: 

Section lo Section 46-2312, R.C.H. 1947, is amended to 

read as follows: 

•46-2312. Powers of state districts. A state district 

may: 

(1) Purchase or market livestock and 1 ivestock 

products. and purchase supplies and equipment. These 

supplies may include among other things grass. grass seedt 

or forage, whether attached to and upon or severed from the 

land. 

(2) Sue or be sued in its corporate name. 

(3) Acquire forage producing lands.___ including 

agricultural ~~ when _necessary to comply ~~ 

~yrposes and djrectjyes of this ·chapter, by lease 9 puTchase. 

cooperative agreements• or otherwise, either from the United 

States, the state of Montana, county or counties in ill!jhich 

the lands are located, or from private owners. All lands to 
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LC U96/0l. 

which a state district may acquire title may be disposed of 

by exchangeo sale or otherwise. 

(4) Manage and control tha use of its range Rod sy'b 

a~rj,ultu~~- This power includes the right to 

determine the size of preferences and ~ermit according to a 

fixed method which shall be stated in the bylaws and which 

shall take into consideration the ratong of dependent 

commensurate property and the carrying capacity of the 

range, and may be subject to reservations, regulations and 

li•itations under the ter~s of agreements between the state 

district and any agency of the United States. The state 

district •ay also allot range to •embers or nonmembers, and 

decr-ease or- increase the size of permits if the range 

carrying capacity changes. 

(51 Acquire or construct fences, reservoirs, or other 

facilities for the care of livestock, and lease or purchase 

lands for such purposes. 

(61 Fix and deter•ine the amount of grazing fees to be 

imposed·on members or nonmembers for the purpose of paying 

leases and operating expenses and fix and determine the 

amount of assessments to o~ made on members on an animal 

unit basis for the purpose of acquiring lands by purchase, 

or for the purpose of constructing improvements in the state 

district. 

(7) Specify the breed, quality, and number of male 
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breeding ani•als which each member ~st furnish when stock 

is grazing in co.mon in the state district. 

(8) E-vloy and discharge employees, riders, and other 

persons necessary to properly manage the state district. 

(9) Set up and •aintain a reasonable reserve fund. 

(10) Borrow money, and if necessary mortgage the 

physical assets of a state district to provide for operation 

and development, provided that at least eighty per cent 

(80%) of the permittee members of the state district consent 

in ~riting to the borrowing and the borrowing has been 

approved by the department. This subsection does not confer 

12 poNer upon a state district to mortgage the property of the 

13 individual .eabers of the district. 

14 

15 

(11) Change the boundaries of a 

another state district organized 

16 subdivide. 

district, merge with 

under this act, or 

17 (a) A merger •ay not be made unless consented to ~y a 

18 majority of the members of each •erging state district and 

19 approved by the board after a hearing thereon before. the 

20 department. 

21 (b) A subdivision may not be made unless consent~d to 

22 by a majority of the members in the affected area and 

23 approved by the board after a hearing thereon before the 

24 department. 

25 {12) Regulate the driving of stock over, across, i nt;o, 
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or through the range, and collect fees therefor. A state 

district may impose sanitary provisions, regulations and 

practices. 

{13) Undertake reseeding and other approved 

conservation and improvement practices of depleted range 

areas or abandon farm 1 ands and enter j nto coaperdt i vc 

agreements with the federal government or any other p"rson 

for the reseeding or conservation and improvement 

practices•" 

-End-
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Approved by C~ittee 
on Agri~ulture Livestock 
& Irrig<~tion 

_jJ__ BILL MOo ~ 
~r~:t....cdZ__$#~~· !L...l ~~~---INTROOUI:.ED BY ~ 

A BILL FOR AM AI:.T ENTITLED: •AM ACT TO I:.LARlfY THE 

AUTHORITY OF A COOPERATIVE STATE GRAZING DISTRICT TO 

POSSESS, MANAGE, AND CONTROl AGRICULTURAL LANDS; AMENDING 

SECTION 46-2312, RoCoMo 1947.• 

BE IT ENACTED BY THE LEGISLATURE OF THE ~TATE OF MONTANA: 

Section 1. Section 46-2312• Rol:.oM. 1941• is amended to 

read as follows: 

•46-2312• Powers of state districts. A state district 

may: 

(l) Purchase or •arket livestock and livestock 

products, and purchase supplies and aquip•ent. These 

supplies ~ay include among other things grass, grass seed, 

or forage, whether attached to and upon or severed from the 

1 and. 

(2) Sue or be sued in its corporate name. 

(3) Acquire forage producing 1 ands~ including 

g~rtcyltyral ~s when necessary tp coaply ~~ 

Purposes god djrectjye~ of this 'chgpter• by lease, purchase, 

cooperative agreements, or otherwise, either from the United 

States, the state of Montana, county or counties in which 

the lands are located, or from private owners. All lands to 
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which a state district may acquire title may be disposed of 

2 by exchange, sale or otherwise. 

3 (4) Manage and control the use of its range ~nd such 

4 agrfcultyLal_~. This power includes the right to 

5 determine the size of preferences and permit according to a 

6 fixed method which shall be stated in the bylaws and which 

1 shall take into consideration the rating of dependent 

B commensurate property and the carrying capacity of the 

9 range, and may be subject to reservations• regulations and 

10 li•itations under the terss of agreements between the state 

ll district and any agency of the United States. The state 

12 district •ay also allot range to members or nonme•bers, and 

13 decrease or increase the size of permits if the range 

14 carrying capacity changes. 

15 (5) Acquire or construct fences, reservoirs, or other 

16 facilities for the care of livestock, and lease or purchase 

11 lands for such purposes. 

lB (6) Fix and deter•ine the amount of grazing fees to be 

19 i•posed·on ~embers or nonmembers for the purpose of paying 

20 leases and operating expenses and fix and determine the 

21 amount of assessments to b~ made on members on an animal 

22 unit basis for the purpose of acquiring lands by purchase, 

23 or for the purpose of constructing improvements in the state 

24 district. 

25 (7) Specify the breed• quality, and number of male 
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breeding ani•als which each •ember .ust furnish when stock 

is grazing in coamon in the state district. 

(8) Eaploy and discharge e•ployees, riders, and other 

persons necessary to properly manage the state district. 

(9) Set up dnd •alntaln a reasonable reserve fund. 

(10) Borrow money, and. If necessary mortgage the 

physical assets of a state district to provide for operation 

and development, provided that at least eighty per cent 

(80%) of the permittee members of the state district consent 

in writing to the borrowing and the borrowing has been 

approved by the department. This subsection does not confer 

12 power upon a state district to mortgage the property of the 

13 individual .ambers of the district. 

14 

15 

(11) Change the boundaries of a district, merge witll 

another state district organized under this acto or 

16 subdivide. 

17 (a) A merger .ay not be ooade unless consented to by a 

18 •ajority of the members of each merging ~~ate district and 

19 approved by the board after a hearing thereon before the 

20 department. 

21 (b) A subdivision •ay not be made unless consent~d to 

22 by a majority of the members in the affected area and 

23 approved by the board after a hearing thereon before the 

24 department. 

25 (12) Regulate the driving of stock over, across, int·o, 
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or through the range, and collect fees therefor. A state 

district •ay impose sanitary provisions, regulations and 

practices. 

(13) Undertake reseeding and other approved 

conservation and i•prove•ent practices of depleted range 

areas or abandon farm lands and enter into cooper3tiv2 

agreedents with the federal government or any other person 

for the reseeding or conservation and improvement 

practices.• 

-End-
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_jJ__ SI.LL NO. ~~·-' YL--~~~d~~~(4.e,.l~~~=----INTROOUCEO BY ~ 

A SILL FOR AN ACT ENTITLED: •AN ACT TO CLARIFY THE 

AUTHORITY OF A COOPERATIVE STATE GRAZING DISTRICT TO 

POSSESSt MANAGE, ANO CONTROl AGRICULTURAL .LANDS; AMENDING 

SECTION ~6-2312t R.c.M. 19~7.• 

BE Il ENACTED BY THE LEGISLATURE OF THE ~TATE OF MONTANA: 

Section 1. Section ~6-2312t R.c.H. 19~7, ts aaended to 

read as follo~s= 

·~6-2312· Po~ers of state districts. A state district 

may: 

Ill Purchase or •arket 1 ivestock and 1 ivestock 

products, and purchase supplies and equipment. These 

supplies •ay include among other things grass. grass seed, 

or forage, ~hether attached to and upon or severed fro• the 

I and. 

( 2) Sue or be sued in its corporate na11e. 

(31 Acquire forage producing lands..__ including 

~gricUJturaJ _lanQs when necessary to co•ply ~it~ 

gyrposes and dj(ectivas of this ·chapter. by lease. purchase, 

cooperative agreements• or other~ise, either from the United 

States, the state of Montana, county or counties in ~hich 

the lands are located, or from private o~ners. All lands to 

T H I R D READING 
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which a state district may acquire title •ay be disposed of 

2 by exchange, sale or otherwise. 

3 (~) Manage and control the use of its range gOd sych 

4 agrfcyltyral ~. This power includes the right to 

5 determine the size of preferences and permit according to a 

6 fixed method which shall be stated in the bylaws and which 

1 shall take into consideration the rating of dependent 

B com•ensurate property and the carrying capacity of the 

9 ranget and may be subject to reservations, regulations and 

10 li•itations under the terms of agreements between the state 

11 district and any agency of the United States. The state 

12 district •ay also allot range to •e~ers or nonae•berSt and 

13 decrease or increase the size of permits if the range 

1~ carrying capacity changes. 

15 (51 Acquire or construct fences, reservoirs, or other 

16 facilities for the care of livestock, and lease or purchase 

11 lands for such purposes. 

IB (6) Fix and deter•ine the amount of grazing fees to be 

19 !•posed ·on me~ars or nonme•bers for the purpose of paying 

20 leases and operating expenses and fix and determine the 

21 amount of assessments to o~ made on member~ on an animal 

22 unit basis for the purpose of acquiring lands by purchase, 

23 or for the purpose of constructing im~roveaents in the ,tate 

24 district. 

25 (7} Specify the breedt quality, and number of male 
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breeding aniaals which each member must furnish when stock 

is grazing" in "co.,.on in the "state district;:. 

(8) Employ and discharge employees, riders, and other 

persons necessary to properly aanage the state district. 

(9) Set up and aaintain a reasonable reserve fund. 

(10) Berro" money, and. it necessary mortgage the 

physical assets of a state district to provide for operation 

and develop.ento provided that at least eighty per cent 

(80:&) of the peraittee -abers of the state district consent 

In writing to the borrowing and the bOrrowing"has been 

approved by the depart.ent. This" subsection does not confer 

power upon a state district to aortgage the property of the 

individual -llbers of the dist"rict. 

( 11} "Change the boundaries of a district• merge witl! 

another state district organized under this acto or 

subdivide. 

(a) A aerger aay not be made unless consented to by a 

aajority of the aeabers of each aerging state district and 

approved by the board after a hearing thdreon before. the 

depa"rtment. 

(b) A subdivision aay not be aade unless consented to 

by a aajority of the aeabers in the affected area and 

approved by the board after a hearing thereon before the 

department. 

(1.2") Regulate the driving of stock overo across, int'o• 
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or through the rangeo and collect fees therefor. A state 

district aay iapose sanitary provisionso regulations and 

practices. 

(13) Undertake reseeding and other approved 

conservation and improvement practices of depleted range 

areas or abandon far• lands and enter into cooper3tiva 

agreements with the federal government or any other person 

for the reseeding or conservation and improvement 

practices.• 

-End-

-to-
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HDUSt diLL NOo 45£ 

INTRODUCED ~y LIEN, HIRSCH, MANUEL 

A diLL fO~ A~ ACT ENTITLED: •AN ACT TO CLARI~Y THt 

AUTrlJ~lTY OF A CUOPtRATIVE STATE GRAZING DISTRICT TO 

?OS~ES.S, .~ANAGEo AND CONTROL AGRICULTURAL LANDS; AMENDING 

SECTI>N 46-2312t RoCoMo 1947o" 

BE IT E!IIAC TED BY THE LEGJSL" TURE OF THE STATE OF ;~ONT ANA: 

Section lo Section 46-2312• R.C.Mo l947t is amended to 

read as follows: 

•46-2312. Powers of state districts. A state district 

may: 

( 1) Purchase or market 1 i vestock and livestock 

products., and purchase supplies and equip~nt. These 

sup~li~s ~ay include a~nq other things grass. grass seed, 

or for~ge, whether attached to and upon or severert from the 

l~nd. 

(,:) Sue or be sued in its co~porate name. 

( 3) Acquire foraoe producing lands. jncludjory 

~li:.i.i.l~uL_~~ necessary ~rnp!y with ~ 

UULQQ~~~d djrectiY~-2f_thjs chapter. by lease, ourchase, 

c.of}per-:Jti ve ~qre-emt:!nts, or l)tJler\f.lise, either from the Unjte-d 

St~t~~~ t~te state of ~ontana? county or counties ir whicn 

the L~n(1<; ar~ loc?!tPrit or frorr private owners. A11 lan-::s to 
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~hich a state district ~ay acquire title may be disposed of 

by exchange. sale or otherwise. 

(4) jolana<)e and control th·-, us<> of its range j!!UL .. :>.Uk.b 

a~rjcultyral lands. This oo~er includes the riQht to 

detar•ine the size of preferences and permit according to a 

fixed ~ethod which shall be stated in the bylaws and which 

shall take into consideration the rating of oependent 

commensurate property and the carrying capacity of the 

range, and may be subject to reservations, requlations and 

limitations under the terms of agree~nts between the state 

district and any agency of the United States. The state 

district may also allot range to me•bers or nonmembers, and 

decrease or increase the size of permits if the range 

carrying capacity changes. 

{5) Acquire or construct fences. reservoirs, or other 

facilities for the care of livestock, and lease or purchase 

lands for such purpos~s. 

(61 Fix ano determine the amount of grazinq tees to be 

impose~ on members or nonmembers for the purpose of payinn 

l~as~s ~nd operating e~p~nses and fix 3nd determine the 

:~mount of aSSPSs.ments to be made on memb~rs on an ani :nal 

unit oasis for the puroose of acquirin~ lands bv purchase. 

or for the ourpose of c~nstructin~ improvements in the st3te 

district. 

(7) sn~cify the bre~dt ouality. an3 number of ~~le 

-2- HB 452 
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breeding animals which each member must furnish when stock 

is grazing in common in the state district. 

[S) E~~loy and discharge employees, riders, and other 

person~ necessary to properly manage the state district • 

{9) Set up and maintain a reasonable reserve tuna. 

(10) Borrow money, and if necessary '<ortqaoe the 

physical assets of a st~te district to provide for operation 

and development, provided that at least ei~hty per cent 

{60%) of the permittee me•bers of the state district consent 

in writing to the borrowing and the borrowinG has been 

11 approved by the department. This subsection does not confer 

12 power upon a state district to ~rtgage the property of the 

13 individual me•bers of the district. 

14 

15 

[11) Chan~e the boundaries of a district, .uerge with 

another state district organized under this act, or 

16 subdiYid{". 

17 

18 

19 

20 

21 

22 

23 

24 

2'::> 

(a) A ~erger may not be made unless consent~d to by a 

majoritv of the members of each merging state district and 

approvrj by the board after a hearing tnereon before the 

department. 

(b) A subdivision may not be made unless consented to 

by a majority of 

approv0d by the 

department. 

the 111embers in the affected area and 

board after a hearing thereon before the 

{12) Regulate the drivin~ of stock over, across. into., 
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or tnrough the range, and collect fees therefor. A state 

distric~ rna~ iapose sanitary provisions. r0aulations and 

p~actices. 

(13) Undertake reseeding and other a!:'proved 

conservation and imorovement practices of depleted range 

~rens or abandon farm lands and enter into cooperative 

d'JreeJte'lts with the fedf!ral qovernment or any other person 

tor the reseeding or conservation and i~~rovement 

practices.tt 

-En<i-

_,_,_ H5 452 


