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INTRODUCED t1Y ~~~fHL,_.f_ ___ _ 

commission shall deem necessary for the us~ of the public 

2 shall be printed in plain typ~. and kept on file in .,very 

J station or 3ffice of such public util ity9 where payment~ 3T2 

4 A BILL FOR AN ACT ENTITLED: •AN ACT TO LIMIT THE NUMoEK OF 4 made by the consumers or users. open to the public, in such 

5 TE~PORARY RATE INCREASES A PUBLIC UTILITY MAY APPLY FOR IN 5 form ;;nd pl~ce as to be readily ,,ccessible to th€ pue>lic, 

" ANY PENDING AOMINISTRATIV~ PROCEEDING RELATING TO PROPOSED 6 and as can 01! conveni~ntly inspected. 

7 RATE INCREASES; AMENDING SECTION 70-113, RoCoH• 1947.• 7 il...l When a scnedule of joint rates or Chorges is or 

8 8 may 02 in fv~ce bet~een t~o o~ mo~e vuol ic uti! ities, ~uch 

9 BE IT ENACTED BY THE LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF MONTANA: 9 schedullf' shall in like manner be printed ano fil2--:i with the 

1J Section 1. Section 70-llh R.C.Ho 1947• is aiZiend«d to tO commission• nnd so much tnereof as the commission shall deem 

11 read as follows: 11 necessary f~r the use of the puhlic shall be filed in 3very 

12 •70-113. Schedules of rates, tolls and char~es. Lll ll such stativn or office as prescribed in the first pard~raph 

13 Every public utility shall file with the commission. ~ithin 13 of this SP.Ct ion. 

14 a time fixed by the commission. schedules which shall be 14 L1l No cnanqe shall thereafter be made ; n any 

15 open to public inspection, showing all rates. tolls• and 15 schedule. including scnedules of joint rates, 2xceot as 

16 char-ges which it has established., and which a..-e in for-ce at 16 approved by the commissj~n. Before it ~ay approve any 

17 tne time, for any servica per-for-med by it within th~ st.atet 17 chany~ increasing the rate o~ rates for utility s~rvice in 3 

lil o,.. to,.. any s~rvice jn connection therewith, or performej by 12 5-Chedul cl fJene~ally affecting consum~~s in a u~ility•s 

1<J any pualic utility con<rJlled or operated ay it. The rates. 19 sPrvice area, the commissjon shall puolish a noti~e ~f th~ 

20 tolls, and charges shown on such schedules shall not exceed 2U prouu..:>~~d cnanq2, conforming to th~ ~equi rem~nts ot s.E:ct ion 

21 the ..- ates., tolls. and char~es in fore-: at the ti,ilte of 21 tl2-42D9{2) in on~ o~ .~nor~ n·!w.=>papE:rs j:..ubl i sh,-o an, of 

22 passa.Je of this act. every out>lic utility sh<Jll f i 1 e •i th., 27 ~ene~al ci~culation within the a~ea affecte! oy tn£ prooos-2C 

23 and as a part of such scheduley dll rule~ 3nu reJulations 23 -c tkln'-;i~• This nutice shall announce a hearing 0n the 

2~ tl1at in any nanne~ affect tne rat2s charsed or to be ch~r~eti 24 p~ooos~d chdnqe and shall inform interested pe~sons how they 

25 for any service• A copy of so much of said schedule as tne 25 may ;)etitim1 the commission to b~come parties to the 
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hearin0• The commjssion shall proceed to conduct the 

hearinq under the Administrdtive Procedure Act. The 

consumer counsel may in his discretion petition to become a 

party to the hearing. 

~ Notwithstandin~ any provision of this title to the 

6 contrary~ the fin~l decision of the commission in any ma~ter 

7 decided after a hearing conducted pursuant to this se~tion 

8 

9 

shall conform to the requirements of a decision in a 

contested case under the Administrative P~ocedure Act. i'f'l., 

10 eo~+~~+en--mey--~~~o~ftr+~y--ep~oy~--eft-+ne~@S~~-~~~~~ 

11 h.,eP+n~end-++n~--e~~~- The commjs~~--YQQO~ 

12 hearjng for that oyrpose. authorize~~ rat~ jocre~ 

13 QULx__in_~~ utjlity•s survival is at stake if such 

14 temoorarv increase will not increase the rate _of return 

15 above the rate_ aoproyed in the last full rate case. S~ 

16 temporary ·increase may n·ot be ·gran~ more th~ jo any 

17 1I=m2ntbL~~ If the final decision is to disapprove the 

18 increase the commission shall order a rebate to all 

19 consumers for the amount collected retroactive to the uate 

ZO of the temporary approval. 

21 151 Any uti!jty company with gross intrastate utility 

2L L..e.v.nnl.le.:o_--l£L__J_~:o__t]J,m_J!LJ!!illimLiL~;u_may apply tor _an 

2 3 .emergency__t:itl.iL~!l.iL~.lLltlli:tll!:L.__iL-L!l~il.L-iU!.Ql i cation _i~ 

24 ~ending or ~Such an 

z 5 £>Or t j on tb..e.r.eo f may ~.a.n.t..esL~-->L.J:le.a.till.Q __ in.__t.h.e 
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.ab.!i..O.l.u..t:IL-li.i~llttl.Q!L-'l.L.-t.~bl i c s.eai.l:.~.is.s..i!lll_if 

La.i!.Ju:..e_t~iiDL.:i!.t ch an i DU.e..a:L.e --".illJll~U!lL.I.I.!.ill.t.:t- __j_Q 

an operating ~~~· 

-End-
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