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g BILL MO. .332
INTRUDUCED oY e ” "Mj_d'"

A BILL FOR AN ACT ENTITLED: ™AN ACT TO LIMIT THE NUMBER OF

TEMPORARY RATE INCREASES A PUBLIC UTILITY MAY APPLY FOR IN
ANY PENDING ADMINISTRATIVE PROCEEDING RELATING TO PROPOSED

RATE LNCREASES; AMENDING SECTION 70-113s ReCeMe 1947Ts"

BE IT ENACTED BY THE LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF MONTANA:

Section les Section 7T0-113s ReCeMe 1947y is amendz=d to
read as follows:

"7T0-113« Schedules of ratess tolls and charjess {1}
Every public utility shall file with the commissions within
a time fixed by the commissions schedules which shall be
open to public inspections showing all ratess tollss and
charges which it has establisheds and which are in force at
tiie times for any servicz performed by it within the states
or for any survice in conaection therewiths or performed Dby
any pudlic utility concrililed or operated Dy ite The ratess
toliss and charges shown on such schedules shall not exceed
the ratess tollss and charges in forcz at the tize of
passaje of this actes Every public utility shall filte «ithy
and as a part of such schedules all rules 3ana rejulations
that in any nanner affect the ratss charced or to be charged

for any services A copy of so much of said schedule as the
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commission shall deem necessary for the usz of the public
shall be printed in plain typey and kept on file in zvery
station or affice of such public utilitys where payments sre
made by the consumers or userss open to the publics in such
torm and place as to be readily accessible to the pudlics
and as can oce conveni2antly inspacteda

{2} ¥When a schedule of joint rates or charqges is orf
ma3y b2 in force between two or more puclic utilitiesy such
schedule shall in like manner be printed and filed with the
commissions and so much tnereof as the commission shall deem
necessary for the use of the public shall be filed in avery
sucn station or office as prescribed in the first paraqgraph

of this sectiona.

{3) No cnange shall thereafter be madge in any
schedules including scnedules of joint ratess z2xcest as
approved by the commissions Before it wmay approve any

change increasing the rate or rates for utility service in 2
schedule gJenerally affecting consumers in a3 wutility*s
service‘areaq the commission shalt punltish a notize uf the
pronvisaed cnang2sy conforming to the requirements of section
d42-4209{2} in on2: or more nawspapers fublishea an. of
yeneral circulation within the area affecte! by tne proncsec
CNdNG2e This notice shall announce a hearing on  the
proposcd change and shall inform interested persons how thay

may gsetitiocn the commission to become parties to the
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hearinae The commission shallt proceed to conduct the
hearing under the Administrative Procedure ACte The

consumer counsel may in his discretion petition to become a
party to the hearinge.

{4) Notwithstanding any provision of this title to the
contrarys the fipal decision of the commission in any matter
decided after a hearing conducted pursuant to this section
shall conform to the requirements of a decision in a
contested case under the Administrative Procedure Acte Fhe
commizsion——may--temporarily-epprove--an-inerease-pending—a
hearino-and-finol-—decisionse The commission mays _upon 3
bearing for that purposes authoriZe femporary rats jocreases
only _jn case the utility®'s survival is at stake if such
temporary incregse will not inCrease the rate of returp
above the rate _approved in_the last full rate casce Such
l2—month periode If the finmal decision is to disapprove the
increase the commission shall order a rebate to an
consumers for the amount collected retroactive to the date
of the temporary approvalte.

45) any utility company with gross intrastate utility
revenues of _Jess than $5 million a year may apply for an

emergency rate jncrease whether a regular applicatien s
pending  or nots Such an _emergency rate increase QOr aoy

portion thereof may be granted _after a3 hearing _in the
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absolute discretion _of _the public service commjssicon if
failure to grant such an_increase will place fthe utjlity _in
an_gperating loss positions.®

~End-

—y—



