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d BILL NO. ﬁf‘

INTROBUCED 8Y

st s W o b

ELECTION oF SCHGOL DISTRICT TRUSTEES IN FIRST-ILASS M

ELEMENTARY SCHOOL DISTRICTS LOCATED IN A CDUNTY HAVING A
PUPULATION GREATER THAN 304000 3Y MEANS OF SINGLE-MEMZER
SUBDISTRICTS; AMENDING SECTIONS T5-5914.1 AND 715-5915,

ReCeMo 1947."

BE IT ENACTED BY THE LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF MONTANA:

Section les {reation of single-member subdistricts in
certain first-class elementary school districtses (1) Eacn
first-class elementary school district JYocated within a
county having a population greater than 30,000 shall be
subdivided into as many subdistricts as the school district
has trusteese.

{2} One trustee shall be elected from 2acn
subdistricte.

{3) The county commissioners shall determine the
boundaries of a2ach subdistrict and shali mak: a
redetermination of the boundaries:

{a) whenever two or more districts consolidate;

{b} wihenever the district boundary is altered;

{c} whenever there is a change in the number of
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trustees;

{d) whenever the population of the laragest subdistrict
exceeds that of the smallest oy 10% or more of the total
population of the schoeol district;

(e) every 1J yearse

Section 2+ Hearingy on determination of boundaries.
Before determining the boundaries of the subdistrictse the
county commissioners shall hold public hearingse

Section 3. C(Criteria for determination of boundarieses
(1} Each subdistrict shall be as nearly equal in population
as is possibles At the time the boundaries are determined
or redetermineds the population difference batween the
largest and smaltlest subdistrict may not exceed 5% of the
total population of the school districte

[2) The boundaries shall he drawn as nearly as
possible to produce compact subdistricts and to implement
the principle of one mamonz vote.

{3) As nearly as possibley subdistrict boundaries
shall coincide with legislative district boundaries and
precinct boundariese

Section 4. wualifications of candidate for trustee.
Any person who is qualified to vote in the school district
election is eliuible for the office of trust2e in any
subdistricte Tha candigdate need not be a resident of the

subdistrict he seeks to represente No person may be a
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candidate in more than one subdistricte

Section 5. Nomination by petition. Any 20 persons
guatified to vote in the school district election who are
residents of a subdistrict may nominate a trustee candidate
for that subdistrict by filing a petition with the clerk of
the school district not less than 40 days DbDefore the
electione

Section 6. Ballotse (1) A separate ballot shall be
prepared for each subdistricte

{2) Tne ballot shall show the names of the candidates
for trustee of the subdistrict with a square in front of
each namees There shall be several blank lines with squares
in front to perwit write-in votess The order of the named
candidates shall be determined by lot by the «clerk of the
school districte

(3) The elector shall vote by marking a cross in the
square in front of the candidate®s or write-in candidate®s
namee

Section 7« CLonduct of electione (1) The trustees of
each first-class elementary school Jdistrict subject to
trustee sundistricting shall call a trustee election on the
regular schoot election daye The trustee election shall be
conducted in the manner prescribed for school elections
whenever upplicables The trustees in giving the notice

required by T5-6409 shall specify which subdistricts will be
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electing a trustee.

{2) A gualified elector must be a resident of a
subdistrict to vote for trustze in that subdistricte

Section Be Transitione (1) The school districts
required to be subdistricted by this act shall be dividag
into subdistricts within & months of the effective date of
this act by the county commissionerse

{2z} The county commissioners shall assign each trustze
of a district holding office on January Lls 1978¢ to 2
subdistrict by lot. When the 3-year term of that trustee
expiresy the electors of that subdistrict shall commence
electing a trustee for the subdistricte.

Section Fe Section 75-5914els ReCeMe 1947y is amz2nded
to read as follows:

"75-5914.le HNomination of candidates by petition in
cerain first class elementary district districtse (1} Any
twenty (20) electors qualtified under the »rovisions of
section 75-6410 of any first class elementary cdistricty
except for o district Jlocated jn 2 . county haviag 2
population greater thamn 30,200y may nominate by petition as
many trustee candidates as there are trustee >ositions
sub ject to election at the ensuing election. The name of

each person nominated for candidacy shall be submitted to

. the clerk of the district not less than forty (40} days

beforz the regular school election day at which he is te be

-—fy-
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a candidatee If there are different terms to be filledy the
term for which each candidate is nominated shall also be
indicateds The election shall be conducted with the ballot
as specified in section 75-5915."

Section 10e Section T75-35915s Rel«Me 1947y is amznded
to read as follows:

*75-5915. Conduct of election and ballot ——_excepting.
{1} The trustees of each district shall callt a trustee
election on the regular school election day of each schoel
fiscal year under the provisions of section 75-6406y except
as provided in section 75-59l4«le The trustees shall call
and conduct the trustee election in the manner prescribed in
this Title for school elections. Any elector qualified +to
vote wunder the provisions of section 75-6410 may vote at a
trustee electione The trustee election ballots shall be
substantially in the following form:

UFFECTAL 3atLLOT
SCHUOL TRUSTEE ELECTIIN

INSTRUCTIONS TO VOTERS: Make an X or similar mark in the
vacant square before the name of the candidate for whom you
wish to votee

Vote for {indicate number to be elected) for a thre=
(3) year term:

(List thz names of the candidates for a three {3}

year term with a vacant square in front of each name.)
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Vote for (indicate number to be elected) for a two (2)
year term:

(List the names of the candicates for a two {2) year
term with a vacant square in front of each names}

Vote for (indicate number to be elected) for a cne (1}
yaar term:

(List the names of the candidates for a one (1) year
term with a vacant square in front of cach names)

{2} In preparing the ballotsy only those portions of
the prescribed ballot that are applicable to the election to
be conducted need to be wusede The ballot also shall be
prepared with blank lines and vacant squares in front of the
lines in a sufficient number to allow write-in woting for
each trustee position that is subject to elections

{31 Wnen additional trustees in a high school district
are to be electeds 2 separate ballot shall be usad in each
nominating Cdistricc siowing only the names of tnos=2
candidates for which the 2lzctors of such district are
entitled to votze

{2} Tnis section does po% apply to elections jn__a
first-class _elemeptary schopl district located in_2 county
having a_population greater thon 30,000.%
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