
\ ' 
45th Legislature LC 0649/01 

2 

3 

4 

6 

8 

9 

10 

ll 

12 

l3 

14 

15 

1(> 

17 

18 

19 

20 

21 

22 

23 

24 

25 

HHROOUCE 0 SY 
r 
(::b(_<;l~ 

A BILL FORIAN 

li. Bill NO. ~j_ 

~1?1-J- .... ~ ~ ~~ /~~~ 'W~ ~ 
~ •AN ACT TO PROVIDE FOR THE ()l.ttc~ 

ELECTION llF SCHOOL DISTRICT TRUSTEES IN FI.<ST-~LASS ;:r~ 

ELEMENTARY SCHOOL DISTRICTS LOCATED IN A COUNTY 'iAVL~G A 

POPULATION GREATER THAN lOoDOO BY MEANS OF SI~GLE-MEM3ER 

SUBDISTRICTS; AMENDING SECTIONS 75-5914.1 AND 75-5915, 

R.C.M. l-947 • ., 

oE IT ENACT~D BY THE lEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF MONTANA: 

Section 1. Creation of single-member subdistricts in 

certain first-class elementary school districts. (1) Eacn 

first-class elementary school district located within a 

county having a population greater than 3Dr000 >hall be 

subdivided into as many subdistricts as the school district 

has trustees. 

(2) One trust:a:e shall be elected fro"' 2acn 

subdi,;trict. 

(3) Th" county commissioners sha11 deter:ni ne the 

boundarie-s of ~ach subdistrict and shall mak~' d 

redetermination of the boundaries: 

(a) whenever two or mor~ districts consolidate; 

(b) whenever the district boundary is altered; 

(c) whene~er there is a change in the number of 
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trusteesi 

2 (d) whenever the population of the 1aroest subdistrict 

3 exceeds that of the smallest ny lut or more of the total 

4 population of the school district; 

5 (e) every 1J years. 

6 Section 2. Hearin~ on determination of boundaries. 

7 Before determining the boundaries of the subdistricts. th~ 

8 county commissioners shall hold public hearings. 

9 Section 3. Criteria for determination of boundaries. 

lO (1} Each subdistrict shall be as nearly equal in population 

11 as is possio1e. At the time the boundaries are determined 

12 or redetermined• the population difference between the 

l3 largest and smallest subdistrict •ay not exceed 5% of the 

14 total population of the school district. 

15 (2) The boundaries shall be drawn dS nearly as 

16 possible to produce compact subdistricts and to i mpl ~111ent 

17 the principle of one man-ona vote. 

18 ( 3) As n2arly as possible, subdistrict boundaries 

19 shall coincide with legislative district boundaries and 

20 precinct boundaries. 

21 Section 4. Vualific3tions of candidate far trustee. 

22 Any person who is qualified to vote in the school district 

23 election is e1iltible for the office of trustae in any 

24 subdi~trict. Th~ candidate need not be a resident of the 

25 subdistrict he seeks to represent. No person may be a 
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candidate in •ore than one subdist~ict. 

Section 5. Nomination by petition. Any 20 persons 

qualified to vote in tne school district election who are 

residents of a subdistrict may no•inate a trustee candidate 

for that subdistrict by filing a petition with the clerk of 

the school district not less than 'iO days oefore the 

election. 

Section 6. Ballots. (It 

prepared for each subdistrict. 

A separate ballot shall be 

(2) Tne ballot shall show the names of the candidates 

for trustee of the suodistrict with a square in front of 

each name. There shall be several blank lines with squares 

in front to permit write-in votes. The order of the naaed 

candidates shall oe determined by lot by the clerk of the 

school district. 

(3~ The elector shall vote by marking a cross in the 

square in front of the candidate•s o~ write-in candiddte•s 

name. 

Section 7. Conduct of election. (1~ The trustees of 

each first-class elementary school district suojact to 

trustee suodistricting shall call a trustee electi~n on the 

regular school election day. The trustee election shall be 

conducted in the manner prescribed for school elections 

whenever ~pplicable. The trustees in giving the notice 

required by 75-6409 shall specify which subdistricts will be 

-3-

~ 

I 

2 

3 

4 

5 

b 

7 

8 

9 

10 

11 

12 

13 

14 

15 

lb 

17 

16 

19 

20 

21 

22 

23 

24 

25 

LC 0649/01 

electing a trustee. 

(2) A qualified elector ~ust be a resident of a 

subdistrict ~o vote for trust~e in that subdistrict. 

Section B. Transition. (1) The school districts 

required to be subdistricted by this act shall be dividad 

into subdistricts "ithin o months of the effective date of 

this act by the county co~issioners. 

(2) The county commissioners shall assign each trust~e 

of a district holding office on January 1, 1978, t~ a 

subdistrict by lot. When the 3-year ter• of that trustee 

expires, the electors of that subdistrict shall com•ence 

electing a trustee for the subdistrict. 

Section 9. Section 75-5914·1• R.C.M. 1947, is am~nded 

to read as follows: 

•75-5914.1. Nomination of candidates by petitiJn in 

~~first class ele~ntary d+s~r+e~ ~~~· L11 Any 

twenty (20) electors qualified under tne )rovisions of 

section 75-6410 of any first class ele.entary district1 

e«®L_f.Dr:__a djstrjc;t L:u; .. a . .t&lL_i~L_ii_.<:.QIULU navLEJ <~ 

populat~eater than 30t00~ may no•inate by petitio~ as 

many trust-ee candidates as there are truste~ . .Jos iti.:>ns 

subject to election at the ensuing election. The name of 

each person nominated for candidacy shall be submitted to 

the clerk of the district not less than forty (40) days 

befor~ the regular school election day at which he is to be 
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a candidate. If there are different terms to be filled, the 

term for which each candidate is nominated shall also be 

indicated. The election shall be conducted ~ith th~ ballot 

as specified in section 75--5915.'1 

Section 10o Section 75-5915, RoCoMo 1947, is am2nded 

to read as follows: 

"75-5915. Conduct of election and ballot ==-e~~· 

L1i The trustees of each district shall call a trustee 

election on the regular school election day of each school 

fiscal year under the provisions of section 75-6406, except 

as provided in section 75-5914.1. The trustees shall cal I 

and conduct the trustee election in the manner prescribed in 

this Title for school elections. Any elector qualified to 

vote under th~ provisions of section 75-6410 may vote ~t a 

trustee election. The trustee election ballots shall be 

substantially in the following form: 

LJFFIC IAL oAllOT 

SCHuOL TRUSTEt ELECTIJN 

INSTRUCTIONS TO VOTERS: Make an X or si~ilar mark in the 

vac~nt square before the ~dme of the candidate for whom you 

wish to vote. 

Vote for 

(3) year term: 

(indicate number to be elected) for a three 

(List the names of the candidates for a three (3) 

year term with a vacant square jn front of each name.} 
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Vote for (indicate number to be elected) for a two (2) 

year term: 

(List the names of the candidat~s for a two (2) year 

term with a vacant square in front of each name.) 

Vote f~r (indicate nu~ber to be electea) for a one (I) 

year term: 

(list the names of the candidates for a one (1) year 

term with a vacant square in front of each name.} 

Ll~ In preparing the ballots• only those portions of 

the prescribed ballot that are applicable to the election to 

be conducted need to be usedo The ballot also shall be 

prepared with blank lines and vacant squares in front of the 

lines in a sufficient number to allow write-in voting for 

each trustee position that is subject to election. 

Lll When additional trustees in a high school district 

are to be elected. a separate ballot shall be used in each 

noninating districc sn:owing only the names of thos~ 

candidates for which t~e ~Jectors of such djstrict are 

entitled to vot~. 

141 Tni~:t.i.Qa_~ oot appl'J _iQ___eJ . .a!;tiQL!.s._ln_a 

first-c~-g~~~hool district located in a £2M~ 

hay i "II a pooul.a~lll!L~llL-i.l!illL..lQ.t.QQQ..• 
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