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HOUSE Bill NO. 378 

INTRODUCED BY PORIER, RAMIREZ 

A Bill FOR AN ACT ENTITLED: 

75-7018, R.C.M. 1947; TO 

•AN ACT AMENDING SECTION 

INCREASE THE SCHEDULE OF 

REIMBURSEMENT FOR SCHOOl BUSES.• 

BE IT ENACTED BY THE LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF MONTANA: 

Section 1. Section 75-7018, R.c.M. 1947, is amended to 

read as follows: 

•75-7018. Schedule of ~aximua ~eimbu~sement by bus 

mileage rates. The following bus mileage ~ates for school 

bus t~anspo~tation constitute the maxi~m reimbu~sement to 

dist~icts for school bus transportation fro~ state and 

county sources of transportation revenud under the 

provisions of sections 75-7022 and 75-7023. These rates 

shall not limit the amount which a ~ist~ict may budget in 

its transportation fund budget in order to provide for the 

estimated and necessary cost of school bus transportation 

during the ensuing school fiscal year. The operation of any 

vehicle reimbursed unde~ the ~ate provisions of this 

schedule shall be a school bus, as defined by this Title, 

driven by a qualified driver on a bus route approved by the 

county transportation co~mittee and the superintendent of 

public instruction. 
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HB 0378/02 

(1} The ~ate per bus mile traveled shall be determined 

in accordance with the following schedule when the number of 

eligible transportees boarding such school bus on an 

approved route is not less than ~ev~-~+•e-~~-eeft~t75~~ 

of its rated capacity: 

(a) ~"+~~+ve-eeft~~-tS•35t ~per bus mile for a 

school bus with a rated capacity of not less than ~e~.e 

t12~ but not more than f+~ty-t5ot children; and 

(b) when the rated capacity is more than ~y--t50t 

children, an additional ~o-een~s-fS.U2t per bus mile for 

each additional child in the rated capacity in excess of 

~+~y--t5ot shall be added to a base rate of thirty-five 

cents (S.35) ~ per bus mile. 

(2) When the number of eligible transportees boarding 

a school bus on an approved route Is less than ~e.enty-+~ 

peP-e~n~f75%t of its rated capacity, the rate per bus mile 

traveled shall be computed as follows: 

(a} determine the number of eligible transportees 

bryarding the school bus on such route; 

(b} multiply the number determined in subsection 

(2)(a} by tw~ty-~+Ye--pe~-eent-t25~t and round-off to the 

nearest whole number; 

(c) add the amount calculated in subsection (2)(b} to 

the number determined in subsection (2) (a) to determine the 

adjustPd rated capacity for the bus; and 

-2- H3 378 



HB 0378/0Z 

(d) use the adjustad ~ated capaeity dete~mindd in 

2 subsection (21 (c) as the ~ated capacity of such bus to 

3 dete~mine the ~ate pe~ bus Mile trave.led fna• the ~ate 

4 schedule in subsection (1) abov~. 

5 The ~ated capacity shall be the numbe~ of ridin9 

6 positions of a school bus as d&te~.Uoed under tne policy 

7 adopted by the board of educatJon.• 

-End-

-3- HB 3,75 



STATE OF MONTANA 
REQUEST NO. 401-77 

FISCAL NOTE 

Form RD-15 

compliance with a written request received _ February 8 __ ··- , 19 !!__, there is hereby submitted a Fiscal Note 

r _______ ti,5l_IJ,li_!_ Bi!L=!78 pursuant to Chapter 53, Laws of Montana, 1965- Thirty-Ninth Legislative Assembly. 

ackground information used in developing this Fiscal Note is available from the Office of Budget and Program Planning, to members 

f the Legislature upon request. 

DESCRIPTION OF PROPOSED LEGISLATION: 

House Bill 378 increases the reimbursement rate for school buses from $0.35 per bus mile to $0.52 per bus mile. 

ASSUMPTIONS: 

1. The number of bus miles traveled will be the same in FY78 and FY 79 as in FY 77, an estimated 89,480 miles. 
2. 45% of the miles traveled are by high school buses; 55% by elementary school buses. 
3. The Increase in the rates redistributes the financial burden from the school districts to county and state government entities. 

FISCAL IMPACT: 

State 
*County 
District 

Total 

FY 78 

$ 912,704 
1,323,421 

(2,236, 125) 

$ 0 

FY 79 

$ 912,704 
1,323,421 

(2,236,125) 

$ 0 

*$501,987 of the county figure is funded by the basic 25 mill levy of the Foundation Program. 

/~~ot-s-~ 
BUDGET DIRECTOR 

Office of Budget and Program Planning 

Date: 4Z- /¥' -7] 
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Approved by Committ~e 
on Education 

HOUS~ JILL ~0. 378 

INTRODUCiD eY PORT~R. ~AMI~EZ 

A BILL ruR AN ACT =NTITLED: NAN ACT AMENDING SECTION 

15-7Dld • RoC. M. 1947; TO INCREASE THE SCHEDULE OF 

Rdl'\[lURSEI'IErH FOR SCHOOL oUSESo" 

,.;t IT t •ACTED BY THE LEGISLATURE Of THE STATE OF ."\DNTANA: 

Section 1. Section 15-7018• R.C.M. 1947• is amended to 

r"aa c.s followo;: 

"7'>-101a. Schedule of maximum reimbursement by bus 

wileaqe rates. The following bus mileage rates for school 

~us transportation constitute th~ maximum rei~bursement to 

districts for school bus transportation from state and 

GDunty sources of tr":1sportation revenue under the 

orovisions cf sections 75-7022 and 75-/023. These rates 

snail nor. limit the amount which<~ district may bud{jet in 

it~ tr~nsportation fun~ budqet in or~Pr ta provide for the 

e5ti!TI~_.,1. C'·d and necessa..-y cost of school bus transpor-tation 

durinq the ensuina school fiscal year. The oper3tion of any 

ve~1icle reimburs~d under the rat~ provisions of this 

s.cn.~-r:h.J J ~' shall ~e a ~choo~ bus, as def~~~~ hy t~is Title. 

drive11 bv a qual ifi2d driver on a bus route a?~r~veri ty the 

count~ transport~tion cowmittce and the su~~..-int?ndent of 

'Ub~i·~ instruction. 
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HB 0378/03 

( 1) The rate ~er bus ~ile traveled shall 0~ deter~ined 

in accorrlance with the followino schedule when the number of 

eliqible transoortees boardino such school bus on an 

approvea route is not less than ~Yeftty-T+v~-~~-e~ftt-t75%t 

of its rated capacity: 

{a) th+~ty-f+ve-eeftt~t~t 1&2Z per bus mile for a 

school bus with a rated capacity of not less th.an t-+..e 

t12t but not more than T+Tty-t5Gt children; and 

(b) when the rated cap3city is more than T++ty--t50t 

children, an additional ~wo e~ftt~tS.02t per bus mile for 

each additional child in the rated capacity in excess of 

T++~-t50t shall be added to a base rate of t~y-++ye 

e~ftts-t*~~t ~per bus mile. 

(2) When the number of eligible transportees boarding 

a scnool bu~ en an approved route is less than ~eftty-++ye 

~r-~ftt-t75%t of its rated capacity, the rate per bus mile 

travel~d shall be co~puted as follo~s: 

(a) determine th~ nu~her of eli?ibl~ t~ansportees 

boarc!i.~·J the school Dus on such route; 

{b) multiply the number determined in subsection 

(Z)(3) by ;:w.,l'tty-TiY~--e.,~-e .. ,t-t25%t and rounn-off to the 

neare~t whole numher; 

(c J add the amount calcul3ted in subsection (2)(b) to 

the nu~noer ~etermin~d in subsection (2} (3) to detPrmine the 

adjusted ratej C3pacity for the ~us; and 

-2- Hb 379 



Hl 037«/03 

(ci) use thE' adjust£<' rated capacity det·2rmined in 

2 s•Jbsect ion (2) (c) c•s thP rat>:>d ca;:o.ac ity of such bus to 

3 deter:rr.inr· th'E" r-1-t~ :1::-r bus rni l~ travel P.d fro·n thr J".::tt.o 

4 s~hedule in subsection (ll abov<'. 

lhe rated c~pacity shall be the number of riding 5 

6 positions of a school bus as detPrmined under the policy 

1 adopted by the hoard of education." 

-End-

_,_ H<' 37q 
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HUU~c ~ILL NUo 37d 

Approved by Comm. on 
Appropiation 

lNTROOUCtO BY PORTER, RA~IKEl 

A BILL FOR AN ALT ENTITLED: "AN Atl AMENDINo.; SEtTIOM 

75-10l..So K.c.A.. 1941 i TU INt~EASE THE StHtOULt OF 

RtiHBURSEMENT FOK SCHOOL bUStS.• 

BE IT ENACT~O BY THE LEGISLATURE vF THE STATE OF MONTANA: 

Section 1. Section 15-l018o RotoMo l947o is a~nded to 

reao as follows: 

•75-7018. Schedule of .axi.ua reiaburseaent oy ous 

mileage rates. The following bus milea~ rates for school 

bus transportation constitute the aaximu• reiaoursement to 

districts for school ous transportation from state and 

county sources of transportation revenue under the 

provisions of sections 75-7022 and 15-7023. These rates 

shall not limit the amount which a district may budget in 

its transportation funo oudget in order to provide for the 

estimated and necessary cost of school bus transport2tion 

ouring the ensuing school fiscal year. The operation of any 

vehicle reimbucsed under the rate provisions of this 

schedule shall be a school bus, as defined by this Title, 

driven by a qualified driver on a bus route approved by the 

county transportation coaaittee ana the superintendent of 

public instruction. 
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Hl:l 0378/0~ 

. lll The ~ate i'"~ uus mile t~aiiEoio:d shall oe determined 

in acco~dance ~ith the following schedule wnen the number of 

eligible transportees boarding such school bus on an 

app~oved ~oute is not less than ~eYen~y-++we-~e~-eene-t75~t 

of its rated capacity: 

{a) ~1't.y-hYe-eeMs-th3!07 ~ U!tQ_IN FISC.Al 1978 

AND le45 IN fiSCAL 1219 AND EA'H XE&R Iij£R£AfiER per bus 

•ile for a school bus with a rated capacity of not le&s than 

~~t12t but not more than *~y-t5ot children> and 

{b) when the rated capacity is more than •+~y--t50t 

child~en. an additional ~..-~s-ts.ozt per bus aile for 

each additional child &n the rated capacity in excess of 

*~~-tsot shall be added to a base rate of ~rtr-f~ 

eenes-tSw3st !K2~ S.40 IN FISLAL 1918 AijQ ~~~ fiSCAL 

1919 AbO EACH YEAR ItiEi~AEIES per bus mile. 

(2) When the nuaber of eligible transportees boarding 

a school bus on an approved route is less than ~eyen~y-f+~ 

per--een~t15%t of its rated capacity, the rate per bus •ile 

traveled shall be computed as follows: 

(a) determine the numoer of eligible transportees 

boarding the school bus on such route; 

(b) multiply th~ number dete~mined in subsection 

(2)(a) by e~enty-f+Ye-pe~-een~t25~t and round-off to the 

nearest whole number; 

(c) add the amount calculated in subsection (2}(0) to 

-.:.- HB 316 



HS 0378/0't 

1 the nu•ber deter•ined in sunsection (2) (3) to determ>ne the 

2 adjusted rated capacity for the bus> and 

3 (d) use the adjusted rated capacity deterainea in 

It subsection (2} (cl as the rated capacity of such Dus to 

5 deter•ine the rate per bus aile traveled froa the rate 

6 schedule an subsection (1) above. 

1 The rated capacity shall be the nu.oer of riding 

B positions of a school bus as determined ~oder the policy 

9 adopted by the board of education.• 

-End-

-3- HB 37CI 
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HOUSE BILL NO. 376 

INTRODUCED BY PORTERt RAMIREZ 

A BILL FOR AN ACT ENTITLED: "AN ACT AMENDING SECTION 

75-701Ht R.C.Mo 1941; TO INCREASE Ti-lE SCHEDULE OF 

RtiMBURScHENT fOR SCHOOL BUSES." 

~E IT ENACTED BY THE LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE Of MONTANA: 

Section 1. Section 75-7018, R.c.M. 1947t is amended to 

read as follows: 

"75-7018. Schedule of maxi•u• reimbursement by bus 

mileage rates. The following bus mileage rates for school 

bus transportation constitute the maxi~• reimbursement to 

districts for school bus transportation from state and 

county sources 

orovisions of 

of transportation 

sections 75-7022 and 

revenue under the 

75-7023. These rates 

shall not limit the amount which a district may budget in 

its transportation fund budget in order to provide for the 

estimated and necessary cost of school bus transportation 

during the ensuing school fiscal year. The operation of any 

vehicle reimbursed under the rate provisions of this 

schedule shall be a school bus, as defined by this Title, 

driven by a qualified driver on a bus route approved by the 

county transportation committee and the superintendent of 

public instruction. 
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HB 0378/03 

[1) The rate per bus mile traveled shall be determined 

in accordance with the following schedule when the number of 

eligible transportees boarding such school bus on an 

approved route is not less than ~y-f+•e~~75%t 

of its rated capacity: 

(a) ~h+~ty-f~we-een~~t~t i£2Z per bus mile for a 

school bus with a rated capacity of not less than twe+Ye 

tl2t but not more than f~~y-t5ot children; and 

(b) when the rated capacity is more than +++ty--t50t 

children, an additional ~we een~s-f$.02t per bus Mile for 

each additional child in the rated capacity in excess of 

~~f5ot shall be added to a base rate of thir~o fiwe 

eeft~t*w~t ~ per bus mile. 

(2) When the number of eligible transportees boarding 

a school bus on an approved route is less than ~en~~ 

per-een~-t75't of its rated capacity, the rate per bus mile 

traveled shall be computed as follows: 

(a) determine the number of eligible transportees 

boarding the school bus on such route; 

(b) multiply the number determined in subsection 

(Z)(a) by ~wenty-+~we--~-ee~-t25%t and round-off to the 

nearest whole number; 

(c) add the amount calculated in subsection (2)(b) to 

the number ~etermineo in subsection (2) (a) to determine the 

adjusted rated capacity for the bus; and 

-2- HB 378 



HB 0378{03 

1 (d) use the adjusted rated capacity determined in 

2 subsection (2) (c) as the rated capacity of such bus to 

3 deter•ine the rate per bus mile travelP.d fro~ the ratP 

~ schedule in subsection (l) above. 

5 The rated capacity shall be the number of riding 

6 positions of a school bus as determined under the policy 

7 adopted by the board of education.• 

-End-

-3- Ha :ne 
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HOU~c ~ILL NO. 378 

iNTRODUCeD BY PORTERt RAMIREZ 

A BILL FOR AN ACT ENTITLED: MAN ACT AHENUlNb ~ECTION 

75-70ldt R.L.t4.. 19~"1. TU INC~EASE THE SCHeDULe OF 

RtlHBURSEMENT FO~ SCHOOL oUS~S.• 

BE IT ENACTeD BY THE LEGISLATURE OF TH~ STATE OF MONTANA: 

Section 1. Section 75-1018, RoCoK• l9't7t is a.ended to 

read as follo.,s: 

•7S-701So Schedule of aaxiaum reimbursement by bus 

•ileage cates. The following bus mileage rates for school 

bus transportation constitute the aaximum reiaoursaaent to 

districts for school bus transportation from state and 

county sources of transportation revenue unaer the 

provisions of sections 75-7022 and 75-1023. These rates 

slla U not H •i t tne a111ount wh i en a d.t s tr i ct 111ay ou aget in 

its transportation fund budget in order to provide for the 

estimated and necessary cost of school bus transport~tion 

during tne ensuing school fiscal year. The operation of any 

vehicle reimbursed under the rate provisions of this 

schedule shall be a scnool buso as defined by this Title, 

driven by a qualified driver on a bus route appro~ea by the 

county transportation coamittee ana the superintendent of 

public instructlon. 
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HB 0318/0't 

·111 The rate per uus mile traveled shall oe determined 

in accordance with the following schedule "'nen the number of 

eligible transportees boarding such school bus on "'" 
approve~ route is not less than ~eventy-P~e-pe~-een~-t75~t 

of its rated capacity: 

Ia) ~*¥~-P*ve-eefte~-t••~~ t.~ ~IN FISkAL 1918 

AND s.~5 IN flSkAL 1979 4HD ~ACH XEA8 TH£REAEIER per bus 

•i1e for a school bus with a rated capacity of not less than 

~..._t12~ but not aore tllaa #~~y-t50t children> and 

(b) when the rated capacity is more than •*~y--t5ot 

children. an additional ~-e-een~s-tlo02t per bus •ile for 

each additional child in the rated capacity in excess of 

~.,--tSOt sball be added to a base rate of ~~~y-ft.e 

een~-t-.~ t.2~ Sw4D IN fiSCAL 1978 ftHD Se25 IH FlSkAL 

1919 ANP EACH YEAS IHEKtAEIE& per bus mile. 

(2) ~hen the number of eligible transportees boarding 

a school bus on an approved route is less than ~even~y-+?we 

per--een~15~t of its rated capacity, the rate per bus mile 

traveled shall be computed as follows: 

(aj deteraine the nuaoer of eligible transportees 

boarding the school bus on such route; 

(bj JDUlt ipl y the number determined in subsection 

(2}(a) by ~•enty-P+ve-per-eent-t25~t and round-off to the 

nearest who!e number; 

(cj add the amount calculated in subsection (2)(0} to 

-L- Ha 318 
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i tne number determined in suosection (2) (a) to determine the 

2 adjusted rated capacity for the ous> and 

3 (d) use the adjusted rated capacity determinea in 

4 suosection (2} (c) as the rated capacity of such bus to 

5 determine the rate per bus mile traveled from the rate 

6 

7 

8 

9 

scneaule in subsection (1) above. 

The rated capacity shall be the 

positions of a school bus as determined 

adopted br the baaed of education." 

-End-

-j-
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HOUSE BILL NO. 378 

INTRODUCED BY PORTER, RAMIREZ 

A BILL FOR ~N ACT ENTITLED: 

75-7018, R.C.H. 1947i TO 

"AN ACT 

INCREASE 

AMENDING SECTION 

THE SCHEDULE OF 

REI~SU~SEHENT FOR SCHOOL BUSES." 

BE IT ENACTED BY THE LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF MONTANA: 

Section 1. Section 15-7016• R.C.H. 1947• is amended to 

read as follows: 

"75-7018. Schedule of ~aximum rei•bursement by bus 

milea.~e rates. The followin<l bus mileaqe.rates for school 

bus transportation constitute the maximum reimbursement to 

distr;cts for school bus transportation from state and 

county sources of transportation revenue under the 

provisions of sections 75-7022 and 75-1023. These rates 

shall not 1 i~it the amount which a district may budnet in 

its transportation fund budget in order to provide for the 

estimated and necessary cost of school bus transportation 

durinq the ensuing school fiscal year. The operation of any 

vehicle reimbursed under the rate provisions of this 

schedule shall be a school bus, as defined by this Title, 

driven by a qualified driver on a bus route approved by the 

county transportation committee and thn superintendent of 

public instruction. 
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H8 0378/0it 

(l] The rate per bus mile traveled shall be determined 

in accordance with the following schedule when the number of 

el iqible transportees boardinq such school bus on an 

approved route is not less than ~Y@ftty-++ve-p~-e~~-t15~t 

of its rated capacity: 

(a] th~rty-T+ve-~~~ ~ So40 IN FISCAL 1978 

AND So45 IN FISCAl 1979 ANP EACH YEAR THEREAfTER per bus 

mile for a school bus with a rated capacity of not less than 

twe+ve-tl2t but not more than fift1 (50t children; and 

(b) when the rated capacity is more than f++ty--t50t 

children, an additional ~we ce~~tS.02t per bus mile for 

e~ch additional child in the rated capacity in excess of 

++fty--t5ot shall be added to a base rate of tft+r~e 

een~s-f$w3St ~ So40 IN FISCAl 1978 ANP So45 IN FISCAL 

1972 AND EACH YEAR THEREAFTER per bus ~ileo 

(2] When the number of eligible transportees boardinq 

a school bus on an approved route is less than ~~-f~e 

pe~--ee~~-t75~t of its rated capacity, the rate per bus mile 

traveled shall be computed as follows: 

(~] determine the number of eliqible transportees 

boardino the school bus on such route; 

(b) multiply the number determined in subsection 

(2](a) by tW~ftty-T~ve-~e~-een~-t25~t and round-off to the 

nearest whole number; 

(c) add the amount calculated in subsection (2}(b} to 
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the number determined in subsection (2) (a) to determine the 

2 adjusted rated capacity for the bus; and 

3 (d) use the adjusted rated capacity determined in 

4 subsection (2) (c) as the rated capacity of such bus to 

5 determine the rate per bus mile traveled from the rate 

6 

7 

8 

schedule in subsection (1) above. 

The rated capacity shall be the 

positions of a school bus as deter•ined 

9 adopted by the board of education.• 

-End-

-3-
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