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45th Legislature LC 1021/01 LC 1021/01 

!J. Bill NO.~ for any service. A copy of so much of said schedule as the 

2 INTRODUCED BY ~ 
3 

2 commission shall deem necessary for the use of the public 

3 shall be printed in plain type, and kept on file in every 

4 A BILL FOR AN ACT ENTITLED: •AN ACT TO AMEND SECTION 4 station or office of such public util ityo where payments are 

5 70-113o R.C.M. 1947o TO HAKE EFFECTIVE RATES IN SCHEOUL=S 0~ 5 'Ina de by the COtlsumer s or users, open to the pub 1 i c. in such 

0 CONTRACTS FILEO WITH THE PUBLIC SERVICE COMMISSION 6 HJNTHS ~ form and place as to be readily accessible to the publico 

1 AFTER FILING OR UPON COHMISSION ACTIONo WHICHEVER OCCURS 1 and as can be conveniently inspected. 

8 FIRST.• B When a schedule of joint rates or charges is or may be 

" 9 in force between two or more public utilities, such schedule 

10 BE lT ENACTED BY THE LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF MONTANA: 10 shall in like manner be printed and filed with the 

u Section 1. Section 70-113, R.C.M. 1947, is amended to 11 commission. and so much the~eof as the com~ission shall deem 

12 r~ad us follows: 12 necessary for the use of the public shall be filed in every 

13 •70-113. Schedule~ of ~ateso tolls and cha~ges. 2very 13 such station or office as prescribed in the first paragraph 

14 public utility shall file with the co••issiono within a ti~e 14 of this section. 

~~ fixed by the co .. ission, schedules which shall be open to 15 No change shall thereafter be made in any schedule, 

16 public inspection. sho~in~ all ~ates, tolls, and charges 16 including schedules of joint rates. except as approvej by 

17 which it has establis~&do and which ara in farce dt the 17 the commission or upon the passage of 6 months. Before it 

18 time, for eny service performed by it within the state, or l& may approve any change increasing the rate or rates for 

19 for any service in connection therewith, or performed by any 19 utility service in a schedule generally affecting consumers 

20 public utility controlled or operated ~Y it. The r3tes, 20 in a utility•s servict~ area gr Uefore·aoy·change_max become 

21 tolls, a~d charges shown on such schedules shall not exceed· Zl ~ffoctjye due to ~~~ of 6 months• th~ commission 

22 the rates. tolls, and char~es in force at the tillle of 2< shall publish a notice of the proposed change, conforming to 

23 passa~e of this act. Every public utility shall file w i tho 23 the requirements of section 82-4209(2) in on~ or more 

24 dnd as a part of such ~chedule• all rules and regulations 24 n~wspapcrs ~ublished and of general circu13tion within the 

25 that in any manner affect the rates charged or to be charged £:5 area affecte~ by the proposed change. This notice shall 
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announce a hearing on the proposed change and shall inform 

inter~sted persons how they may petition the commission to 

become parties to the hearing. The com~ission shall proceed 

to conduct the hearin~ under the Hpntana Administrative 

Procedure Act. !.J:ll:._fi~~-DLtbiLQUI!Illssjon jn an:t 

m~ter decjded after a bearing conducted pursuant to tbjs 

section shaJl conform to the reguirements gf a decisioD-ill-2 

contested case under the Montana A¢pinistrgtiye procadurg 

~ The consumer counsel may in his discretion petition to 

become a party to the hearing. 

Notwithstanding any provision of this Title to the 

contrary, ~na__ notwjthstandjng tne__~stence pf ang 

autHorizatjon for the office of consumer cpunseJ. th~-.+ne+ 

14 deeis~Oft--~--~he--eo-.?~+on--~n-eftT-•o~~~-dee~ded-e~~e~e 

15 he~eoftdbe~ed-pursuen~-to-~h~s-see~fon-she++-eo~orm--~o 

lb ~he-requ+rements-o+-e-6ee+s+on-~n-e-eon~es~ed-eose-under-the 

17 Ad•+nfs~re~ve--Proee~--Ae~. ~he rat~s, tollso pr charg~ 

18 ~forth jn anY scnedule hereafter fjl~~~ 

19 commjssiop pur~~t to thjs 5ectjan shall become effertjve 

20 and be lawful ratess tpllso or cha~__fQL__\be utjlLt¥ 

21 service ~ered 6 months ~r__th3 date Ywon whjcn the 

22 ~J:..t!edule wa:> ~d or uppn ~issipn approvals whichever 

23 ~~1 occur fjrst; proyjdedr howeveL1-tnat if the rates. 

24 tpllsr Or charges become ef~tjye becaus~f the passa~e of 

25 b months' tjmeo the~yenues ~cted tbeLeunder shall be 
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~ybject tp rebate to the~~ that the-Latesr tal~ 

~harges ultjm~approved by tbe comm~sjpn jn its final 

decision prpdycg reyenues which are Jess than th~ 

~ollected under the fiLaa_~hedules~ The commission may 

temporarily approve an increase pending a hearing and final 

decision. lf the final decision is to disapprove tha 

increase the commission shall order a rebate 

consumers for the amount collected retroactive to 

of the te~orary approval.• 

to all 

the elate 

Section 2. Effective date. This act is effective upon 

its passage and approval. 

-End-
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Approved by Committee 
on Business and Industry 

HOUSE Sill NO. 352 

z INTROJUCEO BY SCULLY 

3 

4 A BILl FOK AN ACT ENTITlED: •AN ACT TO AMEND SECTION 

5 70-llJo R.~.M. 1947o TO MAKE EFFECTIVE KATES IN SCHEDUL~S OR 

b CONTRACTS fiLED WITH THE PU~LIC SERVICE CQM~ISSIDN 6 ~ 

MONTHS AFTER FILING OR UPON COHHISSIGN ACTION, ~HICHEVER 

3 OCCURS FIRST_i AND PRG\UJUliJ:i At! IMMEDIAIE EFFHIIVt: OJAIE.• 

9 

HI SE IT E~ACTEO BY THE lEGISlATURE OF THE STATE Of MONTANA: 

11 Section 1. Section 70-113, R.c.M. 1947, is amended to 

12 read as follows: 

13 "70-113. Schedules of rates, tolls and charges. Every 

14 public u~ility shall file with the commission, ~ithin a time 

l~~ fix•'d oy the commissio·>• schedules which shall be open to 

1.:.. public inspection, showinJ all r~tas, tolls, and char)eS 

17 which if: -=as estaOlish~d' and which are in force <tt the 

H' tjme, for anr service perform~u by it within th~ state, a~ 

1? for any service in connection there~ith. or performed by any 

21) public utility controllea or operatea oy it. Tne r·Jtes. 

21 tolls, and ci.arges shown on such schedules shclll not exceed 

2,: the rates, toll St and charges in force at tht> tic-.e of 

2J passa•.Je cf this act. Ev"'ry puolic utility shall file with, 

24 .ind as a part of such ~chedule, a)) rules ano r~gulations 

25 thdt in any manner affect the rates charged or to be charged 
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for any service. A copy of so much of saia scheaule as the 

commission shall deem necessary for the use of the public 

"hall b·~ print"! in plain typeo and kept on file in every 

station or office uf such public utility. where payments are 

made by the consumers or users, open to the publico in such 

form and place as to be readily accessible to the public, 

and as can ~e convenient1y jns~ected. 

~hen a schedule of joint rates or charges is or may be 

in force between two or wore public utilities, such schedule 

shall in like manner be ~rinte~ and filed with the 

com•ission. and so much thereof as the commission shall deem 

necessary for the use of the public shall be filed in every 

such station o~ office as prescribed in the first pa~agraph 

of this section. 

No change shall there3fter be made in any schedule, 

including schedules of joint rates, except cs approved by 

the commission or uppo th~ passa~e of~~~. 3efcre it 

may approve any change increasing the rate or rates for 

utility service ;,, a schedule generally affecting consumers 

in a utility's ~~rvic~ ar&a or before any chan~e may became 

~~~ tp th~ pass~~e of~~~. the commission 

snail ~ublish a notice of the ?roposed change, conforming to 

t:"' requi r"'''ents of section 82-4209(2) in one or mo~e 

newspapers ~ublisoeJ dOd of general circulation within the 

area affected by the ~reposed change. This notice shall 

HB 35Z 
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announce a hearing on the proposed c.hange and shall inform 

interested persons how they may petition tne commission to 

become parties to the hearing. The c.ommission shall proceeo 

to conduct the hearing under the Hootan9 Administrative 

Procedure Act. Ibe t;oal decjsigo qf the copmissian jn any 

matter deCided aft~r a bgarjn~ conducted pur~t to tbjs 

~ectjoo sbgll conf~rm to the requiremen~a decjsjon jil_4 

contested case under tbe Montana Adminjstratjye prgcedyrg 

A~ The consumer counsel may in his discretion petition to 

become a party to the hearin~. 

Notwithstanding any provision of this Title to the 

cont~ary, and notwithstanding the exjstence of and 

AYthorjzatigo for the office of CQOSUI@C CQUD$e}, ~++fte+ 

14 dee~~fte eo••oss-0-ott-~~ -t:t:er -dee~~er--a 

15 ftei!lrj-.,.,-eeftdttet:ed-ptot'"StH!Iftt-to t:hi s seet~ft4ttleH eonfore t:<> 

1& ot:tle-reqtt+remetH<S-O'f-a-dee-i-!t-i-on-+t'l-..-e-t:e!ttee-e,.se-uttder-the 

17 ~dministreot:+ve-Proe~~Aet. the ratesr tolls. or~~ 

18 ~~tb-__in_ aoy schedule hereafter filed wjth the 

19 ~ommjssioo pursuant to thjs section shall Qe&ome effect~ 

20 9Dd be lawf~~ tolls, or charges for the util jty 

21 ~ce rendered 2 2 months after the date upoo wbjch the 

Z2 schedule was fjled or YQQO CP(4jssion approvals wbicheyer 

23 ~hall oc,ur fjrsti proyjdeo• however• that jf the rates~ 

24 tol}u or c.IJprlle.s bQs;;pme e[fective Rgqu~e gf ttu;l pssa'Je of 

25 b months' tjme. the r~~~ected thereunder shall De 

-3- Ho 35£ 

2 

3 

4 

5 

b 

7 

6 

9 

10 

11 

12 

HB 0352/02 

subjg't to rebate• PLUS lHfRESJ AT TH!:O i>AIE Of J.iJli PE( 

..Y...E.A.&1. to thg extent that. the rates, tol).s, or cbd~ 

u]tjma•e]y e~prowed by the commissjoo in i~al Ceci~jon 

~roduce revenues which d[e Jgss than those collected uodr->-r 

~be~ scbeQules. The co~ission may temporarily approve 

an increase pending a hearing and final decision. If the 

fin~l ~ecision is to disapp~ove tne increase the commi~sjon 

shall order a rebate to alI consuA~ers for t.hc. a·nount 

collected retroac.tive to the date 

approval.• 

of the temporory 

Section 2. Effective date. This act is effective upon 

its passage and approval. 

-i::nd-

- .. - H;:-! .352 
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HOUSE Bill NO. 352 

INTRODUCED BY SCUllY 

A BILL FOR AN ACT ENTITLED: •AN ACT TO AMEND SECTION 

70-113, R.C.M. 19't7o TO ~AKE EFFECTIVE RATES IN SCHEDULES OR 

Ci.INTRACTS FILED HITH THE PUBLIC SERVICE CDMI'IISSION 6 2 

MONTHS AFTER FILING 0~ UPON COMMISSION ACTION, WHICHEVER 

OCCURS FIRST: ANP PROVIDING AN IMMEPIATE EFFECTIVE DATE.• 

BE IT ENACTED BY THE LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF MONTANA: 

Section 1. Section lQ-113, R.C.M. 1947o is aaended to 

read as follows: 

•70-113. Schedules of rates, tolls and charges. Every 

public utility shall file with the commission, within a tifie 

fixed by the commissiono schedules which shall be open to 

public inspection, showino all rateso tolls, and charqes 

which it has established, and which are in force at the 

time, tor any service performed by it within the state, or 

for any service in connection therewitho or performed by any 

public utility controlled or operated by it. The rates, 

tolls, and charges shown on such schedules shall not exceed 

the rates, tolls, and charqes in force at the time of 

passage of this act. Every public utility shall file with, 

and as a part of such schedule, all rules and regulations 

that in any manner affect the rat~s charoed or to be charged 
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for any service. A copy of so much of said schedule as the 

commission shall deem necessary for the use of the public 

shall be printed in plain type, and kept on file in every 

station or office of such public utility, where payments are 

made by the consumers or users, open to the publico in such 

form an~ place as to be readily accessible to the publico 

and as can be conveniently inspected. 

•hen a schedule of joint rates or charges_is or may be 

in force between two or more public utilities, such schedule 

shall in like manner be printed and filed with the 

comMission, and so ~ch thereof as the co .. ission shall deem 

necessary for the use of the public shall be filed in every 

such station or office as prescribed in the first paragraph 

of this section. 

No change shall thereafter be made in any schedule, 

including schedules of joint rates, except as approved by 

the c~mmission ~n_the passage of ~ ~ ~· Sefore it 

may approve any chanqe increasing the rate or rates for 

utility s?rvice in a schedule generally affecting consumers 

in a utility•s ser~ice area or before any change may become 

~tjve due to the passage of 2 ~ mantb~• the commission 

shall publish a notice of the proposed change, conforming to 

the r~quirements of section 82-4209(2) in one or more 

n~wspap~rs nubl ished and of qeneral circulation within the 

area affected by the proposed change. This notice shall 

-2- H8 352 
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announce a hearinq on the p~oposed change and shall inform 

interested persons how they say petition the commission to 

becoll~ part h>s to the hearing. The COIII111i ss ion shall proceed 

to conduct the hearing under the Hpotana Administrative 

Procedure Act. fhe final decisjon of the co .. jssign jn any 

.ast:t.t.e.r decided after a heariru;, e;onducted pursuant. tg -1.b..i,i 

~go shall conform to the requirements of • decjsion jn a 

~~ed case under the Mgntana Adajnjstratjye Prgcedyre 

~ The consumer counsel say in his discretion petition to 

become a party to the hearing. 

~otwithstanding any provision of this Title to the 

contrary, apd nptwitbstand!ng the exjstence of and 

autngrjzatjoa ~e_oftjce of cpnsuwer counsel, ~*+neT 

1'• di!e+t?ott-oi'~he e-•i ss I on in any -'ti:et"--eee+dett- eftet' e 

15 heet"+ftg--eend~e~~wuewt ~· ~his-see~ shell eonfot"m ~· 

lb ~he-l"t!<:!l:t+re~~- dee isiet'l in e emo~es~ed-e-ase-aftdet'-~e 

17 •e.+n+s~e~-~edare-~. the rates. tollsw or charges 

18 ~ forth jn any scbe4ule hereafter filed ~jth the 

19 CQM j 54 ion pursuant t.o 

20 and be lawful ratei• toll$• or charge$ fgr the utility 

21 ~~ reoaered b i months after tbe date upon wbjch tbe 

22 schedyle was fjled or upon cpmejssion approyal. whichever 

23 shall occur fjrst; prgvjdgdr bowgygr. that jf the rates, 

2~ ~L-QL cnarge$ become gffectjxe becau§e of the pas§agg gf 

25 6 ~months' time• the ceyeoues cgllgcted thereunder shall be 

-3- HE\ 3'52 
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~ct tg rebate~ PLUS INTEREST AT THE RATE OF 10% PER 

X~ to the extent that tbe rates. tgJJs, or charge$ 

ultjaately apprgyed by the co•mjssjpn jn its fjnal decjs;oo 

produce reyenyes wbjcb pre 1ft$i than those coJJected under 

~ filed $Chgdylgs 9 The co..-ission may temporarily approve 

an increase pending a hearinq and final decision. If the 

final decision is to disapprove the increase the commission 

shall order a rebate to all consumers for the amount 

coJlected retroactive to the date of the teaporary 

approval.• 

Section 2. Effective date. This act is effective upon 

its passage and approval. 

-End-

-4- HB 35~ 



March 11, 1977 

STANDING COMMITTEE REPORT 
Senate Committee on Judiciary 

That House Bill No. 352, third reading, be amended as follows: 

1. Amend title, line 8. 
Following: 11 

; 
11 

Strike: "AND PROVIDING AN IMMEDIATE EFFECTIVE DATE" 
Insert: "SUBJECT TO REBATE WITH INTEREST" 

2. Amend page 4, section 2, lines 11 and 12. 
Following: line 10 
Strike: section 2 in its entirety 



March 14, 1977 

SENATE 
COMMITTEE OF THE WHOLE 

That House Bill No. 352 be amended as follows: 

1. Amend page 3, section 1, line 22. 
Following: "schedule" 
Strike: "was" 
Insert: "and necessary supportive papers were" 



March 15, 1977 

SENATE 
COMMITTEE OF THE WHOLE 

That House Bill No. 352, be amended as follows: 

1. Amend amendment No. 1. 
Strike: amendment No. 1 in its entirety 

2. Amend page 3, section l, line 22. 
Following: "filed" 
Insert: "under the rules of practice and procedure for filing as 

adopted by the commission" 
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HOUSE BILL NO. 352 

INTRODUCED BY SCULLY 

A Bill FOR AN ACT ENTITLED: •AN ACT TO AMEND SECTION 

7u-ll3t RoCoM• l941t TO HAKE EFFECTIVE RATES IN SCHEDULES OR 

CONTRACTS FILED loiiTH THE PUBLIC SERVICE CllMIHSSIOi~ 6 2 

MONTHS AFTER FILING OR UPON COMMISSION ACTION, WHICHEVER 

uCCURS fiRST: AN9--f88¥f&ttii *H -IMKE9i6f£=f~ftY£~E 

SUBJECT TO REBATE HITH INTEREST.• 

BE IT ENACTED BY THE LEGISLATURE Of THE STATE OF MONTANA: 

Section lo Section 10-113o R.C.K. 1947, is a~ended to 

read as follows: 

•7D-ll3o Schedules of rateso tolls and charges. Every 

public utility shall file with the commission, within a time 

fixed by the coamission, schedules which shall be open to 

public inspection. showing all rates, tolls, and charges 

which it has establ ishedo and which are in force at the 

time, for any service performed by it within the state, or 

tor any service in connection therewith• or performed by any 

public utility controlled or operated by it. The rates, 

tolls, and charges shown on such schedules shall not exceed 

the rates, tolls, and charqes in force at the time of 

passage of this act. every public utility shall file with, 

and as a part of such schedule, all rules and regulations 
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"that in any manner affect t.he rates charged or to be charged 

tor any service. A co~y of so ~ch of said schedule as the 

commission shall deem necessary for the use of the public 

shall be printed in plain type, and kept on file in every 

station or office of such public utility, where payments are 

made by the consumers or users, open to the public, in such 

for~ and place as to be readily accessible to the publico 

and as can be conveniently inspected. 

When a schedule of joint rates or charges is or may be 

in force between two or more public utilities. such schedule 

shall in 1 ike manner be printed and filed with the 

com•ission, and so MUCh thereof as the commission shall dee~ 

necessary for the use of the public shall be filed in every 

such station or office as prescribed in the first paragraph 

of this section. 

No change shall thereafter be •ade in any schedule, 

including schedules of joint rates, except as approved by 

the com•ission or upgn the passage pf ~ ~ ~· Before it 

may approve any chanqe increasing the rate or rates for 

utility service in a schedule generally affecting consumers 

in a utility•s service area or before any change may become 

~~~dye t~ the passage of~~~· the co~mission 

shall publish a notice of the proposed change. conforming to 

the require~ents of section 82-4209(2) in one or more 

newspapers published and of general circulation within the 

-2- HB 352 
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area affected ty the proposed change. This notice shall 

announce a heari nq on toe proposed change and shall infor111 

interasted persons ho~ they may petition the com~ission to 

beco~e parties to the bearing. The co~mission shalt proceed 

to conduct the hea~ing under the ~na ~dministrative 

P~ocedure Act. ~final decjsjon of the com•jssjoo in any 

.BJ.U.t&L-11«i.J:Iw:t_aft.ii:t.__.a hearing c2illlllt..t.!UI .... lll1U.ItliD.L.t.!Lthis. 

~po sball conform to the requirements. of a de~go_in_a 

contested cas.e unaer the Montana Adejnjst~~fL~e 

A~ The consumer counsel may in his discretion petition to 

becoae a party to the hearing. 

;;otwithstanding any provision of this Title to the 

contrary. and oqtwjths.tandjng tbe ~xjstence of and 

~~bQLl~tion for the offjce pf cpnsueer cpynsels ~fte--~ftft+ 

deeH~I't--ef'--~he--eoe.+ss~+ft-e!'l'f~~ .. -.tt.e+ded-si'~r-1!1 

besP+n~-eendue~ed-pHt'euen~-~e-t~e-see~~en-ebe++-eeft+&rm--~1!1 

17 tbe-t'~H~~e.e~s-s+-s-dee~s~on-~s-e&fttee~d-esee-ander-tbe 

ld ~dm+n~e~t'l!lt~we--~eedut'e--AetY the rates. ~~....QL....~~ 

19 _:;.IU,___{_gJ:.tlL....ln any sclli:!htliL......bereafter ....f.ilwl __ ....ltiliL __ tbe 

zo ~li;IIE.is..s.ioo pursyant.........J;.o....~M.llon :;.hall beco.m!L.ef~e 

21 .awi..J!e lawful rate.s..L-t.oll.s.• or charges f.oL_~yt il i ty 

z<:: .s.u'LiU'. __ utw.l~ 2 :t. mWlt.hL~L.UJ~~LLw.b.~t..be 

l3 .s.kb~!LIIA2 ti*ltfffHS5ilt8¥-!i!:tfP6#H¥f~f]S~Mf:B.f. il~ tia.d 

lit .l.LI!iQf.B._lli~Ul.ES Of PKAU.ll£ AND PBil.t.fOtJRE fDILtlU~i 

£5 A~tl~~L~~--~~llll~--~~--=uull®_~=~~ 
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MUikll~~L :;.ball pc~r first; provided. hpMever• tha..t.....it....t..be 

LiU.e.:i.L-t..olJ..:i..1....2L....kbsU.~~~dl.l!!L.-l1~a.u.s.Jl--of............t..b 

.Q.illi.5..il~-....2f ~ ~ IIQOths' tjl!eo thg U~~~~ 

~~~®~L....WML~~~~~~~~~Lll__~ 

.&UL.....Llt...........lla~~tAB..o. .t.o.......t.b.IL extent tll.a.Lth!L.U.te~JU.l.s..o. 

J.ll.....~g.es......ullill.iltJI:4~~L.JllUHL......tl_y_......t.b.e c: o•m i s s...il:m_.i!J.__il.s. 

.1in.U-~tition __ .Q.HI.OLI..I:IL....L~ues whictLsU.e......bls..s......tllsm thqse 

~Qll.e.ul:..ILllwleL.....tb.e-1iled schedule:;.. The co1111ission may 

temporarily approve an increase pending d hearing and final 

decision. If the final decision is to disanprove the 

increase the com•ission shall order a rebate to all 

consumers for the a.aunt collected retroactive to the date 

of the te•porary approval.• 

5eet1-MI-i!w---f+f'eet+we---eet,..-TM<t-t~et-~~-~~+we-pon 

1-~e-p~~~-snd-&ppt'PWe+Y 

-End-
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1 HOUSE BILL NO. 352 

2 INTRODUCED BY SCULLY 

3 

4 A BILL FOR AN ACT ENTITLED: "AN ACT TO AMEND SECTION 

5 70-113, R.C.Ho 1947, TO MAKE EFFECTIVE RATES IN SCHEDULES OR 

b CONTRACTS FfLED WITH THE PUBLIC SERVICE COMMISSION 6 ~ 

7 MONTHS AFTEK FILING DR UPON COMMISSION AC~ION, WHICHEVER 

8 OCCURS FIRS~ i ..rsN9= fJM!Y+&ft!fi=-=""'=fMM£ftfM£=ffffHf'ff=&6ff 

9 5YBdf£J-f9=RfB6fE=Wffti=tNfER£5f ANQ PROYIQING AN IHHEDIATE 

10 ~IIYE QATE.• 

ll 

12 BE IT ENACTED BY THE LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF MONTANA: 

13 Section 1. Section 70=113, R.C.H. 1947• is amended to 

14 read as follows: 

15 •70-113. Schedules of rates, tolls and charqes. Every 

16 public utility shall file with the commission, within a time 

17 fixed by the commission, schedules which shall be open to 

18 public inspection, showinq all rates, tolls, and charges 

19 which it has established• and which are in force at the 

20 time, for any service performed by it within the state, or 

21 for any service in connection therewith, or performed by any 

22 public utility controlled or operated by it. The rates, 

23 tolls, 3nd charges shown on such schedules shall not exceed 

24 the rates, tolls, and charges in force at the time of 

25 p3ssa1e of this act. Every public utility shall file with, 
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and ~s a part of such schedule, all rules and regulations 

that in any manner affect the rates charged or to be charged 

for any service. A copy of so much of said schedule as the 

commission shall deem necessary for the use of the public 

shall be printed in plain type, and kept on file in every 

station or office of such public utility. where payments are 

made by the consumers or userso open to the publico in such 

form and place as to be readily accessible to the public, 

and as can be conveniently inspected. 

When a schedule of joint rates or charges is or may be 

in force between two or more public utilities, such schedule 

shall in like manner be printed and filed with the 

commission, and so much thereof as the co.mission shall deem 

necessary for the use of the public shall be filed in every 

such station or office as prescribed in the first paragraph 

of this section. 

No change shall thereafter be •ade in any schedule• 

including schedules of joint rates, except as approved by 

the commission or ypon the pas5age of b 2 ~. Before it 

may approve any change increasing the rate or rates for 

utility service in a schedule generally affecting consu•ers 

in a utility•s service area~ before any change may become 

effectjye due to the passage of~ 2 ~. the commission 

shall publish a notice of the proposed chanqe, conforming to 

the requirements of s~ction 62-4209(2) in one o,- more 
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newspapers published and of general circulation within the 

area affected by the proposed change. This notice shall 

announce a hearing on the proposed chanqe and shall i nfonn 

interested persons how they •ay petition the commission to 

become parties to the hearing. The co~ission shall proceed 

to conduct the hearing under the Montana Administrative 

Procedure Act. The final decjsjon of the commjssjon jo any 

matter decjded after a hearing conducted pursuant to thjs 

section shall cpnfore to the requ;rements of a decision jn a 

contested ca$e under the Kgntana Admjnjstratjye Procedure 

~ The consumer counsel •ay in his discretion petition to 

become a party to the hearing. 

Notwithstanding any provision of this Title to the 

contrary, and notwithstanding the existence of and 

authorization for the offjce pf cposyeer counsel,~~ 

dee+~+&n-e+-~he-eo.a+~~&n-+~y--met~~deeided ef~~-e 

heer+ft~--eeftd6e~ed-p~~~e"~~~~e~+&n ~hell eo"~er~ 

~he-~qu+~eme"~~-o~-e-dee+~+ft-e-ee"~~ed-e~~~ 

19 Adm~+~t~~+we-~edtire-~• the rates. tolls, or charges 

20 set forth jn any schedule hereafter filed wjth the 

21 com•jssjon pursyant to tbjs section shall become ettectiye 

22 and be lqwfyl rates, tolls, or charges for.tbe utjljty 

23 seryjce rendered ~ ~ months after the date upon whjch the 

24 scbedyle we, AN&=Nfff55Aft¥-SY¥P9ftffVf=f$P£ft5cW£ftf ~ ~ 

25 UNQER THE RULES OF PRACTICE ANQ PROCEQURE fQR ElliNG AS 
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whicbeygr shall gccur fjr$ti proyjded. boweyer. that if the 

rates. tolls, or charges become effectjye because cf the 

passage pf ~ ~ ~· time. tbe revenues collected 

thereunder shall be sybject to rebate• PLUS INTEREST AT THE 

BATE Of lOt PER YEARo to the extent that the rates. t~ 

or charges ultimately apprgyed by the commjssjon jn jts 

£ina] decjsjoo prgduee reyenyes wbjch are Jess than tbgse 

collected yoder the fjled schedules. The commission may 

te~porarily approve an increase pending a hearing and final 

decision. If the final decision is to disapprove the 

increase the commission shall order a rebate to all 

consumers for the amount collected retroactive to the date 

of the temporary approval." 

See~+o~r---E~fe~.e-d~~~-~-+s-effe~tioe~ 

+~s-pe~~ege-a"d-~p~owe._ 

SECTION z. EFFECTIVE QATE. THIS ACT IS EFFECTIVE UPQN 

ITS PASSAGE ANP APPROVAL. 

-End-
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