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AISTORICAL SOCIETY TO ESTABLISH l///;ROGRlB FCH E

PRESERVATIOF OF SELECTED GHCST TOWNS;” FUNDING THE PRCGRANM.™

BE IT ENACTED BY THE LEGISLATOURE OF THE STATE CF MONTANA:

Section 1. Policy. The Montara legislature finds that
the =many ghost towﬁs in the state are rapidly disappearing
due to vandalism, souvenir hunting, and cther human causes
and declares that the identification and preservaticn of a
selected few of these historic sites would be in the public
interest and the spirit of section 4, Article IX of the
Montana comrstitution. Such sites recall the nmineral riches
of the territorial period and their role in brimging the
second influx of Erglish-speaking persons into Montapa and
the first who permanently settled here, The purpose of this
act is to experiment with modest tax incehtives apd a small
appropriation for administration (not for restoratiom of
buildings or land acquisition) to determine whether by this
means the state can encourage the private sector to esalate
the program of presecrvation and restoraticn at Bamnack aand
other old mining camps before they have disappeared.

Section 2, Definitions., As used in this act, the
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folloving definitions apply:

(1) "Buildings which are not occupied™ means bunildings
constructed before 1900 which are not used for residential,
cosmercial, or industrial purposes. Use of a building as a
nuseum or historic site to which persons may be admitted
upon payment of a fee is not a commercial purpose. Living
in a building intermittently during a season, such as a
cabin used on suasmer weekends or hunting trips, is not a
residential purpose.

(2) *"Ghost town"™ means a town or village settled
between 1863 and 1900, origimally as a consequence of
mineral developwent, in which the remaining stroctures in
the area designated urder this act are primarily buildings
which are not occupjed. The area designated shall be
designated by wmetes and bounds and may be a portion of the
town and exclude wmodern structures and mobile homes
incongruous with the historical guality of the towa,

t3) “Ghost town preéettation systea™ means che Or BOTe
ghost tovns designated under this act to be preserved, under
private auspices with encourageaent from the state, as a
representative sample of Montana ghost towns.

Section 3. Authority —_— Nontana ghost town
preservation system. The board of trustees of the Montana
Historical Society may designate one or more ghost towns as

arits of the Montana ghost town preservation systes upon
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compliance with the following measures:

{1} Ten or score persons, including at 1least one who
resides or owns property within the ghost town shall sign
and submit to the society a petition for designation.

{2) Following nctice by newspaper publicaticon in a
daily newspaper in general circulation in the area and by
posting in at least two publicly visible places within the
ghost town, the department of community affairs shall
conduct a public hearing in the seat of the county where the
ghost town is sitnated. The purpose of the hearing is to
elicit the views of 1local citizens and local government
officials on the merits of including the ghost +town within
the system. The departsent shall electronically record the
hearing and prepare a sumsary for the historical society,
but need not prepare a wverbatis tramscript.

{3) The director of the historical society shall
prepare a study of the historical significance of the ghost
tovn., He may direct a smember of the society's staff tc
prepare this study or may contract for its preparation. .

(4} The director of the historical society shall
report to the Dhistorical society opon the feasibility of
assuring a reasconable degree of physical preservation, in
its existing state, of the ghost town.

{5} UOpon consideration cof the foregoing reports, if it

appears that there is local sentiment in favor of preserwving
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the ghost town, including a majority o~ favorable seantiment
on the part of its permanent residents (if any), that the
ghost town has historical significance, and that the ghost
town can be maintained in a state of reasonable
preservation, the board of trustees may by resolution adéd
the ghost town to the system. 1f the board of trustees
rejects a ©petiticn on the grounds that it fails to meet
these criteria, another petition may mot be subaitted f£fcor
designation of that ghost town for 1 year thereafter. An
aggrieved party may appeal the decision of the board to the
district court for the judicial district in which the ghost
town is located,

{€) The board of trustees may add no wore than 10
ghost towns to the system pricr to July 1, 1979, of which no
sore than three may be in any single county. The director of
the historical society, with approval of the board, shall
report to the 46th legislature on the effectiveness of this
act.

Section 4. There is a mew B.C.N. section in Title B4,
chapter 2, that reads as follovs:

Certain ghost town properties exempt froa property tax.
Buildings within an area designated as part of the Montana
ghost town preservation system which are not occurpied, as
defined in [section 2 of this act] and the lots upcn which

such buvildings are situated are exeept from taxation.
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Section 5. Appropriation — reisbursement. (1) There
is appropriated to the Montana historical society, from the
ipcome from the trust and legacy fund established under
84-1319 for the purpose of parks and historic sites
acquisition, the sum of $25,000 for the biennium ending June
30, 1979, for +the purposes set forth in this act. The
director of the bistorical society shall reimburse the
departsent of comaunity affairs for its expenses incurred
under [section 3 of this act].

—~End—
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STATE OF MONTANA
RLGUEST NO. 54577
FISCAL NOTE o

Form BD-15

In compliance with a written request received ___February 16___ 19 77, there is hereby submitted a Fiscal Note
for __...._House Bill 311

e pUrsuant to Chapter 53, Laws of Montana, 1965 - Thirty-Ninth L. yislative Assembly.
Background information used in developing this Fiscal Note is available from the Office of Budget and Program Pl nning, to members
of the Legislature upon request.

DESCRIPTION OF PROPOSED LEGISLATION:

House Bill 311 is an act authorizing the Montana Historical Society to establish a program for the preservation of selected
ghost towns. A property tax exemption would provide incentive for owners to preserve designated ghost towns.

ASSUMPTIONS:

1. The Society will review each of the more than 100 ghost towns in the state and set priorities for preservation.
2. Selected towns, 10 to 15 in number, would require detailed preparation of historical data and preparation of a study
of historical significance.

FISCAL IMPACT:

it will cost the Historical Society the following amounts to prepare the studies and recommendations:

o
FY 1978 FY 1979

Personal Services $ 4,800 $5,000

Operating expenses 6,650 5,300

Equipment 400 250
$11,850° $10.550

LOCAL IMPACT:

Designated ghost towns will be exempted from property taxes. 1t does not appear that any government unit will be
significantly affected.

Mwﬂmoz-z_wo _
BUDGET DIRECTOR ﬁo
e

Office of Budget and Program Planning
Date: _ -3 ~»27
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Approved by Committee
on Natursl Resources
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HISTORICAL SOCIETY TO ESTABLISH l///gROGRA! FQR

PRESERVATION OF SELECTED GHOST TOWNS;” FUEDING THE PROGRAHN.™

BE IT ENACTED BY THE LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE CF MONTANA:

Section 1. Policy. The Hontana legislature finds that
the many ghost towns in the state are rapidly disappearing
due to vandalisa, souvenir hunting, and cther husan causes
and declares that the identification and preservation of a
selected few of these historic sites would be in the public
interest and the spirit of section &, Article II of the
Montana constitution. Such sites recall the aineral riches
of the territorial period and their role in bringing the
second influx of English-speaking perscns into Montana aad
the first who perlahently settled here, The purpose of this
act is to experisent with msodest tax lincentives apd a s»all
appropriation for adainistration (anot for restoration of
buildings or land acquisition) to determine whether by this
means the state can encourage the grivate sector to emulate
the program of preservatior and restoraticm at Bamnack and
other old aining casps before they have disappeared.

Section 2. Definitions, As used in this act, the
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following definitions apply:

(1) "Buildings which are not occupied" means buildings
constructed before 1900 which are not used for residential,
coemarcial, or industrial purposes. Use of a building as a
museum or historic site to which persons say be admitted
upon payment of a fee is not a commercial purpose. Living
in a building intermittently during a season, such as a
cabin used on sum@er veekends or hunting trips, is oot a
residential purpose.

(2) “Ghost to'ni means a town or village settled
between 1863 and 1900, 6riqina11y as a consegquence of
mineral develcopment, in which the remaining structares Iin
the area designated under this act are ﬁ:harily buildings
which are mnot occupied. The area designated shall be
designated by metes and bounds and may be a porticm of the
town and exclude wmodern structures and mobile homes
incongruous with the historical quality of the town.

{3) vGhost town preservation system® means one Or BOIe
ghost towns designated under this act to be preserved, under
private auspices with encouragesment from the state, as a
representative sample of Montama ghost towns.

Section 3. Authority -— Hontana ghost town
preservation systesm. The board of trustees of the Montana
Historical Society may designate ome or sore ghast towns as

units of the Montana ghost town preservation system upon
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compliance with the following measures:

{1) Ten or more persons, including at least one who
resides or owns property within the ghest town shall sign
and submit to the society a petition for designation.

(2) Following notice by newspaper publication im a
daily newspaper in general circulation ip the area and by
posting in at least two publicly visible places within the
ghost town, the department of community affairs shall
conduct a public hearing in the seat of the coonty where the
ghost town is situated. The purpose of the bearing is to
elicit the views of local citizens and local govermsent
officials on the merits of including the ghost towe within
the systesm. The department shall electronically record the
bearing and prepare a samsary for the bkhistorical society,
but need not prepare a verbatis transcript.

(3) The director of the historical society shall
prepare a study of the historical significance of the ghost
town, He wmay direct a member of the society's staff to
prepare this study or may contract for its preparation.

{4) The director of the historical society shall
report to the historical society upon the feasibility of
assaring a reasonable degree of physical preservation, irc
its existing state, of the ghost town,

{5} Upon considerationm of the foregoing reports, if it

appears that there is local sentiment in favor of preserving
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the ghost town, including a majority of favorable sentiment
on the part of its permanent residents (if any), that the
ghost town bhas historical significance, and that the ghost
town can be saintained in a state of reasonable
preservation, the ©board of trustees may by resolution add
the ghost town to the system. If the board of trostees
rejects a petition on the grounds that it fails to meet
these criteria, another petition may not be subaitted for
designation of ¢that ghost town for 1 year thereafter. An
aggrieved party may appeal the decision of the board to the
district court for the judicial district in which the ghost
tovn is located.

{6} The board of trustees may add no wmore than 10
ghost towns to the system prior to July 1, 1979, of whichk no
more than three may be in any single county. The director of
the historical society, with approval of the board, shall
report to the 86th legislature on the effectiveness of this
act.

Section 4. There is a mevw R.C.A. section in Title 84,
chapter 2, that reads as follous:

Certain ghost town properties exeapt from property tax.
Buildings withie an area designated as part of the Noatana
ghost town preservation system which are not cccugpied, as
defined in {section 2 of this act) and the lots upom which

such bnildings are situated are exempt from taxatiocn.
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Section 5, Appropriation —— reisbursesent, (1} There
is appropriated to the Montapa historical society, from the
income from the +trust and legacy fund established under
84-1319 for the purpose of parks and historic sites
acquisition, the sum of $25,000 for the biennium ending June
30, 1979, for the purposes set forth in this act. The
directer of the historical society shall reimburse the
department of comaunity affairs for its expenses incurred
under [section 3 of this act].

—End-
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)
AISTOBRICAL SOCIBTY T0 ESTABLISH l///bBOGRB! FOB

PRESERVATION OF SELECTED GHCST TOWNS;” FONDING THE PROGRAN.™

BE IT ENACTED BY THE LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE CF MONTARA:

Section 1. Policy. The Montana legislature finds that
the wsany ghost towns in the state are rapidly disappeariag
due to vandalisa, souvenir'hnﬁting, and other human causes
and declares that the identification and preservation of a
selected few of these historic sites woald be in the public
interest and the spirit of section &, article IX of the
Rontana comstitution. Such sites recall the =mineral riches
of the territorial period ard their role im bringing the
second influx of Emglish—speaking persoas intc Montapa and
the first who petlahently settled here. The purpose of this
act is to experineht vith acdest tax incentives apd a small
aﬁptopriation for adsministration (not for restoration of
buildings or lamnd acquisition) to determime whether by this
means the state can encourage the private sector to emulate
the program of preservation and restoraticm at Bannack and
other old mining camps before they have disappeared.

Section 2. Definitions. As used in this act, the
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following definitions apply:

{1) *"Buildings which are not occupied®™ means buildings
constructed before 1900 which are not used for residential,
compercial, or industrial purposes, Use of a building as a
museuar or historic site to which persons aay be adzitted
upon payment of a fee is not a commercial parpose. Living
in a bwuilding intermittently daring a season, such as a
cabin used on susmer wveekends or hunting trips, is not a
residential purpose.

{2) "“Ghost totni means a tovn or village settled
betveen 1863 and 1900, originally as a consequence of
nineral developsent, in which the resaining =trectures in
the area dJdesignated under this act are primarily buildings
which are mnot occupied. The area dJdesignated shall be
designated by setes and bounds and may be & portiom cof the
town and exclude modern structures and mobile homes
incongruous with the historical guality of the towan.

{3) "Ghost town preﬁervation systea™ means ohe Oor more
ghost towns desigpated under this act to be preserved, under
private auspices withk encouragesent from the state, as a
representative sample of Montana ghost towns.

Section 3. Authority —_— Montana ahost town
preservation systes. The board of trustees of the Montama
Bistorical Society may designate ome or sore ghost towns as

units of the Montana ghost town preservation system upon
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compliance with the following seasures:

t1} Ten or more persons, including at least one who
resides or owns ¢property within the gbest town shall sign
and submit to the society a petition for designation.

{2) Following notice by newspaper publication in a
daily newspaper im general circalation in the area and by
posting in at least twoc publicly visible places within +the
ghost town, the department of comeunity affairs shall
conduct a public hearing in the seat of the couaty where the
ghost towa is sitoated. The purpose of the hearing is to
elicit <the views of local citizens and local governament
officials on the merits of including the ghost towe within
the systea. The department shall electronically record the
hearing and prepare a suasary for the historical society,
but need not prepare a vétﬁatin trapscript.

{(3) The director of the historical society shall
prepare a study of the historical significance of the ghost
town. He may direct a mesber of the society's staff tc
prepare this study or may contract for its preparation.

{8) The director of the historical society shall
report to the historical society upon the feasibility of
assuring a reasonable degree of physical preservation, in
its existing state, of the ghost town.

{5) ©Upon consideration of the foregoing reports, if it

appears that there is local sentiment in favor of preserving
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the ghost town, including a majority of favorable sentiment
on the part of its permanent residents {if aay}, that the
ghost town has historical significance, apd that the ghost
town can be wma2intained in a state of reasonable
preservation, the board of trustees may by resolution add
the ghost towa to the system. If the board of trustees
rejects a petition on the grounds that it fails to meet
these criteria, another petition wmay not be submitted for
designation of that ghost tows for 1 year thereafter. An
aggrieved party may appeal the decision of the board to the
district court for the jndicial district in which the ghost
town is located.

(6) The board of trustees may add no wmore than 10
ghost towns to the system prior to July 1, 1979, of which no
more than three may be in any single county. The director of
the historical society, with approval of the board, shall
report to the 46th legislature on the effectiveness of this
act.

Section 4, There is a mev R.C.H. section in Title B4,
chapter 2, that reads as follows:

Certain ghost town properties exempt from property tax.
Buildings within an area designated as part of the Montana
ghost town preservation systes which are not occupied, as
defined in [section 2 of this act] and the lots upom which

such baildings are situated are exespt fros taxation.
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Section 5., Appropriaticn -— reimbursement, (1) There
is appropriated to the Montana histcrical society, from the
income from the +trust and legacy fund established under
84-1319 for the purpose of parks and historic sites
acquisition, the som of $25,000 for the biennium ending June
30, 1979, for the purposes set forth in this act. The
dicrector of the historical society shall reimburse the
department of community affairs for its expenses incorred
under [section 3 of this act].

-End~-
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