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5 SOCIRTI TO ESTABLISH l~ROGBA! 
PBESEBV&TIOH OF SELECTED GHOST TOiRS; lDHDIIG TB! PBOGBJ.!. • 

HISTOIIIClL POll 

6 

7 

8 BE IT EMACTED BY THE LEGISLATURE OP THE STATE CP !ONTlll: 

9 Section 1. Policy. The !ontaaa legislature finds that 

10 the aany ghost towns in the state are rapidly disappearing 

11 due to vandalisa, souvenir hunting, and ether huaan causes 

12 and declares that the identification and preservation of a 

1 3 selected few of these historic sites would be in the public 

111 interest and the spirit of section -. Article II of the 

15 ~ontana constitution. Such sites recall the aineral riches 

16 of the territorial period and their role in briDging the 

l7 second influx of English-speaking persons into Bontana and 

18 the first vho peraanently settled here, The purpose of this 

19 act is to experiaent with aodest tax incentives and a saall 

20 appropriation for adsinistration (not for restoration of 

21 buildings or land acquisition) to detersine whether by this 

22 means the state can encourage the Frivate sector to esulate 

23 the proqras of preservation and restoration at Bannack and 

211 other old sining caaps before they have disappeared. 

25 section 2. Definitions. &s used in tbis act, the 
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following definitions apply: 

(1) "Buildings which are not occupied" seans buildings 

constructed before 1900 vhich are not used for residential, 

cowwercial, or industrial purposes. Use of a building as a 

wuseus or historic site to vhich persons say be adaitted 

upon payaent of a fee is not a cos11ercial purpose. Living 

in a building intersi ttentl y during a season, such as a 

cabin used on suwser weekends or hunting trips, is not a 

residential purpose. 

(2) •Ghost town• aeans a tovn or village settled 

between 1863 and 1900, originally as a consequence of 

•ineral dewelopsent, in which the reaaining structures in 

the area designated under this act are priiarily buildings 

which are not occupied. The area designated shall be 

designated by setes and bounds and say be a portion of the 

tovn and exclude sodern structures and •obile ho•es 

incongruous with the historical quality of the town. 

(3) •Ghost tovu preserwation syste•" •eans one or sore 

ghost tovns designated under this act to be preserved, under 

private auspices with encouraqesent fro• the state, as a 

representative sasple of eontana ghost towns. 

section 3. authority Bontana ghost tovn 

preservation systes. The board of trustees of the eontana 

Historical Society say designate one or wore gbost tovns as 

units of the eontaua ghost town preservation syste• upon 

-2-

1//3:3// 



2 

3 

II 

5 

6 

7 

8 

9 

10 

11 

12 

13 

111 

15 

16 

17 

18 

19 

20 

21 

22 

23 

211 

25 

I.C 0196j01 

coapliance with the following aeasures: 

(1) Ten or •ore persons, including at least one ~ho 

resides or owns property within the ghost town skall sign 

and sub•it to the society a petition for designation. 

(21 Following notice by newspaper pu~lication in a 

daily newspaper in general circulation in the area and by 

posting in at least two publicly visible places within the 

ghost town, the departaent of coaaunity affairs shall 

conduct a public hearing in the seat of the county where the 

ghost town is situated. The purpose of the hearing is to 

elicit the views of local citizens and local govern•ent 

officials on the •erits of including the ghost town within 

the systea. The depart.ent shall electronically record the 

hearing and prepare a suaaary for the historical society, 

but need not prepare a verbati• transcript. 

(3) The director of the historical society shall 

prepare a study of the historical significance of the ghost 

town. He aay direct a •e•ber of the society's staff to 

prepare this study or •ay contract for its preparation. 

(4) The director of the historical society shall 

report to the historical society upon the feasitility of 

assuring a reasonable degree of physical preservation, in 

its eristing state, of the ghost town. 

(5) Opon consideration of the foregoing reports, if it 

appears that there is local sentiaent in favor of preserving 
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the ghost town, including a •ajority a~ favorable senti•ent 

on the part of its peraanent residents (if any), that the 

ghost tovn bas historical significance, and that the ghost 

tovn can be •aintained in a state of reasonable 

preservation, the board of trustees aay by resolution add 

the ghost town to the systea. If the board of trustees 

rejects a petition on the grounds that it fails to •eet 

these criteria, another petition •ay not be sub•itted fer 

designation of that ghost town for 1 year thereafter. An 

aggrieved party aay appeal the decision of the board to the 

district court for the judicial district in which the ghost 

town is located. 

(6) ~he board of trustees aay add no vore than 10 

ghost towns to the syste• prior to July 1, t979, of which no 

vore than three •ay be in any single county. The director of 

the historical society, with approval of tbe board, shall 

report to the ll6th legislature on the effectiveness of tbis 

act. 

Section II, There is a new R.c.". section in Title 811, 

chapter 2, that reads as follows: 

Certain ghost town properties exe•pt fro• property tar. 

Buildings vitbin an area designated as part of the !ontana 

ghost tovn preserYation systea vhicb are not occupied, as 

defined in [section 2 of this act] and the lots upon which 

such buildings are situated are ereapt fro• taratioo. 
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section 5. Appropriation rei•burse•ent. (1) There 

2 is appropriated to the aontana historical society, fro• the 

3 incoae fro• the trust and legacy fund established under 

4 8~1319 for the purpose of parks and historic sites 

5 acquisition, the sa• of !25,000 for the biennia• ending June 

6 30, 1979, for the purposes set forth in this act. The 

7 director of the historical society shall rei•borse the 

B departaent of coa•unity affairs for its expenses incurred 

9 under [section 3 of this act]. 

-End-
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STATE Of MONTANA 
REQUEST NO. 545-77 

FISCAL NOTE .,.., 

Forlll J)f)-15 

--------·--------------·-----------·----------
In compliance with a written request received __ _f~J:>Ll:'M.Ll6 _________ , 19 JL ... , there is hereby submitted a Fiscal Note 

for ___ . _____ f:l~~~': _B_i!I_J!~~--·------ pursuant to Chapter 53, Laws of Montana, 1965 ·Thirty-Ninth L tJISiative Assembly, 

Background information used in developing this Fiscal Note is available from the Office of Budget and Progrdm Pl. :1ning, to mernbers 

of the Legislature upon request. 

DESCRIPTION OF PROPOSED LEGISLATION: 

House Bill 311 is an act authorizing the Montana Historical Society to establish a program for the preservation of selected 
ghost towns. A property tax exemption would provide incentive for owners to preserve designated ghost towns. 

ASSUMPTIONS: 

1. The Society will review each of the more than 100 ghost towns in the state and set priorities for preservation. 

2. Selected towns, 10 to 15 in number, would require detailed preparation of historical data and preparation of a study 

of historical significance. 

FISCAL IMPACT: 

It will cost the Historical Society the following amounts to prepare the studies and recommendations: 

LOCAL IMPACT: 

Personal Services 

Operating expenses 

Equipment 

FY 1978 

$ 4,800 

6,650 

400 

$11,850 

FY 1979 

$5,000 

5,300 

250 

$10,550 

Designated ghost towns will be exempted from propertY taxes. It does not appear that any government unit will be 

significantly affected. 

Office of Budget and Program Planning 

Date: -~4. ""} ~?_7 _____ _ 
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HISTORICAL 

Approved by Committee 
on Natur~l Resources 

SOCIETY TO ESTABLISH A~ROGRA! 
PRESERVATIOH OF SELECTED GHOST TOWNS; FUIDIHG THE PROGRl!l. • 

BE IT ENACTED BY THE LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE CF !OHTABA: 

section 1. Policy. The Bontana legislature finds that 

the aany ghost towns in the state are rapidly disappearing 

due to vandalisa, souvenir hunting, and other hu•an causes 

and declares that the identificatiou aad preservation of a 

selected few of these historic sites would be in the public 

interest and the spirit of section •• Article II of the 

!lantana constitution. such sites recall the aineral riches 

of the territorial period and their role in bringing the 

second influx of English-speaking persons into !ontana and 

the first who peraanently settled here. The purpose of this 

act is to experiaent with aodest tax incentives and a saall 

appropriation for adainistration (not for restoration of 

buildings or land acquisition) to deteraine whether by this 

means the state can encourage the ~riYate sector to e•ulate 

the pcograa of preservation and restoration at Bannack and 

other old aining caaps before they have disappeared. 

Section 2. Defiuitions. As used in this act, the 
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following definitions apply: 

(1) Kfiuildings which are not occupied• aeans buildings 

constructed before 1900 which are not used for residential, 

coaaercial, or industrial purposes. Use of a building as a 

auseua or historic site to which persons aay be adaitted 

upon payment of a fee is not a co•aercial purpose. Living 

in a building intermittently during a season, such as a 

cabin used on suaaer weekends or hunting trips, is not a 

residential purpose. 

(2) •Ghost town• aeans a town or village settled 

between 1863 and 1900, oriqinallJ as a consequence of 

aineral developaent, in which the reaaininq structgres in 

the area designated under this act are prt.arily buildings 

which are not occupied. The area designated shall be 

designated by aetes and bounds and aay be a portion of the 

town and exclude modern structures and aobile ho•es 

incongruous vith the historical quality of the town. 

(3) •Ghost tovn preservation systea• aeans one or aore 

ghost towns designated under this act to be preserved, under 

private auspices with enconrageaent fro• the state, as a 

representative saaple of aoutaua ghost towns. 

section .3. Authority l!lontana ghost town 

preservation systea. The board of trustees of the l!lontana 

Historical Society aay designate one or acre ghost towns as 

units of the l!lontana ghost town preservation systea upon 
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coapliance with the following aeasures~ 

(1} Ten or aore persons, including at least onE vho 

resides or owns property within the ghost town shall sign 

and subait to the society a petition for designation. 

(2) Following notice by newspaper publication in a 

daily newspaper in general circulation in the area and by 

posting in at least two publicly wisible places within the 

ghost town. the departaent of coaaunity affairs shall 

conduct a public hearing in the seat of the county where the 

ghost towu is situated. ~he purpose of the hearing is to 

elicit the wiews of local citizens and local goveruaent 

officials on the aerits of includiug the ghost town within 

the systea. The departaent shall electronically record the 

hearing and prepare a snaaary for the historical society, 

but need not prepare a verbatia transcript. 

(J) The director of the historical society shall 

prepare a study of the historical significance of the ghost 

town. He aay direct a aeaber of the society•s staff to 

prepare this study or aay contract for its preparation. 

(Q) The director of the historical society shall 

report to the historical society upon the feasibility of 

assuring a reasonable degree of physical preserwation, in 

its e~isting state, of the ghost town. 

(5) Upon consideration of the foregoing reports, if it 

appears that there is local sentiaent in favor of preserving 
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the ghost town, including a aajority of faworable sentiaent 

on the part of its peraanent residents (if any), that the 

ghost town has historical significance, and that the ghost 

town can be aaintained in a state of reasonable 

preservation, the board of trustees aay by resolution add 

the ghost town to the systea. If the board cf trustees 

rejects a petition on the grounas that it fails to veet 

these criteria. another petition aay not be subaitted for 

designation of that ghost town for 1 year thereafter. lo 

aggrievea party aay appeal the aecision of the boara to the 

district court for the judicial district in which the ghost 

town is located. 

(6) The board of trustees aay ada no aore than 10 

ghost tovns to the systea prior to July 1, 1979, of which no 

aore than three aay be in any single county. The director of 

the historical society, with approwal of the board, shall 

report to the 46th legislature on the effectiveness of this 

act. 

Section 4. There is a nev B.C.R. section in Title 84, 

chapter 2, that reads as follows: 

Certain ghost town properties exeapt froa property tax. 

Buildings within an area 4esignated as part of the Rontana 

ghost town preserwation systea which are not occupied, as 

defined in [section 2 of this act] and tbe lots upon which 

such buildings are situated are exevpt froa taxation. 

-4-
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Section s. Appropriation -- reiaborseaent. (1) There 

2 is appropriated to the ftontana historical society, fro• the 

3 incoae fro• tbe trust and legacy fund established under 

• 8._1319 for tbe purpose of parks and historic sites 

5 acquisition, tbe sna of $25,000 for the biennia• ending June 

6 30, 1979, for the purposes set forth in this act. The 

7 director of the historical society shall reiaburse the 

B departaent of coaaonity affairs for its erpenses incurred 

9 under [section 3 of this act]. 

-End-
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BIS'l'OBIClL ~ SOCIETY TO ESTABLISH ~~--PROGBAft 

PBESEBV!TIOI OF SELECTED GHOST TOilS; FDIDIBG TBE PROGBA!.• 

BE IT Ei!CTED BY 'l'BE LEGISLATOR! OP 'l'BE STATE Cf !OBTAIA: 

Section 1. Policy. The !lantana legislature finds that 

the aany ghost towns in the state are rapidly disappearing 

due to vandaliss, souvenir banting, and other ~aaan causes 

and declares that the identification and preservation of a 

selected few of these historic sites would be in the public 

interest and the spirit of section 4. Article IJ of tae 

Rontana constitution. such sites recall the •ineral riches 

of the territorial period and their role in bringing the 

second influx of English-speaking persons into ftontana and 

the first who per•anently settled here. The purpose of this 

act is to erperiaent vith sodest tar incentives and a s•all 

appropriation for adainistration {not for restoration of 

buildings or land acquisition) to detersine whether bJ this 

aeans the state can encourage the Frivate sector to e•ulate 

the proqraa of preservation and restoraticn at Bannack and 

other old aining caaps before they have disappeared. 

Section 2. Definitions. As used in tbis act, the 
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following definitions apply: 

(1) "Buildings which are not occupied" seans buildings 

constructed before 1900 vhich are not used for residential. 

coamercial. or industrial purposes. Use of a building as a 

suseos or historic site to vhicb persons say be adsitted 

upon pay•ent of a fee is not a coaaercial purpose. Living 

in a building intermittently during a season, such as a 

cabin used on snaaer weekends or hunting trips, is not a 

residential purpose. 

(2) •Ghost town• •eans a town or village settled 

between 1863 and 1900. originally as a consequence of 

aineral developaent. in which the reaaininq ~tractares in 

the area designated onder this act are priaarily buildings 

which are not occupied. The area desiqDated shall be 

designated by aetes and bounds and aay be a portion of the 

town and exclude aodern structures and aobile hoses 

incongruous with the historical quality of the town. 

{3) "Ghost town preservation systea• aeans one or aore 

ghost towns designated under this act to be preserved. under 

private auspices vitb encouragement froa the state, as a 

representative saaple of ftontana ghost towns. 

section 3. authority l!ontana ghost town 

preservation systew. The board of trustees of tbe l!ontana 

Historical society aay designate one or aore ghost towns as 

units of the ftontana ghost town preservation systea upon 

-2-
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coapliance with the following aeasures: 

11) Ten or aore persons. including at least on~ who 

resides or owns property within the ghost town shall sign 

and subait to the society a petition for designation. 

12) Following notice bJ newspaper publication in a 

daily newspaper in general circulation in the area and by 

posting in at least tvo publicly visible places within the 

ghost town. the departaent of coaaunity affairs shall 

conduct a public bearing in the seat of the conntJ where the 

ghost tova is situated. ~he purpose of the bearing is to 

elicit the wievs of local citizens and local governaent 

officials on the aerits of iaclndiag the ghost town within 

the SJ&tea. The departaent shall electronically record the 

hearing aad prepare a snaaarJ for tbe historical society. 

but need not prepare a werhatia transcript. 

13) The director of the historical society shall 

prepare a study of the historical significance of the ghost 

town. Be a&J direct a aeaber of the societJ'S staff to 

prepare this study or aay contract for its preparation. 

(II) The director of the historical society shall 

report to the historical society upon the feasibility of 

assoriag a reasonable degree of physical preservation. in 

its existing state. of the ghost town. 

15) Upon consideration of the foregoing reports. if it 

appears that there is local sentiaent in fawor of preserving 
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the ghost town, including a aajority of favorable sentiaent 

on the part of its peraanent residents !if any). that the 

ghost town has historical significance. and that the ghost 

town can be aaintained in a state of reasonable 

preservation. the board of trustees aay by resolution add 

the ghost town to the systea. If the board of trustees 

rejects a petition on the grounds that it fails to aeet 

these criteria, another petition way not be snbaitted fer 

designation of that ghost town for 1 year thereafter. An 

aggrieved party aay appeal the decision of the board to the 

district court for the judicial district in which the ghost 

town is located. 

(6) The board of trustees aay add no aore than 10 

ghost tovns to the syste• prior to July 1, 1979. of which no 

aore than three aay be in any single county. ~he director of 

the historical society. with approval of the board. shall 

report to the !16th legislature on the effectiweness of this 

act. 

Section II. There is a eev B.C.R. section in Title 811. 

chapter 2. that reads as follows: 

certain ghost town properties exeapt frov property tax. 

Buildings within an area designated as part of the ftontana 

ghost tovn preserwation systea which are not occupied, as 

defined in [section 2 of this act] and the lots upon which 

such buildings are situated are exeapt froa taxation. 
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section 5. Appropriation reiabu:rseaent. ( 1) There 

2 is appropriated to the ~ontana historical society. froa the 

J incoae froa the trust and legacy fund established under 

' 84-1319 for the purpose of parts and historic sites 

5 acquisition. the sua of $25,000 for the bienniua ending June 

6 30. 1979. tor the purposes set forth in this act. The 

7 director of tbe historical society shall reiaburse the 

8 departaent of coaaunity affairs for its expenses incurred 

9 nnder [section 3 of this act}. 

-End-
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