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4 A BILL FOR AN ACT ENTITLED: "AN ACT TO SUBMIT TO THE 

s QUALIFIED ElECTORS OF MONTANA AN AMENDMENT TO ARTICLE y, 

6 SECTION 6 9 ~F THE MONTANA CONSTITUTION TO PROVIDE THAT THE 

7 LEGISLATURE SHALL MEET IN ANNUAL SESSIONS•" 

B 

9 BE IT E~ACTEO BY THE LEGI~LATURE Of THE STATE OF MONTANA: 

10 Section 1. Article v, section 6, of the Montana 

11 Constitution is amended to read as follows: 

12 •section 6. Sessions. The legislature shall meet--eeeh 

13 odd-ndmeered--yeer--+n--regd~er--~e~~+cn-o+-not-mcre-th~-9a 

14 ~e9+~~et+•e-do~~ ~ a continuous ~~L- 2-xe•r ~~ 

15 i.<~i on i Oil wb5l.Il__ru;l!Ll¥- elected !!!i:ll!UUL~e off i ca. Anlt 

16 business. tl.llh_Q[_ resolut i llD..-~!1--'lLJll.journment pf a 

17 ~n shal~ry oyrr ltlULt.tlll..J~!..ll.:i.J.ll-<ln.lt~ 

16 :;ess ion 2f._!.!J!L_]_~!.JJL>L-l1u.c.in.\l__t.hiL_Qillll.tl..ULm....__l.tll! 

1~ l~~ture sball meet at_ least Qnce a year in reJular 

2~ llll.i_Qo_.-QL_~QL.\L~[L-~-~>Iill~ ~ Any 

21 l2~islature may increase the limit on th2 length of any 

22 subsequent session. Tha legislature may be convened in 

zj special sessions by the governor or at the written requ~st 

24 of a majority of the members." 

25 Section 2. Ballot format. When this amgndment is 
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submitted to the qualified electors of Montana~ at the 

general election to be held November 7, 1978, there shall be 

printed on the ballot the full title and section l of this 

act and the following words: 

0 FOR annual sessions. 

0 AGAINST annual sessions. 

Section 3. Effective date. This amendment is effective 

on January immediately following ratification by the 

electo.-s. 

-End-
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STATE OF MONTANA 
REQUEST NO. 553-77 

FISCAL NOTE 
...,) 

Form HD·/5 

In compliancP. with a written request received February 1]_ --· , 19 ZL._ , there is hereby submitted a Fiscal Note 

. J:IOIJ$.e . .B.ilL29L·-·----~ pursuant to Chapter 53, Laws of Montana, 1965 ·Thirty-Ninth l.egislative Assembly. 

Background information used in developing this Fiscal Note is available from the Office of Budget and Program Planning, to members 

of the Legislature upon request. 

DESCRIPTION OF PROPOSED LEGISLATION: 

Provides for annual sessions of the legislature 

ASSUMPTIONS: 

1. Members: Salary at $31.62 per day 
Expenses at $40 per day 

2. Legislature in session 6 days per week 
3. Attaches at 1977 salary schedules 
4. 60-dav. Session: 2 round trips mileage for members each 60-day session. 

FISCAL IMPACT: 

Biennium cost of present system 
Biennium cost of annual sessions (proposed) 

Additional cost of proposed legislation per biennium 

$2,421,629 
3,329,708 

$ 908,079 

NOTE: Since the Legislature will meet in FY 79 regardless of voter approval of House Bill 297, there would actually be 
a decrease in expenditures in this biennium due to length of sessions. However, since the Legislature would meet in 1980 
if the proposed bill were ratified, the effect over a two-year period would be an increase in expenditures of $908,000. 

&.L~ot.. 2'"Ao r 
BUDGET DIRECTOR 

Office of Budget and Program Planning 

Date: -~-,a Y ~ 7 7 
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2 INTRODUCED ilY ~ 
Approved 
on Rules by Comrn. 

BILL NO. ei?.!l_,..., 
- q_Q__j' ' '-L 

J 

4 A BILL FOR AN ACT ENTITLED: "AN ACT TO SUBMIT TO THE 

5 QUALIFIED ELECTORS OF MONTANA AN AMENDMENT TO ARTICLE Vt 

b SECTIJN 6t OF THE MONTANA CONSTITUTION TO PROVIDE THAT THE 

7 LEGISLATURE SHALL MEET IN ANNUAL SESSIONS.• 

tl 

9 dE IT ENACTED BY THE LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF MONTANA: 

1D Section 1. Article v. 5ection 6, of the Montana 

11 Constitution is amended to read as follows: 

12 "Section 6. Sessions. The legislatu~e shall mee~--ee~ft 

13 o~e-num~ered--ye~--+n--reguTer--~e~~fon-of-not-more-thon~e 

14 Te~f~+et+ve-dft~3 be a continuous body for z-~ear ~erj~ 

1 5 .;,~ j no in !J wh~ill.lL__ei_e.~ru:!ll.b.JU.L-LaJL-2t..L.li;Sl:o ~ 

lS business. bill• or resolutjgn_~~_at__adj~~ Jf a 

17 ~!i..Uln . sha I 1 =U-.!U~ltil!L.tb~~1.2tJ.l:i~¥_a.:t.h£I:. 

18 ~ess ion Q.f_!.b.!L-leg i sl atuUL-dl.lr.i ng th!L-1!i.e!llliY!!!L-_:Llll:: 

19 lewislature shall ~~ least o~~L-in_r.~ 

20 sgssjon of ~QLJL_thpn__2Q __ ~gjslatiye ILU~ Any 

21 l~~islature may increase the 1 imit on thQ length of any 

22 subsequent session. Thd legislature may be convened in 

23 special sessions by the gov~rnor or at the writt~n requDst 

24 of a majority of the members." 

25 Section 2. Ballot format. When this amendment is 
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submitted to the qualified electors of Montana1 at the 

general election to be held November 7, 1978, there shall be 

printed on the ballot the full title and section 1 of this 

act and the following words: 

0 FOR annual sessions. 

D AGAINST annual sessions. 

Section 3. Effective date. This amendment is effect;ve 

on January immediately following ratification by the 

electors. 

-End-
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HOUSE BILL NO. 297 

INTROJUCED BY DRISCOLL 

A BILL fOR A~ ACT ENTITLED: "AN ACT TO SUSMIT TO THE 

QUALlrltD EleCTORS ~F ~ONTA~A AN AMENDMENT TJ ARTICLE y, 

SE:CTIJi' 6, JF THE MONTA'IA CONSTITUTION TO PROVIDE THAT THE 

LtGISLATURE SHAll MtET IN A:>INUAL SESSIONS•" 

bE ll ENACTfO BY THE LEGISLATURE Of THE STATE OF MONTANA: 

Section 1. A~ticle y, section 6, of the Montana 

Constitution is amended to ~ead as follows: 

"Section 6. Sessions. ~ The le9islatu~e shall ~ 

eneh--cdd-n~be~-ye&r-+n-r~+sr-~~-er-~aore-~ft&n 

~9-+e~+~+nt+~~dftT~ ~~eenttnuou,-bod~~--~ 

.!:tui:rui±M- when--ned~~-uetteM--t!!lft!:=effi~J:- Am:= 

tl!n.in-ttu~ilh~tt~t±m=.c..,.,tns=et---nd:;m~rnnw:~=l2£=!:1 

2Htt:m=2tlai~~ttr=•tth=tiH: ,om-:rtnta.o 1:Q::eny=othe1: 

2Htt~=~=~~~tt~~==~~~~~ 

:ieslUtlltJ:i~:S.hrli::=mttt=::ct=i~~o-yent=+o=ueabr 

,=tt~=tt=~~~t=tM~t=ttunnnt=~· "'"" 
+eq+~+etare--mey--+nereese--tbe--++a+t--on-tne-+e~th-or-~y 

~~~b~e"a"'nt-ses~+ftft• .t1 E£LUQL.Qllll...JiU..!1ilfREJL.If.AB._l 'l A R E GU LAB. 

~~ilm~L~L~~J~~~~llllllll~Uh-~L~llL~& 

&UULJ.lliliL_I!U_lif INTROPULEQ AtllL_ASSIGNEP _liLru~llllE 

llWilli;i_ill!ILlli!MlifRE.ILYEAB 5 • QNLY A P P ROPR IATI.Q!L _!H.L L.S.L-~ 

T H I R D R E I\ D I N G 
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HB 0297/02 

&f.Ulllut. BILLS ....Atlll_llll.l.s.___£ll8-llif_ SUPPORT Of THf~L.l.t. 

.Sf.li(ll!L.:.....A.LA.BLUlltillALID FORMULATION Of TH~UIHof.h__MW 

.flif.!UicliU_2!L..L.L_D&_ B.O::SOLUTlilNS MAX BE l:ONS I DEREJL.aLI.I:If 

.L.fliliLAl.UiifL-.IBA!iS.tllllfD TQ THE OTHER HO\.ISf.z._llR_Illtif&.il..lif. 

A~~_uellHa_fME8GENCY_5l.LLS 08 8ESOLUTIQNS MAX BE CONSlDEREP 

AliP__lilA~!illif.IL__ltL_.IlWCtiUaa.fR..E.Il: tEARS llfrlli_i'UUl.If~ 

~f&IIELkAilllM_Al_Itlf_SPDNSQR ANP THQ=THIRQS OF _!HE MEMBERS 

Uf__A_LUH!iliiff._lD_~ICH THE BILL OR B.ESQLUTION IS ASSIGNEPo 

IHAl_Qf.LAX_DE CONSIOERAil~IHE BILL OR RtSDLUT!ON UNTIL 

Ilif_tuL..L~SESSlON WOULD BE SERIOUSLY QETRIMENIAL IO THE 

~liiLcNS QE THE_-SIAif._OE MONTANA£ 

!21 THE L~lURE SHALL HEEl EACH EVE~NUMBERED YEA& 

~&E~&_SESSIONS_JJE_NQT MORE THAN 60 LEGIS!AIIVE__DAI_s& 

AHY-~L.l. QR B.ESOLUilQN-INI&DPUCED IN THE PREVIOUS SESSION 

.St:I.AUJ1Le.LA~.E.IL.fQJL~ONSIOEB.AII ON BEFORE IHLll.lil.SJ.AlilB.LMiP 

l:\A!_'.'..!O_JB.ANS.tllilliL_!l!L___ont EBHI SE ACTED __!JJ:J;ltl._ _ __Q_tll.y 

Aee~e&lA!LON__ar~_itiCH REVENUE BILLS AND BillS FOB. THE 

.S~~ll-~-lliL1~UL~OOU~....A~-~~ll~_Jo 

£llli&.!LAllUJ:J. _ __!lL_llJ.L_lru.OiiU: • ANP _.fl:lf.JUi~_ID.Us__jJ& 

B.u:U..JI..l.Q:fS_M~L-Lal.Jl&llUU:lL_l!L~fiU!illt.Rf.P_JfA&h 

.l:.~~t;.i:i;;.!_lil.UL.....il!L.-IkiQll!II.QfiL_/1AL__llL~!lU.UlL__.8.LA 

k~!illl~ro!L~lillLU:Ullll~ll-lli~llill~-~~ 

tlfli~i.LOLlliLt.m11:UII.fLII:IAIJlELU IN INTB.Il.llUt.llQ!L!!Out P BE 

.St.&l.O.liL.Y_I:!.f:..IEll!ElliAL .... HLJHE C II I l EM.s-~__lliL-SIAll_JJf 

.tiUNIA.J.A .. 

-2- H!:l 297 



Ht.. 0297/02 

~1-- The leqislature may be convened in special 

l sessi~ns by the qovernor or at the written request of a 

3 majority of the members.• 

4 Section 2• Ballot format. When this amendment is 

~ sub~itted to the qualified electors of Montana~ at the 

b general election to be held November 1, 1978• there shall be 

7 printed on the ballot the full title and section 1 of this 

8 act and the following wGrds: 

9 CFOR annual sessions. 

10 tlAGAINST annual sessions. 

11 Section 3. Effective date. This aeen~.ent is effective 

12 on January 1 iMmediately following ratifocation by the 

13 electors. 

-End-

-3- HB 297 

~ 



~~th Legislature HB 0297/02 

l 

2 

3 

4 

, 
6 

7 

8 

9 

10 

11 

12 

13 

14 

1~ 

16 

11 

lli 

19 

20 

21 

u 
~j 

£4 

2:> 

HOUSE BILL NO. 297 

INTRODUCED BY DRISCOLL 

A BILL fOR A~ ALl ENTITLED: •AN ALI TO SUBMIT TO THE 

OUALIFIED ELECTORS Jf ~ONTANA AN AMENDMENT TO AKTILLE Vo 

SECTION 6t Of THE MONTANA CONSTITUTION TO PROVIDE THAT THE 

LEGISLATURE SHALL HEET 1~ ANNUAL SESSIONS.• 

BE IT ENACTED BY THE LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF MONTANA: 

Section 1. Article v, section 6o of the Montana 

Constitution is a~ended to read as follows: 

•section 6. Sessions. L1l The legislature shall ~ 

eaen--edd-nuabered--year-+ft~ar-,e,+oft-0+-nat •are-than 

~ 

bw2iftft'2•-bft+x-or-re2otation=pcndtna-at odjourneent=-pf--o 

#t23*on=-•hott--corry-oyer-•ttft=tbe=3owe-mtotua-to=onx=otber 

,.,,ton--et--the--tegt3toturc==eurtng--tne---b±enn+u••---fbe 

tes+$toture--abott-=meet=-ot==teott--onee=-o-yeor=tn=reautor 

~n--o£--not--eore--th•n=-66==-te9fttotiYc=-=da73• ~T 

te~~teture--aeT--+nereo,e--~--tt~+~-en-tne-t~o~-onT 

sub,equen~se,tonw HEEl EACH DOQ=NUMBEREQ YEAR IN A REGULAR 

SESSION Of NOT HQRE THAN 30 LEGISLATIVE PAYS. ANY BILL OK 

&ESOLUliQN KAY BE INTBQQUCEQ ANQ ASSIGNED TO COMMITTEE 

DURING opp NUMBERED YEARS. ONLY APPROPRIATION &ILLS, SUCH 

R E F E R E N C E B I L L 
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REVENUE BILLS AND Bll LS FOR THE SUPPORT Of THE PUBLIC 

SCHOOl) AS ARE ESSENTIAL TO fORMULATION QF THE BUQGET 1 ANQ 

EMERGENCY BILLS OR RESQLIITIONS MAY BE CDNSIQEBEQ By THE 

LEGISlATURE. TRANSHITTEQ TO THE QTHER HQVSEo OR QIHERWISE 

6CTEQ UPON• EMERGENCY BILLS Q8 RESOLUTIQNS MAY BE CQNSIDERFP 

ANQ TRANSMITTED IN ODQ=NUNBEREQ YEARS UPQN WRITTEN 

CERTIFICATION By THE SPONSQB AND TWQ=THJRDS Qf THE ftEKBERS 

OF A CQMMITIEE TO WHICH THE BILl OR RESQLUTIQN IS ASSlf~EQe 

IHAI DELAY OF CONSIQERATION QF THE BILL QB RESOLUTION UHTIL 

THE FOLLOWING SESSION WQULO BE SERIOUSLY QETBIMEN[AL TO THE 

CITIZENS Of THE STATE Of MONJANA 8 

(2) THE LEGISLATURE SHALl MEET EACH EYEM=NYMBERED YEAR 

IN REGULAR SESSIQNS OF NQI MQRE THAN 60 lEGISlATIVE DAJSe 

ANY BILL OR RESOLUTJQN INTRDQUCEQ IN THE PREYIOUS SES)ION 

SHALL BE PLACEP FOR CQN)lQERATION BEFORE THE LEGISLATURE ANQ 

HAY BE TRANSMITTED OR OTHERWISE ACIEQ UPON• ONlY 

APPROeRIATION BILLSo SUCH REVENUE BILlS ANQ BILLS FOR THE 

SUPPORT OF THE puBLIC SCHOOLS AS ARE ESSENTIAL TO 

FORMULATION Of THE BUQGFJ, AND EMERGENCY BILLS OR 

RESOLUTIONS MAY BE I~TRQQUCEp IN EVEN-NUMBEREQ YEARS 8 

EHE!{GEIJCY BILLS OR RE)OLUTIONS HAY BE INTROOUCEQ BY A 

COMMITTEE UPON WRITTEN CERTIFICATioN BY THQ-THIRQS OF THE 

MEMBER) Of THE CQHHITTEE THAT DELAY IN INJROQUCTION WOULD BE 

SERIOU)LY DETRIMENTAL TO THE CITIZEN) Of THE STATE OF 

.M.lltil!l:tA.o. 

-2- HB 297 



HB 0297/02 

1 Ll}__ The le~islature May be convened in special 

2 sessions by the governor or at the written request of a 

3 majority of the members.• 

.. Section 2. Ballot format. When this amend•ent is 

S submitted to the qualified electors of Montana~ at the 

b 9eneral election to be held November 7, 1978, there shall be 

7 printed on the ballot the full title and section 1 of this 

8 act and the followin9 words: 

[] FOR annual sessions. 

[] AGAINST annual sessions. 

9 

10 

11 Section 3. Effective date. This aaendaent is effective 

12 on January 1 im.edlately followin9 ratification by the 

13 electors. 

-End-

-3- HS 297 


