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___ BILL HO. 238

INTRCDUCED BY
B
A BILL FOR AN ACT ENRTITLED: “AF ACT TO AMEED SECTIOR
53-644, R.C.M. 1947, TC EICLUDE TOPPEES AND TRUCK CANOPY
COVERS FBON THE DEFINITIOF COF CAMPERS AND TO ARERD SECTION
Bu-202, R.C.H, 1947, TO EXCLOUDE TOPPERS ANLC TRUCK CANCFPY

COYERS FROM TAXATION.®™

BEE IT ENACTED BY THE LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE CF MORTANA:
Section 1. Secticn 53-644, R.C.M. 1987, is amended tc
read as follows:
®53-644,. Camper — definition. The ters casper as used
in this act includes but is not limited to truck camper,
chassis scunted camper, cab over, half cab ower, nom cat
over, +eppery telesccpic, and telescopic cab over,_but_does

not_include a truck cangpY co¥er _or _topper weighing _less

than_300_popnds_and_having po_accomodaticps attached.®

section 2. Section B4-202, B.C.H. 1947, is amended to
read as follovs:

"84-202. ©Breaptions from taxation. [R)) (a) The
property of the Onited States, the state, counties, cities,
towns, school districts, municipal ccerporatioms, public
libraries, buildings with land they cccupy and farnishings

thereinr cwned by a church ard used for actuval religious
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worship and for residences of +the clergy, together with
adjacent land reasonably mecessary for copbvenient use cf
such buildings ovwned by a church, such cther property as is
used exclusively for agricultural and horticultural
societies, for educational purposes, hospitals and places of
burial not used or held for private or corgorate profit, and
instituticns of ©purely public charity, evidence of debt
secured by mortgages of record uopon real or personal
property in the state of Montana, and public art galleries
and public observatories mot used or held for private ot
ccrporate profit, are exespt froa taxation, but no more land
than is necessary for such purpose is exeapt.

(b} &s used in this subsection, the term "institutions
of purely public charity® shall include organizaticms owning
apd operating facilities for the care of the retired or aged
or chronically ill which are not operated for gain or
profit; and the +terms “public art galleries and public
cbservatories® shall mean only such art galleries and
ohsetvatori;s vhether of public or private ownership, as are
open to the public, without charge or fee at all reasonable
bours, and are used for the purpose of educaticn only.

{2} F®hen a clebhouse or building erected by or
belengieg to any society or organizatiom of honorakly
discharged United States soldiers, sailors or marines whc

served in army or navy of United States, is used exclusively
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for edpcational, fratermal, bepevclent or gpurely public
charitable purposes, rather than for gain or profit,
together with the library and furmiture necessarily used io
any such building, such property is exempt from taxation,
and all property, real or personal, in the p;ssessicn of
legal guardians of incompetent vweterans ¢f the World ¥ar or
minpor dependents of soch veterans, shere such proferty is
funds or derived from fumnds received froa the United States
as pension, coapensation, imsurance, adjusted compensation,
or gratuity, shall be exeapt froa all tazation as froperty
of the United States while held by the guardian, Ltut oot
after title passes to the veteran or minor in his or her own
right opn account of removal of legal disability.

(3) 111 household goecds and furmiture, including
clocks, musical instraments, sewing machines, wearing
apparel of members of the family actually used by the cwner
for personal and domestic purroses, or for furnisbkiesg or
equipping the family residence are exempt from tazationm.

{4) Freeport merchandise shall be exeapt from
taxation. Freeport amerchandise asecans those stocks of
merchandise manufactuored or produaced outside this state
which are in transit through this state and corsigned to a
warehouse or other storage facility, public or private,
within this state, for storage in transit prior toc shigment

to a final destipaticn outside the state, and which have
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acquired a tazable situs withiu the state.

stocks of serchaprdise do not 1lose their status as
freeport merchandise because while in the storage facility
they are assembled, bound, joined, processed, disasseabled,
divided, cut, broken ir bulk, relabeled cr repackaged.

Any Person, corpcration, firm, partnership,
association, or other group seeking to gqualify its property
for dinclusier in this class shall make applicaticn tc the
state department of revenne im such manner or fors as may be
reguired by the department.

(5) FThe following agricultural products are exempt
from taxatiom:q

{a) #++ unprocessed, perishable frueits and vegetables
in farm storage and ocwned by the producer ase——oxesps—Esron
tanatiocnv

{b) AL nonperishable unprocessed agricultural
products except livestock, held in possession of the
original prodecer for less than eewen—{7} months following
harvestw3;_and

{c) divesteek livestock, defined as cattle, sheep,
horses, or pules, which have not attained the age cof miaze
+49) months as cof the last day of any month.

{6} Moneys and credits are exempt from taxaticn.

{(7) 2 capital investeent ipn a reccgnized nonfossil

form of energy generation is exewpt tc the extent provided

-l
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under seedien D4-T403.

{8} _A truck canopy cover or topper weighing less _than

300 _pounds__and_having ng_accomodations attached is_exempt

from taxation,*

-End-
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STATE OF MONTANA
REQUEST NO. _154-77

Form BD-15 J

FISCAL NOTE

in compliance with a written request received ____January 24 , 19 77 there is hereby submitted a Fiscal Note
for House Bill 288 pursuant to Chapter 53, Laws of Montana, 1965 - Thirty-Ninth Legislative Assembly.
Background information used in developing this Fiscal Note is available from the Office of Budget and Program Planning, to members
of the Legislature upon request.

DESCRIPTION OF PROPOSED LEGISLATION

This bill excludes toppers and truck canopy covers from the definition of campers and
excludes toppers and truck canopy covers from taxation,

ASSUMPTIONS
1. 50% of all campers registered would be toppers
2. The number of campers would increase 5%/year to 44,323 in FY 78 and 46,539 in FY 79.
3. The taxable wvalue of a topper is $30.
4. The state levy is 6 mills.
5. Administrative costs would remain unchanged.

FISCAL IMPACT

State 6 mill levy on property

tax under current law $3,989. $4,189.
State 6 mill levy on property : )
tax under proposed law 0 0
DECREASE $3,989 $4,189
T -

EFFECT ON LOCAL GOVERNMENT REVENUE

Local government revenues will decrease by approximately $135,000.

PREPARED BY DEPARTMENT OF REVENUE

L a0 0D 1
/L“M& M_;/_...(L“ J.:’..‘.__’!_‘_ i _.;_..7»/01’!
BUDGET DIRECTOR [T
Office of Budget and Program Planning

Date: R e _ .J
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Approved by Committee

on Taxation

priL no. 235

IRTRODCCED BY

A BILL FOR AN ACT ENTITLED: *AN ACT TO AMEED SECTIOR
53-644, R.C.H. 1947, TC EIYCLUODE TOPPEES MWD TRUCK CANOPX
COYERS FBOM THE DEFINITION OF CAEPERS AND TO AMEWND SECTIOR
84-202, R.C.H. 1987, TO EXCLOUDE TCPPEBES AKRLC TRUCK CANCEY

COVERS FROM TAXATION.™

BE IT EFACTED BY TBE LEGISLATURE OF THE STATIER GF NONTANA:

Section 1, Section 53-648, R.C.E. 1987, is amended to
tead as follows:

"53-604. Camper — defipnition. The term casper as used
in this act includes but is not limited to truck casper,
chassis mounted campex, cab over, half cab ower, non cat
over, +eppesy telesccpic, and telescopic cab over, but _does

not _include a truck capopy cover _or _topper _weighipng less

than_300 pounds_apd_baving p¢ accomodaticps attached.”
Sectiop 2. Section Bu4-202, B.C.¥. 1947, is amended to
read as follows:
w84~202., ZExemptions fros tarxationm. {1} {a) The
property of the United States, the state, counties, cities,
towns, school dlstricts, municipal cergporatioms, public
libraries, buildings with land they occcupy and furnishings

therein owned by a church aad used for actuval religiocus

SECOND READING

e Lol

w

-~ wm B

10
1
12
13
18
15
16
17
18
19
20
21
22
23
24

25

LC 0695/01

worship and for residences of the clergy, together with
adjacent land reasonably necessary for convenient use cof
such buildings owned by a church, such other property as is
used exclusively for agricultural and horticultaral
societies, for educaticnal purpeses, hospitals and places of
burial not used or held for private or corporate profit, and
inastituticns of purely public charity, evidence of debt
secured by wmortgages of record upon real or personal
property in the state of Montana, and public art galleries
and public observatories not used or held for private or
corporate profit, are exempt from taxation, but no more land
than is necessary for such purpose is exespt.

(b} As used in this suohsection, the term "institutions
of purely public charity® shall include organizations osning
and operating facilities for the care of the retired or aged
cr chronically ill whick are not operated €or gain or
profit; and the teras ®public art galleries amnd gublic
observatories®™ shall mean only such art galleries and
ohservatoriés vhethexr of public or private ownership, as are
open to the public, without charge or fee at all reasonable
hours, and are used for the purpose of education only,

{2} When a clubhouse or building erected by or
belonging to any society or organizatiom of honorakly
discharged United States soldiers, sailors or sarines whe

served in army or navy of United States, is used exclusively
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for educational, fratermal, benevoclent or purely public
charitatble purposes, rather tham for gain or profit,
together with the library and furrniture necessarily used iu
any such building, such property is exespt from taxation,
and all property, real or personal, in the péssessien of
legal guardians of incompetent veterans cf the Horld War or
miror dependents of such veterams, where suchk progrerty is
funds or derived froms funds received fros the United States
as pension, compensation, insurance, adjusted coapensation,
or grataity, shall be exempt froam all taxation as prcperty
of the United States while held by the gnardian, Lot Bnot
after title passes to the veteran or aminor im his or her own
right on account of removal of legal disability,

3) a1l household goods and furpiture, including
clocks, susical instraments, seving machines, wearing
apparel of members of the family actually used by the owner
for personal and domestic purposes, or for furnishing or
equipping the family residence are exempt from taxation.

(&) TFreeport merchandise shall be exenpt froa
taxation. Preeport aerchandise wmeans those stocks of
merchandise manufactured or produced outside this state
which are in tramsit through this state and consigped to a
warehouse or other storage facility, public or private,
within this state, for storage in transit prior toc shipment

to a final destipaticn outside the state, and which have
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acquired a taxable situs within the state.

Stocks of mserchandise do not lose their status as
freeport wmerchandise bhecause while in the storage facility
they are assesbled, bound, joined, processed, disassembled,
divided, cut, broken in bulk, relabeled cr repackaged.

Any pecson, corporaticn, fire, partrership,
association, or other group seeking to gqualify its property
for inclusion ipn this class shall make application toithe
state department of revenue in such mamner or fors as may be
reguired by the department.

{5} EThe following agriculitural products are exeapt
from taxatiomn:Jd

{a) #43 vunprocessed, perishable fruits and vegetables
in fars storage and owned by the producer azo-—oxespi—Eires

{b) AXd nonperishable unprocessed agricultural
products except livestock, bheld in possessior of the
original prodacer for less than eevea-47} months following
harvestw3;_and

{c) divestesek livestock, defined as cattle, sheep,
horses, or sules, which have not attained the age cf miane
493 mnonths as of the last day of any moemth.

{(6) Moneys and credits are exempt froa taxation.

(7} A capital investrment iB a recognized nonfossil

form of energy generation is exempt tc the extent provided

—4-
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under eestien BU-7403,

18} A _truck canopy cover of topper weighipg less__than

300 _pounds and havwing no_accomodations attached is exespt

from taxatjon,"

-End-
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s1LL 0. Q58

INTEODDCED BY

& BILL FOB AN ACT ENTITLED: "AE ACT TO AMEND SECTIOR
53-644, R.C.M., 1947, TC EICLUDE TOPPERS AND THUCE CANOPY
COVERS FRO2 THE DEFINITION OF CANPEBRS AND TO AXEBD SECTION
B4-202, R.C.H. 1947, TO EXCLUDE TOPPERS AXP TRUCK CANCPY

COVEES FROM TAXIATION.™

BE IT BENACTED BY THE LEGISLATURE OF THE STIATE OF NONTANA:
Section 1., Section 53-644, B.C.H. 1987, is amended +to
reagd as follows:
53648, Camper —— definition. The term camsper as used
in this act dincludes but is pnot lisited to truck casmper,
chassis mounted camper, cab over, half cab over, nom cakt

over, +eppesy telescopic, and telescopic cab over, but_does

not _imclude a truck c cover or_ _toppeg _Weighing _less
han_3 ogpds agd n odatio attached.®

Section 2. Section 84-202, H.C.E. 1987, is amended to
read as follows:

"84.-202. Bxemptions from tazatio=zn, {1) {a) The
property o©f the Dnited States, the stite, cosnties, cities,
towns, school districts, w=sunicipal corporations, public
libraries, buildings with land they occupy and furnishings

therein owned by a church apd wused for actual religicus
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worship and for residences of the clergy, together with
adjacent land reasonably mecessary for convenient use of
such buildings owned by a church, such other property as is
used exclusively for agricultural and horticultaral
societies, for educational purposes, hospitals and places of
burial pot used or held for private or corporate profit, and
institutions of purely public charity, evidence of debt
secered by mortgages of 7record upor real .or personal
property in the state of Montana, and public art galleries
and public observatories nmot used or held for private or
corporate profit, are exespt from tazation, but no sore land
thar is necessary for such purpose is exempt.

{b) As used in this sgbsection, the ters "institutions
of purely public charity® sball include orgamizations owning
and operating facilities for the care of the retired or aged
or chronically 3il11 which are pot operated for gain or
profit; and the terms "public art galleries and gublic
observatories® shall wmean only such art galleries and
observatori;s vhether of public or private ownership, as are
open to the public, without charge or fee at all reasonable
hours, and are used for the purpose of education only.

{2} When a clubhouse or building erected by or
belonging to any society or organizetion of henorably
discharged United States soldiers, sailors or marines whe

served in army or navy of United States, is used exclusively
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for educational, fratersal, bepevolent or purely public
charitable purposes, rather tham for gaim or profit,
together with the library and furniture necessarily used 1in
any such building, such property is exespt from taxation,
and all property, real or personal, in the p&sseasion of
legal guardians of incoapetent veterans cf the World War or
minor dependents of such veterans, where such profperty is
funds or derived from funds received from the United States
as pension, compensation, insurance, adjusted compeasatioa,
or gratuity, shall be exempt from all tazatioa as property
of the United States while held by the guardian, Lut not
after title passes to the veteram or ainor in his or her own
right on account of removal of legal disability.

{3y 111 bousebhold goods and furriture, incleding
clocks, wmasical instruments, sewing machines, wearing
apparel of sembers of the family actually used by the ownerx
for personal and domestic purposes, or for furmishisg eor
eguipping the family residence are exempt from taxationm.

(4) Preeport merchandise shall be exespt from
taxation. Freeport =merchandise seans those stocks of
serchandise mannfactured or produced outside this state
which are in tramsit through this state apd consigned to a
warehouse or other storage facility, public or private,
within this state, for storage in tramsit prior to shipeent

to a final destipnatiocon outside the state, and which have
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acquired a tazable situs within the state.

Stocks of serchandise deo not lose their status as
freeport werchandise because while in the storage facility
they are assembled, bound, joined, processed, disassesmbled,
divided, cut, broken in bulk, relabeled or repackaged.

Any persoen, corporation, firm, partoership,
association, or other grouwp seeking to qualify its property
for inclusion‘ in this class shall make application to-the
state departmsent of Tevenue io sSuch manner or fors as may be
required by the department.

{5) §The following agricultural products are exeapt
from tazxaticn:g

{a) #31 unprocessed, perishable fruits and vegetables
in farm storage and owned by the producer are—onespt—isen

{b) aAdd ponperishable unprocessed agricultural
products except livestock, beld in possession of the
original producer for less than eesea—{1} months following
harveste; apd

{c) %dvesseck livestock, defined as cattle, sheep,
horses, or wules, whichk have pot attained the age of #ine
49} months as of the last day of any momth.

(6) koneys and credits are exempt froa tazation.

{(7) A capital investmert in a recognized wnonfossil

fora of emergy generation is exempt to the extent provided

-l
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under seetien B8-7303,
8 trugk _capo = t weigh esg__thap
300 nd; nd aving Bo_accomodations attached is exempt
froa_taxation,"
~End-
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HOUSE BILL NOe 288
INTRODUCED BY QUILICIs MENAHANy WYRICKs LYNCHe

LIENy HARRINGTON

A BILL FOR AN ACT ENTITLED: "AN ACT TO AMEND SECTION
53-644y ReleMe 1947y TO EXCLUDE TOPPERS AND TRUCK CANOPY
COVERS FKROM THE DEFINITION OF CAMPERS AND TO AMEND SECTION
d4—202s ReCeMe 1947y TO EXCLUDE TOPPERS AND TRUCK CANGPY

COVERS FROM TAXATION.™

BE IT ENACTED BY THE LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF MONTANA:

Section le Section 53-644y ReCeMe 1947y is amended to
read as follows:

#53-644« Camper —— definition. The terms camper as used
in this act includes but is not limited to truck campers
chassis mounted campers cab overy half <ab overs non cab
overs toppery telescopics and telescopic cab overa but does
thag 300 pounds and having no accomodations attached.™

section 2« Section 84-202y ReleMe 1947y is amended to
read as follows:

ny4-202. Exemptions from taxations {1} {a) The
property of the United Statessy the statey countiese: citiess
townsy school districtss municipal corporationss public

librariessy buildings with land they occupy and furnishings
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therein owned by a church and used for actual religious
worship and for residences of the clergyy together with
adjacent land reasonably necessary for convenient use of
such buildings owned by a churche such other property as is
used exclusively for agricultural and horticul tural
societiess for educational purposess hospitals and pliaces of
burial not used or held for private or corporate profity and
institutions of purely public charityes evidence of debt
secured by mortgages of record wupon real or personal
property in the state of Montanas and public art galleries
and public observatories not used or held for private or
corporate profite are exempt from taxations but no more land
than is necessary for such purpose is exempte

(b) As used in this subsectionsy the term ®institutions
of purely public charity® shall include organizations owning
and operating facilities for the care of the retired or aged
or chronically 11 which are not operated for gain or
profit; and the terms "public art galleries and public
observatories® shall mean only such art galleries and
observatories whether of public or private ownershipe as are
open to the publice without charge or fee at all reasonable
hourss and are used for the purpose of education onlye

{2} When a clubhouse or building erected by or
belouncing to any society or organization of honorably

discharged United 5tates soldierss sailors or marines who

-2- HE 288
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served in army or navy of United Statess is used exclusively
for educationals fraternals benevolent or purely public
charitable purposess rather than for gain or profity
together with the library and furniture necessarily used in
any such buildings such property is exempt from taxations
and all propertys real or personals in the possession of
legal gquardians of incompetent veterans of the World War or
minor dependents of such veteranss wherz such property is
funds or derived fro® funds received from the United States
as pensions compensations insurances adjusted compensations
or gratuitys shall be exempt from all taxation as property
of the United States while held by the gquardiany but not
after title passes to the wveteran or sinor in his or her own
right on account of removal of legal disabilitye

{3}y AN household goods and furnitures including
clockss musical instrumentses sewing machinessy wearing
apparel of members of the family actually used by the owner
for personal and domestic purposesy or for furnishing or
equipping the family residence are exempt from taxatione

{4) Freeport merchandise shall be exempt from
taxatione Freeport merchandise means those stocks of
merchandise manufactured or produced outside "this state
which are in transit through this state and consigned to a
warehouse or other storage facilitys public or privatey

within this states for storage in transit prior to shipment
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to a final destination outside the states and which have
acquired a taxable situs within the states

Stocks of merchandise do not 1lose their status as
freeport wmerchandise because while in the storage facility
they are assembleds bounds joineds preocesseds disassembleds
divideds cuty broken in bulke relabeled or repackagede

Any persons corporations firme partnershipe
associations or other greoup seeking to qualify its property
for inclusion in this class shall make application to the
state department of revenue in such manner or form as may be
required by the departmente.

t5) f£The following agricultural products are exemspt
from taxation:3

(2) A+ unprocesseds perishable fruits and vegetables
in farm storage and owned by the producer are——exempet—-from
taxationwi 7

(D} A% nonperishable unprocessed agricul tural
products except livestocks held in possession of the
original producer for less than seven—{7%+ months following
harvestw: _and

{c} tivestock livestocks defined as <cattles sheepq
horsesy orf mulesy which have not attained the age of nine
419+ menths as of the last day of any month.

{6) Moneys and credits are exempt from taxatione

{7} A capital investment in a recognized nonfossil

—4— HB 288
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form of eneray generation is exempt to the extent provided

under seetion 854-7403.

-End-
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