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INTRODUCED BY 

1 BILL FOR AN ACT ENTITLED: "11 ACT TO ESTABLISH A STATE 

ADVISORY COUICIL OW IBTERGOVERI!!ITAL BRLlTIOJS." 

BE IT EMACTED BJ THE LEGISLATURE OF TBE StlTE OF !OJTAJA: 

Section 1. Policy and purpose. The legislature finds 

and declares there is a need for an intergovernaental body 

to: 

(1) identify, study, discuss, and recoaaend solutions 

to intergovernaental proble1s; and 

(2) facilitate cooperation. coordination, and 

coaaunication aaonq aunicipal. county. and school district 

govern1ents. state and federal agencies, and the state 

legislative, executive. and judicial branches of governaent. 

Section 2. Establishaent of council. There is hereby 

established a !ontana advisory council on interqovernaental 

relations. 

Section 3. !eabers of council. (1) The council shall 

consist of 15 aeabers appointed as follows: 

(a) two county officials, tvo aunicipal officials, and 

two school district officials vhc shall be appointed by the 

governor froa lists subaitted by their respective state 

associations; 
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(b) one state senator appointed by the president of 

the senate and one aeaber of the house of representatives 

appointed by the speaker of the house; 

(c) the director of the departaent of coaaunity 

affairs; 

(d) one representative of the state court systea 

appointed by the chief justice of the !ontana supreae court; 

(e) one representative of federal agencies atpointed 

by the governor; and 

(f) four representatives of the people of !ontana who 

shall be appointed by the governor. 

(2) !e1bers of the council shall be appointed without 

regard to political affiliation. 

(3) Half of the aeabers initially appointed by the 

governor shall be appointed for 2-year teras. All of the 

reaaining initial aeabers and aeabers subsequently appointed 

shall be appointed for 4-year teras. 

(4) A aeaber appointed to succeed another aeaber vbose 

tera has not expired shall be appointed for the period of 

the unerpired tera and aay be subsequently appointed for a 

~-year tera. Should any aeaber cease to be an officer or 

eaployee of the unit or agency he is appointed to represent, 

his aeabership on the council shall terainate iaaediately 

and a nev aeaber shall be appointed in the sa•e aanner as 

his predecessor to fill the unexpired tera, 
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(5) 

shall be 

and shall 

pleasure. 
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The chairaan and Yice-chairlan of the council 

desiqnated by the qoYernor fro• aaonq the 1eabers 

serYe in these respectiYe capacities at his 

In the eyent of the absence or disability of both 

the chairaan and Yice-chairaan, the ae1bers of· the connell 

shall elect a teaporary cbairaan by a 1ajority vcte of those 

present and Yotinq. 

Section Q, Purpose and responsibility of the council. 

(1) The council shall address itself to specific issues, 

probleas, and opportunities, the resolution of •bich would 

produce iaproYed cooperation. coordination, and 

coaaunication aaonq leYels of qoYernlent and 1ore effectiYe 

functioning of all leyels of qo•ernaent. 

(2) The council shall deYelop practical 

recoaaendations that can 

represented on the council, 

(3) The council shall: 

(a) serYe as a forua 

be iapleaeuted by agencies 

for the identification, 

discussion, and resolution of interqoYern1ental probleas and 

apport nni ties; 

(b) enqaqe in such actiYities and 1ake such studies 

and inYestiqations as are necessary or desirable in the 

acco1plishaent of the purposes set forth in (section 1 of 

this act); 

(c) consider, on its o~n initiative, ~ars and 1eans of 
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fostering better relations among municipal. county. school 

district. state. and federal government a9enctesi 

{d) draft and disseminate propose a ..>rdinances., 

legislative bills, and constitutional a•endments necessary 

to impleraent recommendations of the council; 

(e) encouraJe and.,. where appropriate, coordindte 

studies relating to intergovernmental relations conduc£~d by 

universities, state.,. local.,. and fede~al agencies, dnd 

research and consulting organizations; and 

(f) review the recommendations of national councils 

studying federal. state.,. and local government relationships 

and p~oble•s and assess their possible ap~lication to 

Montana. 

Section 5. Council organization and procedure. {l) The 

advisory council shall be 3ttached to the department of 

community affairs for admi ni strati ve purposes onlt as 

s~ecified in SZA-108. 

(2) The council may adopt rules for its own 

o~ganization and procedures. 

(3} The council sha11 select from its me-m::>e-rshi;; any 

ddditional officers it considers necessary. 

(41 Launcil mem~ers shall be reimburs~d fo~ actual and 

necessary ex~enses incurrea as council •embers and shall be 

paid compensation as provided by law for interim standing 

committees of the legislature, except no member who i3 a 
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foll-ti•e paid public officer or e•ployee •ay be paid 

co•pe nsa tion. 

[5) A •ajority of the •e•llers of the council 

constitutes a qooru• for the transaction of business. and no 

recoa•eudation of the council has any effect unless adopted 

by a aajority of the whole nu•ller of the •e•bers of the 

council. 

(6) All •eetings of the council shall be open to the 

public. The council shall hold public bearings and •ay use 

other suitable aeans to 

stiaulate public discussion 

disse•inate 

of its 

conclusions. and reco••endations. 

infor•ation and 

purposes. progress. 

[7) The chairaan shall schedule •eetings of the 

council as considered aecessary. The chair•an shall gi~e due 

notice of the tiae and place of tbe aeetings to •eabers of 

the council. 

(8) The council shall •aintain a written record of its 

proceedings and its finances which shall be open to 

inspection by any person at the office of the council during 

regular office hours. 

(9) Upon request, state agencies and units of local 

goyernaent and school districts shall cooperate with the 

council by furnishing assistance and data to the extent 

possible. 

(10) State. •nnicipal, county. and school officers and 
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e•ployees, at the request of the council and vith the 

consent of the eaploying agency. aay be granted lea~e vith 

or without pay froa their agency to serYe as consultants to 

the council. If lea~e vitb pay is granted. they shall 

recei~e no other co•pensation. except •ileage and per die•, 

fro• the council. 

(11) The council •ay establish ad~isory co•aittees, 

including on thea persons who are •eabers of the council. 

(12) The council is encouraged to obtain necessary 

inforaation, research. and staff assistance fro• public 

agenci@s represented on the council. 

(13) The council aay do any and all tbiDqs as are 

consistent with and reasonably required to perfora its 

function under this act. 

Section 6. Reports. The council shall issue reports of 

its findings and recoa•endations froa ti•e to tiae and shall 

issue annually a public report on its vork. copies of the 

annual report shall be sub•itted to the go~erno~. presiding 

officers of the legislature, eacb county, •unicipal, and 

school district. and appropriate state depart•ents and 

agencies. Reports of the council shall be available to tbe 

public. 

section 7. council finances. ( 1) The council aay 

expend approp~iated funds. 

[2) Appropriated funds •ay be used to •atch any 
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federal or private funds available for conducting the study 

2 and planning authorized by this act, 

3 (3) on behalf of and for the council, the governor 

q shall aake application for any federal funds available for 

5 the study and planning authorized by this act. and he aar 

6 enter into any contracts required for receipt of federal 

7 funds vith the appropriate federal agency. 

8 Section 8. severability. If a part of this act is 

9 inYalid. all valid parts that are severable fro• the ioYalid 

10 part reaain in effect. If a part of this act is invalid in 

11 one or aore of its applications. the part reaains in effect 

12 in all Yalid applications that are severable froa tbe 

13 invalid applications. 

-End-
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STATE OF MONTANA 
REQUEST NO. 5!a·.71 ... ·--

FISCAL NOTE 

Fori// Ill> 15 

In compliance with a written request received _ FQbruary 18 19 ?]_ , there is hereby submitted a Fiscal Note 

for __ HB287___ _ __ pursuant to Chapter 53, Laws of Montana, 1965 ·Thirty-Ninth Legislative Assembly. 

Background information used in developing this Fiscal Note is available from the Office of Budget and Program Planning, to members 

of the Legislature upon request. 

DESCRIPTION OF PROPOSED LEGISLATION: 

House Bill 287 establishes a 15 member state advisory council on intergovernmental relations to be administratively attached to 
the Department of Community Affairs. 

The purpose of the council is to identify, study, discuss, and recommend solutions to intergovernmental problems, and to 
facilitate cooperation, coordination, and communication among municipal, county, and school district governments, state 
and federal agencies, and the three branches of state government. 

ASSUMPTION: 

The council would meet 20 times per year. 

FISCAL IMPACT: 

Personal Services 
Operating Expenses 

Total additional expenditures under 
proposed law 

FY78 

$ 4,500 
25,500 

$30,000 

FY79 

$ 4,606 
25,394 

$30,000 

fJ... ..:t:. <>-4. ~ ' ~" """:? l.o-. 
BUDGET DIRECTOR U 
Office of Budget and Program Planning 

Date: ~-=-~_:: 2.J-~-
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Approved by Cornm. 
on Local Government 

IlfT!IODOCED BY 

, ~ BILLIO.~ 
{2<£ 1\c~:.~-= ~-~~'-

J+L '"' t ~-

A BILL FOB 11 lCT EITITLED~ "II lCT TO ESTABLISH A STATE 

~DYISOBI COUICIL 01 IITEBGOYEBIB!ITAL B!LlTIOJS.• 

BE IT EIICT!D BJ THE LEGISLATURE OP THE STlTE OF BOJTlll: 

Section 1. Policy and purpose. The legislature finds 

and declares there is a need for an interqoyern•ental body 

to: 

t1) ideatify. study. discuss. and recoaaend solutions 

to intergoYernsental probleas; and 

(2) facilitate cooperation • coordination. and 

co••unication a•ong aunicipal. county. and school district. 

goYernaents. state and federal agencies. and the state 

legislatiYe. ezecatiYe0 and judicial branches of goYern•ent. 

Sectlon 2. !stablishaent of council. There is hereby 

established a Bontana adwisory council on intergoyern•ental 

relations. 

Section 3. l!eabers of council. C 1) The council shall 

consist of 15 •eabers appointed as follows~ 

{a) tvo county officials, tvo aunicipal officials, and 

tvo school district officials vbo shall be appointed by the 

goyernor froa lists snbaitted by their respectiYe state 

associations; 
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(h) one state senator appointed by the president of 

the senate and one aeaher of the house of representatiYes 

appointed by the speaker of the house: 

(c) the director o~ the departaent of coaaunity 

affairs; 

(d) one representatiYe of the state court systea 

appointed by the chief justice of the Bontana snpreae court; 

(e) one representatiye of federal agencies appointed 

by the go•ernor; and 

(f) four representatiYes of the people of !ontana vho 

shall be appointed bJ the qowernor. 

(2) l!eabers of the council shall be appointed wi~hout 

regard to political affiliation. 

(3) Half of the aeabers initially appointed by the 

goweraor shall be appointed for 2-year teras. Ill of the 

reaaining initial •••hers and aeabers subsequently appointed 

shall be appointed for 11-year ter1s. 

Cll) A •e•ber appointed to succeed another aeaber vbose 

tera has not erpired shall be appointed for the period of 

the unexpired tera and aay be subsequently appointed for a 

~-year tera. Should any aeaber cease to be an officer or 

eaployee of the unit or aqency he is appointed to represent, 

his aeabership on the council shall terainate iaaediately 

and a new Beaber shall be appointed in the saae Iauner as 

his predecessor to fill tbe unexpired tera. 

-2- fd..t'P;? 



2 

3 

4 

5 

6 

, 
8 

9 

10 

11 

12 

13 

111 

15 

16 

, 
18 

1'1 

20 

21 

22 

23 

211 

25 

LC 0739/01 

(5) The chairaan and wice-chairaan of the council 

shall be designated by the governor fro• aaong the Reabers 

and shall serve in these respective capacities at his 

pleasure. In the event of the absence or disability of both 

the chairaan and vice-chairaan, the aeabers of the council 

shall elect a teaporary chairaan by a aajority vote of those 

present and voting. 

Section II. Pnrpose and responsibility of the council. 

(1) The council shall address itself to specific issues, 

probleas. and opportunities. the resolution of ahich voald 

produce iaproved cooperation. coordination, and 

coaaunication aaong levels of governaent and aore effective 

functioning of all levels of governaent. 

(2) ~be council shall develop practical 

recoaaendations that can 

represented on the council. 

(3) The council shall: 

be iapleaented by agencies 

(a) serve as a forua for the identification, 

discussion. and resolution of intergovernaental proble•s and 

opportunities; 

(b) engage in such activities and aake such studies 

and investigations as are necessary or desirable in the 

accoaplishaent of the purposes set forth in [section 1 of 

this act]; 

(c) consider. on its ovn initiative, wars and aeans of 
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fostering better relations a~ong municipal. county. school 

district, state, and federal government aqencies; 

(d) draft and dis semi nate propos eo .:)r'dinances,. 

legislative billso and constitutional a•endments necessary 

to implement recommendations of the council; 

(e) encourage and., where appropriate, coordinatP 

studies relatin~ to intergovern~ntal relations conducted by 

universities, stateo localo and federal agencies. and 

research and consulting organizations; and 

(f) review the recom•endations of national councils 

studying federal, state. and local 

and proble•s and assess their 

Montana. 

government relationships 

possible application to 

Section 5. Louncil organization and procedure. (1) The 

advisory council shall be attached to the department of 

community affairs for admi nistrat. ive 

specified in dZA-108. 

(2) The council may adopt 

organization and procedur2s. 

rules 

purposes only as 

for its own 

(3) The council shall select from its mem~ership any 

additional officers it considers ne~cssary. 

(4) Council members shall be reimburs~d for actual and 

necessary ex?enses incurreo as council members ana shall be 

paid compensation as provided by law for interim standing 

committees of the legislature, except no memoer who is a 
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full-ti•e paid public officer or e•ployee •aJ be paid 

co•pensation. 

(5) l •ajority of the aeabers of the council 

constitutes a qnorn• for the transaction of business, and no 

recoaaendation of the council bas any effect unless adopted 

by a •ajority of the vbole nu•ber of the aeabers of the 

council. 

(6) All •eetings of the council shall be open to the 

public. The council shall hold public bearings aad •ay use 

other suitable •eans to 

sti•nlate public discussion 

disse•inate 

of its 

conclusions, and recoaaendatioas. 

(7) The chair•an shall schedule 

inforaaticn and 

purposes, progress, 

aeetings of the 

council as considered aecessary. The chairaan shall gi•e due 

notice of the tiae and place of the •eetings to ae•bers of 

the council. 

(8) ~he council shall aaintain a written record of its 

proceedings and its finances vhicb shall be open to 

inspection by any person at the office of the council during 

regular office hours. 

(9) Upon request, state agencies and units of local 

gowern•ent and school districts shall cooperate with the 

council by furnishing assistance and data to the extent 

possible. 

(10) State, annicipal, county, and school officers and 
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e•ployees, at the request of the council and with the 

consent of the e•ploying agency, aay be granted lea•e with 

or without pay fro• their agency to serye as consultants to 

the council. If leave with pay is granted, they shall 

receiYe no other coapensation, except •ileage and per die•, 

fro• tbe council. 

(11) The council •ay establish advisory coaaittees, 

including on the• persons vho are ae•bers of the council. 

(12~ The council is encouraged to obtain necessary 

infor•ation, research, and staff assistance fro• public 

agencies represented on the council. 

(13~ The council aay do 

consistent with and reasonably 

function under this act. 

any and 

required 

all things as are 

to pert ora its 

Section 6. Beports. The council shall issue reports of 

its findings and recoaaeadations fro• tiae to tiae and shall 

issue annually a public report on its vork. Copies of the 

annual report shall be sub•itted to the go•ernor, presiding 

officers of tbe legislature, each county, aunicipal, and 

school district, and appropriate state depart•ents and 

agencies. Beforts of the council shall be available to the 

public. 

Section 7. Council finances. (1) The council •ay 

expend appropriated funds. 

(2) Appropriated funds •ay be used to •atch any 
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federal or priwate funds awailable for conducting the study 

2 and planning authori%ed by this act. 

3 (3} On behalf of and for the council, the gowernor 

4 shall aake application for any federal funds awailable for 

5 the study and planning authorized by this act, and he aay 

6 enter into any contracts required for receipt of federal 

7 funds vith the appropriate federal agency. 

8 Section B. Sewerability. If a part of this act is 

9 inwalid, all valid parts that are sewerable fro• the inwalid 

10 part reaain in effect. If a part of this act is inwalid in 

11 one or •ore of its applications, the part reaains in effect 

12 in all walid applications that are sewerable fro• the 

13 inwalid applications. 

-End-
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