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~5th legislature LC 0680/01 

1 ~'M\~~~ 2 INTRODUCED BY 

3 

\ -- -,--· 

~ A BILL FOR AN ACT ENTITLED: "AN ACT TO PROVIDE FOR A 

5 SPECIFIC TIME PERIOD IN WHICH A CRIMINAL CHARGE KAY BE 

6 AMENDED BY THE PROSECUTION WITHOUT LEAVE OF THE DISTRICT 

7 COURT AS TO MATTERS OF SUBSTANCE AND TO LIMIT SUCH 

8 AMENDMENTS TO ONE OCCASION; AMENDING SECTION 95-1505, R.C.M. 

9 19~7-" 

10 

ll BE IT ENACTED BY THE LEG1SLATURE OF THE STATE OF MONTANA: 

12 Section 1. Section 95-1505, R.C.M. 19~7, is amended to 

13 read as follows: 

1~ •95-1505. Amending the charge. (a) A charge aay be 

15 amended ~ in matters of substance at any time b~ore-the 

16 de~eft8~p+eaes dOt leSs ·than I5'days befo(e'tCjalo without 

17 leave of court. 

18 (b) The court may permit any charge to be amended as 

19 to form at any time before verdict or finding if no 

20 additional or different offense is charged and if the 

21 substantial rights of the defendant are not prejudiced. 

22 (c) No charge shall be dismissed because of a formal 

23 defect which does not tend to prejudice a substantial right 

2ft of the defendant." //Ll~ 
-End-

I N T R 0 D U C E D B I L L 
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45th Le'jiSI 1ture H3 rJ2t' OJO ;:' 

4 

Approved by Committee 
on Judiciary 

HOUSE gill NO. 280 

INTRODUCED BY SCULLYt RA~IREZt KI~BLE 

A BILl FOR AN ACT ENTITLED: ~AN ACT TO PROVIDE FOR A 

S SPECifiC TIME PERIOD IN WHICH A CRI~INAL CHARGE MAY BE 

b AMENDfD SY THE PROSECUTION W~~H8~~ ~!Itl LEAVE OF THE 

1 DISTRICT CJURT AS TO MATTERS OF SUBSTANCE AND TO LIMIT SUCH 

~ AMENDMENTS TO ONE OCCASION; AMENDING SECTION 95-1505, R.C.Mo 

9 1 '147. ~ 

10 

11 SE IT ENACTED BY THE LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF MONTANA: 

12 Section lo Section ~5-1505, R.C.M. 19~7, is a~eod~d to 

13 read ~s follows: 

I~ •95-1505. A•endins the charge. (a) A charge may be 

15 amended 2~ in matters of suDstance at any time~ he~&re-the 

1 t. de~ e"tl e"t -~>+ ee<h illlLli<:;.~__j; tl.i!Ll2~llLil.!l.f2.UtJ;.Lia.l• w+-r:ho..t 

17 ~llti leave of court. 

~~ (h) The court may permit any char1e to be amend2d as 

19 to form at any time ~afore verdict or findin~ it nc 

2~ additional or differ~nt offense is charged anj if the 

21 substantial rights of the jefendant are not prejudictd. 

?J (c) No ch~rqe shall be dis~issed because of f:Jr mal 

?3 def<'c~ whir:h dOes not tend to prejudice 3 sunstdnti,ll right. 

24 of the dPfendant." 

-End-

SECOND R E A D I N G 
t~"i r~ ~: 



' 

4~th,Legislature 
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HOUSE BILL NO. 280 

iNTRODUCED BY SCULLYo RAMIREZt KIMBLE 

H3 0280/02 

4 A Bill FOR AN ACT ENTlflEO: "AN ACT TO PROVIDE FOR A 

5 SPECIFIC TIME PERIOD IN WHICH A CRIMINAL CHARGE MAY BE 

o AMENDED BY THE PROSECUTION ~~~~ Hlitl LEAVE OF THE 

7 DISTRICT COURT AS TO MATTERS OF SUBSTANCE ANO TO LIMIT SUCH 

6 AMENDMENTS TO ONE OCCASION; AMENDING SECTION 95-1505o R.C.M. 

9 1947." 

10 

11 BE IT ENACTED BY THE LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE Of MONTANA1, 

12 Section 1. Section 95-1505, R.C.M. 1947• is amended to 

13 read as follows: 

14 •95-1505. Amending the charge. (a) A charge aay be 

15 amended 2~ in matters of substance at any time~ be+~e-~fte 

1o dei'endt!nt-plet~ds J:WLhu...lll.a.D..ll-llULll.e~-1.LL11.• wt-tt.-t 

17 ~!tl leave of court. 

18 (b) The court may permit any charge to be amended as 

19 to form at any time before verdict or finding if no 

2Q additional or different offense is charged and if the 

21 substantial rights of the defendant are not prejudicEd. 

22 (c) No charge shall be dismissed because of a formal 

23 defect which does not tend to prejudice a substantial right 

24 of the defendant." 

-End-

T H I R D R E A D I N G 
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March 30, 1977 

SENATE 
STANDING CCM-IT'ITEE REPORI' 
Committee on Judiciary 

That House Bill No. 280, third reading, be amended as follows: 

l. Amend title, line 6. 
Following: "VR:!fH98lf" 
Strike: "WITH" 
Insert: "WITIDUI'" 

2. Amend page 1, section 1, line 16. 
Following: "than" 
Strike: "15" 
Insert: "5" 

3. Amend page 1, section 1, line 17 . 
Following: line 16 
Strike: "WITH" 
Insert: "without" 
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45th Leqislature HB 0280/03 

l HOUSE BILL NO. 280 

2 INTRODUCED BY SCULLYo RAMIREZo KIHRLE 

3 

4 A BILL FOR ~N ACT ENTITLED: "AN ACT TO PROVIDE FOR A 

5 SPECIFIC TIHE PERIOD IN WHICH A CRIMINAL CHARGE MAY BE 

6 AMENDED BY THE PROSECUTION ~~ HifH WITHQUJ LEAVE OF THE 

1 DISTRICT COURT AS TO HATTERS OF SUBSTANCE AND Tn LIMIT SUCH 

8 AMENDMENTS TO ONE OCCASION; AMENDING SECTION 95-1505o R.C.H. 

9 1947.• 

10 

ll 3E IT ENACTED BY THE lEGISLATURE Of THE STATE OF MONTANA: 

12 Section 1. Section 95-1505o R.C.H. i947o is amended to 

13 read as follows: 

14 "95-1505. Amendino the charqe. (a) A charqe ~ay be 

15 amended~ in ~atters of su~stance at any time~ be+~~~ 

16 de~eftde~-~~ead~ not less than t5 5 days before tLial• 

17 w+~he~~ HifH WITHOUT leave of court. 

16 1~1 The court may oer~it any charqe to be amended as 

19 to form at any ti~ hefore verdict or findino if no 

20 additional or different offense is charqed an~ if the 

21 

2Z 

23 

24 

substantial rights of the defendant are not prejudiced. 

(cl No charoe shall be dismis5ed because of a formal 

defect which does not tend to prejudice a substantial riqht 

of the defendant.• 

-End-

R E F E R E N C E B I L L 
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