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INTRODUCED BY __ ttl~~~~~ 
3 

4 A Bill FOR AN ACT ENTITLED: "AN ACT TD AMEND SE~TIO~ 

5 32-~143t R.C.Mo 1947, TO PROVIDt A PENALTY FOR RECKLESS 

6 ORIVI~G ~HICH RESULT5 F~OM A~ ATTEMPT TO FLtE FROM OR ELUDE 

7 A POLICE OFFICER." 

B 

9 Be IT ENACTED BY THE LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE Of MONTANA: 

10 Section 1. Section 32-2143, R.C.M. 1947o is amended to 

ll read as follows: 

12 "32-2143. Reckless driving. (a) Any person who drives 

13 any vahicle in willful or wanton disregarj for the safety of 

14 persons or property is Juilty of reckless driving. 

15 {o) Every pBrson convicted of reckless driving shall 

1& b; punish~d upon a first conviction by i~prisonment fJr a 

17 pericJ of 10t more than ninety (90) oays, ~r by fine of not 

18 less than t"'enty-five dollars {$25.00) nor IBOre than thre2 

19 hundr-ed dollars ($300oOO)t or ~y both such fine and , 
20 imp~isonment, and on a second or su~s=quent conviction shall 

21 oe pua i shed by i m:>r i sonment for not 1 ess than ten ( L•.J) days 

22 n~r ~ore tnan six (6) monthst or by a fine uf not less than 

23 fifty dollars ($5u.OO) nor more than five hundred dollars 

2~ ($500.00)• ~r by b0th such fine and imprisonment. 

25 (cl E.::~ch_.Jmrson coov~l&!LQ[_[s:.QI.l~.ik.LJlimj_ilL.i..:iinQ 
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Qfficer who was lawfully in pursujt and whose v~nikls:._~_at 

the time irl __ ~l i aoce wiltLiJHL~ilJilL!Lsn,wt!i_Qf_J.Z=2J.=U.Z 

~Q~~v im2risonment jn~county or ~itv iail 

for _!1!!.L..li.l.!i;i_!lli!J:!~Q..__llijll_QL~~ha!L~!112lttilli__t;)_4!:l~v 

~ed at t illL!:!.ll; ret ion of _tl:!lLS..QYr t a f i nlLQL __ aQt..__l~ 

than $300 O[__J!JQL~__t.!:!_Qa $500. On_£_sepnd or subse~;;nn.t. 

conviCtion. ·he ShalLru!J<\illliill:.!LXt-.i!IULL.i.~.lB!ltl!L_tQ[._S!.__t.~!l! 

gf_UQ!_l~~han 30 days or more thao_l~-~ch m3y b~ 

.<~dded at the ~tion of thll..--'l2ULLLliWL2Lwtl._~h.ao 

~2Q~~thao SloOOOo 

tet~ Each end--eve~T municipality in this state is 

hereby given authority to en.Jct: the foregoinJ parc•graohs 

(a)~ end (b)• and lei of this section as an ordinance, and 

is hereby given juri sdi ct ion of the 2nforcement of s<J i d 

or-dinance and of the i mpos. i ti on of tha fines ani ;>enal ti-e-s 

therein provided.•• 

-End-

-2- #6'~ 



STATE OF MONTANA 
REQUEST N0. 142-77 

FISCAL NOTE 

Form BD-15 

' In compliance with a written request re-:aived January 21 , 197_7 __ , there is hereby submitted a Fiscal Note 

for House Bill 226 pursuant to Chapter 53, Laws of Montana, 1965- Thirty-Ninth Legislative Assembly. 

Background information used in developing this Fiscal Note is available from the Office of Budget and Program Planning, to members 

of the Legislature upon request. 

DESCRIPTION OF PROPOSED LEGISLATION: 

An act to amend Section 32-2143, R.C.M. 1947, to provide a penalty for reckless driving which results from an attempt 
to flee from or elude a police officer. 

FISCAL IMPACT: 

Statistics indicating the number of persons convicted of reckless driving arising from an attempt to flee from or elude a 
police officer are not available; therefore, rio determination of fiscal impact can be made. 

~ 

Office of Budget and Program Planning .....J 
Date: L- 1. Cl- 77 
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Approved by Committee 
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INTRODUCED 

~ BILLNO.~ w 
"T{- -- N~4J+~-

A BILL FOR AN ACT ENTITLED: "AN ACT T'l AMEND SE:TIQ,~ 

32-2143• R.C.Mo 1947• TO PROVIDE A PENALTY FQR RECKLESS 

DRIVING WHICH RESULTS FKOM AN ATTEMPT TO FLeE FROM OR ELUDE 

A POLICE OFFICER.• 

BE IT ENACTED BY THE LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF ~ONTANA: 

Section 1. Section 32-2143• R.c.M. 1947• is amended to 

~ead as follows: 

"32-2143. Reckless driving. (a) Any person who drives 

any v2hicle in willful or wanton disregard for the safety of 

persons or property is ~uilty of reckless driving. 

(b) Every person convicted of reckl~ss driving shall 

be punish~d upon a first conviction by imprisonment f~r a 

perioJ of 10t ~ore than ninety (90) days. or oy fine of not 

less than t~e~ty-five dollars ($25.00) nor more than three 

hundred d" 11 ars ( $300.00 l• or :Jy both such fine and 

20 imprisonment9 and on a second or subsequent conviction shall 

21 oe pu~ished by i11nrisonment for not less than ten (l!Jl days 

22 n~r :nore tnan six (61 months• or by a fin<" of not l.ess than 

23 fifty dollars ($5o.OOl nor more than five hundred doll~rs 

24 1~500.00)• or by both such fine and imprisonment. 

25 I c) EactL-SHl .. Uil~k~IL~t.tl~~~ll.i.:i.~ 
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.tLll!!L2D--.all.ltm!U__on_hl.LlW.tl.~!LilWL.fUl.!JLQ.I:._!l:J...w1il__a_-J;Ul..l.i..t..e_ 

Q.fficer who was J~wfully in gu~yjt und whose~hjcle w9s at 

.tlliL_li~in-~!.i~-lll.l-~lL~JUU.L~.5........QLU=.Zl=:UZ. 

shall b~~hed by im2risonm~-in thG coun~cjty jail 

f.QL.....!!lil_l~t.l:!au_l~_QL!!Q.U:...J;.l:lilD._fL.wl.t!l:i.......1..>L~!!<lY 

ce added at t~~;retion of the coyrt a_Lin~__au~~~ 

.t.h.il.!L $300 or _l!!QLL~tL S5QJ. an a sec:md pr ~.<;tlillt 

s;_gnv i Ct ion, he sba1 LJl..IL-PUD i shed by j !!!IIL..i~,J.J!UWLfor a t~ 

Qf not Jess .than 30 days or mpre th2n_l~ to which may be 

.il~~~t...inn_gL~U.LLiLtiWLQ.Lnnt..._l ess than 

~220 or more tban J1,QOO. 

tet~dl Each end--eve~y •unicipality in this state is 

hereby given authority to enact the foregoing paragraphs 

(a) 1 ~d (b)t and lc} of this section as an ordinance. and 

is hereby given jurisdiction of the enforcement of said 

ordinance and of the imp?sition of th~ fines anj ~enalties 

therein provided.• 

-End-

-2- ~6~ 
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3 

4 A BILL FOR AN ACT ENTITLED: MAN ACT TO AMEND SECTIO~ 

5 32-2143• R.C.M. 1947o TO PROVIDE A PENALTY FOR RECKLESS 

b DRIVING WHICH RESULTS FROM AN ATTEMPT TO FLEE FROM OR ELUDE 

7 A POLICE OFFICER.• 

8 

9 BE IT ENACTED BY THE LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF MONTANA: 

10 Section 1. Section ~2-2143• R.c.H. 1947o is amended to 

11 read as follows: 

12 "32-2143. Reckless driving. (a) Any person who drives 

13 any vahicle in willful or wanton disregard for the safety of 

14 persons or property is ]uilty of reckless driving. 

15 (b) Every person convicted of reckless driving shall 

16 be punished upon a first conviction by imprisonment for a 

17 period of 1ot more than ninety (90) days. or oy fine of not 

18 less than twenty-five dollars (S25o00) nor more than three 

19 hundred dollars (S300.00)• or '<ly both such fine and 

20 imprisonment. and on a seco,,d or subsequent conviction shall 

21 oe pu;-oished oy illl,Jrisonment for not less than ten (10) days 

22 nor more tnan six (6) months• or by a fine of not less than 

23 fifty dollars ($50.00) nor more than five hundred dollars 

24 (S500.00)• or by both such fine and imprisonment. 

25 (c) EactL~!Lml!.~UIL!il.J.~ess driving UL.llllul 
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Uom an..s~t.Um!UJULhiLU<~Lt.~!Llle.!L.fLll!D.....w:___elude a _g.:il~ 

Qff icer who was lawfully in ·oyrsyjt and whose yehjcle was__;u. 

~he time in compliance with th~regyjremants of_3Z~2 

shall b~shed by im~rjsdn•ent in the county or cjty jail 

fQL_n~ less than 10 days_or •ore_tbgn_~~ tp wbjcn may 

be added at th'i' djsqetjon of the coyrt a fine of •JOt.._j_itU 

~ $300 or mor~a S50J. On a sec~nd or sub5e~u~ 

conllietj"ont ·he shall be punished by i!Dpri SioJ•ent for a t.et:m 

Qf not less than 30 davs or ~ore than 1 year to which may be 

added at the djsccetjoo of the coU£~D£-Qf-aat_less thaD 

~0 or more than SI.oou. 

tet~ Each end-~e~T •unicipality in this state is 

hereby given authority to enact the foregoing paragra~hs 

(a)~ ftnd (b)s and !cl of this section as an ordinance. and 

is hereby given jurisdiction of the enforcement of said 

ordinance and of the imposition of the fines and ~enalties 

therein prollid.O.H 

-End-

-2- #6~ 



March 15, 1977 

SENATE 
STANDING COMMITTEE REPORT 

Judiciary Committee 

That House Bill No. 226, third reading, be amended as follows: 

1. Amend title, line 5. 
Following: "TO" 
Strike: "PROVIDE A PENALTY FOR" 
Insert: "REDEFINE" 

2. Amend title, lines 6 and 7. 
Following: "DRIVING" 
Strike: lines 6 and 7 in their entirety 
Insert: "AND TO AMEND THE PENALTIES THEREFOR." 

3. Amend page 1, section 1, line 12. 
Following: "driving." 
Strike: "(a) Any" 
Insert: "(1) A" 
Following: "person 11 

Strike: "who drives" 
Insert: "commits the offense of reckless driving if he: 
(a) operates" 

4. Amend page l, section 1, line 14. 
Following: "property" 
Strike: "is guilty of reckless driving" 
Insert: "; or 
(b) flees or attempts to flee from or elude a peace officer who is 
lawfully in pursuit and whose vehicle is at the time in compliance with 
the requirements of 32-21-132" 

5. Amend page 1, section 1, line 15. 
Following: line 14 
Strike: "(b) Every" 
Insert: "(2) A" 
Following: "driving" 
Insert: "under subsection ( 1) (a)" 

6. Amend page 1, section l, line 25 through line 3 on page 2. 
Following: line 24 
Strike: "(c) Each" 
Insert: " ( 3) A" 
Following: "driving" 
Strike: lines 25 through line 3 on page 2 in their entirety 
Insert: "under subsection (l) (b)" 



p. 2 
H.B. 226 

7. Amend page 2, section l, lines 12, 13 and 14. 
Following: "1ct" 
Strike: " (d)" 
Insert: "14)" 
Following: "state" 
Strike: "is hereby given authority to" 
Insert: "may" 
Following: "enact" 
Strike: "the foregoingparagraphs (a), (b), and (c)" 
Insert: "and enforce subsections (l) through (3)" 

8. Amend page 2, section l, lines 14 through 17. 
Following: "an ordinance" 
Strike: lines 14 through 17 in their entirety 
Insert: " " 
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HOUS~ olLL NO. 226 

l•~lt<OOUCEO bY KEYStR• NATHE:, TRtiPILA• 11ANiJEL 

A BILL ~0~ AN ACI ENTITLED: "AN ACT T·J AMEND SECTION 

3l-~l't3• K.C.Mo 1947, TO PR~+er--•-PtN*tf~-Fe~ &~~t 

KlL~Lt~S UKIVlNG ~H+eH-~E~~f5-~RBI1-AN-AffEI1Pf-f6-Ft£t--FREI1 

~~--t~beE--•--P6t.eE--8rFfErR• ~--IU__AafHQ_~~i 

~df.l!.t.t.!.l~" 

tlc lT tNACTEO BY THE LEGISLATURE Of THE STATe Or MONTANA: 

Section 1. Section 32-21~3, R.t.!1. 1947• is aDended to 

read as follows: 

•32-2143. Reckless driving. tet--•ny ili-A person wh~ 

d~T~ ~ITS THE QEtENSt Ot RECKLESS DRIVING IE_tl~ 

tAL_ll~&All:l any ven1cle in willrul or wanton 

disreaard for the saf .. ty of persons or oroperty TS-.,.,.T-1-ty-<>i' 

reek+ess-rlrTYTn~_QR 

~ L_EL.f.U 08 AI I f:l1 P I.LliLtllL.f.ltiilL!l&__llUliL. _A __ e.tlf.t 

1. tl.ll. 1;.1!. __ filiiL__l.LLAitEiJ..L.L.Y-l.tLf.UR~AtiQ_MtlO S E VI: H ll.LL~I 

ltl.f;._l~L ltLf.W1fllAril.L!U.I.ti_ltiL£.U.U I REM EN! LUL..J.cZ.l'::.liZ.• 

tet--Eyery ~--A person convicted ot r~ckless drivinq 

JJ~ill;li_i!id.S.~illlli--ill.LAl shall be puni sn.,r:l upon a first 

convi~Lion ov 'mprisonment for a per1od of not ~or~ than 

ninety (90) aays. or Dy fine ot not less tnan tw~nty-tive 

dollars (52!:1.001 nor lllore than three hundred r1ollar~ 
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(5300.001• or by both such fine and imprisonment. and on a 

seconl or subsequent conviction shall be punishPd by 

imprisonment tor not less than t .. n (10) days nor .are than 

six (b) monthso or by a fine of not less than fifty dollars 

(j~O.Ju) nor ~ore than five hundred dollars (S500.00)o or by 

oath >uch finP. and imprisonment. 

~±==f~b .Lil--A ~erson convicted ot reckl~ss r1rivinq 

.=titirut::£~::.=tia!Jlt.::l2a=b±2=~-t~-ttt:e::ttns::~htde.::=.a 

~~~u:=l!bQ::=.JrG!I.=imlflribe-tn--our:auit=tmd::wfm3e 

~mttt..e=.JrH=ttl:l~ti:~~e-+n=eeJ!llt±Mce=wttl!:::~~an:l:2 

stf::::.:lcH=i:~ J.!tiQJ;JL SUBSECTION lll!B) shall be R.l.lo.is..b~ 

i•prjsonment jo_t~gunty or cjty jajl tor not less than 10 

~.il.YL~....ID.W:lLt.b..a.ILb:_IIOOths to..-!llb..i~:t--.ll:!L_added at the 

~i..S.Ul:.l.i.D.IL2f-1WLi:.nntl a fine of not l esL.:tb..aJL.1lll..Q_!IL-lii.IU:..e 

l.b.a!L.ll illlK-iJn_a.J.~ QllJLQL .J.JLb s eo uent !0.20.!lli:t..i>wL-!Ht.J. b.itl.l--.b:e 

llWlll'l~lLlU_illll.Li:ulllllle.DLUU. Lter!l cf [Wt .~tlillLll~a,n 

SlL .Jil2.L!Lt.hiW_lJ.ll.ilL!: .. ILl!llli.r.h--D!aY be added at--'Jlil;_jjllUel.UIO 

gL~~~~LLli~~LM~~~L-lMIL~~~L--DI!IL.lL-1~ 

.u .... Ull .... 

tet±~l Eacn ~d-~e~~ municipality in this state +s 

he~eby-~TYen-ett~h~~T~y-~~ MAY .. nact ~he-t~rett~T~-p~n~~ephs 

tetx end tbt:J:=!md=tl:.~ !WLEI:lflllik~ll.SK!liiHLil.LltiB.QIJiili 

ill ot this section as dn ordinanceT--end--Ts--hereb~--"*we" 

iu~+s~e~+en-et-~"e-en+~eemen~-~-se+e-erdT~eee-eftd-~t-the 

+mp&S~~Tee-~t-~he-tTees-eftd-peee+~ies-~here+n-preYTded.~• 

-I- H6 Zlt> 
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