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! BILL FOB AM ACT ENTITLED: "AM ACT TO ENABLE ClNDIDATES 

FOR THE LEGISLATURE TO CO~PLY liTH THE C!~PAIGN FINANCE 

REPORTIJG REQUIRE~ENTS BY FILIHG A SIMGLE, SIMPLIFIED REPORT 

FOR AI KLECTIOI WHENEVER COMTRIBDTIOJS liD EXPEJDITDRES DO 

NOT !ICEED $5,000; l~EJDING SECTIONS 23-4778 liD 23-4779, 

B.C.~. 1947.• 

BE IT EI&CTED BY TRE LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF !OITAil: 

section 1. section 23-4778, R.c.M. 1947, is aaended to 

read as follows: 

"23-~778. Reports of contributions and expenditures 

required. (1) ~ Except as provided in subsection 12L& 

~~ candidate and political coaaittee shall file periodic 

reports of contribntions and expenditures •ade by or on the 

behalf of a candidata or political co••ittee. lll reports 

reqaired by this section shall be filed with the 

coaaissioner and with tbe county clerk and recorder of the 

county in vhich a candidate is a resident or tbe political 

coa1ittee has its headquarters. Rovever, where residency 

vi thin a district, county, city, or tovn is not a 

prerequisite for being a candidate, copies of all reports 

shall be filed ~ith the county clerk and recorder of the 

I N T R 0 D U C E D B I L L 

2 

3 

q 

5 

6 

7 

B 

9 

10 

11 

12 

13 

14 

15 

16 

17 

18 

1'1 

20 

21 

22 

23 

2Q 

25 

LC 0651/01 

county in which the ~lection is to be held, or if the 

Plection is to be held in a ore than one conn ty, vi tb tbe 

clerk and recorder in tbe county that the coaalssioner shall 

specify. 

(2) In lieu of all contribution and expeudi ture 

reports required by this act, the coaaissioner shall accept 

copies of the reports filed by candidates for congress and 

president of the United States, and their political 

coa•ittees, pursuant to the requireaents of federal law. 

(3) Candidates for a state office filled by a 

statewide vote of all the voters of Montana, the political 

coaaittees for such candidates, and political coaaittees 

organized to support or oppose a statewide issue, shall file 

reports: 

{a) on the tenth dar of !arch and Septe•ber, in each 

year that an election is to be held, and on the fifteenth 

and fifth days next preceding the date on vhich an election 

is held, and within twenty-four (2~) hours after receiving a 

contribution of five hundred dollars ($500) or aore at any 

tiae after the last pre-election report; 

(b) not aore than tventy (20) days after the date of 

the election; 

(c) on the tenth day of !arch and Septe•ber of each 

year following ~n election so long as there is an 

unexpended balance or an expenditure ~eficit in a ca•paign 
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account ; and 

(d) whenever: a candidate or political coaaittee 

finally closes its books. 

(41 ~aBdiia~es Except as provided in subsection !9)L 

candidates for a state district office, including but not 

liaited to, candidates for the legislature, public service 

coaaission, or district court judge, their political 

coaaittees, and political coaaittees organized to support or 

oppose district issues, shall file reports: 

(a) on the tenth day next preceding the date on which 

an election is held, and within twenty-four (211) hours after 

receiving a contribution of one hundred dollars ($1001 or 

aore at any tiae after the last pre-election report; 

(b) not aore than twenty (20) days after the date of 

the election; 

(c) wheneYer a candidate or political coa•ittee 

finally closes its books. 

(5) Candidates for any other public office, their 

political co•aittees. and political co••ittees organized to 

support or oppose local issues, shall be required to file 

the reports specified in subsection (41 only if the total 

aaount of contributions receiYed or the total a•ount of 

funds expended for an election, excluding the filinq fee 

paid by the candidate• exceed fiYe hundred dollars ($500). 

(6) All reports l"equired by this section shall be 
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co•plete as of the date prescribed by the co••issioner, 

which shall not be less than five (5) or aore than ten (10) 

days before the date of filing as specified in subsections 

(2) through {5) of this section. 

(7) The co••issioner shall adopt rules and regulations 

that will per•it political co••ittees. including political 

parties, to file copies of a single coaprehensiYe report 

when they support or oppose •ore than one candidate or 

issue. 

(8) ~ep•~~s Exc~pt as provided in subsection (9), 

reports filed under this section shall be filed to cover the 

following ti•e periods: 

{a) the initial report shall cower a 11 contributions 

receiwed or expenditures aade by a candidate or political 

co••ittee prior to the ti•e that a person beca•e a candidate 

as defined in subsection (1) of section 23-11777 until the 

date prescribed by the co•aissioner for the filing of the 

appropriate initial report pursuant to subsections (2) 

through (5) of this section; 

(b) subsequent periodic reports shall cover the period 

of time fro• the closing of the previous report to a date 

prescribed by the co•eissioner, which shall not be less than 

fiYe (5) days or more than ten (101 days before the date of 

filing; 

(c) final reports shall cower the period of ti•e fro• 

-II-



2 

3 

II 

5 

6 

, 
8 

9 

10 

11 

12 

13 

14 

15 

16 

1'1 

18 

19 

20 

21 

22 

23 

211 

25 

tc Co51/0 1 

the last periodic refcrt to the final closing cf the tacks 

of the candidate cr political ccssittee. 

J.21. __ .1i!LL.-£~.Q!!i da ti__.f.£.L1!!!L..!~.9!~!i!11!fL.!l!£_fg£ ei v e£ 

£2~!ri£uticns_21_!~~~-1l!i!~-j~CCO and sakes e~~E£!!Yf~~--2! 

lg~ __ 1hi!B--l!~ __ !£f _ _i!E __ g!~!i~l-si!1!~1l_!1~-!il!~ 

~~ir£!gE!§_£f thi§_£gct.i,g~_fl_§ub~l11i]g __ ~g-~~crt __ ]£! 

..!l!lgf_than_20_~~-~1!~f_1l!e election~ 

.1~l--1l!~--~£2£!_§hall_sg!~_!l!i-!!!~-E~iod cs~~~~£iB.9 

i!§_frcvided in subsecticn_j§1Ji!l_~S-~~gj!~-ffgscri1ed_fl 

th~£2!!!2~!QB~ 

.1£1- !be cossissioner ~l!i!!l-~-!]les _!f__gni!ble __ ~ 

candjg~ _ _!g __ £~fll__.!!!l! __ the filing reguiresen!§_£1-!l!.!§ 

§g£1iQ!_i.f._!hg_~digate~!ie!£Q_in__gggg __ faj!1__!l!!1-_1l!g 

p:ov isions__Ql this __ §!!bse ct!Q!_.!!2J!ld b!:_i!E£li£ab!~ ut_.i,g 

!i!£!_!£g_j~£Q~Q_!l•i!i!tiQQ_gg_ccntril!y!!£!!§_£! __ gAEgE£i!Y£g§ 

!!i!~-H!<~fdeg~" 

Section 2. Section 23-477~. E.C.~. 1947, is amended to 

read 'lS fcllc .. s: 

"23-4779. What reports aust disclose. ~ !!Sg£1_!~ 

£IQYid~g_.i,]_l§g£!i£E_lJ~Sh report required by this act 

shall disclose the following infcrsaticr7 £ 64~¥4-~-a ~ 

candidate shall only te required to refOtt the information 

SfEcified in this section if the transactions involyed were 

ande~taken for the purFose of influencing an electicn: 

(1) the amount cf cash en band at tbe beginnirg cf the 
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repo~ting period; 

(2) the full naae and sailing address (occupation and 

the principal plac~ of business, if any) of each person who 

has aade aggregate contributions, other than loans, of 

tventy-fiYe dollars (S25) or ao~e to the candidate or 

political cossittee (including the purchase of tickets for 

events such as dinners, luncheons, rallies, and siailar 

fund-raising eYents) within the reporting period together 

with the aggregate asount of those contributions, and the 

total amount of contributions aade by that person; 

(3) the total sus of individual contributions aade to 

or for the political ccssittee or candidate and not reported 

under subsection (2) of this section; 

(II) the naae and address of each political coaaittee 

or candidate froa which the reporting co•aittee or candidate 

receiYed any transfer of funds together with the aaount and 

dates of all those transfers; 

(5) each loan fro• any person during the reporting 

period together with the full naaes and sailing addresses 

{occupation and principal place of business, if any) of the 

lender and endorsers, if any, and the date and aaount of 

each loan; 

(6) the aaount and nature of debts and obligations 

owed to a political coasittee or candidates in the for• 

prescribed by the cosmissioner; 
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(7) au itaized account of proceeds frow: 

{a) the sale of tickets to each dinner, luncheon, 

rallJ, and other fund-raising eYents; 

(b) waas collections wade at such an e•ent; and 

(c) sales of iteas such as political caapaign pins, 

buttons, badges, flags, eableas, hats, banners, literature, 

and siailar aaterials; 

{8) each contribution, rebate, refund, or other 

receipt not otherwise listed under subsections (2) through 

(6) of this section during the reporting period; 

{9) the total sua of all receipts recei•ed bJ or for 

the coaaittee or candidate dnri11g the reportiaq perioll; 

(10) the full naae and wailing address (occupation and 

the principal place of business, if anJ) of each person to 

vhoa expenditures baye been aade bJ the coaaittee or 

candidate during the reporting period, including the awount, 

date, and purpose of each expenditure and the total aaonnt 

of expenditures aade to each person; 

(11) the full naae and aailinq addresses (occupation 

and the principal place of business, if anJl of each person 

to vhow an expenditure for personal serYices, salaries, and 

reiabursed expenses ha•e beea aade, including the aaount, 

date, and purpose of that expenditure and the total amount 

of expenditures aade to each person; 

(12) the total sua of expenditures aade bf a political 
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coawittee or candidate during the reporting period; 

(13) the na•e and address of each political co•aittee 

or candidate to which the reporting coa•ittee or candidate 

aade anr transfer of funds together with the aaount and 

dates of all those transfers: 

(14) the naae of any person to vhoa a loan vas aade 

during the reporting period, including the full nawe and 

•ailing address (occ~pation and priacipal place of business, 

if any) of that person, and the full naae and •ailing 

address (occupation and principal place of business, if any) 

of the endorsers, if any, and the date and aaount of each 

loan; 

(15) the aaount ana nature of debts and obligations 

owed bJ a political coaaittee or candidate in tbe fora 

prescribed bf the commission~r; 

(16) other inforvation that aay be required by the 

co•aissioner to fully disclose the sources and disposition 

of funds used to support or oppose candidates or issues." 

section 3. There is a nev R.C.R. section that reads as 

follows: 

Short fora caapaign finance report. l candidate for the 

legislature vho is satisfying the filing requireaents of 

23-4778 bf filing a report under the proYisious of 

·23-4778(9) shall supply the following inforaation: 

(1) the full nave and address of each person who has 
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contributed in the aggreqate aore than S25 and the amount 

2 contributed; 

3 (2) a list of all ezpenditures nde during the 

~ caapaign, indicating to vboa aade and the aaount; 

5 {3) the aaount of indebtedness incurred by the 

6 candidate reaaining unpaid on the day following the 

7 election. 

-End-
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