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__H____ BILL %0, QQE

INTRODUCED BY JF‘M&&A. %«M- et -ﬁl’«-«,««/

e Aewct Pt W R el
A SILL FOR AN ACT ENTITLED: AN ACT TO ENABLE CANDIDATES
POR THE LEGISLATURE TO CCMPLY WITH THE CARPAIGN FPINANCE
REPORTING REQUIREMENTS BY FILING & SIEGLE, SIMPLIPIED REPORT
POR AN ELECTION WHENEVER CCONTRIBOTIONS AND EXPENDITOURES DO
N¥OT ZEXCEED 3$5,000; AREBNDING SECTIONS 23-4778 AFRD 23-4779,

R.C. M. 1947 .

BE IT EEACTED BY THE LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF MONTANA:
Section 1. Section 2386778, B.C.H. 1347, is amended to
read as follows:
%23.8778. Reports of contributions and expenditures

required. {1} RBaeh Except _as_provided in subsection_ (9},

cach candidate and political committee shall file periodic
reports of coatribotions and expenditures made by or on the
behalf of a candidats or political committee, A1}l reports
required by this section shall be filed with the
commissioner and with the county clerk and recorder of the
county 1in which a candidate is a resident or the political
comnittee has its headquarters. However, where residency
within a district, county, city, or town is not a
prerequisite for being a caandidate, copies of all reports

shall be filed with the county clerk and recorder of the
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coanty in which the electiomn is to be held, or if the
election is to be held in more than one county, with the
clerk and recorder im the county that the cocamissioner shall
specify.

2 In 1lieu of all contribution and expenditure
reports reguired by this act, the commissioner shall accept
copies of the reports filed by candidates for congress and
president of the United States, apd their political
cogmittees, pursuant to the requirements of federal law.

{3) Candidates for a state office filled by a
statewide vote of all the voters of Montana, the political
committees for such candidates, and political committees
organized to support or oppose a statewide issue, shall file
reports:

{8) on the tenth day of March and Septesber, in each
vear that an election is to be held, and on the £fifteenth
and fifth days next preceding the date on which an election
is held, and within twenty-four (28%) hours after receiving a
contribution of five hundred dollars ($500) or more at any
time after the last pre—election report;

{b} not wmore than twenty {20) days after the date of
the election;

{€} on the tenth day of March amd Septesber of each
year following an election so long as there is an

unexpended balance or an expenditure deficit in a campaign
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account; and
(d} vwhenever a candidate or political coamittee
finally closes its books.

{4) GCandidates Pxcept as provided _in _subsection_  {9),

candidates for a state district office, including but not
limited to, candidates for the legislature, pablic service
commission, or district court Jjudge, their political
committees, and political committees organized to support or
oppose district issuves, stall file reports:

(a) on the tenth day next preceding the date on which
an election is held, and within twenty-four (24) hours after
receiving a contribution of one hundred dollars ($100) or
more at any time after the last pre—election report;

{b} mnot more than twenty (20) days after the date of
the election;

{c) wvhenever a candidate or political coamittee
finally closes its hooks.

(5) <cCandidates for any other puablic office, their
political comamittees, and political coamittees organized to
support or oppose local issues, shall be reguired to file
the reports specified in subsection (%) only if the total
amounit of contributions received or the total amount of
funds expended for an election, excluding the filing fee
paid by the candidate, exceed five humdred dollars ($500).

(6) All reports required by this section shall be
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cosplete as of the date prescribed by the comsissioner,
vhich shall not be less than five [S5) or more tham ten (10)
days before the date of filing as specified in subsections
(2) through ({S) of this section.

(7Y The commissioner shall adopt rules and regulatioas
that will permit political coamittees, 1including political
parties, to file copies of a single comprehensive report
when they support or oppose aore than one candidate or
issne.

(B) Reperts Pxcapt _as _prowvided _in _subsection_ {9},

ceports filed under this section shall be filed to cover the
follovwing tise periods:

{a) the initial report shall cover all contributions
received or expenditures wmade by a candidate or political
commaittee prior to the time that a person became a candidate
as defined in subsection (1} of section 23-4777 until the
date prescribed by the comaissicner for the filing of the
appropriate initial report pursuant to subsections (2)
through (S) of this section;

{b) subsequent periodic reports shall cover the period
of time from the closing of the previous report to a date
prescribed by the comaissioner, which shall not be less than
five (5) days or more than ten (10) days before the date of
filing;

{c) final rteports shall cover the period of time froa
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the last pericdic repcrt to the fipal clesing cf the Locks
cf the candidate cr political cczmittee.

{S)__14a) A _candidate__fcr_ the_legislature who_receives

contributicns of less_than 3$5,0C0 _and pakes exrerditures__cf

less__thap $5,00C _for ap_ _election may satisfy thke_filing

requirements_of this section_ Ly submitting cpe__xepcrt not

later thap 20 days_after the_electicn,

{b}_ _The rerort_shall cover_ the time reriod ccmmencipg

as_rrcvided _ip subsecticn_(8)(a) and_epding as_frescribed Ly

the commissioper.

{c) _The_ comsissiorer_shall adopt _rules__tc__enable_ _a

capndidate _tc__comply _with the filing requiremsents cf this

section_ if the candidate believed in _good_ _faith _that the

provisions__of_ _this _subsecticn_wonld be applicable, Ltut in

fact the $5,000 limitatiop cn ccontributicps cr__expenditures

exceeded.™
Section 2. Section 23-477¢, EF.C.M. 1947, is amended tc
read as fcllcws:

"23-4779, What repcrts gust disclcse., ¥aeh Except_as

provided_in_ [section_3], each report required Lty this act
shall disclose the following infcrmaticry, exeepi—4hat-a 3
candidate shall orly te required tc teport the inforesatiosn
specified in this section if the transacticms involved were
andertaken for the purpcse of influencing an electica:

{1} the amount cf cash cn hand at the beginnirg cf the
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reporting period;

{2) the full name and mailing address {occupation and
the principal place of business, if any) of each person who
has =made aggregate contributions, other than 1loans, of
tventy-five dollars ($25) or wsore to the candidate or
political committee (including the purchase of tickets for
events such as dinners, luancheons, rallies, and similar
fund-raising events) within the reporting period togethar
vith the aggregate amount of those contributioans, and the
total amount of contributions made by that person;

{3) the total sur of individual contributions made to
or for the political committee or candidate and not reported
under subsection (2) of this section;

{8) the name and address of each political coamittee
or candidate from which the reporting committee or candidate
received any transfer of funds together with the amcunt and
dates of all those transfers;

{5) each loan from any person during the reporting
pariod together with +the full nases and mailing addresses
{occupation and principal place of business, if any) of the
lender and endorsers, if any, and the date and amount of
each loamn;

{6} the amount and nature of debts and obligations
owed to a political coamittee or candidates in the form

prescribed by the commissioner;
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{7} an itesized account of proceeds froa:

{(a) the sale of tickets to each dianer, luncheon,
rally, and other fund-raising events;

(b} wmass collections made at such an event; and

fc) sales of iteas such as political campaign pins,
buttons, badges, flags, emblems, hats, banners, literature,
and similar smaterials;

(8) each contribution, rebate, refund, or other
receipt not otherwise listed under subsections (2} throagh
{6) of this section during the reporting period;

(9) the total sua of all receipts received by or for
the committee or candidate during the reporting period;

{10} the f3ll name and mailing address (occupation and
the principal place of business, if any) of each person to
vhom expenditures have been made by the coasittes or
candidate derirg the reporting period, including the amount,
date, and purpose of each expenditure and the total amount
of expenditures made to each person;

{11) the full name and w»ailing addresses (occupation
and the principal place of business, if any) of each person
to whom an expenditure for personal services, salaries, and
reiwbursed expenses havg been made, including the amount,
date, and purpose of that expenditure and the total amount
of expenditures made to each persong

{12) the total sua of expenditures made by a political
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comsittee or candidate during the reporting period;

{13) the nams and address of each political committee
or candidate to which the reporting committee or candidate
nade any transfer of fumds together with the amount and
dates of all those transfers;

(18) the name of any person to whom a loan was made
during the reporting period, including the full nase and
mailing address {occupation and priscipal place of business,
if any) of that person, and the full name and wailing
address {occupatiom and principal place of business, if any)
of the endorsers, if any, and the date and amount of each
loan;

{15} the asount and nature of debts and obligations
owed by a political committee or candidate ia the form
prescribed by the commissioner;

(16) other information that may be reguired by the
commissioner to fully disclose the sources and disposition
of funds used to support or oppose candidates or issmnes."

Section 3. There is a nev R.C.K. section that reads as
follovws:

Short form campaign finance report. A candidate for the
legislature who is satisfying the filing reguirements of

23-4778 by filing a Teport aunder the provisions of

23-8778(9} shall supply the following information:

(1) the full name and address of each person who has
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contributed in the aggregate more than $25 and the amount

contributed;

{(2) a list of all erpenditures wmsade during
campaign, indicating to whom sade and the amount;

{3} the amount of indebtedness incurred by
candidate resaining unpaid on the day following
election,

—End-
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