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INTRODUCED F
ll 

oY , WL NO • ..LLf_ 
<.c~..S:.~ c:;:::::------

A BILL FOR AN ACT ENTITLED: "AN ACT TO EXEMPT CANDIDATES 

FOR THE OFFICE OF TRUSTEE OF CERTAIN SCHOOL DISTRICTS FROM 

THE PROVISIONS OF THE ELECTION LAWS RELATING TO CAMPAIGN 

TREASURERS, CAMPAIGN DEPOSITORIESt AND FILING REPORTS WITH 

THE COMMISSIONER OF CAMPAIGN FINANCES AND PRACTICES; 

AMENDING SECTIONS 23-4778 AND 23-4761, R.C.Mo 1947.• 

BE IT ENACTED BY THE LEGISLATURE Of THE STATE OF MONoANA: 

Section 1o Section 23-4778o R.c.H. 1~47• is a•ended to 

read as follows: 

•z3-4778. Reports of contributions and expenditures 

required. (L) Each candidate and political coamittee shall 

file periodic reports of contributions and expenditures made 

by or an the behalf of a candidate or political ca••ittee. 

All reports required by this section shall be filed with the 

ca~issioner and with the county clerk and recorder of the 

county in which a candidate is a resident or the political 

committee has its headquarters. However• where resi1~ncy 

within a district• county, city, or town is nat a 

prerequisite far being a candidate, copies of all reports 

shall be filed with the county clerk and recorder of the 

county in which the election is to be held, or if the 
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election is to be held in more than one county, with the 

clerk and recorder in the county that the co•missioner shall 

specify. 

(2) In lieu of all contribution and expenditure 

reports required by this act, the commissioner shall accept 

copies of the reports filed by candidates for congress and 

president of the United States, and their political 

co•mittees, pursuant to the requiresents of federal law. 

(3) Candidates for a state office filled by a 

statewide vote of all the voters of Montana. the political 

com•ittees for such candidates, and political co.,•ittees 

organized to support or oppose a statewide issueo shall file 

reports: 

(a) an the tenth day of March and Septembero in each 

year that an election is to be heldo and on the fifteenth 

and fifth days next preceding the date on which an election 

is heldo and within twenty-four (24) hours after receiving a 

contribution of five hundred dollars ($500) or more at any 

time after the last pre-election report; 

(b) nat more than twenty {20) days after the date of 

the e1 ect ion; 

(c) on the tenth day of March and September of ~ach 

year following an election so long as there is an 

unexpended balance or an expenditure deficit in a campaign 

account; and 
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(d) whenever a candidate or political committee 

finally closes its oooks. 

(4) Candidates for a state district office• including 

but not li•ited to, candidates for the legislature, public 

service co.mission, or district court judge, their political 

committees, and political committees or]anized to support or 

oppose district issues, shall file reports: 

(a) on the tenth aay next preceding the date on which 

an election is held; and within twenty-four (24) hours after 

receiving a contribution of one hundred dollars (S100) or 

more at any ti~ after the last pre-election report; 

(b) not more than twenty (20) days after the date of 

the election; 

(c) whenever a candidate or political c.o•mi ttee 

finally closes its books. 

(5) tal A candjdate for ·trustee of~~ djstrjct. 

gther·than a ~~~Strjct located~a county having 

a pppylatign greater tnan 50t000o is ogt regyjreQ_~Lle 

any reports· wjth__ibe cQ••issioner -DL-~Rt¥- clerk and 

I:~~ 

Ln} Candidates for any other public office. including 

trustee ·of a fjrst-class school district located jn a cou~ 

having a popy~ greater than so.ooo. their political 

committees, and political committees organized to support or 

oppose local issueso shall be required to file the reports 
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specified in subsection (4) only if the total amount of 

contributions received or the total amount of funds expended 

for an election. excluding the filing fee paia by the 

candidate, exceed five hundred dollars (S500)o 

(6) All reports required by this section shall be 

complete as of the date prescribed by the commissioner, 

which shall not be less than five (5) or •ore than ten (10) 

days before the date of filing as specified in subsections 

(2) through (5) of this section. 

(7) The commissioner shall adopt rules and regulations 

that will permit political committees, including political 

parties, to file copies of a single comprehensive report 

when they support or oppose more than one candidate or 

issue. 

18) Reports filed under this section shall be filed to 

cover the following time periods: 

(a) the initial report shall cover all contributions 

received or ~xpenditures made by a candidate or political 

committee prior to the time that a person became a candidate 

as defined in subsection (1) of section 23-4777 until the 

date prescribed by the commissioner for the filing of the 

appropriate initial report pursuant to subsections (2) 

through (5) of this section; 

(b) subsequent periodic reports shall cover the ptriod 

· of ti•e from the closing of the previous report to a date 
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prescribed by the commissioner, which shall not be less than 

fiva (5) days or sore than ten (10) days before the date of 

filing; 

(C) final ~eports shall cover the period of time from 

the last periooic report to the final closing of tha Jooks 

of the candidate or political com•ittee.• 

Section 7o Section 23-4781• R.(.M. 1947, is amended to 

read as follobs: 

M23-4781o Campaign treasurer and campaign depository 

exce?tion for certain school distriCts. (1) Each 

candidate for nomination or election to office. includ~ 

trustee of a first-class. school dis.:t..J:.l..t.. located in a county 

h~~~~n greater than 50.~ and each political 

co~mittee sha 1 appoint one {11 campaign treasurer. No 

contribution shall oe received or expenditure made oy or on 

behalf of a ~:andidate or 

candidate or political 

pol it i cal 

coao•ittee 

committee 

appoints 

unt i 1 the 

a ca111pa i gn 

treasurer and certifies the name and address of the campaign 

treasurer pursuant to this section. The certification, 

wnich sha11 include an organizational state.ent, properly 

acknowledged by a notary public, and setting forth of the 

name and address of the campaign treasurer and 3\l ~ther 

officers, if any, of the political committee, shall oe filea 

with the commissioner and the appropriate county clerk and 

recorder as specified for the filing of reports in section 
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23-4778. 

12) A campaign treasurer may appoint deputy ca~paign 

treasurers, but not more than one (1) in each county in 

which the campaign is conducted. Each candidate and 

political committee shall certify the full name and complete 

address of the campaign treasurer and all deputy campaign 

treasurers with the office with whom th~ candidate or the 

pol !tical com"mittee is required to file reports. 

(3) Any campaign or deputy campaign treasurer 

appointed pursuant to this section shall be a registered 

voter in this state. An individual may be appointed and 

serve as a campaign treasurer of a candidate and a ~olitical 

committee or two (2) or more candidates and political 

committees. A candidate may appoint hi111self as his own 

campaign or deputy ca~aign treasurer. No individual may 

serve as a campaign or deputy campaign treasurer or p~rform 

any duty required of a campaign or deputy campaign treasurer 

of a candidate or political coamittee until he has been 

designated and his name certified by the candidate or 

political committee. 

(4) Deputy campaign treasurers may exercise any of the 

powers and duties of a campaign treasurer as set forth in 

this act when specifically authorized in writing to do so by 

the campaign treasurer and the candidate in the case of a 

candidate, or the campaign treasurer and the chairman of the 
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political committee in the case of a political committee. 

(5) A candidate or political committee may reaove his 

or its campaign or deputy campaign treasurer. The removal 

of any treasurer or deputy treasurer shall immediately be 

reported to the officer with whom the name of the campaign 

treasurer was originally filed. In case of death, 

resignation, or removal of 

before compl lance with any 

his or its campaign treasurer 

obligation of a campaign 

treasurer under this act, the candidate or political 

co••ittee shall appoint a successor and certify the na111e and 

address of the successor as specified in subsection (11 of 

this section. 

(6) Each candidate and each political committee shall 

designate one (1) primary campaign depository for tt>e 

purpose of depositing all contributions received and 

disbursing all expenditures made by the candidate or 

political committee. The candidate or political com•ittee 

18 may also designate one (1) secondary depository in each 

19 county in which an election is held and in which the 

20 candidate or com•ittee participates. Deputy campaign 

21 treasurers •ay make deposits in and make expenditures from 

22 secondary depositories when authorized to do so as provided 

23 in subsection (It) of this section. Only a bank authorized to 

24 

25 

transact business in Montana may be designated as a 

campaign depository. The candidate or political committee 
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shall file the na~e and address of each pri•ary and 

secondary depository so designated at the same time and with 

the same officer with whoa ~~e candidate or committee files 

the name of his or its campaign treasurer pursuant to 

subsection (1) of this section. Nothing in this subsection 

shall prevent a political committee or candidate from having 

more than one campaign account in the same depository. 

171 If a school district is ~n<U:. a fir:l't-'class djstrjct 

located jn a county hayjnQ a population greater than 50r000r 

the oroyjsi-oris of the electjori laws ·relating to c.ampajgn 

~reasurers and cawpajgn dep~itories do not apply tn__~ 

gffjce of trusteeOf the district.• 

-End-
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INTRODUCED 

Objection Raised to 
Adverse Committee Report 

7lr{~~~ -, BILL ~Oo .LL£ 
~yr~~v~--

A BILL FO~ AN ACT ENTITLED: "AN ACT TO EXEMPT CANOiuATES 

FOR THE OFFICE OF TRUSTEE OF CERTAIN SCHOOL DISTRICTS FROM 

!HE PROVISIONS OF THE ELECTION LAWS RELATING TO CAMPAIGN 

TREASURERS, CAMPAIGN OEPOSITORIESo ANO FILING REPORTS WITH 

THE COMMISSIONER OF CAMPAIGN FINANCES AND PRACTICES; 

AMENDING SECTIONS 23-4778 AND 23-4781o R.C.Mo 1947.• 

BE IT ENACTED BY THE LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF MONTANA: 

Section 1. Section 23-4778, R.c.M. 1947, is a•ended to 

read as follows: 

•zJ-4778. Reports of contributions and expenditures 

required. {1) Each candidate and political committee shatl 

file periodic reports of contributions and expenditures made 

by or on the oehalf of a candidate or political co••ittee. 

All reports required by this section shall oe filed with the 

commissioner and with the county clerk and recorder of the 

county in which a candidate is a resident or the political 

co•mittee has its headquarters. However, where residency 

within a districto county, cityo or town is not a 

prerequisite for being a candidate, copies of all reports 

shall be filed with the county clerk and recorder of the 

county in which the election is to be held, or if the 

SECOND R E A D I N G 

LC D653/0l 

1 election is to be held in more than one county, with the 

2 clerk and recorder in the county that the co••issioner shall 

3 specify. 

4 (2) In lieu of all contribution and expenditure 

5 reports required by this acto the co•missioner shall accept 

" copies of the reports filed by candidates for congress and 

7 president of the United States. and their political 

8 committees, pursuant to the require-ants of federal law. 

9 (3) Candidates for a state office filled by a 

10 statewide vote of all the voters of Montana, the political 

ll committees for such candidates, and political com•ittees 

12 organized to support or oppose a statewide issue, shall file 

13 reports: 

14 (a) on the tenth day of March and Septa.ber, in each 

15 year that an election is to be held, and on the fifteenth 

16 and fifth days next preceding the date on which an election 

17 is held. and within twenty-four (24) hours after receiving a 

18 contribution of five hundred dollars (S500) or 20re at any 

1'1 time dfter the last p~e-election report; 

20 (b) not more than twenty (20) days after the date of 

21 the election; 

22 (c) on the tenth day of March and Septemoer of each 

23 year following an election so long as there is an 

24 unexpended oalance or an expenditure deficit in a campaign 

25 account; and 

-2- ///J/76 
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(d) whenever a candidate or political co.-ittee 

finally closes its books. 

(4) Candidates for a state district office, including 

but not li•ited to, candidates forth~ legislatur~, public 

service co.misslono or district court judge, ~heir political 

committees, and political co•mittees or]anized to support or 

oppose district issueso shall file reports: 

(a) on the tenth day next preceding the date on which 

an election is heldo and within twenty-four (24) hours after 

receiving a contribution of one hundred dollars (S100) or 

•ore at any ti.a after the last pre-election report; 

(b) not more than twenty (20) days after the date of 

the election; 

(c) whenever a candidate or political COMWLi t te~ 

finally closes its books. 

(5) fal A candidate for trust.ge of a schogl djstr jet. 

gtller than a f..i.a.t:=UULdl.strjct lw;a.ttUL.in_~ haying 

a_JMU2illllliwl~UL____J;.tJ..afL~.L.iL.o~~t.iL.f.l.il 

any reoorts ~.th~ll.i~D.aL-2L-L~WD.U- c.! erk and 

UI.~ .. W:.llJI..La 

Lal Candidates for any other public office, jncludjog 

trustee ·of a fjrst-cl~hool di~ct located in_~~ 

hayjng a populatjgn_g£~~~~ their political 

co••itteeso and political co•mittees organized to support or 

oppose 1 ocal issues, shall be required to file the reports 
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specified in subsection (4) only if the total amount of 

contributions received or the total a•ount of funds expended 

for an election, excluding the filing fee paid by the 

candidateo exceed five hundred dollars (5500)• 

(6) All reports required by this section shall be 

complete as of the date prescribed by the commissioner, 

which shall not be less tnan five (5) or •ore than ten (10) 

days before the date of filing as specified in subsections 

(2) through (5) of this section. 

(71 The co••issioner shall adopt rules and regulations 

that will permit political co•mitteeso including political 

partieso to file copies of a single comprehensive report 

when they support or oppose .ore than one candidate or 

issue. 

(B) Reports filed under this section shall be filed to 

cover the f~llowing tiae periods: 

(a) the initial report shall cover all contributions 

received or ~xpenditures made by a candidate or political 

co••ittee prior to the ti•e that a person becaae a candidate 

as defined in subsection (1) of section 23-4777 until the 

date prescribed by the co .. issioner for the filing of the 

appropriate initial report pursuant to subsections (2) 

through (5t of this section; 

(b) subsequent periodic reports shall cover the period 

of tiae fro• the closing of the previous report to a date 

-4-
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p~esc~ibed by the commissione~. which shall not be less than 

five (5) days o~ more than ten (10) days befo~e the date of 

filing; 

(c) final ~eports shall cover the pe~iod of time f~o• 

the last pe~iodic repo~t to the final closing of the uooks 

of the candidate o~ political committee." 

Section 2. Section 23-4781, R.c.H. 1947, is anendad to 

~ead as follows: 

•23-4781. Campaign t~easu~e~ and ca~aign depository 

~eptjO!l for' cer~atn sctlodl dist(jCts. (1) Each 

candidate for no•lnation o~ election to office~~Ln¥ 

trustee of a fi(st-class scnoaJ djst~ict l0Ca~ed in a county 

haylnw a pogylation greater 'han 50s02U1 and each political 

committee shall appoint one (ll campaign treasu~e~. No 

contribution shall be ~eceived or expenditure made by o~ on 

behalf of a candidate o~ political committee until the 

candidate 0~ political co .. ittee appoints a campaign 

treasu~e~ and ce~tifies the name and address of the campaign 

t~easu~er pursuant to this section. The certification, 

which shall include an organizational statement, prope~ly 

acknowledged by a notary public, and setting forth of the 

name and add~ess of the campaign t~easure~ and dll other 

office~s. if any, of the political committee, shall be filed 

with the commissioner and the appropriate county clerk and 

reco~de~ as specified for the filing of reports in section 
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(2) A campaign treasurer may appoint 

treasurers, but not more than one (1) 

which the campaign is conducted. Each 

LC 0653/01 

deputy campaign 

in each county in 

candidate and 

political committee shall certify the full name and complete 

address of the campaign t~easurer and all deputy campaign 

treasure~s with the office with whom the candidate or the 

pol !tical committee is required to file reports. 

(3) Any campaign or deputy campaign treasurer 

appointed pursuant to this section shall be a registered 

voter in this state. An individual may be appointed and 

serve as a campaign treasurer of a candidate and a political 

committee or two (2} or more candidates and political 

committees. A candidate may appoint himself as his own 

campaign or deputy ca~aign treasurer. No individual may 

se~ve as a campaign or deputy campaign t~easurer o~ perform 

any duty required of a ca.paign or deputy campaign t~easurer 

of a candidate or political co~~ttee until he has been 

designa~ed and his name certified by the candidate or 

political committee. 

(4} Deputy campaign treasurers may exercise any of the 

powers and duties of a campaign treasure~ as set forth in 

this act when specifically authorized in w~iting to do so by 

the campaign treasu~e~ and the candidate in the case of a 

candidate, or the campaign treasurer and the chairman of the 

-6-
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political comaittee in the case of a political committee. 

(5) A candidate or political co-.itteP. may remove his 

or its campaign or deputy campaign treasurer. The removal 

of any treasurer or deputy treasurer shall iamediately be 

reported to the officer with whom the name of the campaign 

treasurer was originally filed. In case of death, 

resignation. or re111oval of his or its cam~aign treasurer 

obligation of a campaign 

the candidate or political 

before compl iance with any 

treasurer under this act, 

committee shall appoint a successor and certify the name and 

address of the successor as specified in subsection (1] of 

this section. 

(6) 

designate 

purpose 

disbursing 

political 

Each candidate and each political COAIIIittee shall 

one (1) pri•ary campaign depository for the 

of depositing all contributions received and 

all expenditures made by the candidate or 

coMmittee. The candidate or political committee 

may also designate one (1) secondary depository in each 

county in which an election is held and in which the 

candidate or committee participates. Deputy campaign 

treasurers may make deposits in and make expenditures from 

secondary depositories when authorized to do so as provided 

in subsection (4) of this section. Only a bank authorized to 

transact business in Montana may be designated as a 

campaign depository. The candidate or political co•mittee 

-7-
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shall file the name and address of each primary and 

secondary deposItory so designated at the ·same t i111e and with 

the ·same officer with whom the candidate or co-ittee files 

the name of his or its campaign treasurer pursuant to 

subsection (l) of this section. Nothing in this subsection 

shall prevent a political committee or candidate from having 

more than one campaign account in the same depository. 

Ill If a scliool djstr ict js wn__a_first-class djstr jet 

located jn a county hayjog ~~gn_greater thaD 2Q12~ 

the proyjsj"o!1s of tbe ea~~elating to ca•pajgo 

.t.reas!.lrers and caapajgn depos.i.tsU:.i.e.LWL_Wlt_ apply 12--t.bJ: 

Qffjce of trustee of tbe distrjcte• 

-End-
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HOUSE BILL NOo 185 

INTRODUCED BY KEYSER• SEIFERT• SOUTH 

A BILL FOR AN ACT ENTITLED: •AN ACT TO EXEMPT CANDIDATES 

FOR THE OFFICE OF TRUSTEE OF CERTAIN SCHOOL DISTRICTS FROM 

THE P~OVISIONS OF THE ELECTION LAWS RELATING TO CAMPAIGN 

TREASURERS• CAMPAIGN DEPOSITORIES. AND FILING REPORTS WITH 

THE COMMISSIONER OF CAMPAIGN FINANCES AND PRACTICES; 

AMENDING SECTIONS 23-4778 AND 23-4781• RoCoHo 1947i_~Q 

f!i!l:tlill tiji_A!Ll..!1!!f!llllLf£.Ef.UllLJMI.f • • 

BE IT ENACTED BY THE lEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF MONTANA: 

Section 1. Section 23~4778• R.C.M. 1947• is amended to 

react 3S follows: 

•23-4778. Reports of contributions and e~penditures 

required. (1) Each candidate and political committee shall 

ftle ~eriodic reports of contributions and ex~enditures m~dP 

by or on the behalf of a candidate or political coA'Imitt.ee. 

All reports required by this section shall be filed with the 

commissioner and with the county clerk and recorder of the 

county in which a candidate is a resident or the oolitical 

committee 

within a 

has its 

district,. 

he~dquarters. HowevBr, wherP residency 

county, city~ or town is not a 

prere~uisite for beinq a candidate. copies of all renorts 

shall be filed with the county clerk and recorder of the 
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county in which the election is to be held• or if the 

election is to be held in more than one county. with the 

clerk and recorder in the county that the com~issioner shall 

s~eclfy. 

{2) In lieu of a11 contribution and expenditure 

reports required by this acto the commissioner shall accept 

copies of the reports fil~d by candidates for conqress and 

president of the United States. and their political 

committees. pursuant to the requirements of federal law. 

{31 Candidates for a state office filled by a 

state~ide vote of all the voters of Montana. the political 

com•ittees for such candidates. and political com•ittees 

organized to support or oppose a statewide issue. shall file 

reports: 

(a) on the tenth day of March and September. in each 

year that an election is to be held, and on the fifteenth 

and fifth days next precedino the date on which an election 

is held. and within twenty-four (24) hours after receiving a 

contribution of five hundred dollars {S500) or more at anv 

time 3fter the last pre-el~ction report; 

(~) not more than twenty (20) days after the date of 

the election; 

(c) on the tenth day of March and Seotember of each 

year followinG an election so lonq as there is an 

unexp~nded balance or an expend;tu~~ deficit in a c~mpatan 

-2- HB 185 
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account; and 

(d) whenever a candidate or 

finally closes its books. 

political 
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committee 

(4) Candidates for a state district office• including 

but n~t 1 imited to, candidates for the legislature, pubfic 

service commission, or district court judQe, thei~ political 

coMmittees, and political committees organized to support or 

oppose district issues• shall file reports: 

{a) on the tenth day next preceding the date on which 

an election is held, and within twenty-four {24) hours after 

receiving a contribution of one hundred dollars (SlOO) or 

~ore at any ti~e after the last pre-election report; 

(b) not more than twenty (20) days after the date of 

the election; 

(c) whenever a candidate or 

finally closes its books. 

political coMmittee 

( 5 ) .La.LA_~;j~D..lli..I;!Stl;e_ for trustee _!ll_;;! ~d:!fl2L~ULiU... 

.t~t.hfi-1!:!.il!LiLlillt.=Uil.:tL!liULitl_l2s:.itl!HLi!LiL&QlL!ll;.:t_l:!.i!l!i.!llj 

g~®Un~IL~~~L~2~~~~~~=~~~Jile 

.<lfi¥_!:..!:UQtlL_~tilh__i.~- t..O:.!!!..!l!UliQ!l!!L_Qr:._t.Ql.I1!1L-~ !lr:.L<l!l.Q 

!:.llJ:.Qr:.~U. 

Lnl Candidates for any other public office, lnt.!uaiDg 

.tr:..uU~_g_L iLlir:.R::u a.:;.s._~!JQQl_.t!litr:.~l!l~lilL iD.~-~.Q.U !ll.:t 

b;uti.D;z__g_Q2W!l.allan __ gr:.e.a.t..!!J:._J.!:!.~IL2.Q~.Q ... their ool it i cal 

coiRmittees, and political 'committees oroanized to support or 
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oppose local issues. shall be required to file the reports 

specified in subsection (4) only if the total amount of 

contributions received or the total amount 0f funds ~xo~ndeO 

for a, election, excluding the filino fe~ paid by the 

candidate. exceed five hundred dollars (S500}• 

(6) All reports recuired by this section shall he 

complete as of the date prescribed by the commissioner, 

which shall not be less than five (5) or more than ten (10) 

days before the date of filing as specified in subs~ctions 

(2} through (5) of this section. 

(7) The commissioner shall adopt rules and regulations 

that will permit political co•mittees. including political 

partieso to file copies of a single co•prehensive report 

when they support or oppose more than one candidate or 

issue. 

(B) Reports filed under this section shall be filed to 

cover the following time periods: 

(a} the initial report shall cover all contr-ibutions 

r-eceived or expenditures made by a candidate or ~olitical 

committee prior to the time that a oerson became a c~ndidate 

as defined in subsection (1} of section 23-4777 until the 

date orescribed by the commissioner for the filina of the 

appro~riate initial report pursuant to subsections (2 J 

throuoh (5} of this section; 

(b) subsequent oeriodic reports shall cover the period 

-4- HB 185 
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of time fro• the closing of the previous report to a date 

prescribed by the co~issioner• which shall not be less than 

five (5) days or ~ore than ten (10) days before the date of 

f ding; 

(C) final reports shall cover the period of ti~ from 

the last periodic report to the final closing of the books 

of the candidate or political co~mittee.• 

Section 2. Section 23-4781• R.c.M. 1947o is amended to 

read as follows: 

"23-lt7B1· Campa; gn treasurer and campaign d.epos i tory 

==-~~!Ullilm-~etl.illD:~tm!U d i str i ct:o. ti J Each 

candidate for nomination or election to office1-jnCJUdjng 

~wu~L~liuttlnLu~~ULh~ttLiD:~~nu 

.bulD:q_~Wltwlilli!m-SII..ell.e.t~!L~.r. and each pol ii:ical 

committee shall appoint one (I) campaign treasurer. No 

contribution shall be received or expenditure made by or on 

behalf of a candidate or political committee until the 

candidate or political committee appoints a campaign 

treas~rer and certifies the name and address of the campaign 

treas~rer pursuant to this section. The certification, 

which shall include an organizational statement• orooerly 

acknowledaed by a notary publico and settinq forth of the 

name and address of the camnaign treasurer and all other 

officers. if any. of the political committee. shall be filed 

with the commissioner and the appropriate county clerk and 
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recorder as specified for the filing of reports in sectioh 

23-lt778. 

(2) A campaign treasurer may appoint deputy campaiqn 

treasurers• but not more than one (1) in each ·county in 

which the campaiqn is conducted. Each candidate and 

political com~ittee shall certify the full nafte and complete 

address of the ca•paign treasurer and all deputy ca~paiqn 

treasurers with the office with who• the candidate or the 

pGlitical committee is required to file reports. 

(3) Any ca•paign or deputy ca.,paign treasurer 

appointed pursuant to this section shall be a reglstered 

vGter in this state. An individual •ay be appointed and 

serve as a caepaign treasurer of a candidate and a political 

co•mittee or two (2) or •ore candidates and political 

COMmittees. A candidate may appoint himself as his own 

campai~n or deputy campaign treasurer. No individual may 

serve as a campaign or deputy campaign treasurer or perform 

any d~ty required of a campaign or deputy campaign treasurer 

of a candidate or political committee until he has been 

designated and his na•e certified by the candidate or 

political committee. 

(41 Deputy campaion treasurers may exercise any of the 

powers and duties of a campaign treasurer as set forth in 

this act when specifically authorized in writing to do so by 

the campaign treasurer and the candidate in the case of a 
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candidate. or the cam?aign treasurer and the chairman of the 

political committee in the case of a political committee. 

(5) A candidate or political com~ittee may remove his 

or its ca~paign or deputy campaign treasurer. The removal 

of any treasurer o·r deputy treasurer shall im-d i atel y ·be 

reported to the officer with whom the name of the campaign 

treasurer was originally filed. In case of death• 

resignation. or removal of his or its campaign treasurer 

bet ore compliance with any obligation of a ca•paign 

treasurer under this act. the candidate or political 

co..,ittee shall appoint a successor and certify the name and 

address of the successor as specified in subsection (1) of 

t.llis section. 

(6) Each candidate and each political committee shall 

desig~ate one (1) primary campaign depository for the 

purpose of depositinQ all contributions f'"eceived and 

disbursing all expenditures made by the candidate· or 

18 political committee. The candidate or political commo"ttee 

19 may also desi<Jnate one (1) secondary depository in.·each 

20 county in which an election is held and in which the 

21 candidate or com•ittee participates. Deputy campaign 

Z~ treasurers may make deposits in and make expenditures from 

23 secondary deoositories when authorized to do so as provided 

2't in suosection ('t) of this section. Only a bank authorized to 

25 transact business in Montana may be designated as a 
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campainn depository. The candidate or political coMmittee 

shall file the name and address of each primary and 

secondary depository so designated at the same time and with 

the sa•e officer with whom the candidate or committee files 

the name of his or its campaign treasurer pursuant to 

subsection (1) of this section. Nothing in this suhsection 

shall prevent apolitical committee or candidate from having 

more than one ca•paign account in the same depository. 

ULJLiLsChool d~trjct js n~_a_Il.l:~t.=.klass djSt!:ll..t. 

l~n~J~L~wu~~w~~~Uoo~n~~~~~~~ 

.t.~-ll1:2titiWlLSlf...l.~ ehct ion . ~-LJUating__t.a___cuu.a.uin 

t.u=.UULIU:.L~~iti.Jn depositor i ~dg-1Hlt~l.x_ig_tbe 

Plli£!Ltl.L ... tJ:Jlll~t.ruL!listri ct.• 

~U~Lh_llllUULMU~~LllLll~ff~llfi~~~ 

filll!Z.f AND APP~ 

-End-
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February 14, 1977 

STANDING COMMITTEE REPORT 

Senate Committee on State Administration 

That House Bill No. 185, third reading, be amended as follows: 

1. Amend page 1, section 1, line 16. 
Following: "(1)" 
Strike: "Each" 
Insert: "Except as provided in subsection (5), each" 

2. Amend page 3, section 1, lines 17 through 21. 
Following: 01 ( 5) II 

Strike: lines 17 through 21 in their entirety 

3. Amend page 3, section 1, line 22. 
strike: It (b) It 

4. Amend page 3, section 1, lines 22 through 24. 
Following: "office," 
Strike: "including trustee of a first-class school district locJted 

h . 1 t' t th 50,000," 1n a county av1ng a popu a 1on grea er an 

5. Amend page 4, section 1, line 5. 
Following: "($500)" 
Insert: "; except candidates for the office of trustee of a school 
district, their political committees, and political committees organized 
to support or oppose a school district issue shall not be required to 
comply with the provisions of this section when the school district is: 

(a) a first-class district located in a county having a population 
less than 15,000; 

(b) a second or third-class district; or 
(c) a county high school district having a student enrollment less 

than 2,000" 

6. Amend page 5, section 2, line 11. 
Following: "(1)" 
Strike: "Each" 
Insert: "Except as provided in subsection (7), each" 

7. Amend page 5, section 2, lines 12 through 14. 
Following: "office" 
Strike: " including trustee of a first-class school 
in a county having a population greater than 50,000," 

8. Amend page 7, section 2, line 14. 
Following: "(6)" 
Strike: "Each .. 
Insert: "Except as provided in subsection (7), each" 

district located 



Page 2 
House Bill No. 185 

9. Amend page 8, section 2, lines 9 through 13. 
Following: · "(7)" 
Strike: lines 9 through 13 in their entirety 
Insert: "The provisions of this section do not apply to candidates for the 
office of trustee of a school district, their political committees, and 
political committees organized to support or oppose a school district 
issue when the school district is: 

(a) a first-class district located in a county having a population 
less than 15,000; 

(b) a second or third-class district; or 
(c) a county high school district having a student enrollment 

less than 2,000." 
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HOUSE RILL MO. 185 

INTRODUCED BY K~fSER, SEIFEBT, SOUTH 

~ BILL FOR AN ACT ENTITLED: "AM ACT TO EIE~PT CANDIDATES 

FOP 11!E OFFICE OF TRUSTEE OF CERTAIN SCHOOL tiSTRlCTS FBO~ 

THE PROVISIONS OF THE ELECTION LAiS RELATING TO CA~PAIGR 

TREASOREFS, CA!PAIGR D~POSITORIPS, AND fiLIJG BPPCRTS WITB 

~AE CO~r.ISSIONER OF CA~PAIGN FINANCES &lit PRACTICES; 

!~EliDING SECTIOIIS 23-~778 AIID 23-4781, R.C.II. 1911'1.L.!.!!f! 

PROVIDING AN IIIIIEDilTE EFFECTIVE DATE." 

BE IT ENACTED Bl THE LEGISLATURE OP THE STATE OF IIORTANA: 

Section 1. Section 23-4'178, B.C.II. 1947, is a•ended to 

read as fo1lows: 

~23-11'178. Reports of contributicns and expenditures 

r<eqairood. (1) ~ EJCEP! AS PBQVI¥~!!_~~§!£ll2!_12~ 

EACH candi·da te and political conli ttee sha 11 file periodic 

reports of contributions and expenditures aade by or on the 

behalf of a candidate or political committee. A11 reports 

re'luired by this section shall be filed with the 

co~missioner and with the county clerk and recorder of the 

county in which a candidate is a resident or the fClitical 

com•ittee has its headquarters. Acwever, where residency 

wi.thin a district, county, city, or town is not a 

Frerequisite for being a candidate, copies of all rercrts 
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shall be filed with the county clerk and recorder of the 

county in which the election is tc be held, or if the 

election is to be held in •ore than cne c~unty, with the 

clerk and recorder in the county that the co••issioner shall 

specify. 

(2) In lieu of all contribution and exfenditure 

reports required by this act, the co••issioner shall acce1=t 

copies of the re1=crts filed by candidates for congress and 

president of the United States, and their FClitical 

co••ittees, pursuant to the require•ents cf federal law. 

(3) Candidates for a state office filled l:y a 

statewide vote of all the voters of eontana, tbe political 

co••ittees for such candidates, and political co••ittees 

organized to support cr oppose a statewide issue, shall file 

reFcrts: 

(a) on the tenth day of !arch and Septe•ber, in each 

year that an election is to te held, and on the fifteenth 

and fifth days next preceding the date on which an electicn 

is held, and within twenty-four (24) hour~ after receiving a 

contribution of five hundred dollars (SSCC) or •ore at any 

ti•e after the last pre-election report; 

(l:l not more than twenty (2Cl days after the date of 

the elect icn; 

(c) on the tenth day cf March and Septe•ber cf each 

y-"::!ar following an election sc lcng as there is an 
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unexpended balance O£ an ex~enditure deficit in a ca•paign 

account; and 

(d) wheneYer a candidate or fOlitical cc••ittee 

finally closes its bocks. 

(liJ candidates for a state district office, including 

but not li•ited to, candidates for the legislature, fUblic 

service com•ission, or district court jodge, their political 

co••ittees, and political co••ittees organized to support or 

oppose dist£ict issues, shall file reports: 

(a) on the tenth day next preceding the date en which 

an election is held, and witbin twenty-four (2Q) hours after 

receiYinq a contribution of one hundred dollars ($100) cr 

•ore at any ti•e after the last pre-electio• report; 

(b) not •ore than tventy ( 20) day:e after the date ot 

the election; 

(c) whenever a candidate or political cc••ittee 

finally closes its books. 

..121 ~ entititt!U=!Ji~~~ :!!L!_§slroul !~!!Hieh 

~ Ee~te with th~e••iseieaee ee ~ty e}el} aft4 

E~:!f!l!lh 

~ Candidates for any ether public office, !~~~! 

their FOlitical 
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committees, and political coamittees organized to surport cr 

oppose local issues, shall te required to file tbe £€fOrt£ 

specified in subsection (Ill cnly if tbe total a•ount of 

co~tributicns received or the tctal a•cunt of funds ezpended 

tor an election, ezcluding the filing fee paid ty the 

canilidate, exceed fivE hundred dollars ($500),i __ !!Ql'! 

CANDIDAT£~- fOR THE OPFICE OF !E~~TEF OP l SCHC01_£l~!FIC!~ 

THEIR POLITICAL C0ft!ITTBE~L---!!Q___£Q1!ll£!1 _ __£g!!!ll~ 

ORQ!Nl~_IQ~QPPCRT_Q!_Qfl~-SCBOOL CISTRI~l_!~~YI_afi!!l 

!£1__~~UIRED TO CO!PLY VITH T~l PBOY!~!Q!~!_l]l~ 

SEC 'II OJL..!!ll!Llll2£1!.Q2!:_!!!~! SIC Lll.i 

J!l I FIRST-CLASS DISTRICT LOCITID II !_£Q~!l!__~!lii§ 

! POPUlATION LESS TaAR 1~QQQ.i 

1!l_ A S!COID- OR THIRD-CL!~!2TR££'Ij 0! 

lil_!_QQllll__l!li!!_a£!!Q2.L_Q!~lil£l_.ll.!!.!LL.ll.!!ill! 

£]B01L~E!!_1ES2_!fi!~-2LQOO. 

[~) All reports required by this section shall te 

CCIIplete as of the date Frescribed by the co••issionEr, 

vhich shall not be less than five (5) or lore than ten (10) 

days before the date of filing as specified in subsections 

(2) through (5) of this section. 

(7) The co••issioner shall adept rules and regulations 

that ~ill perait political coa•ittees, including political 

parties, to file ccpies of a si~gle co•prebeDsive refCrt 

when they support or oppose •ere tban one candidate cr 

_q_ FB 18~ 
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issue. 

(8) Reports filed under this section shall be filed to 

cov~r the following ti•e periods: 

(a) the initial refort shall cc•er all contributions 

received or eipenditures •ade by a candidate or political 

co•aittee prior to the ti•e that a person beca•e a candidate 

as defined in subsection (1) of section 2J-q777 until the 

date prescribed by the coa•issioner tor the filing of the 

appropriate initial report pursuant to subsections (2) 

through (5) of this section; 

(t) subsequent periodic reports shall coYer the feriod 

of time fro• the closing of the preyious report to a date 

prescribed by the co••issiouer, vhich shall not be less than 

fiYe (5) days or •ore tban ten (10) days before the date of 

filing; 

(c) final reports shall ccver the period of ti•e fro• 

the last periodic report to the final closing cf the tacks 

of the candidate or political co••ittee.n 

section 2. Section 23-q781, B.c.~. 19q7, is a•ended to 

rea~ as tcllcws: 

n23-~781. ca•paign treasurer and ca•paign depository 

=--~cepti,on_fQ.J;_£gJ:Uin_schQcl_g_istric1§• {1) ~ I!C!R! 

~g]Q!l~IQ_!!_~~SECIIQ!_j]~_f!ffi candidate for ncaination 

or election to office, iaela~~ ~£&&~!~ _!!_ 8 _!!!§! &l!§§ 

&e~--sist£ist--~ea ia ~ eee•!l_hav!~~-a_!!!Y!~!R 

-5- Bll 18 ': 

( ( 

2 

3 

q 

s 

6 

7 

8 

9 

10 

11 

12 

13 

1~ 

15 

16 

17 

1e 

19 

20 

21 

22 

23 

24 

25 

HE 0185/03 

!~a~=!~~~~ and each political coa•ittee shall 

appoint cne (1) camFaign t~easurer. Ho contribution shall 

te received or e%~enditure aade by cr on behalf of a 

candidate or political co•aittee until the candidate or 

political coa•ittee appoints a ca•paign treasurer and 

certifies the naae and add~ess of the ca•paign treasurer 

pursuant to this section. The ce~tification, which shall 

include an organizational state•ent, properly acknowledged 

by a notary pnblic, and setting forth of the na•e and 

address of the caapaign treasurer and all other officers, if 

any, of the political co•aittee, shall be filed with the 

co••issioner and the appropriate connty clerk and recorder 

as specified for the filiag of reports in section 23-4178. 

(2) A caapaign treasurer •ay appoint deputy caapaign 

treasurers, but not aore than one (1) in each county in 

vhich the ca•paign is conducted. Each candidate and 

political coa•ittee shall certify the full na•e and coaplete 

addr~ss of the ca•paign treasurer and all defuty ca•paign 

treasurers vith the cffice vith vho• the candidate cr the 

political comaittee is required to file reports. 

(3} Any ca•Faign or deputy ca•paign treasurer 

aFFOinted pursuant to this section shall be a registered 

voter in this state. An individual may te apFcinted and 

serve as a campaign treasurer of a candidate and a pclitical 

coaaittee or tvc (2) or aore candidates and political 
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committees. A candidate •ay appoint hiwself as his cvn 

ca•paign or deputy ca•paign treasurer. Nc individual •aJ 

~erve as a ca•paign or deputy cacfaign treasurer or perfor• 

any duty required of a ca•paign or deputy ca•paign treasurer 

of a candidate or political com•ittee until be bas been 

designated and his na•e certified by the candidate cr 

political cow•ittee. 

(Q) Deputy cawpaign treasurers •ay exercise anJ of the 

po~ers and duties of a ca•paign treasurer as set forth in 

this act vhen specifically authorized in ~riting to do so by 

the ca•paign treasurer and the candidate in the case of a 

candidate, or the ca•paign treasurer and the cbair•an cf the 

political co••ittee in the case of a political co••ittee. 

(5) 1 candidate or political co••ittee •ay re•o•e his 

or its ca•paign or deputy ca•paign treasurer. 'fhe re•o•al 

cf any treasurer or deputy treasurer shall i••ediately be 

reported to the officer vith vho• the na•e of the ca•faign 

treastn:er vas originally filed. In case of death, 

resignation, or re•oval of his or its ca•paign treasurer 

before co•pliance vith any obligation of a ca•paign 

treasurer under this act, the candidate or pcli tical 

co••ittee shall appoint a successor and certify the na•e and 

address of the successor as specified in subsection (1) of 

this sEction. 

{6) ~~ EXCFPT_ll_El!Oil~J!-SJ!~K!li!l!_llh_EAC.!! 
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candidat~ and each political committee shall designate one 

2 (1) primary caapaign depository for the fllq:cse cf 

3 depositing all contributions received and disbursing all 

II EXfenditures made by the candidate or political ccm•ittee. 

5 The candidate or political co•aittee may also designate cne 

6 (1) secondary depository in each county in vbicb an election 

7 is held and in vbich the candidate or cc••ittee 

s participates. Deputy ca11paign treasurer~ •ay •ake defOsits 

9 in and make expenditures fro• secondary depcsitoxies when 

10 authorized to do so as fro•ided in subsection {4) of tbis 

11 section. Only a bank authorized tc transact business in 

12 ~ontana •ay be designated as a ca11paign depositary. The 

13 candidate or political co•aittee shall file the naae and 

14 address of each pri•ary and secondary depositcry sc 

15 designated at the sa•e ti•e and vith the salle officer with 

16 vbcm the candidate or co••ittee files the naae of his cr its 

17 caapaign treasurer pursuant to subsection (1) cf this 

18 section. Nothing in this subsection shall prewent a 

19 political co•aittee or candidate froa having acre than cue 

20 campaign account in the salle defository. 

21 Jll If a ssaeel iis~!iet is ae& £_fi£s~ elass iie!!i~~ 

22 

23 !-M ~£e~i!i!!! ef the ele!!iea !a•§ E~!ati~e ~a!~!! 

211 ~saEeE& aae sa!P«~~esit&Eies ee~!! ~£%lj te t4~ 

25 o•~zoc !f _!Eustee __ ef taP iist£ist. 1~1-EllQ!ISIONS OF THIS 
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