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BILL NO. _m 
lNTRODUCtD '>Y ~--------------

I 
BY RE(JUEST EPARTMENT OF ADHINTSTRATION 

A BILL FOR AN ACT ENTITLED: •AN ACT TO REVISE ~NO CLARIFY 

THE LAWS PERTAI~ING TO TRAVEL EXPENSES JF STATE OFFICERS AND 

E.'\PLOYEES; AI\ENDING SECTIONS 59-538 AND 59-539, R.C.M. 

1 '14 7 0" 

BE IT ENACTED BY THE LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF MONTANA: 

Section 1. Section 59-538• R.c.M. 1947. is amended to 

read as follows: 

"5'1-533. T~avel expense of pers~ns in state service. 

Every elected official. ap~ointed memb~rs of boards., 

commissions. counci1st and department directors, and all 

other state employees shall be reimbursed for ~~@--eO~~--of 

moals ~nd l ~uging whil ~ away from the persan•s desig~ate1 

h2adquart~rs~-~~ftwe•+ftg-ou~s+d~--the--~~+oy~~~~--d~~+~net~~ 

~~e~e+-eey-e~e-fo~-mo~e-~he"-three-t~t-hott~t and e~gagad in 

officidl st.ate ous i ness in accordance with the follJwing 

,·revisions: 

( 1) 

{a) 

Travel within the state of Montana: 

Tne ~overnor shall be authorized actual and 

neccssdry ~xpenses not to sxceed sixty jollars {$jQ) per 

aay. 

l N T R 0 D U C E D B l L L 
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(b) All other elected state officials, appointed 

members of boards, commissions, councils, department 

directors, and all other state ~mployees shall be authorized 

the actual cost of lodging not exceeding sixteen dollars 

(S1o) per day plus two dollars (SZ) for the morning meal, 

thre~ dvllars ($3) for the mijday meal, and five dollars 

($5) for the evening meal. All claims for lodging ex~ense 

r~imbursement allowed under this section must bt docum2nted 

by an appropriate receipt. 

(2) 

(a l 

Travel out of the state of Montana: 

The governor shall be authorized actual and 

necessary travel expenses not to exceed seventy dollars 

(S70) per day. 

(b) All other elected state officials, appointe·j 

members of boards, commissions, councils, department 

directors, and all other state employees shall be authorized 

the actual cost of lod~iny not exceeding thirty-seven 

dollars [S37) par ddy plus three dollars (S3) for the 

morning m•al, four dollars ($4) for the midaay meal, and six 

dollars (S.>) for the ev~ning meal. All claims for the 

lodqinJ exp_ns~ reimour~ement all~wed under this subsection 

must b~ documented by an appropriate receipt. 

( 3) Whan other than commercial, non-receiptable 

lOd]lrh~ facilities dr~ utilized by a stat8 employ.;:.~ 101hile 

conducting official state business in a t~avel status, the 

-2- 1/15/?~ 
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amount of seven dolla~s ($7) will be authorized for lodging 

expenses for each day in which trave1 involves an overnight 

stay in lieu of the amount authorized in subsect i Oi"l 

llltdt.UU or (2)td7~ above. tla~LL--~D--2~L~ 

~~mpdatjan~ provided at the expeo~~t_an~gp~~~ 

ent j ty ·~~.!iliiWIL~o cl aj melL.fP.Ll.wUiD..II~ 

(4) The actual cost of ~easonable t~ansportation 

expenses and otheT necessary business expenses incurred by a 

state official or employee while in an official travel 

status shall be subject to ~eimbu~sement. 

(5) The p~ovisions of this section shall not be 

const~ued as affecting the validity of section 43-310. 

(6) The department of administ~ation shall presc~ibe 

rules necessary to effectively administer this section far 

state government. 

(7) All commercial air t~avel shall be by the least 

expensive cJass service available.• 

Section 2. Section 59-539, R.C.M. 1947, is amended to 

read as follows: 

•59-539, Computation of troYe~ ~1 allowance. (1) To 

be eligible for 

sect ian 59-538, 

the tr8YeT ~ 

an employee must 

allowance p~ovidea in 

have been in a travel 

status far mo~e than th~ee [3) con"tinuous hou~s ""'d--th"' 

treye+--m.,,.t-heYe-"eo.,.,e,eed-more-ti'ttoft-Oft"'-ttt~ho.,r-!t.,rore-or 

term-i-net:ed-..ore-t:heft·--on.,--ttt--ho .... --efter--th.,--emptoy"".L" 
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If eligible, an ~mp,~ye. 

(a) eern~ the mornin~ meal allowance if in tr; vel 

status between the hours 0f 12:01 a.m. and 10 a.m.; 

[b) eern,. the midday meal all ow a nee if in a tr dVel 

status between the hou~s of 10:01 a.m. and 3 p.m.; and 

(c) eer"~ the evening meal allowance if in a travel 

status between th9 hours of 3:01 p.m. and 12 midnig~t. 

.L.l;IL_Q!:th one oL..tll.e_three meal all2~JLLPlLisle.:1.L-lf 

the trayeJ was Derforwed within the emQlQ¥~s assigned 

.lUI.li..el shift. 

l « r ·a ·maxi lllLIII--ilLbto_~a11g~e.s._i.f__llHL.J.r...i!l!.litl 

begjns before or was cowpleted after the eaplQ¥e.e~~ned 

~ravel shjft and the trayel did not excged 24 hoyrs. 

(2) F~r-pe,...en,.--i-n-,.t:ete-~err+ee-reg~erty-e,.~r9ned-te 

en-&-ewm.-to-5-p ... -werk-~r~~d.-~e-on~y-per-d-i-em-e+~owenee 

mey--be--eft--em.,.,nt-not:-te-exeeed-three-de+~er~-tS~t-per-ofty 

fer-e-m-i-ddey-meo+-wheft-t:he-depert~e--i-~-et:-or-efter--~-e.mw 

eftd--the-return-on-the-~eme-dey--i-~-et-er-pr-i-or-to-&-p•e.-F~ 

per~e-+n~ .. ~~ry-i-ee-regu+er+y-e~e-i-~eed-t:o-werk--per-i-ed~ 

other--then--&--ew~w-te-5-pw~wy-the-eMpley~n~-depaPt:me"*-mny 

e~a&++5h-e-per-d~em-e++ewaftee-&r-an-ameu"*--not:--to--exeeed 

two-rlo~+er5-f*~t-fer-o-mern-i-n~-mee+-end-f-i-Ye-do~+er~tSSt-for 

et>--eYen-i-ng--meo~w---Sn+y--ofte--of--the-three-t~t-e++ewenee~ 

~~eY+ded-+~,.~~eet+oft-trt-may-he-ete-i-med--+n--e"y--ofte--t~t 

-4-
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d~yw---+ft-fto-ee~e-~~e~~-eny-per-cfem-er-e++ewenee-w"e~~e~ve~ 

2 lte-Jie?d-i'C1"--eny--eb~enee--no~--~tfi-ng--~~ree--t3t---fte,.r~ 

3 ~~1 shift" is that_ verjo~ _gf_-tlm~nnln~ 1 hour 

4 beforg and terpjoatjns_l_hgUL_Q£t~~lQ~ normally 

5 assigned wock~. 

b (3) Tne department of administration shall prescribe 

1 rules necessary to effectively administer this section for 

8 state governm~nt." 

-End-
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REQUEST NO. __ §32-77 ___ _ 

FISCAL NOTE 

Form H/)-15 

In t:olllplidnce with a written request received _____ Mar.ch_3Q __ . ___ ------·, 19 .-ZL .. _ , there is hereby submitted a Fiscal Note 

fm .. House .. BjiJ .182._ _ _ _ _ _ _______ _ pursuant to Chapter 53, Laws of Montana, 1965 -Thirty-Ninth Legislative Assembly. 

Backqround information used in developmg this Fiscal Note is available from the Office of Budget and Program Planning, to members 

of the Legislature upon request. 

DESCRIPTION OF PROPOSED LEGISLATION: 

An act to revise and clarify the laws pertaining to travel expenses of state officers and employees. 

ASSUMPTIONS: 

1. Statewide Budgeting and Accounting System information derived from user agencies is materially correct. 
2. 40% of in-state lodging currently being reimbursed is charged at or above the $16 maximum. Due to inflation, that 

percentage will raise to 60% for the biennium ending 06/30/79. 
3. The amount the state paid for in-state lodging reimbursements in FY 76 will remain substantially constant in FY 77, and 

the only effect in FY 78 and FY 79 will be the $2 maximum increase. 
4. The effect of the decrease in the Governor's maximums would have minimal financial impact. 

FISCAL IMPACT: 

The expenditure impact of the passage of this bill on all state agencies, excluding the University System, is estimated to 
be $75,375 each year of the 1979 biennium. 

The impact cannot be defined as to which fund(s) will be affected; however, a large percentage must be assumed to affect 
the state's general fund. 

LOCAL IMPACT: 

Some county and local governments are bound by law to subscribe to the amounts in 59-539. For the state, the $75,375 
effect represents a .9% increase in travel expenditures. County and local governments may experience a similar increase. 

Office of Budget and Program Planning 

Date: c,:;l -_::......=..._Q_ ___ _ 
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INTRODUCED B.Y 

Approved by Comm~ttee 
on State Administration 

Bill NO. _m 

BY REQUEST EPARTHENT OF ADMINISTRATION 

A Bill FOR AN ACT ENTITLED: •AN ACT TO REVISE AND CLARIFY 

T~E LAWS PERTAINING TO TRAVEL EXPENSES OF STATE OFFICERS AND 

EMPLOYEES; AMENDING SECTIONS 59-538 AND 59-539, R.C.M. 

1947.• 

BE IT ENACTED BY THE lEGISlATURE OF THE STATE OF MONTANA: 

Section 1. Section 59-538, R.c.M. 1947, is amended to 

read as follo~s: 

•s9-53B. Travel expense of persons in state service. 

Every elected officialo appointed meMbers of boardso 

commissions• councils~ and department di~ectors, and all 

other state employees shall be reimoursed for th@--eost--o+ 

"'"als and ladgi:1g while a~ay from the pers.:m•s designated 

hearlquarters~-~eve++ft9-oHts+de--the--~p+oyee£~--de~+gnete~ 

t~eve+-dey-eftd-+~-mere-thftft-three-t3t-hott~~ and engaged in 

official state business in accordance with the following 

provisions: 

{ 1 J Travel ~ithin the state of Montana: 

(a} The governor shall be authorized actual and 

necessary expenses not to exceed sixty dollars (S60) p2r 

day. 

SECOND R E A D I N G 

lC 0565/0l 

1 (b) All other elected state officials• appoint.ed 

2 members of boards, commissions. councils, depa~tment 

3 directors, and all other state employees shall be authorized 

4 the actual cost of lodging not exceeding sixte2n dollars 

5 I 516) per day plus two dollars (52) for the morning meal, 

6 three dollars ($3) for the midday meal, and five dollars 

1 ( S5 J for the evening meal. All claims for lodging expense 

3 r2imbursement allowed under this section •ust be documented 

9 by an appropriate receipt. 

10 (2) Travel out of the state of Montana: 

11 (a) The governor shall be authorized actual and 

12 necessary travel expenses not to exceed seventy dollars 

13 ($70) per day. 

14 (b) All other elected state officials, appointed 

15 meMbers of boards, co-.missions, councjls, department 

16 directors, and all other state employees shall be authorized 

17 the actual cost of lodging not exceeding thirty-seven 

18 dollars (537) per day plus three dollars I SJ) for the 

19 morning meal, four dollars ($4) for the midday ~eal, and six 

20 dollars {St.) for the ev2ning meal. All claims for tha 

21 lodging expense r2imbursement allowed under this subsection 

22 must be documented by an appropriate receipt. 

23 (3) When other than commercial, non-receiptable 

24 lodging facilities are utilized by a state employee while 

25 conducting official state business in a travel status, the 

-2- 116/?;2 
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amount of seven dollars (S7) will be authorized for lodging 

expenses for each day in which travel involves an overnight 

stay in lieu of the amount authorized in subsection 

( l)fttt:Ltll or (2)f~ihi above. tlQ~eyer, · Wbeo_ dy&cni~ht 

. . . e P cjyl'dfld -at: th!! expense Of any ·goy!!rrtmltftt accauoolfat ions itt r 

ent•tY• no re•m~rs . . . • b uent; •ax be clajmt!d fii.L1wl~ 

(4) The actual cost of reasonable tcansportat ion 

expenses and other· necessary business expenses incurred by a 

state official or e~loyee while in an official travel 

status ~11 be ·5ubject to nef~rse.ent. 

(5)- The prov1si,olls of this· section sball not be 

construed as affecting the va~icHty of section 43-310.; 

(6) The departaent of adainistratton shall prescribe 

rules necessary to effectively adainister this section for 

state govern•ent~ 

(7) All commercial air travel shall be by the least 

expensive class service available.• 

Section 2. Section 59-539, R.c.H. 1947, i~ amended to 

read as Follows: 

•s9-539. Computation of i:f'ttve+ ~1 allowance. [1) ·ro 

beeligible- For the ~a..eT·-aal· allowance provided in 

section 59-"538, an ... ployee cust · ·have been in a tra,el 

status for more than three (3) corltinuous hours aftd--~e 

i:f'Sve+~~-~~eommefte8d-mct'e-than-ofte~ftt~hout'-be~ore~ 

tet-or-i--ted-.ot'e-than"'--e--trt--hottf'--.. ~i:ef'--the--e,.pto-ye~ 

-3-
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ft&rea++y-~ss+g~d--wat'k--sh+~. If eligible, an employee 

Le~~= 

(a) e8f'ftS the mornin9 meal allowance if in " tr.1vel 

status between the hours of 12~01 a.~. and 10 a.m.; 

(b) ea~fts the midday meal allowance if in a t~avel 

status between the hours of 10:01 a.m. and 3 p.m.; and 

(c) ea~~ the evening meal allowance if in a travel 

status between the hours of 3:0t P••• ·and 12 •idni gltt. 

(dt ·pnly one ·pt •the tnree ·!!leal allowaoc!ls provjdedr_if 

the 1;rihl£!l · was •pgrfnr;llifd ···wfQjn · f.bR f~UJoygers aSsigned 

tra'!(£!I Shift. 

I e I · ·a 'lidx twill <if f.wd !leal altowanc:.es i f · thiL-l.l:.a:i:el 

begjns l:iefor:e :or !las ·complet;e<t aftmr Xtw !iiilp]Qeers assfgcled 

t.rayel $bfff and ·J:fie ·xnwu ·aid 'DC¢ 'e!(cge<l ·z<t ·bours. 

( 2) Fo9'~et""S'on1t-'-i-ft-rte'te-se.-v+t:e-..~t"ry-as--si-gned-to 

oft-&-.....W~T-ta-s~,...-w-ortt-~6ctF-ette-an+y~per-<f+--al-+0108fte<t 

.,,.y-'-be--art-'--'*-i"at-'to-exe~f'e'e-d.,....atc";!t-f53t-l'e>-dfty 

~--o-hhfay-aeM-'IIIft,...-the'-~t:t&'re-i'1t~t-or-e~--r-~.,,.,.. 

oftd--the-f'e&t'-t:he-Sf!tle-,cJay4s-at.-,Sf'-p"ri-01"--to-&-I' ..... -FOf' 

pe~~~~f'Y~~+er~y-a1t1t-i-gned-te-work--~&ds 

ethet'-~tl'tftft.,.-lf-~--*'·e-5--'j!>d-.T-"'lle-lafiho'fi"tt!l~del""t'be--ee-y 

-sh\Si !!ltf 'l! ·pe..-'d+elll-a,.+ewol'ft!!e-tf+-i!tff-dllt~--'ft't*--'te'- -eoreet!d 

t.we-eo++o .. ~t•~t-¥8f'-&-.arft-i-ft~--..a+-and-~+ve-da++et'sf5't-~.,.. 

eft--ewet'l+ti9'""-IBeeh--'-art+y---e--o~--i:he-"i:ht'ee-'t:=Jt-e++e-t'lees 

p~+ded in ~~b~ee~+eft-fz~e+et.ed--Tft~eny--ane--t~t 

-4-
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eeyw---£~-fte-ea~e-~he~~-eny-pe¥-d~em-o~-a++owenee-w~a~~eve¥ 

2 be-pe+d-~o~--any--eb~ene~-no~--exeeed+ng--~h~ee--t3t--hottr~ 

3 ~!Lavel shift• ~-~1--~~L~_2f__tlm~~nnlll~_L_O~ 

4 l!efpr n and teJ:J!!i..Dlll.Dll-L.llill.I..L<ille.L..the empl o~_nml.l.x 

5 gssigned work~. 

b {3) Tne department of administration shall prescribe 

7 rul~s necessary to effectively administer this section for 

8 state government." 

-End-

-5-
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BILl NO.-~ 
INTRODUCED 3Y 

BY REQUEST EPARTKENT OF ~DMIN1STRATIDN 

A Bl LL FOR AN ACT ENTITLED: "AN ACT TO REVISE AND CLARIFY 

THE LAWS PERTAINING TO TRAVEL EXPENSES ~F STATE OFFICERS AND 

E~PLDYEES; AMENDING SECTIONS 59-538 AND 59-539, R.C.M. 

1947·" 

BE IT ENACTED SY THE LEGISl.ATURE OF THE STATE OF MONT AHA: 

Section 1. Section 59-538~ R.C.H. l947o is a•ended to 

read as follows: 

"5~-538. Travel expense of persons in state service. 

Every elected off ici"al, appointed members of board so 

commissions, councils, and department directors, and all 

other state employees shall .be reimbursed for iol'te--,eO<ti:-~ 

meals and looging whil~ away from the person•s designated 

headquartars~-treve~~utSY~--t~-eep~eyee~~-des+9"ete~ 

t~eve+-dey-s~d-+e~-me~e-tne"-th~ee-t3t-he~~~ and engaged in 

official state business in accordance with the following 

previsions: 

( 1} 

(a) 

Travel within the state of Montana: 

The governor shall be authorized actual and 

neces5ary expenses not to exceed sixt¥ ~llars (S&O} per 

day. 
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(b} All other elected state officials, appointed 

members of boards, coaaissionso councils, department 

directors, and all other state employees shall be authorized 

the actual cost of lodging not exceeding sixtean dollars 

(Sl6) per day plus two dollars (SZ) for the .orning meal, 

three dollars (53) for the midday meal, and five dollars 

($5} for the evening meal. All claims for lodging ex?ense 

reimbursement allowed under this section must be documented 

by an appropriate receipt. 

(2)' ·Travel out: of the state of Montana: 

(a) The governor shall be author;zed actual and 

necessary travel expenses not to exceed seventy dol)ars 

( $701 per day. 

(b) All other elected state officials, appointed 

members of boards, co.missions, councils, department 

directors, and all other state employees shall be authorized 

the actual cost of lodging not exceeding thirty-seven 

dollars ( 537) per day plus th.-ee dollars ( S3) for the 

morning meal. four dollars ($4) for the midiay ;Ileal, and 3ix 

dollars (Si>) for the ev~ning meal. All claims for th.:o 

lodging exp~nse reimbursement allowed under this subsection 

must be documented by an appropriate receipt. 

(3) When other than commercial, non-receiptable 

lodging facilities are utilized by a state employee while 

conducting official state business in a travel status, the 

-2- 1/6/?~ 
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amount of seven dolla~s ($7) will be autho~ized fo~ loJging 

expenses for each day in which t~av&l involves an ove~night 

stay in lieu of the amount authorized in subsection 

(l)fdtl.ll.l or (2)fdt~ above. tloweyer. whea__Q~~ 

-- at the exPense of a y 0 ·government . ··Qns are ;;aoylded . 
~ccpnpodat! 1 . ed for lod~ongs 
entjty. no relm • bursement ,Jay be c a•m 

(4) The actual cost of ~easonable t~anspo~tat ion 

expenses and othe~ necessa~y business expenses incu~~ed by a 

state official or employee while in an official travel 

status shall be subject to reimbursement. 

(5) Th~ provisions of this section shall not be 

construed as affecting the validity of section 43-310. 

(6) The departsent of administration shall presc~ibe 

rules necessary to effective1y ad•inister this section for 

state govern•ent. 

(7) All commercial ai~ travel shall be by the least 

expensive class service available.• 

Section 2. Section 59-539, R.C.M. 1947, is omended to 

read as follows: 

•59-539. Computation of ~~eve~ maRl allowance. (l) To 

be eligible for the ~revet 

section 59-538, an employee 

status for more than thr€e (3) 

~ allowance providej in 

must have oeen in a travel 

co~inuous hours ~nd--~~ 

~~eve+--.tt$t-hewe-eom~efteee-•o~e-~heh-one-ttt-hott,-be~&re-o~ 

term+neted~ere-~heft--one--trt--hottr--e~~er--~e--emp+oye~ 

-3-
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ftO~me+~.,--eo~+9fted--we~k--sh+~t. 

L.il~.li: 

If eligibleo ~n ~mplay~. 

{.a] eern~ th-e mornin; meal allowance if in ~ tr,-··v21 

status between th2 hours of ll:Ol a.m. and lOa.~.; 

(b) ~rno the midday meal allowanLe if in a travel 

status between the hours of 10:01 a.m. and 3 p.m.; and 

(c) eerno the evening meal allowance if in a travel 

status between the! hours of 3:01 p.m. and 12 midnight. 

!dl ·poly one of the thr_ile meal allowance!. proyjded,_j_f 

tbg travel~ was. -perfoe,med within the eiRPlgyee.-s assjgned 

travel shift. 

let ·a~waxrmum of twg Meal allgwances if the ~xel 

bewinS bgfore ·or was·completgd after the gap1Q¥ae's assj~~ 

~rayel Sbtff and Ib«.trawel did D•C excegd 24.bours. 

(2) ~~.,e~e .. ..-+n-ste~-se-r'riee-~e'1tr'l·er+y-eos+'!rted-~ 

eft-H-~wm.-~-5-pwe.-we~k-per+Gdr-~he-en+y-~r-e+em-et+ewenee 

'"oy-~e--eft-·- .. ...,.,.,~-net1:-t:e-exeee'd--"titr ee-deHero-·f$3t-~er-"'"T 
~or-e-m+ddey-mee+-wheft-the-de~~e-+s-i>t-or-e~~e~--~-ewm. 

ftftd--the-~~ft-en-~h~-oeee-dey-*o-et-er-pr+er-to-&-pwmi-For 

1"'1!1'"-4ft""'"'e~"' ,.,.,,. .• i<:e re'1tt'fer'l-y-oos+9roetl-te-werk--periedo 

e~he~--~hanr-&--e ••• -~e-5-p.m.~-~he-e•p+ey+n,-depe~~eftt-eoy 

e5-1>ai>H!th-..-pet'-tli-e~~t-a-l-l-ewaftee-e·f'-aft-""".,.,M--not--~e--exeee-tl 

twe-ee++er3-f*rt-~o~-a-me~n+n~-mea+-end-++•e-de++e~sf5?t-f'er 

e~-eYeft*ft~-•ee+·---6ftty--efte--e~--the-~h~ee-t3+-e++oweftees 

prev+fle<f--i-!'t-'sttl>,;eet+eft-t~T·-,.y-be-e'l-e+•ed--i-ft--eny--ene--t-tt 

-4-
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eey~-Tft-fte-es~e~e++-~ny-per-d+~-~-el+owenee-wftet~~~ 

Z be~it-Td-'f'ttt--.... -;--.. b·--..--ne~--~n'g-'-i!hre--"~~~ 

3 •Trayel shift" js that ~eridd _2f time ·begjnrtirig I hoyr 

4 bgforg ;lnd ter!linatin~~er f.be ·e!fi!lo~_nOrr!!alh 

5 assigned won "shjft. 

6 13} The department of administration shall prescribe 

7 rules necessary to effectively administer this section for 

8 state government.• 

-End-
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March 16, 1977 

STANDING COMMITTEE REPORT 
Senate Committee on State Administration 

Taht House Bill No. 182 be amended as follows: 

l. Amend page 1, section l, line 24. 
Following: "exceed" 
Strike: "sixty dollars ($60)" 
Insert: "$40" 

,2. Amend page 2, section 1, lines 4 and 5. 
Following: "exceeding" 
Strike: "sixteen dollars ($16)" 
Insert: "$18" 

3. Amend page 2, section l, lines 12 and 13. 
Following: "exceed" 
Strike: "seventy dollars ($70)" 
Insert: "$50" 
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HOUSt BILL NO. 182 

lNT~uOUCED BY MtluY 

ay kEQUEST uf THE DEPARTMENT OF AOHIN!STRATlON 

A BILL fOR AN ACT ENT!TLtD: "AN ACT TO REVISE AND CLARIFY 

lrlE l~hS PERTAINING TO TRAVEL EXPENSES Of STAlE OFFICERS AND 

~~PLOYtcS; AMENDING S~CTIDNS 59-538 AND 59-539• R.C.H. 

1941.• 

Bt IT ENACTED BY THE LEGISLATURE Of THE STATE OF MONTANA: 

Section 1. Section 59-538, R.c.H. l947o is amended to 

read as follows: 

•)9-538. Travel expense of persons in state service. 

~very elected official. appointed members of boardso 

commissionso councils. and department directors, and all 

oth~r state employees shall be reimbursed for the--e~~-o+ 

oneals and lodging whil~ away from the person•s desionated 

heaaqua r ter s-t-_,e++~tt;~-..~t~de__.,e---eep+coye.,.a-.;es~H11 

t~vet-&8y-sftri-~&r-MOre-theft-th~-~t-heu~~~ and engaged in 

official state ousiness in accordance with the fo,lowinq 

pro11isions: 

(l) Tra~el •ithin tne state of Montana: 

(a) lhe governor shall be authorized actual and 

necessary expenses not to exceed ~~~ty-6&++~~-t~tit ~Q per 

aay. 
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(b) All other elected state ofticialso appointed 

members of boards. commissions, councils, department 

direcLorso and all other state employees shall be authorized 

tne actual cost of lodginq not exceeding ~~~t~ft-de++~~ 

t*~at ~~per day plus two dollars (S2) for the morning 

meal, three dollars (S3) for the midday meal, and five 

dollars ($5) for the evening meal. All claims for lodging 

expense reimbursement allowed under this section must be 

documented by an appropriate receipt. 

(Z) Travel out of the state of Montana: 

(a) The governor shall be authorized actual and 

necessary travel exoenses not to 

t*~8t ~~ per day. 

(b) All other elected state 

exceed ~ty-d6++1t'r~ 

official so appointed 

meumers of boardso commissions, councilso department 

directors, and all other state employees shall be authorized 

the actual cost of lodging not exceeding thirty-seven 

dollars (S37) per day plus three dollars {S3) for the 

morninq meal, four dollars (S't) for the midday meal, and six 

dollars (Sb) for the evening meal. All claims for the 

Jodginq expense reimbursement allowed under this subsection 

must De documented by an appropriate receipt. 

(Jl Wnen other than commercial, non-receiptable 

Jodginq facilitigs are utilized by a state employee while 

conju~tino official st"'t<> business in ·• travel status. the 

-<- Hh 182 
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HB 0182/0l 

amoun& of seven dollars (ll) will be authorized for lodging 

expenses for each day in which travel involves an overniaht 

stay in lieu of the amount authorized in subsection 

( 1)tdt.LIU or {2)tltttill above. .I::I.!Ut.eXti~I:H1.JL_QY.!UJl..iSlht 

.il!;.J;Qlllalll1ali!UlL.iiL.Il..JIL!llt.~ at the expense of an.v._g~lliiJimt. 

.elll i..t~ _[J.tL£.eim.lw.J:.:ieJil!WLIIil.X...-lte c I a i med _f.QLlw1Jtiug• 

(4) Tne actual cost of reasonable transportation 

expenses and other necessary business expenses incurred by a 

state official or employee while in an official travel 

status shall be subject to reimburse•ent. 

(~) The provisions of this section shall not be 

construed as affecting the validity of section 43--310. 

(6) The department of administration shall prescribe 

rules necessary to effectively administ~r this section for 

state government. 

(1) All commercial air travel shall be by the least 

expensive class s~rvice avai1able.• 

Section 2. Section 59-539r R.c.M. 1941, is amended to 

read as follows: 

M59-539. Computation of t~ve+ ~allowance. {l) To 

oe el iqiule for the tr~ve+ ~1 allowance ?rovided in 

section 59--538, an emoloyee must have been in a travel 

status for r.ore than three (3) continuous hours ~d~e 

t~vet-~~t-hsve-eemmeneed-eere-the~~e-tTt-neHr-b~~e--er 

t~m+~ted--m~e--then--e~-tTt--hear--e~ter-the~~+eye~~ 
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{a) e,.~ the morning 

i-1ti 0182/02 

If eligible, an employee 

meal allowance if in a travel 

status oetween the hours of 12:01 a ••• and 10 a.m.; 

(b) eer~ the midaay meal allowance if in a travel 

status oetween the hours of 10:01 a.m. and 3 n.m.; and 

(c) ear~ the evening meal allowance if in a travel 

status between the hours of 3:01 p.m. and 12 aidniQht. 

UIL~nll!-JWIL!l.f._j;be three meaJ allmtarn;;es provj ded. if 

ihe-tLA~~~LD.rm~--KitbiD....-~•piQyee•s assigned 

.tutUL~t..a 

!.eL-<1----II<l.ltilluiL....QL twg eal al 1 gwanfaLil...thJl_j;t..illWJ. 

!l~inLWl f.QJ:.L.QLJtalLI:..O.JUll..et.tuLaf t e r the em~~.....au-Um.el1 

i£il~~t_and the travel l1id ngt gxceed 24 hgursa 

( 2) ~~-,~~-+n-~t.,t:e--rv1-ee-HO~+er+y-s~ri""ed-te 

en-d-~m.-t:e-5-pYMT-w&r~-per+edy-the-on~-per-d+ee-8++ewenee 

m,.y-be-an-eme~t:-ftet:-~-e~eeed-three-de++ars--t•3t--p~--d"Y 

~or--H--m•ddfty-eee+-when-t:he-depertu~e-~s-et-or~-T-e.-w 

e~-t:ne-retur"-eft-t~-~~e-dey-•~-et-~or-to-b-~•·--Fer 

per~ens--~n-s~te-~erv~e~-re~H+ftr+y-~~~ed-te-wor~-per+ed~ 

ot:her-t:he"-a-... m.-t:e-S-~wm.y-the--eep+ey+n~--de~ert.ent--mey 

e~tee~+~h--.. --p&r--d1-em-e~+swenee-e~en-emeunt-net-te-eKeeed 

t:we-ee+~er~-tSrt-+er-e-~rn~n~-ee"+-end-T+ve-de~+"r~~t-~"r 

en-even~ng-ee"+•--Sn+y--ene--e~--the--tnree--t3t--.,++ewonee~ 

prev+ced--+n--~H~et:~en--trt--mey-be-e~e+med-+n-eny-en~t+t 

--4-- HB 182 
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1 ddyw--rn-ne-e~~e-~he+~-eny-p~-e+em-er-e++ewenee--•~t~eeYer 

l be--pe+~--+er--eny--eb~enee--~~--exeeed+n~-~hree-f3t-he~~ 

3 !.l.r ii.Ul -SIJ.i~.i..L.tllilL->2ll~-ll.L--t.l.me..._ beg i DO j ng L....lllw.[. 

~ DeLwc.~_and tgrwjqatjng_l hour after the em~oyee•s normally 

5 ~ ui.Q o.eiLIIt.Qr.JL.litli.f..t • 

b 13) Tile department of administration shall orescribe 

rul~s necessary to effectively administer this section for 

~ state ~overn~ent.• 

-End-

-~- H~ 182 
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HOUSE Bill NO, 18.2 

INTRODUCED BY M~LOY 

BY REQUEST OF THE DEPARTMENT OF ADMINISTRATION 

A BILL FOR AN ACT ENTITLED: "AN ACT TO REVISE AND ClARIFY 

THE LAWS PERTAINING TO TRAVEL EXPENSES OF STATE OFFICERS AND 

~MPLOY~ES; AMENDING SECTIONS 59-538 AND 59-539o R.C.M, 

1947." 

8~ IT fNACT~O BY THE LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF MONTANA: 

Section 1. Section 59-538, R.C.Ho 1947o is amended to 

read as follows: 

"59-538, Travel expense of persons in state ·service. 

£very elected official, appointed members of boards., 

commiss.ionso counci Is, and department directors, and all 

other state employees shall be reimbursed for ~ne--~~~--o+ 

meals and lodqino while away from the pers.on•s desiqnated 

headquarters.~-~~eve++~-eH~+de--~he--e~+oyee~~--de~+~~~d 

~~eve+-eey-end-f~-me~-~~n-~~e-t3t-hoH~~~ and engaged in 

offici~] s.tate business. in accordance with the followino 

provisions: 

{l} Travel within the s.tate of Montana: 

(a) The qovernor shall be authorized actual and 

necess.ary expenses. not to exceed s+~~y-eo++~~f$66t ~ per 

day. 

F I N A L P R I N T I N G 
ADOPTED BY 
HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 
AND SENATE 
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ib) "11 other elected state officials, appointed 

members ot boards, commissions. councils, department 

directors, and all other state employees shall be authorized 

the actual cos.t of lodgin~ not exceeding ~~.te~-&o++e~~ 

t•+6+ ~per day plus two dollars. (S2} for the morning 

meal, three dollars (S3) for the midday meal, and five 

dollar5 {'5) for the evening meal. All claims for lodging 

expense reimbursement allowed under this section must be 

documented by an appropriate receipt. 

(2) Travel out of the state of Montana: 

(a) The governor shall be authorized actual and 

neces.sary travel expenses not to exceed ~ev~~~++e~~ 

t•~at ~~ SEVENTY DOLLARS !S70l per day. 

(b) All other elected state officials, appointed 

members of boards., commissions, councils, department 

directors, and all other state employees shall be authorized 

the actual cost of lodging not exceeding thirty-seven 

dollars ($37) per day' plus three dollars ($3) for the 

morning meal, four dollars (S4) tor the midday meal, and six 

dollars (Sb) for the evening meal. All claims for the 

lodgino expense reimbursement allowed under this subsection 

must be documented by an appropriate receipt. 

{3) When other than commercial. non-receiptable 

lodqing facilities are utilized by a state employee while 

conductinq official state bus.iness in a travel status, the 

-2- HB 182 
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amount of seven dollars ($7) will be authorized for lodging 

expenses for each day in which travel involves an overnight 

stay in lieu of the amount authorized in subsection 

{l)t<lt.tll.l or (21t<lt.tll.l above. However. when oyernjght 

accommodations are proyided at the expense of any government 

entity. no rejmbyrsgment may be claimed for lodgjng. 

(4) The actual cost of reasonable transportation 

expenses and other necessary business expenses incurred by a 

state official or employee while in an official travel 

status shall be subject to reiMbursement. 

(5) The provisions of this section shall not be 

construed as affecting the validity of section 43-310. 

(6) The department of administration shall prescribe 

rules necessary to effectively administer this section for 

state qovernment. 

(7) All commercial air travel shall be by the least 

expensive class service available.• 

Section 2. Section 59-539, R.L.M. 1947• is amended to 

read as follows: 

"59-539. (amputation of ~~~e+ meAl allowance. (1) To 

be eliqible tor the ~ro¥e+ ~ allowance provided in 

section 59-538, an employee must have been in a travel 

status for more than three (3) continuous hours oft~-~he 

~rft¥e+-~,~-heve-eomme~e~~e-~heft-eHe-ttt-heur-be+~e--er 

~erm+ne~e<l--mere--~haft--efte--t*i--heur--e+~~r-~he-emp+eye~£' 

-3- Hfl 182 
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If eligible, an employee 

[a) eore' the morninq meal allowance if in a travel 

status between the hours of 12:01 a.m. and 10 a.m.; 

(b) eere' the midday meal allowance if in a travel 

status between the hours of 10:01 a.m. and 3 p.m.; and 

[c) eere' the evening meal allowance if in a travel 

status between the hours of 3:01 p.m. and 12 midnioht. 

fdl only one of the three meal allowances proyjdeds if 

~he trayel was oerformed within the emp1ovee 1 s assigned 

trayel shjlt. 

(el a maxjmum of two peal allowances if the trayel 

~jns befgre or was completed after the employee•s assigned 

~~~u_tbe travel djd not exceed 24 hours. 

121 Fer-pe~~,-~e-,~e~-~rv+ee-re~+er+y-e,,+~~~-~e 

~e-&-a.m.-~e-§-p.m.-werk-per+&<l.-~he-ee+y-per-<1~-e++eweee~ 

may-ee-ae-emeue~ee~-~e-e•e~@<i-~ft~ee-de++e~,--t~-p~r--<loy 

~er--a--m+<l<ioy-mea+-whee-~he-<ie~r~ure-+~-a~-er-e+~er-T-e•m• 

aHd-~he-re~ure-OH-~he_,eme-<loy-+,-e~er-pr+er-~e-6-p.m.--Fe~ 

per,ee~--+"-~~e~e-,~v+~e-~er+y-a,,+qeed-~e-werk-pe~+&<l~ 

e~her-~ha"-~-e.m.-~o-~-p.m • .-~~-emp+ey+eq--aepor~me~--mey 

e'~ae+~,h--e--p~~--d+em-e++eweeee-e+-ae-emeue~-eet-~-e~eee~ 

~we-de++ar,-t•2t-+er-o-me~e+eq-.eo+-ee~-~+ve-do++er,t+§t-+er 

oH-evee+eq-mee+•--Be+y--ene--e+--~h~--~ftree--f3t--e+teweHee' 

prev+<le<l--+e--,nb,~e~~eH--tyt--mey-be-e+e+med-+e-ftfty-ene-tTt 

-4- HB 162 
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e~yw--+"-ne-ees~-sheT+~"y-p~-d+em-e~~++owe~e--wnets~ye~ 

2 be--pe+d--+o~--e~-ebse"ee--ftO~--e~eeee+"g--~~~t-ho~s 

3 ~~~~~ shjft" js that oerjod of time beginning 1 hour 

4 before anc; terminatjnq 1 hour after the employee•s normally 

~ assjgned w~rk shjft. 

6 (3) The department of administration shall p~esc~ibe 

rules necessary to effectively administe~ this section for 

8 state government." 

-End-
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