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____Z! BILL NOe _ZéLﬁ{

INTRGDUCED BY _%A_'
B

Y REQUEST OF

THE DEPARTMENT OF SOCIAL AND REHABILITATION SERVICES

A BILL FOR AN ACT ENTITLED: ™AN ACT T0 MAKE CONFIDENTIAL
ALL INFORMATION OBTAINED FOR PURPOSES OF PUBLIC ASSISTANCE;

AMENDING SECTIONS 71-231al AND 71-231e3s ReloMe 1947."

AE IT ENACTED BY THE LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE 0OF AONTANA:
Section le There is a new ReC.Me section numbered
71-23l.% that reads as followss:
T1-23le4e Confidentiality of informatione All
applicationsys informations and records concerning any
applicant or recipient of assistance or servicas under this
title are confidential and may not be disclosed or used for

any purpose not directly connected with the determination of

eligibility and administration of assistance or servicess.

The department " shall adopt rules to insure the
confidentiality of information. The release or misuse of
confidential information by any person is official

misconduct as provided in 94-7-40le
Section 2e Section T1l-23lels ReCeMe 1947+ is amended
to read as follows:

"71-23lele Filing of records showing recipients of
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public assistance -- public rvecords —- destruction after
four years. The county welfare board of each county shall on
or pefore the thirtieth (30th) day of Januarys Apriile July
and UOctober of each year file with the county clerk and
recorder of sach county a complete report showing the names
of all recipients receiving public assistances together with
the amounts paid to each during the preceding quarter.

he-reports—so—fited-with-the—county—clerk—and-recorder
shati--be--and--the--seme-—hereby--are-dectared-to-be—pubdie
records—and-shati-be-open—to-publte—inspection—at-ait——times
during— —the--requinr-—office——hours—of-said—county-cterk—and
recordery Ihe reports so filed with the county clefk and
recorder may be released to any person or open for public
inspection only upon a showing that the merits of public
disclosurs outweigh _the gights _of persondl privacy. The
reports so filed may be destroyed by the county <clerk and
recorder in the presence of the bpoard of county
commissioners and wupon order of said board of county
commissioners at any time after the period of four {4} years
from their Filing date.™

Section 3. Section T1-23le3y RelaeMa 1947, is amended
to read as follows:

"71-231.3. Penalty. Any persones bodye associationy
corporations firms or Jther agency who shali-witifuity

purpcsely or knowingly violstes say—-preoviston——of——this——act
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shati-—~be the provisions of 71-23]1.2 is quilty of a
misdemeanor and upon conviction shall be punished by a fine
of not less than twenty-five—-4{325s68)-dotiars nor or more
than one—-thousand-{$ivB686+8684-dolttars $500+ to which may be
added imprisonment in the county jail for any deterainate
period not to exceed sixty--+60)--days & _months. If the
violation is by other than an individuals the imprisonment
may be ' adjusted against apy officers agents employees
servanty or other person of the associations corporationy
firm or other agency who committed or participated in such
violation and is found gquilty thereofe."

Section 4. Saving clausee. This act does not affect
rights and duties that maturedsy penalties that were incurred
or proceedings that were begun bhefore the effective date of
this acte

Section S5 Severabilitye If a part of this act is
invalids all valid parts that are severable from the invalid
part remain in effects If 3 part of this act is invalid in
one or more of its applicationse the part remains in effect
in all wvali¢ applications that are severable from the
invalid applicationss

-End-

-3-
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Approved by Committee
on Public Health,Welfare
& Safety .

ROUSE BILL BQ. 164
INTRODUCED BY HARPER
BY REQUEST CF

THE DEPARTMEET OF SOCIAL AND BEHABILITATIOR SERVICES

A BILL FOB AW ACY ENTITLED: “!!‘ACT TO MBAKE CONPIDERTIAL
ALL INPORMATION OBTAINED PCR POEPOSES OF PUBLIC ASSISTANCE;
AMENDING S2CTIONS—T3—233v1-—a¥b—F4-333+3 SECTION _71-231,3,
B.C,M, 19847; AED BREPEALING SECTION 7%-231,1, R.C.8. 1947.*%

BE IT ENACTED 8Y THE LEGISLATURE OF THE SEITE OF MOWTANA:

Ssection 1. There is a new B.C.¥. section nusberegd
71-231. 4 that reads as follows:

71-231.4%4. cConfidentiality of information. All
applications, inforaation, apnd records concersing any
applicant or recipient of assistance or services upder this
title are cenfidential and may not be disclosed or used for
any purpose not directly comnected with the determination of
eligibility and administration of assistasce or services,
The departaent shall adopt rules to insure the
confidentiality of inforsation. The release or eisuse of
confidential inforsaticn by any persom is cfficial
misconduct as provided in 94-T7-401,

N 2 5 . 24-234 ‘ou7 N ied

to—cead-—as—-fellevss
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Section 2. Section 71-231.3, R.C.H. 1947, is asended
to read as follous:

*71-231.3. Penalty. Any person, body, asscciatics,
corporation, fira, or other agency vwho ahadd—widifully

—-2- HB 160
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purpogely or kanowingly violates aay-previsienreof-this-aes
shall—be the provislons of T13-231,2 is gquilty of a

sisdemeanor and upon conviction shall be punished by a fine
of not less than 4weasy—£ive—($25+00)-dedlare ReE Or moTe
than ene—thousani-—{$1,060+30)-dellaxs 3500, to.vhich may be
added imprisopment in the county jail for any detersinate
peried not to exceed gisty--—{68)——days 6_ponths. If the
violation is by other thanm an ipdividual, the imprisomment
may be adjusted against amy officer, agent, employee,
servant, or other person of the association, corgporation,
firm or other agency who cosmitted or participated in such
viclation and is found guilty thereof.®

Section 3. Saving clause, This act does not affect
rights and doties that matured, penalties that were incurred
or proceedings that were begun before the effective date of
this act.

Section 4, Severability. If a part of this act is
invalid, all valid parts that are severable frca the imvalid
part remain in effect., If a part of this act is ipvalid in
one or more of its applications, the part remains in effect
ir all valid applications that are severable from the
invalid applicaticas.

SECTION 5, BEPRALEB, _SECTION 73-231 B o 19487,

iS_BEPEALED,
—~End-
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March 30, 1977

STANDING COMMITTEE REPORT
Senate Committee on Judiciary

That House Bill No. 164 be amended as follows:

1. Amend title, lines 6 through 9.

Following: "ACT" _

Strike: "TO MAKE CONFIDENTIAL ALL INFORMATION OBTAINED FOR PURPOSES OF
PUBLIC ASSISTANCE; AMENDING SECTION 71-231.3, R.C.M. 1947; AND"

Insert: "REVISING THE LAW REGARDING PUBLIC ASSISTANCE RECORDS;"

2. Amend page 1, section 1, line 14 through line 1 on page 2.

Following: "71-231.4."

Strike: ‘line 14 through line 1 on page 2 in their entirety

Insert: "Audit of public assistance records. All applications, informa-
tion, and records concerning any applicant or recipient of assistance
or services under this title are subject to audit for legislative
oversight or determination of welfare fraud."

3. Amend page 2, section 1, line 25 through line 25 on page 3.
Following: line 24

Strike: sections 2, 3 and 4 in their entirety

Renumber: subsequent section



