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45th Legislature LC Ot>Bb/01 

__ }j__ BIll NO. /fo 'I_ 

2 INTRODUCED BY ~-BY REQUtST OF 

4 THE DEPARTMENT Of SOCIAL AND REHABILITATION SERVICES 

5 

b A BILL FOR AN ACT ENTITLED: •AN ACT TO HAKE C.ilNFll>f,HU.l 

7 All INFORMATION OBTAINtD FOR PURPOSES OF PUBLIC ASSISTANCE; 

8 AMENDING SECTIONS 71-231.1 AND 71-231·3• R.C.H. 1947.• 

9 

10 BE IT ENACTED BY THE LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF MONTANA: 

11 Section 1. There is a new R.C.H. section nu~bered 

12 71-231.4 that reads as follows: 

13 71-231.4· Confidentiality of information. All 

14 applications. information. and ~ecords concerning any 

15 applicant or recipient of assistance or services under this 

16 title are confidential and may not be disclosed or used for 

17 any purpose not directly connected with the determination of 

1J eligibility and administration of assistance or services. 

19 The department shall adopt rules to insure the 

20 cJnfidentiality of information. The r-elease or misuse of 

21 confidential i nfor mat ion by any person is of fie ial 

22 misconduct as provided in 94-7-401. 

23 s~ction 2. Section 71-231.1• R.C.H. 1947• is amended 

24 to read as follows: 

25 ~11-231.1. Filing of records showing recipients of 
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pub1ic assistance public records-- destruction after 

four years. lhe county welfare board of each county shall on 

or oefore the thirtieth (30th) day of January, April• July 

and uctooer of each year file with the county clerk and 

recorder of each county a complete report showing the names 

of all recipients receiving puolic assistance, together with 

the amounts paid to each during the preceding quarter. 

~h~-~epo~~~~o-+i~d-w~th-th~-eoan~y-e~~~k-end-r~eorder 

~he~~--be--end--th~--~em~--he~eby--er~-~e+wr~d-to-b~-pab++e 

~~o~~-eftd-~he~~-b~-open-to-9Ub+ie-f~et+on-et-e++--t*~ 

ttar+ttq--the--r .. "'a+e~--o+<fi-ee--h<>trr~-o<f-se?tt-·eoanty-e~~M<-end 

¥~~ord~w The reports sg filed wjtb the coyoty clerk~ 

r:~.L...m;u:........luL_r el eased-1~Lilll¥-~U2ILQ[ __ Qllim_for pub 1 i c 

i.~i.a.~.-Wll21L~ i ng that llllL__.ar:il.L_oL-JUilllli; 

~~.1ue oytwejgiJ__!J:liL rights _oL oersonal prj~ The 

reports so filed may be destroyed by the county clerk and 

recorder in the presence of the board of county 

commissioners and upon order of said board of county 

commissioners at any time after the period of four {4) years 

from their fjling date." 

Section 3. Section 71-231.3, R.C.H. 1947, is amended 

to re~d dS follows; 

"71-231.3. Penalty. Any p~rson, ~odyt association, 

carpor.ati on, firm, or ~ther rlgency who sho~~-wf~~+a++y 

~~lY o~ knowingly viol~tes ft"y-~oY~~+on--o+--~hf~-eet 
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~~++---b~ the provisions of Ll=~~ guilty of a 

2 misdemeanor and upon conviction shall be punished by a fine 

} of not less than ~-~"~-#fw~-tS25w89t-ee++e~~ ~ g£ more 

4 than ~~-~heu~a"d-tS+ygee.eet-da++&rs !2QQ• to which may be 

5 added imprisonment in the county jail for any determinate 

6 period not to exceed sfx~y--t&et--days b months. If the 

7 violation is by other than an individual, the imprisonment 

8 may be adjusted against any officer, agent, employee, 

9 servant, or other person of the association, corporation, 

10 firm or other agency who committed or participated in such 

11 violation and is found guilty thereof.• 

12 Section 4. Saving clause. This act does not affect 

13 rights and duties that matured, penalties that were incurred 

14 or proceedings that were begun before the effective date of 

15 this act. 

16 Section 5. Severability. If a part of this act is 

17 invalid, all valid parts that are severable from tha invalid 

18 part remain in effect. If a part of this act is invalid in 

19 one or more of its applications, the part remains in effect 

20 in all valid applications that are severable from the 

21 invalid applications. 

-End-
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Approved by Committee 
on Public Health,Welfare 
& Safety 

ROUSE BilL 10. 164 

IliTBODUCJ!D Bl BABPER 

Bt RI!QUBST OP 

TBB D!PABTBBIT OF SOCIAL liD B!HIBILITATIOI SBRYICES 

1 BILL FOB lJ ICT !ITITL!t: "AI ICT TO !lKB COIPIDIITilL 

ALL IRPOBKATION OBTIIJED FOR PURPOSES OF PUBLIC ISSISTAHCI; 

AKEIDIMG SIGT19Ri ~1 ~11,1 li» ~1 4~1.a S!CTlOR 71 231.3 1 

B.C,!, 19117; liD RBPB!1IIG SECTIOI 7~231,1, B.C.!. 1947.• 

BE IT EHACT!D 81 THE L!GISLITUBB OF THE STlTB OP !OJTIII: . 
section 1. There is a nev B.C.K. section nuabered 

71-231.11 that reads as follows: 

71-231.4. Confidentiality of inforaa tion. IU 

applications, inforaa tion, and records concerning any 

applicant or recipient of assistance or services under this 

title are confidential and •ay not be disclosed or used for 

any parpose not directly coanected with the deter•iuatiou of 

eligibility and adainistration of assistance or serYices. 

The department shall adopt rules to insure the 

confidentiality of inforaation. The release or •isuse of 

confidential inforaation by any persoa is official 

aiscondnct as proYided in 9~7-401. 

iee~iea Ao Seetiea 11 Ai1.1 1 s.c.~. 19q7, is aaea&ei 

\a Eeee as tslls•s• 
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"7 1 ilih 1o Jili ·~ ef Ee&e£9& ehevia~ Eeei~ie.-a-94 

---~,.; _. __ ,... __ .,;, ..,,._ ,. ____ ----"'~---·---A--. --- _..,~ ___ _.,_ ___ _...""-~-"" • .._...__ 
feln? .,_----4.'he ae at 11 a Y we awe ~ease ef eaeh eeaaty eaall 

ea e£ aefeEe the thietieth (~g~a~ iay aj ••••••f• ~pEilw 

ef all Eeeipiea~s weee~•i•~ p~lie aesistaaee, t&!elaea vita 

the aaeaate f&ii te eaeh iaEiB! the pEeeeiiB! !B&El&Eo 

shall he aai tae saae heEehy awe ieelaEei te he pa,lie 

-------- - ,._..;;~ -J...-:11_ .. ________ ._ ... --'h..1. . .;_ __ .; -----·"--- ..... __ ,._1:1__ .. .; ---

1'8&&£i&l!o The Ee!erl& sa «t!!i vi!' !~! &I1Bl1=!!!fk ''' 

~e,•e e•tvaish t-1 :!i§hts pf pe(esaal t£!!I~x ... 

l'epeats sa filei aay he ieet•erea ay tae eeaaty eleEk aa4 
-----A-- -01:- ~"L.- __________ - -~ _,_1._ ..__._ _ _.a -#: _____ ,.__ 

UOU:Z:<a........ ;a;aa .,._..,.. f':W: WO&&W..,. -....a:;>;J --..-ow caa: UGWWUJ 

&e••issieaeEs aai epee el'iew af· saii ••••e ef eeaety 

fEe• theiE filiat &a~e.• 

Section 2. Section 71-231.3, R.c.e. 1947, is a•ended 

to read as follows: 

•7~231.3. Penalty. lny persoa. body. associa~io•• 

corp-oration, fira. or other agency vho sa~l willf•lly 

-2- BB 1611 



HB 01611/02 

pgrposelJ or knowingly violates aay pEeaieiaa at ~~ia ••• 

2 s~all h She proYisions of 71-231,2 i§ guilty of a 

3 aisdeaeanor and upon conviction shall be punished by a fine 

• of not less than ~w•••~ tiae ($25.901 AellaE& Ae£ Q! aore 

5 than aae •aaasaai (11 1 Q00o00* Aalla£8 ~. to·which aay be 

6 added iaprisonaeat in the coaaty jail for any deterainate 

7 period not to exceed sh'J (U, bye § tontb§. If the 

8 Yiolation is by other than an individual. the iaprisoaaent 

9 aay be adjusted against any officer, agent, eaployee 8 

10 servant, or other person of the association, corfOtation, 

11 fira or other agency who coaaitted or participated in such 

12 yiolation and is found guilty thereof.w 

13 Section 3. SaYing clause. !his act does not affect 

1• rights and duties that aatnred, penalties that eere iacnrred 

15 or proceedings that were began before t~e effectiwe date of 

16 this act. 

17 Section ~. SeYerability. If a part of this act is 

18 invalid, all yalid parts that are seYerable frca the iaYalid 

19 part reaain in effect, If a part of this act is iDYalid in 

20 one or acre of its applicatioas, the part reaains in effect 

21 in all valid applications that are cseyerable fro• the 

22 invalid applicatioaa. 

23 ~EC!IO! 2L--!!fJlL!B, SECllOR 71-~31,1. R,C,!~--12!1£ 

2q IS R!PE~ 

-End-
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March 30, 1977 

STANDING COMMITTEE REPORT 
Senate Committee on Judiciary 

That House Bill No. 164 be amended as follows: 

1. Amend title, lines 6 through 9. 
Following: "ACT" 
Strike: "TO MAKE CONFIDENTIAL ALL INFORMATION OBTAINED FOR PURPOSES OF 

PUBLIC ASSISTANCE; AMENDING SECTION 71-231.3, R.C.M. 1947; AND" 
Insert: "REVISING THE LAW REGARDING PUBLIC ASSISTANCE RECORDS;" 

2. ~~end page 1, section 1, line 14 through line 1 on page 2. 
Following: "71-231.4." 
Strike: line 14 through line 1 on page 2 in their entirety 
Insert: "Audit of public assistance records. All applications, informa­

tion, and records concerning any applicant or recipient of assistance 
or services under this title are subject to audit for legislative 
oversight or determination of welfare fraud ... 

3. Amend page 2, section 1, line 25 through line 25 on page 3. 
Following: line 24 
Strike: sections 2, 3 and 4 in their entirety 
Renumber: subsequent section 


