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INTRODUCED BY 

A BILL FOR AN ACT ENTITL~O: "AN ACT TO CLARIFY THE LAW 

RELATING TO REGISTRATION OF SNOWMOBILES; PROVIDING A S3 

RECORDING FEE; DELETING ANNUAL REGISTRATION REQUIREMENTS 

OTHER THAN OBTAINING AN ANNUAL TAX-PAID DECAL; AMENDING THE 

DEFINITION OF •SNOWMOBILE• TO EXCLUDE ALL-TERRAIN VEHICLES; 

AMENDING SECTIONS 53-1012o 53-1013o 53-1014o 53-1015o 

5l-t01oo 53-1017, 53-102,..," 53-1U25, AND 53-1025.1, R.c.M. 

1947.• 

BE IT ENACTED BY THE LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF MONTANA: 

Section 1. Section 53-1012, R.c.H. 1947• is amended to 

read as follows: 

"53-1012· Definition of terms. As used in this act, 

the following ter•s shall have the meanings indicated 

herein, unless the context otherwise clearly requires that 

another meaning be~ intended: 

teti11 "Person" includes an individual, partnership, 

association, corporation, and any other body or group of 

persons, whether incorporated or not, and regardless of the 

degree of formal organization. 

tbt"lll • Snow11ob i 1 e" includes any self-propelled 

vehicle designed primarily for travel on snow or ice or 
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1 not .. re+--tert"l!f+ft,. which may be steered by "'"eeh,. skis,. or 

2 runners,. and which is not otherwise t"e9Ts~ered ~~ or 

3 licensed under the laws of the state of Montana. 

4 tetL21 •Owner" shall include every person as d~fined 

5 herein, other than a 1 i en holder or other person hav"i ng a 

6 securtty interest only, holding t"eeord-~~e a_~~~ 

1 2f_gwnership to a snowmobile, and entitled to the use or 

8 possession thereof. 

9 tdtl.ll •operator" shall include every person who 

10 operates or is in actual ph"ysrcal control of the operation 

11 of a snowmobi ]e. 

12 tet..l2.l. •Roadway• ·shall include only those portions of 

13 any highway, road~ or street i~roved, designed, or 

14 ordinarily used for travel or parking of .ator vehicles. 

15 t~~ · •co .. ission• aeans the fish and ga.e co••ission 

16 of the state of Montana. 

l7 t~tLil "dbA• means sound pressure level -..asured on 

18 the •A• weight scale in decibels. 

19 t"fLal •New snowmobile" aeans any snow~obile that has 

20 not been previously sold to an •owner• as defined in 

21 subsection tetLli•• 

22 Section z. Section 53-1013, R.c.M. 1947o is amendad to 

23 read as follows: 

24 "53-1013. Certificate of ownership. (1) No snowmobile 

25 ~he++ max be operated upon any public or ~rivate 13nds, 
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t~ails~ easements, lakes, rivers. streams~ roadways or 

shoulders of roadways, streets or highways, unless ~~ ~ 

k~tjfjcate Qf__~~ has first been ~~g+~~ered-w+~ft 

gbtajned from the registrar of motor vehicles in accordance 

with the laws of this state. 

(?) Before such r~g~s~8~ft certificate may be 

eeee.p+Tsbed obtained, the owner of a snowmobile shall make 

application for a certificate of ownership with the county 

treasurer of the county in which the owner resides, upon 

forms to be furnished for this purpose, eftd-~o-~ow+6e-~ 

s~e6e+l'y whkb 'ShaH r~ the following information: 

Neee ~ of owner, residence by town and county, businass 

or home ~il address, name and address of lien holder, 

a•ount due_ under contract or 1 i en, ·na~~e and address of 

manufacturer, ~odel nu•ber or na•e• serial number, and name 

and address of dealer or other person from whom acquired. 

The application shall be signed by at least one ownery or by 

a properly authorized officer or representative of the 

owner. 

(3) If a ~!LLk~of ownership for a snowmobile has 

previously ueen reg~~~~~dy Q~Q under the ~rovisions of 

this acto the application for r~+s~re~~Oft 2_De~£gctificate 

g~~ ~ust be accompanied by the immediately previous 

reg~s~ra~~l!lft-reee~p~.,. ~fjcate of owners~ or by an 

affidavit upon a prescribed form, stating under oath that 
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the vehicle had not been operated during the immediately 

previous yeart~ prov+e~d.,.-how·~.,..,,..,.-~fte~-i:l'l~s-p"r"greph I~ 

subsection shall not be applicable to snowmobiles that are 

purchased as new and unused machines or tnat were operated 

when the provisIons of tl>i s act were not in force and 

effect. 

(41 Upon completion of the application o~-reg+s~ret+oft 

for a cert:iliQf& of owneubllh in quint:uJ>l icateo on forms 

furnished by the registrar of motor vehicles. the county 

treasurer shall issue to the applicant two copies of the 

app 1 i cat I on ..,rlteil- •o>Me r • s-e~-r~+-F+ea~e--f'--r~<J-i'"'re~~-· .._ 

one of which shall be marked •tile copyy•.._ and forward one 

copy and the orlgi'niil application to the registrar of motor 

vehicl-es, who shall cause to be entered the information 

contained in the application upon the corresponding records 

of his offlcey and shall furnish tbe applicant a certificate 

of ownership, which shall contain the information found on 

the reg-isi:ret.;.~.,. appliCat:ian. §ftd-~e Ihe owKer shall, at 

all timeso retain possession of the certificate of 

ownersh i P• except when the ·same is being transmitted to and 

from the registrar of motor vehicles for endorsement or 

can cell at ion. 

(5) Upon application for eft-Owft~r"£s a certificate of 

re9+s~r~~+~ ~~; a fee of twe-do~~rs-f~ ~ shall 

be paid to the county treasurer, one-half ~f~ of which fee 
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shall be forwarded by the county treasurer to t~e registrar 

of motor vehicles. 

(6) Before a ~~+~trot+o~ ~~aiY decal 1nay be-

applied for pursuant to the laws of this state, the owner 

aust present the o-ne~£~ certificate of ownershipy or copy 

of completed application therefory as a prerequisite to 

completing the application for the ~e~+~trftt+o~ ~ax=2aLd 

decal.• 

Section 3. Section 53-1014, R.C.M. 1947, is amend2d to 

read as follows: 

•53-1014. Transfer of t+t+e-~ interest. ( 1) Upon a 

transfer of any t~e ~tLfi~f owne(shjp or interest 

of an owner or-owne~ in or to a snowmobile, ~eg+~e~ 

L?COrded under the provisions of this act as hereinbefore 

required, the person or persons whose t+t+e-or interest is 

to be transferred shall write their signatures with pen and 

ink upon the certificate of ownership issued for such 

vehicley in the appropriate space provided upon the reverse 

side of such certificate, and such signature shall be 

acknowledged before a notary public. 

(2) Within te~--f1ut days· thereafter, the transferee 

shall forward both the certificate of ownership so endorsedL 

~l"'d-+'""'---eert-+~1--ee~~--of--re;-i--'Str-et+~l"''.,.- together with the 

information required under this act, to the registrar, who 

shall file the same upon receipt thereofL and no certificate 
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of ownership o~d-ee~t+f+este-o~-~eg+st~st+O" shall be issued 

by the registrar of motor vehicles until the outstanding 

certificates are surrendered to that office or their loss 

established to his reasonable satisfaction. The registrar of 

motor vehicles shall collect a fee of t.o-~o~~~-~t~ ~ 

for each application for transfer of ownership. 

(3) The provisions of ~amd+w+~To~ subsec~jgn (2) of 

this section, requiring a transferee to forward the 

certificate of ownership after endorsement ftftd--~ 

eeH.*f-t-~e-of"'-~f-ftrtrt+en to the ..-egist..-aro shall · not· 

apply in the event of the transfer of a snowmobile to a dH+y 

licensed snowmobile dealer intending to resell such vehicle 

and who operates the sa•e only for demonstration purposes, 

but every such dealer shall upon transferrinl such interest 

deliver such certificate of ownership 

~eg+'st-~oHOI( .with an application for 

certj Ucat:e 'gf owne..-shj p- executed by 

~ftd--eer~+eate--of. 

reg+~rat:+on iLWl.lll 

the new owner in 

accordance with the provisions of this act, and the 

registrar upon receipt of ~e+d ~certificate of ownershipy 

eert+~f-eote-o~-~+~trot+an and application for reg+~~~ftt~on 

a new 'c¢rfifjcate of own2r$biP• together with the 

conditional sales contract or other lien, if anyt shall 

issue a new certificate of owne..-shio ~ne--~ert+~+eete--of 

~~+st~et+on together with a statement of any conditional 

sales contract. mortgage, or other lien.• 
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Section 4. Section 53-1015, R.C.M. l947o is amended to 

read as follows: 

"53-1015. Lost or mutrlated certificates. In the evant 

any certificate of reg~tret~on-cr ownership ~he~l--be i~ 

lost, •utilated£ or become illegible, the persons to whom 

the-seme-s~+-hOYe-beeft jt was issued shall imAedi~tely 

•ake application for and •ay obtain a duplicate thereof, 

upon pay.ent of a fee of one~~e~tSit·• 

Section 5. Section 53-1016, R.C.M. 1947o is a~ndad to 

read as follows: 

•53-1016. Exemptions. 11) The provisions of this act, 

with respect to reg+~~*on--Oftd certification of t*t+e 

gwnershjpo shall not apply to snowmobiles owned or used by 

the Unit~d States or another state or any agency ·or 

political subdivision thereof'o 1W any snow.abne re<]+'!tte"ed 

recorded in a country other than the United States and to be 

te~porarily used within this state for a period of not more 

than th+rty-t30t dayso or any snow.abile reg*~tered recorded 

in another state of the United Statesy but to be temporarily 

used within this state for not more than th+rty-t30t days. 

Snowmobiles owned by the stata of Hontanay or any a,ency or 

political subdivision thereofy shall be exempt only fro• the 

payment of feesy but shall otherwise comply with all the 

requirements of this act. 

(2) No political subdivisions of this state shall have 
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authority to prescribe further licensing or registration of 

snowmobiles and no political subdivision shall levy fees or 

charges for use or operation of snowmobiles within the 

subdivision.• 

Section 6. Section· 53-1017o R.C.M. 1·947, is a•ended to 

read as follows: 

•53-1017. Report of stolen and recovered snowwobiles. 

+t-~he~+-&e-the~daty-o+-~fte Ibe sherif~ of every county of 

the state and of the chief of police or comMissioner of 

pol ice of every city i:e :ih<lll.' 11ake i11aedi ate report to the 

registrar of motor vehicles of all snowaobiles reported to 

him as stolen or recovered, upon forms provided for by the 

registrar of motor vehicles. Failure on the part of any 

officer shall be de~- t&Wi.idttt.lu1 to be misfeasance in 

office and shall constitute grounds for removal. Upon 

receipt of such inforllationt the registrar of motor vehicles 

shall file the same in an index to be known as the •stolen 

and recovered snowMObi J e i ndex .. • ... ft""'st.et<T--·e+sO-toe-the-dttioy 

ef-the Iba. registrar of 110tor vehicles to ·.5ball;file reports 

of stolen and recovered snowmobiles reported to him from 

other states. The registrar of motor vehicles shall prapare 

once a aonth a list of all snow•obiles stolen or recovered 

during the previous month and forward a CO!:ly of th2 sam•' to 

every sheriffT and all police departments in cities of the 

firsto second£ and third class. Such list shall also be 
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forwarded to the secretary of stat~ or other proper 

offlci~lT in each state of the United states. Before a 

certificate of ~~~~ ~~nlu• as heretofore provided, 

shall be Issued under this acto the motor and serial number 

on the ..,i:<W--Iehi-e't-e-~e-be-,.eg+fl:ered snoWJIQbile fdr~b 

such cgrtjficat.J: js to be~ shall be checked against 

the •stolen and ~ecovered snowmobile index·•~· 

Section 7. Section 53-1024, R.C.M. 1947o is aeended to 

read as follows:-

•53-1024· Tax on snow•oblles -- definitions. As used 

in this acto the following ter•s shall nave the ~eanings 

indicated herein, unless the context otherwise clearly 

requires that another meaning be~ intended: 

e•Lll •Person• includes an individual, partnership, 

association, corporation, and any other body or group of 

persons, whether Incorporated or not, and regardless of the 

degree of formal organization. 

h•LZl •snowmobile• includes any self-propelled vehicle 

designed primarily for travel on snow or ice o.---n8tu.-ft~ 

te,.,.et" which may be steered by whe~y skiST or runnersT 

and which is not otherwise ,.eg+~te.-ed recorded or licensed 

under the laws of the state of ~ontana. 

e•t1l "Owner• shall include every person as defined 

herein, other than a lien holder or other person having a 

security interest only, holding ,.eee.-d-~tt+e a_~~~ 
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of ownership to a snowmobile and entitled to the use or 

possession thereof." 

Section a. Section 53-1025, R.c.M. 1947, is amended to 

read as follows: 

•s3-1025. Display of tax-paid decals on snowmobiles 

requi~ed --application and issuance. Ia) No snowmobile 

shall be operated by any person in ~he state of Montana 

unless there is displayed in a conspicuous place thereon a 

decal as visual proof that Montana personal property taxes 

have been paid thereon for the current year. Application for 

the issuance of such tax-paid decal shall be aade to the 

county treasurer upon forms to be furnished 

purpose. which may be obtained from the registrar 

for this 

of motor 

vehicles or at the county assessor's office in the county 

wherein the owner resides., and +~-'-te .5.ba11· .provide f'.,.­

substantially the following information: name of owner, 

address, ,.~+~trM+e" cert i fj cate ·of <h!nersb; iJ nuamer, name 

of manufacturer, model number, make, horsepower, year of 

manufacture, statement evidencing assessment• payment of 

property tax. and such other information as the registrar of 

motor vehicles may require .• Said application shall be signed 

by the county treasurer and t~ansmitted by him to the 

re~istrar of motor vehicles accompanied by a fee of ~we 

do~~e,.~~tS2t. All moneys collected fro• payment of such fees 

shall be turned over to the state treasurer and placed by 

-10-
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him in the earmark~d revenue fund to the credit of the state 

fish and game commission, with on~-do~~er--tllt d~signated 

for use in enforcing the purposes of this act and one-do~+e~ 

tS1t designated for use in developing snowmobile facilities. 

Upon receipt of the application in approved form the 

6 registrar of motor vehicles or county treasurer shall issu~ 

1 to the applicant a decal in the style and design prescribed 

8 by the registrar of motor vehicles and of a different color 

9 than the-preceding yearo numbered numerically. 

10 (b) Before filing the application with tne county 

11 treasurer, the applicant shall submit the same to the county 

12 assessor of the county and the county assessor shall enter 

13 on the application in a place provided for that purposeT the 

14 full and true and assessed valuation of the ·snowmobile for 

15 the year for which the application is made. 

16 (c) The applicant shall pay the county treasurer the 

17 application fee and shall also pay the personal property 

18 taxes assessed against the snowmobile for the current year 

19 before the application for reg~~rot+en-or-r&rag+stret+on a 

20 ~ax-paid decal may be accepted by the county treasurer.• 

21 Section 9. Section ~3-1025.1, R.c.M. 1947, is amended 

22 to read as follows: 

23 "53-1025.1. Duplicate reg+strot+on--reee~pt-or decal. 

24 In the event any reg+stret+on--reee+pt--or ~~ · decal 

25 sl>o+·+--M i:; lost, mutilated~ or beeome illegible, the 
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persons to whom the same she++-l>eve-been ~ issueo shall 

immediately make application for and may obtain a duplicate 

thereof, upon payment of a fee of ene--de~+er--fSlt to the 

county treasurer.• 

-End-
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STATE OF MONTANA 
REQUEST NO. 78- 77 

FISCAL NOTE 

Form BD·15....,1 

In compliance with a written request re~aived January 14, , 19 J]__ , there is hereby submitted a Fiscal Note 

for House Bill 158 pursuant to Chapter 53, Laws of Montana, 1965 · Thirtv·N!nth Legislative Assembly, 

Background information used in developing this Fiscal Note is available from the Office of Budget and Program Planning, to members 

of the Legislature upon request. 

DESCRIPTION OF ·PROPOSED LEGISLATION: 

An act to clarify the law relating to registration of snowmobiles; providing a $3 recording fee; deleting annual registration 
requirements other than obtaining an annual tax-paid decal; amending the definition of "snowmobile" to exclude all· 
terrain vehicles; amending other sections. 

ASSUMPTIONS: 

1. The annual registration fee of $2 is no longer required. 
2. % of the fees collected on each application for transfer of ownership and original application will be retained by 

the county and % forwarded to the Registrar of Motor Vehicles. 
3. 2,500 registered snowmobiles will be resold each year. 

2,500 new snowmobiles will be sold each year. 

FISCAL IMPACT: 

Fees received under current law 
Fees to be received under proposed law 

Decrease in fees 

LOCAL IMPACT: 

FY 78 

$17,740 
7,500 

~10.240 

Local government would recognize a decrease in fee collections of $10,240 per year. 

FY 79 TOTAL 

$17,740 $35,480 
7,500 15,000 

~10.240 $20.480 

...,I 

,2.:.f..., . .j, L . .g_~ r 
BUDGET Dl RECTOR 

Office of Budget and Program Planning 

Date: 1 .. 19-- 71 , 
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Approved by Committee 
on Highways & Transportation 

tl BIll NO. .LSL .J • 
tJ~Y~-~ INTRODUCED BY y 

A Blll FOR AN ACT ENTITLED: •AN ACT TO CLARIFY THE LAW 

RELATING TO REGISTRATION OF SNOWMOBILES; PROVIDING A $3 

RECORDING FEE; DELETING ANNUAL REGISTRATION REQUIREMENTS 

OTHER THAN OBTAINING AN ANNUAL TAX-PAID DECAL; AMENDING THE 

DEFINITION OF "SNOWMOBILE• TO EXCLUDE ALL-TERRAIN VEHICLES; 

AMENDING SECTIONS 53-l012t 53-10139 53-101%9 53-10159 

53-lOlbo 53-1017, 53-1024o 53-1025, AND 53-1025.1, R.C.Mo 

19%7.• 

BE IT ENACTED BY THE LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF MONTANA: 

Section 1. Section 53-1012t RoCoMo 1947, is amended to 

read as follows: 

•53-1012. Oefinltion of terms. As used in this acto 

the following terms shall have the meanings indicatej 

herein, unless the context otherwise clearly requires that 

another meaning ~~ ~ intended: 

totjlj •Person" includes an individual, partnership, 

association. corporation, and any other body or group of 

persons, whether· incorporated or not, and regard] ess of th~ 

degree of formal organization. 

tbtL'l •snowmobile• includes any se1 f-propall ed 

vehicle designed primarily for travel on snow or ice or 
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ne~u~o+--~erre+ny which may be steered by whe~~Y skisy or 

runnersy and which is not otherwise reg+~~er~d L~~ or 

licensed under the laws of the state of Montana. 

tetLJi "Owner" shall include every person as defined 

herein, other than a 1 ien holder or other person having a 

security interest only, holding reeo~<f-i>~ a Certificate 

of gwner§hjp to a snowmobile, and entitled to the use or 

possession thereof. 

fdt~ •operator• shall incJude every person who 

operates or is in actual physical control of the operation 

of a snowmobile. 

tetL21 "Roadway• shall include only those portions of 

any highway, road~ :or street i~roved, designed, or 

ordinarily used for travel or parking of .ator vehicles. 

tff~ •co-ission• means the ·fish and ga•e commission 

of the state of Montana. 

t9tLLl "dbA• means sound pressure level measur~d on 

the •A• weight scale in decibels. 

tht~ •New snowmobile" means any snowmobile that has 

not been previously sold to an •owner• as defined in 

subsection tetLli•• 

Section 2. Section 53-1013, R.C.Mo 1947• is amended to 

read as follows: 

"53-1013. Certificate of ownership. {1l No snowmobile 

~he++~ be operated upon any public or private lands, 

-2- ///}/57 
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trails, easements. lakes, rivers. strea•s• roadways or 

shoulders of roadways. streets or highways. unless ~~ ~ 

certificate ~nershjp has first been ~eg+s~ered-~h 

gbt.ai ned fro• the ·regl strar of .at or ,.hi cl es in accordance 

with the laws of this state. 

(2) Before such Peg~~~eft certificate may be 

eee~+shed obtajnedo the owner of a snowmobile shall m~k~ 

application for a certifieate of o~~rship with the county 

treasurer of the county in which the owner resides. upon 

forms to be furnished for this purpose, eftd-te-pro.~e-~ 

~ab~eft~e++y whicb ·shall r~ the following information: 

Name ~ of owner, residence by town and county• business 

or home .ail address. na.e and address of lien holder, 

a-aunt due under contract or lien. na•e and address of 

•anufacturer, .odel number or na~. serial number. and na.e 

and address of dealer or other person fro• whom acquired. 

The application shall be signed by at least one ownery or by 

a properly authorized officer or representative of the 

owne-r. 

(31 If a certificate of awnec:;hip far a snow.,obile has 

previously been ~is~er•-'• g,bt.sined ...,der the provisions of 

this act, the applic4tlon for r~i~P~ a new certificate 

of owner:;hjp ... st be accoapanied by the ;.....,diately previous 

P~~S~fi!~~ort-t"t!ceioptiy cect if j c ate of pwnersh I p or by an 

affidavit upon a prescribed form, stating under oath that 
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the vehicle had not been operated during the immediately 

previous year"t£ pro•+de<k-howe.,.,~y-~he't'~h+s-pe,.egreph Ihlli 

:;ub:;ectjon shall not be applicable to snowmobiles that are 

purchased as new and unused machines or that were operated 

when the provisions of this act were not in force and 

effect. 

(41 Upon completion of the applic3tion e+-reg+~~ ..... ~+eft 

for a certifjcat@ of gwnar:;hlp, in quintuplicate, on forms 

furnished by the registrar of aotor vehicles. the county 

treasurer shall issue to the applicant two copies of toe 

app 1 i cation -•~tett-me~~-een+.-~e~e--e+--,.eg+5~,.et.+<tfty• .1. 

one of which shall be marked •tile copyy•.~- and forward one 

copy and the origjnal application to the registrar of motor 

vehicleso who shall cause to be entered the information 

contained in the application upon the corresponding records 

of his office~ and shall furnish the applicant a certificat~ 

of ownership• which shall contain the information found on 

the ~~~Pe~+t!lfty aQpljcatjgn. end-~he !he owner shall, at 

all times, retain possession of the certificate of 

ownership, except when the saee is being transmitted to and 

fro• the registrar of motor vehicl.es for endorsement or 

cancellation. 

(5) Upon application for eft-owne~s a certificate of 

Peg~t.re~~ ~~· a fee of t.wo-do~~e~~-t~t ~ shall 

be paid to the county treasurer, one-half f*r~t of which fee 

-4-



2 

3 

" 
5 

b 

7 

8 

9 

10 

ll 

12 

13 

14 

15 

1b 

17 

18 

19 

20 

21 

22 

23 

24 

25 

' 

LC 0297/01 

shall be forwarded by the county treasurer to the registrar 

of motor vehicles. 

(b) Before a ~eg~~rs~+o~ ~~ai4 decal may be 

applied for pursuant to the laws of this state, the owner 

must present the own~~ certificate of ownershipy or copy 

of co•pleted application thereforT as a prerequisite to 

completing the application for the ~e~~~~+on ~~aLd 

decal.• 

Section 3. Section 53-1014• R.c.M. l9it7o is amended to 

read as follows: 

•53-1014. Transfer of ~·~~e-~ interest. (1) Upon a 

transfer of any t~ ~tjfjcate of ownership or interest 

of an owner er ewner in or to a snow•obile, ~eg~~ered 

recprdea under the provisions of this act as hereinbefore 

required, the person or persons whose ~+t+e-cr interest is 

to be transferred shall write their signatures with pen and 

ink upon- the certificate of ownership issued for such 

vehicley in the appropriate space provided upon the reverse 

side of such certificate, and such sign·ature shall be 

acknowledged before a notary publ ic. 

(21 Within ten---(lut days thereafter, the t.ransferee 

shall forward b~ft the certificate of ownership so endorsedL 

ftftd-t"e--e-t*++eete--ef'---~eg+~·rat+efty together with the 

information required under this act, to the registrar, who 

shall file the same upon receipt thereofL and no certificate 
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of ownership ftftd'-ee,.t++T"eMe-e+-~eg+~t .. at:+.,.. shall be issued 

by the registrar of motor vehicles until the outstanding 

certificates are surrendered to that office or their loss 

established to his reasonable satisfaction. The registrar of 

motor vehicles shall collect a fee of two--do++s.-~-~~ ~ 

for each application for transfer of ownership. 

(3) The provisions of (2) of 

this section, requiring a transferee to forward the 

certificate of ownership 

ee~~ee~e~+S't~at+oft 

after 

to the 

endorseaent 

registrar, 

ltftd--tfte 

shall not 

apply in the event of the transfer of a snowmobile to ad~ 

1 icensed snowmobile dealer intending to rese1·1 such vehicle 

and who operates the sa•e only for de110nstration purposes, 

but every such dealer shall upon transferring such interest 

deliver such certificate of ownership a...t--ee.-t+++c~-e+ 

~eg~t"f'et:+.,.. with· an app 1 i cation 

certificate of ownership executed 

for .-eg+~ret+eft ~ 

by the new owner in 

accordance with the provisions of this act, and the 

registrar upon receipt of ~a+e the certificate of ownershipy 

ee~t:+++eate-e+-..eg+~t:rat-i-eft and 'app 1 i cation for reg~t!t"ftt:+ctr 

a new certjfjcate pf ownerShiP• together with the 

cond it i ona1 sa1 es contract or other lien, if any, shall 

issue a ne~ certificate of ownership aftd--eert+++ea~-e+ 

reg+~tret+c" together with a statement of any conditional 

sales contract, mortgage, or other lien." 
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Section 4. Section 53-1015• R.C.Ho 1947• is amended to 

read as follows: 

•53-101~. Lost or mutilated certificates. In the event 

any certificate of re~~~~~+en~ ownership ~he++--be ~ 

losto mutilated~ or become illegible• the persons to whom 

~he-~eee-she++-hewe-been jt wa~ issued shall im•ediately 

make application for and may obtain a duplicate thereof. 

upon pay.ent of a fee of ofte-do+~r-tSlt.• 

Section 5. Section 53-1016, R.c.H. l947o is amended to 

read as follows: 

•53-1016. Exeaptions. (1) The provisions of this acto 

with respect to re~,_~+en--and certification of ~~e 

gwnersbig, shall not apply to snowmobiles owned or used by 

the United States or another state or any agency or 

political subdivision thereof• or any snowmobile r~~ered 

recgrded in a country other than the United States and to be 

temporarily used within this state for a period of not more 

than ~h+r~y-t30t days, or any snowmobile r~+~~ed Lecgrded 

in another state of the United StatesT but to be temporarily 

used within this state for not more than ~"+r~y-t30t days. 

Snow~biles owned by the state of HontanaT or any a]ency or 

political subdivision thereofT shall be exempt only from the 

payment of feesT but shall otherwise comply with all the 

requirements of this 'act. 1 

(2) No political subdivisions of this state shall have 
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authority to prescribe further licensing or registration of 

snowmobiles and no political subdivision shall levy fees or 

charges for use or operation of snowmobiles within the 

subdi-vision." 

Section 6. Section 53-1017o R.c.H. 1947o is amended to 

read as follows: 

"53-1017• Report of stolen ana recovered snowmobiles. 

+t-~~&+•-ee-~he-daty-o~-the Ib£ sheriff of every county of 

the state and of the chief of police or commissioner of 

police of every city to~ make immediate report to the 

registrar of motor vehicles of all snowmobiles reported to 

hi• as stolen or recovered• upon forms provided for by the 

registrar of motor vehicles. Failure on the part of any 

officer shall be deemed ~nsjdttred to be misfeasance in 

office and shall constitute grounds for re•oval. Upon 

receipt of ~uch information, the registrar of motor vehicles 

shall file the same in an index to be known as the "stolen 

and recovered snowmobile index••& ft-~ha•+-s~o-be-the-6~ty 

o~-t~ Ib& registrar of motor vehicles te ~file reports 

of stolen and recovered snowmobiles reported to him from 

other states. The registrar of motor vehicles shall prepare 

once a month a list of all snowmobiles stolen or recovered 

during the prev; ou s month and forward a co~y of th<> sa"''' to 

every sheriffT and all police departments in cities of the 

first, second~ and third class. Such list shall also be 

-8-



2 

3 

4 

5 

6 

1 

s 

9 

10 

11 

12 

13 

14 

15 

16 

17 

18 

19 

20 

Zl 

22 

23 

24 

25 

LC 0297/01 

forwarded to the secretary of statey or other proper 

officialy in each state of the United States. Before a 

certificate of ~+tf~ ~~~· as heretofore provided, 

shall be issued under this act, the motor and serial number 

on the mo~e~-yeft+e+e-~e-b~~eg+s~e~eft snowwgbjle -LQL~~ 

~~ certificate js to be jssyed shall be checked against 

the "stolen and recovered snowmobile indexww~• 

Section 7. Section 53-1024• R.C.H. 1947, is amended to 

read as follows: 

"53-1024. Tax on snowmobiles -- definitions. As used 

in this act, the following terms shall have the meanings 

indicated herein, unless the context otherwise clearly 

requires that another meaning be~ intended: 

e•Lll •Person• includes an individual, p~rtnershiP• 

association, corporation, and any other body or group of 

persons, whether Incorporated or notr and regardless of the 

degree of formal organization. 

bwiZl "Snowmobile• includes any self-propelled ~enicle 

designed primarily for travel on snow or ice ~--netu~et 

te~~e+ft which may be steered by whee+sy skisy or runnarsy 

and which is not otherwise ~eg+ste~d ~4 or 1 ic~nsed 

under the laws of the state of Montana. 

e~Lll •Owner• shall include every person as defined 

herein, other than a 1 len holder or other )erson having a 

security interest only, holding ~eee~d-t+t+e ~l!lkatA 
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of ownership to a snowmobile and entitled to the use or 

possession thereof." 

Section a. Section 53-1025, R.c.H. 1947, is amended to 

read as follows: 

"53-10Z5o Display 

requi~ed --application 

shall be operated by 

of 

and 

any 

tax-paid decals on snowmobiles 

issuance. (a) No snowmobile 

person in the state of Montana 

unless there is displayed in a conspicuous place thereon a 

decal as visual proof that Montana personal property taxes 

have been paid thereon for the current year. Application for 

the issuance of such tax-paid decal shall be ~aae to the 

county treasurer upon forms to be furnished 

purpose, which ~ay be obtained from the registrar 

for this 

of 110tor 

vehicles or at the county assessor•s office in the county 

wherein the owner resides, and ~s--~e ~ provide ~ 

substantially the ~ollowing information: name of owner, 

address 9 r~+~~re~~Oft certificate of ownershjg number, name 

of manufacturer, model number, make, horsepowero year of 

manufacture, statement evidencing assessment, payment of 

property tax, and such other information as the registrar of 

motor vehicles may require. Said ap)lication shall be signed 

by the county treasurer and transmitted by him to the 

registrar of motor ~ehicles accompanied by a fee of twe 

do+Te~~-tS2t• All moneys collected from payment of such fe~s 

shall be turned o~er to the state treasur2r and placed by 
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him in the earmarked revenue fund to the credit of th~ state 

fish and game co•mi ss ion, with -e--de+'Hir--tS1t designated 

for use in enforcing the purposes of this act and on~-d~++e~ 

tS1t designated for use in developing snowmobile facilities. 

Upon receipt of the application in approved form the 

6 registrar of motor vehicles or county treasurer shall issue 

7 to the applicant a decal in the style and design prescribed 

8 by the registrar of motor vehicle9 and of a different color 

9 than the preceding year, numbered numerically. 

10 (b) Before filing the application with the county 

11 treasurer, the applicant shall submit the same to the county 

12 assessor of the county and the county assessor shall enter 

13 on the application in a place provided for that purposey the 

14 full and true and assessed valuation of the snowmobile for 

15 the year for which the application is made. 

16 (c) The app1 i cant shall "pay the county treasurer the 

17 application fee and shall also pay the personal pro?erty 

1B taxes assessed against the snowmooile for the current year 

19 before the application for reg+stret+en-~-r~~9~stret~ ~ 

20 tax-pajd decal may be accepted by the county treasurer.n 

21 Section 9. Section 53-1025.1, R.c.M. 1947, is amended 

22 to read as follows: 

23 •s3-1025olo Duplicate r~~+st~etfeft--r~e~+~t-er decal. 

24 In the event any r~9+stret+on--r~ee~pt--er ~La decal 

25 s~e++--be ~ lost, mutilated~ or b~eme illegible, the 
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persons to whom the same she++-ho•~-be~ -~ issued shall 

immediately make application for and may obtain a duplicate 

thereof, upon payment of a fee of o"~--do++er--tS1t to the 

county treasu~er.• 

-End-

-12-



45th Legislature LC 0297/01 

2 

3 

4 

5 

6 

7 

B 

9 

10 

11 

12 

13 

14 

15 

16 

17 

1<> 

19 

20 

21 

22 

23 

24 

25 

INTROOUCEO BY t;;~"~ 
A BILL FOR AN ACT ENTITLED: •AN ACT TO CLARIFY THE LAW 

RELATING T~ REGISTRATION OF SNOWMOBILES; PROVIDING A S3 

RECORDING FEE; DELETING ANNUAl REGISTRATION REQUIREMENTS 

OTHER THAN OBTAINING AN ANNUAL TAX-PAID DECAL; AMENDING T.HE 

DEFINITION OF "SNOWMOBILE" TO EXCLUDE AlL-TERRAIN VEHICLES; 

AMENDING SECTIONS 53-1012, 53-10 13o 53-10149 53-10 15o 

53-1016, 53-1017, 53-1024o 53-1025, AND 53-1025·1• R.C.M. 

1947." 

BE IT ENACTED BY THE LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF MONTANA: 

Section 1. Section 53-1012, R.c.M. 1947, is amended to 

read as follows: 

"53-1012. Definition of terss. As used in this act, 

the following terms shall have the meanings indicatej 

herein, unless the context otherwise clearly re~uires that 

another meaning ~e ~ intended: 

tot~ "Person" includes an individual, partnership• 

association, corporation, and any other body or group of 

persons, whether incorpor3ted or not, and regardless of the 

degree of formal organization. 

thttzl "Snowmobile" includes any sel f-propall ed 

vehicle designed primarily for travel on snow or ice o~ 
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neeu~e~--t~~e+ny which may be steered by wheeTSY skisy or 

runnersT and which is not otherwise reg+se~ed L~~ or 

1 icensed under the laws of the state of Montana. 

tetL21 "Owner" shall include every person as defined 

herein, other than a lien holder or other person having a 

security interest only, holding ~eo~d-t~e a certjfjc~ 

and entitled to the use or 

possession thereof. 

tdt~ •operator• shall include every person who 

operates or is in actual physical control of the operation 

of a snowmobile. 

tt!t.f..ll •Roadway• shall include only those portions of 

any highway. road~ .or street improved, designed, or 

ordinarily used for travel or parking of actor vehicles. 

t~-t·.uu •co-ission• means the fish and ga•e c0111111isslon 

of the state of Montana. 

t~tL1l "dbA" means sound pressure level measured on 

the "A" weight scale in decibels. 

ttlt'lJO.- •New snow1110bi le" llleans any snowmobile that has 

not been p~eviously sold to an •owner• as defined in 

subsection tet~·" 

Section 2. Section 53-1013• R.C.M. 1947o is amend?d to 

read as follows: 

"53-1013. Certificate of ownership. [l) No snowmobile 

sheT+ ma¥ be operated upon any public or private l~nos. 

-2- ///J/5Y 
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trait~· ~e!llo!!ntf;• t oilka.s. r.i t~ers. stra.lllli• .r.oad.w.;!ys or 

s~lsers of r~iildways~ streets or highways. unless +~ a 

certj{j~a$# gf QWiershi» flo$ t.i.rst b- ..-.eg~---e~ 

~-·~~ ~ ~ r~gjsts~r of .otor webJcles in accordance 

w.i '**' ttoe l iilWS of t hi 6 st..crte .. 

(2) Bel'ore such ... eg.,.•et-&C1tea cwt i fj c.;;te ntay u~ 

aeeoepi-.~ ~itA~ tbe owner en a snow110b i le shall make 

appl icatiQA for a .cer-tificate .of ownership with the county 

treasurer Bf the county in whl~h the ewner resides, upon 

forms to be of.urni shed for this purpose~ aml~-hte-ofeto 

~~b•~an~ie+ly whj,b'sba11 r~ the following information: 

~ae ~ 4f owner, residence by town and county, business 

or home aaiJ address, name and address of lien holder, 

a.ount due under contract or lien, name and address of 

manufacturer, &a6el nu.ber or name~ serial nuaber, and name 

and address of dealer or other person from wh0111 acquired. 

The application shall be signed by at least one ownery or by 

a properly authorized officer or representative of the 

owner. 

(31 If a cectifjcate of ownership for a snow~obile has 

previously ueen ~eg+s~eredy obtajned under the provisions of 

this act. the application for ~~+s~~e~&n a new certificate 

of ownershjp must be acCOIJIP<Uli·ed b.y tbe i-ediately previous 

·~~......,...__.,_Hpbr &Ulifls;lll&_gf gwn..,..sbjp or by an 

affidavit upon il presc~ibed form, stating under oath that 
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the yehJ<le had not been operated duri.og the .i~~~~aediatet 'f 

p.r.evl OU5 year-t£ ;o•Olt+de87..-ftclw'&Ye~..,-'<l>fte~-4>h2-s~f18r89r~ I~ 

S.l4b!i:ill:ti90 shall not be applicable to sno-oblles that are 

purcbased as new and unused machines or tnat were operatea 

when the prov icS i oas of this act .. ere not in force and 

effect. 

(4) Upon completion of the application e+-r~g+s~rftt+~ft 

for a &ectifi<ate of owoersbiQo in quintuplicate, on forms 

furnished by the registrar of •otor vehicles, the county 

treasurer shall issue to the applicant two copies of the 

app 1 I cat I on -rlte4"--..-,...s..<eeooto+f'+eet:e--e+--H>.,.+*re~~ .._ 

one of "hich shall be marked •tile copyy•.._ and forward one 

copy and the orjgjnal application to the registrar of motor 

vehicles, who shall cause to be entered the information 

contained in the application upon the corresponding records 

of his officey and shall furnish the applicant a certificate 

of ownership, which shall contain the information found on 

the ~i>-l"fl~i-Offy agpl kat j wa .,d-tl\e ~ owner shall • at 

all times,. retain possession of the certificate of 

ownership, except when the same is being transmitted to and 

from the registrar of motor vehicles for endorsement or 

cancellation. 

(5) Upon application for ~ft-owner&~ g certificate of 

t"~gntre~forl ownershipi a fee of two-dothtr~-t•~t 1.l shall 

be paid to the county treasurer, one-half ~f~t of which fee 
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shall be forwarded by the county treasurer to the registrar 

of motor vehicles. 

(6) 3efore a ~~+~t~at+on ~~ai~ decal may be 

applied for pursuant to the laws of this state. the owner 

must present the e•n~&~ certificate of ownershipy or copy 

of completed application therefory as a prerequisit2 to 

completing the application for the ~e~~t~8t+en ~~~ 

decal." 

Section 3. Section 53-1014, R.C.M. 1947, is amend'd to 

read as follows: 

•53-1014. Transfer of t+t+e-~ interest. (1) Upon a 

transfer of any t+t+e s;._ertj f icate of ownership or interest 

of an o~ner or-cwner in or to a snowmobile, reg+~ererl 

L~~ under the provisions of this act as hereinbefore 

requIred, the person or persons whose t+t+e-o~ interest is 

to be transferred shall write their signatures with pen and 

ink upon. the certificate of ownership issued for such 

vehicleT in the appropriate space provided upon the reverse 

side of such certificate, and such signature shall be 

acknowledged before a notary public. 

(2) Within ten--f1Gt days thereaft0r• th" transferee 

shall forward bot" the certificate of ownership so endorsed1 

and-t"e--eert+~eate--e~--~eg+~~at+ony together with the 

information required under this act, to the registrar. who 

shall file the same upon receipt thereof1 and no certificate 
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of ownership eftd-ee~t+~+eete-e+-~e9+~t~et+en shall be issued 

by the registrar of motor vehicles until the outstanding 

certificates are surrendered to that office or their loss 

established to his reasonable satisfaction. The registrar of 

motor vehicles shall collect a fee of t.o--de+~e~~--~•rt 1l 

for each application for transfer of ownership. 

(3) The provisions of ~uhd+•+~+on subsgctjon (2) of 

this section, requiring a transferea to forward the 

certificate of ownership after endorsement e~d--~~ 

ee~t+++eet~e+-~9+~t~et+on to the registrar, shall not 

apply in the event of the transfer of a snowmobil~ to a ~~y 

licensed snowmobile dealer intending to resell such vehicle 

and who operates the sa•e only for de~onstration purposes, 

but every such dealer shall upon transferring such interest 

deliver such certificate of ownership e~d--e~~t+++eet~--of 

~e9~tret+on with an application 

~ertjfjcatg of ownership executed 

for 

by 

re9+~ret+oft ~ 

the new owner in 

accordance with the provisions of this act, and the 

registrar upon receipt of ~a+d the certificate of ownershipy 

ee~t+f+eete-e+-~e,+st~at+~n and application for ~~+~t~at+o" 

a new certificate of own~rsbjp~ together with the 

con1itional sales contract or other lien, if any, 5hal1 

issua a new certificate of ownership ~nd--eert++~ea~e--e~ 

r~~+~t~et+en together with a statement of any conditional 

sales contracty mortgage, o~ othe~ lien." 
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Section 4.. S€<:'tien 53-1015., R.c.~ l~'h is .....el>d•>d to 

r-1! aoo fo-1·1-:s: 

•s3-Ull5w L·Ofi<t. - lAtrt.H wt-ed cert<H·cat.es- In the event 

_.,. cer"tief·ic•t:e of • E§oetre't,._.._.. o-rship '!J'hftol+--t>e u 
l.ou,. eut<il..ate"-. or oe- i11egi bl~ the per~ons ·to wh­

'the~~+~~ ~ issued shall immedi .t~ly 

aake application for ana may obtain a duplicate thereof. 

upon payment of a fee of efte eet1er (S1t·• 

Section 5. Section 53-1016• R.c.~. 1947• is amended to 

read as follows: 

•53-1016• Exe•ptions. (1) The provisions of this act. 

with respect to reg+s'tret+~--eftd certification of t+t+e 

owngc5hip, shall not apply to snowmobiles owned or used by 

the United States or another state or any a~ency or 

political subdivision thereof• ~any snowmobile reg+~er~ 

recorded in a country other than the United States and to be 

temporarily used within this state for a period of not more 

than 'th+rty-f30t days. or any snowmobile reg+stered Lecorded 

in another state of the United Statesy but to be temporarily 

used within this state for not more than th+rty-t30t days. 

Snowmobiles owned by the ~tate of Hontanay or any a}ency or 

political subdivision thereofy shall be exe~pt only from the 

pay-ant of feesy but shall etnerwisa comply with all the 

reqw i ,..__nts of th i s act. 

(2) No pe1 i'tical suBdivisions of this state shall have 
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authority to prescribe further licensing or registration ot 

s-no..-iles and no pol'itical subdivi &ion shall levy fees or 

c~arges for use or operation of snowmobiles within the 

subdiY1ision.• 

Section 6. Section 53-1017• R.c.H. 1947, is amended to 

read zs follows: 

n53-1017. Report of stolen and recovered snowmobiles. 

+~-sl'ltt++-ee-~lte-1Ht~y-lri'-~lte IlH: sheriff of every county of 

the state and of the chief of police or commissioner of 

police of every city ~e ~make im•ediate report to the 

registrar of motor vehicles of all snow~biles reported to 

him as stolen or recovered, upon forms provided for by the 

registrar of motor vehicles. Failure on the part of any 

officer shall be deeBed ~~ to be misfeasance in 

office and shall constitute grounds for remov~l. Upon 

receipt of such information. the registrar of motor vehicles 

shall file the same in an inde~ to be known as the •stolen 

and recovered snowmobile index·•~ +'t-sl'le++-e+se-be-'tl'le-eaty 

ef-tlte Iba registrar of motor vehicles 'te ~ file reports 

of stolen and recovered snowmobiles reported to him from 

other states. The registrar of motor vehicles shall prepare 

once a month a 1 ist of all snowmobiles stolen or recovered 

during the previous month and forward a coJy of thz sam-' to 

every sheriffy and all police departments in cities of the 

first• second~ and third class. Such list shall also be 

-8-
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forwarded to the secretary of stat~ or other proper 

offlcialy in each state of the United States. Before a 

certificate of t~t+e ~~DiU• as heretofore provided, 

shall be Issued under this act, the motor and serial number 

on the .... t--...eh+ect·e-to-be-reg+stered JillQWIIIQb i \ e t!i.r._-nl.l;l:l 

~~1:1_ certificate js to be issued shall be checked against 

the •stolen and recovered snowmobile index••£• 

Section 7. Section 53-10.24, R.C.M. 1947• is amended to 

read as follows: 

•53-1024. Tax on snow•obiles -- definitions. As used 

in this actt the following ter•s shall have the meanings 

indicated herein, unless the context otherwise clearly 

requires that another .eaning be La intended: 

awLLl •Person• includes an indovidual, partnership, 

association, corporation, and any other body or group of 

persons, whether Incorporated or not, and regardless of the 

de~ree of formal organization. 

""121 "Snowmobi le• includes any self-propelled venicle 

designed pri•arily for travel on snow or ice or--neturft+ 

terrofft which may be steered by whe~T skisy or runnersy 

and which is not otherwise reg+stered recordeQ or licensed 

under the laws of the state of Montana. 

ewLll •owner• shall include every person as defined 

herein, other than a lien holder or other ?erson having a 

security interest only, holding r~eord-t~t+e a certjfic~ 
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of ownership to a snowmobile and entitled to the use or 

possession the~eot.• 

Section B. Section 53-10Z5, R.r..M. 1947o is amended to 

read as follows: 

M53-l025. Display of tax-paid decals on snowmobiles 

required-- application and issuance. (a) No snowmobile 

shall be operated by any person in the state of Montana 

unless the~e is disp·layed in a conspicuous place thereon a 

decal as visual proof that Montana personal property taxes 

have been paid thereon for the current year. Application for 

the issuance of such tax-paid decal shall be made to the 

county treasurer upon fonDs to be furnished for this 

purpose, which aay be obtained Froa the ·registrar of motor 

vehicles or at the county assessor•s office in ~he county 

wherein the owner resides, and ~~--to ~I provide ~ 

substantially the following information: na.a of owner, 

address, r~~~~,.e~~eft certificate of~~p number, name 

of manufacturer, model number, make, horsepowe~, year of 

manufacture, statement evidencing assessment, payment of 

property tax, and such other information as the registrar of 

motor vehicles may require. Said application shall be signed 

by the county treasurer and transmitted by him to the 

registrar of motor vehicles accompanied by a fee of ~wo 

do'l-'1-er .. -tszt. All moneys collected from payment of such fees 

shall be turned over to the state treasurer and placed by 
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him in the earmarked revenue fund to the credit of the state 

fish and game co••lssion, with one--eo•~r--f$1t designated 

for use in enforcing the purposes of this act and one-do~ 

fSlt designated for use in developing sno~bile facilities. 

Upon receipt of the applicatioR in aPProved form the 

b registrar of motor vehicles or county treasurer shall issua 

7 to the applicant a decal in the style and design prescrioed 

8 by the registrar of motor vehicles and of a different color 

9 than the preceding year, numbered numerically. 

10 (b) Before filing the application with the county 

11 treasurer, the applicant shall submit the sa•e to the county 

12 assessor of the county and the county assessor shall enter 

13 on the application in a place provided for that purposev the 

14 full and true and assessed valuation of the snowaobile for 

15 the year for which the application is made. 

1b {c) The applicant shall pay the county treasurer the 

17 application fee and shall also pay the personal property 

18 taxes assessed against the snowmooile for the current year 

19 before the application for reg~tro~on-or-rere9Tstrot+o" a 

20 tax-pajd decal may be accepted by the county treasurer.• 

21 Section 9. Section 53-1025.1, R.c.M. 1947, is amended 

22 to read as follows: 

23 •53-1025.1. Duplicate r~strot+Oft-~eee+pt-or decal. 

24 In the event any re~r~~n--reee+pt--er tax-pajd decal 

25 sh~~-be ~ lost. mutilated~ or becOMe illegible, the 
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persons to whom the same ~oii-hove-cee" ~ issued shall 

i...,ediately make application for and may ob.tain a duplicate 

thereof, upon pay•ent of a fee of -e--<to•iar--t$lt to t.he 

coun~y t~easurer.~ 

-En.d-
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