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INTRODUCED BY ~ ~ 

ON LARGER FAIRGROUNDS; 

1947.• 

"AN ACT 

COUNTY FAIR 

AMENDING SECTION 

LJF AN 

BOARDS FOR U:~ 
4-4-204, R.c.J-1~ 

BE IT ENACTED BY THE LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF HONTANA: 

Section 1• Section 4-4-204, R.C.M. 1947, is a.ended to 

read as follows: 

"4-4-Z04. Resort ~nd fairQround licenses. iLL It is 

the Intent and purpose of this section to encourage the 

growth of quality recreational res.ort facilities in 

undeveloped areas of the state and to provide for the 

orderly growth of existing recreational sites oy the 

establish-ant of resort areas within which retail liquor 

licens.es •ay be issued by the department under the terms and 

as more particularly prescribed below. Lt js als.o the int~ 

of thjs sectjgn_lQ_encpyraga the deyeloR••rrt gf trade tal~ 

~onvention~ _ _and _sim~Lac _business of ma ior ~aal 

fairground facjljtjes. In addition to the licenses as 

otherwise set forth in this acto the department ~ay issue 

resort retail liquor licenses in a resort area aL__a 

fairgroundr as pcgyided jn this sectign. 

J N T R 0 D U C E D B l L L 

LL1 For the purposes of this section, a resort area is 

2 defined as a recreational facility meeting the 

3 qualifications determined by the department as hereinafter 

4 provided. 

5 ill The department shall determine that the area for 

I> which licenses are to be issued is a resort area9 such 

7 determination to be made under and pursuant to rules and 

8 regulations to be first pro•ulgated on or before December 

9 31, 1975. In addition to the other require•ents of this 

10 code, a resort area for the purposes of qualification for 

11 the issuance of resort retail liquor license ~ust have a 

12 current actual valuation of ~esort or cecreational 

13 facilities, including land and i•provements thereon, of not 

14 less than ~y~-ha~~d~au~ftd-dc++e~~-tS500oOOOt• at least 

15 half of which valuation must be for a stru~ture or 

16 structures within the resort area, and •ust be under the 

17 sole ownership or control of one person or entity at the 

18 time of the filing of the resort araa plat referred to in 

19 the next p~a~~ap~ ~bse~tjon. The word control shall mean 

20 lands held under lease, option, or per•it. t!efore first 

21 adopting such rules and regulations in regard to resort 

22 liquor licenses, the departaent shall publish a notice of 

23 the hearing to be held on se+d ~rules and regulations in 

24 a regularly published newspaper in the cities of Billings, 

25 Bozeman. Butte• Great Fallst Helena, Miles City, Kalispell~ 
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and Missoula, Montana, ~BTd ~~publication to be published 

in said newspapers at least once a week for ~~ ~ 

consecutive weeks, the last of said publications being at 

least ~--t10t but not •ore than ~h~y-t30t days prior to 

the date set for said hearing, which shall be held in 

Helena, Montana, at a ti•e and place designated by the 

depart•ent. 

!11 The resort area must be determined by the resort 

developer or landowner by a plat setting forth the resort 

'boundaries designating the ownership of the lands within the 

resort area which plat ~ust be verified by the resort 

developer or landOMnery and filed with the department prior 

to the filing of any applications by individuals for 

licenses within the resort area. Such plat •ust show the 

location and general design of the buildingsy and other 

improvements to be built in se+d ~area in which resort 

retail liquor licenses are toy or mayy be located. A master 

plan for the development of the se+d area may be filed by 

the resort developer in satisfaction of this section. 

121 Upon such filing the department shall forthwith 

schedule a public hearing to be held in Helena, Montana, to 

determine whether the facility proposed by the resort 

developer or landowner is a resort area within the meaning 

of the rules and regulations of the department. At least 

~h+~~y-t30t days prior to the date of the hearing, the 
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department shall publish notice thereof with a description 

of the location of the proposed resort area in a newspaper 

published in the county or counties in which the resort is 

located, once a week for ~a~t consecutive weeks. Each 

resort developer or landowner shall, at the time of filing 

his application, pay to the department an amount 

to cover the costs of se+d ~publication. 

present statements to the department at the 

sufficient 

Persons •ay 

hearing in 

person ~r in writing in opposition or support of the plat. 

Within ~~y-t30t days of the hearing the department shall 

accept or reject the plat. If rejected~ the department must 

state its reasons and set forth the conditions, if any• 

under which the plat will be accepted and the decision of 

the department •ay be reviewed ~ursuant to the review 

procedure set forth in ~eet+on 4-4-402. 

Lbi Once filed with the department, the boundaries of 

a resort may not be changed without full hearing as above 

provided and the prior approval of the d~partment, which 

aoproval shall be according to pub I i c · convenience dncl 

necessity. 

Lil When the department has accepted a plat and a 

given resort area has been determined, applications may then 

be filed with the department by persons for the issuance of 

resort retail liquor licenses within the se+d resort area. 

Each applicant ~ust suomit plans showing the location• 
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appearanceL and floor plan of the premises for whicn 

application for a 1 icense is made. 

Lai If an applicant otherwise qualifies for a r~sort 

1 ic~nse but the premises to be 1 icensed are still in 

construction~ or are otherwise incoaplete $ftd ~ the time of 

such application, the department shall issue a 1 etter 

stating that the 1 icense will be issued at such tima as the 

qualifications for a licensed pre•ises have been met. 

9 setting forth such time limitations and requiresents as the 

10 department ~ay establish. 

11 121- A fajr~rpynd ~cense may be ·;ssued to the falL 

12 ~~_Qf_a county of the fi~~ass upon a showjn~ tnat_~ 

13 market yalye of the fairground faciljties exceeds S2 milljon 

14 and that the faCilities ¢an attract trade fairs~ 

15 ~ooyentjo~ and sj4ilar ~yeats of re~ional~atewtde 

lb sjgnjfjcance. A fair bqard so licensed has the 0r;v;Ie~es 

17 of an all-beyerages 1 jcense~oo the fa;rgro~ 

HI .Ll.Q.l In addition to the restrictions on sale or 

19 transfer of a license as provided in ~ee~ioft 4-4-206 herein, 

20 no resort g£_~QUOQ retail liquor license may be sold or 

21 transferred for operation at a location outside of the 

22 boundaries of the resort area or fair~. 

23 till The annual fee for resort r~a+F--+fq~r QL 

24 faj(!;~roynd licensas within a given resort" area shall t>e ~·o 

25 tho~ftd-dc+tars-t~z,ooot for eacn such license. 
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till A res:>rt ,.,.te+=t--+tqt><><' QLUir<;~rQund license shall 

not be subject to the quota 1 i~itations set forth in ~eetiOft 

4-4-202 above and a resort rete+t--ttqt>or ~~una 

license shall be issued by the depart~ent on the basis that 

the department has determined that such license is justified 

by public convenience and necessity. following a hearing as 

~rovided in ~eettoft 4-4-302·" 

-End-
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Approved by Committee 
on Business and Industry 

1 HOUSE BILl NOo 146 1 othtHo<ise set forth in this acto the depa~tment m.1y issue 

2 INTkODUCED ~y GERKE, SCULlY• ELLEKO, l resort retail liquor licenses tn a r~~ort drea QL__g 

j KESSlER, HANSEN• HUtNNEKENS, WILLIAHS, 3 .iitiUIUJ.U!l.lh....ilJi_~Ql£iJ1!UI__in this sect jon. 

" MOuRE, FAGbt PORTERo RAMIREZ, McLANE, FRATES, 4 LZl For the purposes of this section, a r~sort area is 

5 LY~CH, QUlllLlo STAIGHILLEK• Jo GUNDERSON, COL~URN ':> defin~o as a r-ecreational fac i 1 i ty meetinq the 

b b qualifications determined by the department as hereinafter 

A BILL fUR AN ACT ENTITLED: RAN ACT TO AlLOW ISSUANCf OF AN provid<>do 

d ALL-8tVt~AGE$ LICENSE TO CERTAIN COUNTY FAIR BOARDS FOR USE ; Lll The department shall determine that the area for 

" 0~ LARGER FAIRGROUNDS; AMENDING SECTION 4-4-204, R.C.Ho 9 which licenses are to be issued is a resort area. such 

lU 1947." l.J determination to ~e made under and pursuant to rules and 

11 11 regul~tions to be first promuloated on or before December 

12 8t IT t~ACTEO BY THE LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF MONTANA: ll 31, 1975. In addition to the other reouirements of this 

13 Section lo Section 4-4-204, RoCoHo 1947, is amended to l3 code, a resort area for the purposes of qualification for 

14 read •s follows: 14 the issuance of resort retail liouor license must have a 

l'> "4-4-204. Resort and fajrgroynd licenses. ill It is 15 current actual valuation of resort or recreational 

1b the intent and purpose of this section to encourage the lo facilities, including land and improvements thereon, of not 

11 gro~th of quality recreational resort facil itiC!s in 11 less than f+•~-hHftdr~d-thett~~-d~+er~-tS5UO,OJ0to at least 

ltl undeveloped 3reas of the state and to provid~ for the l~ half of which valuation must be for a structure or 

b' orderly growth of existino recreational sites by the l9 structures within the resort area, and must be under the 

20 est3blishment of resort areas within which retail liquor 2J sole o~nership nr control of one person or entity at the 

21 licenses may be issued by the department under the terms ~nd 21 time ~t toe filinq of tne resort area plat referred to in 

u as mo~e particularly prescribed below. Lt_i~_t~~~t 2£ tne next p~r~re~n ~ubsection. The word control shall mean 

23 2.Lt.!li..:> sect i on_ta._e.o~<I.!Hl.-~~121lJrumLo.L..1~_fa..i.Lh 23 lands nel d under 1 ease, option, or oermi t. 3efore first 

£4 J;QlllUltrrlililliL- _arul_li..l mili!L....b.Y!i~L of ma.j.!l.L_...Le.aiollill 24 adoJtinq such rules 'nd requlations in ren~rd to r~sort 

.2:J .f.llUlUlUD~ililii!:U. In addition to th<> 1 icf'nses as 2:> liquor licenses, the de~artment shall publish a notice of 

SECOND R £ A D 1 N G -l- Hil 146 
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the nea~ino to b~ held on ~e+e ~ ~ules and re~ulations in 

a regularly ?Ublished newspaper in the cities of 8illinqs 0 

oozeman, Sutteo breat fallso Helenao Miles City. Kalisoell~ 

and Missoula, Montanao ~e+d Lhe publication to be published 

in said newspapers at least once a week for ~~ ~ 

consecutive weeks, the last of said publications oeinq at 

least ~ft--tlOt but not mo~e than ~h+~~-tJOt days prio~ to 

the date set for said hearing, which shall be held in 

Helena, ~ontana, at a time and place desiqn~ted by the 

department. 

i~ The resort a~ea must be determined by the ~eso~t 

develope~ o~ landowne~ by a plat setting forth the ~eso~t 

bound3ries designating the ownership of the lands within the 

~esort a~ea which plat must be ve~ified by the reso~t 

developer o~ landownery and filed with the department ~rior 

to tn~ filinq of any applications by individuals for 

licenses within the resort a~ea. Such plat must show the 

location and gene~al design of the buildinqsy and othe~ 

impro~e•ents to be built in ~d ~area in which reso~t 

retail liquor licenses are toy o~ mayy be lQcated• A master 

plan to~ the development of the ~e+d a~ea may be filed by 

the ~~s~~t de~elone~ in satisfaction of this section. 

~l Upon such filinq the depa~tmant shall forthwith 

scnedule a public hearino to be held in ~elenao Montana. to 

dete~uine wh~ther the facility oroposed by the resort 
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developer or landowne~ is a resort area within the meaning 

ot the rules and ~equlations of the department. At least 

~h+rtr-t3ot days ?~io~ to the date of the he~rino, the 

depa~tment shall publish notice thereof with a aesc~iption 

of the location of the '>~oposed reso~t a~ea in a newsparer 

published in tha county o~ counties in whicb thP reso~t is 

locat~o. once a week for feur-t4t consecutive weeks. Each 

resort developer or landowner shall, at the time of filinG 

his application, pay to the depa~tment an a•ount 

to cover the costs of ss+d ~publication. 

p~esent statements to the depart01ent at the 

sufficient 

Persons may 

hearing in 

pe~son o~ in w~iting in ooposition or support nf the plat. 

within tft+~~y-t3ot days of the hearing th~ department shall 

accept or reject the olat. If rejected~ the depa~tment Must 

state its reasons and set fo~tn the conditions, if any, 

und<>~ wr1ich the- plat will be accepted and the decision of 

tne ~0pa~tment may be reviewed pu~suant to the ~eview 

p~ocedure set forth in ~eet+en 4-4-402. 

~~ Once filed with the department• the boundaries of 

~ re~ort may not be chanoed without full hearin0 as above 

p~ovioed and the prio~ app~oval of the depa~tment, whicn 

app~oval shall oe accordin•l to public conveniencP and 

necessity. 

Lll Wne-n the depa~tment has accepted a plat and a 

given resort a~ea has b~en determined, apolications m~y then 

-'t- HD 141> 
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ba filed with the deoartment by persons for toe issuance of 

resort retail liquor 1 icenses within the ~a~d resort area. 

tacn applicant must suomit plans sho~ing the location, 

appearance~ and floor plan of the premises for which 

application for a license is made. 

til If an applicant otherwise oual ifies for a resort 

licanse but the nremises to be Jicensed are still in 

constructiony or ar~ otherwise incomplete aftd ~ the time of 

such application, the department shall issue a letter 

statino that the 1 icense will he issued at such time as the 

qualifications for a licensed premises have been met, 

setti~1 forth such time limitations and reouirements as the 

depart~ent may establish. 

ULJ_Uil~~~-~~L~~~~j~llL 

lj .bll..slLII-ilLL~~Lt..bJLlill.Lclass upQIUL.:iD.QI!I.iruijbat the 

1" .:nllls.i:Lul..uiLJlf~a.ir .. :u:wm!Lt..ac i I it; es~~d.:i_1Z_Ullin.o 

1 I <lllll_UJ;tt_liJL_f..atiliti~~ au r act t.l:..iUJg_....Ll..iLh 

h J;.WlJUW..t.i2~L--<IWl_lll!l..iJ..;:lL._jll(jlnts of ~anal or stat~!! 

1-1 .:ii..lln..it..iuru;e.....-.LLliL......il~!Lliu~~-t.lle............llc..ilt.i~:. 

lO gt_~a_al1-bevera~.:i_llceoser upon the f..aiLJroynds. H~L 

n s~~u~~ll~~uu~~~-~~-un~~~-ML~ 

u t~~u~-~-~~~Llli~mll~~UL~~~~lli~ 

d .i:.lltif.:l.AiL~AE~ 

24 Ll2l In addition to tne restrictions on sale or 

£~ transtPr of a license as provided in ~~etTen 4-~-ZOb nereino 
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2 

j 

4 

5 

b 

7 

B 

9 

l•J 

ll 

12 

13 

H""• 0146/02 

no resort ~L-LaiLQL~nd retail liquor license may be sold or 

transr•,rred for ooeration at a location outside of the 

baund>ries of the resort area ~L-LalL~~· 

Ll~ The annual fee for resort ~te~+--T+~~ ~L 

L~~LQwnQ licenses within a qiven resort arPa shall be ~e 

e"eu~a"d-dc++a~~tS2,00Ut for each such license. 

Ll'i A resort ~~a~+-+~~r or fairground license shall 

not be subject to the quota limitations set forth in ~ee~ft 

4-4-2JZ above and a resort reee~T--+i~uer or faiLgLQUDQ 

license shall be issued by the department on the basis that 

the d2partmeot has determined that such license is justified 

by pu~lic convenience and necessity, following a hearino as 

provided in ~~e~~ 4-4-302.• 

-End-
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