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~ BILL N~ LlJ_ J l ... {) \ 
INTRODUCED BY ,zz;: D .. C:~'' u) 
A BILL FOR AN ACT ENTITLED: •AN ACT TO EXEMPT CANDIOATE5 

FOR LOCAL GOVERNMENT OFFICES AND CERTAIN OTHER LOCAL OFFICES 

FROM THE FILING REQUIREMENTS OF SECTION 23-4778, RoCoMo 

1947, AMD THE CAMPAIGN TREASURER ANO CAMPAIGN DEPOSITORY 

REQUIREMENTS OF SECTION 23-4781, RoCoHo 1247, AND TO PROVIDE 

FOR PETTY CASH FUNDS FOR SUCH CANDIDATES; kMEHDlNG SECTIONS 

23-4778, 23-47Blt 23-4783, 23-4784, 23-4786, AND 23-4792, 

R.C.H. 1947.• 

Section lo Section 23-4778, R.C.Mo 1947, is a.ended to 

read as follo~s: 

•23-4778. Reports of contri~utions and expenditures 

required-- exceptions. 11) Eaeh Except as provided ~ 

subsection !2la each candidate and political coamittee shall 

file oeriodic reports of contributions and expenditures made 

by or on the behalf of a candidate or political comaittee. 

All reports required by this section shall be filed with the 

commissioner and with the county clerk and recorder of the 

county in which a candidate is a resident or the politi~al 

coamittee has its headquarters. However, where residency 

within a district, county, city, or town is not a 

prerequisite for being a candidate, copies of all reports 

shall be filed with the county clerk and recorder of the 
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county in which the election is to be held, or if the 

election is to be held in more than one county, ~ith the 

clerk and recor1er in the county that the commissioner shall 

specify. 

(2) In lieu of all contribution and expenditure 

reports required by this act, the commissioner shall accept 

copies of the reports filed by candidates for congress and 

president of the United States, and their political 

committees, pursuant to the requirements of federal law. 

(3) Candidates for a state office filled by a· 

statewide vote of all the voters of "ontana, the political 

coamittees for such candidates, and political committees 

organized to support or oppose a statewide issue, shall file 

reports: 

(a) on the tenth day of March and Septeaber, in each 

year that an election is to be heldo and on the fifteenth 

and fifth days next preceding the date on which an election 

is held, and within twenty-four (2~) hours after receiving a 

contribution of five hundred dollars (S500) or aore at any 

time after the last pre-election report; 

(b) not more than twenty (20) days after the date of 

the election; 

(c) on the tenth day of March and September of each 

year following an election so long as there is an 

unexpended balance or an expenditure deficit in a campaign 

-2-
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account; and 

(d) whenever a candidate or political committee 

finally closes its oooks. 

(4) candidates for a state district office, including 

but not limited to, candidates for the legislature, public 

service commission, or district court judge, their poljtica1 

co~mittetso and political committees organized to support or 

oppose district issueso shall file reports: 

(a) on the tenth day next preceding the date on which 

an election is held, and within twenty-four (24) hours after 

receiving a contribution of one hundred dollars (SlOO) or 

more at any ti.e after the last pre-election report; 

(b) not more than twenty (20) days after the date of 

the election; 

(c) whenever a candidate or political co~mittee 

finally closes its books. 

(5) E-endi-dete~ ~ as orovided iJL-S.~U.iQ[I__(_'ll.._ 

candjdates for any other public office, their political 

committees, and political committees organized to support-or 

oppose local issues, shall be required to file the re;>orts 

specified in subsection (4) only if th" total a1110ur>t of 

contributions received or the total amount of funds expended 

for an election, excluding the fil in~ f~e paid by the 

candidate, exceed five hundred dollars ($500)• 

( 6) All reports required by this section shall be 
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complete as of the date prescribed by the commissioner, 

which shall not be less than five (5) or more than ten {10) 

days oefore the date of filing as specified in subsections 

(2) tnrough (5) of this section. 

(7) The commissioner shall adopt rules and regulations 

that will permit political committees, including political 

parties, to file copies of a single comprehensive report 

when they support or oppose more than one candidate or 

issue. 

(8) R~ports liled under this section shall De filed to 

cover the following time periods: 

(a) the initial report shall cover all contributions 

received or expenditures made by a candidate or political 

coMmittee prior to the tiMe that a person became a candidate 

as defined in subsection {l) of section 23-4777 until the 

date prescribed by the commissioner for the filing of the 

appropriate initial report pursuant to subsections (2) 

through (5) of this section; 

I b) subsequent periodic reports shall cover the period 

of time from the closing of the previous report to a date 

prescribed by the commissioner• which shall not oe less than 

five (5) days or more than ten (10) days before the date of 

t i I ing; 

(c) final reports shall cover the period of time from 

the last periodic report to the final closin9 of the books 

-4-
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of the candidate or political committee. 

121- (al Can4jdates for th~gL~declared fi1Le4 

br the cjty c~L_county ~k__anQ_ recorder--U£~2__UQ~ 

~Ql!!~-!l!.i.t .. h--XI::uLf.lllng__w:.w[ is ions of :i..U!ls.~LUL~l:! 

l.ll.o. 

llLL__L_~~~tiULfLllLtl!£.....~-Lequ; renienu 

Qf_sybsectjon~throyyh (81 by~~tlQn __ ~LLa~all 

£~a notarized statemeAt·wjth the copm~oner explaining 

~he basis of thE! claiMed exemgtion. This state~~ent s.h®Ui~ 

f j Jed aS SO(jJl as pOSS j b]e :and llliSt be fjl E!d no later than 15 

days after the elections" 

Section 2. Section 23-47Blo R.c.M. 1941• is amended t~ 

read as follows: 

•z3-4781. Campaign treasurer .and campaign depository 

==-~~li.· (l) t~h Except as ·proyjde~~lgn 

{llo each candidate for no•ination or election to office and 

each political committee shall appoint one (1) campaign 

treasurer. No contribution shall be received or expenditure 

made by or on behalf of a candidate or political committee 

u"til the candidate or political committee appoints a 

campaign treasurer and certifies the name and address of -t_ha 

campaign treasul"er pursuant to this section. The 

certification, which shall include an organizational 

state~ent, properly acknowledged by a notary public, and 

setting forth of the name and address of the campaign 
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treasurer and all other officers, if any, of the political 

comaittee. shall be filed with the commissioner and the 

appropriate county clerk and recorder as specified for the 

filing of reports in section 23-4778. 

(2) A campaign treasurer aay appoint deputy campaign 

treasurers, but not more than one (1) in each county in 

which the campaign is conducted. Each candidate and 

political com•ittee shall certify the full na.e and complete 

address of the ca~paign treasurer and all deputy campaign 

treasurers with the office with who• the candidate or the 

political committee is required to file reports. 

(3) Any campaign or deputy ca•paign treasurer 

appointed pursuant to this section shall be a registered 

voter in this state. An individual ~y be appointed and 

serve as a campaign treasurer of a candidate and a political 

committee or two (2) or more candidates and political 

co~nmittees. A candidate may appoint himself as his own 

campaign or deputy campaign treasurer. No individual may 

serve as a campaign or deputy campaign treasurer or perform 

any duty required of a camp a i ·]n or deputy campaign treasurer 

of a candidate or political 

designated and his name 

political committee. 

committee until he has been 

certified by the candidate or 

(4) Deputy campaign treasurers may exercise any of the 

p~we~s and duties of a campdign treasurer as set forth in 

-6-
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this act when specifically authorized in writing to do so by 

the campaign treasurer and the candidate in the case of a 

candidat~~ or the campaign treasurer and the chairman of the 

political com~•ttee in th~ case of apolitical committea. 

(5) A candidate or political committee may remove his 

or its campaign or deputy campaign treasurer. The removal 

of any treasurer or deputy treasurer shall i mmedi atel y be 

reported to the officer with whom the name of the campaign 

treasurer was originally filed. In case of de a tho 

resignation, or removal of his or its campaign treasurer 

before compl iance with any obligation of 

the candidate 

a cam;>ai gn 

political treasurer under this act~ or 

committee shall appoint a successor and certify the name and 

address of the successor as specified in subsection (1) 

this section. 

of 

(6) reeh Except as proyjded jn sybsectjort l7lt e~ 

candidate and each political committee shall designate one 

11} primary campaign depository for the purpose of 

depositing all contributions received and disbursing all 

expenditures made by the candidate or political co~mittee. 

The candidate or political committee may also designate one 

(1} secondary depository in each county in which an election 

is held and in which the candidate or committee 

participates. Deputy campaign treasurers may make deposits 

in and make expenditures from secondary depositories when 

-7-
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authorized to do so as provided in subsection {4; ;f -~•~ 

section. Only a bank authorized to transact business in 

Montana may be desiqnated as a campaign depository. The 

candidate or political committee shall fil~ the name and 

address of each primary and secondary depository so 

designated at the same time and with the same officer with 

whom the candidate or committee files the name of his or its 

campaign treasurer pursuant to subsection (11 of this 

section. Nothing in this subsection shall prevent a 

political committee or candidate from having more than one 

campaign account in the same depository. 

LII CandidateS for those gffjces declared ~lied by 

ibe city clerk or the county clerk aDd recorder oe~~ 

~mply with the requirements Of thiS~~~· 

Section 3. Section 23-~783t RoCoMo 1947o is amended to 

read as follows: 

"23-4783. Treasurer to keep records inspections. 

(1} ~he--eempa~n--~reft~re~-ef--eeeft--eeftd+de~e--end-eeeh 

J~<>++t-ree+--eo-+~~ .. e Whenever a ca~ treasurer ~ 

required, ~ shall keep detailed accounts. current within 

not more than ten (10) days after the date of receiving a 

contribution or making an expenditure, of all contributions 

received and all expenditures made by or on behalf of the 

candidate or political committee that are required to Oc set 

forth in a statement filed under this act. 
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!d Accounts kept by the campaign treasurer of a 

candidate or political co~ittee may be Inspected under 

reasonable circumstances before, dur-ing., or .after th~ 

election to which the accounts refer by the campaign 

treasurer of any opposing candidate or political co~mittee 

in the sa~e electoral district. The right of inspection may 

be enforced by appropriate 

competent jurisdiction. 

writ 

The 

issued by any court of 

ca•paign treasurers of 

politi~al committees supporting a candidate may be joined 

with the campaign treasurer of the candidate as respondents 

in such a proceeding. 

( 3) Accounts kept by a ca•paign treasurer of a 

candiddte shall be preserved by the campaign treasurer for a 

period coi~cidiny with the term of office for which the 

person was a candidate.• 

Se~t~J~ ~. ~~c~ ion 23-4184, R.c.M. iV~1, J~ ~~~nded to 

r2a~ dS follows: 

"23-4784. Petty cash funds allowed. (l) The campaign 

treasurer for ~5eh ~ candidate or political committee is 

duthorized to withdraw th2- following a:rnount: each week from 

the [J~ima~y depository for the pUr;>OSe of providing a pBtty 

cash fund for the candidate or political coemitteG: 

(a) for all candidates fo~ nomination or el~ction on a 

statewide basis and all political committ~es operating on a 

statewide basis. one hunored dollars ($100) per w~ek; and 

-9-

2 

3 

4 

5 

6 

7 

8 

9 

10 

ll 

12 

13 

14 

15 

1<:. 

17 

18 

19 

20 

21 

22 

23 

24 

25 

l( 04'14/01 

(b) for all othe~ candidate~ and political committees. 

twen+y dollars ($20) per week. 

(2) The petty cash fund 111ay be spent for office 

supplies. transportation expenses. and other necessities in 

an a110ur.~ of less than ten dollars ($10). Petty cash shall 

not be used for the purchase of ti~. space. or services 

fro~ any communications medtu•• 

UI ~JeC,t to _tM_proyj:;!oris_g.f sul:isi!ctjoos (llfah 

( ll Cbl • and 1 2)• d camU date_tfxewotad from the prov is iorts of 

23-4731 may majntajO a petty cash fund.• 

Section 5o Section 23-~786• R.C.M. 1947• is amended to 

read as follo .. s: 

•23-~786. Powers and duties of the commissioner. ~fte 

.,_....,~ .. .,,...-~,..,++-..,.~...,~-the-i'D++ow?n91'0•tt1"s-on<l-p~,..,-• 

t~--~llow;n~ -dHt+~ (1) The co~issione~ of ca•paign 

finances and tJrot..n.: ::.1 Lt:~ .,r.all oe r espons ~ U.~ ·P f ~.,. 

invP.stigating all of th€ alleged v;o1ations of the election 

Jaws contained in Title 23, R.c.M. 1947 9 and shall in 

conjunction with the county attorneys. be responsible fo~ 

enforcing all of the st~te•s election la~s. 

( 2 J The co~issioner 5hall select an app~opriate staff 

to enforce the provisions of Title 23• R.C.~. 1947• and he 

shall have the power to hjre and t•re all personnel unde~ 

hi:s supervision. 

( 3) Tne commission~!,.- m-:>>y hire or rPtain attorneys who 

-11)-
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are ?roperly licensed to practice before the supreme court 

of the stat~ of Montana to p~osecute violations of litl~ i3• 

R.c.M. 1947. Any properly licensed attorney so r~tained or 

hired shall exercis~ the pa~ers of a spP.cidl dttJrn~y 

general and he shall have the po~~r to prosecute, subject to 

the con~rol and supervision of the commissioner and th~ 

provisions of se~tion 23-4708• any criminal Qr civil action 

arising out of a violation of any provision of Title 23r 

R.c.M. 1947. All prosecutions shall be brou~ht in the state 

district court for the county in which a violation has 

occurred or in the district court for Le~is and ~lark 

County. The authority to prosecute as prescribed by this 

section includes th8 authjrity to: 

(a) institute proceedings for the arrest of persons 

charg~d with or reasonably suspected of criminal violations 

of Title 23, R.C.M. 1947; 

(b) attend and give advice to a grand JUry wh2n =3ses 

involving criminal violations of Title 23• R.C.M. lY47, are 

present2d; 

(c) draw and file 

criminal complaints; 

[d) prosecute all 

indictonents, informations., ana 

actions fJr the recov~ry of d~bts, 

fines, penalties, and forfeitur2s accruing to the stat~ or 

county from rersons convicted of violatin~ Title 23, R.c.M. 

1947; and 
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(e) do any otner act necessary to successfully 

prosecute a violation of any ~rovision of Title 21, R.C.M. 

1947. 

(4) The commissioner shall prescribe forms for 

statements and other information required to be filed 

pursuant to Title 23, R.c.M. 1947r and furnish forms and 

dppropridte information to persons r~quired to file 

stdtements and information. 

(5) The commissioner shall prepare and publish a 

manual prescribing a uniform system for accounts for us.e by 

persons required to file statements pursuant to Title 23. 

R.C.M. 1947. 

[6) The commissioner shall accept and file any 

i nf ormation voluntarily supplied that exceeds the 

requirements of Title 23, R.C.M. 1947. 

(7) The commissioner shall prescribe the mann~r in 

which the county clerks and recorders shall r-eceive., file, 

collate, and maintain reports filed ~ith them under Title 

23, R.C.H. 1947. 

(8) The commissioner shall make state~ents and Jther 

information filed with his office available f~r puolic 

inspection 3nd copying during regular office hours, and make 

copying facilities available free of ch~rQe or at a ch~rse 

not to ~xce9•1 actual cost. 

(9) The commissioner shal1 preserv2 statements and 

-12-
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other information filed with his office for a period of ten 

(10) years from date of receipt. 

(10) The commissioner shall prepare and puolish 

summaries of the statements received. 

(11) The commissioner shall prepare and publish such 

other reports as he may deem appropriate. 

(12) The co .. issioner shall provide for wide public 

dissemination of summaries and reports. 

(13) The commissioner shall have the authority to 

investigate all statements filed pursuant to the provisions 

of Title 23o R.c.M. 1947, and shall also investigate alleged 

failures to file any statement or the alleged falsification 

of any statement filed pursuant to the provisions of Title 

23, R.c.M. 1947. Upon the submission of a written complaint 

by any Individual, the commissioner shall also investigate 

any other alleged violation of the provisions of Title 23t 

R.C.Mo 1947, or any rule or regulation adopted pursuant 

the~eto. 

{14) The commissioner shall pr~ulgate and publish 

rules and regulations to carry out the provisions of Title 

23o R.C .M. l94Tt and shall promulgate such rules in 

conformance with the Montana Administrative Procedure Act. 

(15) The commissi'"" r "'';C~l1 at~:;~ close of each fiscal 

year report to the legislature and the governor concerning 

the action he has taken• including the names. sa1aries, and 

-13-
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duties of all individuals in his employ and the money he has 

disbursed. The commissioner shall also make further reports 

on the aatters within his jurisdiction as the legislature 

may prescribe and shall also make recommendations for 

further legislation as may appear desirab~e. 

(16) The co-i"SSioner shall be responsi!>le for 

preparing, ad•inistering and allocating the budget for his 

office. 

(17) The co .. issioner shall have the power to inspect 

any records, accounts or books that must be kept pursuant to 

the provisions of Title 23, R.C.M. 1947• which are held by 

any political com~ittee or candidate so long as such 

inspection is made during reasonable office hours. 

(18) The co••issioner shall have the power to issue 

orders of noncompliance as prescribed by section 23-4787. 

(19) The commissioner shall exercise all of the powers 

conferred upon him by this act or any other provision of 

state law in any jurisdiction or political 

the state. 

subdivision of 

(20) After receiving the final campaign contribution 

and expenditure report filed as required by Title 23, R.c.M. 

1947 2L- a statement of exemotioo [rom the [ilina 

regujre~~. the commissioner shall inform the secretary 

of state. or the city or county clerk and recorder that each 

candidate who has oeen properly elected to any ~ublic office 

-14-
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has filed his final cont~ibution and expenditu~e ~epo~t QL 

statement _of_ exemption from filjn~ as specified in section 

23-4778. 

(21) The commissioner shall have th~ autho~ity to 

administer oaths and affir•ations. sub~oena witnessesy 

6 compel their attendance, take evidence, and requi~e the 

7 production of any books, papers, correspondence, memoranda, 

B bank account statements of a political com111ittee 0~ 

9 candidate, or other records which are relevant or material 

10 fo~ the purpose of conducting any investigation pursuant to 

11 the provisions of Title 23, R.C.M. 1947.• 

12 Section 6. Section 23-4792, R.c.M. 1947, is amended to 

13 read as follows: 

14 •23-4792. Certificates of election may be withheld. No 

15 certificate of election shftT+ ~X be granted to any 

16 candidate until h~-~+~e&+-~re&sttrer-~hft~-f+~e the 

17 reports and stateaents that must be filed pursuant to the 

18 provisions of Title 23y-R.&wMw-~94T are filed. No candidate 

19 for an elective office may assume the powers and duties of 

20 that office until he has received a certificate of election 

21 as provided by law. A certificate of election shall only be 

22 issued by the public official responsible for issuing a 

23 certificate or commission after receiving written assurance 

24 from the commissioner that a candidate has filed all of the 

25 ~~tements or reports that must be fileJ pursuant to the 

-15-
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Objection Raised to 
Adverse Committee Report 

7fft_B_ "" j J..J.J_ • I fl , , 
, 'fl-0~c-= ~~~'1 

A BILL FOR ~N ACT ENTITLED: "AN ACT TO EXE~PT C~NDIJ~TES 

FOR LOCAl GOVERN~ENT OFFICES ANO CERTAIN OTHER LOCAl OFFICES 

FROM THE FILING REQUIREMENTS OF SECTION 23-4778, R.C.M. 

1947, AND THE CAMPAIGN TREASURER AND CAMPAIGN DEPOSITORY 

REQUIREMENTS OF SECTION 23-4781• R.C.M. 1947, AND TO PROVIDE 

FOR PETTY CASH FUNDS FOR SUCH CANOIOATES; AMENDING SECTIONS 

23-4778t 23-478lt 23-4783, 23-4784, 23-4786, AND 23-4792, 

R.C.H. 1947.• 

Section 1. Section 23-4778, R.c.M. 1947, is amended to 

~ead as follows: 

"23-4778. Repo~ts of contributions and expenditu~es 

~equired -- excepti~· (1) Eeeft ~xcept a~~~l~_in 

subsection t9\t each candidate and political committee shall 

file periodic reports of contributions and expenditures made 

by or on the behalf of a candidate or political com~ittee. 

All reports requi~ed by this section shall ~e filed with the 

commissioner and with the county clerk and recorder of the 

county in which a candidate is a resident or the political 

committee has lts headquarters. However, where residency 

within a district, county, city, or town is not a 

prerequisite for being a candidate, copies of all reports 

shall be filed with the county cle~k and recorder of the 

SECOND R E A D I N G 

I 
It'· 

I 
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county in which the election is to be held, or if the 

2 election is to be held in more than one county, with the 

3 clerk and recorder in the county that the commissioner shall 

4 specify. 

5 (2) In lieu of all contribution and expenditure 

6 reports required by this act, the commissioner shall accept 

1 copies of the reports filed by candidates for congress and 

8 president of the United States, and their political 

9 com~ittees, pursuant to the requirements of federal law. 

10 (3) Candidates for a state office filled by a 

11 statewide vote of all the voters of Montana, the political 

12 committees for such candidates, and political committees 

13 organized to support or oppose a statewide issue, shall file 

14 reports: 

15 (a) on the tenth day of March and September, in each 

lb year that an election is to be held, and on the fifteenth 

17 and fifth days next p~eceding the date on which an election 

18 is held, and within twenty-four (24) hours after receiving a 

19 contribtltion of five hundred dollars (S500) or more at any 

20 time after the last pre-election report; 

21 (b) not more than twenty (20) days after the date of 

Z2 the election; 

23 (c) on the tenth day of March and September of each 

24 year following an election so long as there is an 

25 unexp~nded balance or an 2xpenditure deficit in a campaign 

-2-
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account; and 

(d) whenever a candidate or political committee 

finally closes its books. 

(41 Candidates for a state district office, including 

but not limited to, candidates for the legislature, public 

service commission, or district court judge, their political 

committeEs, and political coamlttees organized to support or 

oppose district issues, shall file reports: 

(a) on the tenth day next preceding the date on which 

an election is held, and within twenty-four (24) nours after 

receiving a contrrbution of one hundred dollars ($100) or 

more at any ti-e after the last pre-election report; 

(b) not more than twenty (20) days after the date of 

the election; 

(c) whenever a candidate or political committee 

finally closes its books. 

(51 Eer~di-de~~~ ~~oyjded iL-!i~Ul.an.___L~ 

candjdates for any other public officer their political 

co•mittees, and political co•mittees organized to support or 

oppose local issues, shall be required to file the re;>orts 

specified in subsection (41 only if the total amou~t of 

contributions received or the total amount of funds expended 

for an election, excluding the fil in~ fee paid by the 

candidate, exceed five hundred dollars (S500). 

(6) All reports required by this section shall be 
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complete as of the date prescribed by the commissioner, 

which shall not be less than five (5) or more than ten (10) 

days before the date of filing as specified in subsections 

(2) through (51 of this section. 

{7) The commissioner shall adopt rules and regulations 

that will permit political committees, including political 

parties, to file copies of a single co•prehensive report 

when they support or oppose more than one candidate or 

issue. 

(8) Reports filed under this section shall be filed to 

cover the following time periods: 

{a) the initial report shall cover all contributions 

received or expenditures made by a candidate or political 

co•mittee prior to the time that a person became a candidate 

as defined in subsection (1) of section 23-4777 until the 

date prescribed by the co.-issioner for the filing of the 

appropriate initial report pursuant to subsections (2) 

through {5) of this section; 

(bl subsequent periodic reports shall cover the period 

of time from the closing of the previous report to a date 

prescribed by the co.,..issioner, which shall not be less than 

five (5) days or aore than ten (10) days before the date of 

f i 1 i ng; 

(c) final reports shall cover the period of time from 

the last periodic report to the final closing of the books 
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of the candidate or political committee. 

lll- lal Candj~ for thQll_!df.Uit:L~~J.ill.i:..ll 

bY the c i t y c hl.rJs.__QL county ~lL~ reC:0 rd!ir lll!~nnt. 

r.W~Ull:t....Jdt..b_tbe fi1 i'ng___w:mt.~ of subsetl.l~UL-:tllDHl.IW 

1.B..h 

{bl A ~ate exemptwLfi.WLtbL.fl.l..Ln.g~~~ 

Qf_subsectjon~throu~h {8) ~~ti2n--L2)(a) shall 

fil~--<l-!!2ti!r. i zed s ta~-illl__tbiLkWII!!UllQDer exp 1 a i o i ng 

the basjs of ~Claimed exemption. This ~em¢nt should be 

filed as soon as possible a!ld must be filed "o<i later' than 1:1 

days after \be election.• 

Section z. Section 23-4181, R.C.H. 1947, is amended to 

read as follows: 

•23-4781. Campaign treasurer and campaign depository 

==-~~~· (1) E~h Except as provjde~ubsection 

{7)• each candidate for nomination or election to office and 

each political committee shall appoint one (1) caMpaign 

treasurer. No contribution shall be received or expenditure 

made by or on behalf of a candidate or political committee 

until the candidate or political committee appoints a 

campaign treasurer and certifies the name and address of the 

campaign treasurer pursuant to this section. The 

certification, which shall include an or gao iz at i onal 

statement, properly acknowledged by a notary public, and 

setting forth of the name and address of the campaign 
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treasurer and all other offic•rs, if any, of the political 

committee, shall be filed with the commissioner and the 

appropriate county clerk and recorder as specified for the 

filing of reports in section l3-4778. 

(2) A campaign treasurer may appoint deputy campaign 

treasurers, but not more than one (l) in each county in 

which the campaign is conducted. Each candidate and 

political committee shall certify the full name and complete 

address of the campaign treasurer and all deputy ca~aign 

treasurers with the office with whom the candidate or the 

political committee is required to file reports. 

(3) Any campaign or deputy caapaign treasurer 

appointed pursuant to this section shall be a registered 

voter in this state. An individual may be appointed and 

serve as a campaign treasurer of a candidate and a political 

committee or two (2) or more candidates and political 

coatmit:1:ees. A candidate may appoint hi~self as his own 

campaign or deputy campaign treasurer. No individual may 

serve as a campaign or deputy campaign treasurer or perform 

any duty required of a campaign or deputy campaign treasurer 

of a candidate or political committee until he has been 

designated and his name certified by the candidate or 

political committee. 

14) Deputy campaign treasurers may exercise any of the 

powers and duties of a campaign treasurer as set forth in 

-b-



1 

2 

3 

4 

5 

6 

1 

8 

9 

10 

11 

12 

13 

14 

15 

16 

11 

18 

19 

20 

21 

22 

23 

24 

25 

lC 0494/01 

this act when specifically authorized in writing to do so by 

the campaign treasurer and the candidate in the case of a 

candidate, or the campaign treasurer and the chairman of the 

political com~ittee in the case of apolitical co .. ittee. 

(5) A candidate or political committee may reMOve his 

or its campaign or deputy campaign treasurer. The removal 

of any treasurer or deputy treasurer shall i•mediately be 

reported to the officer with whom the name of the ca•paign 

treasurer was originally filed. In case of death, 

resignation, or removal of his or its campaign treasurer 

before compl iance with any 

treasurer under this act, 

obligation of 

the candidate 

a 

or 

campaign 

political 

committee shall appoint a successor and certify the name and 

address of the successor as specified in subsection (11 of 

this section. 

{6) Eeeh Except aS proyjded fn sybseCtjoU f7)~~ 

candidate and each political coamittee shall designate one 

{1) primary campaign de~sitory for the purpose of 

depositing all contributions received and disbursing all 

expenditures made by the candidate or political committee. 

The candidate or ~llticat co•mittee may also designate one 

{I) secondary depository in each county in which an election 

is held and In which the candidate or co•mittee 

participates. Deputy campaign treasurers may make deposits 

in and make expenditures from secondary depositories when 
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authorized to do so as provided in subsection (4) of this 

section. Only a bank authorized to transact business in 

Montana raay be designated as a ca•paign depository. The 

candidate or political committee shall file the name and 

address of each primary and secondary depository so 

designated at the same time and with the same officer with 

whom the candidate or committee files the name of his or its 

campaign treasurer pursuant to subsection (1) of this 

section. Nothing in this subsection shall prevent a 

political committee or candidate from having -are than one 

campaign account in the same depository. 

11J Candj <fat:eS: foe t:bpse off ices declared ... :.liJ led by 

the city clerk gr the county clerK and recorder neea_nat 

cgmply wjth the regYjtements df thiS sec1iotta• 

Section 3. Section 23-4783, R.c.M. 1947, is amended to 

read as follows: 

•23-4783. Treasurer to keep records inspections. 

{ 1 ) Hte--ets•po+~-~,.-~,.er--of'--eeeh--eBftdi-de't:e--end-eoet. 

po++t:+ee~--~t:~ Hbeneyec a caapaj~n treasyrer ~ 

cegujred, ~ shall keep detailed accounts, current within 

not more than ten (10) days after the date of receiving a 

contribution or making an expenditure, of all contributions 

received and all expenditures aade by or on behalf of the 

candidate or political co•mittee that are required to be set 

forth in a statement filed under this act. 
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(2) Accounts kept by the campaign treasurer of a 

candidate or political committee may be inspected under 

reasonable circumstances before, during, or after tha 

election to which the accounts refer by the campaign 

treasurer of any opposing candidate or political co•mittee 

in the same electoral district. The right of inspection may 

be enforced by appropriate 

competent jurisdiction. 

writ 

The 

issued by any court of 

campaign treasurer3 of 

political coamittees supporting a candidate may be joined 

with the campaign treasurer of the candidate as respondents 

in such a proceeding. 

(3) Accounts kept by a ca•paign treasurer of a 

candidate shall be preserved by the campaign treasurer for a 

period colnciding with the term of office for which the 

person was a candidate.• 

Section 4o Section 23-4784• R.C.M. 1947, is amended to 

read as follows: 

•23-4784. Petty cash funds allowed. (l) The campaign 

treasurer for each ~ candidate or political committee is 

authorized to withdraw the following amount each week from 

the primary depository for the purpose of providing a petty 

cash fund for the candidate or political cOMmittee: 

(a) for all candidates for no•ination or el2ction on a 

statewide basis and all political committees operating on a 

statewide basis, one hunored dollars ($100) per w2ek; and 
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(b) for all other candidates and political committees, 

twenty dollars ($20) per week. 

(2) The petty cash fund may be spent for office 

supplies, transportation expenses, and other necessities in 

an amount of less than ten dollars (510). Petty cash shall 

not be used for the purchase of time, space, or services 

fro~ any com•unications mediu•• 

LJX -~~ to the provisions of sutisectjgns !I)(ala 

(llfbh arjd 12h ;i caltdt-date tfxt!I!Ot!HI fro• the groyisjo!js of 

23-47ffl may majdtajd a getty Cash fund.• 

Section 5. Section 23-4786, R.C.M. 1947, is amended to 

read as follows: 

•23-478bo Powers and duties of the commissioner. ~he 

e~~ .. ~-~l'laH-exei"e~'the-"fol-+aring~po•e-rs-aftd-per"F6t"m 

'tl'le--~o~~~-du't~~ (1) The commissioner of campaign 

finances and practices shall be responsible for 

investigating all of the alleged violations of the election 

laws contained in Title 23o R.C.M. 1947o and shall in 

conjunc~ion with the county attorneys, be responsible for 

enforcing all of the state•s election laws. 

(2) The commissioner shall select an appropriate staff 

to enforce the provisions of Title 23, R.C.H. 1947, and be 

shall have the power to hire and fire all personnel under 

his supervision. 

(3) The commissioner may hire or retain attorneys who 
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are properly licensed to practice before the supreme court 

of the state of Montana to prosecute violations of Title l3o 

R.C.H. 1947• 

hi red shall 

Any properly licensed attorney so retained or 

exercise the powers of a special attorney 

general and he shall have the power to prosecute, subject to 

the control and supervision of the commissioner and the 

provisions of section 23-4788, any criminal or civil action 

arising out of a violation of any provision of Title 23o 

R.c.H. 1947• All prosecutions shall be brought in the state 

district court for the county in which a violation has 

occurred or in the district court for lewis and Clark 

County. The authority to prosecute as prescribed by this 

section includes the authority to: 

(a) institute proceedings for the arrest of persons 

charged with or reasonably suspected of criminal violations 

of Title 23o ReCoHo 1947; 

(b) attend and give advice to a grand jury whan cases 

involving criminal violations of Title 23o R.c.H. 1947o are 

presented; 

(c) draw and file indictments, 

criminal complaints; 

informations, and 

(d) prosecute all actions for the recovery of debtso 

fines, penalties. and forfeitures accruing to the state or 

county from persons convicted of violating Title 23o R.c.M. 

1947; and 
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(e) do any other act necessary to successfully 

prosecute a violation of any provision of Title 23, R.c.H. 

1947. 

(4) The co~issioner shall prescribe forms for 

statements and other information required to be filed 

pursuant to Title 23o R.c.H. 1947, and furnish forms and 

appropriate i nf ormation to persons required to f i 1 e 

statements and information. 

(5) The co.missioner shall prepare and publish a 

manual prescribing a uniform syste• for accounts for use by 

persons required to file statements pursuant to Title 23o 

R.C.H. 1947. 

(6) The co••issioner shall 

information voluntarily supplied 

accept and file 

that exceeds 

requirements of Title 23o R.c.K. 1947. 

any 

the 

(7) The com.issioner shall prescribe the manner in 

which the county clerks and recorders shall receive, file, 

collate. and maintain reports filed with them under Title 

23, R.c.H. 1947. 

(B) The commissioner shall make state•ents and other 

information filed with his office available for public 

inspection and copying during regular office hours, and make 

copying facilities available free of charge or at a charge 

not to exceed actual cost. 

(9) The commissioner shall preserve statements and 
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other information filed with his office for a p~riod of ten 

(10) years from date of receipt. 

(10) The commissioner shall prepare and pucl ish 

summaries of the statements received. 

(11) The commissioner shall prepare and publish such 

other reports as he may deem appropriate. 

(12) The commissioner shall provide for wide public 

dissemination of summaries and reports. 

(13) The commissioner shall have the authority to 

investigate all statements filed pursuant to the provisions 

of Title 23, R.C.M. 1947• and shall also investigate alleged 

failures to file any statement or the alleged falsification 

of any statement filed pursuant to the provisions of Titl~ 

23, R.c.M. 1947. Upon the submission of a written complaint 

by any individual, the conmissioner shall also investigate 

any other alleged violation of the provisions of Titla 23, 

R.C.M. 1947, or any rule or regulation adopted pursuant 

thereto. 

(14) The commissioner shall promulgate and publish 

rules and regulations to carry out the provisions of Title 

23, R.c.M. 1947, and shall promulgate such rules in 

conformance with the Montana Administrative Procedure Act. 

(15) The commissioner shall at the close of each fiscal 

year report to the legislature and the governor concerning 

the action he has taken, including the names, salaries, 3nd 
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duties of all individuals in his employ and the money he has 

disbursed. The commissioner shall also make further reports 

on the matters within his jurisdiction as the legislature 

may prescribe and shall also make recommendations for 

further legislation as may appear desirab~e-

(16) The commissioner shall be responsible for 

preparing, administering and allocating the budget for his 

office. 

(17) The commissioner shall have the power to inspect 

any records• accounts or books that must be kept pursuant to 

the provisions of Title 23, R.C.M. 1947o which are held by 

any political committee or candidate so long as such 

inspection is made during reasonable office hours. 

(18) The co•missioner shall have the power to issue 

orders of noncompliance as prescribed by section 23-4787. 

(19) The commissioner shall exercise all of the powers 

conferred upon him by this act or any other provision of 

state law in any jurisdiction or political 

the sta~e. 

subdivision of 

(20) After receiving the final campaign contribution 

and expenditure report filed as required by Title 23r R.C.M. 

1947 or a statement of exemotion__f_r.om_~ filing 

reQuire~~· the commissioner shall inform the secretary 

of state. or the city or county clerk and recorder that each 

candidate who has been properly elected to any public office 
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has filed his final contribution and expenditure report QL 

statement--21_ exemption from fj)jng as specified in section 

3 23-4778. 

4 (21) The co.aissioner shall have the authority to 

5 

6 

administer oaths and 

compel their attendance, 

affir•ations, subpoena witnesses, 

take evidence, and require the 

1 production of any books, papers, correspondence, memoranda, 

8 bank account statements of a political committee or 

9 candidate, or other records which are relevant or material 

10 for the purpose of conducting any investigation pursuant to 

11 the provisions of Title 23t R.c.H. 1947.• 

12 Section 6. Section 23-4792, R.c.M. 1947, is aaended to 

13 read as follows: 

14 •23-4792. Certificates of election may be withheld. No 

15 certificate of election she~ max be granted to any 

16 candidate until h~s--~~~ee+--~r~es~r~~-hes--~~·~d the 

11 reports and statements that must be filed pursuant to the 

18 provisions of Title 23T-~w£•Mw-+9~~ are filed. No candidate 

19 for an elective office may assume the powers and duties of 

20 that office until he has received a certificate of election 

21 as provided by law. A certificate of election shall only be 

22 issued by the public official responsible for issuing a 

23 certificate or commission after receiving written assurance 

24 from the commissioner that a candidate has filed all of the 

25 .:t!.sitements or reports that must be f i 1 ed pursuant to the 
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provisions of Title 23.-~•c•Hw-+9~~.· 

-End-

-16-

LC 0494/01 


