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A BILL FOR AN ACYT ENTITLED: AN ACT TO EXEMPT CANDIDATES
FOR LOCAL GOVERNMENT OFFICES AND CERTAIN OTHER LOCAL QFFICES
FROM THE FILING REQUIREMENTS OF SECTION 23-4778s ReCoMs
19479 AND THE CAMPAIGN TREASURER AND CAMPAIGN DEPOSITORY
REQUIREMENTS OF SECTION 23-4781s Ra.CeMe 1947+ AND TO PROVIDE
FOR PETTY CASH FUNDS FOR SUCH CANDIDATES; AMENDING SECTIONS
23-4T778s 23-4T8Ble 23-4T783y 23-4TB4ey 23-478Bb&s AND 23-4T32,
ReCoeMe 194T7."

Section le 5Section 23-4T78y ReleMe 1947y is amended to
read as follows:

%23-477T8« Reports of contributions and expenditures
required —— gxcoptionse (1) €aech fxcept as yrovided 'ia
subsection (9)s each candidate and political committee shall
file neriodic reports of contributions and expenditures made
by or on the behalf of a candidate or political committeecs
A1l reports required by this section shall be filed with the
commissioner and with the county clerk and recorder of the
county in which a candidate is a resident or the politizal
committee has its headquarterses Howeverey where vresidency
within a districts countyy citys or town is not a
prerequisite for being a candidates copies of all vreports

shall be filed with the county clerk and recorder of the
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county in which the election is to be heldsy or if the
election is to be held in more than one countyy with the
clerk and recorder in the county that the commissioner shall
specify.

{2} In lieuv of all contribution and expenditure
reports required by this acty the commissioner shall accept
copies of the reports filed by candidates for congress and
president of the United Statess and their political
committeess pursuant to the requirements of federal lawe.

{3) Candidates for a state office filled by a
statewide vote of all the voters of Montanas the political
comnmittees for such candidatesy and political committees
organized to support or oppose a statewide issues shall file
reports:

(a) on the tenth day of March and Septembery in each
year that an election is to be helds and on . the fifteenth
and fifth days next preceding the date on which an election
is heldy and within twenty-four (24) hours after receiving a
contribution of five hundred dollars {$500) or more at any
time after the last pre—election report;

{b} not more than twenty (20) days after the date of
the election;

{c) on the tenth day of March and September of each
year following an election so long as there is an

unexpanded balance or an expenditure deficit in a campaign
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account; and

{d) whenever a candidate or political committee
finally closes its books.

(4} Candidates for a state district offices including
but not limited tos candidates for the legislaturey public
service commissiony or district court judgey their political
committeesy and political committees organized to support or
oppose district issuess shall file reports:

{a) on the tenth day next preceding the date on which
an election is helds and within twenty-four {24} hours after
receiving a contribution of one hundred dollars {$100) or
more at any time after the last pre-election report;

{b) mnot more than twenty (20) days after the date of
the election;

(c) whenever a candidate or political committee
finally closes its bookse

{5) Eendidetes fxcept as provided in subsection (9)s
candidates for any other public officey their political
committeesy and political committees organized to support or
oppese local issuesy shall be required to file the reports
specified in subsection ({4} only if the total amount of
contributions received or the total amount of funds expended
for an electiony excluding the filing fee paid by the
candidates exceed five hundred dollars ([($500).

{6) A1l reports vrequired by this section shall be
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complete as of the date prescribed by the commissioners
which shall not be less than five {5) or more than ten (10}
days pefore the date of filing as specified 1in subsactions
{2) tnrough (5) of this section.

{7} The commlissioner shall adopt rules and regulations
that will permit political committeess including political
partiess to file copies of a single comprehensive report
when they support or oppose more than onhe candidate or
issuee

(8) Reports Filed under this section shall be filed to
cover the following time periods:

{3} the initial report shall cover alt contributions
received or expenditures made by a candidate or political
committee prior to the time that a person bacame a candidate
as defined in subsection (1) of section 23—-4777 wuntil the
date prescribed by the commissioner for the filing of the
appropriate initial report pursuant to subsections (2)
through [5) of this section;

{b) subsequent periodic reports shall cover the period
of time from the closing of the previous report to a date
prescribed by the commissioners which shall not pbe less than
five {5) days or more than ten (10) days before the date of
filing;

{c} final reports shall cover the pericd of time from

the last periodic report to the final closing of the books
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of the candidate or political committee.

(9)_ _(a) Capndidates for those offices declared filled
WM&JLWMLJ&L-W.M&LML
comply with the filing provisions of subsections (i) through
18)s

ib) A candidate exempted from the filing raquirements
of subsections {11 through (8) by subsection _[93(a) shall
file o notarized statement with the commissioner explaining
the basis of the claimed eéxemgtions This sfatement shauld be
Fil N ible and eust e File 1 t 15
days affer the elections”

Section 2. Section 23-478ly ReCeMe 1947y is amendad to
read as follows:

®23-4T8l. Campaign treasurer .and campaign depository
—o..exceplignse (1) €eehr Except as ‘provided in subsection
{1}» each candidate for nomination or election to office and
each political committee shall appoint one (1} campaign
treasurere No contribution shall be received or expenditure
made by or on behalf of a candidate or political committee
until the <candidate or political committee appoints a
campaign treasurer and certifies the name and address of ths
campaign treasurer pursuant to this sectione. The
certifications uaich shall include an organizational
statements properly acknowledged by a notary publice and

setting forth of the name and address of the campaign
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treasurer and all other officersy if anys of the political
committees shall be fited with the commissioner and the
appropriate county clerk and recorder as specified for the
filing of reports in section 23-4778.

{2) A campaign treasurer may appoint deputy campaign
treasurersy but not more than one (1) in each county in
which the campaign is conducted. fach <candidate and
political committee shall certify the full name and complete
address of the cawpaign treasurer and all deputy campaign
treasurers with the office with whom the candidate or the
political committee is required to file reportse

{3} Any campaign or deputy campaign treasurer
appointed pursuant to this section shall be a regqgistered
voter in this state. An individual may be appointed and
serve as 3 campaign treasurer of a candidate and a political
committee or two (2) or wore candidates and political
committees. A candidate wmay appoint himself as his own
campaign or deputy campaign treasurere. No individual may
serve as a campaign or deputy campaign treasurer or perform
any duty reguired of a campaign or deputy campaign trzasurzr
of a candidate or political committee wuntil he has been
designated and his name certified by the candidate or
political committees.

{4} Deputy campaign treasurers may exercise any of the

powers and duties of a campaign treasurer as set forth in
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this act when specifically authorized in writing to do so by
the campaign treasurer and the candidate in the case of a
candidates or the campaign treasurer and the chairman of the
political committee in the case of a political committez.

{5) A candidate or political committee may remove his
or its campaign or deputy campaign treasurere. The removal
of any treasurer or deputy treasurer shall immediately be
reported to the officer with whom the name of the campaign
treasurer was originally filed. In case of dzathe
resignations or removal of his or its campaign treasurer
before compliance with any obligation of a campaign
treasurer under this acty the candidate or political
committee shall appoint a successor and certify the name and
address of the successor as specified in subsection (1) of
this section.

(6) £=ch Except as provided ip subsection (TYs each
candidate and each political committee shall designate one
{1} primary campaign depository for the purpose of
depositing all contributions received and disbursing all
expenditures made by the candidate or political committee.
The candidate or political committee may also designate one
{1} secondary depository in each county in which an election
is held and in which the candidate or committee
participatese. Deputy campaigh treasurers may make deposits

in and make expenditures from secondary depositories when
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authorized to do so as provided in subsection {4} ~f =hi;
section. Only a bank authorized to transact business in
Montana may be designated as a campaign depositorye The
candidate or political committee shall file the mname and
address of each primary and secondary depository so
designated at the same time and with the same officer with
whom the candidate or committee files the name of his or its
campaign treasurer pursuant to subsection (1) of this
sections Nothing in this subsection shall prevent a
political committee or candidate from having more than one
campaign account in the same depositorye

1Ty Capdidates for those offices declared filled by
the city clerk or the county clerk and recorder need not
comply with the reéquirements of this section."

Section 3. Section 23-4783s ReLeMe 1947+ is amended to
read as follows:

"23-4783. Treasurar to kxeep records —— inspectionse
{1} Fhe-——campaign-—treasorer——of-—each——candidate-—and-esch
potiticat-—committee jphepever 3 campaign _treasurer s
reguireds _he shallt keep detailed accountss current within
not more than ten (10) days after the date of receiving a
cantribution or making an expenditurey of all contributions
received and all expenditures made by or on behalf of the
candidate or political committee that are required to b: set

forth in a statement filed under this actes
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(.} Accounts kept by the campaign treasurer of a
candidate or politizal committee way be inspected under
reasonable circumstances beforey durings or after tha
election to which the accounts refer by the campaign
treasurer of any opposing candidate or political committee
in the same electoral districte The right of inspection may
be enforced by appropriate writ issved by any court of
competent jurisdiction. The campaign treasurers of
political committces supporting a candidate may be joined
with the campaign treasurer of the candidate as respondents
in such a proceedinge

{3) Accounts kept by a campaign treasurer of a
candidate shall be preserved by the campaign treasurer for a
period coinciding with the term of office for which the
person was a candidate."

Section 4e seCtion 23-4T84y ReCaMe i94¥p is umended to
read as follows:

m23-4734. Petty cash funds alloweds {1} The campaign
treasurer for esth 3 candidate or political committee is
authorized to withdraw thz following amount each week from
the primary depository for the purpose of providing a petty
cash fund for the candidate or political committea:

{a) for all candidates for nomination or elaction on a
statewlde basis and all political committees coperating on a

statewide basiss one hunared dollars ($100) per wz2ekj and
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{b)} for all other candidates and political committeesy
twen+y dellars ($20) per weeke

(2) The petty cash fund may be spent for coffice
suppliess transportation expensess and other necessities in
an amourc of less than ten dollars {($10). Petty cash shall
not be used for the purchase of time,y, spacey ofr services
from any communications mediume.

Section S« Section 23—4786y ReCMe 1947y is amended to
rezad as follows:

"23-4T86. Powers and duties of the commissioners ¥Fhe
commissioner—shalti-exercise-the—foltowing-powers—and-perform
the--fot¥owing-—duties* (1) TYhe commissioner of campaign
finances and proviices shall be responsible Firn
invastigating all of the alleged viglations of the election
laws contained in Title 23y Ra.CeMa 947y and shall (X3
conjunction with the county attorneyssy be responsible for
enforcing all of the state's eclection lawse

(2) The commissioner shall select an appropriate staff
to enforce the provisions of Title 23s ReCaede 1947¢ and he
shall nave the power to hire and fire 211 personnel under
his supervisions

(3) Tne commissionar may hire or retain attorneys who

—-in-
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are properly licensed to practice hefore the supreme court
of the statz of Montana to prosecutz violations of Titl: £3,
ReCaMe 1947. Any property licensed attorney so retained or
hired shall exercis2 the powers of a special attsrney
general and he shall hawve the powar to prosecutes subject to
the control and supervision of the commissiener and the
provisions of section 23-4788+ any criminal or civil action
arising out of a violation of any provision of Title 23,
ReCeMa 1947, All prosecutions shall be brought in the state
district court for the county in which a violation has
occurred or in the district court for Ll=wis and Jlark
Countye The authority to prosecute as prescribed by this
saction includes the autharity to:

{a) institute proceedings for the arrest of persons
chargad with or reasonably suspected of criminal violations
of Title 23y ReleMa 1947;

{b) attend and give advice to a grand jury when cases
involving criminal viotations of Title 23+ ReleMe 1947y are
presentad;

{c) draw and file indictmentsy informationsy anag
criminal complaints;

[{d) prosecute all actions for the recovory of dz2btsy
finess penaltiess and forfeitures accruing to the stat2 or
county from persons convicted of violating Title 25+ ReCeMe

1947; and
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{e) do any other act necessary to successfully
prosecute a viotation of any provision of Title 23y RelLaMs
1947

{4) The commissioner shall prescribe forms for
statements and other information required to bz filed
pursuant to Title 23y ReCaMs 1947y and furnish forms and
appropriate information to persons raqguired to file
statements and information.

{3) The commissioner shall prepare and publish a
manuat prescribing a uniform system for accounts for use by
persons required to file statements pursuant to Title 23«
ReCoeMe 1947,

(6) The commissioner shall accept and file any
information voluntarily supplied that exceeds tha
requirements of Title 23y ReCoaMa 1947,

(7)) The commissioner shall prescribe the manna2r ain
which the county clerks and recorders shall receives file,
collates and maintain reports filed with them under Title
23y ReCoMa 1947

{8} The commissionar shall make statements and other
information filed with his office availabte for public
inspection 3and copying during reqular office hourss and make
copying factlities avaitable free of chorge or at a charge
not to zxceszd actual coste.

{9y The commissioner shall preserve statements and

-12-
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other information filed with his office for a period of ten
(10) years from date of receipt.

{10) The commissioner shalt prepare -ané puclish
summaries of the statements receiveds

{11) The commissioner shall prepare and publish such
other reports as he may deem appropriates

(12) The commissioner shall provide for wide public
dissemination of summaries and reportse

{13) The commissioner shall have the authority to
investigate all statements filed pursuant to the provisions
of Title 23s ReleMe 1947y and shall also investigate alleged
failures to file any statement or the alleged falsification
of any statement filed pursuant to the provisions of Title
23y ReCeMa 1947. Upon the submission of a written coaplaint
by any individuals the commissioner shall also investigate
any other alleged violation of the provisions of Titla 23,
ReCeMe 194Ty or any rule or regulation adopted pursuant
theretoes

{14) The commissioner shall promulgate and publish
rules and regulations to carry out the provisions of Title
23y RelCeMe 194Ty and shall promulgate such rules in
conformance with the Montana Administrative Procedure Acte.

{15) The commissios r .5all at «he close of each fiscal
year report to the legislature and the governor concerning

the action he has takens including the namese salariesy and
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duties of all individuals in his employ and the money he has
disbursede The commissioner shall also make further reports
on the matters within his jurisdiction as the Tegislature
may prescribe and shall also make recommendations for
further legislation as may appear desirable.

(18) The commissioner shall be responsibdle for
preparings administering and allocating the budget for his
office.

{17) The commissioner shall have the power to inspect
any recordss accounts or books that must be kept pursuant to
the provisions of Title 23y ReCaM. 1947y which are held by
any political committee or candidate so 1long as such
inspection is made during reasonable office hourse

{18) The commissioner shall have the power to issue
orders of noncompliance as prescribed by section 23-4787.

(19) The commissioner shall exercise all of the powers
conferred wupon him by this act or any other provision of
state law in any jurisdiction or political subdivision of
the states

{20) After receiving the Final campaign contribution
ang expenditure report filed as required by Title 23y ReloMe
1947 or _a statement _of exemption from the fjling
rgquirementss the commissioner shall inform the secretary
of states or the city or county cierk and r=corder that each

candidate who has been properly elected to any public office

—14-
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has filed his final contribution and expenditure report of
statement _of exemption from filing as specified in section
23-4778.

{21) The commissioner shall have the authority to
administer ocoaths and affirmationss subpoena witnessesy
compel their attendances take evidences and require the
production of any bookss paperss correspondencey memorandas
bank account statements of a political committee or
candidates or other records which are relevant or material
for the purpose of conducting any investigation pursuvant to
the provisions of Title 23¢ ReCoeMe 1947."

Section 6. Section 23-4792¢ ReCeMe 1947y is amended to
read as follows:

®23-4792. Certificates of election may be withheld. No
certificate of election shait . may be granted to any
candidate until his——po¥iticad—-treasurer——hos—-fited the
reports and statements that must be filed pursuant to the
provisions of Title 23v—ReEwMs—-194F are filed. No candidate
for an elective office may assume the powers and duties of
that office until he has received a certificate of election
as provided by lawe A certificate of election shall only be
issued by the public official responsible for issuing a
certificate or commission after receiving written assurance
from the commissioner that a candidate has fileg all of the

statements or reports that must be filed pursuant to the

-15~

provisions of Title 23y—RetwMs—134F."
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Objection Raised to

Adverse Committee Report

129
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A BILL FOR AN ACT ENTITLED: “AN ACT TO EXEMPT CANDIJATES

INTRQDUCED BY _

FOR LOCAL GOVERNMENT OFFICES AND CERTAIN OTHER LOCAL OFFICES
FROM THE FILING REQUIREMENTS OF SECTION 23-4778s ReleMs
1947T¢ AND THE CAMPAIGN TREASURER AND CAMPAIGN DEPDSITORY
REQUIREMENTS (OF SECTION 23-4T81+ RelCeMs 194Ty AND TQ PROVIDE
FOR PETTY CASH FUNDS FOR SUCH CANDIDATES; AMENDING SECTIONS
23-4778By 234781y 23-4783y 23-4I84y 23-4786y AND 23-4792,
ReCoMs 194T."™

Section le Section 23—4778s ReCeMe 1947y is amended to
read as follows:

®23-477T8« Reports of contributions and expenditures
required -— excdptionse (1) Fech Except as provided _in
subsection {91s each candidate and political committee shall
file periodic reports of contributions and expenditures made
by or on the behalf of a3 candidate or political committee.
A1l reports required by this section shall %e filed with the
commissioner and with the county clerk and recorder of the
county in which a candidate is a3 resident or the political
committee has its headquarterse Howevery where residency
within a districtes countys citys or town s not a

prerequisite for being a candidates copies of all reports

shall be filed with the county clerk and recorder of the
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county in which the election is to be helds or if the
election is to be held in more than one countys with the
clerk and recorder in the county that the commissioner shall
specifye

{2) In lieu of all contribution and expenditure
reports required by this acts the commissioner shall accept
copies of the reports filed by candidates for congress and
president of the United Statesy and their political
committeesy pursuant to the requirements of federal Jaw.

{3} Candidates for a state office Ffilled by a
statewide vote of all the wvoters of Montanae the political
committees for such candidatess and political committees
organizéd to support or oppose a statewide issuey shall file
reports:

{a} on the tenth day of March and Septembers in each
year that an election is to be heldy and on the fifteenth
and fifth days next preceding the date on which an election
is heldsy and within twenty-four {24) hours after receiving a
contribution of five hundred dollars (3500} or more at any
time after the last pre-election report;

{b} not mere than twenty {20) days after the date of
the election;

(c} on the tenth day of March and September of each
year following an election so long as there is an

unexpanded balance or an 2xpenditure deficit in a campaign
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account; and

{d) whenever a candidate or poltitical committee
fFinally closes its bookSe

{4) Candidates for a state district officee including
but not limited tos candidates for the legislatures public
sarvice commissions or district court judges their political
committeesy and political committees organized to support or
oppose district issuess shall file reports:

{a) on the tenth day next preceding the date on which
an election is helds and within twenty-four (24) nours after
receiving a contribution of one hundred dollars ($100) or
more at any time after the last pre-election report;

{b) not more than twenty (20) days after the date of
the election;

{c) whenever a candidate or political cosmittee
finally closes its bookse

(5) Esandidates Except as provided in subsection (9}s
candidates for any other public officey their political
committeessy and political committees organized to support or
oppose local issuese shall be required to file the reports
specified in subsection {4) only if the total amount of
contributions received or the total amount of funds expended
for an electiony excluding the filing fee paid by the
candidates exceed five hundred dollars ($500}).

{6) A¥l reports required by this section shall be

-3-
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complete as of the date prescribed by the commissioners
which shall not be less than five (5} or more than ten {10)
days pefore the date of filing as specified in subsactions
{2) through (5} of this sectione

{7} The commissioner shall adopt rules and regulations
that will permit political committeess including political
partiesy to file copies of a single comprehensive report
when they support or oppose wmore than one candidate or
issuee

{8) Reports filed under this section shall be filed to
cover the following time periods:

{(a) the initial report shall cover all contributions
received or expenditures made by a candidate or political
committee prior to the time that a person bacame a candidate
as defined in subsection {1} of section 23-477TT until the
date prescribed by the commissioner for the filing of the
appropriate initial report pursuant to subsections (2)
through {(5) of this section;

{b} subsequent periodic reports shall cover the period
of time from +the closing of the previous report to a date
prescribed by the commissioners which shall not be less than
five (5) days or more than ten {10) days before the date of
filing;

{c) final reports shall cover the period of time from

the last periodic report to the fimal closing of the books
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of the candidate or poltitical committees
by the city clerk or county clerk and recorder need oot
comply with the filing provisions of subsections (1} through
18)e

ib) A  candidate exempted from the filing raquiresents
of subsections (1) through {8} by subsectjon _(9}(a} shaill
file _a notarized statement with the commissioner explaining
the basis of the claimed exemptions This stdtémept should be
filed N ible an ist_be_ filed ng 1 )

) . aft X 1 . -
Section 2e Section 23-4781le ReCeMa 19474 is amended to

read as follows:

"23-4781. CLCampaign treasurer and campaign depository
—= _.exceptions. (1) FEech Except as prowided in subsection
(1)s each candidate for nomination or election to office and
each political committee shall appoint one (1) campaign
treasurers No contribution shall be received or expenditure
made by or on behalf of a candidate or political coamittee
until the candidate or political committee appoints a
campaign treasurer and certifies the name and address of the
campaign treasurer pursuant to this sactione The
certifications uﬁich shall include an organizational
statementy properly acknowledged by a notary publice and

setting forth of the name and address of the campaign
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treasurer and all other officersy if anys of the political
committeey shall be filed with the commissioner and the
appropriate county clerk and recorder as specified for the
filing of reports in section 23-4778.

{2} A campaign treasurer may appoint deputy campaign
treasurersy but not more than one (1} in each county in
which the campaign is conducted. Each candidate and
political committee shall certify the full name and complete
address of the campaign treasurer and all deputy campaign
treasurers with the office with whom the candidate or the
political committee is required to file reportsa.

{3} Any campaign or deputy campaign treasurer
appointea pursuant to this section shall be a registered
voter in this statee An Individual may be appointed and
serve as 3 campaign treasurer of a candidate and a political
cowmittee or two (2) or w®more candidates and political
committees, A candidate may appoint himself as his own
campaign or deputy campaign treasurers No individual may
serve as a campaign or deputy campaign treasurer or perform
any duty required of 3 campaign or deputy campaign treasurer
of a candidate or political committee until he has been
designated and his name certified by the candidate or
political committees

{4) Deputy campaign treasurers may exercise any of the

powers and duties of a campaign treasurer as set forth in

-5~
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this act when specifically authorized in writing to do so by
the campaign treasurer and the candidate in the case of a
candidatey or the campaign treasurer and the chairman of the
political committee in the case of a political committee.

{5} A candidate or golitical committee may remove his
or its campaign or deputy campaign treasurere. The removal
of any treasurer or deputy treasurer shall immediately be
reported to the officer with whom the name of the campaign
treasurer was originally filede In case of deathy
resignations or removal of his or its campaign treasurer
before compliance with any obligation of a campaign
treasurer under this acts the candidate or political
committee shall appoint a successor and certify the name and
address of the successor as specified in subsection (1) of
this sectione

(6) FEach [Except as provided in subsectiod (T)s each
candidate and each political committee shall designate one
{1) primary campaign depository for the purpose of
depositing all contributions received and disbursing all
expenditures made by the candidate or political committee.
The candidate or potitical committee may also designate one
(1) secondary depository in each county in which an election
is held and in which the candidate or committee
participatess Deputy campaign treasurers may make deposits

in and make expenditures from secondary despositories when
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authorized to do so as provided in subsection {4) of this
sectione Only a3 bank authorized to transact business in
Montana may be designated as a campaign depositorye The
candidate or political committee shall file the name and
address of each primary and secondary depository so
designated at the same time and with the same officer with
whom the candidate or committee files the name of his or its
campaign treasurer pursuant to subsection (1) of this
sectione Nothing in this subsection shall prevent a
political committee or candidate from having more than one
campaign account in the same depositorye.
the city clerk or the county cleri dnd recorder need pot
comply with the requirements Of this sectiode™

Section 3« Section 23-4783y ReCuMe 1947y is amended to
read as follows:

®23-4783. Treasurer to keep records -- inspectionse.
(1) Fhe—-—coampeign——treasurer——of——each——candidate-—-and—each
potiticeat——committee Mhenever 2 _campajgn _treasuyrer _is
requireds _he shall keep detailed accountss current within
not more than ten {10) days after the date of receiving 2
contribution or making an expenditures of all contributions

received and all expenditures made by or on behalf of the

candidate or political committee that are reguired to be set

forth in a statement filed under this acte

-8
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{2z} Accounts kept by the campaign treasurer of a
candidate or political committee may be inspected under
reasonable circumstances beforey durings or after the
election to which the accounts refer by the campaign
treasurer of any opposing candidate or political committee
in the same electoral districte The right of inspection may
be enforced by appropriate writ issued by any court of
competent jurisdiction. The campaign treasurers of
political committees supporting a candidate may be joined
with the campaign treasurer of the candidate as respondents
in such a proceedinges

{3) Accounts kept by a campaign treasurer of a
candidate shall be preserved by the campaign treasurer for a
period coinciding with the term of office for which the
person was a candidate«™

Section 4. Section 23-4T84y ReCoMe 1947, is amended to
read as follows:

"23-4784+ Petty cash funds allowede. (1) The campaign
treasurer for each 3 candidate or political committee is
authorized to withdraw tha following amount each week from
the primary depository for the purpose of providing a petty
cash fund for the candidate or political committee:

{a) for all candidates for nomination or elaction on a
statewide basis and all political committees operating on a

statewide basissy one hunared dolltars ($1C0} per wzek; and
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tb} for all>other candidates and political committeesy
twenty dollars ($20) per weeks

(2} The petty cash fund may be spent for office
suppliesy transportation expensess and other necessities in
an amount of less than ten dollars ($10). Petty cash shall
not be used for the purchase of times sSpaces or services
from any communications mediume
(11Cb)s and {2)s 3 candidate & sted fros th . P £
23-474) way waigtain 2 petty cash funds"

Section 5« Section 23-4786s ReCeMe 1947y is amended to
raad as follows:

"23-4T86« Powers and duties of the commissioners. ¥Fhe
eonmissioner—shatt—exercise—the-following-powers—and-perform
the——foltrowing——-dutiest (1) The commissioner of campaign
finances and practices shall be responsible for
investigating all of the alleged violations of the election
Taws contained in Title 234 ReCeMse 1947¢ and shall in
conjunction with the county attorneyse be responsible for
enforcing all of the state®s etection lawse

{2) The commissioner shall select an appropriate staff
to enforce the provisions of Title 23y ReCeMe 1947y and he
shall have the power to hire and fire all personnel under
his supervisions

(3Y The commissioner may hire or retain attorneys who

-10-
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are properly Jlicensed to practice before the supreme court
of the state of Montana to prosecute violations of Title 23,
ReleMe 1947« Any properly licensed attorney so retained or
hired shall exercise the powers of a special attorney
general and he shall have the power to prosecutasy subject to
the control and supervision of the commissioner and the
provisions of section 23-4788y any criminal or civil action
arising out of a violation of any provision of Title 23,
ReCoeMe 1947« All prosecutions shall be brought in the state
district court for the county in which a violation has
occurred or in the district court for Lewis and C(lark
Countye. The authority to prosecute as prescribed by this
section includes the authority to:

{a) institute proceadings for the arrest of persons
chargad with or reasonably suspected of criminal violations
of Title 23+ ReCeMe 1947;

{b) attend and give advice to a grand jury whan cases
involving criminal violations of Title 23y ReCsMa 1947+ are
presented;

{c) draw and file indictmentssy informationss and
criminal complaints;

{d) prosecute all actions for the recovery of debtsy
finess penaltiess and forfeitures accruing to the state or
county from persons convicted of violating Title 235 ReCeMe

1947; and
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(e} do any other act necessary to successfully
prosecute a violation of any provision of Title 23y ReCeMs
1947«

{4) The commissioner shall prescribe forms for
statements and other inforwmation required to be filed
pursuant to Title 23y ReLoMe 1947y and furnish forms and
appropriate information to persons required to file
statements and information.

{5) The commissioner shall prepare and publtish a
manuat prescribing a uniform system for accounts for use by
persons required to file statements pursuant to Title 23,
ReCeMe 1947

(6) The commissioner shall accept and file any
information votuntarily supplied that exceeds the
requirements of Title 239 ReCeMa 1947,

{7} The commissioner shall prescribe the manner in
which the county clerks and recorders shall receivey files
collates and maintain reports filted with them under Title
23y RaCeMe 1947a

(8) The commissioner shall make statements and other
information filed with his office available for public
inspection and copying during regular office hourss and make

copying facilities available free of charge or at a charge

not to exceed actual cost.

{9} The commissioner shall preserve statements and
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other information filed with his office for a period of ten
{10} years from date of receipte.

{10) The commissioner shall prepare and puclish
summaries of the statements received.

{11) The commissioner shall! prepare and publish such
other reports as he may deem appropriatee

{12} The commissioner shall provide for wide public
dissemination of summaries and reportse

(13} The commissioner shall have the authority to
investigate all statements filed pursuant to the provisions
of Title 23+ RaCeMa 1947y and shall also investigate alleged
failures to file any statement or the alleged falsification
of any statement filed pursuant to the provisions of Title
23s RueCeMe 1947« Upon the submission of a written complaint
by any individuals the commissioner shall also investigate
any other alleged violation of the provisions of Titla 23,
ReCeMe 194Ty or any rule or regulation adopted pursuant
thereto.

{14) The commissioner shall promulgate and pudbiish
rules and regulations to carry out the provisions of Title
23y ReCeMs 1947y and shall promulgate such rules in
conformance with the Montana Administrative Procedure Acte

{15) The commissioner shall at the close of each fiscal
year report to the legislature and the governor concerning

the action he has takens including the names, salariess and
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duties of 311 individuals in his employ and the money hes has
disbursedes The commissioner shall alsc make further reports
on the matters within his jurisdiction as the TJegislature
may prescribe and shall also make recommendations for
further legislation as may appear desirable.

£16) The commissioner shall be responsible for
preparings administering and allocating the budget for his
office.

{17) The commissioner shall have the power to inspect
any recordses accounts or books that must be kept pursuant to
the provisions of Title 23y ReCeMa 19475 which are held by
any political committee or candidate so long as such
inspection is made during reasonable office hourse.

{18) The commissioner shall have the power to issue
orders of noncompliance as prescribed by section 23-4787.

(19) The commissioner shall exercise all of the powers
conferred wupon him by this act or any other provision of
state law in any jurisdiction or political subdivision of
the statee.

(20) After vreceiving the final campaign contribution
and expenditure report filed as required by Title 23y RaCoeMe
1947 or g statement of  exemption _from _the filing
rgguirementsy the commissioner shall inform the secretary
of states or the city or county cilerk and r2corder that each

candidate who has been properly elected to any public office

— 14—



10

11

12

13

14

15

16

17

18

19

20

21

22

23

24

25

LC 0494/01

has filed his final contribution and expenditure report of
stategent of exemption from filing as specified in section
23-4778.

{21} The <commissioner shall have the authority to
administer oaths and affirmationsy subpoena witnessesy
compel their attendancey take evidences and require the
production of any bookse paperss correspondences memorandas
bank account statements of a political committee or
candidatey or other records which are relevant or material
for the purpose of conducting any investigation pursuant to
the provisions of Title 23¢ ReCoMe 1947."

Section 6« Section 23-4792¢ ReCaMe 19474 is amended to
read as follows:

?23-4792« Certificates of election may be withhelds No
certificate of election shal}¥ may be granted to any
candidate until his——-potiticot-——treasorer——has——€fited the
reports and statements that must be filed pursuant to the
provisions of Title 23y-ReCsMw—194F are_ filede No candidate
for an elective office may assume the powers and duties of
that office until he has received a certificate of election
as provided by lawe A certificate of election shall only be
issued by the public official responsible for issuing a
certificate or commission after receiving written assurance
from the commissioner that a candidate has filed all of the

statements or reports that must be filed pursuant to the

—-15-

provisions of Title 23y—ReCoeMzs—194F."

-End-
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