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o~nership so endoEsed and the certificate of registration, 

2 2 together vi th the inforiDation required 11nd =r ~* 53-107 • 

3 to the county treasurer, who shall forward the same to the 

II CHANGE ~ registrar~ and no certificate of ownership and certificate 

5 PERTOD FOR THE REGISTRATION OF "OTOR VEHICLES FROM 10 TO 20 5 of re,Jistr.~tion ~ lll: be issued by the registrar of 

6 D~YS AND TO CHANGE THE FIRE FOR F~ILORE TO COePLETE 6 11otor vehicles until the outstanding certificates are 

7 REGISTRATION DURING THE GRACE PE~IOD FRO~ A GRA~UATED SCALE 7 surrendered to that office or their loss establ1shed to his 

B TO A FilED FlfiE OF $15; AKERDING SECTIONS 53-109, 53-109.1, 8 reasonable satisfaction. Failure to aake such application 

9 53-109.q, AND 53-1117, R.C.e. 19117." 9 within the \iae p~a•iiei aeEeia shall sa&jee\ 20-day grace 

10 10 period subjects the transferee to a penalty of \ea ae£lars 

, 1 BR IT ENACTED BY THE LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF KOHTAMA: 11 f$19) ~las aae ael1aE f$1) ref! ea~ aaaitiaaal iay ia whieh 

12 Section 1. section 53-109, R.c.~. 1947, is amended to 12 

13 read as follows: 1l aellaf!& ($~§), saii ~The penalty i2 to be collected by 

111 "53-109. Transfer of title or interest. ;a+lll Upon a 14 the county treasurer at the ti•e of registrationT and i2 in 

15 transfer of any title or interest of an owner BE eweeE in or 15 addition to the fees otherwise provided by law. 

16 t~ a aotor vehicle registered under the provisions of this 16 ~ill In the event of a transfer by operation of law 

17 act as nereinbefore required, the person 9f! peES9JIS whose 17 of any title or interest of an owner of the legal title or 

18 title or interest is to be transferred shall write ~ ~is 18 owner in and to a aotor vehicle as upon inheritance, devise~ 

19 si<fea69£"B siqnatur~ with pen and in~ upon the certificate 19 or bequest. order in bankruptcy or insolvency, execution 

20 of ownership issued for such venicleT in the appropriate 20 sale, repossession upon default in the performance of the 

21 spac~ provided upon the reverse sile of such certificate, 21 terms of a lease or executory sales contract, or otherwise 

22 and such signature shall be acknowledged before a notary 22 than by voluntary act of the person whose title or interest 

2~ public. 23 is so transferred, the executor, adainistrator, receiver, 

211 ~lll Within tea {1Q) lQ_calfg32£ rlays thereafter, 24 truste~, sheriff or other r2presentative or successcr in 

25 the transferee shall forward both the cert1ficate of 25 inter~st of the person wbose title cc int~c~st is so 
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transferred shall forva~d to the registra~ of motor vehicles 

an application for registration in the fora required for arr 

original application for registration, together with a 

verified or certified stateaent of the transfer of such 

title or interest which statement shall set forth the reason 

for such involuntary transfer, the title or interest so 

transferred, the naae or naaes of the perscn or persons to 

vhoa such title or interest is to be transferred, the 

process of procedure effecting such transferL and such other 

inforaation as aay be requested by the registrar and vith 

such stateaent shall be furnished such evidence and 

instruaents as aay otherwise be required by lav to effect a 

transfer of legal or equitable title to or an interest in 

chattels as aay be required in such cases, and in the event 

the registrar shall be satisfied that such transfer is 

regular and that all foraalities as required by lav have 

been coaplied with, he shall causP to be sent to the owner, 

conditional sales vendors, lessors, aortgageesL and other 

lienors, as shown by his records notice ot sue~ iDtended 

transfer and thereafter, but not less than ~~5r days 

thereafter, shall register such aotor Y~hicle and shall 

issue a nev certificate of ownership and certificate of 

regist~ation to the person or petsons ~ntitled thereto. The 

notice herein required shall be d~eaed coaplied vita by 

deposit in the post office in Dee~ LoJge, ~ontana, such 
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notice postage prepaid, addressed to such person or persons 

at th~ respective addresses shown on his ~ecords. 

!il When the vehicle title that is involuntarily 

transferred is not registered in this state the frocedure 

set forth above aust be followed in auplying for a new 

certificate of ownership and certificate of registrat1on, 

but the registrar need not send notice of intended transfer 

and shall issue a nev certificate of ownership and a new 

certificate of registration to the person entitled thereto. 

12l In the event of the death of an owner of one or 

aore aotor vehicles andjor trailerv andjor se•itrailerT 

and/or trailer-house registered he~eunder and not exceeding 

the value of tea£ taaaeaai ~ellace ($4,000t, without leaving 

other property necessitating the procuring of letters of 

adainistration or letters testaaentary, then the survivin3 

husband or wife, or other heir, unless such prop~rty 1s by 

will otherwise bequeathed, aay secure transfer of the 

certificate of ownership and the certificate of registration 

of the deceased, in and to such motor vehicle in the naru~ ~f 

the surviving husband or wife or other heir, as aoove 

mentioned, upon filing with the registrar an affidavit of 

such person setting forth the fact of survivorship and ~he 

name and address of any other heirs and such other facts as 

are hereby •ade necessary to entitle the affiant to a 

transfer and there~pon the registrar is authorized to •ake 
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such transfer of the certificate of ownership and 

certificate of registration, subject to all contracts, 

leasPs, mortgages, or other liens as shown by his records. 

lfl Nothing in the foregoing subdivision of t~is 

section shall prevent any conditional sales vendor, 

mortgagee, or other lienor fro• assigning his interest or 

titl~ in or to a motor vehicle r~gistered under the 

provisions of this act to any other person vithout the 

consent of and without effecting the interest of the holder 

of the certificate of ownership and certificate of 

registration. Upon any conditional sales vendor, •ortgagee, 

or other lienor assigning his interest in any •otor vehicle 

registered under this act a copy ot such assign•ent aust be 

filed vith the registrar and record thereof made upcn his 

records. 

~111 Every person who transfers any •otor vehicle tc 

a junk dealer for the purpose of scrapping said vehicle 

shall so notify the registrar and deliver the certificate of 

ownership and certificate of registration to the registrar 

for cancellation." 

Section 2. Section 53-109.1, R.c.~. 19q7, is a•ended 

to read as follows: 

"53-109.1. Used motor vehicles-- transfer to and from 

dealers. The provisions of satiai?isiee (B) ef -s~ 

SJ-109Jlt shall not apply in the event of tne transfer of a 
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motor vehicle to a duly licensed auto•obile deale~ intending 

to resell such vehicle and who ope~ates the same only for 

demonstration purposes. In such cases, the dealer shall not 

be required to 

ownership or tor 

ownership of 

s.~lte application for a new certificate of 

registration during the period of his 

said vehicle, but upon his transter of 

o~nership thereof to a person other than a licensed motor 

vehicle dealer, the following acts shall be required of the 

dealer on or before the tiaes h~rein set forth: 

(1) Prior to his delivery of the vehicle to the 

purchaser, the dealer shall issue and affi% to the rear 

window of said vehicle a sticker in fora to be prescribed by 

the registrarT and containing the na•e and address of the 

purchaser, date of sale, name and address of the dealer, and 

a description of the vehicle, including its serial nu•ber. 

There shall be i•printed upon said sticker in bold letters 

the following stateaent: "IT IS UNLAWFUL TO PLACE LICENSE 

PLATES UPON THIS VEHICLE UNTIL REGISTERED AT THE OFFICE OF 

THE COUNTY TREASURER." One copy of said sticker shall be 

delivered by the dealer to the county treasure~ in the 

manner ~rescribed in subsectio~ (2) herecf, and a CD?Y sfiall 

be ~etained by the dealer for his file. 

(2) Within ~kEee (3• days f~llowing the date of 

jelivery of said vehicle, the dealer 3~•11 forward tn the 

county treasurer of tne county where the pu~chaser resides7 
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the certificate or o~nership and certificate of registration 

(if the saae are then in his possession), with an 

application for registration executed by the new owner in 

accordance vitb the provisions of seetiee 53-107, and a copy 

of tne sticker affixed to said vehicl~ by the dealer, and 

the registrar, upon receipt of said docuaents froa the 

county treasurer, together vith the conditional sales 

contract or other lien, if any, shall issue a new 

certificate of ownership and certificate of registration 

together with a state•ent of any conditional sales contract, 

aortgage, or other lien as provided in said seetiee 53-107. 

Trans•ission of said docuaents by the dealer to the county 

treasurer aay be accoaplisbed either by personal delivery or 

by first class aail, in which event they shall be deeaed to 

have been delivered at the tiae of •ailing. 

(3) If the dealer is unable to forward the certificate 

of ownership and/or certificate of registration within tbe 

tiae set forth in subsection (2) hereof, because the sa•e 

are lost, are in th~ possession of third parties, or are in 

process of reissuance in this state or elsewhere, be shall 

co•ply in all other res~ects with the pr~visions of ~ 

subdivision (2) and shall forwarrl th~ missing document or 

documents to the county treasurer, either personally or by 

first class •ail, within tk£e~ (Jr days after tbe1r receipt. 

Upon compliance by the dealer with the requirements set 
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forth in this section, title to said motor vehicle shall be 

d~emed to have passed to the purchaser as ot the date of the 

delivery of said vehicle to him by the doaler, and the 

dealer shall have no further liability or responsibility 

with respect to the processing of registration." 

Section 3. Section 53-109.4, R.c.~. 1947, is amended 

to read as follows: 

"53-109.4. Grace period -- penalty. Any purchaser of a 

new or used motor vehicle fro• a duly licensed motor vehicle 

dealer shall have the grace period of teft (1Q) 20 calenda£ 

days fro• the date of purchase to •ake application for 

registration and to obtain registration Flates, and it shall 

not be a violation of this chapter or any other law for such 

purchaser to operate such vehicle upon the streets and 

highways of this state without a certificate ~ 21 
registration and registration plates during the sai& tee 

that at all times during 

said period the sticker issued by the dealer at the time of 

purchase shall remain aifixed to said vehicle as provided in 

section 3 [ 53-109.1 ]. Failure to aake such application 

vitliin the tiae provided herein s!lall Slilojeet &.l!bi!1~;ts the 

purchaser to a penalty of tea aella£s ($1QI, plys eRe~ 

l$1) feF eaeh aaaitieaal aay ie whish saia •eaisle Ee•aias 

YBFetJisteFeoi, aet te emseeil tweaty fh•e iiell;u;s 1'~§1, aa-iQ 

$15. ~ penalty is to ba collected by the county treasurer 
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at the time of registration7 and is in addition to the fees !12· 
2 othervise provided by law." 2 The penalty shall be collected by the county trP.asurer at 

3 Section 4. section 51-147, R.c.~. 1947, is aaended to 3 the tiae of ~egistration7 and shall be in addition to the 

q read as follovs~ 4 fees otherwise provided by lav," 

5 "53-147, New registration required for transferred -End-

fi vehicle - grace period - penalty - display of ('roof of 

7 purchase, Except as otherwise provided herein, the new owner 

8 of the transferred aotor vehicle shall have the grace period 

9 of 20 calendar days froa the date of purchase to 

10 sake application and pay the registration fees and taxes as 

11 provided by see\\iea 53-114, as if the sa•e vas being 

12 registered for the first tiae in that registration year7 

13 U:D f t"L :W ;a;o;a:ooca. If the aotor vehicle vas not purchased froa a 

14 duly licensed aotor vehicle dealer as provided in this 

15 chapter, it shall not be a violation of this chapter or any 

16 other law for the purchaser to operate the vehicle upon the 

17 streets and highways of this state without a certificate of 

18 registration during the ~ !lQI a~ 20-dai period; 

19 provided, heve•ee, that at all tiaes during that period a 

20 bill of sale or other proof of purchase reciting the date of 

21 purchase shall be clearly displayed in the rear window oi 

22 the aotor vehicle at all tiaes. Failure to aake apflication 

23 within the tiae provided herein shall subject the purchaser 

2Q to a penalty of •ea aellaEe ($1QI 1 ~las eae ~ella£ ($ll fe~ 

25 -~~~ ~A~~~~~~~, ~~- ~- ~~~~~ tae Veaiele Fe•aiBS cava a U¥C&4A«& ~"1 &w ••z~3& 
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BOUSI BILL 10. 125 

IITRODOCED BJ WILDROI, UBDB, COOBTIEI, J. GOIDERSOI• 

PILRBR, LYBCH. COOlEY, KESSLER. UIDBRDIL. LCBI, ELLIS 

l BILL fOR AI ACT !ITITL!D: "II ACT TO CHIIGE THE GRICE 

PERIOD FOB TR! BEGISTRITIOI OF ROTOR VEHICLES PBOB 10 TO 20 

DliSi TO IITEID THE TIDE lLLOW!D FOR I D!lLIR TO FORI!JR 

RBGISTRttiOI PIPERS; liD TO CRAIG! THE FilE FOB FIILDBE TO 

C08PL!T! R!GISTRITIOB DORIIG THE GRICE PERIOD FROB I 

GRIDUIT!D SCILB TO I FliED Fill Of $15; IIEIDIIG SECTIOBS 

53-109. 53-109.1. 53-109·'• liD 53-1Q7. B.c.a. 19Q7.• 

BE IT EBICTED BJ THE LBGISLITURE OF THE STITB OF BOITIIl: 

section 1. Section 53-109. a.c.a. 1947. is aaend'd to 

read as £ollovs: 

"53-109. transfer of title or interest. ~111 Upon ·a 

transfer of any title or interest of an owner eE ewaeE in or 

to a aotor vehicle registered under the provisions of this 

act as hereinbefore required. the person ea pe&seas whose 

title or interest is to be transferred shall write ~ h!§ 

si~aa•~aes §is~~ vith pen and ink upon the certificate 

of ownership issued for such vebicl&y in the appropriate 

space proYided upon the reYerse side of such certificate, 

and such signature shall be acknowledged be£ore a notary 

public. 
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~Jll iitbin \ea 11Q) 10 calendar days thereafter. 

the transferee shall forward both the certificate of 

ownership so endorsed and the certificate of registration, 

together with the inforaation required under eee\iea 53-107, 

to the county treasurer. vho shall forward the saae to the 

registrar~ and no certificate of ownership aad certificate 

of registration ~ Ia1 be issued by the registrar of 

aotor vehicles until the outstanding certificates are 

surrendered to that office or their loss established to his 

reasonable satisfaction. Failure to aake such application 

vi thin the ~•• pae .. iei keEeia shall seh~ee\ 20-dat n:as;e 

period sqb1ects the transferee to a penalty of \ea iall&EB 

(I1Q) plW8 eae iellaE El1) lea eash aiii4iaaal iay ia v~ie~ 

aaii Yehiela E&aaiae aaEa~ia\eE&i• aea ae .. aeei ave&\f &i•e 

i.Sla£& fl~5) 0 aaii ~~penalty i! to be collected by 

the county treasurer at the tiae of registrationT and !§ in 

addition to the fees otherwise proYided by lav. 

~Jll In the event of a transfer by operation of lav 

of any t~tle or interest of an owner of the legal title or 

owner in and to a actor vehicle as upon inheritance. devise~ 

or bequest. order in bankruptcy or insolvency, esecotion 

sale, repossession upon default in the perforaance of the 

teras of a lease or e~ecutory sales contract, or cthervise 

than by voluntary act of the person vhose title or interest 

is so transferred. the executor. adainistrator. receiver. 

-2- HB 125 
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trustee, sheriff or other representative or successor in 

interest of the person vhose title cr iaterest is so 

transferred shall forward to the registrar of aotor 9ehicles 

aa application for registration in the fora required for an 

origiual application for registration, together with a 

verified or certified stateaent of the transfer of such 

title or interest vhich stateaent shall set forth the reasoo 

for such involuntary traasfer, the title or interest so 

transferred, the naae or na•es of the person or persons to 

whoa such title or interest is to he trauaferred, the 

process of procedure effecting such transfer£ and snch other 

inforaation as aay be requested by the r&gistrar and vith 

such stateaent shall be furnished such evidence and 

instru .. ats as aay otherwise be required by law to effect a 

trausfer of legal or equitable title to or an interest in 

chattels as aay be required in such cases, and in the event 

the registrar shall be satisfied that such transfer is 

regular and that all foraalities as required by law have 

been coaplied with, he shall cause to be seat to the owner, 

conditional sales vendors, lessors, aortqagees~ and other 

lienors, as shown by his records notice of such intended 

transfer and thereafter, bot not less than ~~ days 

thereafter, shall register such aotor vehicle and shall 

issue a new certificate of ownership and certificate of 

registration to the person or persons entitled thereto. The 

-3- DB 125 
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notice bereia required shall be deeaed coaplied vith by 

deposit in the post office in Deer Lodge, !ontana, such 

notice postage prepaid, addressed to such person or persons 

at the respectiwe addresses shown on his records. 

J!1 When the vehicle title that is involuntarily 

transferred is not registered in this state the procedure 

set forth above aust be followed in applying for a new 

certificate of ownership and certificate of registration, 

but the registrar need not send notice of intended transfer 

and shall issue a new certificate of ownership and a new 

certificate of reqistration to the person entitled thereto. 

11l In the event of the death of an owner of one or 

aore actor vehicles and/or trailer7 and/or seaitrailer7 

and;or trailer-bouse registered hereunder and not ezceediug 

without leaving 

other property necessitatinq the procuring of letters of 

adainistration or letters testaaentary, then the surviving 

husband or wife, or other heir, unless such property is by 

vill otherwise bequeathed, aay secure transfer of the 

certificate of ownership and tbe certificate of reqistration 

of the deceased, in and to such aotor vehicle in the naae of 

the surviving husband or wife or other heir, as above 

aentioned, upon filing with the registrar an affidavit of 

such person setting forth the fact of survivorship and the 

naae and address of any other heirs and such other facts as 

-II- Hll 125 
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are hereby aade necessary to entitle the affiant to a 

traasfer and thereupon the registrar is awtborized to aake 

such transfer of the certificate of ownership and 

certificate of reqistratioa, subject to all contracts, 

leases, aortgaqes, or other liens as shown by his records. 

~ Motbing in the foregoing subdiYision of this 

section shall prevent any conditional sales vendor, 

aortgagee, or other lienor froa assigning his interest or 

title in or to a aotor vehicle registered under the 

provisions of this act to any other person without the 

consent of and without effecting the interest of the holder 

of the certificate of ownership and certificate of 

registration. Upon any conditional sales vendor, aortgagee, 

or other lienor assigning his interest in any aotor Yehicle 

registered under this act a copy of such assignaent aust be 

filed vith the registrar and record thereof aade upon his 

records. 

~llt Every person who transfers any actor vehicle to 

a junk dealer for the purpose of scrapping said vehicle 

shall so notify the registrar and deliver the certificate of 

ownership and certificate of registration to the registrar 

for cancellation.• 

section 2. Section 53-109.1, R.C.!. 19117, is aaended 

to read as follows: 

"53-109.1. Used aotor Yehicles -- transfer to and froa 
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dealers. The provisions of eehii•iaiea (h) e€ eee4iea 

53-109Jll shall not apply in the event of the transfer of a 

aotor Yehicle to a duly licensed autoaobile dealer intending 

to resell such vehicle and who operates the saae only for 

deaonstration purposes. In such cases, the dealer shall not 

be required to aake application for a nev certificate of 

ownership or for registration during the period of his 

ownership of said Yehicle, but upon his transfer of 

ownership thereof to a person other than a licensed aotor 

Yehicle dealer, the following acts shall be required of the 

dealer on or before the tiaes herein set forth: 

(11 Prior to his deliYery of the vehicle to the 

purchaser, the dealer shall issue and affiz to the rear 

window of said vehicle a sticker in fora to be prescribed by 

the registrarT and containing the naae aad address of the 

purchaser, date of sale, naae and address of the dealer. and 

a description of the Yehicle, including its serial nuaber. 

There shall be iaprinted upon said sticker in bold letters 

the followi~g stateaent: •IT IS UILIIfUL TO PLACE LICEISE 

PLITES DPOI THIS JEHICL! DITIL REGISTERED IT THE OffiCE OP 

THE COORTY TREASURER.• One copy of said sticker shall be 

delivered by the dealer to the county treasurer in the 

aanner prescribed in subsection (2t hereof, and a copy shall 

be retaiaed by the dealer for his file. 

(2) lithin lhPea (~) 4 IOBKJI§ days following the date 

-6- BB 125 
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of delivery of said vehicle, the dealer shall forward to the 

county treasurer of the county where the purchaser resideSy 

the certificate of ownership and certificate of registration 

(if the saae are then in his possession), with an 

application for registration executed by the new owner in 

accordance vitb the provisions of &l!e\iea 53-107, and a copy 

of the sticker affized to said vehicle by the dealer. and 

the registrar. upon receipt of said docuaents froa the 

couty treasurer. together with the conditional sales 

contract or other lien. if any, shall . issue a new 

certificate of ownership and certificate of registration 

together with a stateaent of any conditional sales contract. 

aortgage. or other lien as provided in said ••--••• 53-107. 

Transaission of said docuaents by the dealer to the county 

treasurer aay be accoaplisbed either by personal delivery or 

by first class Bail, in which event they shall be deeaed to 

have been delivered at the tiae of aailing. 

(3) If the dealer is unable to forward the certificate 

of o11nership and/or certificate of registration within the 

tiae set forth in subsection (2) hereof, because the saae 

are lost, are in the possession of third parties, or are in 

process of reissuance in this state or elsewhere, be shall 

co•ply in all other respects with the provisions of ea*4 

subdivision (2) and shall forward the aissing docaaent or 

docaaents to the county treasurer, either personally or by 

-7- liB 125 

2 

3 

4 

5 

6 

7 

8 

9 

10 

11 

12 

13 

111 

15 

16 

17 

18 

19 

20 

21 

22 

23 

211 

25 

HB 0125/02 

first class aail, within thE&& (~ days after their receipt. 

Opon coapliance by the dealer vith the reqaire•ents set 

forth in this section, title to said actor Yehicle shall be 

deeaed to have passed to the purchaser as of the date of the 

deliwery of said vehicle to hi• by the dealer, and the 

dealer shall have no farther liability or responsibility 

vith respect to the processing of registration." 

section 3. Section 53-109.4, R.c.~. 19117, is a•ended 

to read as follows: 

•53-109.4. Grace period-- penalty. &ny purchaser of a 

nev or used aotor vehicle froa a daly licensed aotor Yebicle 

dealer shall bave the qrace period of •a• ( 1Qt 20 calepdaJ; 

days froa the date of purchase to aake application for 

registration and to obtain registration plates, and it shall 

not be a Yiolation of this chapter or any other law for such 

purchaser to operate such vehicle upon the streets and 

biqhways of this state without a certificate .. of 

registration and registration plates during the 

(111t by 1Q-<Iay period; provided that at all tiaes durinq 

said period the sticker issued by the dealer at the tiae of 

purchase shall reaain affixed to said Yehicle as provided in 

section 3 [53-109.1). Failure to Bake such aptlication 

vitbin the tiae provided herein shall sahjeat subjects the 

p.urcbaser to a penalty of tea delJ,n·a 1$Hl) • Ill&& eae della£ 

($1) feE eaeh addisieaal iay ia whish aaii wehiela £eRaiae 
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eaee!is4!ePei 1 ae' 4!e eaeeei ••ee4!y riYe iellaes f$~5) 1 eaii 

!1~ !&! penalty is to be collected by the county treasurer 

at the tiae of registrationy and !§ in additiou to the fees 

otherwise provided by law.• 

sectiou 4. section 53-147, R.c.a. 1947. is aaended to 

read as follo.s: 

•53-147. Rev registration required for trausferred 

vehicle grace period -- penalty -- display of proof of 

9 purchase. E~cept as otherwise provided herein. the new owner 

10 of the transferred aotor vehicle shall have the grace period 

11 of ••• 11Q) 20 ctleudtr days froa the date of purchase to 

12 aake applicatiou and pay the ~egistration fees and tases as 

13 provided by 53-114. as if the saae was being 

14 registered for the first tiae in that registratiou yeary 

15 aai 1 peeviiei~ I! the aotor vehicle vas not purchased froa a 

16 duly liceused aotor vehicle dealer as provided iu this 

17 chapter. it shall not be a violation of this chapter cr any 

1R other lav for the purchaser to operate the vehicle npou the 

19 streets and highways of tbis state without a certificate of 

20 

21 

registration during the 4!ea (1Q) tlay l2=.Ul. period; 

provided. )levevaEo that at all tiaes daring that period a 

22 bill of sale or other proof of purchase reciting the date of 

23 purchase shall be clearly displayed in the rear vindov of 

211 the voter vehicle at all tiaes. Pailure to aake application 

25 within the tiae provided herein shall subject the puxchaser 
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to a penalty of tea dellaEs (11Q) 1 plas eae 4ellaE (llJ rae 

eaee aidi,ieaal day ia whish ••• •ehiale eeaaiaa 

aaee!i•••Eei1 ••• \e e•eeei \eea4!y li•• iellaea (l~i, 112· 

The penalty shall be collected by the county treasurer at 

the tiae of registrationy and shall be in addition to the 

fees otherwise provided hy lav.• 

-End-
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March 2, 1977 

SENATE 
COMMITTEE OF THE WHOLE 

That House Bill No. 125 be amended as follows: 

1. Amend page 2, section l, line 10. 
Following: hsatisfaction.h 
Strike: hFailureh 
Insert: hWhen transfer is a licensed dealer, failure" 



4~th Legislature Hll 012~/04 

HOUSE BILL NO. 125 

2 INT~OOUCEO BY WALDRON, UHOEo COURTNEY, J. GUNDERSON, 

3 P~L~ERo LYNCH, COONEY, KESSLER, UNDERDAlo LORY, ElliS 

4 

5 A BILL FOR AN ACT ENTITlED: •AN ACT TO CHANGE THE GRACE 

6 PERIOD FOR THE REGISTRATION OF MOTOR VEHICLES FROM 10 TO 20 

7 DAYS; 10 EXTEND THE TIME ALLOWED FQR A QEALFR TO FORWARD 

!I REGISTRATION p~ ANO TO CHANGE THE FINE FOR FAILURE TO 

9 COMPLETE REGISTRATION DURING THE GRACE PERIOD FROM A 

10 GRADUArED SCAlE TO A FIXED FINE OF ~S ~; AMENDING 

11 SECTID~S 53-109, 53-1D9o1t 53-109o4o AND 53-147, RoCoMo 

12 1947.• 

13 

14 BE IT ENACTED BY THE LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE Of MONTANA: 

15 Section 1. Section 53-109, R.C.H. 1947, is amended to 

16 read as follows: 

17 "53-109. Transfer of title or interest. ~ftt~ Upon 3 

HI transfer of any title or interest of an owner ~~"~ in or 

19 to a motor vPhicle registered und~r the provisions of this 

20 act as hereinbefore reQuired, the person ~~-~er~cn~ whose 

21 title or interest is to be transferred shall writ~ ~ne+r ~ 

22 ~+qne~ttre~ s j !;mature with pen and ink upon the cert it icate 

23 of own~rship issued for such vehicle~ in the appropriate 

24 space orovided uoon the reverse side of such certificate, 

25 and such signature shall be ac~nowledoed ~efore a notary 

F I tl A L P R l N T l N G 

' 

HB D125/0lt 

public. 

l tbtLLl Within ~eft--t+&t 20 calendar days thereafter, 

3 the transferee shall forwara both the certificate of 

4 ownership so endorsed and the certificate of registration, 

5 together with the information required under ~eet+c" 53-107, 

b to the county treasurer, who shall forward the same to the 

7 registrar~ and no certificate of ownership and certificate 

B of registration ~a++ max be issued by the registrar of 

9 motor vehicles until the outstanding certificates are 

10 surrendered to that office or their loss established to his 

11 reasonable satisfaction. Fe+~re HHEH=-fRAN5f£ftSR==%5==A 

12 tH:fN5fi!-9flttffty=HH-!:tilf FA II liB E to make such app 1 i cation 

13 within the ~+~rev+ded~+ft-~~ sahjee~ 20-day gcace 

14 period subiects the transferee to a penalty of ~--de++er~ 

15 t*T&t--p+a~-~ne-d~++~r-~*T~-eeeh-edd+~+ene+-dey-+n-wh+eh 

16 ~e+d-veh+e+e-~~~-~"re~is~eredo~~-~e-e~~~~, ~lye 

11 de++er~-~•~tT-sft+d ~ ~ IhA penalty~ to be collected 

18 by the county treasurer at the time of registratioOT and ~ 

19 in addition to the fees otherwise provided by law. 

20 ~etLJi In the event of a transfer by operation of law 

21 of any title or interest of an owner of the leqal title or 

22 owner in and to a motor vehicle as upon inheritance, devise~ 

23 or beouest, order in bankruptcy or insolvency, execution 

24 sale, repossession upon default in the performance of the 

25 terms of a lease or executory sales contract, or otherwise 

ADOPTED BY -2-
HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 
AND SENATE 
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than by voluntary act of the person whose title or interest 

is so transferred, the executor, administrator, receiver, 

trustee, sheriff or other representative or successor in 

interest of the person whose title or interest is so 

transferred shall forward to the registrar of motor vehicles 

an application for registration in the form required for an 

original application for registration, together with a 

verified or certified state•ent of the transfer of such 

title or interest which statement shall set forth the reason 

for such involuntary transfer, the title or interest so 

transferred, the naae or na.es of the person or persons to 

whom such title or interest is to be transferred, the 

process of procedure effecting such transfer~ and such other 

infor.ation as may be requested by the registrar and with 

such statement shall be furnished such evidence and 

instruments as may otherwise be required by law to effect a 

transfer of legal or equitable title to or an interest in 

chattels as may be required in such cases, and in the event 

the registrar shall be satisfied that such transfer is 

regular and that all formalities as required by law have 

been complied with, he shall cause to be sent to the owner, 

conditional sales vendors, lessors, .ortqagees~ and other 

lienorso as shown by his records notice of such Intended 

transfer and thereafter• but not less than ~~-t5t days 

thereafter, shall register such motor vehicle and shall 
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issue a new certificate of ownership and certificate of 

registration to the person or persons entitled thereto. The 

notice herein required shall be deemed complied with by 

deposit in the post office in Oeer lodge. Montana. such 

notice postage prepaid• addressed to such person or persons 

at the respective addresses shown on his records. 

Lii When the vehicle title that is involuntarily 

transferred is not registered in this state the procedure 

set forth above must be followed in applying for a new 

certificate of ownership and certificate of registration. 

but the registrar need not send notice of intended transfer 

and shall issue a new certificate of ownership and a new 

certificate of registration to the person entitled thereto. 

~ In the event of the death of an owner of one or 

more motor vehicles andfor trailery and;or se~itrailery 

and/or trailer-house registered hereunder and not exceeding 

the value of ~oH~-~noH~eftd-de++er~-tS4,000t• without leaving 

other prooerty necessitating the procuring of letters of 

administration or letters testamentary, then the surviving 

husband or wife, or other heir, unless such property is by 

will otherwise bequeathed, may secure transfer of the 

certificate of ownership and the certificate of reoistration 

of the deceased• in and to such motor vehic1e in the nane of 

the surviving husband or wife or other heir• as above 

mentioned, upon filing with the registrar an affidavit of 
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such person setting forth the fact of survivorship and the 

name and address of any other heirs and such other facts as 

are hereby made oecess~ry to entitle the affiant to a 

transfer and t~reupon the registrar is authorized to make 

such transf.,r of the certificate of ownership and 

certificate of registration, subject to all contracts, 

leases, mortgages, or other liens as shown by his records. 

~ Nothing in the foregoing subdivision of this 

section shall prevent any conditional sales vendor, 

•ortgagee, or other lienor fro• assigning his interest or 

title in or to a motor vehicle registered under the 

provisions of this act to any other per~on without the 

consent of and without effecting the interest of the holder 

of the certificate of mmersh i p and cert if I c"ate of 

registration. Upon any conditional sales vendor, mortgagee, 

or other 1 ienor assigning his interest in any motor vehicle 

registered under this act a copy of such assignment must be 

filed with the reqistrar and record thereof made upon his 

ro~cor ds. 

tdtLli Every person who transfers any motor vehicle to 

a junk dealer for the purpose of scrapping said vehicle 

shall so notify the registrar and deliver the certificate of 

ownership and certificate of registration to the registrar 

tor cancellation.• 

Section 2. Section 53-109.1, RoCoHo 1947, is amended 
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to read as follows: 

•53-109.1. Used rotor vehicles -- transfer to and from 

dealers. The provisions of ~d+¥~eft--tht--of--~e~+eft 

53-109~ shall not apply in the event of the transfer of a 

motor vehicle to a duly licensed automobile dealer intending 

to resell such vehicle and who operates the sa.a only for 

demonstration purposes. In such cases, the dealer shall not 

be required to make application for a new certificate of 

ownership 

ownership 

or 

of 

for 

said 

registration during 

vehicle, but upon 

the 

his 

period of his 

transfer of 

ownership thereof to a person other than a licensed motor 

vehicle dealer, the following acts shall be required of the 

dealer on or before the ti•es herein set forth: 

(1) Prior to his delivery of the vehicle to the 

purchaser, the dealer shall issue and affix to the rear 

window of said vehicle a sticker in form to be prescribed by 

the registrary and containing the name and address of the 

purchaser, date of sale, name and address of the dealer, and 

a description of the vehicle• including its serial number. 

There shall be imprinted upon said sticker in bold letters 

the following statement: •IT IS UNLAWFUL TO PLACE LICENSE 

PLATES UPON THIS VEHICLE UNTIL REGIST~RED AT THE OFFICE OF 

THE COUNTY TREASURER.• One copy of said sticker shall be 

deliv~red by the dealer to the county treasurer in the 

manner prescribed in subsection (2) hereof• and a copy shall 
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be ~etained by the dealer fo~ his file. 

(2) Within ~ee-t~ 4 WORKING days following the date 

of delivery of said vehicle, the dealer shall forwa~d to the 

county t~easure~ of the county whe~e the pu~chaser resides~ 

the ce~tificate of ownership and ce~tificate of registration 

1 if the same are then in his possession)• with an 

application for registration executed by the new owner in 

acco~dance with the provisions of ~e~ 53-107, and a copy 

of the sticker affixed to said vehicle by the dealero and 

the ~egistraro upon receipt of said documents from the 

county treasurer, toqether with the conditional sales 

contract or other lien, if any, shall issue a hew 

certificate of ownership and certificate of registration 

together with a statement of any conditional sales contract, 

~ortgage, or other lien as provided in said seetlen 53-107. 

Transmission of said documents by the dealer to the county 

treasure~ may be accomplished either by personal delive~y or 

by first class mailo in which event they shall be deeped to 

have been delivered at the ti.e of mailing. 

(3) If the dealer is unable to fo~ward the certificate 

of ownership andtor certificate of registration within the 

time set forth in subsection (2) hereofo because the same 

are losto are in the possession of third parties, or are in 

process of reissuance In this state or elsewhere, he shall 

comply in all othe~ respects with the p~ovisions of ~e+d 
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subdivision (2) and shall forward the missing document or 

documents to the county treasurer, either personally or by 

fi~st class mail, within ~~t3t days after thei~ ~eceipt. 

Upon compl lance by the dealer with the ~equirements set 

fo~th in this section, title to said mota~ vehicle shall be 

deemed to have passed to the purchase~ as of the date of the 

delivery of said vehicle to hi~ by the deale~. and the 

deale~ shall have no further liability or ~esponsibility 

with respect to the processing of registration.• 

Section 3. Section 53-109e'to R.c.H. 19't7, is amended 

to ~ead as follows: 

•53-ld9.'t. Grace period -- penalty. Any purchaser of a 

new or used Moto~ vehicle from a duly licensed Motor vehicle 

dealer shall have the grace period of ~~t~et 20 calendar 

days fro. the date of purchase to make application for 

registration and to obtain registration plates, and it shall 

not be a violation of this chapter or any other law fo~ such 

purchaser to operate such vehicle upon the stteets and 

highways of this state without a certificate e~ Qf 

registration and re~istration plates during the ~e+d--~ft 

t+9t--dey ~ period; provided that at all times during 

said pe~iod the sticker issued by the dealer at the time of 

purchase shall remain affixed to said vehicle as provided in 

section 3 (53-109.1]. Failu~e to make such application 

within the tl•e provided he~ein ~+~s~je~ ~~ the 
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pu~chaser to a penalty of ~++e~,-tS+BtT-p+us-efte-de++e~ 

tSrt--fe~--eee~-edd+~+eft&t-dey-ift whieh~d-veh+e+e-~eMe+"' 

Uft~~'te~dy-ft&t-~-~d~~+ve-de+~f*l§tv--~ 

:tJ:.2 .lJ..ll... Ibe. penalty ~ to be collected by the county 

treasurer at ~he time of registration• and~ in addition to 

the fees otherwise provided by law.• 

Section 4• Section 53-147, R.c.H. 1947o is amended to 

read as follows: 

•53-147. New registration required for transferred 

10 vehicle-- grace period-- penalty-- display of proof of 

11 purchase. Except as otherwise provided hereino the new owner 

12 of the transferred motor vehicle shall have the grace period 

13 of teft--t~et zo calendar days fro• the date of purchase to 

14 make application and pay the registration fees and taxes as 

15 provided by 'eet+&ft 53-114• as if the saMe was being 

16 registered for the first ti.a in that reaistration yearv 

17 endv-p~ev+ded& ~the motor vehicle was not purchased fro• a 

18 duly 1 icensed ~tor vehicle dealer as provided in this 

19 chapter, it shall not be a violation of this chapter or any 

20 other law for the purchaser to operate the vehicle upon the 

21 streets 3nd highways of this stat~ without a certificate of 

l2 registration during the ~,_-t~Bt--dey ~ period; 

23 provided, ftewev~ that at all times during that period a 

24 bill of sale or other proof of purchas~ reciting the date of 

£5 purchase shall be clearly displayed in t!1e rear window of 
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the wotor vehicle at all times. Failure to .ake application 

within the tiae provided herein shall subject the purchaser 

to a penalty of 't'en-doHe-rs-t*~-&tY-phrs-ene-de++--tHt--fiw 

eaeh---add+t+on&t---dey---+n---wft+eft---tfte--veh+~e--re.eTfts 

,.nregHioe~v-net-~e-etteeed-twent f f+Ye--cto++-~5t ~ 

~· The penalty shall be collected by the county treasurer 

at the ti•e of registration• and shall be in addition to the 

fees otherwise provided by law.• 

-End-
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