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O''UCE 0 dY INTR ~ _t/_E__ Jl4 ~~~--~.,.; 

A BILL FOR AN ACT ENTITLED: "AN ACT RE~OVING BARRIERS TO 

~1ME EFFICIENT DELIVERY Df FOREST FIRE PRJTECTI1N SERVICES 

T~ ~ONTANA"S FOREST AND FARM RESOURCES BY SIMPLIFYING THE 

~ORf~T FIRE ASSESSMENT SYSTEM, EXPANDl~G THE R~SP~~SIBILITV 

AND AUTH~RITY OF COUNTIES IN PRQVIOING PROTECTION FOR FOREST 

AND FARM RESOURCES, AND CLARIFYING STATUTES RELATING TU 

F I REWARDENS; AMENDING SECTIONS 28-103, 28-105, 28-106, 

28-109, 28-110, 28-111, 2B-114t 28-117, 28-118, 28-122, 

2 8-129. 28-601, 28-602, 28-603, 81-1411, 81-1412t AND 

81-1415, R.C.Mo 1947; AND REPEALING SECTIONS 28-125t 28-128• 

AMU 28-604 9 R.C.M. 1947." 

BE IT ENACTED BY THE LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF MONTANA: 

Section 1. Section 2B-1J3, R.c.M. 1947, is am~nded to 

r~ao ,"'S foliows: 

•tz8-103. DefinitiJns. Unless the context requi~~s 

0~h;r~ise~ in this chapter: 

(l) ••forest land" m~ans land ~hich has ~nough ti~b2r, 

st2ndin~ or dawn, slasht or brush, to constitute in the 

judgment of the boe~d department a fire menace to lif2 or 

property; grds5land and a~ricultural ar~as are included when 

those dr~as are int~rmingled with or contiguous to are~s of 
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forest lnnd. 

2 (~) "Lands" for conservation purposes means all forest 

3 lands within this state which are officially classified by 

4 the bo~~d ~~maDL as forest lands +~-eeeord~nee-M+~h 

5 ~ee~+on-~e-le~-tbt yoder 28-106. 

5 (3) "Forest f i re• means a fire bu,.-n i n:J uncont ..-o 11 _~d on 

7 f or~st l dnds. 

8 (4} "Organized forest fire protection district" means 

9 a definite forest land area, the boundaries of which ara 

10 fixed, and wherein forest fire protection is provided 

11 through the medium of an agency recognized by the board. 

12 (5} "Recognized agency• means an agency rep~e~~t+n9 

13 owners--of--forest--+ond~-+n--an--orgen+~~d---fore~t---f+re 

14 ~roteet+oH--d+str+et~ organized for the purpose of providing 

1'> forest fire protection +n-th~-~+str+e~ and recogniz2d by th~ 

16 board as ~iving adequate fire protection to forest lands in 

17 accordance with rules adopted by the board. •-p~b++e-o~e~ey 

1' odm+n+~ter+ng--end--proteet+ng--fore~~--+ends--moy--o+~~--be 

19 ~eeo9~~t~ri-hy-~~~-bo~rd-e~-5ueh-en-e~eney• 

~J ( 6) hForest fjre se3son" means th~ perjod of eoch yea~ 

21 b,o ... ; inn in·:' oo~ ,Y1.1y .f0-1--f'"~t. 1 and endi n~, on Sept.~mn.·_r -t.fl-1-t"'-e+~t:-ft 

22 2Q9 inclusive; however~ in the ev~nt of ~xc2ssiv2 or ~rPat 

23 fire dangPr, this period may b~ expanded when in th~ 

24 jud~;ment of the departm~nt dangerous fire conditi~llS exist. 

2S ~hen :~xpand~d, th~ de~Jartn1~nt shall give public notic~. 
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(7) "Forest fire protection" means the work of 

prevention, detection~ and suppression of forest fires ~ 

includes trajaing_regyired to perform those fu~~· 

tSt--ap~o~Pettoft--roft~•-meaft~-e-b,oed-o,ee-wttfttft-whteh 

the-+o~~ot-ft~P-p~o~ee~+Oft-eoo~s-o~~-opp~o~tm~te~y-the-oemew 

P~oteettaft-rOftes-she4~-be-destgfte~ed-by-thp-~epertmeftty-wttft 

the-epp~•e+-of-the-boer~ 

t9tLai •conservationY ~eans the protection and wise 

use of forest, forest range, forest water, and forest soil 

resources in keeping with the common welfare of the people 

of this state. 

t~9tL2i "Owner" means the person, firm, association~ 

or corporation having the actual, beneficial ownership of 

forest IandT or timbery other than an easement, ~tght-of-way 

right of way. or mine~al reservation. 

t~ttLlQl "Board" means the board of natural resources 

and conservation, provided for in section BZA-150~. 

t+>!tilll •oepart111ent"'' means the department of natural 

resources and conservation, provi~ed for in Title B2At 

c.hapt.:ar- 15." 

~ection 2. Section 28-105, R.C.M. 1947, is amended to 

read as follows: 

"28-105. Powers of beard. The board may: 

t~t--e+esstfy--tfte--foreot--teftd-ereos-of-the-stete-for 

wh+e~--eon~erY8tton--end--r~~e---~ro~~~t+on-~-m@8SH~s---~e 
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r~esoftobty-reqa+rPdy-efte-efteftgp-or-modtfT-tft~-etosstfteot+~ 

f'om-t+me-to-t+m~-os-tft-tts-judgm~~-+s-prop~rw 

ti'tl.ll Cn•ate organizBd forest fir{; prote::. t- ion 

(listricts. jefore a dist:.rict is cre~ted~ ~-h~ buurd sh !ll 

h~ld a h~aring in any county in which the propos~d district 

or a part thereof is included and the department sh31l iv~ 

notice of the hearing at least tweftty-t2ot days in adv.~nc2 

thereof to all owners to be affected by the proJosed 

district. Service of the notice may be made by reJister~d 

or certified ~ail or by publication in a newspaper published 

in the county in which the hearing is to be heldy o~d ~ 

if no newspaper is published in the county~ then in a 

newspaper having a general circulation therein. A forest 

fire protection district may not be created unless approveJ 

in writing by vote of not less than ftf~y-Ofte-p~r-e~ftt-t5l~t 

of the owners representinJ at least f+fty-~p-p~r-e~nt-t51%t 

of the acre.>ge ~o be involved in the proposea forest fire 

protection district. 

t3t.Lll Adopt and enforce through the department 

reasonnble rules for the purpose of enforcing ancl 

accomplishing tha provisions and purposes of this cha?ter; 

however, these rules may not conflict with the powers of the 

board of land commission2rs.• 

Section 3. Section 26-106, R.C.Mo l947t is amended to 

read as follows: 
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"28-106. Powers and duties of department. (1) The 

department may give technical and practical advice to--the 

fa~ee~s--o+--the--~~ft~e concerning forest, ~anga, water, and 

soil conservation and the establishment and maintenance of 

woodlots, windbreaks1 end-~he~ter~. ~~~~1 £QQ_fQL~ 

f.lr!L.IU-21~2fl~ 

(2) ThP de[>ilrtment may provide for forest fir~ 

protection of any forest lands through the aepartment or by 

contract or any other feasible ~eans, in cooperation with 

any federal, state, or other recognized agency. 

Ul-~~a.tlJnlmL.JltilX class i fy_t.lliL.fQLiUiLllilll areas 

.2L___t_b!L_:L!dll~___f_g_[__lllhi.J;.h_ conservat jon and f j re JlL!l~l.gn 

measures ~reasonably regYlred and~ or modify ~ 

~La~~_fL.Qm time tQ time as jn its judgment is 

J2r..21l..i!Lo. 

t3t~ The department shall cooperate with all public 

and other agencies in the developm~nt, protection, and 

co•~serva~ion of the forest, range, and Wdt~r resourc~; in 

tt,is state. 

.L2l_!'iJ2nfJLLest I ands ~d i mprOlll:!lliHlt.Llllil..lL~~jQ 

1»'--tlliL~~~.Ii!hen requested b)' the 1 andormer aL_~ 

g~~~_t~epartment. 

t~tL21 The depart•ent shall assist the department of 

st~te lands in the ~ratection, economic dev2lopment, and use 

of th~ state forests and forest land held by the stdte for 
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the purposes and benefic of the common schools and state 

institutions." 

Section 4. Section 28-109, R.C.M. 1947, is a~ended to 

read as follows: 

"28-10~. Duty of owner of classified for?st land. f~t 

An owner of forest land classified as such by the board 

j~1m~ shall protect ~gainst the stdrtir.~ ar existr,ncey 

and suppress the spreadT of fire on that landL durTng--th~ 

+tt~~--f'erTod-M-.,eeh-f'or.,~-f'Tre-,....,,..,.,. This protection and 

suppression shall be in conformity with reasonable rules and 

standards for adequate fire protection adopted by the board • 

If the owner does not provide for the protection and 

suppression, the depart•ent may provide ity at a cost to the 

landowner of not more than "'Tx~.,~n-eent,.-ttb~t ~~ per 

acre per year f'or-~+o~~-t-~ond-ond-ftot-more-tnen-f'Tve--eent~ 

t5~t--f'er--oere--f'er--,eor--+or--e+o~,.-tt-+o"d~-Tn-the-ev~t 

thereofT-t~ ~O.Q.t_~~han $6 per_Q.II[fl~er year in each 

2rotectiou_ii~cl~~ ~ owner of the land shall pay to the 

county tr~asu rer of the county in which the 1 and is situ, ·t~d 

th£ charg~ for the same dpproved by the d~pJrtment, tn 

accordanc2 ~ith this chapt~r. No other charges may b~ 

assessed those l3ndowners partjcipatinq, excepL in cases of 

proven negligence on the part of the landowner or his agent. 

t~t--fne-fore~t-~o~-of-Monteno-~hat~-bp-~~~~"'~f~ed-f'o~ 

p~otee~~oft-~"d-e~~e~~meft~-p~rpo~~-e~-fel+o•~* 
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tet--E+e~~-£-~eftd+-+o~e~~--i-end-~~tme~+-i-y--~+~eb-i-e--+&r 

~~oeae~ton-~-~+mbe~~-end-+e~e~~--i-eftd-~~tme~t+y-~at~ebte-+~ 

jo+n~-a~e-~~~~+•be~-p~odae~ton-eftd-~he-g~er+ng-e+-++~e~~oek 

6~--e-p~raefteft~-o~-sem~~~r•sneft~-jo~"~-u~e-O¥-e~-~-~~mpnre~y 

jo+n~--a~e--da~+ng---~he---tn~e~e---be~ween---+oggtng---~d 

re~or~~~~~+on• 

fbt--e-i-o~~---£+--band+---i-end~--p~+•e~++y--~a+~~b+e--+&r 

g~or+ng--or---o~her---eg~e~ere+---p~po~e~y---wh+eh---e~ 

tn~e~•fftgTed--w+~h--&r--eon~+guou~-te-~he-+end-de~e~+bed-fft 

~Hh~eetton·-tot-ebe~e• 

tet--C+a~~--f££-~+--'1-~~--p~~e~+-i-y--~ut~te--+&r 

g~-+~---~he~-l!lgf'feu+i:u~ei--pa~p~e~~-i-nei-ueii-ftg-~~,.ue~ttf'e~ 

end---+.p~yeaen~y---•h+eh---are--w+~tt+n--~he--+~~~-++~ 

P"~ee~foft-ereos-ba~-do-no~-mee~-~~-de~e+Ted-de++n+~on~-~ 

+end~-de~e~+bed-+ft-sab~e~on-fbt--eboYe•--fh~e--+ends--•oy 

on+y--be--'1-i-~~ed-fof'-peyment-wheft-~~qtte~~ed-by-~he-+eftdown~ 

e~-~e~e~-d~e,.•+~d-by-~he-depo~~•en~-end-~het+-be-~ttbm+~~d 

~e-~he-eounty-e~~e~or-+o~--eo++eet+on--end--d~o~~i-on--~ 

p~cYtl!led-+n-~eet+cn-~5-tTi•" 

Section 5. Section 28-110, R.c.M. 1947r is amend~d to 

read as follows: 

M28-110. What constitutes compl lance. (1) An owner of 

Ete~~-+-o~+e~~-f+ forest lands within an organized forest 

f~ protection district, while a member ofy or while 

pnrticipating in a reco~nized agency for forest protection~ 
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shall be considered to have fully complied with the 

r',qu i rements of ~ee~+- 23-109. 

(2) In establishing boundaries 

fi,.-e protection districts covering 

forest 1 a nos, may for 

of organized furest 

c+~~~--~--or-c+e~~-ff 

the ;.urpose of 

administrative 

th"' board 

convenience designate ~3l!I~T--p+~e++ne~y 

~treem~y-~-et~e~ recognizable landmarks as boundaries.K 

Section 6. Section 28-lllr R.c.M. 1947• is amended to 

read as follows: 

"28-111. Determination of costs of fire protection-­

certification-~ tax levy. 11} The department shall prepare 

e-f+~-pP~eeti-on an annual operation asses~ plan f~ 

~he-cppre~e+-c+-the-bo~d in vhich fire protection costs +c~ 

eeeh---e+~~+++e~~en---w+~h+n---eeeh--p~e~ee~+o3--~ene are 

determined. ~he-boe~d-~h~+-i--e~~eb+~h--~he--~n--ef--~he 

p+ennee--ft~e-~re~ee~ton-ee~~~-te-be-berne-hy-~he-~~etey-~nd 

the-~e~~i-en-to-he-berne-by-~he-own~~-o+--e+e~~+++ed--+ere~t 

+end. The department shall request the legislature to 

appropriate the state•s portion ~t_tn~ e~--e~p~eYed--by 

the---board. After the appropriation is made by the 

1 egis l.ature. the department shall c~use an assessment t' be 

made on the owners of classified forest land, as specified 

in ~~e~tcn 28-109• sufficient to bring the total emount 

received to the amount spacified in the approved plan. 

(2) On or before the second Tuesday in Au•,ust of each 
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year, ~~e-d~pe~~meft~-s~el+-de~e~Mffte-~he-"emes-o+-e++-owne~~ 

w~o-~o•e-+e++ee-~o-~oYfde-the-+o~es~--ff~e--p~o~ee~+on--fo~ 

t~ef~--+onds--~eqdf~ed--by--t~+s-~ehep~ery-tog~~er-w+t~-~he 

dese~fp~fon-o+-the-+onds-ond-~heir--eeree~--end--eo+eD+ate 

~he--~o~ol--e.oDftt-dDe-to-~~e-depe~tment-+~~-eoe~-owne~-+o~ 

+o~~t-++~e-p~oteet+ony-wh+e~--emottn~--mey--no~--exeeed--tfte 

me~+m~m-~p~e~~+ed-+n-~~e~fo~-~8-~eq. 

t~t--~e ~ depart~ent shall certify in writing to the 

county assessor of each county the names of th9S~ owners of 

forest lands in his county, together with a description of 

their lands and a statement of the amount found to be ~ue 

and owing by each of the owners to the department for forest 

fire protection. 

121- All payments regujred o~~~_Qf_fQ~~ands by 

this 'hapter are gsSess~erttS for tleOefits actually recejyed 

~¥-those owners jn the pro~ign_2[_~L_la~_and_are not 

d tax upon the property gf such owners. 

(4) Upon receiving the certificate from the department 

showin~ the a~ount aue, the county assessor shall extend the 

amounts upon th~ county tax roll~ covering the lands, and 

the sums shall become obligations of the owner to be ~~id 

and collected in the same manner and at the sa1ne tim~ and 

with like penalties as general state and county taxes upon 

the same ~roperty are c~llected. All sums collecteo shall be 

promptly t~en~mftted--to--~he--~tete--~~eos~~ery--who-~h~t 
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~e~o~ft-t~em ~1£~ in the federal and private grant 

clear-~nce funa f()r distrii>ut.ion in accorddnce with ~~e't--i-o-n 

28-l24o M 

Section 7. Section 28-114 9 R.C.H. 1947, is amended to 

read as follows: 

"lB-114. Permit for burning required. During the 

forest fire season or an axpansion thereof~ a ~~rson may no~ 

ignite or set a forest fire, slash burning fire, land 

clearing fi~e, debris burnin3 fire, or an open firey within 

forest lands" without an of.ficial written permit to ignite 

or set the fire from e--+Trewerden--o~--peeee--o+~+eer 

eDt~orf~ed-by-the--depert.ent--to--+s~De--~e~--permT~--+or 

+orest--+o~s ~ recognized p~~n_ agency fQr that 

protection 3rea. A permit is not requir2d in order to 

bu i 1 d. set..1. or ignite a campfire within and up•>n a 

designated improved camping ground" or upon a plot of land 

fro~ which all vegetable and inflammable matt9r and d~bris 

have b~en removed to a point whe~e it may not oecome ignited 

by the C?mpfire or by sparks therefrom.• 

Section 8. Section 28-117, R.C.M. 1947, is amended to 

read dS follows: 

"28-117. Throwing lighted e+gorette~y-etew ID~l~ 

penalty. 9D~fng-tfte-~o~es~-+T~--seo~ony--es--de+Tned--by 

~~1-~--,ety-- .. ny A person "ho s~e+'l-t~~ow-o~-1''1-ee;, thLQ.d:i___Q£ 

:;tl.<!~!i any li~hted ci')arette, cigar, ashes~ or other fldmin] 

-LO-
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o~ 9lowing substance or-eny--s~bstenee--o~-t~n~ that may 

eouse--e--~~rey--~n--ony-~Jeee-where-sueh-J~~htee-ei9orettey 

e~y-•&tehT-ftsnesy-or-&tfter-ffe~ng-or-g+ow~nj--sabsteneey 

o~-other--sabstenee--or--thingsy-mey-dfreetty-or-f"direet+y 

start a fire in or near any forest materi3ly or-~hrew-~o.-e 

vehiete-eny-tfgh~d-ei~rettey-efgsry-esh~-or-other-f+o~ing 

er-g+owfng~abstoneey-or-eny-sabstonee--or--t~~-thet--aoy 

eease-e-f~rey-she+J-be ~guilty of a misdemeano~.· 

Section 9. Section 28-118o R.(.M. 1947• is amended to 

~ead as follows: 

•za-118. Spark ar~esters to be provided ~o~--engfnesy 

ete. 9arift9-the-~orest-+~re-seasony-es-deffned-by-thfs-~ety 

no NQ person she++ max use, drive~ or operate within any 

fo~est landsy any wood-or-eeof-barning-foeomctfvey-fogging 

engfnev-portobJe--eng~ne.--treet~on--enginey--o~-stetfon~y 

~ngfney--or--eny--eoeJ--er-wood-barnfng-jemmer-o~-foedery-or 

internal combustion enginey wh~eh that is not equipped with 

a modern, efficient~ and adequate spark arrester and with 

modern, efficient devices to prevent the escape of sparks, 

coalsr cinders~ and other burning material from the smoke 

steeky-f~~e-boxy-esh-~on-or exhaust of any such enginev 

jem•e~-or-foeder. And-ft-sheJf-be-anJewfaf-fo~-eny-person-to 

o~erete-ony-5~eh-eng~ne.-je•mer-or-Joedery-w~thfn-any-ferest 

Jend5--durfng-ony-fo~est-~roteet~on-seesony-exeept-when-saeh 

sperk--errester~-end--other--d~v~ees--he~~fn---d~f~n~d---ere 
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ef~fe~eftty--eompJete--end-properJy-fnsteJJ~-for-the-~ttrpos~ 

f~~eftd~dw• 

Section 10. Section 28-122, R.L.M. 1947, is am~nd~d to 

~ead as follows: 

"28-122. Degart•ent of state lands tend--e~•mfss~~ners 

and ~ county eemmfssfo~~s governing bod¥ to cooperate. 

The department of state lands and beerd~---~ county 

ee~ssfoner~ goyernjng ~ ~y ~ cooperate with the 

department to the extent legally permissible in providing 

means and methods of safeguarding the forest land lyin~ 

within the state and in preventing fire nuisance thereon. 

The department of state 1 ands and the bee~ds·-~ county 

eowlln~ssfon·ers governj og~ may 1 i st forest 1 ands under 

their jurisdiction with e--~n+red--e9eney--or the 

department for forest protection. The moneys the state and 

counties become liable for under this section sh3ll be pai1 

from funds provided by law for the protection of the forest 

lands owned by the state and counties.• 

Section 11. Section 28-129, R.(.M. 1947, is amended to 

read as follows: 

"28-12~. Owners of forest lands may o"lalle hearing 

before board -- conditions. An owner of forest land •ftft+H 

,.,,.--ert;an~,...d-~erest-f'fre-pl"et~et~on-df;tl"ie't is :m tit 1 ed to 

a he a~ i ng b-'fore the board, after a request there-:for_r. on any 

subject pe~taining to the activities of the boardL e~-~ the 
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deportm~ntT a~ any recognized a~ancy as aqent of the 

depart~enty affecting the owner's property. A request for a 

hearing before the board may not have the effect of 

sus~~nding the operations of the board~~~ the departmEnt, 

or any agent of the deparEmenty undertaken pursuant to this 

chapter, buty upon the hearin9• the board may terminate 

those opgrations if found unreasonable. A hearing pertaininq 

to costs charged against the forest land of an owner for 

protection thereof, as provided in s~etiort ZB-109, must be 

requested on or before th~f~fteenth-dey-~ August l2 ~f 

e<Jch ye~1r.• 

Section 12. Section 2B-oOl, R.[.M. 1947, is amend~d to 

read as follows: 

"2 8-601. Authority of county eo•missiorte~s gQ:!i .. e.LILiD.-11 

~Qd~ to protect range, farm1 anrl forest resourcas. For tha 

purpo~e of p~otection and conservation of r~n~e, farm~ anj 

fJr~s~ r2sources, and of the prevention of soil erosion, the 

r~~~e~~~ye-~eerd~-of county eomm~~~fofter~ goy~~ e~e 

~ereby-attth~~+~ed-to mat perfor~ the functions ~ereirta~ter 

proviJ,;c ~h~~·" 

Section 13. Section 28-602, R.C.I' .. 1947, is amend·"d to 

r2ad ,,s follows: 

"26-602. Functions of the boord ~t-~rnjn~ bodx• 

The ~~net~~ns---o~---th~~--~e~~eettve---boo~ds--of--e~ttnty 

eomm+~s~one~s ~uott-~Din~Q2~ with respect to rural 
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fire cantralL shall be-to carry out the specific authorities 

and duties hereinafter imposedw~ 

(1) ~o ~ ~oyornjn~~t-~1 provide for the 

organization of volunteer rural fire control crews~~ 

{2) ~o ~~overnin~ body shall appoint a county rural 

fire chief and such district rural fire chiefs, subject to 

the direction and supervision of the county rural fir2 

chief, as they moy-de@m ~~~ necessary. The county rural 

fire chief may be a regular county officer or other persony 

who il'l the opinion of t·he board is the best qualified to 

perform the duties of this office and who ~~o++--~e~ve 

wttl•oettt ,iL not entitled tg additional compensation for the 

serve duties hereby imposed. All district fire chiefs shall 

without compensdtion~L 

f3t--8oords-o~-eourtty-eomm+s~~,..~~y-oet+rt~~u~sdont-to 

tn+~--aety-eoy-eo-op~r~t~-wtth-~edero+y-~t~te-end-other-~+~e 

proteet~rt---o9erte+~y---+ne+dding----boord~----o~----eottnty 

eomm+~~+o~~~--o+--&djo+"+~g-eeu~~+~~-f"-~~ow+d+n~-meaft~-~~ 

met~od~-of-se~egttarding-the-rongey--form--ond--for~~t--+ortd~ 

w+tn+n-the-stote-ond-tn-preventing-+tre-not~one~-t~ereon• 

DL~2J.!!ltt-~~r:n~2:t..-:ib~-'1Uitect the ran~ 

fiU:l!!L-_i!!HL_fQ.LtiL_l.2!!QL_w i th i n_:t!:llL~mm!.t__LLQ!lLtiULiD 

~;,ogoerati 2~~wu:.siJ..L~!.i!1er and IU!l!l.r:__fl.LlLJU .. QJ&tllim 

i!~iesr inclYQln~ ~gverning_~2Ql~_a~jQinin~~uutl~Lw 

SLction 14. Section 28-&03, R.C.M. 19\7, is amended to 
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read as follows: 

"28-603. Powers of boet'd J;.lll.ln!.¥--l.l!LJU!Lni~QJ!x· 

11) S..of'd~-o+ ~county ~oma~~~+Oft@f'~ ~nlng__bgdx may 

in ~"@if' Lt~ discretion establish fire s~asons annually 

during which no person ~"e++ ~ ignite or set any fQrest 

fire, e¥ slash Durning fire• or land clearing fi~~, cr 

debris burning fire, or any open firey within any forest, 

range~ or crop lands, subject to the provisions of this act, 

without having obtained an official written permit to ignite 

or set such 

district rural 

fire from a county rural fire chief or from a 

fire chief authorized by the board to issue 

such per~its for such lands~~ 

(2) Any person who ~"e++ ~gnit@ ignites or~~~ 

any forest fire,"" slash burning fire, .,.. land clearing 

fire, .,.. debris burning fire, or any open fireT within any 

forest. range~ or crop land subject to the ~rovisions of 

this act without first having obtained a ~ritten permit to 

ignite or set such fire ~e++ L~ h@ 

n~isdemeanor-t-..a. 

guilty of a 

( 3) To augment rural crews in case of serious 

emergency~ the heef'd~ ~ni ng bod¥ may ~rov ide for th<~ 

organization and training of voluntary urban fire crews to 

be used in rural area5~~ 

(4) Any county rural fire chi·,·f end:tor c~istrict rural 

fire chief may enter private property either with or without 
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fire control crews for the purpose of suppressing firesT and 

ere~ exempt fro• any da•age resulting from such activity~~ 

(51 The &o&f'd courttt ggyetninQ body is authorized to 

appropriate from the general fund of the county not to 

exceed ++~~een--~~ousand-do++a~s-~S15,00ot per year for the 

purchase. care_._ and 11alntenance of f'+r<!-'f'+glft+~ 

fjrefightjng equlpaentT or for the payMent of wages to 

skilled operators of heavy 11echan1zed equipment in ~~ 

prexe.u:tod. ·detw;J;idns ;ind suppression of fires~ wt.en-deew!H 

neee~sa'"" or If the general fund is budgeted to the full 

1 i •it: • the fteltrd co !lot!. I! --ll"Y!I!!rrll dg bOdy •ay at any time fixed 

by law for levy and assessaent of taxes levy a tax at such 

rate as in 

needed su• 

iSl5oOOot.• 

therr judgaent >~ill be necessary to raise such 

not to exceed ++~een---~dsand---do++a..s 

Section 15. There is a new R.C.H. section that reads 

as follows: 

State to be reimbursed for forest fire suppression 

activites in noncooperatin~ counties. A county that has not 

entered Into a cooperativ~ or other written agreement with 

the s_tate for forest protection shall l"ei .,burse the state 

for costs incurred by the st·ate in connection with state 

fire suppression activities resulting from a forest fire 

emergency in that county. 

Section 16. Section 81-1~1~9 R.c.H. 19~7, is amended 
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to ~ead as follows: 

"81-1411. Duties of depa~tment of natu~al resources 

and conse~vation. The depa~tment of natural resou~ces and 

conservation shall, unde~ the direction and control of the 

state board of land commissioners, do all the field work in 

the selection, location, examina~ion. appraisement, and 

reappraisement of stata timberlands. It shall do all acts 

required of it by the board, and under the direction of the 

board it has qene~al charge of the timberlands of the state. 

It shall, under the supervision of the board, execute all 

matter5 pertainin~ to forestry within the jurisdiction of 

the state; have charge of all firewardens of the stat~ and 

direct and aid them in their duties; direct the protection, 

improvement~ and condition of state forests; take such 

action as is autho~ized by law to prevent and extinguish 

forest. brush~ and grass fires; enforce the laws pertainin~ 

tu fo~est and brushcover lands~ and prosecut~ for any 

viol ,Jt ion of those 1 aws. i-t-:she'l-l-fttrn+sh-net:+e~s..--pr+nted 

+n-+eree-'1-etters~--ee+++n9--ettent+en--t~--the--den~e~--frem 

fereet:--f+r~sy-enrl-te-the-fereet-f+re-end-t:respe,.s-te"sT-end 

the+r-p~ne+t+~sv--Theee--nottees--ehett--be--pee~ed--by--t:he 

~fr@w~rden--i"-eon5p~eH~tt~-p~ee~~-+~-~n~-~~v~r~•-eou"tT~~-~f 

the-stete..--end--pert+ettterty--tn--brttsh--end--ferest:-eover~d 

eo~ntry..---et--freqtt~nt--tnt:ervete--etong--streems--~nd-tekee 

fre~"~"ted--by--tottrtste..----httn~erey---ftMd---ft~herm~ftT---~t 
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e~~obt+she~--e~m~+ng--s+t:es~-ond-tn-e•ery-post-o~f+ee-+n-~he 

~ores~erl-reg+on~ The depart~~_e~jsh and majntajn 

fllL.e..:i.L£~ll!l:t.r..o.l_tLil.i.nLog prog ra!ll s fM~llJiu:.f.l.gb..t...e.L" 

and other per~eQuiring training.• 

S~ction 17. Section 81-1412• R.C.M. 1941t 

to re~d ~s fullows: 

is amended 

"L l-l4ll• Firewardens. The department of natural 

resources and conse~vation shall appoint firewardens in such 

number and localities as it considers necessary ••~e~ 

publ+e~sp+r+t:ed--e+t+rens--to--aet:-es-•o•unt~r-ftrewordene. 

Every sheriff, undersheriff, deputy she~iff, state fish and 

game warden, e~ ~ state fish and ga~e directo~. mewbers 

gf the bpard Qf__Qa~_L?sQytces and cQnSetvatiori. ~ 

d~L---2f the department__gf natural rPsO~ _ _anj 

conseryatrori and emplOyeeS Of ttie departDUillL.~iQnato.d _h¥ 

him• offi~"-_Qf__a~~ forest protection djstri~ 

~~__Qf the Moo~ highway patLQl~-2ffjcers _Qf_~ 

n~lg~l_~LK-_~L~~s!djng jn Montana, and offj~_Qf 

~~_Qy£~_l~n_g£Lgir~ +e-e~-e+f+eto-o-~+rew~rden ~ 

ilL~~· but may not receive any additional compens3tion 

by r•,ason of the duties hereby i i11posed..--.,nd-they-el.,.,t+-be 

eeA~~6e~es-,n+e-•+¥ewa~fieft~-HAde~-~R~-~e~•5-ef-~hf5-8e~. The 

supervisors c.nd ran"ers of th<:! federal forest lands within 

this state1 whenev~r they for~ally accept thr duties and 

responsibilities of firew3rdcns, may be appointed vol~"~~~r 
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fireward~nsy-&ftd-fteve-e~~-the-pewe~~-g+ven-tc-~+~e•e~den~-by 

l th+~-~et. The firewardens shall promptly report ~11 fires to 

J the department of natural resources and conservation, take 

4 immediate and active steps toward their extin9uishment, 

5 

6 

1 

report any violation of foro2st laws,. and assist: in 

apprehendin,~ and convicting offenders.• 

Section 18. Section Bl-1415, R.c.M. 1947, is arnended 

B to read as follows: 

9 

10 

"81-1415. Duties of ;;!~ant of nii.f.w:al resourc"S to 

~rotect ~~__lands ~+~e•e~deft~---end--~o~e~t~~. The 

ll department o~-n~~e~~e~~e~--~d--eoftse~vet+cn--nnd--c++ 

12 ~+~ewcrdeft~-texeept-vc~unte~-.e~~n~t• under such rules as 

13 the state board of land commissioners aay provide, shall 

14 protect the t+ebe~ natural resources of the statey and 

15 especially the t+aber natural resources owned by the statey 

16 from destruction by fir~y and1 for such purpose, in 

17 emergencies• may employ men and incur other expenses when 

13 necessary.• 

19 Section 19. Repealer. Sections 28-125, 2S-12B, and 

lO ZB-604, R.c.M. 1947, are repealed. 

-End-
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STATE OF MONTANA 
REQUEST NO. 13-77 

FISCAL NOTE .....J 
Form BD-15 

In compliance with a written request re~aived January 6 , 19 _]]_ , there is hereby submitted a Fiscal Note 

for House Bill "~ pursuant to Chapter 53, Laws of Montana, 1965- Thirty-Ninth Legislative Assembly. 

Background information used in developing this Fiscal Note iS available from the Office of Budget and Program Planning, to members 

of the Legislature upon request. 

DESCRIPTION OF PROPOSED LEGISLATION: 

' An act to remove barriers to more efficient delivery of forest fire protection services to forest and farm resources by 
simplifying the forest fire assessment system, and expanding responsibility of counties in providing protection. 

FISCAL IMPACT: 

This measure will have no discernable effect on revenues or expenditures. 

#~~~~ DGETmRECTO~ 
Office of Bud9e) and Pr_?Qram Planning ..,., 
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HOUSE Bill NOo 68 

INTRODUCED BY BERTElSEN, ROBBINS, SIVERTSEN 

A Bill FOR AN ACT ENTITLED: "AN ACT REMOVING BARRIERS TO 

MORE EFfiCIENT DEliVERY OF FOREST FIRE PROTECTION SERVICES 

TO MONTANA'S FOREST AND FARM RESOURCES BY SIMPliFYING THE 

FOREST FIRE ASSESSMENT SYSTEM, EXPANDING THE RESPONSIBILITY 

AND AUTHORITY Of COUNTIES IN PROVIDING PROTECTION FOR FOREST 

AND FARM RESOURCES, AND CLARIFYING STATUTES RELATING TO 

F IREWAROENS; AMENDING SECTIONS 28-103t 28-105, Z8-106o 

28-10~. 28-110o 28-11lo 28-114o 28-117t 28-116o 28-122• 

28-12~. 28-601, 28-602o 28-603o 81-1411• 81-1412• AND 

81-1415• R.C.M. 1947; AND REPEALING SECTIONS 28-125o 28-128, 

AND 28-604, RoCoMo 1947.• 

tiE IT ENACTED BY THE LEGISLATURE Of THE STATE OF MONTANA: 

Section 1. Section 28-103o R.C.Mo l947t is amended to 

read as follows: 

MZB-103. Definitions. Unless the context ~equires 

other~i~e9 in this chdp£e~: 

[I) "Fo~est land" means land which has enough timber, 

standinq o~ down. slasht or b~ush, to constitute in the 

judgsent of the beerd d 0 partment a fi~e menace to life o~ 

p~operty; grassland and ag~icultural a~eas a~e included when 

thosP areas are intermingled ~ith or contiguous to a~eas of 

SECOND R E A D I N G 

HB 0068/02 

forest 1 and. 

2 [2) •Lands• for conse~vation pu~poses means all forest 

3 lands within this state which are officially classified by 

4 the bee~d ~~~1 as fo~est lands ~n-seeo~denee-wTt" 

~ ~eet+on-rS-t94-tbt under 28-106. 

6 (3) "Fo~est fire• means a fi~e burning uncontrolled on 

1 forest 1 and so 

d (4} •sr~enfred-fore~ ~ fi~e protection district• 

9 ~eans a definite fo~est land area, the boundaries of which 

10 a~e fiKedo and wherein fo~est fire protection is p~ovided 

11 through the mediu• of an agency ~ecognized by the boa~d. 

12 (5) •Recognized agency• means an agency re~re~ent+~ 

13 ewfter~---o+---fore~t--+end~--+n--en--ergen+red--+ere~t--f+re 

14 preteet+en-d+~tr+et• o~ganized for the purpose of providing 

15 forest fire protection ~n-t"~~~+et and ~ecognized by the 

1& board as giving adequate fi~e p~otection to fo~est lands in 

ll accordance with rules adopted by the boa~d. A-pttb++e--e~ney 

16 ed.+ft+~ter+~q--end--preteet+~--fere~t--+eftd~--~y--e+~e--be 

19 ree~+red-by-the-bee~d-~~-~"-en-egeneyw 

20 (6) •Forest fi~e season• means the period of each year 

21 beginning on May f+r~t 1 and ending on Septe~ber t"+rt+et" 

22 1.!:!• inclusive; however, in the event of excessive or ~reat 

23 fire danger, this pe~iod may be expanded when in the 

24 judgment of the de~a~tment dange~ous fire conditions exist. 

25 When expanded, the department shall give public notice. 
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(7) "Fo~est fi~e p~otection" means the work of 

prevention, detection~ and supp~ession of fo~est fi~es ang 

.i.ru:l.JH1ii:Li.l:.:ll!l.i!UI-L.~u.i~~:Ufi!ll! those funct i O(Uo 

tet--•Pro~~e~~~-~en@·~~-e-br~-eree-w~hin--wh~h 

th@-fer@~t-fire-prot~@~ion-e~t~-er@-eppre•+.et@ty-th@-~eme. 

Pre~@e~ie~~c~~-~he++-b~-d@~~neted-by-t~-d~sr~m~fttT-w~h 

th@-enprevet-of-t~-boerdw 

f9tLal •conse~vation• means the p~otection and wise 

use of fo~est, fo~est ~ange, forest wate~. and fo~est soil 

~esources in keeping with the co~mon welfare of the people 

of this state. 

t+etL2} •Owne~• means the person, firm, 3Ssociation~ 

o~ c~rporation havinq the actual, beneficial ownership of 

forest IandT or timberT othe~ than an ease•ento r+~ht-cf-wey 

~~.ax• o~ •ineral ~ese~vatoono 

ttttLLQl •Boa~d· means the board of natural resources 

and conservation, p~ovided tor in section 82A-1509. 

t+~t1lL1 •oepa~t~nt• means the depart•ent of natu~al 

resources and 

chaptP.r 15.• 

conservation, p~ovided fo~ in THle 82At 

Section 2. Section 28-105, R.C.M. 1947• is amended to 

read ~s follows: 

"28-105. Powers of board. The board may: 

t+t--cte~~~fy-th~-fer~~t-+e~-er~e~-of--the--~tete--fer 

wh+eh---een~@rw&ticn---Sftd---f+re--prot~tien--mee~ar@~--er@ 
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ree~eneb+y-r@~u+redT-end-ehe~-cr-•cd+fy-~h~-et~~+fieet+cn 

from-t+•@-te-t+•~-e~-in-it~-jud~ent-+~-preo~r• 

t~t.iLl Create OI"")IOrtT~~d forest fire pr-otection 

districts. Before a district is createdL the board shall 

hold a hearing in any county in which the proposed district 

or a pa~t thereof is included and the department shall give 

notice of the hearing at least tw~nty-t20t days in adyance 

thereof to all owners to be affected by the prooosed 

dist~ict. Service of the notice may be made by registered 

or certified •ail or by publication in a newspaper published 

in the county in which the hearing is to be held• and QL1 

if no newspaper is published in the county~ then in a 

newspaper ~aving a general circulation therein. A forest 

fi~e ~rotection district may not be created unless approwed 

in writing by vote of not less than f+fty-cn~-p@r-eent-t51~t 

of the owners representing at least f+f~y-&n~-per-e@nt-t51't 

of the acreage to be involved in the proposed forest tire 

protection district. 

t3tLl.l- Adopt and enforce through the depart.,ent 

reasonable rules for the purpose of enforcing and 

accomplishing the provisions and purposes of this chapter; 

however, these rules may not conflict with the powers of the 

board of land commissioners.• 

Section J. Section 28-106• R.t.M. 1947• is amended to 

read as follows: 
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"28-106. Powers and duties of department. ( 1} The 

department may give technical and practical advice to-tft~ 

+e~•e~~-e~-~fte-~a~e concerning forest. ran9e• water. and 

soil conservation and the establishment and maintenance of 

woodlots. windbreaks~ ft~-~ft~~~~r~w ~he11~~ ~nd for~~ 

i.U:~~timl ... 

(2) The departMent may provide for forest fire 

protection of any forest lands through the department or by 

contract or any other feasible means. in cooperation atith 

any federal. state. or other recognized agency. 

LJ1-_lb£__~•ent may classify the forest lana ~~ 

~e &tate for which con§ervatjon and- fire pro~~Lan 

~~§--aLe reasonably regujred and change or moaify the 

~;l.a!i§ilu.U..ioo ... Jrom tjme to tj!!!iL_as in its judgment _i§ 

PL~u 

t3tL11 The department shall cooperate with all public 

and other agencies in the development• protection, and 

conservation of the forest• range• and water ~esources in 

this state. 

121 Nonforest lands and imorovements mav be protec~a 

U¥--~~--~Q9Lt~en requested by the landowner at rate§ 

~1~~~ the departmenta 

t~tL21 The department shall assist the department of 

state lands in the protection• economic development• and use 

of the state forests and forest land held by the state for 
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the purposes and benefit of the common schools and state 

institut.ions.• 

Section 4o Section 26-10'1• RoCoMo 1'147• Is amended to 

read as follows: 

"28-10'1. Outy of owner of classified forest land. t~t 

An owner of forest land classified as such by the heerd 

~~arlm~t shall protect against the starting or existence• 

and suppress the spread• of fire on that land• daT~~-t~ 

+u~+-p~r+ed-o+-e&eft-+er~s~-~e~eeseftW This protection and 

suppression shall be in conformity with reasonable rules and 

standards for adequate fire protection adopted by the board. 

If the owRer does not provide for the protection and 

suppression. the department may provide itT at a cost to the 

landowner of not more than ~~~-eeRt~-t~bet 16 cents per 

acre per year +or-E+es~-+-+eftd-eRd-R~-eore-theft-+?we-ee~~ 

t5~t-~~r-eere-per-yeer-+or--e+e~~--++--+eRd~--TR--tfte--eweR~ 

tftereef.-t~e and not leS§ than Sb per owner per rear in each 

p~k1ion district~ IDe owner of the land shall pay to the 

county treasurer of the county In which the land is situated 

the charge for the same approved by the department• in 

accordance with this chapter. No other charges may be 

assessed those landowners participating. except in cases of 

proven negligence on the part of the landowner or his agent. 

trt--~h~-fore~t-~eRd-o+-MenteRe-sfte~+-h~-e+e~?+?ed-+or 

preteet?oR-eRd-e~~~~~.eRt-pu~e~s-e~-+o+~ows• 
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t~t--~+~~~--f--reftd+-+~~~eftd-pr+•~r++y-~u+teb+~-+cr 

prcduet+cft-cf-t+ab~ry-Sft~-fcr~t-+eftd-pr+~er++y-~u+~b+e-+cr 

jc+ftt-u~e-fer-t+Mber-prcduet~-end-th@-~~+ng-c~-++we~tcek 

e~-e-peraefteftt-cr-~e«+~re8fteftt-jc+ftt~e-cr-e~-e--te~ersry 

jc+ftt---a~e---dur+ftg---the---+ft~r+m---between--+e~q+~--en~ 

~~~e~~e~T~· 

fbt--~+e~~--ff--reftd+--+eft~~--pr+~++y--sa+teb+@---for 

1rer+ft9---or---ot~r---~~r+ett+ture+---parpe~~~---wh+eh--ere 

+n+ern~H<i-w+~r-eent+qttetf!t-to--t:he--+eft<i--~r+be<l--+" 

~ab~et+eft-tet-~CY 

tet--~+e~~--+++--t:eftd+--+eftd~--pr+.er++y--~u+teb+e--+cr 

grer+ng-or-ether-egr+eu+ture+-pttr~e~w-+ne+~~-~trueta~ 

eftd--+mprewe.eftt~~~eh--er@--w+th+n---the---+cre~---++re 

pret~et+oft-eree~-bat-de-ftct-meet-the-dete++e~-~f+ft+t+cft~-ef 

+~~--~~er+be~--+ft--~u~eet+Oft--tbt-ebowew-fhe~+ftft~~-aey 

cft+y-be-++~ted-+er-pey.eftt-wh~ft-re~e~te~-by--th@--+eft~e.ner 

~t-rete~-deter•+fted-by-the-depertMeftt-eftd-~he++-b@-~ttb•+tt~ 

to--th~--eeuftty--e~~e~~er--fer-ee++eet+oft-eft~-d+~pc~+t+eft-e~ 

prow+ded-+ft-~~et+&ft-r~+++•" 

Section 5. Section 28-110• R.C.M. 1947. Is amended 

~ead as follows: 

to 

"28-110. What constitutes compliance. {1) An owner of 

~+01~--f-cr-&+e~~-+f fo~est lands within an o~ganized forest 

LlLe p~otection district. while a •embe~ of• o~ while 

pa~ticipating in a ~ecoqnized agency fo~ forest protection~ 

-7- HB 68 

II 

2 

3 

4 

5 

b 

1 

B 

.. 
10 

11 

12 

l3 

1'o 

15 

16 

11 

18 

19 

20 

21 

u 

23 

24 

25 

HB 0068/02' 

shall be considered to have fully complied with 

~equ;rements of ~~et+&ft 28-109. 

the 

{2) In establishing bounda~ies of organized forest 

fire orotection dist~icts cove~inq &+e~~--+--cr--~+ess--+1 

forest lands. the board .. ay for the purpose of 

administ~ative convenience designate roe~y---p+pe+~"~~T 

~~re~~y-e~-e~~e~ recognizable landmarks as boundaries.• 

Section oo Section 28-lllo R.C.M. 1947• is amended to 

~ead as follows: 

•2a-11L. Determination of costs of fire protection 

certification-- taK levy. {1) The depart•ent shall prepare 

~--+T~~--~~o~e~~+en an·annual Operatjgn asSgSscent plan ~r 

the-ep~Pcwe+-of-t~-bcer~ in which fi~e protection costs ~er 

eeeh--e+e~~+f+eet+eft--w+~h+ft--eeeh---prot~et+Cft---ren~ are 

determined. ~he--beer~--~he++--~teb++sh-t~-pert+eft-ef-~h~ 

~+en"~-++re-~t+eft-e~t~c-b~-berfte-by-th~-ste~~~--eftd 

~h~--~er~+cft--te-b~-bcrfte-by-the-OWft~r~-c~-e+~~+f+ed-~er~t 

+e"~• The department shall ~equest the legislature to 

appropriate the state's portion ~f the cost e~-epprowed-by 

th~--beer~. 

1 egi sl <>ture. 

After the app~opriation is made by the 

the depa~tment shall cause an assessment to be 

made on the owne~s of classified forest land. as specified 

in ~ee~+e" 28-l09o sufficient to b~ing the total amount 

~eceived to the amount specified in the approved plan. 

(£) On or before the second Tuesday in August of each 
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yaar, the-de~o~tment-she~t-dete~in@-the-ne•es-o+-e++-owners 

whe--heve--·Fe++ee--te-~rew+de-the-+e~est-f+re~eteet+en-+er 

the+r-+ends-re~~+red-hy--th+s--ehepterT--tegether--w+th--the 

deser+rt+en~-ef~-th~--+eftds-end-t~+r-eer~~~end-eeteu+et~ 

the-te~e+-e~e~nt-d~e-te-the-6epertment-+r~-eeeh--ewn~--+er 

+erest--++re--pret~tTOftT--whTeh-~unt--mey-ftet-e~eed-t~ 

me~+~-s~ee+++ed-ift-seet+en-~+99• 

t~t--the ~he department shall certify in writing to the 

county assessor of each county the names of these owners of 

for est 1 ands in his county• together with a description of 

their lands and a statement of the amount found to be due 

' and owing by each of the owners to the department for forest 

ftre protection. 

Lll__!ll_Qaymgnts reauired of owners o[_LQrgst lands by 

~hi~~Q.t@.C . .a~_;u.~!:.li.s•ents for benu_ilLactuall y receigil 

ux_tn~owners jn ~2Latection of their lands and are not 

.a.....t~ILL~~!L.QJHt[.LJL.jlf sycb owners. 

(4) Upon receiving the certificate from the department 

showing the amount due, the county assessor shall extend the 

amou~ts upon the county tax rolls covering the lands, and 

the sums shall becOMe obligations of the owner to be paid 

and collected in the same manner and at the sa~e time and 

with like penalties as general state and county taxes upon 

the sam~ property are collected. All sums collected shall be 

promptly trensm+tted--te--the--stete--trees~rery--whe--shet~ 
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de~es+t--them geposjteg in the federal and private grant 

clearance fund for distribution in accordance with ~etTeft 

26-124." 

Se~tion 7. Section 28-114, R.C.M. 1947• is amended to 

read as follows: 

"28-114. Permit for burning required. During the 

forest fire season or an expansion thereof~ a person ~ay not 

ignite or set a forest fire, slash burning fire, land 

clearing fire, debris burning fire. or an open fireT within 

forest landST without an official written permit to ignite 

or set the fire f roa e--++rewerd .... --er--pe~---e+f-+eer 

euther+red--by--the--de~rt~--to--~s~-sneft-~r•+ts-+er 

f-orest-t-ends UL!L_u:cogn;zgd protw;linn agency Uu:_J...bill. 

protectiQn__.ar.g~. A permit is not required in order to 

build. set~ or ignite a campfire within and upon a 

designated improved camping greundy or upon a plot of land 

from which all vegetabl~ and inflammable matter and debris 

have been removed to a point where it may not become ignited 

by the campfire or by sparks therefrom.• 

Section So Section 28-117, R.c.M. 1947, is amended to 

read 3S follows: 

"28-117. Throwing lighted e+q&rettesT--etew ~~ 

penalty. Bur+ft~--the--ferest-f-~re-seesonT-os-def-~ned-~y 

th+s-oetT-eny A oerson who she~t-threw-er--~~eee ~ht.Q¥~ 

~l.akg~ any lighted cigarette, cigar. ashes~ or other flaming 
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or glo~ing substance er--ftftY--~ab~tonee-~-th+n~ that ~ay 

eea~e-o-fTrey-Tn-eny-pl&ee--where--~aeh--l+~hteft--e+qeretteT 

e+gory--meteft?-&8he~y-or-oth~-++e.Tn~-or-~lo.+ng-~Hb~toneey 

~-other-8abstenee-or-th+ngST--.ey--d+reet+y--or--+nd+r~et+y 

start a fire· in or neer· an'( fo,.e'st. matl!-ri al T or-throw-+roftl-o 

veh+ele-ony-++~~~-e~eretteT-~~erT-08he~-or-other-f+e~ 

or-~~+ow+~--~ub~to~ey--or--e~~abstenee-or-thT~-thet-.ey 

e~~e-e-f+rey-she+l-be ~ guilty of a misdemeanor.• 

Section 9. Section 26-118, RoCoHo 1947, is amended to 

read as fo11oMs: 

"28-118. Spark arresters to be provided for-e~+ftesT 

ete. 9ar+ng-the-+ore~-++re-~o~eny-e~-ae++ned-by-th+s--eetT 

~e ~Q person ~hell ma~ use, drive~ or operate within any 

forest landsT any weod-~-eoe+-barn+n~--+oeemet+vey--lo~Tn9 

en9+ney--porteble--eng+ney--~et+en--eng+ney--er-8tet+onery 

eng+ney-or-ony-eoe+-or-wood-barftTftg--je.-er--or--leederT--&r 

internal combustion enginey wh+eh 1b£t is not equipped with 

a modern, efficieBt~·and adequate spark arrester and with 

~dern, efficient devices to prevent the escape of sparks• 

co<Jh:";·-c; nder S.i ·and otmfr burning material fro• the smoke 

~toeky--f+re--be~--e~h--pen--er exhaust of any such enqineT 

jemmer-er-leoder• •nd-+t-~he+T-be-an+ew+a+-fer-eny-p~sen-te 

e~erete-ony-8aeh-eng+ney-jo~r-er-+eedery-w+th+n-eny-+ore~t 

+ond~-dar+~-~y-+ore~t-~roteet~-seesonT-exeept-when-~aeh 

s~~k---erre~ter---end--other--dev+ee~--here+n--de++nea--ere 
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@f~+e~e"ty-eoftPlete-end-~roper+y-+n~e+led-f~r--the--~r~o~e 

+"-t-e"ded•• 

Section 10. Section 28-122• R.C.Ho 1947• is amended to 

read '>S toll ows: 

•23-122. Departmeo~ of state lands ~e"d-eo~m+s~+~er~ 

and ~n~ county ee.m+~s+ofter~ governing bod~ to cooperate. 

The department of state lands and b~ord8--~f county 

eomm+~~+oner~ g2YeLning body MOT ~all cooperate with the 

department to the extent legally permissible in providing 

means and methods of safeguarding the forest land lying 

within the state and in preventing fire nuisance the~eon. 

The department of state lands and the boerds--o+ county 

eo~+~~?on~s gQYg~_Dgg~ mey SHALL list forest lands 

under their jurisdiction with e--reee~+red--ogeney--~r the 

department for forest protection. The •oneys the state and 

counties beco•e liable for under this section shall be paid 

from funds provided by law for the protection of the forest 

lands owned by the state and counties.• 

Section 11. Section 28-129, R.C.H. 19~7• is amended to 

read as follows: 

"28-129. Owners of forest lands may have hearing 

before board --conditions. An owner of forest land w+th+ft 

en-or~eft+red-fore~t-++re-proteet+en-d+~tr+et is entitled to 

a hearing before the board, after a request therefor~ on any 

subject pertaining to the activities of the board1 or-o~ the 
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department~ or any recognized agency as agent of the fire control~ shall h~-t~ carry out the specific authorities 

2 departm~nt~ affecting the owner's property. A request for a 2 and duties hereinafter i~posed.~ 

3 hearing before the board may not ha~e the effect of 3 ( 1) 'fo !llit ggur.Jli.ng_~L-~ provide for the 

4 suspending the oper<<t ions of the board~ .,,. the department o 4 organization of volunteer rural fire control crews~~ 

') or any agent of the departmenty undertaken pursuant to this 5 (2) 'fo !h~Lning_bod¥ shall appoint a county rural 

~ chapter, but~ upon the hearing, the board may terminate 6 fire chief and such district rural fire chiefs. subject to 

1 those operations if found unreasonable. A hearing pertaining 7 the direction and supervision of the county rural fire 

tl to costs charged against the forest land of an owner for 8 chief. as they mey-de~• cpnsjder necessary. The county rural 

9 protection thereof, as provided in ~~~t?oft 26-109, must be 9 fire chief may be a reqular county offocer or other personT 

10 requested on or before t~+T+tee~h-dey-o~ August ~ o+ 10 who in the opinion of the board is the best qualified to 

ll each year ... ll perform the duties of this offoce and who ~e++-~•e . 
12 Section 12. Section 28-60io RoCoMo 1947o is amended to 12 w+tho~t js npt entit~Qd_ig addotional compensatron for the 

13 read 3S follows: 13 duties hereby o~osed. All district fire chiefs shall serve 

14 wzB-601, Authority of county eo~~~+oft~r~ gQYernino 14 ~ithout compensation~s 

15 ~l to protect range, farm~ and forest resources. For the 15 t3t--Boe~~-o+-eo.nty-~~+Ofter~-eet+ng-par~a0ftt-to 

16 purpose of protectron and conservation of range. farm~ and 16 th+~-eetT-may-eo-o~~ete-w+t~ed~o+T~tete-eftd-other--++r~ 

11 forest resources, and of the prevention of soil erosion, the 17 ~Pe~t+en----eqene+e~T----~+ad+n~---~boerd~---o+---eounty 

18 ,.~~~~~+v~-boerd~-of county eo.~~~?~~~ gayernjng bodx ere 18 ee.-+~~+on~r~-o•-edjo+n?~-eetiftt+e~-+n-proY+d+ne--~eeft~--eftd 

19 ~e .. ~y--e~tho .. +~ed--to max perter~ the functions he~?ft~te .. 19 m~thod~--o+--~~gaerd?ft~--the--reftqe~~or~-ftftd-+ore~t-+end~ 

20 provided in-this ~hapter.• 20 ••th•n-t~e-stete-end-+n-~rewent+nq-~~re-n~~enee-thereon. 

21 Section 13. Section 2B-602o R.C,M. 1947, is amended to 21 Lil__!llit county gpveroing b~ shall pL2t~he range• 

2l read 35 follows: 22 £i!LII.LSlwL1llL~L-Lan!l.L_lt.i:tni.rJ the countr frQl!l f i re._in 

23 "28-602. Functions of the bee~ county governing body. 23 ~~tjon wjth feder~l· state• and other fjre protection 

24 The f~ft~t?Oft~--o+---th~---r~~~e~t+y~---heerd~---o+---eo~ftty 24 ~!lC.i..!<~_..__i!lC.lus1.i.n.IL.!UlJllln.iDg bpdjes of ad iojning cpunties.• 

}_'j eo~m+~~?ofter~ cPunt% gpyernjng bo~~ with respect to rural 25 Section 14. Section 28-o03o R,C.Mo 1947, is amended to 
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read as follows: 

w28-o03. Powers of b~d county goyerning_~~· 

(l) Be~d~--ef !he county ~~+ener~ gov~rnjng body may 

in ~fte+r ~ discretion establish fire seasons annually 

during which no person shft++ max ignite or set any forest 

fire• or slash burning fire, ~ land clearing fire, ~ 

debris burning fire, or any open firey within TKE COU~ 

~3Dlfk!IQtt_ARfA_QH any forest, range~ or crop lands, subject 

to the provisions of this act, without having obtained an 

official written permit to ignite or set such fire fro• • 

eou~y-rarft+-f+~-~ft+e+-or-~-e-d~~~r~et-rarfti-f+re--~hte~ 

euthert~ed-by-the-boerd-~o-+~~~h-perm?t~-fer-s~~e~ 

THE RECOGNIZ~lftiiQN AGENCY FOR THAT ~~-A&fA~a 

(2} Any person who ~e+~ ~~te ~~ or set ~ 

any forest fire, or slash burning fire, er land clearing 

fire, or debris burning fire, or any open fire~ within any 

forest, range~ or crop land subject to the provisions of 

this act without first having obtained a written permit to 

ignit" or set such fire she~+ ~ be guilty of a 

mi -sde•eanort_... 

(3) To augment rural crews in case of serious 

emergency~ the board~ governing _b2dy may provide for the 

organization and trainino of voluntary urban fire crews to 

be used in rural areas~~ 

{4) Any county rural fire chief endtor district rural 
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fire chief may enter private property either with or without 

fire control crews for the purpose of suppressino firesy and 

er~ l~ exempt froM any damage resulting from such oc~ivity~~ 

(5) The beer~ ~QU~y governjn~ is authorized to 

approoriate from the general fund of the county not to 

exceed f?fteeft-thou~en~-de++ers-~Sl5tOOOt per year for the 

purchase, care~ and maintenance of f~-f+9ht+n~ 

f~ig~lng equipment~ or for the payment of waqes to 

skilled operators of heavy mechanized equipment in th~ 

~~~joo2 detection. an~ suppression of fires~ wh~n-~ee.ed 

"~e~~er~ or if the general fund is budgeted to the full 

li•it, the beer~~~ goyernjng_baQx may at any time fixed 

by law f~ levy and assessment of taxes levy a tax at such 

rate as in their judgment well be necessary to raise such 

needej sum not to exceed f~+teen--the~end--de++ers 

tS15,000t•• 

Section 15. There is a new R.c.M. section that reads 

as follows: 

State to be rei~bursed for forest fire suppression 

activites in noncooperating counties. A county that has not 

entered into a cooperative or other written agreement with 

the state for forest protection shall reimburse the state 

for ~osts incurred by the state in connection with state 

fore suppression activities resulting from a forest fire 

emergency in that county. 

-lb- HB 68 
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s~ction 16o Section 81-1~11• R.c.M. 19~7, is amended +requ~ntec--by--teur+3t3•---hunter3~---end---f+3ner•e~---et 

to read as follows: 2 e3teb++3hed--ee~+n~--3+t~y-end-+ft-~•ery-~&3t-ef++~e-Tn-tfte 

3 "al-1411. Duties of d~part.ent of natural resources 3 +ore3~ed-req+~nw lh~uaLtment shall establish~ maintajn 

4 and conservation. The depart~ent of natural resources and 4 iMULtiUL~lm:tJ:Ol trajnl.rul..Ju:~ms for sUlJL!.iL.ll.i.g!ttm 

'> conse~vatlon sha11t under the direction and control of the 5 .a !liL..2t1HlL~~~u..i.!:ing t raj oimJ..o_ • 

6 state board of land commissioners. do all the field work in b Section 17. Section 81-1~12• R.C.M. 1947, is amended 

1 the selection. location. examination, appraisement, and 1 to read as follows: 

8 reappraise .. ent of state timberlands. It shall do all acts B •st-1412• Firewardens. The department of natural 

9 required of it by the board, and under the direction of the 9 resou~ces and conservation shall appoint firewardgns in such 

10 board ic has general charge of the tiDberlands of the state. 10 number and localities as i~ considers necessary .. ~ey 

ll It shall • under the supervision of the boardt execute all 11 ~~e-3p+~ted--e+t+~eft~--te--~t-~-•o+aftte~-~~~. . 
12 matters pertaining to forestry within the jurisdiction of 12 Every sherifft undersheriff• deputy sheriff• state fish and 

13 the state; have charge of all firewardens of the state and 13 ga•e warden, end ~ state fish and ga.e directDr~~ 

1~ direct and aid the~ in their duties; direct the protection, 1~ ~f_~bqard of__ngXuLal_ resources and ~seryatjon. the 

1'> improvenent~ and condition of state forests; take such 15 - f +h6dgoartmgnt of natural resources and d1rector o ~ 

16 action as is authorized by law to prevent and extinguish 16 kQD~~atjoo and emul~~he depart•enl desjgnated__Qx 

17 forest, brush~ and qrass fires; enforce the laws pertaining l1 ~-2fficers of organized forest protection distr;cts. 

18 to forest and brushcover landsT and prosecute for any 18 members of the Montana highway patrol. offjcers of the 

19 violation of those laws. +~~~++-+ttrn~~~-n~+~~.-~+n~ec 19 ~Qa~k_~~ residing jn Mgntanay and of~~ 

20 ~n-+e~qe-+ette~3~--~o+++n~--e~t~t+en--to--tfte--ften~r--+rem 20 tlliLil.IIL~IL~tL.lndj an af~ +3-e"-~+++e+e-e-f+r<!W1!1~~ >1Ul 

21 fe~e3t--f+~e~.-onft-to-the-+~~~++re-ond-tre3p~3-+e-s.-end 21 LiL~~· but say not receive any additional compensation 

22 the+~-eene+t+e3w--+~e3e--not~e3--3he++--be--pe3t~--ey--t~e 2£ by reason of the duties hereby izposedT-end-tftey-3~e++-~ 

23 ++rewerden--+n-e0ft~p+euou3-p+oee3-+n-the~evere+-eount+~-o+ 23 eon~+dered-~e+d-++rewerden3-ttnfter-tne-t~m3-of-tn+~-~~t. The 

24 t~-3tn~ey-end--pert+~+er+y--+n--brU3h--end--f~~t-~evered 24 supervisors and rangers of the federal forest lands within 

25 ~ountryy--et--freqttent--+nterve+3--e+e~--3tree•3--end-+e~e3 2'> this state~ whenever they formally accept the duties and 
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responsibilities of firewardenso may be appointed YOfunt~~~ 

2 firewardensy-end-~ew~-e++-t~@-~ew~~-g~~-~o-++~~we~d~n~-b~ 

3 ~h~-ee~. The firewardens shall promptly report all fires to 

~ the department of natural resources and conservation. take 

5 inmediate and actiwe steps toward their extinguishment. 

6 report any violation of forest lawso and assist in 

7 apprehending and convicting offenders.• 

8 

9 

10 

11 

12 

l3 

Section 18. Section 81-1~15o R.c.M. 19~7. is amended 

to read as follows: 

wsr-t'ol5· Duties of ~1men~natyral resoy~g 

~~ state lands +~w~en~---end--+o~~t~~. The 

department o+-neturet-~e~our~~--en~~e~e~vet~Oft--eftd--e++ 

++rew~d~--te~ee~t-vo+ttnte~-werd~~. under such rules as 

l'o the state board of land commissioners may provideo shall 

15 protect the t+.ber ~ural resources of the statev and 

16 

11 

especially the t~~ber oatU£al_ces0 urces owned by the statev 

fro• destruction by firev and~ for such purpose. in 

16 emergencies. may employ men and incur other expenses when 

19 necessary.• 

20 Section 19. Repealer. Sections 28-1Z5o 26-128o and 

21 2B-604o R.C.H. 1947o are repealed. 

-End-
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HOUSE Bill NO. 68 

INTRODUCED BY BERTELSEN• ROBBINS, SIVERTSEN 

A BILL FOR AN ACT ENTITlED: "AN ACT REMOVING BARRIERS TO 

MORE EFFICIENT DELIVERY OF FOREST FIRE PROTECTION SERVICES 

TO ~DNTANA 1 S FOREST AND FAR~ RESOURCES BY SIMPLIFYING THE 

FOREST FIRE ASSESSMENT SYSTEMo EXPANDING THE RESPONSIBILITY 

AND AUTHORITY OF COUNTIES IN PROVIDING PROTECTION FOR FOREST 

AND FARM RESOURCES, AND ClARIFYING STATUTES RELATING TO 

F I REWAROENS; AMENDING SECTIONS 28-103o 28-l05o Z8-106o 

28-109• 28-llOo Z8~111o 28-11~. 28~117• 28-118, za~12Zo 

28-129, 28-601o 28~602o 28-603o 81-1'o11o 81-l412o AND 

81-l'ol5o R.c.~. 1947; AND REPEALING SECTIONS 28-125o Z8-128o 

AND 28-604, R.C.M. 1947.• 

BE IT ENACTED BY THE LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF ~ONTANA: 

Section 1. Section 28-103o R.c.~. 1947o is amended to 

read as follows: 

•28-103. Definitions. Unless the context requires 

otherwise, in this chapter: 

(1) "forest land" means land which has enough timber, 

standing or downo slash, or brusho to constitute in the 

judgment of the bee~d d~partment a fire menace to life or 

property; grassland and agricultural areas are included when 

25 those areas are intermingled with or contiguous to areas of 

There ar~ no changes ~n ~ G(J?, and due to lenqth will not 
be rerun. Please refer ~o yellow copy for complete text. 

1 H I R D R E A D I N G 
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forest land. 

2 (2) "lands• for conservation purposes means all forest 

3 lands within this state which are officially classified by 

4 the bom-i! .IIJwaL.t.mult as for~st 1 ands ?rt-aeeofitenee--it+'o 

5 see~?ort-?8-~9~-tbt undet 28-106. 

6 (3) •Forest fire• means a fire burning uncontrolled on 

7 forest lands. 

8 (4) •a~gert?red-~o~e~ ~ fire protection district• 

9 means a definite forest land area. the boundaries of which 

10 are fiKedo and wherein forest fire protection is provided 

11 through the medium of an agency recognized by the board. 

12 (5) •Recognized agency• •eans an agency ~e~~eftt~ 

13 owners---~---~ores~--+and~--+rt--ert--o~gert-i~~~est--+~e 

14 pro~ee~?oft-d?s~~. organized for the purpose of providing 

15 forest fire protection ?rt~~e-d?str+e~ and recognized by the 

1b board as giving adequate fire protection to forest lands in 

11 accordance with rules adopted by the board. •-p~++e--egerte~ 

18 ed.Tft?~~er+ftg--eftd--pro~e~-~est--+ertd~--.ey--e+~o--be 

19 ~eeogrt?r~d-by-~fte-boerd-~~-~~ft-en-egeneyw 

20 {6) •Forest fire season• means the period of each year 

21 beginning on May ~+r~~ l and ending on September t+-o+~~+~~ 

22 ~. inclusive; however, in the event of excessive or great 

23 fire danger, this period may be expanded when in the 

24 judgment of the department dangerous fire conditions exist. 

25 When expanded, the d~partment shall give public notice. 
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(7} •Forest fire protection• means the work of 

prevention. detection~ and suppression of forest fires anD 

J.n.t..l.LU:l£Lktio.ing reguia~erfou those funct.jo~. 

tiit--•p.,.~~e~et"t-r~t~te• eeen !II e-bt"ettd-t"ee-rii:tl+tt-wft+ett 

~tte-~eres~-~~~•-P'"~~ee~eft-~~,-a .. e-apPf"~•+~-~e-'e~ 

Pre~e~+en-refte,-~he++-be-des+gn~d-~y-~tle-depBt"~ent.-wTth 

~tle-e~rewe+-~-ttle-board• 

f9t~al •conservation• means the protection and wise 

use of forest• forest range• forest water. and forest soil 

resources in keeping with the coaaon welfare of the people 

of this state. 

t+9tLil •owner• means the person, firmo association~ 

or corporation having the actualo beneficial ownership of 

forest land. or tiabery other than an easeaento r+~ftt-e+-wey 

right-of-was• or aineral reservation. 

t++tLlQl •Board• aeans the board of natural resources 

and conservation, provided for in section 82A-1509. 

t+~tL111 •oepartaent• aeans the departaent of natural 

resources and 

chapter 15.• 

Section 2• 

conservation, provided for in Title B2Ao 

Section 28-105, R.c.M. 1947o is amended to 

read as follows: 

•28-105. Powers of board. The board aay: 

t+t--E+e~++y-~tte-+ere~~-+and-eree~e+--~~~--#er 

wft+ett---eftft,erv~+en---and---f+re--~r~ee~+an--mee~~--ere 
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Pee~eneb+y-re~~redy-end-e~-er-MOd++y-~tle-e+es,~+ee~+Oft 

+f"oe-~+ae-~e-~+ae-es-+n-+~-j~~e~+,-pre~er. 

trt~ Create &r~en+red forest fore protection 

districts. Before a district is created• the board shall 

bold a hearing in any county in which the proposed district 

or a part thereof is included and the depart-ant shall give 

notice of the hearing at least ~en~y-t20t days in advance 

thereof to all owners to be affected by the proposed 

district. S~rvice of the notice •ay be •ade by registered 

or certified •ail or by publication in a newspaper published 

in the county in which the hearing is to be held• end ~ 

If no newspaper is published in the county~ then in a 

newspaper having a general circulation therein. A forest 

fire protection district aay not be created unless approved 

in writing by vote of not less than ~~~-one-~e..-ee~-t5l~t 

of the owners representinq at least +~~-ene-per-een~-t5l~t 

of the acreage to be involved in the proposed forest fire 

protection district. 

t3t14l- Adopt and enforce through 

reasonable rules for the purpose of 

accomplishing the provisions and purposes of 

the depart•ent 

enforcing and 

this chapter; 

howevero these rules •ay not conflict with the powers of the 

board of land coamissioners.• 

Section 3. Section 28-106t R.C.H. 1947, is aaended to 

read as follows: 
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March 17, 1977 

STANDING COMMITTEE REPORT 
Senate Committee on State Administration 

That House Bill No. 68 be amended as follows: 

1. Amend page 1, section 1, line 25. 
Following: "to" 
Insert: "and no further than one-half mile from" 

2. Amend page 7, section 5, line 25. 
Following: "protection," 
Insert: "or within areas protected by a county" 

3. Amend page 14, section 13, line 21. 
Following: "shall" 
Insert: "within the limitations of 28-603" 



March 22, 1977 
SENATE 

COMMITTEE OF THE WHOLE 

That House Bill No. 68 be amended as follows: 

1. Amend page 16, section 14, lines 4 and 5. 
Following: ~appropriate" 
Strike: "from the general fund of the county not to exceed ~~£eeen 

efl.el:!sana-dei%ars-~$15,000t per year" 
Insert: "funds" 

2. Amend page 16, section 14, lines 7 and 8. 
Following: "wages" 
Strike: "to skilled operators of heavy mechanized equipment" 
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HO~SE SILL NO. bB 

INTRODUCED BY &cRTELSENo ROS&INSt SIVERTSEN 

A BILL FOR AN ACT ENTITLED: •AN ACT REMOVING BARRI~RS TO 

MORE EFFICIENT OELI~ERY OF FOREST FIRE PROTECTION SERVICES 

TO HONTA~~A'S FOREST AND FARM RESOURCES BY SIMPLIFYING THE 

FOREST FIR£ ASSESSMENT SVSTEKt EXPANDING THE RESPONSIBILITY 

AND AUTHORITY Of COUNTIES IN PROVIDING PROTECTION FOR FOREST 

AND FARM RESOURCES, AND CLARIFYING STATUTES RELATING TO 

FIREWAROENS; AMENDING SECTIONS 28-103, 28-105t 28-lOoo 

28-109t 28-110, 2B-11lt 28-11~, 28-117, 28-118o 28-122, 

26-129, 28-60lt ZB-60Zt 28-603, 81-l~llo 61-1412, AND 

81-1415, R.c.H. 19~7; AND REPEALING SECTIONS ZB-125, 28-128t 

AND 28-604, R.c.H. 1947•" 

BE IT ENACTED BV THE LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE Of MONTANA: 

Section 1. section 2B-l03t R.c.H. 1947, is amended to 

read as follows: 

"28-103. Oef in it ions. Unless the context requires 

otherwise, in this chapter: 

Ill •Forest land• means Jand which has enough t i illber, 

standing or down, slasho or brush, to constitute in the 

judgment of the board department a fire menace to life or 

property; ~rassland and a~ricultural areas are included when 

those areas are intermingled with or contiguous to ~ 
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EUB~HER IHA~ QNE-HALE MILE ERJh areas of forest land. 

(2) aLandsK for conservation purposes means all forest 

l3nds within this state which are officially classified by 

the board ~epartmerrt as forest lands +n-aeeordanee-~h 

~~n~&-te"r-tbt under 28-106. 

(3) •Forest fire• means a fire burnin~ uncontrollad on 

forest 1 ands. 

(4) "ltr<tf!!n+:r:e<!-f'or~t f..D.&E.S.l fire protection distr ict• 

means a definite forest land area, the boundaries of which 

are fixed, and wherein forest fire ~rotection is provided 

through the medium of an agency recognized by the board. 

(5) KRecognized agenc1• means an agency represent~ 

awner~---o+---+e~est--~--rn--an- argani2ed farest--++re 

~teet+en-n+str+ety organized for the purpose of providong 

forest fire protection +n-the distr+et and recognized by the 

board as giving adequate fire protection to forest lands in 

accordance with rules adopted by the board. A-pub+~ a~ency 

e.,..n+~term~-itftd--prot:ec-Hrt<t--foe~--H!>fttb---y-~~ 

rece<;n~-&y-th-loeet"1!-a-~-an-a~:tey• 

(6) HForest fire season" means the period of each year 

beginning on May f+r~ ~ and ending on September ~ftTrt+eth 

JQ, inclusive; however, in the event of excessive oc ~reat 

fire dangero this period may be expanded when in the 

judgment of the department dangerous fire conditions exist. 

When ~xpanded, the department shall give public notice. 
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(7) •Forest fire p~otection• means the wo~k of 

p~eventiono detection~ and supp~ession of fo~est fires~ 

jncludes ~njog reQuired to perform those functions. 

tat---t> .. ot:eeH-Cft~-meeft§-e-bflHH!-e1"ee-w+~--wh~ 

~he~-~~~re-Foiee~eos't-et't!-~rorimete+y-'ttle--otew 

f'~e't._--~eH-~ri.,__-&y-~fte-d~M:WI-.-w1-'th 

the-eppt"'.,tt+-O~-ti'le 1>-rda 

t9t~ •conse~vation• means the protection and wise 

use of foresto forest ~angeo forest wate~, and fo~est soil 

resou~ces in keeping with the coamon welfare of the people 

of this state. 

t±&tL21 •owne~• •eans the person, fi~m. association£ 

or co~po~ation having the actual. beneflcial owne~ship of 

forest Iandy o~ timbe~y othe~ than an easement, r~~-o+-wey 

rjght-pf-way• o~ mineral reservation. 

t~rt~ •soa~d· means the boa~d of natu~al ~esou~ces 

and conservation, provided for in section 82A-1509o 

~ttLLli •Department• means the department of natural 

resources and 

chapter l5o" 

conservation, provided for in Title 82Ao 

Section 2. Section 28-105, R.c.H. 1947o is amended to 

read as follows: 

"28-105. Powers of board. The board may: 

~t--E+e~~~-the~~trest-+eftd-~..e~-e+--~ne--stete--~ 

wfti.en---e-er.,..t:+~--ertd-~#e--p .. oteet~tt--ntee-r~-ere 
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r-softftb-ry-.-.,qui-redy-ftft<t-eft~---~+y-tfte -e+a~#-i-eot:-i-eft 

frem-H-ae-~t+~e-as-~i-'ts-jtsd~eftt +s-preper• 

t-i!t.Ll.l .:.~eate orgenne.t forest fire protection 

districts. Before a distri~t is created£ the board shall 

hold ~ hearing in any county in which the proposed district 

o~ a part ~hereof is included and the department shall give 

notice of the hearing at least 'twenty-t2ot days in advance 

thereof to all owners to be affected by the proposed 

district. Service of the notice may be made by re~istered 

or certified •ail or by publication in a newspaper publi~hed 

in the county in which the hearing is to be heldy an~ QL1 

if no newspaper is pu~lished in the county~ then in a 

newspaper having a general circulation therein. A forest 

fire protection dlst~ict may not be created unless approved 

in wciting by vote of not less than +++~y-on.,-p~r eeftt t51~t 

of the owners representing at least +iftr ene-p&r-e"'"t-f5ltt 

of the acreage to be involved in the proposed fo~est fire 

protection district. 

t"t.L.ZJ. Adopt and enforce through the departllent 

reasonable rules. for the purpose of enforcing and 

accomplishing the provisions and purposes of this chapter; 

however, these rules may not conflict with the powers of the 

board of land commissioners.• 

Section 3. Section £8-lObo R.C.Ho 1947o is amended to 

read as follows: 
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"28-106. Powers and duties of department. (1) The 

depart•ent may give technical and practical advice to-~~ 

r~~-o+~e-s~e concerning forest, range, water, and 

soil conservation and the establishment and maintenance of 

woodlots, windbreaKS~ eftd-s~el~rs• sbelterbelts. and fgrest 

fire protectjQDa 

(21 The department •ay provide for forest fire 

?rotection of any forest lands through the department or by 

contract or any other feasible means, in cooperation with 

any federal, state, or other recognized a9Qncy. 

Ill Tbe ~cteeot cay classify the forest land areas 

of the state for wbjch conservation aod fjre protection 

measures are cepsooably required and change or •odify the 

klassjfjcatjoo frgm tjme to tiMe as in its judgeent is 

~ 

t3t~ The department shall cooperate with all public 

and other agencies in the development• protection, and 

conservation of the forest, range, and water resources in 

this state. 

C5! Ngnforest lands and j~proyepents •ar be prgtocted 

by the department when reQuested oy the landowner at rates 

determined by the depart•ent. 

t~t~ The depart•ent shall assist the department of 

state lands in the protection, economic development, and use 

of the state forests and forest land held by the state for 
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the_purposes and benefit of the common schools and state 

institutions." 

Section 4. Section 28-109, R.c.H. 1947• is amended to 

..-ead as follows: 

•zB-109. Duty of OMne..- of classified forest land. t+t 

An owner of forest land classified as such by the ~ 

departmgot shall protect against the starting or existeoc~ 

and suppress the spreadT of fire on that land.-. dttring -t+te 

~tt++-~r~of-eeeh-+or~Tire season. This protection and 

suppression shall be in conformit~ with reasonable rules and 

standards for adequate fire protection adopted by toe board. 

If the owner does not provade for the protection and 

suppress&on, the department .ay provide it~ at a cost to the 

landowner of not more than ~~een cen~s-t+&ft 16 cents per 

acre per year +or-&+--~-'1-eftd--eftd-ttot.-w--t:ttan-+....,.._c_s 

t5ft-,_--acre~er-yeer-+or--t;-h!I---~1---Hinctt--+n--t:fte-~ 

~he~~ and not less tban 16 per owner per year in each 

prgtect~istrict. ~ owner of the land shall pay to the 

county treasurer of the county in which the land is situated 

the charge for the sa.a approved by the department. in 

accordance with thas chapter. No other charges may be 

assessed those 1ando~ners participating. except in cases of 

proven negligence on the part of the landowner or his agent. 

t~t--~e-fores~-+ene-o+~ne-she++-&e-e+as~+~+or 

~e~~*~~-~ssess•en~-pu~ses-es-+o++~• 
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tat--E+e~--+--~end+-~orest-+eftd-~~'1-y-s~~+e-~c~ 

1'1"01faeti-cft-~-ioi-ahe--flftd-~~-...-+-~ ... '1-y-~toft:ft!H-e-~cw 

jei-nt-u5e-~-t..._. _ _,t'Odttet-i Dft eft <!I the-~f'ittfft~~-'1-hrestaelt 

o~-a-pe~a&fteftt-&r-~e~pe~aaftttftt-jc~t-~e-ar-a~e--tem~~ 

j&Htt------d.........,~--tite- iftteri• -~--+c~n-g--aftd 

re~cre~tarieft• 

tt.t--t+,.~-H-~ pr*-a~-H-y---ftltt>+e--~ 

~~ ... ftg---er---~tthe.---~~+etoltoarel---ptorpaseST---wh*eh--~e 

-tfte--~-deseritted--i-lt 

lt~ i Oft CIt t-ee.w-

tet--e+c~~--H+--~8ftd•--+end~-p~+m~++y--s~itoltble ~~ 

g~-et'-ftftet"-egriea+i:ttr-e+-ptWpesesT-ione'l-~-sffuettt.--

Mtd--i-ep_,.,.~.--.M-eh---..-w+ttri-ft---the-- ~ore~to ~~e 

p..-eet:+o~ .... s-bttt-l!lo aot 11ee to the dete i led de f i" it~~ 

+attds--tteser+lted--+--!Hibseet+cm--tftt abo we • 'fh~e-4ettds--_., 

on+y-be~ed~or-peyment-wheft-req~e ~ted -by--t:fte--+cmte.ne-r 

ot:-retoe~ dete~-by-the-de!'ert-nt-f!lftd~H-b-blltrtt:ed 

t:o--the--ee-ty--o-s-.--~eeHeet:+«t-oftd-dfs~ritr..rt-o-s 

pre.+eed-+~eet:+on-i!&-tl-h" 

S~ctioo 5. Section 28-110• R.C.H. 1947• is amended to 

read as follows: 

•za-110. What constitutes compliance. 111 An owner of 

e+es~-£-cr-e+-s-ff forest lanos within an organized forest 

LlL£ protection district, ~hile a .ember of~ or while 

participating in a recognized agency for forest protection£ 
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OR HITdiN AREAS PRDIECTEQ BY A COUNTY shall be considered to 

l have fully complied with the requirements of ~~ 28-109. 

3 (21 In establishing boundaries of organized forest 

4 fir,, protection districts covering e+~ts~-+-~-e+elt'!l-fr 

') forest I andso the board may for the purpose of 

b administrative convenience designate rcedST--pi-p~"~ 

7 '!l~~eeMSr-or-cth~ recognizable landmarks as boundaries." 

6 Section 6. Section 28-lllo R.c.H. 1947• is amended to 

9 read as follows: 

10 •zs-111. Oeteraination of costs of fire protection --

11 certification -- tax 1Hvy. (11 The departcent shall prepare 

ll c-~~re-proteet+on ~~aoyal gperatjoo assessment plan ~ 

13 t:fte-ltpp~-o+-t:he-bo~l!l in which fire protection costs ~ 

14 eedo--e+ftlt!l~~~n Mitnilt eaeh--proteet+cft--rofte are 

15 deter•i ned. +ne-bc~d-~+ e'!ltobl i ~ft--tn..--pon+o..--o+--tn.. 

16 p-l-Oftrtett--~-p.-ct:eet~--ec~--~bor- by-the-st:c~-aftd 

11 ~he-~on-to-&e-itC1"t''e-lty tone c•ners of--eJ.~i-~~~rest: 

18 +ftft~ The oepartaent snail requ~st the legislature to 

19 appropriate the state's portion of the cost cs---cppi"'-.t--tty 

20 t:he---b-.t. After the appropriation is made by the 

21 leqislature, the department shall cause an assessment t~ b~ 

22 made on the owners of classified forest lando as specified 

23 in seet:~en 28-109, sufficient to oring the total a~ount 

24 received to the amount specified in the approved plan. 

25 (2) On or before the second Tuesday in August of each 
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year, the-dep<H"fteft~haH-~ffte-the-~-of'-aH-awn­

wtlo-hcYe--flri+eel-to-pt"cw*'ie-iotte-fln"e~t---f-H-e--l"t"cte<:n-+o~ 

th~~--+eftd~-~eq~•red--by--tftr~-e~ptePw ec~e~-.+th-~ 

d~et"~tten-of'-the-+e rt<l~and t:he i r- aereage, ftftd--ea't-ett+et:e 

t:he--eota-1--a-ttftt:-dtoe-ioe-t:he de par t:11 ent ~eeh--ft<H'-f'o~ 

-f-e~~H~~ct:eet:-ionr-wtri eh aeotrnt ...,.-.. ---exeei!d--t:he 

-rieH=-st'~+"•e.t-•ft-~i:+o~&9. 

t37--~e ~ department shall certify in writing to the 

county assessor of each county the names of these owners of 

forest lands in his county, together with a description of 

their lands and a statement of the amount found to be due 

and owing by each of the Qwners to the departllent for forest 

fire protection. 

!31 All~ots rggujred of owners of forest lands by 

~chaptgr are assessments fgr benefjts actually recgjyed 

by those owners jn the pratectiQO gf their lands and ace not 

a tax uggn the prgpectv qf such owpecs. 

(4) Upon receiving the certificate fram the department 

showing the amount due, the county assessor shall extend the 

amounts upon the county tax rolls covering the lands, and 

the sums shall become obligations of the owner to be paid 

and collected in the saae manner and at the same time and 

with like penalties as ~eneral state and county taxes upon 

the same property are collected. All sums collected shall be 

promptly ~n~•~ted--t:c--the--~at:e--t:~eastr~er.--whe-sh~ 
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eepc~+~-the. deposjted in the federal and private grant 

clearance fund for distribution in accordance with ~+eft 

28-124·· 

Section 1. Section 28-114• R.c.M. 1947, is amended to 

read as follows: 

"28-l1't. Per•it for burning required. During the 

forest fire season or an expansion thereof~ a person aay not 

ignite or set a forest fire. slash burning fire, land 

clearing fire, debris burning fire, or an open fireT within 

forest landsy without an official written perait to i~oite 

or set the fire from s--+i-rewcrdet'l- er peece--oH+c-er 

eutho"-6-t)y-the--<fe-pi!H'..,.,..__ tc i s~-"1tleh- per•i t~-f'M" 

f'e~~ tbe rg&ogoized protection ageocw foe that 

prgtectiqo area. A per11it is not required in order to 

build, set~ or ignite a campfire within and upon a 

designated improved ca•ping ground~ or upon a plot of land 

froa which all vegetable and inflacmaole matter and d~bris 

have been removed to a point where it •ay not become ignited 

by the campfire or by sparks therefroa.• 

Section e. Section 28-117• R.c.M. 1947• is amended to 

read as follows: 

"18-117. Throwing lighted ... gs~~y-ete. materjals 

penalty. 9dr+o~~he--fe~t-f'+re--~e~ony--e~-def'+ned--by 

th~--eet~efty A person who ~++-t~---p+eee throws gr 

~any liyhted cigarette, cigar, ashes~ or other flaming 
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or glowing substance ~-eny--su&s~~e--er--th~~ that may 

eeu-se--.o--f-i.re,.-~n--any4'Taee-where-sueh-H<jh1:ed-e-i-gare~ 

e+ga~-~--he~-ar-ct-+ter-Aa.ri~-ar-~+o"~--saMt<tfteey 

or--ather--subst..,ee--ar-th..,~ST-.....,-<hreet+y-ar-i-Mti-ree~ 

start a fire in or near any forest materialy or-~hra..-~ram-a 

veMe-W.-atty-+~--e~rei<teT-e+~ar.,.-ashes-or-otm.r f 1 ,.. i ft'l 

er-gl ... in g sabrtenee,.-ar-an y sabs tanee--or--thi-ft9--~--y 

e--i'-t-rey-shaH-be l:i. guilty of a misdemeanor.R 

Section 9. Section 26-116, R.c.M. l947o is aeended to 

read as foil o11s: 

•28-116. Spark arresters to be provided ~r--eft9+nesy 

ei<e• s-~~h~of"t!!rt-Hre seasonw--as-cf~--lty-thtl-aetT 

no tiQ person ~+ ~ use, drive~ or operate 11ithin any 

forest lands, any •<>Od ~>r eaa+ ltarlt+ft?-leeo,...t"ey-~i-ft<J 

eft<)+fte<r-portaMe-~g-i-rteT--trae-t~-eng~e..--ar--st:et:-ionary 

engine w ar--8fty-eaa+---wot>d-tttrrt'li-rtg-j-r-.or +oeder, -ar 

internal combustion engioey ~~is not equipped with 

a moderno efficieo~ ana adequate spark arrester and with 

11oderno efficient devices to prevent the escape of sparks, 

coals, cinders~ and other burning aaterial from the ~ 

s~,-~--b~..-ash-pen-or exhaust of any such enginey 

j-r-er-+ae~. il~t:-shti+-lte-ania•fal-~--y persen to 

opefltt:e-atty-saeh-i!n?i-tteY ja-et -ar-+oee-..-..;.~~wr-i'ot"~ 

+anes--dari-llg-any-+erest:-~ot:eet:i-en-seasony-exeept:-when-sdeh 

sp~--arf"t!!St:er--ftftd--ot:her--dew+ees--ftere+n---de+i-~d---are 
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e~~i-ent:T--eomp+et:e-ond-preper+~nrta++ed-+or-t:he-purpose 

+rtt:eft~f!•" 

Section 10. Section 23-122• R.c.M. 1947• is dmended to 

rea1 as follows: 

"28-122. Oepartpeot of state lands ~enc--e&mm~ers 

and ~~ county e.....;.ss+ofters goyernjng body to cooperate. 

The department of state lands and boards---a+ county 

e.._.;.ss+oners ~~QQ¥ llfly .:ollilll cooper ate ., i th the 

department to the extent legally permissible in providing 

means and methods of safeguarding the forest land lying 

within the state and ''l preventing fire nuisance thereon. 

The department of state lands and the boards-a+ county 

e~+oners ~njng bodr .ay ~ list forest lands 

under their jurisdicti~ with a-reeogtri-red-agen..,.-..... the 

department for forest protection. The moneys the state and 

counties become liable far under this section shall be ~aid 

from funds provided by law for the protection of the forest 

lands owned by the state and counties.u 

Section 11. Section 28-129 9 R.c.M. 1947• is amended to 

read as follows: 

"26-129. Owners of forest lands may have hearing 

before board -- conditions. An owner of forest land •*thi-n 

----orgftft-i-red-f'orest:-1'-H-e-prot:eet:i-on-di-striet: is enti tlea to 

a hearing oefore the ooardt after a request therefor~ on any 

subject pertaining to the activities of the board~ or-o+ the 
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depa.-t•oent.,. o.- any c-ecognized agency as agent of the 

depac-tmenty affecting the owne.-•s p.-ope.-ty. A .-equest for a 

hea.-ing before the boa.-d may not have the effect of 

suspending the operations of the boa.-d£ or the depa.-~~ento 

or any agent of the depa.-tment.,. undertaken pu.-suant to this 

chapte.-, but.,. upon the hearing, the board may te.-minate 

those operations ~f found un.-easonable. A heac-ing pe.-taining 

to costs cha.-ged against the forest land of an owner for 

protection thereof, as p.-ovided in seet+en 28-109, aust be 

requested on o.- before ~l>e fi fteent:h de' -of August U ef 

each year.• 

Section 12. Section 2B-60lt RoCoMo 1~7, is a.ended to 

.-ead as follows: 

"29-601. Autho.-ity of county eo .. i~sioners ggyernjng 

~ to p.-otect .-angeo fac-~ and forest resou.-ces. Foe- the 

pu.-pose of p.-otection and conse.-vation of rangeo fa.-~ and 

forest .-esou.-ces, and of the p.-evention of soil e.-osiono the 

~es~t:+we-boerd!l of county eo...rss+e:rw.rs goye.-noog bo<ly ere 

hereby-ou~~+red-t:o aAY perform the functions he~+ne?~ 

provided in thjs cbapte.-." 

Section 13. Section 28-602, R.C.H. 19~7. is amended to 

read as follows: 

"28-602. Functions of the~ county goyernin~ oody. 

The ~t:+ens---o+---t:he---re~pecti.e---beft~~-o~-eouftty 

c~e+ss~ count¥ ggyernjo~ body. with respect to rural 

-13- riB 66 

1 

2 

3 

4 

5 

6 

7 

8 

9 

10 

11 

12 

13 

14 

15 

16 

17 

18 

19 

20 

21 

22 

23 

Zit 

25 

HB 0068/03 

fi.-~ cont.-ol~ shall b~ ca.-c-y out the specific autho.-itias 

and duties he.-einafte.- imposed.~ 

(11 To ~ ggyerniog body shall provide for the 

organization of volunteer .-ural fire cont.-ol crews~~ 

(2} ~ The ggyernjog Qody sball appoint a county .-ural 

fire chief and such district cu.-al fire chi~fs• subject to 

the direction and supervision of the county .-ural fire 

chief, as they aoy-deew consider necessa.-y. The county c-uc-al 

fi.-e chief may be a c-egular county office.- or other persooy 

who in the opinion of the board is the best qualified to 

pee-foe-• the duties of this office and who sfte++--serye 

•+~ ~not entitled tg additional co.pensation foe- the 

duties hereby i.posedo All dist.-ict fire chiefs sha11 ~erve 

without: compensatio~ .. 

t'3T- Boord~ -ef-eotlft~ r ~s?ontWS...-ectfflfJ1>tti"Stttlft't_, 

th+~--cct:...-.ey-eo-ope~w~-f'eee,.ri~~t:ot:e-~ct:ne.o-+~e 

prC'teet:+ett---e<Jefte+es...--~c+tt~~-bccH"ds---ef----eettft'tT 

e~+ctfters---cf eejo i fti ftg eoomt+es-+n-p1'0Y+-di-~---Oftd 

-t:hees-c-f--sof'eguerd-i-ftg-t:he-.-M~~...--fet'-tmd--fO'f'~-fli!HI~ 

w+-t:h-i-f'~l'le--st:C'te--cftel-+ft pl'e•efttiftg fire rusi>sertee-~Oftw 

fJI The cqyntY ggyecoing bqdy $hall WITHIN THE 

LIMITATIONS Of 28-603 protect the range. farm. and fqrest 

Janos wjthin the county fru• fjre jn cooperation with 

federal, statet and other fjre protection agencies. 

jocludio~ goyernjog bodigs of adJOining cquntjes." 
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Section lito Section 28-603, ~.c.M. 1947. is amended to 

read as follows: 

•28-603. Powers of ~ county goyernjog Jodyo 

{1} Sc'l!lrd-!t-oi' l.bil county e~-Mm-~ g.Q)I.erniog body "'ay 

in the+r ~ discretion establish fire seasons annually 

during which no person ~ha~+ ~ ignite or sat any forest 

tire, or slash uurning fire, or land clearing fire. or 

debris burning fireo or any open firey within IHf_ CWUNTY 

PROTECTION A8EA ON any forest. range~ or crop lands. subject 

to the provisions of this act. without having obtained an 

official written permit to ignite or set such fire from e 

e~y---rOH'ft+-i'-i-re-eMe-1'-er f rea '" d ~~-i-et:-rtH"el--f+re-ehi-e-1' 

THE RECQGMIZEO PROIECilUN ~GENCX fQR THAI PRQJECTlON AKEA~~ 

(21 Any person who ~++ ~ jgnites or '~ ~~ 

any forest fire• or slash burning fireo or land clearing 

fire, or debris burning fireo or any open firey within any 

forest, range~ or crop land subject to the provisions of 

this act without first having obtained a written permit to 

ignite or set such fire sfte++ ~ be guilty of a 

misdemeanor~£ 

(3) To au;~aent rural crews in case Of serious 

emergency.1 the bc>ere gollj!rnjn;J body may provide for the 

organization and training of voluntary uroan tire cre~s to 

be used in rural areas~. 
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(4) Any county rural fire chief el'ld;tor ,jistrict rural 

fire chief may enter private property either with or without 

fire control crew~ for the purpose of suppr~ssing firesT and 

e~ ~ exempt from any damaqe resulting from such activit~~ 

(51 The board co•wty goyergjng body is authorized to 

appropriate f~c~-t:h~-g~erc+--+cnd--ei'--t:he--eeul'lt:y--l'lct--t:e 

e•eeed-f?ftee~~tt,end-dc+~~-t*±7T9&8t-~~-reftr ~ for 

the purchase, care.1 and maintenance of ~~++~t:~ 

fjcefight.jqg equipaenty or for the pay~~ent of wages t:e. 

HH+ed--ope,-"'""r-s-~--tt..e • r -ehsn i r~qtt~ft't in t:fte 

prevention. detectj~ ~_ana suppression of fires~ ·~-ee..ed 

~eee~~ or if the r,eneral fund is budgeted to the full 

liaito the board county gpyerpiog body may at any time fixed 

by law for levy and assess.ent of taxes levy a tax at such 

r3te as in their judgment will be necessary to raise such 

needed sum not to exceed fift:eel'l ~hettSend--de+~~ 

tSl'>oOOOt.• 

Section 15. There is a new R.C.H. section that reads 

as follows: 

State to be reimbursed tor forest fire suppression 

activites in noncooperating countie~. A county that has not 

entered into a cooperative or other written agreement with 

the state for forest protection shall reimourse the state 

for costs incurred by the state in connection with state 

fire suppression activities resulting from a forest fire 
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emergency in that county. 

Section 16. Section 81-1411, R.c.M. 1947, is amended 

to read as follows: 

"81-1411· Duties of department of natural resources 

and conservation. The depart-ant of natural resources and 

conservation shallo under the direction and control of the 

state board of land commissioners, do all the field work in 

the selection, location, exa•inationr appraisement, and 

reappraisement of state ti•berlandso It shall do all acts 

required of it by the board, and under the direction of the 

board it has general charJe of the ti~rlands of the state. 

It shallo under the supervision of the boardo execute all 

matter~ pertaining to forestry withon the jurisdiction of 

the state; have charge of all firewardens of the state and 

direct and aid them in their duties; direct the protection, 

improvement£ and condition of state forests; take such 

3Ction as is autho~ized by law to prevent and extinguish 

fo~estr brush£ and grass fores; enforce the laws pertaining 

to forest and brushcover landsv and prosecute for any 

violation of those laws. ~~-~~~~~~ed 

~~-+erge-~~~er~r--ee+~~wt+oft--to--~~e--deftge~~rom 

~~~--r~v-om-~o-~e-i'oreft~snd-t.re:S1'8~+ew~-end 

t~e+r-pene~~e~--~~-ftCt~--sha~--be--pos~e--~-the 

~-i-re•ar<ten--~-eOt'lsp-i-euottS-pl-eee s -i-~-the-st!'IH!re+-ottnt-i-es -o-f 

t~e-s~o~ey-end--par~-i-eu+or+y--+n--eru~--end--~s~ov~red 
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eo~tryv--M--~requen...- i nt er "" J s -..+eng--!t"t:retlllls--oM~tl-~ttes 

+~et'ftlented-by---t-ou r-i-~v---tlttft~t'!h"---ar><I---Hsmo,.,..,ttv--a~ 

es-M· i shed ee~-srtesr-ond--~ery-pa!t"t:-e+f'-i-ee-1-tt-t.-he 

~or~d-reg+Oftw The department shall establish apd maintain 

forest ~antral training programs for state fjrefjgbters 

and ather per~equiring trainiog,a 

Section 17• Section 81-1412, R.c.M. 1947o is a.ended 

to reao as follows: 

MBl-1412. Fire~ardens. The depart.ent of natural 

resources and conservation sha11 appoint firewardeos in such 

nuaber and localities as it cOAsiders necessary wrseT 
~blie spirited--e~~+rens--~e aetas we1~e&r-fire•ardens. 

Every sheriff• undersberiffo deputy sheriffo state fish and 

game warden, ftnd ~ state fish and game director• me•bcrs 

of the board of natural resources and cooservatign. tbe 

djrectgr of the departaeat of natural resources and 

cooseryation and employees of the department designateg by 

hjma officers of organized forest protection districts. 

~rs of the Hontana higbway patrol• officers gf tbe 

national park seryice residing in Montana, and officers of 

tbe bureau of Indian affairs -i-5-...-~~o-e-~~rewarden aLe 

firewardeoso but may not receive any additional ca.pensation 

by reason of the duties hereby i mposed-r-en<!-~M.,--tta++-be 

eat'ls-i-def'edt><t~H~ewarden~-urtder-~l'le-~~IIIS-ai'-t:ll~~1:. The 

supervisors and rangers of the federal forest lands within 
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this state~ whenever they formally accept the duties and 

l responsibilities of firewardens, may be appointed vo+u~~ 

3 fi rewardens-r-end-hawe-ri+-t:he po•er!t-g+Ye--+f,....,ar~-by 

~ ~ft+~ee~. The firewardens shall promptly report all fires to 

5 the departaent of natural resources and conservation, take 

6 immediate and active steps towarc their exting~ish~ent, 

7 report any violation of forest laws, and assist in 

8 apprehending and convicting offenders.• 

9 Section 18. Section B1-l~l5o R.c.H. 19~7, Is amended 

10 to read as follows: 

11 •a1-1~15. Duties of departaent of natyral rgsoyrces to 

12 protect state lands firewerdens -end--~es~e~. The 

13 department of-n~o+-resourees &ftd--eenserwa~foft and ~ 

1~ f'ffewer.tett~-t-e~~ee...--.t~. under such rules as 

15 the state board of land commissioners •ay ~rovioe, shall 

16 protect the t+.Der natural respyrces of the statey and 

17 especially the ~er natural resoyrces owned by the stateT 

18 from destruction by firey aod~ for such purpose, in 

19 e~ergencies, may employ _..n and incur other expenses when 

20 necessary.• 

21 Section 19. Repealer. Sections 26-125, 2B-12Bo and 

22 28-60~, R.c.H. 19~7. are repealed. 

-End-
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