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A BILL FOR AN ACT ENTITLED: "AN ACT CREATING A FIRE MARSHAL 

ADVISORY COUNCIL; RAISING THE TAX ON FIRE INSURANCE PREMIUMS 

FOR MAINTENANCE OF THE FIRE MARSHAL BUREAU; AND PROVIDING 

FOR DISPOSAL OF THE HGNEY COLLECTED; AMENDING SECTIONS 

82-1201 A~O 82-1231, RoCoHo 1947; AND REPEALING SECTION 

64-1902, R.C.Ho 1947.• 

BE IT ENACTED BY THE LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF MONTANA: 

Section 1. Section 62-1201• R.c.H. 1947• is amended to 

read as follows: 

"82-1201. ~ree~•Oft---e+--e~ftee--ef--~~e~e--~re ~ 

marshal ~ fi~e prevention advisory co~ission. 

( t) There is en--e+He.t-~-~--~+re---sn..+. ~ 

m1rshaJ bureau in the department of j~ which is under 

the supervision and control of the eemmts~tener-e~-tnsurenee 

~ttorney geneLai. 

(2) The ~~e~e ~of the fire marshal ~~Y shall 

be appointed by the eo••+ss+oner--ef--+nsttronee ~~ 

~~ and shall serve at his pleasure. !he chief of the 

fire marshal Qureau js.the state fjre marshal. 

[3} A person appointed state fire marshal shall ~: 

[a) hftye at least ~en--110t years of progressively 
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responsible experience in fire protection; or 

2 (b) a degree in engineering from a racognized 

3 institution of higher education and ~wc--t27 yaars• 

4 experience in fire protectioni or 

5 jc) a degree from a recognized institution of higher 

6 education in fire protection engineering or fire protection 

1 technology. 

8 t~t--Nc~-~~~er-~hen-~h+r~y-139t--deys--~~~er--~h+s--e~ 

9 beeome~---~~ee~+•e--~he- ~&••i~s~--ef-~tnsttrehee--sh&+~ 

10 eppo•n~-e-f~e-pre.eftt+oft-edw+sery--e~s~n--e~sed--c~ 

11 ~he-~o~~ow+n~-meebers~ 

12 tet--ene---~ersen---represen~+n~---~he--~+re--+nsar~nee 

l3 +nd~y-whose-+n~·~~-~~+~e-~or-one-t~t-yeer~ 

14 tbt--ene-per~on--represen~•~g--+ftdUs~ry--wWose--+n+~+e+ 

15 ~er.-she~~-be-~or-one-t~7-T~ 

16 tet--ene---perscn---represen~Tn9--~u~+-t•ae--pe+d--~~re 

11 de~~r~eents-~ho~e-+n+~e+-~erm-she+T-be-~or-~wo-t~t-yeers~ 

lB tdt--ene-per~on-re~resent+ft9rYC~tt~eer-++re-de~ortme~ 

l'l whose-+~~+~+-~erm-sne++-be-for-~wo-1~t-yeors~ 

20 tet--Sne-~erson-represen~~n~-ereht~ee~--o~--tfte--s~o~e 

21 whose-+n+~+a+-~erm-she+~-be-~or-~hree-1~~-yeerst 

2l t+t--ene--person--represen~•ng-~he-ptie+•e-whose-~H+~~a+ 

23 ~erm-~he+l-be-~or-~oar-t~t-yeorst 

24 f9t--~fl~-ee~f~~fofler-o+-+"suraMe~. 

25 ·~~er-term~net+on-of--~--+n~t+a+--~ermy--e+t--members 
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~hft~~--&e--appe+nted--~e~--~eup--t~~yeeY--t~~·-AppG+ftted 

~embe~-e~-the-~+~+3ft-she++-be-rermbursed--~r--meet+"~s 

et--the--rete--~--t•eft~-~+&rs-f~&t-~-dey-p+us-ee~ 

ewpeftses--~e+ttd~g--m++ee~---~eedT---eftd---+edg+n~·---~he 

ee~~~+oft~--e~--+ftsu~ftee-she++-serye-es-ehe~~fty-eftd-the 

~tete-~~+re--mer~+-~he++--ser.e--es-~eeretery---e+---the 

ee~oo+~+e,_ 

~ The attorney general shall create a fjce marshal 

~otx coun(il jn accgrdancg with procedures proyjded _in 

82A-110o• 

Section 2. Section 82-1231, R,[,H, 1947, is aaended to 

.-ead as fall ovs: 

•az-1231. Tax on fire insurance 

~aintenance of state fire •~·~e~++ee 

preoliu11>s for 

maC $ba1 ~ bureau.; 

Each insurer authorized to effect insurance risks enu•erated 

in sHbseet+eft--~~-~eet+eft 11-1919T!Zl doing business in 

this state shall pay to the state auditor and commissioner 

of insurance ex officio, during the month of February or 

March in each year, in addition to the taxes on premiums 

.-equired by law to be paid by it, a tax of t~ee-~eHrth~-e~ 

ene-per-eeftt-t3~4-e~ 1~t on the fire po.-tion of the di.-ect 

p.-emiums on such risks received dWring the calenda.- year 

next preceding, after deducting cancellations and return 

premiums, &evenues from the ~x shall_be deposited jnto the 

25 ear•arked reienye fund to~the credjt of the firg marshal 
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bureau. depart•ent of justjcea for the use of the bureau ~ 

proyjdod by law.• 

Section 3, There is a new R.c.H. section that reads as 

follows: 

Disposal of money collected by 82-1231, (1) Of the 

revenue collected during the calenda.- year under 82-1231, a 

portion not to exceed 25~ shall be used to provide 

supplemental funding to county governments pa.-ticipating in 

a fire prevention program established by the fire ma.-shal 

bureau. The operation of the program shall be subject to 

approval by the pa.-ticipating county govern.ents. 

(2) If less than 25~ of the revenue derived by the tax 

imposed by 82-1231 is used du.-ing a fiscal year fo.-

suppl e..ental funding to county govern•ents for fire 

prevention programs, the balance shall be expended the 

following fiscal year in a program designed to encourage 

fire departments in fi.-e prevention programs. The standards 

for distributing this funding to fire departments shall be 

developed by the fire marshal advisory council provided for 

by B2-l201o 

Section 4, Repealer. Section 84-1902, R,c,H. 1941, is 

repealed. 

-End-
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.. STATE OF MONTANA 
REQUEST NO. 14-77 

FISCAL NOTE 

Form BD-15 

'·In compliance with a written request rel:aived January 6 , 19 __JJ_, there is hereby submitted a Fiscal Note 

for House Bill 67 pursuant to Chapter 53, Laws of Montana, 1965 · Thirty·Nlnth Legislative Assembly. 

Background information used in developing this Fiscal Note is available from the Office of Budget and Program Planning, to members 

of the Legislature upon request. 

DESCRIPTION OF PROPOSED LEG!SL.ATION: 

An Act creating a Fire Marshal Advisory Cc.uncil, raising the tax on fire insurance premiums for maintenance of the Fire Marshal 
Bureau, and providing for disposal of the money collected. 

ASSUMPTIONS: 

1. The Advisory Council will have five (5) members and there will be two (2) Council meetings per year. 

2. Revenues will increase approximately 8% per year. 

3. The maximum supplemental funding to counties allowed (25%) will be provided. 

FISCAL IMPACT: 

Tax on Fire Insurance Premiums: 

Less: 

Under Proposed law 
Under Current law 

Increase in Collections 

Additional Expenditures: 

25% to participating counties 
Cost of Advisory Council 

Total additional expenditures 

Net increase (decrease) in operation 

• LOCAL IMPACT: 

FY 78 FY 79 

$317,000 $342,000 
238,000 257,000 

$ 79.000 $ 85.000 

$ 79,250 $ 85,500 
958 958 

$ 80,208 $ 86,458 

~~ 1,208) ($ 1,458! 

Counties would receive additional funding totalling im estimated $79,250 in FY 78 and $85,500 !n FY 79. 

, TECHNICAL NOTE: 

Sufficient earmarked funds will not be available until approximately July, 1978, to fund the Fire Marshal Bureau. 
Therefore,· FY 78 must be supported with a general fund appropriation. 

Also, the act proposes that Section 84-1902, R.C.M., 1947, be repealed. The existing section requires that funds other 
• than collections under the provisions of 8~'-1231 from fire insurance premiums be deposited into the general fund . 

. /.'.R......f d.~ ... ;;;·. -
BUDGET DIRECTOR ~ t,-1 
Office of Budget and Program Planning 

Date: /-/I- 71 
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HOUSE BILL JO. 67 

INTRODUCED BY ROBBIHS, BERTELSEN, SIVERTS!H, 0 1 CONM~LL 

~ BILL FOR AN ACT ENTITLED: •AH ACT CBElTIHG A FIR! !ABSHAL 

ADVISORY CODICIL; RAISING THE Tll ON FIRE IISURlMCE PREfti08S 

FOR ~liiTENlHCE OF THE FIRE ftlRSHlL BUB!lO; lHD PROVIDING 

FOR DISPOSAL OP THE ftOHEY COLLECTED; l!EHDIHG SECTIONS 

82-1201 lHD 82-1231, B.C.!. 1947t AlP RIPIA.IIG SIG,J94 

gq l9001r llwCr!lo 19q;r." 

BE IT ENACTED BY THE LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF 80RT1Rl: 

Section t. section 82-1201, R.C.B. 1947, is a•ended to 

read as follows: 

•82-1201. CFea•iee ei eifiee ei s•a•e fi£e Fire 

aarshal bureau fire prewention adwisory coaiission. 

(1) There is ae effise ei s•a•e ii£e Ia£eha1 1 g_!i~§ 

aarshal bureau in the depart•ent of justice which is under 

the supervision and control of the &8IIieei8aeE 8f ieseEa&ee 

~torney general. 

(2} The ~ chief of the fire •arshal £9~~~ shall 

be appointed by the ee•aiesieeeE sf iase£aa8e attorn~ 

qegeral and shall serve at his pleasure. The chief of tk~ 

fire aarshal byreau is the state fire •arshal. 

(3) A person appointed state fire aarshal shall W!= 

~a) ~ at least ~10t years of prcgressiwely 
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responsible eaperience in fire protection; .-

{b) a degree in engineering fro• a recoqnized 

institution of higher education and ~2+ years• 

experience in fire protection; or 

{c) a degree fro• a recognized institution of higher 

education in fire protection engineering or fire protection 

technology. 

~~ Wet late£ thaa th&E•t (~QJ ears alta£ this aet 

appeiat a tiwe p~e•eati8a al•ise£f &8IBiesiaa eaapasei af 

the falleeia! ae•~eE&I 

ialast£y -'8se iaitial te~ &hall ae few eaa (1J yeaEt 

fhJ Qaa pe&s8B Eepseseatia9 i•lastEf ehasa iailial 

teE& shall ~a ie£ eae (1) fBBEf 

f•J 911:e pe£&88 I'Bp£eseati89 iall tin. paill fi£e 

fl) Qae peEsea Fep£eseatia! •elaatee£ fil'8 lepa£taeate 

ahaee iaitial taEa eaall ~e fa£ tva fOil yea£et 

(e) Qaa pe&eea E&PEaeeatia~ a£ahiteate ef ~~ 

vheee iaitial te&• saall he fa£ th£ea 1~1 yea£&f 

If) Qae pe£&88 £Bp£asea~ia9 the pahlia wa8ee iaitial 

te~• shall he iu· k<i£--{'1) yens 1 

19> 'he eaaaissiaaeE af ia&a£aaee. 
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shall -· appeiate~ I&E faRE (qj JBRE lBER&o lppei~ 

aeaheea ef the eeaaiesiea aaall -· veia-aesei fee ••~ 

eapeasea iaalaAie~ ailea~e, feaA, aai lei~i·~· lhe 

eeaaisaieaee af iasaEaaee saall ••••e aa ahaie•aa, aad the 

state five aaeshal shall ••••• as aeaEelaey af lhe 

••••••••••• 
tilt Th~_!11Q!get general shall ct~§te a fit~!h!l 

adJisorJ coqncil ip accordance with procedures provided in 

82&-110," 

Section 2. Section 82-1231. R.C.R. 19q7• is aaended to 

read as follows: 

"82-1231. Tai on fire insurance preaiuas for 

.aintenance of state fire aaeaaal's affiee aarshal t:u:U!!.!!• 

Each insurer authorized to effect insurance risks enueerated 

in eaheestiea tee ef sestiea 11-1919TJ1l doing business in 

this state shall pay to the state auditor and coaaissioner 

cf insurance e:c officio. during the eonth of February or 

!arch in each year. in addition to tbe ta:ces on pre•io•s 

requirea by law to be paid by it, a tax of theee feaEths •* 
tbe fire portion of tbe direct 

preeiuas on such risks receiwed during tbe calendar year 

next preceding. after deducting cancellations and return 

preaiu•s. 

eafBa!kei eeeeaae i!R4 4e !ae !feii• sf 'ie fiE& eaJ&h!! 
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»!••••• iepart!&Bt ~~ 1ea,iee, fe1 'he Y&!=!l=~!f~ae _as 

pfe!iiei hy l!!c• 

section 3. There is a nev B.C.R. section that reads as 

follows: 

Disposal of aoney collected by 82-1231. 11) Of the 

rewenue collecte~ durinq the calendar year under 82-1231. a 

portion not to e:cceed 251 shall be used to provide 

supplemental funding to county gowerneents participating in 

a fire preTention progra• established by the fire earsbal 

bureau. The operation of the prograa shall be subject to 

approwal by the participating county qoYernaents. 

12) If less than 251 of the rewenue deriyed by the tax 

iaposed by 82-1231 is used durinq a fiscal year for 

suppleaental funding to county go•ernaents for fire 

prewention prograas. the balance shall be e:cpended the 

following fiscal year in a prograa designed to encourage 

fire departaents in fire prevention prograas. The standards 

for distributing this funding to fire departaents sball be 

deYeloped by the fire aarshal advisory council prowidEd for 

by 82-1201. 

8eeliaa q, Repealefo iaa,iea 811 190~, Robolo 19q~, is 

fepealei. 

-End-
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