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HOU~ BILL NO. 48 

INTRODUCED BY _____ BQB~A~D~J,~E~Y-----------------------------· 

A BILL FOR AN ACT ENTITLED: •AN ACT TO CLARIFY STATE POLICY 

ON THE MANAGEMENT OF STATt LANDS; DECLARING THAT STATE LANDS 

SHALL BE MANAGED TO YIELD A BROAD RANGE OF MONETARY AND 

NONMONETARY BENEFITS TO PRESENT AND FUTURE GENERATIONS OF 

MONTANANS; PROVIDING THAT All DECISIONS REGARDING STATE 

LANDS SHALL BE CONSISTENT WITH THE ENVIRONMENTAL POLICIES, 

REQUIREMENTS, AND PROCEDURES OF THIS STATE; AMENDING 

SECTIONS 81-103 AND 81-2401, R.C.M. 1947; AND PROVIDING AN 

IMMEDIATE EFFECTIVE DATE.• 

BE IT ENACTED BY THE lEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF MONTANA: 

Section 1. Section Bl-103o R.C.M. 1947, os amended to 

read as follows: 

•st-103. Powers and duties of board. The board shall 

exercise general authority, direction, and control over the 

care, management, and disposition of state lands~ and 

subject to the investment authority of the board of 

investmentsy the funds arising from the leasins9 use, sale, 

and disposition of those lands or otherwise coming under its 

administration. In the exercise of these powers, the guiding 

rule and principle is that these lands and funds are held in 

trust for the people of thi~tate pursuant to ALLi~~ 
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~ectjon 111-of the Montana constjtytiono for the support of 

educationy and for the attainment of other worthy objects 

helpful to the well-being of the people of this state; and 

the board shall .administer this trust to secure the 1 argest 

measure of legiti111ate and reasonable monetary ,)nd 

nonllorjetary ·advantage to the state .. , corisTstgrit with the_ 

~olicies, statutes, and reguJations gf the state. The board 

shall ..anage these lands under the multiple-use aanagement 

concept defined as: The •anagement of all the various 

resources of the state lands so that they are utilized in 

that combination best aeeting the needs of the people and 

the beneficiaries of the trust, aaking the aost judicious 

use of the land for some or all of those resources or 

related services over areas large enough to provide 

sufficient latitude for periodic adjustaents in use to 

conform to changing needs and conditions; that some land 

will be used for less than all of the resources, and 

harmonious and e&-e~~"e~~ cgordinat¢d aanagement of the 

various resources, each with the othe~, without impairment 

of the productivity of the land, with consideration being 

given to the relative values of the various resources. 

Managemgnt decisjons concerning state lands shall ~ 

fully with this s¢ctioo.M 

Section 2. Section Bl-2401, R.c.H. 1947, is amended to 

read as follows: 
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"81-2401. Policy of state. It is in the best inte~est 

2 and to the great advantage of the state of Montana to seek 

3 and__ allow onlY the h~g~t ~~ development of 

4 state-owned lands consj steot wjtb the multiple-use .-kmr~ 

5 ~fined tn 81-103 and with the golicjes, statutes, and 

b regulations of thjs state in orde~ that they might be placed 

7 to their h+gh~-ftft~ best long-tera use and thereby ~~i¥e 

8 xlll.5l g~eater re.reft .. e bene-fits for the support of the cammon 

9 schools, the university system~ en~ other institutions~ 

10 befte~~+n~-~here~r&M ~ other worthy pyrposes _they may 

11 ~~ ~-~ttai:--+n-.o--do+ng IllW; the econo111y of the 1 ocal 

12 com•unity as well as the ecooomy and edyironmgot of thg 

13 state +s ~ benefited as a result of the impact of saeh 

14 ~hat deoele~e~ aanaggmgnt. State lands shall be aana~ 

15 not gnly to secure reasonable. fjOagciaJ returns for the 

lb statg without impairment of tbeir productivity. but also~ 

11 ;tttain othgr worthy ob jgcts tHilpfu-1 to the well-being of t.hil 

18 people of this statg.• 

19 Section 3o Effective date. This act is effective on 

20 its p~ssage and approval. 
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