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HOUSE BILL 110. 5 

II~BODUCBD Bl HUENNEKENS, VINCENT, LORY 

A BILL FOR AI ACT ENTITLED: "AI ACT TO ESTABLISH THE OFFICE 

OF COURT AD!IJISTBlTOB.• 

BE IT BRACTBD BI THE LBGISL!TURB OF THE STATE OF !OBT!BA: 

Section 1. Court adlliai.strato:r - office c:reated 

appointaent teras - coapensation. The:re is estab1ished 

the office of con:rt aa.inist:rator. The snpreae court sha11 

appoint a con:rt adaini.st:rator and fii the sala:ries of the 

court adainistrator and his assistants. The court 

adainistrator sha11 bold his position at the pleasure of the 

court. 

Section 2. Staff. iith the app:ro•a1 of the supreae 

court, the court adainistrator aay hire assistants to assist 

hia in the perforaance of his duties. Jeither the court 

adainistrator nor any assistant aay practice law in any of 

the courts of this state while holding his position. 

Section 3. Duties. The court adainistrator is the 

adaini.strati~e officer of the court. Under the direction of 

22 the snpre.e court, the court adainistrator sha11: 

23 [1) prepare and present judicial budget requests to 

24 the legislature; 

25 (2) co11ect, coapile, and report statistica1 and other 
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data relating to the business transacted by the courts and 

pro~ide such inforaation to the 1egis1atnre upon request; 

(3) recoaaend to the supr~ae court isproveaents in the 

judiciary; and 

(4) perfora such other duties as the supreae court aay 

assign. 

Section 4. Cooperation of court officers. !11 court 

officers. inc1uding c1erks of district courts, sha11 coap1y 

with requests aade by the court adainistrator for 

inforaation and statistica1 and financial data bearing on 

the busilless transacted by the courts. 

Section 5. Federal funds. ,The supreae court aay accept 

federal funds to suppleaent the funds appropriated to the 

court for the purpose of carrying out this act. 

Section 6. 'Severability. If a part of this act is 

in•alid. al1 va1id parts that are severab1e fro• the in•alid 

part reaaill in effect. If a part of this act is inwalid in 

one or aore of its applications, the part reaains in effect 

in all valid applications that are severab1e fro• the 

invalid applications. 

-End-
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STATE OF MONTANA 
REQUEST NO. 45-77 

FISCAL NOTE 
' Form BD·15....,) 

In compliance with a written request re~ived January 10 , 19 .]]__. ther$ is hereby submitted a Fiscal Note 

for House Bill 5 pursuant to Chapter 53, Laws of Morltana, 1965 · Thirty-N!nth Legislative Assembly. 

Background information used in developing this Fiscal Note is available from the Office of Budget and Program Planning, to members 

of the Legislature upon request. 

DESCRIPTION OF PROPOSED LEGISLATION: 

An act to establish the Office of Court Administrator. 

ASSUMPTIONS: 

1. The Court Administrator will continue to function in accordance with HOU$e Bill 286 passed by the 44th Legislature. 
2. Federal funds will be used, when avlililable, to fiOiilnce the office. 

FISCAL IMPACT: 

House Bill 264, passed by the 44th Legislature, stated in part, "Included in the appropriation are sufficient funds to hire a 
court administrator to perform the administrative functions of the judicial branch." A Court Administrator and some staff 
were hired during the 77 biennium. The costs for a Court Administrator have been proJected at $57,800 in FY 78 and 
$60,900 in FY 79. Since the Court Administrator is already functioning, the abQve costs are only the normal growth 
pattern of an existing function of state government. This bill provides no additional costs to the operation of state govern· 
ment in either FY 78 or FY 79. Currently 85% of the Court Administrator costs are federally funded . 

. ~~ .;.. ~~"'d r 
BUDGET DIRECTOR 

Office of Budget and Program Planning 

Date: L-t 'of -71 ~ 
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HOUI>E BILL 10. 5 

Approved by Committee 
on Judici~ry · 

I.TBODUCED BJ HUENNEKENS, VINCENT, LORY 

A BILL FOR AN ACT ENTITLED: "AI ACT TO ESTABLISH THE OFFICE 

OF COUBT ADftiiiSTRATOB.• 

BE IT EIACTED Bt TBE LEGISL!TDBE OF THE STATE OF BOITAIA: 

section 1. court ad8ioistrator -- office created 

appointaent teras -- coapensation. There is established 

the office of court adainistrator. The supreae court shall 

appoint a court adainistrator and fix the salaries of the 

court adainistrator and his assistants. The court 

adainistrator shall hold his position at the pleasure of the 

court. 

section 2. staff. With the appro•al of the supraae 

court, the court adainistrator aay hire assistants to assist 

hi• in the perforaance of his duties. Neither the court 

adainistrator nor any assistant aay practice law in any of 

the courts of this state while holding his position. 

Section 3. Duties. The court adainistrator is the 

adainistrati•e officer of the court. Under the direction of 

22 the supreae court, the court adaiaistrator shall: 

23 (1) prepare and present judicial budget reguests to 

24 the legislature; 

25 (2) collect, coapile, and report statistical and other 
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data relating to the business traasacted bJ the courts and 

pro•ide such inforaation to the legislature upon re§uest; 

(3) recoaaend to tae supreae court iaproveaents in the 

judiciary; and 

(4} perfora such other duties as the supreae court aay 

assign. 

Section 4. cooperation of court officers. All court 

officers, including clerks of district courts, shall coaplJ 

with reguests aade by tlle court adainistrator for 

inforaation and statistical a.d financial data hearing on 

the b11siness transacted by the courts •. 

Section s. ~ederal funds •. The supreae court aay accept 

federal funds to suppleaent the funds appropriated to the 

court for the purpose of carrying out this act. 

Section 6. SeYerability. If a part of this act is 

in~alid, all ~alid parts tbat are severable froa the iavalid 

part reaain in effect. If a part of this act is inYalid in 

one or aore of its applications, the part reaains in effect 

in all valid applications tbat are severable fro• the 

in.alid applicatioas. 

-End-
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HOUSE. BILL 10. 5 

YI~BODOCBD Bt HUENNEKENS, VINCENT~ LORY 

A BILL POR AI AC~ BITITLID: "AI ACT ~0 ESTABLISH TB! OPFICE 

OF COOIT lDKIIISTRATOB.• 

BE YT EIACTED BY THE LEGISLATOBB 01' THE STATE OF IIOftAIA: 

section 1. court adaiaist.rator - oti:ice cr-ted 

appointaent - teras - coapensation. !here is established 

the office of coart adaiaistrator. The sapreae conrt sha11 

appoint a conrt adainistrator aad fiz the salaries of the 

court adaiaistrator and his IUIS.istants. 'fbe coa.rt 

adaininrator shall hold his position at the pleasare of the 

court. 

Section 2. staff. lith the appro•al of the sapreae 

court, the court adaiaistrator aay hire assistants to assist 

hia in the perforaaace of his duties. Reither the court 

adaiaistrator nor aay assistant uy practice law in any of 

the courts of this state while boldiaq his position. 

Section 3. Duties. 'fhe coart adaiaistrator is the 

adainistrative officer of the court. Under the direction of 

the sapreae court, the court adaiaistrator shall: 

(1) prepare and present judicial budget reguests to 

24 the legislature; 

25 (2) collect, coapile, and report statistical and other 
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data relating to the business transacted by.the coarts and 

provide such inforaation to the legislature upon request; 

(3) recoaaend to tke supreae court iaproveaents in tbe 

jadiciary; and 

(4) perfora such other duties as tbe sapreae court aay 

assign. 

Section 4. Cooperation of coart officers. All court 

officers, includiag clerks of district courts, shall coaply 

with requests aade by the court adainistrator for 

inforaation and statistical and financial data bearing on 

the business transacted by the courts. 

Section 5. Federal fnnds.OTbe snpreae court aay accept 

federal funds to snppleaent the faDds appropriated to the 

court for the purpose of carrying out this act. 

Section 6. 'Severability. If a part of this act is 

invalid, all valid parts that are severable froa the invalid 

part reaain in effect. If a part of this act is invalid in 

one or aore of its applications, the part reaains in effect 

in all ialid applications that are severable froa the 

invalid applicatioAS. 

-End-
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l HOUSE SILL NO. 5 1 (21 collect, compile, and report statistical and other 

l INTKOOUC~D 6V HU~NHEKtNS• VINCENT, LO~V 2 data relatiny to the business transacted by the courts ano 

3 3 provide such information to the legislature upon request; 

4 A SILL FOR AN ACT ENTITLED: "AN ACT TO ESTABLISH THE OFFICE 4 (J) recoamend to the supre•e court i~roveaents in the 

5 OF COURT ADMINISTRATOR.• 5 judiciary; and 

b b (4) perform such other duties as the supre.a court may 

7 ~E IT ENACT~D BV THE LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF MONTANA: 1 assign. 

e Section 1. Court ad•inistrator-- office created a Section 4. Cooperation of court officers. All court 

9 appointatent ter•s-- compensation. There is established 9 officers, including clerks of district courts, shall coaply 

10 the office of court ad•inistrator. The supreae court shall 10 with requests 111aae by the court adllinistrator for 

11 appoint a court ad•inistrator 11 information and statistical and financial data bearing on 

12 eeat"t--mttl+ttrst:1'ftcw-- lind his --ss+st~. The court 12 the business transacted by the courts. 

13 administrator shall hold his position at the pleasure of the 13 

14 court. 14 ~edefil't--fllnds--- s11ppl e-nt ~n<b-f>P!Wf>l!l~---~ 

15 Section 2. Sta-ff'.--w+th--d>e--ap~o.,a+-~-~~~ 15 eeu'l't-i'or-tf'le-purpose-trf-eet"ry i "" ot:lt Ul i ~-

lb eottr«-~"'e-ee~trt-ed.-Hri1~rtH:or-_,.-ft+~a"!t~tants-ft-a!t!t-P!t't lb Sections. Severability. If a part of this act is 

17 h+-1-+tt--the--perl'ormeftee--of his dttHes PRACTICE Of LAD 11 invalid, all valid parts that are severable from the invalid 

ld i!ROHIBITEO. Neither the court ad•inistrator nor any 1e part remain in eff~ct. lf a part of this act is invalid in 

19 assistant may practice law in any of the courts of this 19 one or more of its a~?l;Lationso the part reEains in effect 

20 state while holding his position. 20 in all valid applications that are severable from the 

Zl Section 3· Duties. The court administrator is the 21 invalid applications. 

u administrative officer of the court. Under the direction of -End-

23 the supreme court, the court adBinistrator shall: 

Zit (1) prepare and present judicial budget requests to 

25 the legislature; 
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