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5 . QUALIFIED ELECTORS OF MONTANA AN AMENDMENT TO THE 

CONSTITUTION TO REQUIRE THE LEGISLATURE TO IMPOSE A 
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BE IT ENACTED BY THE LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF MON!rANA: 'f2'7):;ie 
Section 1. Article IX of the Montana Constitution/?!:~ 

amended by adding a new section 5 that reads as follows: 

asection 5. Severance tax on coal -- trust fund. The 

legislature shall impose a severance tax on the extraction 

of coal and shall dedicate a portion of this tax to a trust 

fund, the interest and income from which may be appropriated 

only for the support of the public schools and universities 

of the state. The principal of the trust shall forever 

remain inviolate. After December 31, 1979, at . least 

forty-five percent (4.5%) of the severance tax shall be 

dedicated to the trust fund. a 

Section 2. When this amendment is submitted to the 

qualified electors of Montana, there shall be printed on the 

24 ballot the full title and section 1 of this act and the 

25 following words: 
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• t::::T For a coal tax and educational trust fund. 

I I Against a coal tax and educational trust fund. • 

-End-
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SE;lATJ:; BILL :iO. 407 

L1T~O::J:.iC:t:D BY RO'L·IEY, :··!CO.'IBER, R. S:1ITH, Hk-i;Hl>lG, GRAHAM, 

CET?.O:;~, dAZ.CLBAKER, TOWE, MATHERS, TURNAGE, WATTS, LEE, 

W.>.RD::::, '·!SH~NS, JERGESO~, ROBERTS, LYNCH, ABER, KOLSTAD, 

GOO~O'E~., ~OSKIE, STORY, SEIBEL, BLAYLOCK, REGAli, THIESSEN, 

BOYLA:;, !'LYN:l, HEALY, CONOVER, '!CCALLUM, :':TCHART, STEPHENS, 

B:l::)WN, ·JLSO•I, COLBERG, ·mRMAN, GALT, HIMSL 

A 31!.:. FOR A.l\1 ACT ENTITLED: "ld ACT TO SUBMIT TO THE 

"'UJI.:.I?C::':::l SLECTORS OF ·miTAHA A.'i NiEHDl'!ENT TV THE 

CO'~S':'!-::''J':'IO'l TO RE'2UIRE THE ::.EGISLATURE TO H4P9SB---A 

SE~~~~~--~~~--9~-89~~-~B-~9 DEDIC~TE A PORTION ~BR89F Q! 

TliE C~ S~lE~lCE TAX TO-~~-EBHeA~~e~~ A PE&~ENT TRUST 

FU'lD. • 

16 BE I'!' ::::IACTE::J BY THE LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF :IDNTk~A: 

17 (strike ~verything after D1e enacting clause and insert:) 

18 Section 1. Article IX of ti1e ~~ntana Constitution is 

19 anende~ oy adding a new section 5 that reads as follows: 

20 Section 5. Severance tax on coal -- trust fund. The 

21 leqislat'.Ire shall dedicate a 9ortio" of t.l>J.e coal severance 

22 tax ~o a trust fund, t:1e interest and income from whiCh may 

23 oe a??rOJriated only for sue~ projects ~~d programs that 

24 'Jene:"i t t.'le ;oeople of the state of \!on tan a as may be 

25 a?Jrovec by t~ree-fift.hs (3/5) of all ~he members of each 
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house of t.he legislature. The ?rincipal of the trust shall 

forever remain inviolate unless a 9roject or program that 

provides lasting benefits to the people of the state of 

Hontana is approved by three-fourths {3/4) of all the 

members of each house of the legislature. After December 

31, 1979, at least fifty percent (50%) of the severance tax 

shall be dedicated to the trust fund. 

Section 2. \'/hen this amendtnent is submitted to the 

qualified electors of ~ontana, ~here shall be printed on the 

ballot ~~e full title and section 1 of this act and the 

following words: 

"L__/ For a pe~anent trust f~~d from coal taxes. 

Q" Against a permanent trust fund from coal taxes. • 
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